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Dear Friends and Family, 

I hope you were able to enjoy your three day weekend.  My family spent some time 

with my in-laws, where we helped trim trees and assisted with a few other minor 

projects around their house.  At home, we played ball, hiked, and spent a little time 

cleaning our own yard before all the rains came overnight.  Time with family is so 

essential.  In these pandemic times, it can be easily overlooked or taken for granted 

since all we do is spend time at home with one another.  Yet there are still ways we 

can enjoy our time together: walk in a state park, build a Lego set or assemble a 

puzzle, or maybe even catch up with a movie on DVD or a streaming service.  How-

ever you find valuable time together, I hope it brings you joy and peace of mind and 

the treasure in your heart of just being with loved ones.   

Home Communion Starting Soon 

Since the beginning of the pandemic and continuing through the present, some of 

our church families have not been receiving communion.  There was hope at the 

beginning that this would not be a long time away from the sacrament.  But we are 

now realizing, this will continue for some time.  So we have developed a method for 

sharing communion in the homes of those who cannot attend worship. 

We have kits prepared to bring to people in their homes.  These kits have a small 

table cloth, a candle, a cross, a plate, communion cups, and instructions for setting 

up a simple sacred place in your home.  These kits will be available for families to 

keep at home.  Bread and grape juice, as well as a devotional guide for how to cele-

brate communion will also be delivered as needed to your home.  

For those who are on our homebound list, we will be calling your homes and sched-

uling times to bring these home communion kits and supplies to your home.  For 

any member who is not able to attend our weekly worship service, and would like 

to receive communion at home, please contact Pastor Jamie at the office, on his 

cell, or by e-mail, and arrangements will be set up for you to receive communion at 

home.   

It is the hope of our congregation that all members who wish to receive communion 

will be able to do so.   



Thank you for continuing to remem-

ber the ministry of First Lutheran 

Church. 

We accept offerings by mail, in wor-

ship, and through electronic giving. 

To receive a form to begin electronic giving, please email 

the office and request one.  Angela will mail you a copy 

and once you return that form, giving will be automati-

cally withdrawn from your account.  

Your giving supports our congregation and beyond. 

We continue our journey in Exodus this next Sunday with 

the Israelites facing the barrier of the Sea of Reeds in 

front of them and the pursuing Egyptian Army behind 

them.  Yahweh provides another miracle, allowing the 

Israelites to cross on dry land, while swallowing up the 

pursuing army in the returning waters.  Moses continues 

to lead the people out of slavery into their new freedom 

as the journey next heads to Mt. Sinai for an encounter 

with Yahweh. 

Join us Sunday either during our 9 AM in-person worship, 

or through the worship video link that is emailed on Mon-

day with the Our Church-This Week newsletter. 

Living the Creed  

Take Home Exercise 

Sunday, September 13th 

The Pharaoh in Egypt finally decreed the Israelites were 

free to leave after a series of 10 plagues culminated in the 

death of first-born children across Egypt, sparing only the 

Israelites.  This week, the Israelites are fleeing and come 

up to a natural barrier, the Sea of Reeds (not the Red Sea). 

With the water barrier in front of them, and the Egyptian 

army pursuing them, after Pharaoh changed his mind, God 

opens the waters for the Israelites to safely cross on dry 

ground.  Join us this next week for a Living the Creed ex-

perience that will connect us with that moment. 

The worship video from Sunday, September 6th is now posted 

on our church website: 

www.flcmonmouth.org 

 

A link is also included with our weekly 

email. 

LDR is an ELCA ministry that responds to crises around 

the nation and the entire world.  Working with partners, 

LDR provides financial assistance, coordinates volun-

teers, and connects the church to its roots as a service 

ministry.  To learn more about LDR, visit  

elca.org/ldr 

 

Vision and Purpose Giving 

 

In September, our designated monthly special project 

giving is going to assist the Open Table organization in 

Monmouth. 

 

Open Table is a group of people who assist a family by 

creating a support network for the family.  This support 

may include providing resources to assist the family, be a 

reference table for conversation for an array of “how-to” 

questions; and provide other supports the family may not 

have if they are separated from other family or friends. 

In other words, Open Table becomes a family and friend 

network, helping someone get established and secure 

footing.  This month, our donations will assist Open Table 

help this family achieve some financial stability after a 

recent move.  All Vision and Purpose Giving can be in-

cluded with your regular offerings when you attend wor-

ship or mail offerings to the office. 



 

 

September 8 Brian Elliot 

September 12 Don (Tiny) Fillman 

 

 

 

We have a special anniversary coming up.  Wendell and 

Lorene Nelson will celebrate their 70th Anniversary on 

September 17th.  If you need their address to send a 

card, please call the church office. 

Bradley Anderson, Josie Blake, Bev 

Coulter, Nancy Dowell, Elizabeth, 

John Ellison, Linda Ellison, Dave 

Erlandson, Jim Erlandson, Cassie Jern 

& Family, Delores Johnson, Graham 

Johnson, Bob Kerschke, Ila Roseber-

ry, Tucker Smith, Marjorie Swanson, Norman Worthing-

ton, Carmen, Evelyn Volz, Darrell Thirtyacre, Donna Lar-

son, Brad and Jodie Haist 

and Sgt. Lacey Elliott, who continues to serve our country 

and the family and friends of Carol Brissey. 

