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0 Internal hematoma?

A No.

Q Must there be damage to the liver?

A No.

0 Must there be damage to the spleen?

A No.

Q What do these things depend on?

A It depends on the nature of the beating.

0 If someone were beating not to kill them but extract

information, one would not want to beat them about the head
until they had a subdural hematoma?

MR. McNAMEE : Objecf.

THE COURT: Sustained.
Q If you subjected a subdural hematoma to a victim, would
you expect hér £5 answér your questions?
A She might not.
Q - Could someone be beaten for 20 minutes while defending
herself and still not have alllthese damages that he implied
from his questions?
A Oh, certainly.
0 So would it be fair to offer a medical opinion to this

Jury that a beating could not have taken place unless those

injuries were seen? Do you understand my question?

‘ A No, I wish you would rephrase it.

) ~Would it be fair, from a medical point of view, from a
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1 reasonable medical certainty to imply to this Jury that if a
2 beating took place1you had to see thesge things?
3 A No.
4 MR. DUFF: Objection.
5 THE COURT: Overruled.
6 Q Now, i1s it also fair to imply to this Jury that because
7 there igs not a lot of medical evidence to positively lead you
8 to believe this body was dragged that she was not dragged?
S A No.
10 Q And could even the clothing that was removed before the
11 body was found, something simple as that explain how somebody
=N 12 could be dragged a great distance and there would be no damage
L 13 to her body?
14 MR. DUFF: Object.
15 THE COURT: Overruled.

16 A It could.

17 Q And you don’t have any knowledge or any way to tell

18 medically whether or not Marsha was wearing all of the, or
19 some of the clothing that she may have been dragged in when
20 she wasg, before she was placed where her body was found,

21 right?

22 A That’s correct.

23 0 | And when you drag someone by the arm, does their head
24 have to touch the ground?

s 25 A No.
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- Q Do you have to be dragged over a surface that would

impart gravel or concrete to your skin?
A No.
0 Now, let me ask you, Doctor, are there some injuries
though that you omitted to talk about before that are
consistent with the dragging, like to her foot or toe?
A Yes, there was an injury to one of her large toes, I
forget which one, I think it was the left, which would be
congistent with dragging.
Q Now, also is it fair to imply or suggest to this Jury
that because you desgcribe the injuries in more general terms
in your autopsy report that they did not exist? l
MR. I‘DUFF: Object.
THE COURT: Sustained.
Q You were asked questions by Attorney McNamee, asgking you
to point out specific phrases or references in your autopsy
report with specific regard to the broken neck. Doeg that
mean the injuries yoﬁ described did not occur because you did
not mention them in your report?
MR. DUFF: Object.
THE COURT: Overrule.
A No, it does not.
Q What is your goal when you write your report? -
A We'try to list the positive findings. We certainly

cannot list all of the negative findings.
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Q Did you make an effort to describe each and every insult
or abrasion or wound to the body?

A We try to use judgment in that. With some bodies the

" injuries are so numerous and some of them apparently

inconsciencial, and some of those certainly may not be
mentioned. |
Q Now you were asked, or at least it was postulated to you
in a question that Marsha Blakely was completely run over by a
car, 1s that accurate?
MR. McNAMEE: Object, that’s not what I said.
THE COURT: Overruled.
A I'm sorry.
Q You were asked a series of questions that implied that it
was your opinion that ﬁhis car actually passed over Marsha

Blakely'’'s bddy entirely, is that accurate to say that?

A No.

Q Do you know if the car passed over her body?

A No. |

Q Is it pdssible for a car to run over someone’s ribs and

break them and not break the shoulder or clavicle?
A Yes.

MR. McNAMEE: Is this to a degree of medical
certainty? |

THE COURT: Let’s form it what way.

Q Are all your answers within a reasonable degree of
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medical certainty?
A Yes.
Q And even when Mr. McNamee asked you and didn’t postulate
it like that you were doing it within a degree of medical
certainty?
i\ Yes, gir.
Q You are doing it with the State’s questions?
A I am.
0 Why is i1t you want to do that?
A Obviously you don’'t want to mislead the Jury.
Q If you cannot gay an opinion without reasonable medical
certainty, do you offer it to the Court?

A No.
0 So there has to be some degree of confidence in your

opinion before its admissible, is that correct?

A That'’s correct.

Q You need to have reasonable medical certainty?

A Yes.

0 Is it possible with reasonable medical certainty to

strike someone, the car hits someone and breaks their ribs and
neck and rnot run over their shoulder?

A Yes, sir.

Q Can you say exactly what position Marsha Blakely’s body
was in when she suffered these injuries?

A No, sir.
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0 Can you say she was in the position the pictures depict
when she suffered these injurieg?
A No, sir.
Q Is thére any way to tell if her body was moved some
amount after the injuriegs were inflicted?
A No.
Q Is there any way to say with reasonable medical certainty
that the car itself when it struck her did not cause the body
to be removed from where impact occurred?

MR. DUFF: Objection, leading.

THE COURT: Overruled.
A That could happen.
Q So is it fair to say yes that implies the body as
depicted in the piqtures was in the location where the injury

-~ let me start over.

If anyone were to suggest to this Jury because of the

position the body is in in the pictures that must be the

pogition she was in when the injury was sustained, that would

be inaccurate, would it not?
MR. DUFF: Object.
THE COURT: Overruled.
A That would be inaccurate.
Q and you could not offer an opinion based upon that, could
you, with reasonable medical certainty?

A No, sir.
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Q Mr. McNamee asked you about the Prosecutor’s theory of
this case. Do you know what that is?
A No, sir.
Q TIs your function to try to make your facts that you f£ind

fit the Prosecutor’s theory, whatever that might be?

A No sir.

Q Would that be wrong for you to do this?

A I believe so.

0 Are there greét similaritiés between the mechanisms that

caused Floyd Epps’ death and Marsha Blakely’s?
A There are similarities.

Q And does Floyd Epps have the torture stab wounds to the

neck and side of the face that Marsha Blakely had?

MR. DUFF: Objection.
THE COURT: Overruled;
A No, sir, he doesg not.
o] Can all aspects of a case be explained with reasonable
medical certainty?
MR. DUFF: Object.
THE COURT: Overruled.
A T don’t believe go.
0 You are not attempting to explain all of the aspeéts of
this case, are you? ~
A No, sir.

0 Now, where exactly was the leaf found on Marsha’s body?
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A On the small of her back, just before, before the

buttock.

Q Was that area of her body covered by her jeans?

A Yes, sir.

0 So you can say, can you not, with reasonable medical

certainty there was some force involved with getting that: in

there, is that correct?

A Yes, sir.

Q. It could not blow in there while sgshe laid there?

A No.

0 Did Marsha Blakely have a broken neck?

A Yes.

Q Did she have broken ribsg?

A Yes.

Q Are those injuries consistent with being struck by an
automobile?

A Yes, sir.

Q Are you saying that they had to have been caused beyond

any doubt by an automobile?

A No, sir.

o) Did she have her throat cut?

A Yes.

0 Would either one of those injurieé by itself, the damage

caused by the broken neck and ribs, or the throat cutting be

lethal alone?
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A In my opinion they will be.
0 Did the stab wounds to the neck, the 25 some odd stab
wounds to the neck contribute in any way to her injuries, I
mean to her death? |
A No, sir.

MR. ROSENBAUM: I have no other guestions, Your
Honor!

THE COURT: Mr. McNamee.

MR. McNAMEE: Thank you, Judge.

RECROSS-EXAMINATION OF ROBERT THOMAS, M.D.

BY MR. McNAMEE :
Q Mr. Rosenbaum asked you a series of questions about the
types of injuries you might -- whether or not you will have to
find injuries associated with a beating, do you recall all
those questiong or that general thrust?
A I do.

0 Now, i1f a beating occurred over 20 minutes, which

purportedly knocked someone unconscious, would that be highly

suggestive in your medical experience of other serious
injuries that should go along with it? For example --

MR. ROSENBAUM: Object, does not call for an
answer with reasonable medical certainty.

MR. MCNAMEE:'It does.

MR. ROSENBAUM: Highly suggestiwve, which is

speculative.
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1 THE COURT: Let'’s rephrase.
2 Q To a reasonable degree of medical certainty, would that
3 ‘not indicate to you that you would look for evidence of
4 internal injuries to the head, if a berson is knocked
5 unconsciéus?
6 A I would look for injuries to the head.
7 Q | Right, and you had experience in emergency medicine,
8 correct?
9 A Yes, sir.
- 10 Q As a matter of fact, isn’t‘one of the No. 1 indications
11 for getting a CT of the head and brain is on a report of
. 12 unconsciousness, is that correct?
““% 13 A That’s correct.
14 Q And the reason they do that is because there’s such a
15 high association of things like subdural hematoma, correct?
16 A That would be one. |
17 0 Epidermal hematoma, another one?
18 A Yes.:
19 Q Subarachnoid hemorrhage? ,
20 A Correct.
21 0 Contusion to the brain, correct?
22 A qusible.
23 Q Fractures to the sgskull, correct?
P 24 A Possible.

25 Q None of those occurred in this case when you looked at it
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at autopsy, did it?
A We didn’t f£ind any.
Q Now, the point is, is it not, Doctor, that if there were
a history of a 20 minute beating by 3 or 4 healthy young
males, not that you expect to find all findings but you should
find some injury?
A I never witnessed a beating, I don’t really know.
0 Certainly you have seen people come into an emergency

room that were beaten, you would have some opinion, wouldn’t

you?
A I have.
Q As a result of a beating it’s not unusual to wind up with

fractured facial bones, is that correct?

A Probably, no two beatings are the same.
Q That wasn't my question.
A What was your question?
Q My question was, as a result of a beating would it be
unusual to see facial fractures?

MR. ROSENBAUM: Objeétion.

THE COURT: Overruled.
A No.
Q And you agreed with Mr. Rosenbaum that the fact that you
don’'t find any real indication that she wés dragged doesn’t
mean that she couldn’t have been dragged to the scene where

she was foﬁnd, that’s what you agreed with him?
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A That’'s correct.
0 By that reasoning then it would be just as conceivable
that she could have flown to the scene too, as she was
dragged, because there’s no evidence to either one of them?
A I don’t think she could fly.
0 We wouldn’t be able to distinguish whether she flew or
was dragged according to what you found, correct?
A I don’t know how to answer your question.
Q  Now, Mr. Rosenbaum asked you some questions about the
position of the body at the time of death --

MR. ROSENBAUM: Obiject.

THE COURT: Sustained.

MR. McNAMEE: Those were his words, Your Honor.

THE COURT: No, they weren’t. Next question.
Q Mr. Rosenbaum asked you whether the body had been moved
or how it was positioned, but you didn’t know precisely héw
that occurred. Do you remember him asking you that?
A Not specifically.
0 Now, do you remember in your report that you stated or
during testimony I believe in the Cleveland case that the
injury, the fractured dislocation of the neck and the
lacerations cutting through the jugular vein would have to
have occurred within minutes of each other because they are
both lethal injuries, correct?

A I remember similar testimony.
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Q All right. So do yéu agree with that statement?
A I do.
0 All right. So the fracture dislocation of the neck would

have had to occur right where she had her throat slashed,

correct? .
A Or very close to it.
Q So it would not have occurred someplace else a half hour

before some other part of a beating, would iﬁ?

A I don’t think so.

Q Could that fracture dislocation of the neck have occurred
from someone standing behind the victim and snapping her head
forward to dislocate C-1 from the occiput?

A I don’t know, it might possibly.

0 And so there’s no reason that couldn’t have happened, for
example, either right after or before someone then slit her
throat, correct?

A I believe that would be true.

0 So if that were the.case then this fractured dislocation
was not from a car, was it?

A No, I didn’t say that.

Q Well, I'm saying, you said you did agree with me that the
injury ydu found, which you called a fracture dislocation,
coﬁldrhgvé been from someone standing behind the victim and
hyperreflécting?

A It could have ‘been from being hit by a car.
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Q From your finding the way this person died was not by
having their neck broken and throat slashed one after the
other in either order, is that correct?
A I guess so.
0 This deoes, does it not, look like this is where the neck
was cut because there are blood smash marks going over to the
left- as might occur i1f someone drew a knife left to right at
the neck?

MR. ROSENBAUM: Object.

THE COURT: Overruled.

A I can’t draw that conclusion.

Q Can you see the slash marks going in that direction?
A I can.

Q One last thing, Doctor, you did say that you did not,

were not aware of the Prosecutor’s theory of the case?

A That’s correct.

Q Now, if you take a look at our defense exhibit and turn
to the page marked Summary, what did you say right there, what

was said right there, on the autopsy that you signed?

A It is believed that there was a killing associated with a
drug deal.
Q Yes, that was what I needed. So that was the

Prosecutor’s theory, this was associated with a drug deal,

correct?

MR. ROSENBAUM: Object.
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THE COURT: éverruled.
A I inferred to, when you asked the Prosecutor’s theory,
that you meant how the murder was committed. The reason for
the murder is something I don’t --
0 In terms of the general theory of the case it’s clear
that the autopsy was done in light of the Prosecutor’s concept
of the theory of how all this occurred, is that correct?

MR. ROSENBAUM: Object.

THE COURT: Sustained.
0 Now, one last question. The Prosecutor asked you if a
broken neck and fractured ribs can occur in an automobile
accident, do you remember him asking you that?

MR. ROSENBAUM: Object.

THE COURT: Sustained, I don’t think he said
automobile accident, rephrase it.
0 The Prosecutor asked you something to the effect of can a
broken neck and fractured ribs occur as a result of being hit
by an auto, or run over by an auto? ﬁ
A They can.
@) But the question is, Doctor, is there evidence in thié
case that that is what happened? Do you have enough evidence
to support a medical conclusion to a reasonable degree of
medical certainty that that is in fact what happened?

A We have bloody tire marks.

Q. Which don’t go over the body?
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A It’s a little hard to know exactly where they went.
0 The point is there is no evidence they went over the
body?

piy Probably not.

Q And there’s no other evidence in other parts of the
anatomy immediately adjacent to the ribs that this car drove
over that body either, is there?

A No.

0 Now, when you agreed with him that these kind, the
fractured neck and fractured ribs can occur withoﬁt a
fractured shoulder or other finding you said to a reasonable

degree of medical certainty you could say yes that does

" happen, is that correct?

A Yes.
0 Could you tell me where yéu got that article you are
citing for us?
A I have seen many cases in the emergency room and have
deaths which I have autopsied where the nature of the- injuries
are quite variable.
Q That wasn’t really the question, though. He specifically
asked you if you know to a reasonable degree of medical
certainty that you can drive over the left side of someone’sg
body --

MR. ROSENBAUM: I object, because T have not

used the words drive over, that’s his characterization of this
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)
1 and that’s the source of controversy.
2 THE COURT: Overruled.
3 Q Specifically, this can occur without other injuries, you
4 don’'t have a reference where you can cite to that, do you?
5 A If you’re talking about a journal article, I'm -- I don’t
6 know, but my own personal experience I've seen it.
7 Q You have seen a number of cases where someone drove.over
8 the left ribs, left the left shoulder and arm intact and drove
9 over the neck?
10 A When you say drove over, you don’t know how it happened,
11 but a body being struck can produce these injuries without
= 12 producing injuries in the shoulder..
) 13 MR. McNAMEE: That’s all, Your Honor.
14 THE COURT: Mr. Rosenbaum.
15 MR. ROSENBAUM: Thankgyoﬁ; Your Honor.
16 FURTHER REDIRECT EXAMiNATION OF ROBERT THOMAS, M. D.
17 BY MR. ROSENBAUM:
18 Q Doctor, Mr. McNamee keeps, or has repeatedly gone back to
19 a scenario where 4 or 5 healthy young males are fighting with
20 a female and she becomes unconscious and I guess we assume for
21 anyone to be unconscioug is from a blow to the head, is that
22 correct?
23 A No.
4fw) 24 Q Could this woman faint from exhaustion or fear?
P 25 A Possibly.
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Q Now, I also asked you if in such a fight you would expect

to see facial fractures. Does Marsha Blakely have a facial

fracture?

A Yes.

0 ‘ What part of her face was fractured?

A Her mandible on the right side.

0 Finally, Doctor, I would like to ask you, what is the

goal, what questions are you ultimately called upon as a

Coroner to decide?
A Determine the cause of death.

Q And then do you make a ruling based upon that?

A That’s correct.

Q What are your choices for a ruling?

A Well, I can rule éut natural causes, which most of them
are. I can rule it natural causes, which most of them are, or

I can rule it a suicide or homicide.
Q What was your ruling.in this case?
MR. DUFF: Objection.
THE COURT: Overruled.
A I ruled it a homicide.- .
Q Does it matter if someone snapped her neck or broke

with a car for your ruling?

A No.

it
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MR. McNAMEE: Objection.

THE COURT: Overruled.
0 Is there any way a throat could be cut -- let me put it
to you this way. Is there any way you could rule this
anything other than a homicide?
A No, sir.
Q Based upon the constellation of all of the symptoms that

you have?

A That’'s correct.
0 With reasonable medical certainty?
A That’s correct.

MR. ROSENBAUM: I have no other qugstions.
THE COURT: Mr. McNamee. |
FURTHER RECROSS-EXAMINATION OF ROBERT THOMAS, M. D.
BY MR. MCNAMEE: |
0 You haven't seen a number of cases, have you, Doctor,
where someone has just passed out from fright, frightened, to
be rendered unconscious while they are being beaten for 20

minutes, have you?

A When they get to me they are dead so I haven’'t seen what

happeng ahead of time.

MR. McNAMEE: I have nothing further.

THE COURT: Any questions from the members of
the Jury?

Thank you, Doctor, you’re free to step down.
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o 1 (Out of the hearing of the Jury.)
2 THE COURT: What do you think, want to knock
3 off for foday?
4 - MR. ROSENBAUM: That'’s fine. From the way we'’re
5 going, I don’t think I have a short witness anyvhow.
6 | (Within the hearing of the Jury.)
7 THE COURT: With that, we are going to recess
8 for this evening. Be back tomorrow at 9 o’clock.
9| Remember the admonishments. You are instructed not to
10 read, view, listen to any report in the newspaper on the
11 subject of this trial. Do not permit anyone to read or
/ﬁ\ 12 comment on them to you or in your presence.
e 13 ‘ You must decide this case only upon the evidence received
14 at trial. If you acquire any information from outside sources
15 you afe to disregard it.
16 You are not to discuss this case among yourselves or with
17 anyone else, or form or express an opinion on the case until
18 "it’s finally submitted to you.
19 (Hearing recessed, to be resumed at 9:00 A.M.)
20
21
22
23
ﬁ\l 24
25
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(Hearing resumed Wednesday April 2, 1997, with all
parties and their counsel present.)
(Within the presence of the Jury.)
| THE COURT: Good morning. Mr. Rosenbaum, your

next witness.
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Thereupcon, the State,
in order to further maintain
the issues on its part
to be maintained, called
Richard Reséndez as a witness,
upon being first duly sworn | ,
and/or affirmed, was examined
and testified as follows:

DIRECT EXAMINATION OF RICHARD RESENDEZ

BY MR. ROSENBAUM:

0 Would you state your name, please, sir?

A | Richard Resendez, R-e-g-e-n-d-e-z.

Q Are you employed, sir?

A Yes, sir.

0 Tell the Court what you do for a living.

A I'm a police officer with the City of Lorain Police
Department.

Q How long have you served in that capacity?

A Seventeen years.

0 Are you at this time assigned to a particular division?
A I'm assigned to the Detective Bureau.

o] How long have you been in that particular unit?

A Six, 7 years.

Q Prior to that were you aSSigned to any particular

division of the Police Department?
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A Yeg, the narcotics.

Do you hold rank?

A Yes, I’ﬁ a Sergeant.

Q When did you make Sergeant?

A In ’94.

0 Were you assigned with then Sergeant Taliano to

_ investigate? Was he a Sergeant then?

A Yes, he was.
Q To investigate the deaths of Floyd Epps and/or Marsha
Blakely?

A Yes, sir.

0 Did you go to the scene where her body was discovered?
A Yes, sir.

0 Did you take photographs while you were there, sir?

A Yesg, sir.

0 Sir, I would like to hand you_some_photographs marked
State 8, A through B and D through G. Would you look at them,
please? Do'you recognize those photographs?

A Yes, gir.

0 Did you take them?

A I did.

) When did you take them?

A Photographg 8 A through 8 E were taken on the 9th of
August, 1991. Photographs 8 F and 8 G were taken on September

18th of '91.
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0 Did you take them on the date her body was discovered?
A Yeg, sir.

Q What date was that?

A August 9,'1991.

0 Could that have been the 8th, do you know?

A That’s correct. That’s my mistake. It was the 8th.

Q And you wentlback later and took two photographs?

A That would be these two.

Q Do those photographs accurately depict the scene they
represent?

MR. ROSENBAUM: At this time --
A They do.

MR. ROSENBAUM: At this time I would like to
move the admission of the photographs.

THE COURT: Mr. Duff?

MR. DUFF: I don’t have a problem with it.

THE COURT: They would be admitted.
o] Would you hold up the first and identify it by number and
explain as best you can to the Jury what it depicts?
A This is State’s Exhibit 8 and this is of the Westgate
Pl;za in the City of Lorain. To the rear of the plaza there’s
a service road used fér the various businesses. They get
their deliveries through the back door here. And this is a

photograph, I‘'m standing to the west of the Plaza, looking in

an easterly direction. From just a general overall view,
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there’s some foliage, some railroad tracks to the north of the
Plaza and the building and stuff is to the south.

0 8-A, please?

