FinstLlhnan, Chueh,

Gospel of Matthew

Summer 2026 Reading Challenge

e: Week 6: Matthew chapters 11 and 12

God of abundance, may we never be scared of our scarcity, because with you there is
always more than enough. Bless what little we have, that it may become the loaves

that feed the world. 1n Jesus' holy name, we pray. Amen

We live in a world built on a scarcity model of survival. We do not have enough
resources to go around, we have told ourselves, so we hoard what we have. We pass the
panhandlers, we scoff at those receiving handouts from food pantries or government aid.
We celebrate the rich and wealthy, and aspire to be like them, all while monitoring our
own savings with an eye of protection against anything or anyone who might want a
piece of it. This scarcity model of survival is no accident. 1t was created by wealthy who
wanted those with less to blame others with less for their not having enough. The
wealthy who created this system use it to their advantage and they are very choosy
against who they let become wealthy. The lottery with its big sums of money as prizes
was even created to help foster this sense of -- see anyone can make it big. Butitisalla
lie.

This is why God's Kingdom is different. Read the story of the feeding of the 5000 again
here in Matthew's Gospel (14:13-21). Jesus is grieving the death of fellow prophet John
the Baptist. He wants to retreat and be alone, but thousands come to Jesus, they know
he alone now represents God's Kingdom. So, Jesus has compassion. He heals them --
himself, all alone, heals thousands who have descended upon him. And then as it gets
late, the disciples, thinking out of their scarcity model, want these folks to head out to
find their own food. And so Jesus says, "you feed them," But with what? These 5 loaves
and 2 fish, its barely enough for the 12 disciples plus Jesus,

But in God's Kindom, no small amount is never enough. These loaves go on to feed,
according to the story, 12 or 13 thousand people when we add in the women and
children. This is the abundance model the Kingdom of God comes to represent, and it is
what Jesus wants us to use as we approach the world around us, We don't have too
little, we have more than enough. We have what we need to share. The world doesn't
have to be divided between the "haves" and the "have-nots". The world has everything it
needs so that all would have more than enough.

And this plenty to share, this more than enough, is still provided even after the rejection
of John the Baptist and the rejection of Jesus. God truly is good, all the time.
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