Please let the church office know any updates that are need-

ed to our prayer list.   

 

 

 

This Wednesday, September 9th, at 3 PM, we will resume 

our weekly Zoom Bible study.   

Join us for this time of fellowship and God’s word.  A Bible 

study PDF will be prepared and sent out along with the 

email, with a zoom invite link.  The PDF can also be found 

on our website.  

Our Bible study will use a book written by Pastor Jamie on 

the Gospel of Mark.   

Dear First Lutheran, 
 
This year I am participating, 
again, with Out of Darkness 
event.  
 
I am raising funds for increasing awareness of suicide 
and suicide prevention.  Out of Darkness is continuing 
the fight against issues that underlie the problem of peo-
ple thinking that suicide is their only way to address the 
darkness in their lives.  
 
Unfortunately, this year we have several additional 
stressors our society is dealing with that has exponen-
tially increased stress, anxiety, and depression -- more 
so than what has typically been present.  COVID – 19, 
and the increased financial stressors and increased social 
distancing on one hand, and the racial tensions that 
have increased in our country on the other hand, will 
have long-term effects on everyone. However, our most 
vulnerable populations need our help right now.  
  
For any who wish to donate again this year to the Out of 
Darkness event, you can make your checks out to The 
American Foundation for Suicide Prevention (or just 
AFSP) and send them to our First Lutheran Church 
office.  Any amount is very much appreciated. 
  
Very sincerely, 

 Kurt Volz 
 

Pastor’s Note: 

This will be our October Vision 

and Purpose Giving. 

Check out our updated Website 

Flcmonmouth.org  

The Day Care tab has been completed updated with in-

formation about our Day Care Director and  teachers as 

well as some pictures.   

Check out our resources page as it includes links to the 

ELCA, Northern Illinois Synod, and a variety of church re-

lated ministries.  We also have links to local charities and 

organizations.   

The page also includes some resources for those dealing 

with grief.   

Our worship videos and resources are also posted every 

week.   

Check back often for updates on our website. 



Upcoming Committee meetings 

Wednesday, Sept 9 6 PM Finance/Stewardship 

   7 PM Building/Grounds 

Monday, Sept 14 6:30 PM Worship/Music 

Tuesday, Sept 15 5:30 PM Preschool/Day Care 

 

To join a committee contact the chair or Pastor Jamie 

Curious about our Ministries? 

We have several committees that are continuing to work 

even during this time of pandemic.  For information on 

how to join a committee, please call the office. 

 Active Committees 

Finance/Stewerdship .. Chair Gary Martin 

Building and Grounds .. Chair Steve Erlandson 

Worship and Music … Council Rep Jim Johnson 

 Specific Elected Committees 

Endowment 

Memorial 

Personnel 

Preschool and Day Care Board 

 In-Active Committee 

Christian Education and Youth 

Support our Missionaries 

Mark Rich and Cynthia Holder Rich 

Our missionaries teach at Tumaini Uni-

versity, Makumira, in Tanzania 

Due to the pandemic, they have returned 

to their home in Ohio; they are currently teaching re-

motely.  Support for our missionaries is about $1,000 a 

year, please remember to designate giving to support 

their powerful work.   

Jesus said, “If another member of the church sins against you, go and point 

out the fault when the two of you are alone.” 

 Matthew 18:15 

Sometimes we are afraid of conflict. Sometimes we are too overjoyed by the conflict that we are creating. Sometimes 

conflict is happening, and we don’t know how to deal with it. As the early church was forming, new ways of being com-

munity were needed. Matthew included a teaching from Jesus to help create a way for the church to deal with conflict, or 

as he wrote, sin.  The first step of dealing with this conflict, or sin, is to just go directly to the one who offended you.   

Often, the reason we have been offended can be cleared up with a simple conversation. The opportunity to visit face to 

face to talk through the issue can bring resolution. I know I have had several face-to-face conversations which have 

helped clarify misunderstandings. Sometimes the conversation has left us still disagreeing with one another; sometimes 

we have found agreement and neither has changed but we realize where the misunderstanding was and we cleared it up.   

Jesus continues if the two cannot resolve their issue, then an elder of the church can be brought in, and ultimately the 

whole church.  The process was laid out to give people the freedom to express how they have been hurt, and also to give 

space for that hurt to be healed.  The whole process is grounded in grace and forgiveness.  Matthew quotes Jesus as say-

ing that if reconciliation cannot happen, you are to treat that one as if he/she was a gentile or a tax collector.  And Jesus 

spent a lot of time hanging out with gentiles and tax collectors and offering forgiveness to no end.   

Jesus wants us to know we are the ones who can bind our hearts to conflict and bind ourselves to unsettled rifts, or we 

can loose ourselves from all that separates us, and we can embrace one another in grace and love.  As church, it is our 

opportunity to demonstrate to the world what it looks like to loose ourselves from conflict and sins between each other, 

and to live embracing one another just as Jesus embraced all sinners with open arms. 

In Christ,  Pastor Jamie 