A 8-A, again I'm looking-- this is a closer view of, again,
from the west looking to the east, the same service road but
in this photograph it shows the body of Marsha Blakely on the

service road along with some tire tracks that were located at

the scene.
0 What were the tire tracks made from?
A A vehicle that had passed over Miss Blakely’s body.

There’s a tire track it would be just to the north of her and

another track just to the south of her.

0 What left the imprint of the tire on the road that you
photographed?

A Bloédstains.

0 Can you explain 8-B, please?

A B ig-- I made reference to the bloodstains and the tire

tracks. Thig is a close up view of that, in fact, tire track
standing now to the east looking in a westerly direction, same
service road and a bloodstain. This is where Miss Blakely’s
body was, in fact, located and tire impressions made of the
blood.

Q And 8-D7?

A 8-D is a little further view given from the east looking

towards the west and this is just a general overall view of
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the service road, again the foliage, the railroad tracks, and
to‘the north of the building.

Q 8-E?

A 8-E I'm standing now on the railroad tracks to the north
of the plaza, just getting an overall view of the general
crime scene location, and again the Westgate Plaza here and
the foliage and'there’s a slope, the railroad tracks are
elevated a little bit and there’s a slope that goes down and
the ghot is of that, the north looking to the south.

0 8-F, sir?

A 8-F is a metal table. This photograph was taken at Floyd
Epps’ apartment on the 18th of September and just indicates
the table leg that will come into play in photograph 8-G.

0 And 8-G, sir?

A 8-G.1is a photograph of Mr. Epps’ apartment, standing --
there’s two doors, a front door and rear door. I’'m standing

by the rear door. Mr. Epps didn’t have a lot of furniture in

3

his apartment,. This photograph indicates a table that has two

legs and it’s propped up against the wall, and the photograph

8-F shows this table leg and this table leg was so indicated

in this particular photograph.

0 I would like to hand you a videotape; marked as State’s
Exhibit 10 and ask you to look at it, please.
A Yes(,sir.

0 Can you identify that for the Court and Jury, please?
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A This is a video that I took of the crime scene on August
8th, 1991. This video shows the crime scene to the rear of

the Westgate Plaza.

Q Did you make that videotape?

A I did.

Q Doeg that truly and accurately depict the scene it
represents?

A Yes, it does.

0 Sir, you described there was some railroad tracks near

MarshalBlakely’s body?

A Yes, sir. |

0 How far from this body would they have been?

A Approximately 35 feet to the north.

Q Are you familiar with the location where Floyd Epps’ body

was found?

N

A Yes, sir. :
!
Q Can you tell the Court and Jury where it was located?
a Yes, sir, that was located approximately 1 o’clock, give

or take a couple minuteg, on the 8th of August, in the early
morning hours, that would be 1:00 A.M. Miss Blakely was
located at 9:00 A.M., roughly, and Mr. Epps was, in fact,
located on the street known as Wallace Lane in the City of
Lorain, which is just to the west and north of Westgate Plaza.
0 On the other gide ©f those tracks? |

A That’s correct.
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Q How far is it from the location of where Epps’ body was
found to where Marsha’s body was found?
A Approximately two-tenths, three-tenths of a mile.
0 Sir, I would like to hand you State’s Exhibit 2, 2-A, 2-B
and 2-C and ask you to look at them, please.
Do you recognize those photographs, sir?
A Yes, sir.
Q Can you identify them for the Court and Jury?
A Yesg, sir. |
0 What are thesge?
A These are photographs taken by the Lorain County
Coroner’s Office. They were notified, as is procedure of any
death in the County, and they responded to the scene and took
this set of photographsl
Q Do those photographs truly and accurately dépict the
scene they represent? |
A They do.
Q Were you involved in taking and delivering any blood

samples in connection with this case?

A Yes, I was.
0 Explain that to the Court and Jury, please.
A During the course of the investigation we were able to

suspected blood droppings on this. At that particular time we

wanted to identify those blood droppings. The particular
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evidence was a Jjacket. We obtained thig %
point we obtained a search warrant from the Lorain County
Prosecutor’s Office for known blood samples taken from the
individual by the name of Lenworth Edwards. We obtained those
along with those taken from the Coroner’s Office of Marsha
Blakely and Floyd Epps. We wanted those 3 samples identified
and compared with the unknown sample on this jacket we were
able to obtain.

Q Were yéu present when the jacket was obtained?

A Yes, sir. |

Q Who did you obtain the jacket froﬁ?

A A female by the name of Delphnia Guice.

0 What did you do with the jacket, sir?

A I transferred those to the Bureau of Criminal

Identification in Richfield, Ohio.

0 For blood analysis?
A That’s correct.
Q Sir, I would like to. hand you some plastic vials

containing exhibits that have been marked State’s Exhibit 3,

4, 5 and ask you to look at them, please?

v

A Yes, sir.
Q Can you identify them?
A Yes, sir. As I indicated, this is the blood vial that was

taken from Lenworth Edwards. I was present when this was, in

fact, taken at St. Joe’s Hospital in the City of Ilorain, and I
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122 .
took that to the Bureau of Criminal Identification.

These 2 are the known blood samples that I obtained from
the Coroner’s office, State’s Exhibit 5, that being the known
samples of Floyd Epps and State’s Exhibit 4, that being of
Maxrsha Blakely.

0 I would like to hand you an exhibit marked as State’s
Exhibit 6 and ask if you can identify that, siz?
A Yes,\sir.
Q What is that?
A This is aljaéket that myself and Det. Taliano received
from Delphnia Guice; a jean jackeé? Thislalong with the blood
samples were subsequently taken to BCI, Bureau of Criminal
Identification.
0 How is it that you went to Miss Guice’s house to get that
jacket, State’s Exhibit 67
A Migs Guice had flagged down a uniformed officer from the
patrol division and indicated that she wanted to meet with
either myéelf or Lieutenant Taliano.

MR. DUFF: Objection.

THE COURT: Overruled.
Q Go ahead.
A And she wanted to turn over particular items, that being
a jacket and a pair of jogging pants, I believe, and she
wanted to turn those over to us. In fact, she did. We met

with her and she did.
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Q Are the exhibits you identified today in substantially
the same condition today as when you impounded them except for
the tests performed on them?
A That’s correct.
Q Where have these exhibits been since being impounded and
brought to Court today?
A They have been in the custody of Lofain County
Courthouse, Court officers or Lorain Police Departmentf
Q Did you retrieve the exhibits from BCI after the lab
analysis were done?
A Yes, sir.
MR. ROSENBAUM I have no other guestions, Your
Honor.
THE COURT: Mr. Duff-?
MR. DUFF: Yes, Your Honor
(Defendant’s Exhibit B marked for identification.)

CROSS~EXAMINATION OF RICHARD RESENDEZ

"BY MR. DUFF:

Q Handing you what'’'s been marked for identification
purposes Defendant’s Exhibit B, take a minute and go through

that and tell me if you can identify that document .

A Yes, sir.
0 What is that document, sgir?
A This is a Lorain Police Department report that was filed

in regard to this particular investigation.




10
11
12
13
14
15
i6
17
18
15
20
21
22
23

24

25

124

Q Did you participate in the compilation of that?
A My Agsistant Lieutenant Detective and I.
0 Tt would be a fair statement Det. Taliano was the chief

investigator in this case?

A That’s correct.

Q And you assisted him throughout?

A Yes, sir.

0 Continually throughout?

A No,’sir, I had some other duties.

0 But as much as you could?

A As much as he requested me to.

Q You're familiar with that document?

A That’s correct.

Q You read that in preparation of your testimony today, you

went over it?
A Yeg, sir.
0 And can you tell the Jury what is meant by the term

contamination of a crime scene?

A In my opinion?
Q As a seasoned police officer?
A That would be if in fact a crime scene or any scene that

an officer would respond to not being aware of what had
transpired prior to his arrival, once he arrives that his job
is to secure that scene and try not to disturb it in any

particular way. Obviously if there’s any first aid that needs
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to be done or any dangerous situation, he’s to obtain that but

other than that it’s just to protect that scene as best as
possible.

Q Do you know what a forensic gcientist ig?

A Generally.

Q Tell the Jury what that is.

A ~That would be somebody who analyzes evidence for value,

to see what wvalue it has.

0 Who does that for Lorain Police Department?

A We send all our evidence out.

Q To where?

A The Crime Lab or the Bureau of Criminal Identification.
0 Where is that?

A Richfield.

Q Did you use them in this case?

A Yes.

Q Did you use the Crime Lab?

A I believe they responded to the scene and took some
photographs.

0 Preservation of evidence, tell the Jury what that is?
A Preservation would be obviously to preserve it in

gsubstantially the same condition as you found it, as in this
case, lab analysis was performed.
0 You would agree, preservation of evidence at a crime

gcene 1g of the foremost importance?
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That’s correct.
-- that you were taught?
That’s correct.
Trace evidence, tell the Jury what that is.
Yes, sir.
What is that?

When two particular physical items come in contact,

generally something is left behind. When that’s visible to

the human eye, that’s when the forensics scientist comes into

play. When two items come together something is left.

Q

If you and I got in a fight on the floor, something is

generally left?

A

Q

A

Q

A

Q

It’s not 100 percent, but generally.
It’'s a good rule of thumb?

I'm not a scientist, but generally.
That’'s what you look for?

We try.

Do you know what happened to the ¢lothes. that Marsha .

.Blakely was wearing at the time of her death?

We transported those to BCI.

Was any luminol testing requested on those clothes?
Yes, sir.

Do you have the request sheet with you?

‘No, I don’t. |

Did you receive a subpoena from me?
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A Yes, I did.
Q . Did you-- I requested that you bring anything in your

possegsion or Lorain Police Department’s relating to the

investigation?

A That would be the same as of Det. Taliano.

Q I requested--

A I believe that is correct.

Q Do you have those items personally?

A I don’t have them, I belie&e they may be in the case
file.

THE COURT: Arxe they here?
(Out of the hearing of the Jury.)

MR. ROSENBAUM: He subpoenaed everybody to bring
everything in on behalf of the State. We do have it in Det.
Taliano’s care.

MR. DUFF: I can do it through Téliano.

THE COURT: Fine.

(Within the hearing of the Jury.)

Q It would be fair to say Det. Taliano has the items I
subpoenaed?

A That’s correct.

0 He has possegsion of them?

A That’s correct.

Q Not wyou?

A That’s correct.
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Now, do you know if any trace evidence was found on

Marsha Blakely’'s clotheg?

A

Q

A

o

No, I don’t know that, sir.
You have no knowledge of that?
That’s correct.

And do you know if fingernail -gecrappings were requested

of Marsha Blakely by the Lorain Police Department?

A

Q

T think they were conducted by the Coroner’s Office.

If the Coroner previously testified they weren’t

requested, that would be incorrect?

A

Q

A

Q

I couldn’t testify to this, sir. I believe they were.
Do you have any knowledge that they were requested?
No, sir.

You have no document to verify they were requested by

Lorain Police?

A

Q

and there’s physical contact, someone’s skin may be left under

A

Q

A

Q

No, sgir.

It would be a fair statement if two people get in a fight

gomeone else’s fingernails, is that correct?

"It depends on the type of fight.

A hand fight?
It could or could not have.

Two people in close proximity, two people fighting,

fingernail samples might be useful?

A

That'’s correct.
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Q Now, hair samples. Were any fingernail scrapings

>requested on Floyd Epps?

A I'm not familiar with that, no, gir. I don’t know that.

e Do you know Floyd Epps’ throat was cut in a very similar

fashion to Marsha Blakely?

A I don’t know that.

Q Marsha had a 13 centimeter cut and so did Floyd Epps?
A I'm familiar with Marsha, not Floyd Epps.

0 You don’t know they had the same cut? That would
surprise you?

A That would be a surprise to me.

Same side of the neck, too, that would surprise you?

Q
A That’s correct.
Q

And you know they died in close proXimity to each other,
not only geographically, they did die close geographically?
A Two, three-tenths of a mile.

Q How long would it take to walk?

A Ten minutes.

0 And driving even less?

A That’s correct.

0 And we also know they died relatively close in time, is
that correct?

A Yes, sir.

Q Now, do you have the photographs there, sir, State’s

Exhibits 2, 2-A, 2-B? They all depict Marsha Blakely’s body,
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is that correct?
A Yes, sir.
0 Laying behind the Plaza?
A . Yeg, sir.
Q It’s apparent in each of the photographs there’s leaves

closely associated with that body, are there not?

A There’s foliage there, that’s correct, sgir.

0 Those are leaves, are they not?

A Yesg, sir, overgrown weeds.‘

0 With leaves?

A Yeg, sir.

Q You're familiar with thefTTéﬁgfound on the buttock of

Marsha Blakely?

A I am.

Q Did you ever request. a comparison. of that leaf to any of
those there?

A Not to my knowledge.

Q I'm gsorry, did I ask you if hair samples werxe taken from
Blakely and Epps?

A You mentioned them.

Q Do you know if you made such a request?

A No, I don’t, sir.

Q Could you tell the usefulness of requesting hair
sampling?

A Generally the hair can be uged for identification.
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0 Let me interrupt you, if I couid. Hair sample
comparisoné can be made, can they not?
A They give you a general breakdown, that’s correct.
Q Whereag you can’t posgitively state it’s someone’s hair,
it’s the very same hair?

That’'s correct.

Did you request hair samples of John Edwards?

I don't believe so, sir.

A
Q
A
Q Did you request hair samples of Lenworth Edwards?
A No, sir.
Q Lenworth is not related to Jchn, is he?
A Not to my knowledge. I havé no idea.
Q That’s what I’'m asking, to your knowledge.

Did you request hair samples of Benson Davis?
A I don’t believe so.
0 Lenworth, Benson Davis, John Edwards, and I'm migsing
somebody. Alfred Cleveland, did you request hair samples of
him?
A Not that I'm aware of.
Q So it’s a fair statement you requested hair samples of

the defendant, is that correct?

A Net that I'm aware of.

0 And none from the two decedents?
A I would have to lock at the report, but I’'m not familiar
with that.
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0 You’re not aware of any?
A That’s correct.
o) Now, this blood that you talked about, you didn'’t request

a DNA analysistbe done on that, did you?

A No, sir.

Q Tell the Jury what a DNA analysis is to the best of your
knowledge.

A This would be a very, very general explanation.

Q That’s fine.

A Generally it’s the breakdown of your body’s fluid,
whether that bé~m again you can get DNA through hair, any body
fluid and generally through blood I believe would be.the.most
common way, to break it down into a particular stage for
identification purposes or comparison to narrow down the
unknown to a known sample, and if you compafe the DNAvyou get
a very, very small spectrum of the possibilities, and again
the ﬁumbers I would just be speculating it would be one in
something.

Q It’'s fair to say DNA breaks down to analysis of generic
structure of blood 5r skin or something from the human body,
is that correct?

A That’s correct.

Q Aﬁd you have used DNA analysis in your other
investigations, have you not?

A Yes, sir.
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Of murder casesg, have you not?
Yes, sir.
Used them successfully, haven’t you?
Me personally?
Or your officers?
Yes, sir.

It’s aided you to prosecute individualg and identify if

they were at the crime scene?

A It was used as one of the pieces of evidence, that’s
correct.

Q And there was no such request made in this case?

A Not to my knowledge.

0 Now, that apartment you first went to, that apartment of

Floyd Epps, was that on Sunset Boulevard?

A

A ©

10

e

A o I o I ©

Yes, sir.

You first went there when, that same day, about 11:307
Myself?

Yeah.

I went there, it would be on the 9th.

The 9th?

Yeg, sir.

You first went there on the 9th?

That would be me, not other officers.

The 9th of August?

That’s correct.
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Q Do you know if Det. Taliano was there prior to that?
A I believe he was.

Q Do you know when he wag there?

A It would be the 8th.

0 The 8th? Do you know who he went'there with?

A No, sir, I don't.

0 Do you know what time of day he went there?

A No, sir.

0 August 8th Det. Taliano was there?

A To myvknowledge that’s correct.

Q This is Floyd Epps’ apartment, right? Is that correct?
A °  Yes, eir.

0 And you went there on the 9th, is that right?

A That’s correct.

0 And at some point what did you.go there for?

A I was requested by Det. Taliano to assist him.

0 To look at it?

A To go through the apartment, to loock at it.

0 And you did that, right?

A Yes, sii.

Q And you féund the apartment orderly and no sign of a
struggle, isn’t that a fair statement?

A No, sir, that’s not a fair statement.

Q That’s not a fair statement? Page 34 of that police

report, Detective?
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MR. ROSENBAUM: Can we approach the bench, Your
Honor?

THE COURT: Yes.

(Out of the hearing of the Jury.)

MR. ROSENBAUM: We would object to
cross-examining Detective Resendez with something that is not
his statement.

MR. DUFF: I think he read it, Your Honox, for
preparation.

THE COURT: It’'s not a statement. I’m not
going to let you get into it.

(Within the hearing of the Jury.)

Q So you would state that’s not a fair statement that
apartment appeared to be in an orderly fashion, no sign of
violence?

A Again--

Q Answer the question.

A I can’'t agree with your statement. It would be my own
definition.

Q You would agree the apartment was not in disarray, is

that correct?

A Yes, sir.

0 All right.

A I'1l agree with you.

Q There were no dishes or anything on the floor, anything
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broken that would appear to be evidence of a struggle or
fight, is that correct?

A Begides the table legs.

Q Just answer my question, sir.

y:y I can’'t answer that, sir.

0 Did there come a time you ghanged the locks on that
apartment?

A Yes, sir.

Q | What date was that?

A We requested that August 9th.

Q When did it get done?

A I believe within that date.

Q August 9th?

A Yes, sir.

o) Are you sure about that, Detective?

A Yes, I know it wasg on the 9th.

0 Did you and I have a discussion on this case and you

indicated it was August?

A That was.

Q The report indicates you went in on September 9th?

A August 9 and. September 9.

Q And the locks were changed on September 9th the report

indicates?

A At one point in the report.

Q That’s when you told me the locks were changed?
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After I reviewed my report.

You told me the locks were changed September 9th, not

August 9th, isn’t that correct?

A That’s correct.

0 You don’t know who changed the locks?

A Lorain Metropolitan Housing.

Q Do you have any document to verify when the locks were
changed?

A No.

0 So the locks were changed either August 9th or September
9th, is that right? |
A I would testify to the 9th of August.

0 Well, the report indicateg that, isn’t that correct?

A That'’s correct.

o) Aﬁd you guys didn’t do that, IMH did that, Lorain

Metropolitan Housing?

A

That’s correct.

Now, do you have photographs -- the table and table leg,
were these photographs taken?

September 18th.

And at whose request were the photos taken?

Whose request?

Yeah.

We did that in conjunction with BCI analysis.

It would be a fair statement Floyd Epp’s apartment was a

S




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

138

place in the City of Lorain where a lot of people hung out?

A That would be a fair statement.

0 People could come and go?

A That’s correct.

Q Floyd Epps was a severe alcoholic?
A That’s correct.

Q Would it be odd to see different people sleeping in his
house at different times?

A No, sir, that wouldn‘’t be odd.

Q People would randomly come and go in that apartment?
A That was generally correct.
Q So that apartment was unsecured for at least, according

to the one date in the report, for at least 24 hours from
August 8th, when Det. Taliano was in there, until August 9th,

is that correct?

A That’s correct.

Q That’s 24 hours where it’s unsecured, is that right?
A Yeg, sir.

0 And the other scenario in the report, it would be at

least a month?
A According to the date, but I believe it to be a typo.

0 Let’s agsume it’s correct, it was 24 hours to a month, is

that right?

A According to the dates on the report.

Q You don’t know if other people were in the apartment
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during that time, do you?
A No, sir, I don’t know.
0 You didn’t leave a police officer there to guard it until
the locks could be changed?
A No, sir.
Q This table is propped up against the wall, is it not, in
8-G?
A Yes, sir.
Q And it appears to have items on it?
A Yes, sgir.
Q And those items are still on the table?
A Yes, sir.
0 If there’'s a fight anywhere near that table it would

knock that table over, isgs that correct?

Y2y I believe so.
0 But that table is not knocked over?
A No, sir.

Q May I see that photograph? And that table leg is right
below the table, ig that correct? 4
A Yes.

Q You would agree Floyd Epps wasn’t the kind of guy that
kept a neat apartment, isn’t that correct?

A Yes, sir.

0 It wouldn’t be uncommon to find Floyd Epps sleeping in a

car or sleeping in an alley in Lorain?
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A I don’'t know hig general behavior, sir, when he was
alive.
Q You had seen him around town?
A Yesg, gir.
Q Driving around town, ybu would see him lying drunk some-
where?
A Yes, sir.
Q So you knew that?
A I don’t know where he slept. Yes, I seen him in town.
0 .In an intoxicated state?
A On a few occasions.
Q Did you attempt to do anything with these? Well, you
took the vidéo, right?.
A Yes, sgir.
0 And there was a shoe print there, wasn’t there, at the
scene?
A A shoe print?
0 Yes. In blood?
A I»don’t remember a shoe print, gir, I’11l have to --
0 How long is that video, Detective?
A About 10 minutes, I believe.
0 You took that?
A Yeg, sir.
Q And that accurately depicts the crime scene?

MR. DUFF: Your Honor, can we do that?
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THE COURT: We’ll take a break at this time.
Remember the admonishment the Court had given you not to
discuss this case among yourselves or permit anyone to discuss
it with you.
(Thereupon, a short recegs was held.)
(Hearing resumed.)
(Within the presence of the Jury.)
CONTINUED CROSS-EXAMINATION OF RICHARD RESENDEZ

BY MR. DUFF:

0 Detective, you had a chance to view the E

break?

A Yes, sir.

0 You took this wvideo, did you not?

A Yes, sir.

