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Dear Friends and Family, 

It was a strange feeling, gathering with my family yesterday for the funeral of my 

uncle.  It was a small gathering, in a very large Catholic church.  The lunch crowd 

was even smaller.  And yet, in that brief moment I was able to see my own grand-

mother for the first time since Christmas of 2019.  Indiana has the same mask and 

social distancing requirements as we deal with here in Illinois, so it felt even more 

strange when my grandmother, who has not seen me since I have shaved my head, 

asked if I still have my beard, so I took my mask off briefly so she could see my face.  

We will deal with lingering grief from this year for a very long time.  And it is up to 

us to be there for each other, to listen to the ways we feel hurt by this pandemic, to 

know it is not something we are dealing with alone.  Sure, there are many ways this 

year did feel normal, and sure, there are many positives we gained through this year, 

but that doesn’t diminish the hurting and grieving.  From losing loved ones, to simply 

not being able to gather with loved ones, we have experienced a lot of loss over the 

last 14 months.  As we slowly resume normalcy, it will feel weird, too, as we return 

to activities we have been told not to do for so long.  We are making it, though, we 

are soon going to be able to say this time is behind us.   

Tuesday Bible Study  

Our in-person Bible study continues on Tuesday, May 4th at 6:30 PM.  We will not 

have Bible study on Tuesday, May 11th, as that is the night of the council meeting.  

The Bible study will resume on Tuesday, May 18th.  We will finish our study on the 

Book of Acts and then take the summer off from weekly Bible study to accommodate 

summer plans easier. 

The Book of Acts is a window into the life of the early disciples and their witnessing 

to the Gospel of Jesus.  These early disciples sometimes got things very right, some-

times got things very wrong, and sometimes were mystified that God still worked 

through them despite their shortcomings.   

Join us this week as the disciples, newly empowered by the Holy Spirit, begin their 

witnessing in Jerusalem and learn what it means to be a community that shares all 

things in common with one another. 

Our Church—This Week 

for the Week of  

May 3, 2021 



Curious about our Ministries? 

We have several committees that are continuing to work 

even during this time of pandemic.  For information on 

how to join a committee, please call the office. 

 Active Committees 

Finance/Stewardship .. Chair Gary Martin 

Building and Grounds .. Chair Steve Erlandson 

 Meets 1st Monday of each month, 7 PM 

Worship and Music … Council Rep Jim Johnson 

  

 Specific Elected Committees 

Endowment 

Memorial 

Personnel 

Preschool and Day Care Board 

 

 Needing to be revitalized 

Christian Education and Youth  

 

Vacation Bible School 

Information regarding this summer’s VBS is now availa-

ble check the email link for more information.  This 

year’s host is Faith Presbyterian, with support from Unit-

ed Methodist and First Lutheran churches.   

Pastor Jamie will be out of the office from Friday, May 7 
to Monday, May 10.   
On Sunday, May 9th, Pastor Jamie will deliver a video 
sermon, Heide Gallagher and Doug Cruce will be the 
worship leaders.   
Pastor Jamie will be available by cell phone if you need 
to reach him during these days. 

Recognizing Graduates 

 

Sunday, May 16 is graduate recognition Sunday.  Please 

let the office know, if you haven't already, if you have a 

graduate you would like recognized. 

We will be recognizing Derek Johnston, Jamie Reynolds, 

and Rachael Nuckles.   

If you would like to send these graduates a card and need 

their address, please call the church office. 

Our Stewardship Ministry 

Your generosity makes our ministry 

possible. 

From Sunday worship, to our online 

worship presence, 

To faith formation events, to quilts that travel around the 

world, to special events, to countless unseen acts of 

kindness, and to the church-wide Lutheran ministries.   

Thank you for your continued support of our church and 

for making Christ known through your gifts. 

Offerings can be brought to in-person worship and 

placed in the offering plates, mailed into the church of-

fice, or made through our easy automatic withdrawal 

giving plan. Contact the office for more information. 

Sanctuary Flowers 

Contact the office for information 

regarding the availability of dates to 

provide for Altar Flowers.  More 

information is available on our web-

site.   

Join us on Sunday, May 23rd for our congregation meet-
ing after worship.  We will need quorum in order for this 
meeting to happen.  
 
This annual meeting will be in-person, we will not have a 
Zoom option.  We will have voting in-person, there will 
be no drive-through voting.   
 
Please plan on attending worship on Sunday, May 23rd 
to participate in our annual meeting for the election of 
council and committee members. 
 



Vision and Purpose Giving for May 
To Support the St. Jude Memphis to Peoria Run 

Wendy Anderson 
 
Dear Friends and Family, 
 
I ran across a post on social media not too long ago that read, “There’s of course a lot happening in the world 
right now...spoiler alert: there will ALWAYS be a lot happening, it’s called life”. With that being said, I do 
hope you are doing well and successfully juggling all life is offering you in this moment of time.  
 
I’m writing to you today in hopes that you can juggle one more thing in this moment of time. Although I am 
still undecided on whether I’ll board Blue 8 (my M2P RV) on Tuesday, July 13th or I’ll run another year virtu-
ally, I’m thankful to have the opportunity to participate in my 5th Memphis to Peoria St. Jude run (the 40th 
Annual St. Jude Memphis to Peoria run). COVID put a damper on a lot of things; however, it didn’t put an end 
to childhood cancer. The overall mission of the St. Jude Runs remains the same. We will continue to raise 
awareness and funds until no child is impacted by cancer. 
 
