
The First Reading  

Jeremiah 31:31-34 

The first reading is from Jeremiah chapter 31. 

31 The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel 

and the house of Judah. 32 It will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took 

them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was their 

husband, says the LORD. 33 But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those 

days, says the LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their 

God, and they shall be my people. 34 No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, “Know 

the LORD,” for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the LORD; for I will 

forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more. 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 46 

1 God is our refuge and strength, 

    a very present help in trouble. 
2 Therefore we will not fear, though the earth should change, 

    though the mountains shake in the heart of the sea; 
3 though its waters roar and foam, 

    though the mountains tremble with its tumult. 

4 There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, 

    the holy habitation of the Most High. 
5 God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be moved; 

    God will help it when the morning dawns. 
6 The nations are in an uproar, the kingdoms totter; 

    he utters his voice, the earth melts. 
7 The LORD of hosts is with us; 

    the God of Jacob is our refuge.  

8 Come, behold the works of the LORD; 

    see what desolations he has brought on the earth. 
9 He makes wars cease to the end of the earth; 

    he breaks the bow, and shatters the spear; 

    he burns the shields with fire. 
10 “Be still, and know that I am God! 

    I am exalted among the nations, 

    I am exalted in the earth.” 
11 The LORD of hosts is with us; 

    the God of Jacob is our refuge.  

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 



 

Romans 3:19-28 

The Second Reading is from Romans chapter 3. 

19 Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every mouth 

may be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20 For “no human being will be 

justified in his sight” by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of 

sin.21 But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested by the law and 

the prophets, 22 the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ[a] for all who believe. For there is no 

distinction, 23 since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; 24 they are now justified by his grace 

as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as a sacrifice of 

atonement by his blood, effective through faith. He did this to show his righteousness, because in his 

divine forbearance he had passed over the sins previously committed; 26 it was to prove at the present time 

that he himself is righteous and that he justifies the one who has faith in Jesus. 27 Then what becomes of 

boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of works? No, but by the law of faith. 28 For we hold that a 

person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed by the law. 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

 

John 8:31-36 

The holy Gospel according to Saint John, the 8th chapter.  Glory to you, O Lord. 

31 Then Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you are truly my 

disciples; 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” 33 They answered him, “We 

are descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, ‘You 

will be made free’?”34 Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave 

to sin. 35 The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place there 

forever. 36 So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed. 

The Gospel of our Lord.  Praise to you O Christ. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+3%3A19-28&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-27999a


Prayers of Intercession 

With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all those in need. 

A brief silence. 

In your love, you speak to your church. Give courage and the bond of love to all who gather in your 

name, that this love turn toward our neighbors. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

In your love, you create our earth filled with living things of every kind. Sustain the intricate connections 

among plants, insects, animals, and organisms we don’t even know or recognize. Bless the work of 

scientists who help us extend neighbor love to the natural world. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

In your love, you guide with justice. Inspire leaders for truthful conversations and wise policies, that 

decisions are made for the good of all. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

In your love, you tenderly care for your children and nurse them to health. Bring relief to all those who 

need healing, hope, or restoration this day especially Bradley, Josie, Bev, Nancy, John, Linda, Dave, Jim, 

Brad and Jodie, Cassie & Family, Delores, Graham, Bob, Ila, Norman, Evelyn, Darrell, Donna, Beckie, 

Joy, Pat, Jim and Kim, Kay and Glenn, Vickie, Diane, 

and Sgt. Lacey Elliott, who continues to serve our country. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

In your love, you accompany us in life’s transitions. We pray for new parents, those grieving a loss, those 

who are retiring, and those embarking on new ventures. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

In your love, we remember those who were dear to us and now rest in you. We give thanks for Martin 

Luther and all who seek to reform and renew your church. Give us courage to live out your gospel, 

revealing your love until our days on earth have ended. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Listen as we call on you, O God, and enfold in your loving arms all for whom we pray, in the name of 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 