0 You were in charge of the camexra?

A Yeg, gir.

0 And there were several police officers there, including

Det. Taliano?

A Yeg, sir.

Q - And you heard voices talking about a .footprints, is that
correct? That’s correct, on that video?

A Yes, sir.

Q And you did not go over and photograph, videotape that

footprint? |

A No footprints was found.




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

142
0 You heard officers.talking about the footprint?
A I heard somebody --
0 There were police officers out there?
A There were people in the doorways.
0 You heard about footprints?
A I heard discussions about that, sir, I don’t know who

talked about that.

MR. DUFF: If we could play the video for the
Jury now?

THE COURT: All right.

MR. DUFF: Can I approach, Your Honor?

(Out of the hearing of the Jury.)

MR. DUFF: I was going to ask if we could stop
it after that discussion.
lJ'THE COURT: That’s your video, that’s your
presentation. Do whatever you want with it, Mr. Duff.

(Within the hearing of the Jury.).

(Thereupon a portion of the video was played for the

Jury.)

Q Did you hear, "Hey, Captain, there’s a footprint over
here? ’

A Yesg, sir.

Q I=s that a police officer?

A Obviously, sir.

0 Did anyone asgk you to videotape that?
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No, sir.
That was a police officer, though, correct?
Again, obviously, if he would have referred to Captain.
Who would be the Captain on the scene?

Captain Rivera at the time, and Casteel, and, excuse me,

Captain Bombeck. -

(Thereupon, more of the videotape was played.)

Q Detective, did you see that footprint there?
Yesg, sir. |
Q So there’s an outline of a bloody footprint, is there
not?
A It appears it was an impression.
0 And they were discussing it right there?
A Yés, sir.
(Thereupon, more of the videotape was played.)
0 Is that the entire video, Detective?
A Yes, sir.
Q0  Now, were any lifts made of that tire impressygn?
A The crime lab came out.‘ I'm not aware if ﬁhey lifted
anything.
0 There’s a process toviifpiﬁg tire priﬂggrlike that, is

there not?

A
Q .

N :

I imagine.
You testified before on this, in this case?

There’s one I'm aware of.
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0 Tell the Jury.
A On a flat surface, if I attempt to lift one it would be
to place a sheet of paper over a particular surface, and( in
fact, make that impression that is on the surface, try to copy

that on a paper.

Q They have a special paper to lift that, have they not?

A I believe they do.

0 Do you know if that was done in this case?

A I do nét know, sir.

Q Do you know if a similér lifting process was attempted on

that shoe pridft?
A Was one attempted?
Q . Yes.
A I'm not aware of one.
0 All right.
MR. DUFF: If I could have a minute to look a?
my notes, I'm at the end, Your Honor.
Q B Well, when was the first time you were at Fléyd Epps’
apartment with anyone from BCI?
A On the 6th of September.
0 So is that the first date a forensic scientist had access
to that apartment?
A Floyd Epps’, that’s correct.

0 So that’s a forensic scientist. Was he from Lorain

* County Crime Lab or Richfield?
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A This gentleman wasg from BCI.
Q That’s the first one from either facility?
A That’s right.

All right. You were there with him?
Yes, sir.
And did you dust for prints?

He did.

Q
A
Q
A
0 And that’s the time the phgtos were taken, riéht?
A Yes, sir.

0 Did you dust that table for prints?

A I don't recall if he did or not .

Q You would agree that certain surfaces lend themselves
better to retain fingerprints, do they not?

A Yes; gir.

Q And a smooth surface such as this jury rail, rail,

something smooth like this piece of wood is a better surface

to obtain a print from than say a pilece of carpet,  is that

correct?
A If you compare those 2 items, correct.
Q This table in 8-G would be a smooth surface, where it

would be favorable to the removal of prints, would it not?

A It would depend on the particular covering of the table.
Q It appears to be a smooth table?

A Again, sir, it appears.
Q

And you don’t know if any prints were attempted to be
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1ifted from that?
A No, sir, that was BCI.
Did you reguest 1it?
He was a forensic scientist, he made his own analysis.
You requested it?
I don’'t remember requesting a particular table.
What other police officer was there?

Lt. Taliano.

(ORI O T S o

You certainly had a right to say something if you felt
gsomething was imporfant?

Yes, sir.

But you don’t remember seeing either of those?

No, sir.

A
Q
A
0] What was dusted for prints?
A The wallg, doorways, handles.
Q You don’t know about the table leg ahd table?
A No, sir.

MR. DUFF: If I could just have a moment, Your
Honor.
Q Well, just real quickly as to the crime scene at Floyd

Epps’ apartment, there’s a sidewalk behind the building, is

that correct?

A Yes, sir.
Q And is there a stationary light pole out there?
A I'm not aware of one, sir.
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0 There might be?
A I'm not aware.
Q Did you take any photos‘bfAthe crime scene, Floyd Epps’
apartment to show to the Jury?
A No, sir.
0 And there’s a‘grassy area out there?
A Yes, sir.
Q To get to the grass you would have to go over the
concrete if you were dragging a body coming out of the door?

A Again there’s a grass area and sidewalk area.

Q If I'm taking a body, dragging it out the door, I would

have to take it over this concrete area to get to the

driveway?

A There’s a stoop.

Q And a sidewalk up to the stoop?

A Yes.

Q How many feet of sidewalk from the Floyd Epps’ apartment

to the street, approximately?

A Thirty to 35, I would say.

0 Would you believe 50 to 1007

A Agaiﬂ, it’s my recollection, it’s possible.
Q You wouldn’t disagree with that number?

A Again, sir, I don’'t know that to be --

MR. DUFF: That’s it, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Mr. Rosenbaum, anything further?
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REDIRECT EXAMINATION OF RICHARD RESENDEZ

BY MR. ROSENBAUM:

Q Although the tii

fﬂpﬁinpﬁwweren’t lifted, were efforts

made to -preservesthem by the Lorain County Crime Lab?

A I believe there were.
Q How wasg that done?
A A get of photographs, they placed markers where these

tire track impressions were made and again, I'm not sure how
they in fact attempted but I believe they were in fact pointed
out. |

Q You called Lorain County Crime Lab for assistance at the

scene where Marsha Blakely’s body was found?

A Yes, sir.
0 And you called in BCI?
A For Floyd Epps’ apartment.

0 R When did that take place?
A September 8th. Again, we just received information, our
investigation learned --

MR. DUFF: Objection.

THE COURT: Overruled.
A -- around the 11lth of September that in fact his apartment
had a biggerArole in this whole homicide investigation than we
had originally learned.
0 Prior to be BCI coming on I think you said the 18th of

September?
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A Yes, sir.
Q Were attempts made to secure that apartment?

A. Yes, sir.

Q How was that done?

A Again on the 9th of August the locks were changed and we
retained the only key.

Q  And prior to the locks being changed the day before was
the apartment protected in any cher way?

A The door was locked when the origilnating officer, that
would be Lt. Taliano, arrived there on the 8th.

0 You have been asked a lot of guestions about things that
could have been done and some of the things that were done in

different ways, is that correct?

A Yeg, sir.

Q Did you drop the ball here in your opinion?
MR. DUFF: Object to that, that’s his opinion.
THE COURT: Overruled.

A .No, gir.

0 Was every reasonable effort made to preserve the scene

and do your job as police officexrs?

MR. DUFF: Object.

THE COURT: Overruled.
A We made every effort that was available, that meaning in
1991, that were available.

MR. ROSENBAUM: I don’t have any other




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
1S
20
21
22
23
24

25

150
gquestions. THE COURT: Mr. Duff.
RECROSS EXAMINATION OF RICHARD RESENDEZ

BY MR. DUFF:

0 We didn’t have DNA testing in 1991, that’s not your

testimony, is it, Officer?

A Can I answer the question?

0 Did you have‘DNA testing in ‘917 N
A The BCI didn’t have it.

Q It was available through the FBI?

A I wouldn’t know, sir.

You know about a case involving Amos Lee?

Yes, sir.

And they used that?

I'’m not aware, sir, I wasn’t a detective.

That happened before this case, didn’t it?
I believe it was, sir.

And they used that in that case?

- ) b= © I " o N " o)

I'm not aware. I’'m not aware what the police detectives
did prior to being a detective.
Q .So it’s not your testimony DNA wasn’t available in 7917

A My testimony is the fact we used the best methods

available.
0 You didn’t do hair samples?
A No, sir.

0 You didn’t do blood from anyone other than Lenworth?
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A That’s correct.
Q There are a lot of placés in this case where you did drop
the ballv?
A Not in my opinion, sir.
0 That’s for the Jury -=

MR. ROSENBAUM: Object.
THE COURT: Overruled.
'MR. DUFF: I’'ll withdraw that.

0 I thought you testified on*my initial cross, you said

that apartment, Floyd Epps’ apartment was left unattended and

unsecured for at least 24 hours, is that what.you testified
to?

A You asked me when I was there, sir, on the 9th.

Q No, let me get it straight. When you got there, there

was a police officer guarding that apartment?

A No, sir.

Q It was unattended by the Lorain Police Department?

A That’s correct.

Q And you would agree that you found Floyd Epps dead?
A Right . |

0 And you found Marshé Blakely dead?

A Right. |

Q In close time and geogfaphy?

A Yes, sir.

Q And it’s practical, is it not, to assume there may be
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evidence of those deaths at Floyd Epps’ apartment, which is

very close to where Marsha Blakely’s body was found?

A It would be assumed, based on information that we knew at
thig time. " /
0 Det. Taliano made that assumption when he went there the

morning of the 8th?

A

Q

A

Q

apartment might have valuable evidence

5 0 » o

‘time

That they were related?
That it was a crime scene.
I couldn’t tell, Det. --
Did Det. Taliano go there on the 8th?

THE COURT: Mr. Duff, let him answer.
All right. Did Det. Taliano go thére the 8th?
To my knowledge he did.

It didn’'t reguire a large heap of knowledge in your

~opinion, to believe that on the 8th of August Floyd Epps’

to these murders in it?
It depends on the information you have.

I'm asking on the information you had?

At that time?

Right.

I can’t say it did play a large part at that partiéular,
on the 8th of August.

Do you think it would require a large heap'of knowledge?
I can’t agree with your statement.

Does it require a large heap of logic to believe on
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August 8th that Floyd Epps’ apartment might contain evidence

of these crimes?

A I can’'t answer that, sir.
0 Why can’t you answer?
A Becguse of the information. At that time we weren’t

aware that in fact it played a major role in the investigation
of this home.
Q How far was she found from the apartment?

Two to 3 tenths of a mile.

e

Q No; from Floyd Epps’ place to Marsha’s body?
A That would probably be a half mile.

0 And Floyd Epps was found very close too, right?

A Yes, sir.

0 With the same slashed throat, right, but you didn’t know
that? |

A That’s correct, I didn’t know that.

Q  You certainly would agree that would be a major piece of
evidence to know, they were both slashed at the throat?

A It would be.

Q aAnd you didn’t know that until today?
a Yes, sir, you told me that.

Q Right. Did you ever bother to read the Coroner’s report
on Floyd Epps?

A No, sir.

Q Isn’t that an important piece of evidence for a detective
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to read?

A The case investigator, I assisted him.

Q So you depend on him to tell you everything?
A No, sir.

MR. DUFF: That’s it, Judge.
FURTHER REDIRECT EXAMINATION OF RICHARD RESENDEZ
BY MR. ROSENBAUM:
0 Sir, did you hear Dr. Thomas on that tape that was made
to the Jury? |
A Yes, sgir.
Q Did you hear him say he wasn’t even going to autopsy
Floyd Epps’ body because it looks like a car crash to him?
A Yes, sir.
MR. DUFF: Object.
THE COURT: Overruled.
0 When did the link between the 2 become apparent, that

makes all this hindsight Duff is questioning you about so

obvious?

A It wasn’t until the 11th of September.
Q What happened then?

A We made contact with a witness.

Q That would be? |

A William Avery, Jr.

FURTHER RECROSS-EXAMINATION OF RICHARD RESENDEZ

BY MR. DUFF:
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Q If I may, you heard Dr. Thomas say at the crime scene, I
heard it, I wasn’'t going to autopsy it but now I’1ll go back
and autopsy it?
A That’s correct.
Q He knew right away to go back and autopsy this other
body? You knew there might be a link here in the problem?
A You asking me what Dr. Thomaé knew? |
Q No, I'm not asking you, let me rephrase it. You knew
from listening to Dr. Thomas that day that he was going to go
back and reexamine Epps’ body, right?
A Yes, gir.
Q And did you ever bother to ask him or lock at the report

and say was his throat slashed, until today?

A No, sir.

MR. DUFF: All right.

MR. ROSENBAUM: No other questions.

THE COURT: Any questions from the members of
the Jury?

(Out of the hearing of the Jury the attorneys read the
questions and discussed the questions.)
(Within the hearing of the Jury.)

THE COURT: Det. Resendez, do you know what the

‘shiny object’laying in the brush at the crime scene was?

THE WITNESS: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Can you tell us?
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THE WITNESS: That would be a gilver colore@
f@ﬂdiqg:ébmbﬁkhat was found in the foliage there,‘a fold up
comb in the shape of a pocket comb, but it folds in layers.
THE COURT: Any follow-up questions?
MR. ROSENBAUM I have none, Your Honor..

FURTHER RECROSS-EXAMINATION OF RICHARD RESENDEZ

BRY DUFF:

Q Do you know how that got there?

A I learned that, sir. |

0 Later from other police officers?

A That’s correct.

0 What police officer is that?

a Det. Rivera.

0 When did you learn'that, how much later?

A I just learned that information last week, sir.

THE COURT: You may 'step down.
We are going to send the Jury out for a few minutes.
Remember the admonishment not to discuss the case among
yourselves or with anyone else.

(Out of the presence of the Jury.)
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ex, drug angles eyed in slayings
Man, 47, crushed by car,
woman friend, 22, slashed

By LAWRENCE BUDD
C-T Staff Writer

LORAIN — The discovery
Thursday of the bodies of a man
and a woman within blocks of
each other in west Lorain
brought a sudden, gruesome end
to seven months without a vio-
lent death in the city.

The body of Floyd Epps, 47, of
Sunset Lane, was found about
1:30 a.m. on Wallace Lane, ahout
1,000 feet south of West Erie
Avenue, his face apparently
crushed bereath a car tire,
according to reports.

Police originally thought he
‘was the victim of a hit-skip acci-
dent.

“He was a harmless drunk,”
Capt. Cel Rivera said today.
“There was no reason to kill

im.”

Less than eight hours later,
police were called to the alley
behind Westgate Plaza at Leav-
itt Road and Route 611, where
the body of Marsha Blakely, 22,
was found with about 15 stab

Jim Donovan and Indy car
driver Jobn Andretti will

team up Saturday on
WVIZ-TV Channel 25 at 3
p.m. to broadcast the All-
American Soap Box Derby
from Akron. One of the con-
testants, in the kit car divi-
sion, will be Greg Marsh of
Elyria, who captured the
Cleveland regional title.

From Hal Holbrook to Olympia
Dukakis, it'll be a busy, busy the-
ater season in the Cleveland area
Encare previews the shows and
the stars.

Bari, Italy: Thousands of Alba-
nians fleeing their impoverished
homeland are being sent home;
some escape roundup affer escap-
ing from stadium. A-3.

Oberiin: Vo-ed schooi to put
0.75-mill levy on November bal-
lot. A9.

Elyria: Verdict expected today in
trial of Elyria woman Debra
‘Wood, accused of having sex with
juveriles. C-1.

Sheffield Lake: The fiance of
Angela Ayala submits to a lie
detector fest. C-1.

Elyria: Practice starts for the
1991 high school football season
today and the C-T kicks off its
coverage with previews on the
three Elyria schools. B-1

Bridge C4 Garden C5
Business B6 Horoscope C4
Comics  C9 lottery A2
Dear Abby A5 People  C4
Deaths  C2 Sports  Bl-4
Editorial A4 TV c4
Etc. A3

Forecast -

Clotdy: Low tonight 55-60.

Chance of showers Saturday.
High in mid-70s. Details on A-2,

wounds in the neck and bloody
tire stains nearby.

Police quickly determined
that Biakely had been staying at
Epps’ home, and a homicide
investigation began.

Investigators spent most of
the day at the scene, talking
with the victims’ friends and
questioning patrons of Charlie’s
Sports Bar, located in Westgate
Plaza, where one person said
Blakely had been about mid-
night.

“We had somebody else tell us
she doesn’t go to bars,” Rivera
said. “We've got nothing, abso-
lutely nothing.”

He added, “We're not getting
many calls, and that’s what it's
geing to take. We need help from
the community on this one.”

Blakely’s record of theft, drug
and prostitution arrests led
police to suspect her death could
be linked to drugs or sex, Rivera
said.

‘"Homicide’s a crime of pas-
sion,” he said. “A lot of times it's

LORAIN POLICE examine deuble-murder scene behind West-
gate Shopping Center at Route 611 and Laavitt Road. Orange

drug-related, and we're losing
that battle too. There’s so much
money in it and so little conse-
quences, and it's so competi-
tive.”

Abduction
in Beirut dims
hope for Terry

By The A d Press

Western officials and families
of those held in Lebanon still
hope for the release of another
captive. But optimism dimmed
somewhat as Lebanon and
France confirmed today that a
French relief worker was seized
only hours after Briton John
MecCarthy was freed.

McCarthy, who arrived home
in Britain Thursday night, told
reporters he carried a leiter for
U.N. Secretary-General Javier
Perez de Cuellar suggesting the
remaining Western hostages be
freed in exchange for hundreds
of Shiite detainees held by Israel
and an Israeli-allied militia.

Israel has said that any such
deal must include seven Israeli
soldiers mussing in Lebanon.
Benjamin Netanyahu, Israel's
deputy foreign minister, indi-
cated today that Israel would
pressure its allied militia in
south Lebanon to free Arab pris-
oners there.

“We have influence there and
I think we can effect that

Voinovich
seeks help

for Ohio
farmers

From local and wire reports

Gov. George Voinovich has
asked US. Agriculture Secre-
tary Edward Madigan to declare
the entire state an agricultural
disaster area, and that could
help area farmers get some
much-needed drought relief.

Voinovich’s request on Thurs-
day followed a similar request
submitted two days earlier by
the U.S. Agriculture Stabiliza-
tion and Conservation Services
and other farm agencies that
make up a state emergency
hoard.

The board said farmers in at
least 81 counties already have
lost 35 percent of their crops,
which qualifies them for low-in-
terest loans and other assistance
that a disaster declaration
would make possible.

The request, however, is just
one in a series of steps for disas-
ter aid, as Congress needs to
pass some legislation, according
to Jerry Nicholson, director of
the Lorain County Agriculture
Stabilization and Conservation
Services in Carlisle Township.

On A-3: Abduction of French
eitizen could hurt France-Iran
relations badly.

release, yes,” Netanyahu said
today in an interview on ABC-
TV’s “Good Morning America.”

He said he believed the key
factor in any wholesale hostage
release was a change in attitude
by the government's of Syria
and Iran, who are seen as having
influence with the hostage-hold-
ers.

“They're the ones who have
now decided for their own rea-
sons — probably to curry favor
with the United States — to
release one hostage, possibly
two. They can effect the release
of all hostages, and our offer on
the table stands and is ready to
be acted on,” Netanyahu said.

Meanwhile, the spiritual men-
tor of the Islamic Jihad group
—believed to holding Lorain,
Ohio, native Terry Anderson and
Thomas Sutherland, another
American — was quoted as say-

An informed source theorized
that she may have become
involved in a drug war between

rival suppliers seeking control of
the neighborhood near the low-

o

-
PEGGY SAY, sister of Terry Andersen, formerly of Lorain,
ing to see what will happen now that an

tells reporters she’s wai

C-T/Gens Krebs

cones mark the spot where the crushed body of Floyd Epps was

found.

income housing complexes
across Leavitt Road from the
shopping center.

Blakely, mother of three
young children, had attended

“upstart” group has kidnapped a Frenchman.

ing the most militant leaders in
Iran want to wind up the hostage
episode.

“I heard from the most hard-
line of oppositionists there that
they desire an end to the whole

g A

i
problem. The hostage issue ne
longer has any great impact on
events,” Sheik Mohammed Hus-
sein Fadlallah was quoted as
saying in The Washington Post.

TURN TO A-10

C-T/Kimberty Barth

SAY, what's that thing Lenore Varga of Vermilion is toting to her job at Ely Square in Elyria this
morning? An umbrella? O, yes, it's been a while since we’ve seen one of those. Steady rain and
drizzle brought out the relic from what seems the distant past.

“We’re a long way from get-
ting any farmers any money,”
he said.

Nicholson said the latest crop
estimates show that farmers
expect to harvesi an average of
22 bushels of soybeans per acre
and 60 bushels of corn. The
county averages about 37 bush-
els of soybeans and 118 bushels
of corn.

“We are looking at no more
than a 50 percent corn crop,” he
said.

Tronically, about half an inch
of rain fell between 2 p.m.
Thursday and 8:30 a.m. today,
according to North Ridgeville
weather observer Ray Diederich
— raising the August total to
1.25 inches.

For area farmers, however,
the rain may have been too lit-
tle, too late, according to Nichol-
son.

“Even if it rains now, it's not
going to put us back in good
shape.”

.

i

Because of overhead costs,
farming is not the kind of busi-
ness that normally has a big
nargin of profit, even n a nor-
mal year, and it gets even
tougher in years like this one, he

*Richolson said the problem is
compounded by low crop prices,
about $5.65 per bushel of soy-
beans and $2.60 per bushel of
corn.

“I think there are a lot of
farmers out there suffering,” he
said.