Mike McCoy, St. Jude board member and run organizer, says every year that this is a fundraising event, not a 
running event, and this could not be more true. When I first started running for St. Jude, I will be completely 
honest, my mindset was focused on the number of miles I ran each year. Now, my mindset has shifted to rais-
ing more and more money for the patients and families of St. Jude. Each year I want to beat my fundraising 
efforts from the year before. So although I don’t know exactly where I will log my miles for my 5th year of 
M2P, I do know exactly where the money I raise will go. St. Jude patients, fami-
lies, staff, doctors, researchers, etc. need us more than ever right now. No family 
ever receives a bill for services and treatment received at St. Jude because of sup-
porters like you and me.  
 
I know this moment in life might be difficult, but we have an opportunity to focus 
on a good thing we CAN do. I’m reaching out asking you to join me yet again in 
making a difference in the lives of St. Jude families. If you are interested in sup-
porting St. Jude via my 2021 M2P run, please send a check made out to me or St. 
Jude Children’s Research Hospital to 450 S Hall, Roseville, IL, 61473, visit my 
online fundraising center at http://peoriaruns.stjude.org/wendyanderson, VenMo 
@Wendy-Anderson-611, PayPal via my email, wndylu2@gmail.com, or give me a 
call, 309.221.8219, and I’d be happy to come pick up your donation. Together, I 
believe we can make a difference.  
 
Thank you for your time and support. 
 

Wendy Anderson 
 

The inspiration of the St. Jude Runs began in Peoria, IL, in 1982, 
when Mike McCoy and Gene Pratt collaborated on a way to raise 
money for St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital – their favorite 
charity. 

They first envisioned driving to St. Jude in Memphis, and then run-

ning back relay-style to Peoria, home of the Jim and Trudy 

Maloof St. Jude Midwest Affiliate Clinic. Now, many Runs later, 

their vision has become one of the foremost charity running events 

in the nation, having raised over $21 million and counting.  

http://peoriaruns.stjude.org/wendyanderson
mailto:wndylu2@gmail.com


Celebrations for through May 15 

 

 

 

 

 

May 1 Delores Johnson May 6 Chuck and Connie Larimer 

May 2  Butch Johnson  May 11 Kirk and Ondria Moulden 

May 5 Bradley Bushong May 15 Ted and Shelly Matson 

 Emily Spanhook 

May 6 Andrew Youngquist 

May 7 Jacob Ide 

May 8 Clayton Larson  

May 9 Katie Gallagher 

May 11 Ella Bergren 

May 15 Melissa Johnston 
 

Please let the church office know any updates     

 that are needed for our celebrations list. 

And [the angel] came to [Mary] and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” 

Luke 1:28 

[Elizabeth] exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the 

fruit of your womb.” 

Luke 1:42 

The Roman Catholic tradition includes a prayer ritual called The Rosary.  This prayer involves a sequence of reflec-

tions, and recitations of the Lord’s Prayer and the “Hail Mary”.  The “Hail Mary” is drawn from these two verses in 

Luke, when the angel comes to tell Mary she will be Jesus’ mother, and when Mary goes to visit her relative Eliza-

beth.   

Being Lutheran, using the Rosary has not been a part of my personal prayer life.  Yet I found myself sitting in a Cath-

olic Church for my uncle’s funeral, listening as the gathered congregation were led by a Sister and a group of lay-

Franciscans in this deeply meaningful prayer ritual.  They followed a pattern of 7 reflections each followed by one 

responsive Lord’s Prayer and 10 responsive Hail Mary prayers.  And it was moving.  And while we may wish to 

squabble over minor points of theology, over praying and asking Mary to intercede for us, or the necessary nature of 

repeating the prayer 72 times (7 sets of 10, plus 2 to make 72, to equal the age Mary was when, according to Catholic 

teaching, she was assumed into heaven).  But we cannot argue with the piety and the deep connection this kind of 

prayer devotion provides.  There is a communal connection, there is a connection to the Most High, in participating in 

this type of prayer experience.   

I don’t have anything to offer as an example in my own life that even comes close to what the Rosary provides for 

those who find that prayer ritual so meaningful.  I just have my deep admiration and sense of awe at what it is, and my 

own hope that I find something that helps me feel as connected. 

 In  peace,  Pastor Jamie  

Please Keep  

In Your Prayers 

Bradley Anderson,  

Kim Anderson,  

Beckie Bean,  

Josie Blake,  

Diane Bradley,  

Matthew Council,   

Kathi Cruce,  

Nancy Dowell,  

Gary Gaskill,  

John Ellison,  

Linda Ellison,  

Dave Erlandson,  

Jim Erlandson,  

Cassie Jern & Family,  

Graham Johnson,  

Joy Johnson,  

Craig Jones,  

Amber Kerr, 

Julie Kerr, 

Jaxson, 

Chris, 

Anna Lovdahl,  

Pat Root,  

Ila Roseberry,  

Charlotte Volz,  

Evelyn Volz,  

Norman Worthington,  

Rose Youngquist,  

 

Please let the church 

office know any up-

dates that are needed 

to our prayer list.   

 

 


