The First Reading
Ezekiel 47:1-12

The first reading is from Ezekiel chapter 47.

47 Then he brought me back to the entrance of the temple; there, water was flowing from below
the threshold of the temple toward the east (for the temple faced east); and the water was flowing
down from below the south end of the threshold of the temple, south of the altar. 2 Then he
brought me out by way of the north gate, and led me around on the outside to the outer gate that
faces toward the east; and the water was coming out on the south side.

3 Going on eastward with a cord in his hand, the man measured one thousand cubits, and then led
me through the water; and it was ankle-deep. # Again he measured one thousand, and led me
through the water; and it was knee-deep. Again he measured one thousand, and led me through
the water; and it was up to the waist. ® Again he measured one thousand, and it was a river that |
could not cross, for the water had risen; it was deep enough to swim in, a river that could not be
crossed. 8 He said to me, “Mortal, have you seen this?”

Then he led me back along the bank of the river. ” As | came back, | saw on the bank of the river
a great many trees on the one side and on the other. & He said to me, “This water flows toward the
eastern region and goes down into the Arabah; and when it enters the sea, the sea of stagnant
waters, the water will become fresh. ® Wherever the river goes, every living creature that swarms
will live, and there will be very many fish, once these waters reach there. It will become fresh;
and everything will live where the river goes. *° People will stand fishing beside the sea from En-
gedi to En-eglaim; it will be a place for the spreading of nets; its fish will be of a great many
kinds, like the fish of the Great Sea. ! But its swamps and marshes will not become fresh; they
are to be left for salt. 12 On the banks, on both sides of the river, there will grow all kinds of trees
for food. Their leaves will not wither nor their fruit fail, but they will bear fresh fruit every
month, because the water for them flows from the sanctuary. Their fruit will be for food, and
their leaves for healing.”

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



Psalm 104:27-33

2" These all look to you
to give them their food in due season;
28\when you give to them, they gather it up;
when you open your hand, they are filled with good things.
29\When you hide your face, they are dismayed;
when you take away their breath, they die
and return to their dust.
30When you send forth your spirit, they are created;
and you renew the face of the ground.

31 May the glory of the LoRD endure forever;
may the LORD rejoice in his works—
32who looks on the earth and it trembles,
who touches the mountains and they smoke.
331 will sing to the LoRD as long as I live;
I will sing praise to my God while I have being.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Revelation 22:1-5
The Second Reading is from Revelation chapter 22.

22 Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from the
throne of God and of the Lamb 2 through the middle of the street of the city. On either side of the
river is the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, producing its fruit each month; and the
leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations. 2 Nothing accursed will be found there
anymore. But the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and his servants will worship

him; 4 they will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. > And there will be no more
night; they need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, and they will reign
forever and ever.

John 7:37-38
The holy Gospel according to John, the 7" chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.

370n the last day of the festival, the great day, while Jesus was standing there, he cried out, “Let
anyone who is thirsty come to me, ®and let the one who believes in me drink. As the scripture
has said, ‘Out of the believer’s heart shall flow rivers of living water.””

The Gospel of our Lord. Praise to you O Christ.



Prayers of Intercession

Longing for Christ’s reign to come among us, we pray for the outpouring of God’s power on the
church, the world, and all in need.

Sovereign of all, train our ears to hear your cry in the needs of those around us. Bless all social
ministries of the church through which we seek to serve others as we ourselves have been served.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

You cause rain to fall on the just and unjust alike. Direct our use of creation to provide for the
needs of all people in ways that are sustainable for the earth. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is
great.

Bring peace to every place where conflict rages. Grant opportunities for ending divisions among
us and usher in your reign of unity and reconciliation. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Heal the sinful divisions we erect between us and release us from systems of oppression and
prejudice. Restore our capacity to see your image in those whose dignity we have stripped away.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Pour out the gifts of your Spirit on children and youth throughout the church. Sustain those who
work in children’s ministry, youth ministry, and campus ministry as they nurture the gifts of
young people. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Thank you for saints now departed who fed the hungry, clothed the naked, and tended to the sick.
Inspire us by their example, that we may see your presence in those in need around us. Hear us,
O God. Your mercy is great.

Receive our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior, until that day when you gather all
creation around your throne where you will reign forever and ever.
Amen.