Admiral King High School.
Police expect preliminary
coroner’s reports today.
Epps attended Lorain High
School.

Lack of $$
handcuffs

jail plan

By JOHN CANIGLIA
C-T Staff Writer

ELYRIA — The Lorain
County commissioners dropped
a plan Thursday to construct a
minimum-security jail after sev-
eral communities indicated that
they could not afford to help pay
to build it.

Chief  Probation  Officer
Michael Willets said he believed
the issue was dead because the
county and its subdivisions can-
not come up with the necessary
$1.9 million.

Commissioner Mary Jo Vasi
had pushed to seek part of $50
million in state bonds ear-
marked for jails. In order to
receive a grant, which would
cover ahbout half the building
cost, the county would have to
come up with matching funds.
‘The county faces a $520,000 def-
icit this year.

Vasi sought support from the
county’s subdivisions to help
with the matching funds. Several
subdivisions wrote to the com-
missioners, saymg short notice
and their own financial prob-
lemns limited their support.

Massillon
bidding for
cemetery

By GLEN MILLER
C-T Staff Writer

ELYRIA — The Veterans
Administration has added a fifth
contender to its hist of potential
national cemetery sites in Ohio,
a move that surprised and frus-
trated local veterans and pohit:-
cal Jeaders

“It seems like they're playing
pohitics with us,” Norm Heldt,
commander of Elyria Post 1079
of the Veterans of Foreign Wars,
said Thursday. “We're not too
happy about this, and we reaily
don't why this has happened ™

The fifth site 15 i Massijlon,
and 1t is one the VA once reject-
ed, a spokesman for US Rep.
Don Pease, D-Oberlin, said
Wednesday. The other sites are
1 North Ridgeville and Medina,
Lake and Surnmit counties

Nancy Yood, Pease’s district
administrator, said she was con-
cerned because the VA appar-
ently ignored its own deadline
for property submissions and its
decision to limit the sites to four.

“It's especially frustrating
because they’ve done this about
three weeks after they had the

TURN TO A-10
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TV show to focus
on Lorain killings

by JOHN CANIGLIA
C-T Staff Writer
LORAIN -- Police are hoping
a local television newscast will
help solve the murders of two
Lorain residents last month
WEWS-Channel 5 will inter-
view farmily members and police
and show photographs of Marsha
Blakely and Floyd Epps, who
were found dead Aug. 8. Blakely,
22, was found betuind the West-
gate Plaza with about 15 stab
wounds in the neck, police said.
Epps. 47. was found about
1.000 feet south of West Frie
Avenue. Police said his face was
crushed beneath a car tire.

before Aug. 8.
The local "“Crime Stoppers”
telecast, featuring reporter Bill
Yunkin, airs Thursdays at 6 and
11 pm. Yunkin could not be
reached Wednesday to deter-
mine when the segment will run.
Lorain police Det. Geno
Taliano said the local station
was contacted to help officers
develop additional cues in the
e. Taliano was quick to point
out that the local newscast is not
to be confused with the syndi-
cated show of a similar name.

Lorain  County Prosecutor
Gregory White's office has
offered a $2,000 reward to any-
one with information leading to
an arrest or an indictment in the

Police have determined tiat
Blakely had been staying at
Epps’ house on Sunset Lane case.

PUBLIC .~ AUCTION

GOEBEL AUCTION

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 1991, 10:30 A.M.

From St Rt 82, Columbia Staton, Ohio, go north 3 miles on Station Rd. to
Sprogue Rd then west 500 ft o 1 commg from the west, go eost of Elyria on
Rt 1010 R, 83 exit, then south on Root Rd two miles to Sprague Rd., then
cost 3 miles Waotch for auction si
e 1o quitting farming, we will safi the following

TRACTORS, COMBINE AND BALER: 198) model N5 gleaner dresel com-
bine, has a new engie with hydrastonic dive, new fan assembly, big fires, 16
# floating gron headier in very good condition; John Deere 4630 dresel
tractar, cob, wir. rado and b als, only usea 20 hrs. since engine was
rebult, excellent condition, Gliver 1850 diesel *ractor, very good; Afis
Chalmers modei A tactor, 18.4x34 dua’s for 1630 tractor, New Holland
modei 315 boler, very g

n

FARM TOOLS: Iohn Deere * 450 six bottom semi-mounted plows,
ew mcwhoards, O'ver 5 borom sermi plow with new ponts; Dunhom 15 1.
cuirmulcher; Dunhurs: 15 i1 hars gotar with wings; Oliver springtacth herrow;
18§+ bord wing disk, Texas Be:don 300 gai trailer sprayer; new Brillion high

clerance chsel plow, 2 bey wogons with hydraulic lit and grain sides; hay
race on steel wheels; grain heatier troror; new John Deere grain tester, misc
hiydroulic cylinders and hoses, Hobart welder; engine puller stand; 1100 ga
plastic water fank; se scrop iron, Frepieee insert, 2 wogon ioads misc

1960 Chevy dump truck, runs goad
NOTE: THESE TCOLS ARF IN VERY GOOD CONDITION
e follow.ng items are carsignud by neighbors. 1066 Int. tractor with cob,
low b2 Super M Furmes! iractor with duals; Farma i rotary ditcher
witn buzzer attached und belt, A € madel 160 scroper in excellent condition;
Clark model C500 8O0 D dhesel forklift; Hyster mode! 560 8 diesel forklifs,
Brinkley 5 ft. model DI165C 3 pt hitch disc, 3 pt. hitch posthale digger with
12 quger; 7 #1. beit diiver pull type bushnog; single bottom plow, 3 bot-
fom horse drawn plow, single boftom norse drawn plow: hydraulic hos
Fleetside comper top; 28 11 extenson ladder, rototiller; electc weed eater:
extensien cords, tow ber used for any make of car; saddles; bridies; and
halters, misc. chain binssers, convas covers ana other misc. to
Luach Not responsisle for are dents. OF-sireet parking
J.0. FENSTERMAKER, Auctioneer
Homervlle, Ohio Phone 216-625 2992
RAY GOEBEL, Owner
Cowmbio Stotion, Ohio Phone 216-235-1878

HCOUNTY
=

- Helping
/ Lorain County
Grow and Prosper,

ERIET

26697 Sprague R

LORAIN

Audrey Greenfield tak

Move or be moved

S a moment to catch up on some reading in a chair on display outside a fur-

3

niture store in Taledo, Meanwhile, a store employee maves other furnishings around the woman
who was waiting for friends to arrive.

PUBLIE.,

COMICS - COMICS - COMICS

PUBLIC AUCTION

Monday Night Sept. 9

at 6:30 P.M. Inspection at 5:30

Located at 96 Tannery
Elyria

Over 12,000 comic books
of oll kinds and years from
1940's to 1980's te be sald
Xmon #95, Ironman 3,
10, Fontastic Four 21, 23,
Hulk #182, 70, Star Trek, As-
tonish 60, Thor 1, 126,
Doredevil %8, 9, Sod Sack 1t
issve, Comic &
Conan #2, 3, old T.V.
Hop ¢ Long,
100's more. Also to b
fered with reserve X
and Fantastic Four

WILLIAM A. HECKER

£ PUBLIC AUCTION

Having sold the follawing cors-antiques-tools
and furmishings located ot 10985 Buternut Ridge {off Grefton Rd -l aPorte)
Elyria, Chic or

Saturday, September 7, 1991 at 10:00 A.M.

Zenith console color *elevision, Kenmore microwave oven, butcher biock,
tanle, 4 cane back cining chairs. Rattan rocker and 2 fan

real estate we will s

glass top <offr
Back cnorrs, b
“ape piayer, squ Gon end tab'es, over sze vinyl occa-
wnal chair ond hassette, upright vacuum cleaner Frigidaire stack washer
and dryer. pine hutch, chest of drawers, brass spittaon, lofs of owl pictures
oed wall decoranons, cpprox 70 Ive houseplonts, wicker shelf, pictures
and frames, Remington typew:ter, numaer of gaod bar hights and signs,
gond trathic hght, 1eble rodios, <hild's racker. car radios and stereos, steel
gloss ond tinware, chest coclers. luggage, bar supplies, coffee
marer, collection of apprax 35 Jim Beam bottles. new sliding patia door,
approx. 400 new and used brick.

GUNS Like new Ruger 357 revolver, Winchester semi-auta 22
nhie with weaver scope, Springfi uble barrei 16 gauge shotgun, H&R
12 gauge shotgun, USMC knife with sheath, throwing knife, skinning knife.

GAMES Good Stern electric pin ball machine, Asteroids video game,
P.chenko game, fancy broke down cue sticks, chess game and stand board

RESTAURANT EQUIPMENT Victor 515 clectrc cash register, Star hat
#1 ice creom freezer, ceiling fan, fiberglass sk

& s

dog machire, 71

ANTIQUES Nice rope leg oak toble wih 3 leaves, walnut butfer, drop
itat table, record cabiret, Hloor lamp, walnut hall tree, old milk bottles, oak
fern stang, smell ook stand, good old dime Coke machine, oak lomp fable,
very nice oak church pew, old hight fixtures, sak hall tree, large oak school
teacher's Gesk, copper and bross Cholice, 2 swords in cases, spindle back
chair, oid lantern, hond washboord, wood choirs, antique cash reguster,
cioy botrles. pictures and frames, 2 wainut arm chairs, park bench

TOOLS Craftsman 10" radial arm saw, table sow. electric chain saw,
saber saw, vibrator sander, electric drills, tank sproyer, nut and bolt cad
dies, meral woll cabinets, nuts bolts screws and nails, ppe cutters, propane
fonks. router turning stand, Beaver gas powered leaf blower, C clamps,
levels. wood and metal drill bits, acetyiene tank, metal cabinet, metal shelv
ing. taol boxes, hand t00ls, gas cans, good used fires, large metal desk, log
nngs, 5 and 6 §1 stepladders, concrete yord bird bath statue, lots of gorden
toals.

CARS Very aice 1979 Pontiac Trans Am 6.8 with t10ps and only 59,000
miles, 1986 Pontiac Firebird V-8 and 1 tops, looded, Cowett bro and many
other items

tunch available. Plan now 1o attend
John Nowicki Owner
Auction Conducted By Auctioneers
Larry G. Standen
Ph. Elyria 365-7693
Jerry A. Standen
Ph. Wellington 647-4238 .
Compiete Auction & Real Estate Service

323-3264 0r 365-8102
For Camplate Auction Service

COOK AUCTION

Due 1o health will sell at 224 South
wood Rd., off of Grafton Rd. by In
dian Hollow, Elyria, O.

Saturday, Sept. 7 at 11:00 A.M.

RCA console eslor TV, Amana ra-
dor oven, console electric sewing ma
chine, dehumidifier, Hoover scrubber,
vacuum  cleaners, floor humidifier,
electric broom, davenport hide-a-
bed, walnut 3 piece bedroom suite
{complete} bedding, wool bianket, tilt
lounge choirs, Mersmon merble top
lamp tables, EA. spindle bock
rocker, 4 piece light mahogany bed
room <et (compiete], platform rock
ers, Hoor & table lamps, D.S. lamp,
nice 5 piece drop dinette set, woll pic.
tures & frames, mahogany kneehole
desk, 3 piece dinette set, oil lomgs,
iuggage, glossware, set of Corelle
dishes, exercise bike, stereo records,
Shop Vac.

Collectibles: Mahogany oval lyre
table, sewing cabinet drawers, figer
oak sideboard, glass top |ors, rice
granitewore, gateleg foble, wood
clothes basket, foiding dry rack,
scythes, kitchen stool, dove tail ammo
boxes, wood drawers, long wood
plane, Singer H.D. canvas treadle
sewing machine, nice large oak dou-
ble desk, cedor chest, blanket chest,
beautiful double & triple figurine
lamps, Depression, mixing bowls, old
kitchenware, coal hod, rore hard-
ware store oak 12 dr. cabinet.

Tools: LH. Cadet 60 riding mower,
pull lawn sweeper, rotary lown
mower, many hand & garden tools,
stepladders, vacuum cleaner parts,
car ramps, electric hedge trimmer,
electric weed eater, bench buffer,
electric tools, brace & bits, electric
motors, large shelving cuphoard,
wood storoge cabinets, nuts, screws &
bolts, many fishing reels & tackle, tool
boxes & other items.

Owner: The Hoorer Man Heary H. Cook
The Auctionser: Don W. Standen CAl
& RL. Rundie
Phone Elyria 327-8141

CLEVELAND (AP} A sec-
ond hazardous waste handler has
been barred from the Broadway
neighborhood and a commumty
activist is taking aim at a waste
distillatton plant proposed for
the area.

"I'll not allow one more pound
of pollution to go into our air.
We're in one of the worst pol-
luted neighborhoods m the city
of Cleveland, in the state of
Ohio,” Robert Castro said.

‘I would caution any business
who wants to bring pollution
down to my neighborhood: you
better think twice,” Castro said
Wednesday after hearing the
state has demed an operating
permit for a medical waste
incmerater in his neighborhood
near Interstate 77

The incinerator location “has
a borrendous past and I'm not
convinced it will he operated in

PUBLIC ..~ AUCTION

PICKERING AUCTION

Having sold home, will sell a1 2943
Hayes St., off of Detroit Rd. (R1. 254
Aven, O

Sunday, Sept. 8 at 12:01 P.M.

Antiques, car & tractor, Signature
30 n gos range, combinotion
refrigesator-freezer, Matarola 1V,
G.E. roll about dishwasher, Maytag
wringer washer, gas drycr, small re-
frigerator, 8 piece walnut dining
room set, maple Singer console sew-
ing machine, 5 piece dinette sct, up-
right treezer, small oppliance, kitch
enware, electric roaster, pots & pans,
canning jors, 16 place seting silver,
linens, 5 drawer sewing cabinet, up
right sweeper, glass top table, Sim-
mons hide o bed, 4 piece walnut bed
roam set, davenpart, chairs, floor &
table lamps, large wall mircor, 9x15
carpet, 3 piece wolnut bedroom <,
E.A. platform rocker,2-9x12 carpets,
Christmas decorations, fishing recls &
tackle box, floor humiddier, small
stands, half tables

Collectibles & Antiques Maple
spool wash stand, brocket ail lamp,
copper lined smoke stand. buggy
blanket, Doguerreatypes cases quilt
ing frame, ook chairs, iron brass bail
bed, house shutters, ook 6 leg exten.
table, wash tub stands, wooden ware,
pocket knives, 1897 iron mechanicol
bonk, horse callar, buck saw, McCoy
cookie jor, cook boaks, 12 piece sef-
fing Homer Laughlin china, Depres-
sion Glass, Carnival, pressed, cedar
chest, walnut carved mirror, mople
drop leaf table, ook slant top desk,
1973 Plymouth Satellite Custom 4
door car, MW.H.P. riding tractor,
lawn sweeper, roller, rotary mower,
electric hedge trimmer, hand & gor-
den tacls, 30 ft. eat. ladder, bench
vise, table saw, Shop Vac & other
item.

Owner, Masian Pickering
The Auctionesr, Don W. Standen CAI
& John Murphy CAl
Phone Elyria 327-8141

AUCTION 2nd waste handler bites dust

a safe and healthful manner in
the future,” Ohio Environmental
Protection  Agency  Director
Donald R. Schregardus said
Schregardus said his decision,
which upheld a preliminary
License rejection June 5. 1990, by
Ohio EPA Director Richard L.
Shank, can be appealed to 2
three-member state panel unti

Tkram Habib. owner of Ther-
mal Tron Inc, which has been
fined for illegally burning medi
cal waste at the location, cannot
be trusted to operate the facility
safely. Schregardus said.

Habib, who served as Cleve-
land’s -air quality regulator for
17 years before forming Ther-
mal-Tron, could not be reached
for comment in response to the
EPA action. A message was left
on a recording machine at his
office and calls to his home went
unanswered

Thermal-Tron had applied for
permission to operate an incin
erator capable of burning up to
750 pounds hourly of medical
wastes including body parts,
syringes and blood specimens.

PUBLIC .. ~AUCTION

HANDROSH
ESTATE AUCTION

SUN., SEPT. 8th
NOON (11 A.M. Previe)
24137 FOSTER RD., PENFIELD TWP
(2mi. So. of RY. 18;

Victorian marble-top Buffet,
carved handled chest, cheval
dresser, plant stand, booksheif,

marble top table, argan ool &

chairs. Caned & Hitchcock rockert,
Birdseye highboy wimirrar, Ben
twood rocker & cheirs, Windsor
chair, Goteleg drop leaf toble

Rayo lamp, primitive baby bed, oid
fishing tockle, rd. Oak Pedestal fa
ble, frunks, Lyre table, Ige. & sm
oriental rugs; oif paintings, old pic
tures & prints, graniteware.
Griswald pans, sad irons, old tols
& planes, crocks & jugs, aumerous
old tobles, Oak chest & plant stand,
Q.A. cedar chest, deco ashtay,
wicker plant stand, RR ol cans,
Marbies, floor lamps, mirrors. gar-
den tools, voriety of old glass-
ware, many lnens & box lots

washer & dryer. couch & loveseat,
gos range, many other items stll un

New London
schools hire
vocal music

instructor

By ROBERT LAVENGOOD
C-T Staff Writer

NEW LONDON - The
school board met in special
ion Wednesday to hire a
vocal teacher  to
replace Mark Skladan who
resigned two weeks ago

Kim Hildack, a first-year
Leacher from Lordstown, was
hired for vocal music and
show choir. She is a graduate
of Grove City College in
Pennsylvania

After a lengthy discussion
on class sizes in the junior
high and high schools, the
board authorized Superinten-
dent Steve Schumm to hire a
part-time learning disabilities
elementary teacher.

Schumin told the board that
an  elementary  certified
teacher would provide more
flexibility in relieving the
crowded classrooms

A large seventh-grade class
and an unusually large influx
of students in the upper
grades have created some
large classroom sizes.

Board members were espe
cially concerned that the
math and Fnglish teachers
have so many students.

“The proficiency tests show

that areas need
wnprovement,”  said Board
member chard  Harris

“And yet these are the classes
that have the most students.
Schumm said the faculty
and administration currently
are working to create a better
student-teacher ratie in some
of these classes.
The board ha
regular meetin
Sept 16 to Sept 23

changed its
date from

PUBLIC ... “RAUCTION
CAPELL AUCTION

FRIDAY, SEPT. 13, 1991, 11:00 A.M.
Property of the lote Stanley
Capell, Clarkstield. Ohio at the
junction of St. R* 18 and 60 Go
west one mile on Zerobia Rd. to
Wentz Rd. then south 174 mie next
10 raiiroad. Watch for auchon sign.

TOOLS: Formall tricycle type
troctor with pulley; good sowmll
complete with 3 extre blades
{blodes sold separately;

mil teeth, other sawmill equipment;
belt lucer and supples: 2 drve
belts, 16 inch ploner with Wisconsin
cngine; 3 pt. buzz sow, generator
with Wiscansin engine, Lincoln arc
welder, upright electric pawer bel
sorder, power water grinder
power grindstone sharpener.
ane horse electric motor; hit and
miss gos enainc; 218 inch eye
beams, 30 f. long; small irtorag
tionol 2 whee! spreader; severol
small gos and eleciric engines: hy-
drauiic jock, metal cutoff saw; mesal
bard <aw; leat shredder; 2 chain
sows; block and tackle, Horley 45
motorcycle engine, some Indian mo
toreycle parts; shovel plow; cement
mixer, Onan powered gorden frac
tor; old Ford car parts; lots of shop
to0ls; pipe wrenches; eloctric drill; C
clamps, hana teols of ol knds;
some antiques, fruck engine and
ports: truck wheels and nres, lots of
bolts and nuts; lots of old pipe and
scrap iron; telephone ond electnic
poles; old dump trailer

A large quanity of rough-sowed
lomber-ock, chestnut, cedar and
poplar.

SOME ANTIQUES: Corn sheller;
antique scale on wheels, old
wooden well pipe; milk car; anfigue
tnware; carpenter and blacksmith
100ls of oll kinds,

TRAILERS: 1970 24 i fan
trailer, self contained with air condr-
toner, sleeps six: 1953 self-
contarned 16 #. fan tialer, deeps
our

GUNS AND GUN EQUIPMENT
2 hand guns. 2 high powered scope
rifles; sporfing scope; gun
loading equipment
GUNS AND TRAILERS 70 SELL AT 2:00 P.M

Note: THIS SHOULD BE A
LARGE AND INTERESTING SALE
MANY ITEMS ARE PACKED AWAY
IN BOXES. MISC. ITEMS Wil SELL
FIRST, FOLLOWED BY TQO1S.

Lunch. Not responsible for aca-
dents -

J.0. Fenstermaker, Auctioneer
Homerville, Ohio
Phone 216.625-2992
MRS. MILDRED L. CAPELL, Owner
Phone 216-235-2871

new saw-

mise

packed, many collectibles

Estote of: Lois Handrosh
Probate #90ES081381
Administrator:

Elyria Savings & Trust

Newnsaris

Call 1-800-225-7703
Catch the BUS!
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Baltic states join 4 othersas members of U.N.

UNITED NATIONS (AP) —
Seven newcomers 1o the United
Nations spoke with pride and
gratitude of joining the body,
saying the acceptance meant
global recognition and a hopefui
sign for world politics.

The General Assembly
accepted the three newly inde-
pendent Baltic states of Estonia,
Latvia and Lithuania, North and
South Korea, the Marshall
Islands and Micronesia when it
opened its 46th session on Tues-
day.

In other business, the Generat
Assembly picked Saudi L.N.
envoy, Samir S. Shihabi, 66, as
its president. The post is largely
ceremonial, but the president
can arrange the agenda and
schedule or postpone debates,
sometimes defusing acrimonious
issues.

