
Living the Creed — Sunday, September 13, 2020 

Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. The Lord drove the sea back by a strong 

east wind all night, and turned the sea into dry land; and the waters were divided.   

Exodus 14:21 

When we imagine the Israelites crossing the 

Red Sea, we often picture the scene in the 

Cecil DeMille classic “The Ten Command-

ments” with Charlton Heston as Moses 

standing over a large body of water, parting 

the water as if they were walking through a canyon, and 

then the Egyptian army being flooded over when the 

water walls came crashing down. 

In truth, this is not at all what happened.  Take a look at 

the map and you will see the Israelites never saw what 

we call the Red Sea.  They merely crossed a marshy area 

well north even of the Gulf of Suez (See second map). 

The ancient Hebrew manuscript was mistranslated by 

Greek scholars in the 3rd Century BCE, and our English 

translation is based on the Greek, not the Hebrew.  The 

Hebrew translates more closely to Sea of Reeds, which 

suggests a swampy area.  The Greeks really did translate 

the Hebrew into Red Sea, though what the 3rd Century 

BCE concept of the Red Sea was may include a lot more 

than what we understand today. 

It is certainly more grandiose to picture the event as 

Cecil DeMille imagined it for the big screen than to pic-

ture a mere marsh drained temporarily.  Historical evi-

dence does not support this event even taking place, yet 

it is part of the heart of the Israelite story about God 

choosing them, and performing miracles as they left 

Egypt.   

Read Exodus 14:5-15:21 

Imagine yourself as an Israelite.  After decades of abuse at the hands of the Egyptians, you are finally leaving the only place you 

have known as home.  All you have is trusting God along the way. 

As you read this passage, what are ways that God was directly visible to the Israelites as they left Egypt, came to the water, and 

safely crossed ahead of the Egyptian army? _______________________________________________________________________  

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

What are some ways God is not visible, but as an Israelite you trusted God was still present? ________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

After crossing the sea, Moses and all the Israelites sang a song.  Write your favorite verse from that song 

here:__________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

When God has done something wonderful in your life, what is your favorite hymn to sing? ____________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 



This week, for Living the Creed, 

you are invited to go on a hike 

with your family. 

 

Choose a place to hike, perhaps a nearby state park.  

There are state parks near Macomb, Burlington, and 

halfway to Peoria is Jubilee State Park.  Check out the 

map and pick a trail or length of hike that is appropri-

ate for your family. 

The hike around Lake Geode, for instance, is marked 

at 6.2 miles on the map, and is closer is 8 miles in reali-

ty.  So, double check your distances and make sure 

you are prepared for your entire hike with plenty of 

water. 

Before you begin your hike: Invite God to be with you 

during this hike.  You are enjoying a pleasant walk 

through a calm natural setting.  Many refugees are 

fleeing violence and are being actively pursued as they 

cross dangerous wilderness areas.  Invite God to pro-

tect those fleeing persecution. 

Look for signs of God around you.  Listen for the birds 

and small mammals that are around you.  Count how 

many different types of tress you see.  Look for creep-

ing, crawling insects and small reptiles, they are re-

minders of God’s presence as well. 

As you walk, talk with your family about ways you see 

God present with you on a daily basis, not just this 

hike, but as you work or go to school or enjoy hobbies. 

As you walk, talk about ways you know God is not al-

ways visible and yet you trust that God is with you still. 

As you finish your hike: 

Give thanks to God for the weather, the natural beau-

ty of the state park, and for the safety of your family 

during this hike.   

Make sure you bring plenty of water on your hike, 

wear comfortable shoes, and maybe even surprise 

your family on the way home with a favorite ice cream 

treat. After a good family hike, an ice cream cone is 

well deserved. 

Lake Geode, Geode State Park, Iowa 

Then     Now 

In our neighboring state of Iowa, Geode Lake is a manmade 

lake at the heart of Geode State Park just outside of Bur-

lington.  The lake is currently undergoing some renovation 

and has been completely drained. It is quite eerie to look at 

the dry lake bed and to see it all grown over with vegeta-

tion.  The map and website said walking the lake bed is pos-

sible, though the ground may still be soft.   

It is an engineering feat to create a lake, and just as much 

of a feat to drain it completely and leave an entirely empty 

lake bed.  In fact, it took 30 days for this 187-acre lake to be 

drained.  Geode Lake has a maximum depth of 44 feet, and 

was draining at 1 to 3 feet per day, allowing all the water 

and fish, to flow down to the nearby Skunk River. 

Iowa’s DNR is rehabilitating the lake to better control sedi-

ment and bacteria, and was expected to have had the pro-

ject completed by now.  Weather in 2018 and 2019, and in 

2020 the pandemic, have all slowed the progress.  Once 

renovations are complete, it will take several months to 

completely refill the lake.  

Under the lake lies a stretch of the oldest road ever built in 

Iowa, back when Iowa was still a territory.  There are places 

you can see the road winding its way through the lake bed.   

Take a moment to compare what it takes for our modern 

day engineers to drain, renovate and refill a lake with the 

ancient story in Exodus, when all it took was for Moses to 

outstretch his hands, and miraculously dry land appeared.  

Once Moses lowered his arms, the pursuing army was 

trapped by the returning waters.  All this in a day, allowing 

what the Bible reports to be over 600,000 people to cross 

safely to escape their persecution in Egypt.    


