The First Reading
Genesis 3:14-19, 4:8-16

The first reading is from Genesis chapters 3 and 4.
14 The LorD God said to the serpent,

“Because you have done this, cursed are you among all animals and among all wild creatures;
upon your belly you shall go, and dust you shall eat all the days of your life. 1> I will put enmity
between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will strike your head, and
you will strike his heel.” 1 To the woman he said, “I will greatly increase your pangs in
childbearing; in pain you shall bring forth children, yet your desire shall be for your husband,
and he shall rule over you.”'” And to the man he said, “Because you have listened to the voice of
your wife, and have eaten of the tree about which | commanded you, ‘You shall not eat of it,
cursed is the ground because of you; in toil you shall eat of it all the days of your life; 18 thorns
and thistles it shall bring forth for you; and you shall eat the plants of the field. ° By the sweat of
your face you shall eat bread until you return to the ground, for out of it you were taken; you are
dust, and to dust you shall return.”

8 Cain said to his brother Abel, “Let us go out to the field.” And when they were in the field,
Cain rose up against his brother Abel, and killed him. °® Then the LORD said to Cain, “Where is
your brother Abel?” He said, “I do not know; am I my brother’s keeper?” 1° And the LORD said,
“What have you done? Listen; your brother’s blood is crying out to me from the ground! '* And
now you are cursed from the ground, which has opened its mouth to receive your brother’s blood
from your hand. > When you till the ground, it will no longer yield to you its strength; you will
be a fugitive and a wanderer on the earth.” 13 Cain said to the LORD, “My punishment is greater
than | can bear! 4 Today you have driven me away from the soil, and I shall be hidden from your
face; | shall be a fugitive and a wanderer on the earth, and anyone who meets me may Kkill

me.” 1® Then the LoRD said to him, “Not so! Whoever kills Cain will suffer a sevenfold
vengeance.” And the LORD put a mark on Cain, so that no one who came upon him would kill
him. 16 Then Cain went away from the presence of the LORD, and settled in the land of Nod, east
of Eden.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



Psalm 139:1-18

10 Lorp, you have searched me and known me.
2You know when | sit down and when | rise up;
you discern my thoughts from far away.
3You search out my path and my lying down,
and are acquainted with all my ways.
4 Even before a word is on my tongue,
O LoRD, you know it completely.
°>You hem me in, behind and before,
and lay your hand upon me.
¢ Such knowledge is too wonderful for me;
it is so high that | cannot attain it.

"Where can | go from your spirit?

Or where can | flee from your presence?
81f 1 ascend to heaven, you are there;

if I make my bed in Sheol, you are there.
% 1f | take the wings of the morning

and settle at the farthest limits of the sea,
10 even there your hand shall lead me,

and your right hand shall hold me fast.
HIf 1 say, “Surely the darkness shall cover me,

and the light around me become night,”
12 even the darkness is not dark to you;

the night is as bright as the day,

for darkness is as light to you.

13 For it was you who formed my inward parts;
you knit me together in my mother’s womb.

141 praise you, for | am fearfully and wonderfully made.
Wonderful are your works;

that | know very well.

15 My frame was not hidden from you,

when | was being made in secret,
intricately woven in the depths of the earth.

16y our eyes beheld my unformed substance.

In your book were written
all the days that were formed for me,
when none of them as yet existed.

1”How weighty to me are your thoughts, O God!
How vast is the sum of them!

181 try to count them—they are more than the sand;
| come to the end—I am still with you.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



Romans 5:12-17

The Second Reading is from Romans chapter 5.

12 Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death came through sin, and
so death spread to all because all have sinned— 3sin was indeed in the world before the law, but
sin is not reckoned when there is no law. 14 Yet death exercised dominion from Adam to Moses,
even over those whose sins were not like the transgression of Adam, who is a type of the one
who was to come.

15 But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if the many died through the one man’s trespass,
much more surely have the grace of God and the free gift in the grace of the one man, Jesus
Christ, abounded for the many. 6 And the free gift is not like the effect of the one man’s sin. For
the judgment following one trespass brought condemnation, but the free gift following many
trespasses brings justification. 1" If, because of the one man’s trespass, death exercised dominion
through that one, much more surely will those who receive the abundance of grace and the free
gift of righteousness exercise dominion in life through the one man, Jesus Christ.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Matthew 12:38-40
The holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 12" chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.

3 Then some of the scribes and Pharisees said to him, “Teacher, we wish to see a sign from
you.” ¥ But he answered them, “An evil and adulterous generation asks for a sign, but no sign
will be given to it except the sign of the prophet Jonah. 4° For just as Jonah was three days and
three nights in the belly of the sea monster, so for three days and three nights the Son of Man
will be in the heart of the earth.

The Gospel of our Lord. Praise to you O Christ.



Prayers of Intercession

Longing for Christ’s reign to come among us, we pray for the outpouring of God’s power on the
church, the world, and all in need.

Holy God, rouse us to deep praise as we gather for worship. Enliven our worship with sincere
and heartfelt song. Sustain the work of all church musicians and artists who lead us in praise and
prayer, especially Janice and Jamie. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Holy Creator, surprise and delight us with the beauty of the world you have made. Bless the
work of landscapers, architects, and artists whose work invites us into harmonious living with
your creation. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Holy Judge, let justice roll down like waters over this world. Reign over the courtrooms of every
land, in the hearts of those who guard the law and those who stand accused of crimes. Be present
in cases where we long for both justice and mercy to prevail. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is
great.

Holy Companion, console those who feel lonely or abandoned. Share the hours of those who live
and eat alone. Comfort those who have few friends or who struggle with their identity and place
in this world. We especially lift to your care: Bradley, Josie, Bev, Nancy, John, Linda, Dave,
Jim, Brad and Jodie, Cassie & Family, Delores, Graham, Bob, Ila, Norman, Evelyn, Darrell,
Donna, Beckie, Joy, Pat, Jim, Kay and Glenn, Diane, Anna, Matthew,

And Sgt. Lacey, who continues to serve our country.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Holy Protector, be with all observing Veterans Day. Guard the lives of active duty and retired
military personnel. Comfort all who mourn those who have died in the line of duty. Heal the
wounds, both physical and mental, experienced by service members. Hear us, O God. Your
mercy is great.

Holy and Immortal One, we pray in thanksgiving for the lives of all who have died. Remind us
of the frailty and shortness of our own lives and inspire us to use them for the building up of your
kingdom. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Receive our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior, until that day when you gather all
creation around your throne where you will reign forever and ever. Amen.