With the countries that joined
Tuesday, the world body's size
increased to 166 members. All
Seven new members were seated

by acclamation.

“Justice has triumphed! The
world community has found the
family members — Lithuania,
Latvia and Estonia — it lost
during World War II. We have
returned from the war at last,”
the president of Latvia's
Supreme Council, Anatolijs Gor-
bunovs, told to the General
Assembly

The Balucs were members of
the old League of Nations when
they were annexed by the Soviet
Union 51 years ago.

“The US.S.R., having given
back freedom to the Baltic
states, has itself become freer,”
declared Gorbunov, referring to
this month's Soviet recognition
of their independence.

South Korea lauded its entry
into the United Nations by cali-
ing for friendly U.N. dialogue
and contacts to promote reunifi-
cation with North Korea,

"By simuitaneously joining

the United Nations, South and
North Korea have now taken a
giant first step forward,” said
South Korean Foreign Minister
Lee Sang-ock.

North Korea, by contrast,
swore by its rigid brand of
socialism, made no mention of
its fraternal rival by name and
expressed no hope for U.N. con-
tacts. Eventually, it said, there
would be 2 single Korean seat.

For years, North Korea and
South Korea were U.N. observ-
ers without voting rights
because of Cold War hostilities.

As the Cold War waned and
the Soviet Union and China
warmed to Seoul, they dropped
their opposition to South Korean
membership and supported its
call for a seat for each nation
The north sought a single joint
seat but applied separately after
South Korea did so.

For the Marshall Islands and
Micronesia, two tiny Pacific
nations that suffered fierce

SHAMIR SHIHABI

..new UN. president.

fighting during World War II,

the day also was a historic one.
“For centuries our very

existence as a member of the

SOVIET Ambassador to the U.N. Yuliy Voronstov, left, shakes
hands with Lithuanian President Vytautas Landsberg

s after

Lithuania was admitted to the General Assembly. ’

family of nations has been all
but unknown to the world
beyond the shores of our small
and scattered islands,” Tom D.

Kijiner, foreign minister of the
Marshall Islands, told the Gen-

eral Assembly

Egypt reassures Baker, attention now turns to Syria

DAMASCUS, Syria (AP)
After intense discussions with
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak
Shamir, Secretary of State
James A. Baker I1I is conferring
with Arab leaders about pros.
pects for a Middle Fast peace
conference.

Baker flew to Syria today
after a Tuesday meeting in
Cairo with Egyptian President
Hosni Mubarak, who said he’s
prepared to attend a conference
regardless of the conditions

under which the United States
provides Israel with $10 billion
in housing loan guarantees.

Baker was likely to encounter
a tougher line in his meeting
later in the day with Syrian
President Hafez Assad. The
prospects for a peace conference
attained a major breakthrough
when Assad said Syria would
participate

A senior Bush administration
official  said  hours  before

Boris Yeltsin reportedly hospitalized

MOSCOW (AP) — Russian
Federation President Boris N
Yeltsin was taken to a hospital
today after becoming il in his
office at the Russian Pariiament
building, the independent Inter-
fax news agency reported

However, Yeltsin's press sec-
retary Pavnl Voshanov, denied
the report, saying the 60-ycar-
old politi ‘was in normal
health.”

Interfax said Yeltsin com-
plained of an unspecified heart

ian

Commissioners

FROM A-1

employed by the county nor do
business wit

d she feared a panel
could become political

“I find it hard to find anyone
who is not involved in politics,”
she said,

Commissioner Herbert Jacoby
shot back, saying: I think the
board can be selected. 1 think
nine people can be sclected who
have no ax to grind and who
have a financial background
that is needed ™

Over the long term, Blair said,
the panel would make recom-
mendations on cost-cutting mea

problem, using the Russian
phrase for “heart insufficiency.”

Voshanov said Yeltsin would
make a speech as scheduled on
Thursday when the Russian leg-
islature resumes sitting.

After the botched coup in
August, Yeltsin emerged as the
most powerful political figure in
the Soviet Union. He is leading
the effort to work out a new
power-sharing agreement
between the central government
and the republics,

Mubarak spoke that if Israel gat
the loan guarantees without
promising that none of the
money would go for settlements
in the occupied West Bank and
Gaza Strip, “the Arabs would not
show up” at a peace conference.

The official, who spoke an
condition of anonymity, said it
was Baker's belief that “the
Arabs would walk if this thing
just rolled through with no con-
ditions."”

But when Mubarak was asked
at a news conference if he
lhoug!\t the Arab nations would
boycott a peace  conference
because of the loan guarantees,
he replied, “I'm not going to
tackie the problem of the $:0
billion. It's a problem between
the U.S. and Israel.”

The Egyptian president added
that “attending the conference is
a must.

Egypt is the only Arab nation

receive more money from the
commissioners.

“If we close the deors, then
we'll see what happens,” Essex
said. “We have to do something
rash to get people’s attention to
how important this is."

The hoard said it will begin
dispersing an estimated $16
million Thursday to help various
department heads who have
nearly exhausted their salary
accounts, The money largely
will come from the sales tax
increase.

Correction

sures and impr n effi-
ciency.

But county Treasurer Dorothy
Essex and Domestic Relations
Administrator  Joyce Motsch
said their deparlments need
more than analysis: They peed
money to finish the year.

“We're losing good people
because they don't feel secure,”
Motsch said. “We're sitting on a
pin cushion. We have cut and cut
and cut. We can’t take it any-
more.”

Essex expects to close her
office in two weeks if she doesn't

A Los Angeles Times story
Tuesday incorrectly identified a
charitable group that has been
charged with fraud and mislead-
ing advertising in a civil lawsuit
filed by California Attorney
General Dan Lungren, The tar-
get of the suit is the Children’s
Wish Fund of Carson, Calif., one
of several charities formed to
grant the final wishes of dying
children. The graup has no con-
nection with the similarly
named Children’s Wish Founda-
tion, which is headquartered in
Atlanta.
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Bicycle built for 8

ERIC Staller of New York City takes the lead in his bicycle-
built-for-eight in Central Park Tuesday. Staller, his wife Deha
rah, and friends built the “Octo” in four months. He built a baby
seat in the middle, occupied by his son, Julian.

Simko

FROM A-1

Simko was convicted 1 June
of kidnapping and aggravated
murder in the death of Johnson,
his former girlfriend. He had
held her at gunpoint and then
shot her as she fled him ir. Clear
view's Durling  Flementary
School, where both  were
employed as janitors.

He was also convicted of kid-
napping another janitor, Howard
“Bud" Baker. who tried to inter-
vene when he found Simko hold-
ing Johnson at gunpoint in the
teachers’ lounge

Simko showed little emotion
throughout his trial and during
the two-day penalty phase of the
case.

The judges could have chosen
life imprisonment, with no
chance at parole for, 20 years or
30 years, but they said the facts
of the case outweighed the evi-
dence presented by the defense
in an effort to spare Simko’s lifc.

Either option likely would
have placed Simko, who is 58,
behind prison walls for the rest
of his life.

Simko will join two other
Lorain County residents on
Ohio’s death row in Lucasville
Ronald Ray Post was convicted
in 1983 of aggravated robbery
and murder in the death of a
motel clerk, and Raymond Davis
received the death penalty in
1988 for serving as a hit man in
the deaths of two FElyrians,
Edith ~ Schneider and Charles
Piazza.

A third Lorain County resi-
dent, Ediberto Huertas, was sen-
tenced to die, but the sentence
was commuted to life imprison-
ment after a court ruled that
testimony about the impact of
the crime on the victims was
prejudicial to the defendant.

A recent US, Supreme Court
ruling has changed that prece-
dent, and Johnson's children tes-
tified during the penalty phase
about the effect the loss of thair
mother had had on their lives.

Defense attorneys Daniel

did not want to comment afler
the decision. Chief 2 3
County Prosecutor  Jonathan
Rosenbaum also declimed  to
comment

Testimony during the June
trial showed that Simko pur
chased a .357-caliber Magnum
handgun less than a week before
the slaying, telling his cousin he
needed it because he thought a
prowler was coming around his
home.

Witnesses also testified that
Simko spent the evening before
the slaying drinking with his son
Jim, and executed his will and
wrote his son a check for the
balance remaning in his check-
ing account.

He also made arrangements
with a cousin, Larry Simko, to
take his boat and said he
planned to kill two people that
evening

Larry Simko testified that his
cousin’s words were so slurred
that he could barely understand
him and that he didn’t believe
the threats.

During the penalty phase of
the trial, the defense portrayed
John Simko as a quiet, caring
man who tended to his elderly
mother and cared for his second
wife while she was suffering
from cancer, even though they
were divorced

A dcfense psychologist, Dr.
Kevin Brown, said that Simko
suffered “avoidant” personality
disorder, which prevents close
personal relationships, and that
he was alcohol dependent.

During his alcoholic binges,
Rrown said, Simko was prone to
be violent.

“He’s not a cold-hearted kill-
r," Wightman said. “This 1s a
man who demonstrated through-
out his life that he cared for oth-
ers. I think you could accurately
portray him as a cranky loner,
but a good-hearted person.”
Rosenbaum  countered by
questioning Jim Simko, who tes-
tified that his drunken father

that has diplomatic relations
with Israel, the result of the
Camp David accords of 1979

Baker's seventh visit to Syria
in just over a year coincided
with news reports that one of the
11 Westerners missing in Leba-
non might be freed by his cap-
tors within a few hours

The report by Iran's official
Islamic Republic News Agency
indicated that Jack Mann. 77, a
retired British pilot. would be

the next Westerner to be freed.

Syna and Iran, two Middle
Fast states eager to improve
relations with the West and shed
their image as supporters of ter-
rorism, have been the key play-
ers in the hostage drama

The Syrian government has
been awaiting the release of a
hostage for a weck. since Israel
last Wednesday repatriated 51
Arab detainees and nine bodies
of Lebanese Shiite guerrillas.

National, world briefs

Discovery glides te night landing in Calif.

EDWARDS AIR FORCE BASE, Calif.

(AP) — Discovery was

diverted from Florida because of bad weather and glided instead to

a night Jandi

in the California desert today, capping a mission to

put an ozone \(rd_\,n g satellie in space.

“We're glad y
way for a better unde
trol said as the shuttle and i
Force Base at 12:38 a.m PI)T

e

Discovery. Your mission will pave the
nding of our planet Earth.” Mission Con-
s five-man crew landed at Edwards Air

The shuttle was to have made the first nighttime landing at
Kennedy Space Center at Cape Canaveral, Fla, but cloudy skies
prompted NASA to wave off Discovery for an extra orbit around the

Karth, then detour it to California

5-cent gasoline tax hike appears dead
WASHINGTON {(Al’) — A bid by House leaders to pay for trans-

portation

provements through a

5-cent-a-gallon increase in the

federal gasoline tax appears (o be dead

The Senate went or

cord Tuesday to state it will not accept such

an increase, and President Bush has said repeatedly he will veto any
transportation legislation containing an increase in the gasoline tax
from the current 14.2 cents a gallon

In addition. large numbers of Honse Pemocrats are making clear
that they would be hard-pressed to vote for such a tax, despite the

support for it by Democratic leaders. T

Che tax is intended to increase

revenues by $32 billion over five years to help pay far highway,
bridge and mass transit improvements.

Fire

FROM A-1

he said “All of a sudden, 1 came
down here and found il was the
farmer’s market.

When I got here, this whole
area  was  smoke-filled and
flames were shooting about 10
or 15 feet above the roof.”

He said the roof caved in
maments. No one was inside

“It's really a shame,” he said
This is a landmark in North
Olmsted.”

Cause of the fire was undeter.

mined this morning, but Oster-

house said there were reports of
an  explosion, ajthough those
reports have not been verified

Osterhouse said the smoke
and flames prevented firefight-
ers from getting into the market
until 7:30. 1t tock firefighters
about three hours to bring the
blaze under control. Osterhouse
said most of the damage was in
the middle of the building

Danny Boy owner Terry
Romp was unavailable for com-
ment this morning. His uncle
and cousin are owners of the
popular Romp's Water Port
Marina in Vermilion

Probe

FROM A-1

N.Y., oo a felonious assault
charge, saving he attacked Mar
sha Blakely Aug. 8 — the day
police found her body and that of
Floyd Epps.

Edwards is being held on
$200,000 bond in the county jail
made no  other
Detective Geno
Taliano said. “We are attempt-
mg {o locate other people we
think are involved.”

Taliano said the grand jury
heard testimony Tuesday
regarding the felonious assault
charge against Edwards, but
none regarding murder allega-
tions

The names of persons charged
under sealed

Westgate Plaza shopping center
at Leavitt Road and Route 611

Blakely had been stabbed 15
times in the throat. Bloody tire
stains nearby her body, found in
the alley behind the shopping
center, suggested she had also
been tun over by a car.

Epps was found about eight
hours earlier on a nearby street,
his head crushed beneath a car
tire. Police began suspecting
Epps' death was the result of
foul play after finding Blakely,
who had recently begun living
with Epps.

Family and other acquaintan-
ces have described Epps as a -
friendly, harmless alcoholic.

Police have placed the two -
victims among a subeulture of .
street people living around the [
shnppmg center and nearby:

will
not become public until ]ater
this week

The bodies of Blakely, 22, and
Epps, 47, were found within a
mile of each other near the

housing
Efforts to solve the murders
have included a re-enactment of -
the crime on “Crime Stoppers,” "
a segment televised on WEWS
Channel 5, and a $2,000 reward.
offered by the Lorain County:

beat his mother. Prosecutor’s Dmce

s Wightman and Kenneth Lieux

[S—

NEWSPAPERARCHIVE

Elyria Chronicle Telegram, September 18, 1991,Pg. 33, Elyria, Ohio, US

[ 1 T —

https://newspaperarchive.com/elyria-chronicle-telegram-sep-18-1991-p-33/



https://newspaperarchive.com
https://newspaperarchive.com/elyria-chronicle-telegram-aug-09-1991-p-1/

C-8 Chronicle-Telegram Tuesday, October 8, 1991 ¢@®

4 sought
in killing
of two

in Loraiin

By ROB STERNFELD
C-T Staff Writer

LORAIN — Police in Lorain
and New York state are involved
in the search for four suspects in
the Aug. 8 slayings of two Lorain
residents who have been
secretly indicted by a Lorain
County grand jury.

Police are withholding the
names of the four suspects,
pending their arrests on es.
of felonious assault of Marsha
Blakely, 22, on the day she and
Floyd Epps, 47, were killed.

One person already has been
arrested in connection with the
killing. Lenworth Edwards, 18,
of Queens, N.Y, is charged with
felonious assault and is being
held in Lorain County jail on
$200,000 bond.

Police sai¢ Edwards and the
other four suspects are mem-
bers of a New York City drug
ting that was dealing drugs in

A Lorain woman, Patricia
Brown, 25, was charged with
obstruction of justice last month
for allegedly tipping off one of
the suspects that police were
looking for him.

The bodies of Blakely and
Epps were found Aug. 8 within a
mile of each other near the
Westgate Plaza shopping center
at Leavitt Road and Route 611.

Blakely had been stabbed 15
times in the throat. Bloody tire
stains nearby her body found in
the alley behind the shopping
center suggested she had also
been run over by a car.

Epps was found about eight
hours earlier on a nearby street,
his head crushed beneath a car
tire. His death was originally
treated as a hit-skip fatality, but
police began suspecting foul
play after finding Blakely, who
had recently begun living with
Epps.

Blakely, who had a police
record of drug, prostitution and
theft arrests, was caught in the
middle of a territorial war
between rival drug gangs,
sources said.

Family and other acquaintan-
ces have described Epps as a
friendly, harmless aleoholic.

Police have placed the two
vietims among a subculture of
street people existing around the
shopping center and nearby
low-income housing complexes.

USS-Kobe fix
of furnace OKd

LORAIN
issued 2 permit to allow USS-
Kobe Steel to modify a blast fur-
pace at its Lorain Works, 1807
East 28th St.

The permit allows for the
modernization of blast furnace
#3, while lowering air emis-
sions.

“Steelmaking is eritical to
Ohio’s and Lorain’s economy.
With the modern pollution con-
trol equipmem specified in the
permit, air quality will be
improved,” said Ohio EPA
Director Donald R. Schregardus.

Schregardus said the permit
conditions are the result of nego-
tiations between USS-Kobe Steel
and the Ohio EPA.

Under the terms and condi-
tions of the permit, USS-Kobe
Steel must:

B Install advanced emission
control systems;

B Operate equipment to mini-
‘mize emissions;

[ ] of any waste mate-
rial in a safe, approved manner,

M Maintain records required
by this permit and allow Ohio
EPA review;

& Once a month, prmnde two
certified “smoke readers”
one outside and one inside — w
observe and record visible emis-
sions. Viotations must be imme-
diately reported to Ohio EPA.

— Ohio EPA has

9-1-1 call leads to arrest

A 9-1-1 hang-up call led to the
arrest Monday evening of Mark
H. Williams, 22, of 501 East
Ave., on two counts of disorderly
conduct-persisting and a count
of resisting arrest.

‘When a dispatcher called back.
to see why the caller had hung
np, the suspect was uncoopera-

tive, police reports said, and two
officers dispatched to the resj-
dence heard arguing inside.

One officer was nearly st
when the suspect punched h:s
hst f.hrougl\ a window, reports

Minority affairs boss is named by Keys

ELYRIA — The city’s minor-
ity business set-aside program
got an acting director Monday
night and a push from City Coun-
cil to rganize.

Mayor Michael B. Keys
named LaTaunya V. Conley—
Johnson as acting wminority
affairs officer, replacing Jac-
queline Barnett. Barnett left
Friday to become assistant elec-
trical engineer for the city of
Columbus.

Conley-Johnson will keep her
job as secretary to Cwn:u Clerk

BFGoodrlch touts
drop in pollutants

By ROB STERNFELD
C-T Staff Writer

AVON LAKE — BFGoodrich,
in announcing a $30 million plan
Monday to cut the accidental
and planned releases of vinly
chloride and other pollutants,
reported its overall chemical
plant emissions rose by only 1
percent last year, mostly
because of a 29 percent jump in
solid waste hauled off-site.

Carcinogen levels overall
were down § pereent, air emis-
sions were cut by 28 percent and
waste sent to the city’s water
treatment plant was reduced by
:dpcrcunl, the company report-

The company, a manufacturer
of plastics and chemicals, made
the 198990 figures public in
compliance with the federal
Superfund and Reauthorization
Act’s SARA Title I1I, “The Com-
munity Right to Know Law,”
begun in 1987.

Richard Hardesty, the compa-
ny's environmental compliance
officer, said figures for solid
waste  transferred  off-site
increased because more chemi-
cals were added to a list the
SARA law requires the company
to track. Also, production rates
rose, he added.

Of the solid waste fransfers,
percent was hauled off to land-
mls with the rest burned at

In a news release, company
officials reported that emissions
have decreased by 42 percent
since 1987, including a 50 per-
cent cut in air emissions and 70
percent reduction in the amount
of wastes transferred off-site.

Carcinogen emission levels
were down 43 percent over the
four-year period, officials said.

Hardesty said the company
was able to reduce carcinogens
in air emissions over 1988-89,
when there was no change, by
voluntarily putting in a $4 mil-
lion vinyl chloride collection sys-
tem in its Technical Center.
Vinyl chloride, the major sus-
pected carcinogen produced,
was cut by 25 percent, he said.

The company predicted its
emissions sent to the wastewa-
ter treatment plant will drop 40
percent this year and 90 percent
in 1992, mostly by eliminating
methanol in the production of
vinyl resin.

L. Vic Goode, facility man-
ager of the general chemical
plant, said the company will
continue its program of environ-
mental improvements, despite a
“difficult financial year” and the
recession.

‘The announcement Monday
followed a groundswell of com-
plaints from Avon Lake resi-

8 dents.

“We have no intention of
slacking off our euort to make

in Grafton.

Wellington OKs police cruiser buy

WELLINGTON — Village
Council voted Monday to pro-
ceed with the purchase of a new
police cruiser from Brothers
Chevrolet of Wellington at a cost
of $16,459.

It was the lowest of three bids
received. Last month, Council
had asked the police committee
to hoid off on the purchase while
it checked on what prices were

Council renames Sixth Street
in recognition of Vic Janowicz

ELYRIA — The city’s most
famous football player now has
a street next to his old alma
mater named after him.

City Council Monday night
designated Sixth Street, between
Middle and West avenues near
Elyria High School, as Vie Jan-
owicz Drive. The city engineer's
office Is expected to change the
sign in the near future.

The drive becomes the city’s
second public area with Janow-
icz’ name on it. The new base-

further " said Goode.

offered by buying through the
cooperative  state purchasing
lan.

L)

‘Those prices will not be avail-
able until November and the
cruiser is needed now, officials
said.

Council authorized Police
Chief Morris Furcron to spend
$2,600 in adding necessary
‘warning lights to the cruiser.

ball field along Carol Drive was
named Vic Janowicz Little
League East Park in July.

Janowicz won the Heisman
Trophy in 1950 while a member
of Ohio State’s backfield. Three
years earlier he was named All-
Ohio while playing for the
Elyria High Pioneers.

He has also been induced into
the Elyria Hall of Fame and the
College Football Hall of Fame.

A Vic Janowicz night was held
Sept. 7 at the stadium.

