
Living the Creed — Sunday, November 1, 2020 

Jesus said, “40 For just as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the sea monster, so for 

three days and three nights the Son of Man will be in the heart of the earth.”  

Matthew 12:40 

Biblically, we have four major movement 

that demonstrate God as Creator of Land,  

and our human connection to that Land 

 

1. Creation of Land / 

The story of Eden 

 

 

 

 

Genesis has 2 creation stories.  The first is very poet-

ic.  The second, beginning in Genesis 2, is a very 

earthy story.  Let’s look at the verbs Genesis 2 uses 

to describe God 

God walks.  God breathes.  God holds the dirt of the 

earth in his hands. 

God is a farmer—God plants all the seeds. 

God is a veterinarian—God forms all the animals. 

God is a doctor—God surgically removes a rib from 

Adam to form Eve 

God is a lawyer—God gives explanations for laws 

God is a judge—God doles out punishment for the 

serpent, the man and the woman each broke the law. 

 

In this story, God is very visible.  Take a moment to 

reflect on how you experience the visible presence of 

God as you walk around the gardens of your house, 

the farm fields of your family, the nature preserves 

and prairie lands nearby. 

What do you see God doing (verbs) and what do you 

see God being (what jobs is God being)?   

2. the Land becomes cursed 

because of the actions of 

Adam and Eve, and then 

Cain against his brother. 

 

 

Adam and Eve basically had one rule—not to eat the 

fruit of the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil. 

They had consequences that were named.  That con-

sequence is they would become like God and die.   

After the encounter with the serpent, Eve passed the 

fruit on to her husband and the first consequence 

happens—their eyes are opened and they see as God 

sees.  But they do not die.   

What does God do instead?  (see Genesis 3:14-19) 

 

Take a moment to reflect on the labor it takes to be a 

farmer today.   

Take a moment to reflect on what labor you need to 

keep a small garden blooming, without weeds, and 

producing the vegetables you want for your family. 

How does our labor of the earth draw us closer to 

the image of God as God is described in this second 

creation story? 

 

In the second moment of the earth being cursed, 

Cain has killed his brother Abel.  The older brother 

was jealous of the younger brother.  Cain’s conse-

quence was to be cut off from farming.   

We have divisions in our world between rural and 

urban; farmers and non-farmers.  How can we trace 

some of those divides back to this moment between 

Cain and Abel? 



 

 

3. Salvation 

 

 

 

The story of Jesus’ death and resurrection may not 

usually be a story of God healing the earth.  After 

all, we tend to think of Jesus’ death/resurrection as 

being salvation for humanity. 

 

In Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus compares himself to 

the prophet Jonah.  Jonah was swallowed by a gi-

ant fish and for three days lived in the belly until 

he was spit up again to go to Nineveh and pro-

claim God’s message there.  Jesus says he will be 

in the heart of the earth for three days and nights. 

In other words, in order for God’s salvation to 

come for humanity, God’s salvation must also 

come for the earth itself.  Jesus is buried into the 

earth.  His resurrection happens from within the 

tomb.  The curse of the earth is broken as the tomb 

is opened.   

Consider the Easter hymn, “Now the Green Blade 

Rises”, ELW #379 

Verse 1—Now the green blade rises from the bur-

ied grain, wheat that in the dark earth many days 

has lain; love lives again, that with the dead has 

been; love is come again like wheat arising green. 

 

Consider what must die in order for newness to 

appear.   

Prairies and Forests that experience fires often are 

regenerated by those fires.  Why is that? 

 

The City of Chicago experienced a massive fire in 

1871, and something new arose on the shores of 

Lake Michigan.  How did the fire and death of so 

many lead to newness and vitality? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Restoration / Full Newness. 

 

In Revelation, John witnesses a new earth and a new 

heaven coming down to be here in this place.  Isn’t that 

an interesting twist, we aren’t going away to some-

where else to be in heaven.  God’s fullness and final 

act is here on this very earth as the whole earth is made 

new again, along with us all. 

 

We live in between the moment of salvation and the 

final vision John saw when God’s new heaven and new 

earth are here. 

 

By faith, that final moment is one we experience every 

day.  By reality, that final moment is far off.  Our 

struggles with the earth continue. 

 

What are some of the struggles with the earth that we 

still experience? 

 

 

How does our working the land provide resources for 

our family and beyond? 

 

 

In what ways is God calling us to work a healing pro-

cess with the land, as we move toward the final restora-

tion? 

 

How does the vision of a fully healed earth inspire you 

to take better care of our earth through reducing, reus-

ing, and recycling? 

 

How does the vision of the fully healed earth inspire 

you to examine the products you use on weeds, lawns, 

gardens, and crops? 