Menu
" . — Chicker ts, french fries,
Black River Middle School O rop ™ uget. frooch
0CT. 21-25
ocT. -1

Monday — Hot dogs, baked beans, peanut
butter bars, fru, milk.
Tuesday — Besfaroni, salad. French bread,
frull, milk.
Wednesday — Pizza, corn, frutt, mikk.
Thursday — Chease corn dog. potalo chips,
fruit, pudding, milk.
Friday — No school — NEOTA day
0T 1498
Monday — Toasted cheese sandwich, veg-
etable beef soup, caokle, frutt, milk.
Tumciy — Boast beaf sanduich, buttered
pouum 1re uu,

— 'rm salad, celery and car-
it mm e, mik.
Thursday — Pizz, mied vegelables, Jelio
‘with fruit, milk.

Monday — Pizaburger, sweet potatoes,
Truit, mi

Tuesday — Rice and chess casserale,

tered rolls, peanut butter Bars, frul, i
Weun:sday — Pizza, corn, Truit, milk.

Thursday — Meat loaf, au gratin potatoss,
Suerea o, i, mik.

Friday — Steak nuggets, french fries, fruit
cobbler, rolls, milk.

0CT. 2831 ..
Monday — No school — teachers in-ser-
vics.

Tussday — Raviol, salad, French bread,
frult, milk.

Wothesday — Pizz, green boas. ful,

— Hoagie samdwich, polato
i g, ot
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Jack Lesnick until Keys names a
full-time successor.

Ward 2 Councilman Terry
Robinson, meanwhile, asked
Keys and Council to re-organize
the city’s minority business pro-
gram, which was ruled unconsti-
tutional last month by a Cleve-
land federal judge.

Robinson said the city should
meet with Oberlin, Lorain and
private organizations with affir-
mative action programs to study
their approaches and perhaps
join forees.

Robinson said “I think this

would be a stroke of genius as
well as a point of leadership by
this Council,” Robinson said.
Robinson is Lorain County Com-
munity College’s affirmative
action officer.

The city is under court order
from US. District Judge Alvin
Krenzler to document past dis-
crimination before it can enact
new minority business laws.

The city was sued by a Cleve-
land contractor who lost a bid on
a Guif Road repair project even
though his bid was the lowest.
The city went to the next lowest

bid because the contractor did
not meet local minority business

Jations.

raett told Keys the court
ruling was a pivotal issue in her
decision to resi;

prototype of the type of city
management we'd like to bave.”

The legal wrangling with the
contractor apparently is not
over. Council went into execu-
tive session after its regular
meeting to discuss possible liti-
gation against the city by the
contractor.
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Area deaths
Velda Weaver Fox Paraska “Pauline’ Turyi - Jessié Marie Cerlan

Velda Weaver Fox, 93, of Paraska “Pauline” Turyi, 84, _ Jessie Marie Cerlan (nee
LaGrange died Friday at the of Lorain died Friday at Lorain. Brown), 69, retired licensed

Bledsoe  County  Hospital,
Pikeville, Tenn,, after a one-day
illness.

She was spending the winter
with her daughter in Pikesville,

She was born in Berea and bad
lived in the Elyria/LaGrange
area most of her life. She had
worked at the American Stan-
dard Co. during World War IL
She was a member of the First
Baptist Chureh of Elyria.

Mrs. Fox is survived by
daughters, Phyllis Giesel of
LaGrange with whom she made
her home, Esther Janet Benner
of Pikesville; stepdaughter,
Loyal Williams of Newago,
Mich.; stepson, Leslie Weaver of
Coarsegold, Calif ; six grandchil-
dren; seven step-grandchildren;
15 great-grandchildren; two
great-great-grandchildren; and
by twin sisters, Lillian Flood and
Ruth Hollis both of Eiyria.

She was preceded in death by
husbands, Forest A. Weaver in
1948 and by Rupert N. Fox in
1975; a son, Forrest V. Weaver,
killed in 1943 in the south
Pacific while serving as a Navy
pilot; stepdaughters, Wilma
Rensberger and Annabel Moss;
step-grandsons, Jack  Rens-
berger and Jay Burdell Rens-
berger; and by a brother, Frank
Reising,

A graveside service for the
family will be held Monday at 11
a.m. in LaGrange Cemetery. The
Rev. Austin D. Plew will offici-
ate.

Memorial contributions if
desired, may be made to the
First Baptist Church, 11400
LaGrange Road, Elyria 44035.

Arrangements were handled
by the Dicken Funeral Home,
Elyria.

Eva A. Morrow

Eva A Morrow (nee Ham-
mond), 79, of Henrietta Town-
ship, died Friday at the home of
her daughter in Elyria after a
six-month illness.

She was born in Somerset, Ky.
She was raised in Delta, Ky., and
moved to Lorain County in 1941.
She had lived in Henrietta Town-
ship since 1946.

She was a homemaker and
was a member of Feliowship
Baptist Church, Lorain.

Mrs. Morrow is survived by
sons, Dale of Amherst Township,
Wayne of Rowlett, Texas;

f

St. Joseph Hospital and Health
Center after a short illness.

She was born in_Galicia,
Ukraine, and came to Lorain in
1950. She worked in the house-
keeping department of the hospi-
tal for 18 years, retiring in 1969.
She was a member of St. John
Ukrainian Catholic Church and
the Apostleship of the church,
Soyuz Ukrainok, and the Ukrai-
nian National Home.

She enjoyed cooking and bak-
ing.

Mrs. Turyi is survived by two
brothers and a sister all of West
Ukraine.

She was preceded in death by
her former husband, Mike, in
1!

Friends may call Sunday from
2-4 and 7-9 p.m. at the John R.
Dovin Funeral Home, 2701
Elyria Ave,, Lorain.

The Apostleship of Prayer
will conduct a rosary service
Sunday at 7 p.m. followed by
Panachida services at 7:30 p.m.
Services will be held Monday at
9:30 a.m. in the funeral home to
be followed by a Divine Liturgy
at 10 a.m. at St. John Ukrainian
Catholic Church. The Rev. Ihor
Pelensky, pastor, will officiate.
Burial will be in Calvary Ceme-
tery, Lorain.

Anna E. Pay

Anna E. Pay, 81, of New Lon-
don died Thursday at the Elms
Nursing Home in Wellington
after a long illness.

She was born in Wakeman and
was a member of St. Patrick
Catholic Church in Wellington.

Mrs. Pay is survived by a
daughter, Mary Roberts of Well-
ington; sons, Carl of Nankin,
Ohio, Alva of Largo, Fla., and
Jerry of Sullivan, Ohio; sisters,
Eleanor Rogers of California
and Eiva Anderson of Texas; 41
grandchildren; and by 46 great-
grandchildren.

She was preceded in death by
her husband, Walker; daughters,
Evelyn Hartman and Julia Fer-
ber; sons, Paul, Earl and
Lawrence; and by brothers, Carl
and William Beam.

Friends may call Sunday 7-9
pm. at the Norton Funeral
Home, 370 S. Main St., Welling-
ton, and on Monday one hour
prior to services at St. Patrick
Catholic Church, Wellington, at
11 a.m. The Rev. James J. Rey-
marn will officiate. Burial will
iew Cemetery, Sulli-

rla of
New London, Shitleen Abraham
of Elyria, Beverly Williams of

Amherst; 16  grandchildren;
eight great-grandchildren;
brothers, Olen Hammond of

Ambherst, Homer Hammond of
Louisville, Ky., Estelle “Pete” of
Lorain, Willard “Bill" Ham-
mond of Elyria; and by sisters,
Opal Thomas and Wilma Looper
of Elyria.

She was preceded in death by
her husband, Roy Thomas Mor-
row, Aug. 2, 1983, after 49 years
of marriage; a daughter Wanda
Lee, in 1948; brothers, Orville
and Howard;, and by a sister,
Arie Miller.

Friends may call at the
Hempel Funeral Home, 373
Cleveland Ave., Amherst, today
2-4 and 69 p.m. Friends may
also call Sunday prior to servies
at 2:30 p.m. at Fellowship Bap-
tist Church. The Rev. Frank
Chittack, pastor, will officiate.
Graveside services will be held
in Cedar Hill Church Cemetery,
Wayne County, Ky.

Calling hours will precede the
service at the Hoyt G. Hicke
Funeral Home in Monticello, Ky.

Death Notices

o
y 7-9 pm. at Cowling
2285, Maih St., Oberlin.

e conducted Monday at
1 am. Burial will be in Westwood Cemetery,

e Gates Fnends may
Hempel Fu-
Avc Amberst.
. at Ol

Stome. Churel artal Wil be i
Cemelery, Amherst.

van, Ohin.
Richard E. Rocher

Richard E. Rocher, 75, of
Sheffield Lake, died Friday at
Lorain St. Joseph Hospital and
Health Center after a long ili-
ness.

He was born in Elyria and was
a graduate of Oberlin High

School. He was a draftsman with
the engineering department of
General Industries in Elyria for
many years and retired from
Union Carbide General Engi-
neering in 1982 after 18 years of
service.

He served in the Navy 5ist
Construction Battalion during
World War II in the Asiatic-Pa-
cific Theater.

Mr. Rocher is survived by a
daughter, Wendy Rocher of
North Ridgeville; a step-daugh-
ter, Brenda Lewis of Elyria; a
stepson, James Malinkey of
Elyria; five grandchildren; and
by a brother, Martin of Florida.

He was preceded in death by
his wife, Naomi “Dolly” (nee
Sampson), in August 1991; and
by a stepson, Richard Malinkey
in September 1990.

There will be no visitation and
there will be no services.

The Bogner-Busch Family
Chapel, North Ridgeville, is in
charge of arrangements.

Wilma Szaho-Reese

Wilma  Szabo-Reese  (nee
Baden), 75, formerly of South
Amherst and Elyria died Thurs-
day at Copperhill, Tenn.

Arrangements are incomplete
and will be announced by the
Curtis-Scheuffler-Busch Family
Chapel, Elyria.

Legal Aid An}sfunco of Ohioe, Inc.

Family Counseling
Assistance with Personal Letters

celebrates

Living Willse Legal Forms e Social Security Benefits
ETC.and ETC.

Elyria
390 Broad St.
323-0600 or 322-3212

Oberlin
273 South Main
774-3212

Sponsorad by Donations from Patrons and the Martin Luther King Jr. Foundation inc.
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practical nurse, of New London
died Friday at Firelands Nurs-
ing Center.

Born in Chickalah, Ark., she
lived in Danville, Ark., before
moving to Elyria in 1946 and
ndon resident

The salutatorian of Danville
High School's graduating class
of 1939, she graduated from
Elyria School of Practical Nurs-
ing in 1962,

Mrs. Cerlan retired as an LPN
from Good Shepherd Home, Ash-
land, in 1987. She also was co-
owner of the former Cerlan’s
Carry Out in New London.

Survivors include her hus-
band, John, to whom she was
married 46 years, daughters,
Sharon Moran of Elyria and
Valerie of New London; and two
grandchildren.

Mrs. Cerlan was preceded in
death by a brother, J. Terry
Brown.

Friends may call one hour
prior to 11 am. services Monday
at Eastman Funeral Home, 200
‘W. Main St.,, New

Burial will be in Rldge Hill
Memorial Park, Amherst Town-
ship.

Minnie H. Wess

Minnie H, Wess, 89, of Wake-
man died Friday at Welcome
Nursing Home.

Born in Vintondale, Pa., she
lived in the Wakeman area since
1967 .

Mrs. Wess attended Henrietta
United Methodist Church.

Survivors include a daughter,
Vera Zimberlin of Wakeman;
four grandchildren; two great-
grandchildren; sisters, . Irma
Diren of New Jersey and Velma
Carlson of Yuma, Ariz; and
brothers, Lester Myers of
Sewickley, Pa., and Clyde Myers
of Aliquippa, Pa.

Friends may call from 1 p.m.
until 2 p.m. services Monday at
Cowling Funeral Home, 228 S.
Main St., Oberlin. The Rev. Jeff
Gindlesberger will officiate.

Burial will be in

Witness in murder case
injures himself in city jail

By LAWRENCE BUDD
C-T Staff Writer

LORAIN — The key witness
in the murder trial of a reputed
member of a New York gang
was rushed to St. Joseph Hospi-
tal and Health Center Thursday
after banging his head against
the wall of his city jail cell.

William Avery Jr., 28, of E.
25th Street, was back in jail Fri-
day morning after losing con-
sciousness at 3 p.m. Thursday,

lice said, after striking his
head on the cell wall.

Avery has been held on a per-
jury charge since Dec. 18 when
the trial of Lenworth Edwards,
19, of New York, ended in a mis-
trial after Avery testified that

was tortured and killed in
August because she owed $3,000
for drugs. In a deposition, Avery
said he waz with Edwards and
other gang members when
Blakely was tortured, beat
unconscious and dragged to a
car.

“I perjured myself. I lied
because I needed the money,”
Edwards said before Judge

Floyd D. Harris declared the g

mistrial.

Avery demanded $10,000,
rather than a $3,000 reward, in
return for testifying agamst
Edwards.

After refusing to testify for
the lesser amount during an ear-
her court appearance, Avery

he lied in a Sept. 26
linking Edwards to the murder
of Marsha Blakely, 22.

Authorities believe Blakely

eourt and sentenced to 10 days
in jail.

Blakely’s body was found
behind a Lorain shopping center,

with multiple stab wounds in'the
neck. Police believe she was fun
over by a car as well. w
Police also suspect a connec-
tion between Blakely’s death
and that of her friend, Floyd
Epps, 47, whose body was found
the night before. His death first
was attributed to an apparent
hit-skip accident.
The new trial is set for March

A Nord Center examiner
declared Avery was not suicidal
on Thursday, but recommended
a careful watch and that Avery
be given the opportunity to exer-
cise.

The examiner added that
Avery was very depressed “and
could go at any timie,” the report
said. Hospital records did not
indicate the type or extent of
treatment for injuries.

GOP chooses Gammons as Amherst auditor

By DOROTHY LEVECK
C-T Staff Writer
AMHERST — The Republican
Central Committee has named
Jong-time Ambherst politician
Jim Gammons as the new city
auditor.

He will begin his new job Mon-
day, according to the GOP’s
John Blevins. Gamtnons
replaces Marilyn Jacobeik, a
Republican, who resigned ear-
lier this month to accept a posi-
tion with the Lorain County
Board of Elections.

The auditor is an elected posi-
tion in Amherst so when Jacob-
cik quit naming a replacement
fell to the Republicans. The
term ends December of 1983.

Gammons served 10 years as

Chief
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Albert Volak and Randy Haupt,
Banks said.

Cemetery, Oberlin.

Elyrian shot during
suspected drug deal

ELYRIA — An Elyria man
was shot in the right thigh early
Friday in what police believe
was a drug deal gone sour.

But the man told police he
was shot as he fled from two
men trying to sell him drugs at
12th Street and West Avenue.

The man was treated at
Elyria Memorial Hospital for a
gunshot wound and released.

He told police he was walking
in the west-side neighborhood
shortly after midnight when two
men offered to sell him drugs.
When he declined, saying all he
had was food stamps, the men
tried to rob him, police said.

He told police one of the men
pulled out an automatic handgun
and shot him as he fled.

Police are looking for two
men, both about & feet and 160
pounds.

Prisoner accused
of mailing cocaine
faces April trial

ELYRIA — James Teague,
the jailed prisoner accused of
sending packets of cocaine to
local judiciary officials, has
been scheduled for trial April 6
on drug abuse charges.

Teague's trial date was set
after a pre-trial hearing Friday.

Teague, who was housed at
the Lorain Correctional Institu-
tion on a murder charge, tested
positive for cocaine use in a ran-
dom drug test at the facility,
warranting the new charge.

After being moved to the
county jail pending trial, Teague
began randomly mailing letters
with packets of cocaine to local
judges and the county prosecu-
tor.

In his letters, Teague said he
was pointing out that drugs
could be obtained in local jails
as well as in state-run institu-
tions. Teague’s allegations were
being investigated by the Lorain
County Sheriff’s Department.

Doyle E. Blackburn
Main 51, Grattan
recommended|
By reputation

i an assis-
tant chief, was appointed in
December after other assistant
chiefs — including Phil Dore,
who was originally named to
replace Pribanic — declined to
seek the appoint-

Ward 3 Council representative
until his defeat in the Nov. 4,
general election when he ran for
re-election as an independent
candidate, losing to David Rice,
who also ran as an independent.

“1 am glad to have him there,”
Rice said of Gammons’ appoint-
ment. “He knows my job (coun-
cil) better than I do and maybe 1
can get some pointers along the
way. This is terrific news.”

Gammons, 44, is a 1966 Mar-
ion L. Steele High School gradu-
ate and holds a

bachelor’s degree from Baldin
Wallace College.

Gammons is president of Nat-
ural Gas Marketing, vice presi-
dent of Quantum Industries and
is marketing adviser to Kaiser

Aluminum.
According to Blevins, lhere
were four applicants for the
position that pays about $10,500
per year for the part-time post.
The Central Committee met
Thursday night to make its
selection. Blevins said “we were
very please to choose John. It
appears he has the most back-
ground in Accounting.”
Republican Councilman Rob-
ert Dinallo, who served with
Gammons on council said he is
also pleased by the appointment.
Mayor John Jaworski said
“Gammons was a well-known
council member. It was the deci-
sion of the Repubhcan Central
Committee,”
Gammons  could
reached for comment.

not be

Insurance agency files

suit for late

By GLEN MILLER
C-T Staff Writer
ELYRIA — A lawsuit might
determine whether or not merm-

health bills

mount, Calif, for which DIG
handled a health trust fund.
Other defendants are Group
Plans Inc., the plan’s former
Cincinnati-based ini

bers of the North
Chamber nf Commerce are
f dol-

ment.

Because of his rank, Shlapack
would probably win the job, if
his test scores are the highest.

Pribanic resigned in Decem-
ber after being indicted for tam-
pering with evidence, theft in
office and bribery while serving
as fire chief. He was convicted
in January and is scheduled to
be sentenced on Monday.

MOTORCYCLIST

FROM B-1

motorcycle, and died of massive
head injuries.

The prosecution  disputed
Danks allegatmns that he could
see the man’s face, pointing out
that from where he said he was
standing by the Imperial Cafe on
Elyria Avenue to where the wire
'was strung was almost 500 feet.

Danks failed a lie detector
test about his allegations, and
the man he accused of stringing
the wire absolved himself in a
similar test.

Chief Assistant County Prose-
cutor Jonathan Rosenbaum said
Danks was lying to free Maha-
low from prison.

Elyria man charged
in assaults on girls

ELYRIA — A 45-year-old
Fairmont Street man was
arraigned Friday on charges
that he sexually assaulted his
girlfriend’s 8-year-old daughter
and her 11-year-old friend.

Jerome Burke, 550 Fairmont
8t., was charged with two counts
of felonious sexual penetration
after his arrest Monday. He was
in the Lorain County Jail on
$20,000 bond.

Burke’s girlfriend told police
the alleged attacks occured Feb.
3 while he was taking nude pho-
tographs of the girls.

Burke is scheduled to have a
preliminry hearing at 10:30 a.m.
Feb.27.

The Family Of The Late
nie R. Nelson

o wishas 1o thank ai thase wh 3

oir
0 them during telr recent

hose who Braught faod or

gavi ity gt e

way. We love youl

nd heiped out in sy

o
lars in medxcal bills that an
insurance group won't pay.

Hovey, Kaiser & St. Marie
Agency Inc. in Elyria is asking
Lorain County Common Pleas
Court to order the Diversified
Industrial Group (DIG) to pay
outstanding health insurance
claims filed by chamber mem-
bers prior to Aug. 1, 1991,

DIG has refused to pay the
claims unless chamber members
enroll in the existing health plan,
although the members claim
that stipulation was not part of
the original agreement.

The suit also asks the court to
decide if DIG and four other
insurance firms are responsible
for* payment on the unpaid
claims and charges that DIG has
failed to make financial disclo-
sures about payments available
to plan participants. No esti-
mates were available on the dol-
lar amount of the outstanding
claims.

Hovey, Kaiser & St. Marie
Agency Inc. was the marketing
agent for the chamber of com-
merece that adopted a self-pay
health plan “designed and
developed” by the Schlather
Insurance Agency in Elyria for
the Oberlin Area Chamber of
Commerce, according to the
suit.

But the suit does not seek
relief for Oberlin Chamber of
Commerce members.

The Schlather agency is one of
the defendants, as is the Interna-
tional Union of Petroleurn and
Industrial Workers in Para-

Habitat

QOak Tree Administrators, the
plan’s  existing .administrator;
and Health Plans Inc. in Elyria.

The Oberlin chamber began
its health plan in April 1990, and
North Ridgeville began its on
Jan. 1,1991.

The plan’s funds were trans-
ferred to DIG last August when,
for management reasons, the
U.S. Labor Department gave its
regulatory authority over self-
funded health trusts to the
states, and Ohio ruled the plan
did not comply with rules for
self-paid health programs. .

DIG notified members ‘of
North Ridgeville and Oberlin
chambers last month that no
claim incurred prior to Aug. 1
will be paid unless they enrolled
in its health plan for 1992.

But last week, David Schlath-
er, agency co-owner, said the
agreement with DIG called for
all insurance claims filed prior
to Aug. 1 to be paid. He also said
Group Plans Inc. had been slow
in rﬁpondmg to his agency’s
inquiries and in sending unproc-
essed claims to DIG.

Neither Schlather, DIG presi-
dent George Beltz or representa-
tives of the other defendants,
could be reached for comment
Friday.

Members of both chambers of
commerce have been angered by
DIG’s refusal to pay the claims,
a decision which means they
must pay medical bills them-
selves.

Several Oberlin members said
they have consulted attorneys
but added they have not decided
if they also will file lawsuits.

FROM B-1

That home was built with the
help of two dozen Lorain County
Joint Vocational School carpen-
try students who volunteered
their time and energy.

Members of the Habitat board
of trustees work alongside vol-
unteer labor provnded by fami-
lies interested in buying the
Habitat homes, and members of
area churches.

Thanks to volunteer labor and
donations from area businesses,
very few of Habitat’s houses
cost more than $25,000.

A committee helps select fam-
ilies who will occupy the housing
once it is finished. The family

chosen for the Elyria home will
have to contribute 100 hours of
“sweat equity” by helping to
construct the new house, said
Ohley.

The Building Industry Associ-
ation of Lorain County has pro-
vided experts to offer training
and advice to volunteer labor-
ers.

Formed in 1988, Lorain
County Habitat it an affiliate of
an international organization
headquartered in Americus, Ga.
There are more than 250 Habitat
projects throughout the US.,
Canada and South Africa, and
more than 50 in 25 developing
countries.

I
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Pilot acquitted in plane crash death

By JEFF SIMMONS
C-T Staff Writer

PORT CLINTON — A Lorain
man charged with vehicular
homicide in the 1991 plane crash
death of a Willoughby man was
acquitted in Port Clinion munic-
ipal court Tuesday.

Pilot George Katsikas was
acquitted by Judge Frederick

Hany I who ruled the prosecu-
tion did not have strong enough
evidence to support the claim
that Katsikas’ negligence caused
the death of Frank Kren, 39.
When the prosecution rested
its case at 230 p.m. Tuesday,
Hany granted a request by the
defense that he acquit Katsikas.
“They {the prosecution) didn’t

have a case” said Cleveland
defense attorney Maggie Meko.
“It was as simple as that. He had
12 wltneues and he still dido’t

acase.”

’l ne plane crash occurred Jan.
2 near Rattlesnake Istand in
Lake Erie. Kren was piloting the
Cessna single-engine plane when
it took off from Burke Lakefront

kas, who was Kren's flight
instructor, took the controls just
before he attempted to land.

Katsikas overshot the runway
and the plane crashed in the
lake. Katsikas and passenger
Lucius McKeivey, 45, of Pepper
Pike, were able to swim to safe-
ty, but Kren drowned.

that the accident occurred
because Katsikas was negligent
and landed too far down the
island runway to stop or pull the
plane back up to avoid the crash.

Meko and fellow attorney
John Martindale, however, said
the crash was purely an acci-
dent. Although Meko and Mar-

involving aviation, Meko said it
was the first case she was aware
of in which a pilot was charged
with murder after a passenger
died in a crash.

“We have never heard of such
a thing,” Meko said. “This was a
gross injustice that was nearly
done to the pilot. It was nice to

Airport in Cleveland, but Katsi-

Prosecutors tried to prove tindale

Lois Slattery clears off her Jeep Cherokee before venturing
out Wednesday. Slattery, who won the jeep during the Cash

Brushing off the booty

‘Explosion show, wasn't sure how far she would be traveling
today because of the weather.

C-T/Kimberty Barth

specialize

Lorain cop predicts summer drug war

Murder trial witness
foresees gang battle
for area drug turf

By JULIE WALLACE
C-T Staff Writer

ELYRIA — Marsha Blakely lost her own baitle
in the War on Drugs.

The 22-year-old Lorain woman lost her dignity
to her addiction to cocaine, selling anything,
including hersel, to raise money.

Finally, in August, Blakely lost her life, accord-
ing to Lorain police.

Det. Geno Taliano, the chief investigator
assigned to Blakely's death, testified Wednesday
that he believes Lenworth Edwards, an 18-year-
old Queens, ., man, was part of a New York-
based drug ring that killed Blakely because she
owed them drug money.

Edwards is charged with aggravated murder

and felonious assault. This is his second trial. His
first in December ended in a mistrial because the
prosecution’s key witness recanted testimony that
placed Edwards at the murder scene.

“Marsha Blakely was a drug addict,” Taliano
said. “She was a. booster, a person who steals
things not for personal use but to sell for reduced
prices to buy drugs.”

Taliano also predicted a drug war in Lorain and
Flyria this summer hetween the New York gang

2nd a Dairojt gang that @

to coatrol the &

He said the New York ring infiltrated Lorain
and was more vicious, scaring away the Detroit
traders. After the slayings of Blakely and her
companion, Floyd Epps, last summer, the New
Yorkers fled, and the Detroit gang returned, he
said.

Taliano said his investigation was at a standstill
after the murders, because little physical evi-
dence linking anyone to the slayings could be
found. But a scenario presented by man who
claimed the $2,000 reward on the case, William
Avery Jr., was convincing.

Gerace
fights
to keep
benefits

ELYRIA — Leonard Gerace
wants his retirement benefits,
and he doesn’t think the prosecu-
tion should be able to claim

Gerace, a former Lorain
police narcotics officer, is serv-

LEONARD GERACE
«.in jail on drug charges

By JANE TRAGER
C-T Stafi Writer

The acceleration in gasoline
prices is beginning to levet off,
according (o area service station
owners and operators,

They add, however, they still
expect price fluctuations, though
not like the sharp increases that
took place toward the end of
February. Then some prices
rose by as much as 13 cents.

“So far it's been steady,” said
Greg Horan of Harvey and
Greg's BP at 512 N. Abbe Rd., in
Elyria. “But 1 don’t know what

ing a two-year prison semtence
after pleading guilty to three
counts of aggravated trafficking
in cocaine, four counts of theft in
office, and one count of tamper-

1 ing with evidence.

He was also ordered to pay a
$15,000 fine, and the Lorain
Count or’s  office

ity f
wants Gerace to forfeit the

Gerace's attorney. John Pyle
asked Lorain County Common
Pleas Court Judge Edward M.

Zaleski on Wednesday to deny
the state's request. He wants a
hearing scheduled if the state’s
request is to be considered.

Authorities assert Gerace

emnpmmistd as many as 50 fel-
crack &ﬂm lr;m“ tine ‘pohne
narcotics evidence safe.

prices will do.”

At the station a gallon of
unleaded gas sells for $1.09. The
average price for a gallon of
unleaded gas at BP stations in
Lorain County is $1.07, accord-
ing to Ginny Sinko, manager of
public retations for BP.

Gas prices soared to nearly
$1.40 a gallon during the buildup
(v e s Gasiau i wat 10 LOE
sumnmer of 1990. They were kept
steady during the war, due to
White House and Congressional

Taliano said Avery told autherities Edwards
nose was bloodied in a fight in Epps apartment
with Blakely and other gang members.

That was consistent with  blood-speckled jeans
jacket Edwards' girlfriend, Delpbina Guice,

turned over to police — the jacket Edwards
admitted wearing the evening Blakely was killed.
The blood type matched that of Edwards, Taliano
said.

Lhe kitchen table was
according to Tahano.
During a search of Epps apartment, police con-
firmed that a table leg had been broken, he said.

Blakely's body was discovered in August behind
the Wesigate Plaza. Several hours iater, Epps’
body was found. No charges have been filed in
Epps’ siaying

Avery was charged with perjury after he
recanted his lestimony, and defense attorney
James Carson contends that without his testimo-
ny, there’s no link between Edwards and Blakely's
slaying.

See DRUG, B2

Rise in gasoline prices
beginning to level off

C-TiKabe Warnke

GAS PRICES are on the rise at Harvey and
Greg's BP at 512 N. Abbe Road.

pressure, and fell sharply after the end of the war.

Prices dropped below $1 last March and April.
but stayed there for only a few days.

In December, the price of unleaded gasoline,
which had risen to $1.17 at some service stations,
began dropping. Prices dropped again in January
and at the beginning of February.

Bl“ Ryder a spokesman fm' Marauwn il |I|

price of $1.07 per gallon for unleaded fuel and
that has been holding steady for about a week.

See GAS, B-2

in cases know that the system works.”

'kidgjéville

isa vicfory
for mob rule

The North Ridgevitle Board of Educabion
embraced the cowardly concept of gover-
nance by polis Monday nught and lhe result

'was a shameful ahdication of responsibility
and a victory for mob rule. _

‘The question was whether North Ridgeville
High School's prom policy which excludes
freshmen would remain intact, be modified or
be scrapped. But rather than do the job they
‘were elected to do, board president Gerald
Skully and his four cohorts opted for the easy
way out. They decided that the best way to
tackle this touchy issue was to put a wet fin-
ger in the air.

They
relied ona
survey, con-
ducted in
Japuary,
and based
on the opin-
ions of 764
people —88
percent of
them chil-
dren — the
“no freshmen” policy remains intact. It's com-
forting to know that kids wield so much pawer
with the five adults elected to formulate
school policy in North Ridgeville. Maybe we
can look forward to a similar sampling of the
youngsters to decide curriculum. textbook and
testing questions.

Angway. no freshmen will defile the prom
with their presence. If it takes more back-
ground checks, burly cops at the door and
snarling Rottweilers to keep the undesirables
at bay, then so be it. Prineipal David Living-
ston stands ready to do his duty.

Board President Skully said the board's
unanimous decision ot o change the prom
policy was “in part” based on the survey of 80
parents and 674 students. Anybody who
believes that “in part” stuff needs a reality
check. The best Skully could do to augment
the survey findings with sound reasoning was
to say, “H (the policy) has served us well and
has built-in safeguards.”

Let me see if L understand that. The pﬂllcv
Roarsine foc

the prom’s wiles. Or, if you never ride in a car.
you'll never be in an auto accident.

New board member Christopher Crobaugh,
‘who fancies himself a libertarian, weighed in
with this bit of convolution® “The prom is an
extracurricular activity which may or may
not be attended. That's where the freedom of
choice is involved.”

‘The issue is simple and it is about freedom.
‘The juniors and seniors at North Ridgeville
High School should have the freedom to invite
to their prom the person that they want most
to mvite, including freshmen who are. as 1
understand it, high school students, toc. Any
policy that excludes freshmen from the pool
of invitees simply because they're freshmen is
arbitrary and capricious in the extreme.

‘There’s another issue, Loo. Consider this
unsettling remark from Janice Chappell,
chairwoman of the after-prom committee:
“They (the poli-takers) don't want them {the
freshmen) there. As far as I'm concerned, that
should settle it.” In other words, Chappell
thinks it's OK for the freedom of one group of
people to be invalidated by the vote of 2
larger group.

Isuspect, however, that freedom was a
peripheral issue for most of the poll's respon-
dents. More central were attitudes based on
spite. resentment and envy. How else to inter-
pret remarks like “Freshmen don’t deserve
it,” or “They should have to wait"? I suspect
the target of this pettiness is that imagined
freshman girl who is popular enough and
pretty enough to be invited, and mature
enough (in her parents’ eyes) to be allowed to
£o. Just a guess.

But what's most puzzling to me is this: What
do the school board and others in authority

his sock hop with fancy
clothes? Do freshmen carry communicable
diseases thal other students do not? Will the
seniors and juniors feel less like young adults
if twerpy ninth-graders are in the room? Are
there other horrors that I've overlooked?

1f s, maybe a wiser policy would be to
allow freshmen to attend, but with a provise.
In order to warn upperclassmen of the danger,

Prynnes, to wear scarlet “F's” u;( their pm-l';;
dresses. Compared to the present procedure,
that would be progress.
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Area lhaths

: Donald C. Helm

Duuuid . Tiokus, 60, i Grai-

m dled n-n‘,xpeﬂedly t home

Bom m Akron, he was a for-
‘mer resident of Cuyahoga Falls
and moved to Grafton in 1964.

He was a U.S. Marine veteran
of World War 11, who served in
the Pacific.

Employed at Stanadyne in
Elyria from 1970 to 1988, he
retired from their Western Steel
Division in 1988 as manager of
data processing.

He was a member of the First
Congregational Church of Elyr-
ia, the East Elyria Kiwanis Club,
Hudson Lodge No. 510 F&AM, in
Hudson, and the Elyria Elks
Lodge.

Mr. Helm is survived by his
e of 43 years, Domsa L.,
daught.ers Cathleen Katz of Tor-
rance, Calif, Christine Helm of
New York City, and Caryn Clark
of Cleveland His; four grand-
children; and a brother, Robert,

Friends may call 24 and 7-8
pm. Saturday in the Dicken
Funeral Home, 323 Middte Ave.,
Elyria.

Funeral services will be held
Sunday at 2 pm. in the First
Congregational Church  with
Rev. Dennis ' Fredrickson offi-
ciating.

Rurial will be Monday at 11
am. in Glendale Cemelery,
Akron.

Memorial contributions may
be made to the Elyria Salvation
Army:

MyrHe F. Meinen

Myrile F. Meinen, 100, of
Sandusky, died Tuesday evening
at the home of her granddaugh-
ter, Sarah Stradtman of
Sandusky.

Born in Tolede, she was a resi-
dent of Townsend Twp. for the
past 56 years and for the past 12
years had lived with her chil-
dren,

She was a member of St
Peter Evangelical Lutheran
Church, Norwalk.

Mrs. Meinen is survived by
daughters, Lydia Schnee of Day-
tona Beach, Fla, and Laura
‘Waguer of Bellevue; a son, Earl,
of Norwalk, 16 grandehildren,
eight great-grandchildren, eight
great-great-grandchildren; and a
brother, William Hockley of
Fruitland Park, Fla.

She was preceded in death by
her husband, Henry, in 1972; and
four brothers.

Friends may call 2-4 and 7-9
p.m. Friday in the Heaston-Ger-
ber Funeral Home, 175 Benedict
Ave., Norwalk, where services
will be held at 11 am. Saturday.
Rev. Fred Wiechers, pastor of
St. Peter Evangelical Lutheran
Church, will officiate.

Burial will be in Collins Ceme-
tery in Collins.

Memorial contributions, if
desired, may be ‘made to the
memorial fond of St Peter
Evangelical Lutheran Church,
243 Benedict Ave., Norwalk,
Ohio, 44857,

Bert N. Leege

Bert N. Leege of Elyria died
Wednesday night at Elyria
Memorial Hospital after suffer-
ing an apparent hearl attack
earlier in the day at home.

Funeral arrangements are
incomplete and will  be
announced by the Bauer,

Laubenthal, Wainwright Funeral
Home, Elyria
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Mable L. Cain

died Tuesday at St. Joseph Hos-
pital and Health Center, Lorain,
after a sudden illness.

Born in Middlebourne, W.Va.,
she had lived in Lorain for the
past 35 years.

She was a very active mem-
ber of the Church of the Healing
Waters, Loraip, where she was a
Sunday School teacher.

She enjoyed sewing and quilt-
ing.

Mrs. Cain is survived by her
husband of 34 years, Thurman,
sons, Lydle of Creola, Ohio, and
Kevin at home; daughters,
Catherine Altomare of Lorain,
and Wilda Hurst of Knoxville,

* Tenn; five grandchildren; a sis-

ter, Judy Utley of Lorain; and a
brother, Harry Price of Virginia,

Friends may call 3-5 and 7-9
pm. today and 2-4 and 7-9 p.m.
Friday at the Reichlin-Cooley
Funeral Home, 2920 Brnadway,
held at 10 am. Satnrday Rev.
Charles Cobb, pastor of the
Church of the Healing Waters,
will officiate.

Burial will be in Ridge Hill
Memorial Park, Amberst Town-

Richard W. North

Richard W. North, 72, of
North Ridgeville died this morn-
ing at home after a long iliness

Borp in Detroit, Mich., he was
a resident of North Ridgeville
for 32 years after moving from
Elyria.

He was employed at the Ford
Motor Co., Brook Park, for 38
years, retiring as a supervisar in

976

He was a U.S. Marine veteran
of World War 11 in the Pacific
Theater and attended Wayne
State University and Baldwin-
Wallace College.

He was a member of St
Peter's Catholic Church, North
Ridgeville, and North Ridgevilie
Senior Citizens.

He is survived by a daughter,
Sister Nancy North, SND,
director of religious education of
St. Anselm Catholic Church,
Chesterland, Ohio; sobs, James
of Elyria; Jason of Los Altos,
Calif,, and Ronald of Herndon,
Va; two grandchildrem, his
mother, Florence Day-Gru-
ver of Avon; and a brother, Rob-
ert of Cheboygan, Mich.

He was preceded in death by
his wife, Eleanor, in 1989; and
by brothers, George and Edwin.

Friends may call Priday 24
and 7-9 pn. at Boguer-Busch
Funeral Chapel, 36403 Center

Patricia A. Hipp

Patvinis A Winn &n e W
man, died Wednwlay ‘at Fisher-
Tiths Medical Center, Norwalk,
following a long illness.

Born in Elyria, she came to
Wakeman at the age of 7, and
except for 4 years in Norwalk,
was a Wakeman resident most
of her life.

Until il heaith forced her to
retire in 1989, she was the 11
pm.- 7 a.m. nursing supervisor
at Fisher-Titus Medical Center.
She had alsa worked as a private
duty nurse for 20 years at Provi-
dence Hospital, Sandusky, Allen
Memoria! Hospital, Oberlin, and
at Fisher-Titus.

Mrs. Hipp was a 1949 gradu-
ate of Wakeman High School and
a 1952 graduate of the Provi-
dence Hospital School of Nurs-
g,

She was a member of 5t. Mary
Catholic  Church, Wakeman,
where she served as a Eucharis-
tic minister, a member of the
Providence Hoenital Sehanl of
NUESIDG A ASsGCIALON, 20D
Right to Life. She also helped
initiate the “1 Can Cope” cancer
support group at Fisher-Titus.

Mrs. Hipp is survived by her
husband of 31 years, Joseph;
danghters, Maureen Ringle,
Mary Kay,"and Lynne Anne, all
of Norwalk. Denise Robson of
Wakeman, and Kim Koller of
Lorawn: sons. Thomas of Nor-
walk, David and Christopher,
both at home, four grandehil-
dren. a sister, Marie Redgers of
Avon Lake; brothers Jack and
William Burke, both of Wake-
man, Thomas Burke of Rocky
River, and Robert Burke of
Toledo

She was preceded m death by
her parents, John and Violet
(Carmody) Burke.

Friends may call 2-4 and 7-9
pm. Friday at the Gerber
Funeral Home, 16 Cooper St.,
‘Wakeman, where St Mary's

Altar and Resary Society will
recite the Rosary at 2 p.m. and a
Christian Wake service will be
held at 7 p.m.

A Iunerdl mass wlll be held at

Wakeman. Rev. Herbert Richey
and Deacon John Kinder will
officiate.

Burial will be in St. Mary
Cemetery, Wakeman.

Memorial contributions may
be made to the American Cancer
Society, Huron County Unit, P.0.
Box 532, Norwalk, 44857, St.
Mary Catholic Church Building
Fund, 46 E. Main Si., Wakeman,
44889; or to Stein Hospice Ser-
vice, 122 W. Madison St,
Sandusky. 44870

Births

Ridge Road, North

Funeral services will be Sat-
urday at 9:30 a.m. in the funeral
home, followed by 10:30 am.
mass in St. Peter Catholic
Chuch, Noni Ridgeviiie. Rev.
Charles Stollenwerk, pastor of
St. Richard Catholic Church,
North Olmsted, will officiate.

Burial will be in St. Peter
Catholic Cemetery, North Rid-
geville.

Memorial contributions may
be made to the Sisters of Notre

Dame, 13000 Auburn Rd.,
Chardon, OH 44024.
George Parker, Sr.

George Parker, Sr., 88, of

Lorain died Tuesday at St.
Joseph Hospital and Health Cen-
ter after a long illness.

Born in Loyd Bridge, La., he
had been a Lorain resident since
1955, moving from Kankakee,
.

He retired in 1970 from the -

city of Lorain Sanitation Depart-
ment.

He is survived by sons, Melvin
and Harold, both of Lorain;
daughter, Josephine Smith of
“Lorain; step-daughter, Geneva
Parks of Lorais, sisters, Fannie
Franklin and Willie Belle Park-
er, both of Alexandria, La., 22
grandchildren, 26 great-grand-
children and 14 great-great
grandchildren.

He was preceded in death by
his wife, Frances, in 1985; a son,
. in 107

"1970 and 4
step-snn, Isaac Stem in 1989

Mar

Thomas in

Friends may call Friday 2-4
and 7-9 pm. at the Brown
Funeral Home, 27th and Broad-
way, Lorain, where funeral ser-
vices will be held at 1 p.m. Sat-
urday. Rev. Peter T
of Thilah Rankict M
will officiate.

Burial will be in Elmwood
Cemetery, Lorain.
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Runaway’s boyfriend

arrested, pleads innocent ...,

C-T Staff Writers

ELYRIA — The 24-year-old
boyfriend of a North Ridgeville
teen-age runaway was arrested
Wednesday at Lorain County
Children’s Services on a charge
of having consensual sex with
her.

John J. Gladura Jr., of 34085
Luanne Drive, North Ridgeville,
pleaded innocent today in Elyria
Municipal Court to one count of
corruption of a minor.

Attorney David Sherman said
Gladura went to Children’s Ser-
vices to give them information
about Tara Jagielski, 15, who
ran away with Gladura Feb. 7
and ret 4 Friday. Daring
that time, police said the couple
had stayed at various houses in
North Ridgeville, Lorain and the
west side of Cleveland.

Shem]an told Municipal Court
2 rerguson Lhus
morning that Tara was a victim
of her mother, not Gladura.

Ferguson set a $5,000 bond for
Gladura, but said he would per-
mit Sherman to work out a
lower bond with prosecutors.

Sherman said Gladura went to
Children’s Services because “he
was worried about her (Tara).”

“She had told him she was
scared to go home” Sherman
said.

Jaguelski turned herself in to
North Ridgeville police Friday
and was taken to the county
detention home, but fled again
the same day.

Her mother, Peggy Sluser of
Wallace Boulevard, d
Wednesday she brought Tara
home Friday but added that the
girl was “in the house no more
than four hours when she took
off again.”

Sherman charged the girl fled
to a safe house to escape from
“a bad home environment.”

A North Ridgeville police
spokeswoman today acknowl-
edged they don’t know where she
is staying.

Gladura was first arrested

Area briefs

March 5 in North Ridgeville and
charged with contributing to the
unruliness or dehnquency of a
minor and was free on $1,000

Was Lrrosica

o
again.

Tara has been charged with
unruliness in juvenile court.

Sluser, who had waged a cam-
paign in bpewspapers and on
radio to perswade Tara to
return, said the ninth-grader left
home this last time with only a
small bag of clothing. Siuser
could not be reached today to
respond to Sherman’s allega-
tions of a poor home environ-
ment.

“It was not the same Tara
who came home with me. She
said she was glad to be home but
she was depressed about John
being in jail and the trouble he
was in,” said Sluser. “She said
John and she were in love. They
wanted me to let them date
openly.”

Sluser said Gladura is a neigh-
bor and the friend of a nephew.
She said she did not apptove of
the relationship not only because
of the age difference but
because Gladura is the divorced
father of a 4-year-old daughter.

She also said Tara was
“embarrassed” and did not want
to return to the North Ridgeville
schools.

Elyria: Cocaine in pipe gets man arrested

ELYRIA — A 25-year-old Grafton man was arrested in Wilkes
Villa early today on a drug abuse charge after police found a pipe
containing crack residue in his car.

Police said Ronald R. Rowe of 267 E. Royalton Rd. admitted he
came to the Wilkes Villa area to buy crack cocaine and that he had
smoked it within the past seven hours.

Rowe was charged with drug abuse, driving under the influence,
possession of criminal tools and running a stop sign. He was
released on a summons to a relative, reports said.

PUL. Al Leiby said he saw a man leaning into Rowe’s car, stopped
on Pratt Boulevard, shortly after 3 a.m. and then pulled Rowe over
when he ran a stop sign on Tedman Court, according to reports.

Leiby said he found a crack pipe, which later tested positive for

cocaine, in the car.

Rowe, whom Leiby said was unable to recite more than two let-
ters of the alphabet in sequence, was taken ta Elyria Memorial Hos-
pital to have a blood sample blood drawn before booking repnrts

said.

Wakeman man killed
when pickup hits house

By JEFF MOHRMAN
C-T Staff Writer
VERMILION TWP. — A
Wakeman man was killed

Wednesday when his pickup
truck veered from the roadway
and hit a garage on Mason Road
just west of Route 60.

Gerald A. Hicks, 56, of 13197
Route 113, was pronounced dead
at Lorain Community Hospital
shortly after noon, according to
a spokesman for the State High-
way Patrol's Sandusky post. The
Lorain County Coroner will rule
on the cause of death.

The patrol said Hicks was
westbound when his truck went
off the road and crashed into a
garage at the Virgil M. Griffin
home, 13417 Mason Road.

Patrolman Lt. John Spitler
said the road was relatively dry
with no ice patches and the road
conditions apparently were not a

factor in the accident.

Griffin and his wife, Ruth,
were both home at the time, but
neither was hurt.

“We were in the living room,
just getting ready to watch the
noon news, when we heard the
impact,” Griffin said. “The
house shook.”

The truck went through the
west wall of the garage, which is
attached to the house, he said
The living room is in the middle
of the house. The truck also hit a
car in the garage.

Griffin said when he got out to
the truck, he found Hicks lying
in the seat.

“I tried to rouse him, but got
n0 response,” he said.

The patrol spokesman said
there was extensive damage
done to the garage and moderate
damage to the car.

Driver to face 4th DUI charge

OBERLIN — A 20-year-old
Amberst man has been charged
with his fourth drunk driving
offense within five years.

Bobby W. Uawis, of 51900
Portman Rd., pleaded innocent
Wednesday in Municipal Court
on charges of driving under the
influence, underage consump-
tion and no seat belt. He was
scheduled for a pre-trial on
April 7 at1pm.

State Highway Patrol Trooper
Tom Fontanez said Navis failed
a oreatn test when he pulied him
over on March 5, registering an
bloog-aleohol level of .15. The
Tegal limit is .10.

Fontanez said Davis was driv-
ing south on Route 58 at 3:4¢
am., North Ridge

Drug
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‘cross  examination,
Cats o g siicn Taikauy aiws s
lack of fi ints or trace evi-
dence, anything that could lead
police to Edwards. The detec-
tive, however, said the evidence
was sufficient.

“My opinion is there is evi-
dence and testimony that Len-
worth Edwards was responsible
for and part of the conspiracy to
kill Marsha Blakely,” he said.
“The physical evidence was sub-
stantiated by William Avery Jr.
He corroborated it.”

Carson also asked if the tests
on the jacket had determined
when it was bloodied. Taliano
said it was impossible to deter-
mine exactly.

Avery — a muscle man who
was trying to work off his own
debt by beating up other debtors
— admitted Tuesday that he had
lied in the first trial. But he said
be had been threatened by
Edwards and a corrections
officer at the county jail

members, including Edwards,
beat Blakely into unconscious-
ness, then drag her to a car. Her
body was dumped behind the
Westgate Plaza in Lorain, and
Avery said he saw another gang
member named “Justice” poke
Blakely with a shiry object. He
said he then ran away. fearing
he was next.

Toe defense, which is
expected to conclude its case
today, put Darmell Board, a
Torain County corrections offic-
er, on the witness stand Wednes-
day. Board, who said his name
was the most similar sounding to
the name of the corrections
officer Avery said threatened
him, denied Avery’s allegations.

Also testifying for the prose-
cution Wednesday was Edwards’
former  girlfriend, Delphina
Guice. In the December trial,
Guice said Edwards asked Ler to
be his alibi if necessary and
admitted killing “the crack head
bitch.”

But Guice wasn't talking in
this trial. Asked by Chief Assis-
tant  County ~ Prosecutor
Jonathan Rosenbaum to repeat
her testimony from the first
trial, Guice said she couldn’t
remember and grew hostile
when Rosenbaum showed her a
transcript of her statement.

She said she felt intimidated
by Rosenbaum.

“You kept threatening me ...
you told me I'd better remem-
ber.” she yelled, “You scared me
half to death. I'm still scared —
can't remember.”

On cross cxamination, Guice
talked calmly, deseribing
Edwards as a “nice” guy who
did not show any violent tenden-
cles.

“Do you believe he killed Mar-
sha Blakely?” Carson asked
Guice.

“I never have and I never
will,” she answered.

e
ud
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“In January the price was in
the 90 cent range” he said.
“About a year ago, it was at
$1.06 so it really hasn’t changed
(hat much.”

Sinko said the reason for the
rise in price was due to “an
mcreased demand,” and the fact
that “a number of refineries in
the Midwest area are down for
maintenance so supply is down.
This happens maybe once or
twice a year.”

“These things combined have
put an upward pressure on
wholesale prices and that is
reflected at the retail level.”

Customers seem to be taking
the prices with a fair amount of
good grace, Koran said.

“The cuslomers aren’t angry.

They've been through this
before.”
Corrections

The Elyria police stopped the
car carrying Midway Mall shop-
1ifting suspects iast week. In two
subsequent stories, it was incor-
rectly reported that it was sher-
if’s deputies.

People in service

Road, when he stopped Davis
because of a ioud exnaust. Fon-
tanez said he gave Davis a
breath fest after noticing a
strong odor of alcohol on him.

Davis has "been convicted
three times of driving under the
influence, authorities said.

If convicted, he would receive
a mandatory 30 days in jail, and
GO FECEIVE Up (0 ODe year in
jail, according to James
Lowther, former Oberlin city
prosecutor.

Maring Lanze fot

vey Cazeav, Amherst, and Marine
Steven P_Garay, son of George and Gayle
Garay, Amhersl, have deployed wilh 24th
Manre Expegiionary o, based ! Gamp
Lejeune, N.C., 107 2 six-manth deployment
ot Wedieranean.

Marin Lance Cp. Gregury 1. Fcher, son
Richard Fischer, Lakewood, has depioyed
wih 24t e Expedilionary Uni, based
at Camp Lejeune, NC. for @ six-month
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Rivas and Gilda Jacinto, both of Lorain, las
‘with the 131h’ Marine Expedi

ary Unlt, based at Camp Pendlelon, Caifar-

nia, lur Six months 10 the Western Pacific
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Pease: Let constituents
decide if it was ‘abuse’

By CASEY TURTON
C-T Staff Writer

The offices of Congressmen
Don J. Pease and Paul Gillmor,
who have said before that they
didn't bounce any checks at the
House bank, issued statements
today about the scandal that
sounded verv different thamas

Pease, a Democrat from
Oberlin who will retire at the
end of this term after 16 years in
the House, was conciliatory.

“If the American people find
that their representative was

TV Week

Shades of Major Bowes and
Ted Mack! Irrepressible
Willard Seott is host of
“The New Original Ama-
teur Hour,” on the Family
Channel. It's TV Week’s
cover story.

Schism

Tammy Faye Bakker says
she’s tired, lonely and hart-
ing, so she’s geing to
divorce her imprisoned hus-
band, Jim, the former tele-
vangelist convicted of frand
and conspiracy charges
relating to his Praise the
Lord ministry in Charlotte,
N.C. They’ve been married
nearly 31 years. A-3.

Buzzwords

Some 25 seventh and eighth
graders vie tonight at Ten-
nyson School in Sheffield
Lake in the second of two
C-T district spelling bees.
Story, spelling order, pho-
tos on B-4.

Chilly: Chance of flurries tonight.
Low 15-20. Flurries Saturday.
High in low 30s. Defarls on A-2.
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among those who bounced
checks, it will be up to them to
decide whether the errors were
abusive of simple human er
he said.

A spokesman for Gillmor, a
Republican from Port Clinton
who is seeking re-election to his
third term. issued a much

SRl slais

Mark Isakowitz, Gillmor's
spokesman, said, “He has never
bounced a check and does not
want his name smeared with the

1st eight
new cops
near OK

Tax-boost hirees
1o start training

By CASEY TURTON
C-T Staff Writer

ELYRIA — The first group of
new police officers hired with
funds from the 025 percent
income tax hike approved by
voters in February should be on
duty 10 about twe months, Safety
Service Director Tim Coey said
Thursday

Coey said eight candidates are
undergoing polygraph and psy-
chological tests as well as FBL
background checks before they
go into tramning He said the hir-
ing process should take about
two months.

“It’s defwitely moving along,
but 1t 15 & slow and complex pro-
cess,” said Coey.

The city plans on huring 25
additional officers through 1993
with revenues produced by the
tax hike The increase will gen-
erate $1.5 million annually for
the Police Department

The tax hike also helped the
department avoid layoffs last
month when Mayor Michael B.
Keys furloughed 17 employees
to balance the city’s $17 4 mil-
lion general fund

Two police dispatchers and
the city’s involvement in the
Lorain Connty Mg Task Force
were threatened because of the
cash crunch. Keys and C.ty
Council, however, agreed
advance $350,000 from the cap1~
tal unprovement fund to keep
the task force in operation and
the dispatchers working,

Keys said the $350,000 will be
returned to the capital improve-
ments fund when proceeds from
the tax hike come in later

REP. CHARLES WILSON
...one of top “bouncers.”

LENWORTH Edwards, center, confers Thursday during his trial. Hours Jater he was convicted of Tre

JACK RUSS
...bank overseer quits

Roster of offenders

WASHINGTON ~ (AP) —

are rushing to give constituents
an_explanation of their check-
kiting habits hefore the release
of an offictal offenders st
Many feated vntels wo\lld seek

ebmibon

The House early today voted
426-0 to make public the names
of 355 current and former mem-
bers who took advantage of free
overdrafts at the House bank It
singled out 24 as the worst abus-
ers, and lefi 1t to the public to

aggravated murder and felnnums assault,

C-Tikmberly Barth

Convicted killer's mom: ‘Not another
son, please, | can’t lose another son’

Jury apparently believes key witness’

By JULIE WALLACE
C-T Staff Writer

ELYRIA — The key prosecu-
tion witness in a Lorain murder
trial recanted a statement to
police, adrutted lying and then
changed his story.

But {hal didn't siop a Loraw
County Jury from believing him.

After only 90 minutes of delib-
eration Thursday, the eight-
woman, four-man jury found
19-year-old Lenworth Edwards
of Queens, N.Y., guilty of aggra-
vated murder and felonious
assault in the killing of Marsha
Blakely.

Common Pleas Judge Floyd

D Harns sentenced Edwards to
life in prison, with no chance at
parole uatil he has served 28
years. He said he would appeal
the conviction.

Edwards’ mother, Donba
Edwards, was stunned by the
verdiet She began shaking
clutched the arm of a friend
seated next to her.

“Not another son, please, I
can't lose another son,” she
cried. The friend saxd her young-
est son was recently killed in a
car accident.

Edwards slammed his fist on
a table. He reluctantly stoed
before Harris for sentencing,

changed story

telling him,
tosay”

The jurors obviously believed
the testimony of William Avery
Jr, an admitted drug-gang
enforcer, because little physical
evidence was introduced that

Edwards & e

“T am't got nothing

naceted

cnme.

The trial was the second for
Edwards The first, m Decem-
ber, was declared a mistrial
after Avery recanted his state-
ment to police that he had seen
Edwards help torture and kill
Blakely because she owed

See KILLER, A-4

 will be made public

label the rest

The chamber began its debate
by accepling the resignation of
the overseer of the now-defunct
bank, Sergeant at Arms Jack
Russ. But for the most part, law-
makers worried aloud about

“As of today,” ethics commit-
tee member Fred Grandy,
R-lowa, told his colleagues,
“your talk-show hosts have a
topic. Your opponent has an

See CHECKS A-4

Officials
here cool
to ‘pool’

But they'll consider
Cuyahoga's plan

By JOEN CANIGLIA
C-T Staff Writer

YRIA — Lorain County
officials said Thursday they will
consider an offer to pool thewr
1nvestments
into Cuyahoga
County’s
larger porifo-
Lo to rea
higher interest
rates.

Daniel Talarek
and former
Treasurer J.  GAUL
Grant Keys weren’t swayed
when Cuyahoga County Trea-
surer Francis Gaul presented
the benefits of his Secured
Assets Fund Earnings plan to
the commussivners.

Talarek has said the money
should remain in Lorain County,
and Keys said the county should
know where the money is going
before investing

Gauls plan calls for the
county to imvest its $38 million
wvestment package in long- and
short-term  government notes.
The money would be pooled with
a nnmber of nthor gnoer 21
funds from Cuyahoga County,
includng  Cleveland  City
Schools

The larger portfohio, coupled
with the computerized trading of
investments, give the wvestors
n Gaul's pool higher interest
rates. For the year, the interest
rates for Gaul's program is

See POOL, A-4

Parmadale acquires control of Betterway farm

By CINDY LEISE
C-T Staff Writer
HUNTINGTON TWP. — The
Betterway Inc. farm that helped
delinguent youths learn to love
the outdoors has changed hands,
but it will still serve young peo-

ple.

Parmadale Children's Village
has purchased 50 to 60 acres of
the property for $150,000 and
Betterway donated the addi-
tional 90 to 100 acres to the
non-profit agency on State Road
in Parma, according to Better-
way Execative Director Thomas
H Peters.

Peters, who 15 serving an 18-
month jail sentence for sexual
misconduet with eight teen-age
boys under his care, said it is a
relief to know that the farm will
be in good hands.

He said the Betterway board
of {rustees decided to turn the
buik of the farm property over
to Parmadale to allow the farm
to continue to be used by youths.

“Most of the property was
paid for by donations,” he said.

The Cleveland Catholic Dio-
cese handled the paperwork for
the transfer of the property to

PETERS
.53ys he's
relieved to
know farm will
still serve
young peopie.

£y
Y

,\»ﬂ

Parmadale, a co-educational
residential treatment center for
neglected, abused or dependent
chuldren, according to Tom
Mullen, chief operating officer

of Catholic Charities Service
Corp

“We certainly appreciate the
generosity of Betterway,” Mull-
ins said. “Pm sure Plrlnadale
will make arrangements for
agencies that are non-profit and
child-oriented to use it

Peters said he originatly con-
templated making the donation
of the 90 to 100 acres containing
the farmhouse to Parmadale
and selling the 50 to 60 acres
fronting Route 58 to a commer-
cial buyer, possibly for home
sites. But Parmadale decided to
buy the frontage and keep the

property mtact.

The farm, located on East
Bursley Road just south of Find-
ley State Park on Route 38, i1s
about a five-mmnute drive from
Wellington Tt includes a lake,
pond and two Outward Bound-
type ropes courses — ane in the
woods and another i a barn.

Through the years, Betterway
enlarged the farmhouse to sleep
almost 30 people In addition to
youths from Betterway, outside
groups including churches and

See BETTERWAY, A-4

Japanese now can bash

TOKYO (AP) — Who says
Japan bashing can't be fun and
gamas?

In a new computer game,
players can choose one of 400
ways to slam Japan as they try
to influence troubled U.S.-Japan
relations.

The game, no surprise, is
cailed Japan Bashing and 1s
scheduled to hit stores in Japan
on March 27. There are no plans
NOW 10T an EOgUSh Version or

S. sales.

The game's maker, System-
Soft Corp,, says it is meant to

get Japanese thinking about
U.S.-Japan relations, not
inflame  hos! between ihe
longtime allies.

Still, thanks to real-life US.-
Japan frictions, the software
company hopes the §66 game is
ahit.

“No one predicted there was
going to be such a rise in Japan
bashing,” said Seika Kinoshita, a
spokesman for SvstemSoft “We
are expecung tavorabie sales,”
Aas many as 50,000 this year.

The game is played on a
screen with images of fictional

themselves

leaders of the United States and
Japan The player 18 always the
piting  ldtoseil
agamsl the computer, which
plays the part of the Tokyo gov-
ernment.

As the game begins, the
player chooses a degree and
type of “bashing” from a selec-
tion on the screen, such as: “The
Japanese government should
ton driving whales intn avtinn
tion,” “Japanese should wnake
wheat their staple food,” or

See BASH, A-4

”»

!;JIEW GAME will be sold - so far- only in Japan. At a hefty $66 a
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{AP) — President
len.Id Kravchuk has ordered a
7 halt to the removal of tactical
- nuclear arms from Ukraine,
T demanding guarantees that the
* weapons would be destroyed and
not redeployed by Russia.

Kravchuk also suggested that
Western nalions oversee (the
B dmmcunn of these weapons
2 inside Ukraine and help the
" republic build a nuelear disman-
- tling facility.
4: “We want guarantees that
- they can’t be used anywhere. I
don’t want to make anybody else
stronger,” Kravchuk told a news

o wiivil

WASHINGTON (AP) — The
Senate i offering to let millions
f Americans dip into their Indi-

4 8ot to

gppierre iy,

- tmance e purchase of a new
car.

An amendment providing pen-
aty-free TRA withdrawals of up
to $10,000 for buying a car this
year was added to a Democratic
tax-cut measure Thursday night.
The amendment's future is no
brighter than that of the overall
bill, which President Bush is
promising to veto

But the prospect of a veto is
not deterring senators from add-
ing amendments to the bill,
which Democratic leaders hope
to pass by tonight. Dozens of

Cnnﬂ'l-n vote

conference Thursday op the eve
of his 100th day in office as
Ukraine’s first freely elected
president.

The unexpected announce-
ment came a week before a Kiev
summit of the Commonwealth of
Independent States and seemed

certain to widen the rift between
Russia and Ukraine, the two
most populous former Soviet
‘republics.

‘They already are at odds over
the future of Crimea and are
vying for control over the Black
Sea Fleet and military aircraft
based in Ukraine.

proposed changes were pending,
although it was unlikely most
would be considered.

“Phic hill ic paino to he vetned
and tne velu 1S going Lo be sts
tained,” Republican Leader Bob
Dole of Kansas reminded col-
leagues. “Unless you just need to
practice there’s no need to offer
all these amendments.”

Democrats, who control the
Senate, have successfully
defended their middleclass tax
cut against two major chatleng-
es. and are predicting al least a
temporary victory once the
flood of amendments ends.

A majority of senators
rejected Bush's short-term tax
plan for stimulating the econo-

A senior nuclear official,
meanwhile, was quoted as warn-
ing that breakdowns in security
have increased the risks that
nuclear weapons will be stolen
in places such as Nagorno-Kara-
bakh, the war-torn southern
enclave.

The developments highlighted
concerns for the security and
safety of strategic and tactical
nuclear warheads as well as
aging nuclear power plants in
the former Soviet Union.

About a quarter of the Soviet
Union's 17,000 tactical — or bat-
tlefield range — nuclear war-
heads were based in Ukraine.

my. A bipartisan efort to elimi-
nate the lax cut and use the rev-
enue from a tax increase on the
rich to reduce the deficit was
deieated TousGay.

It is the tax increase that has
raised Bush’s ire. It would gen-
erally be paid by single people
with annval incomes above
about $180,000 and couples
above the $210,000 range. In
addition, those with taxable
incomes above $1 million would
be hit with a surtax of up 1o 10
percent.

The biggest single share of
that tax increase would finance
a permanent tax credit of up o
$300 a year for each child under
16 in families making less than

Kravchuk said earlier this week
that 57 percent of them had been
taken to Russia for destruction
so far.

Ukrainian leaders repeatedly
have pledged to eliminate all
nuclear weapons based on their
territory by 1994. The strategic,
or long-range, nuclear arms in
Ukraine include 176 interconti-
nental ballistic missiles capable
of reaching the United States.

“We have not changed our
main concept. We want to
remain non-aligned, nuclear-
free and eventually a neutral
state,” Kravehuk said.

Gennady Novikov, security

$60,000.

The bill also includes a ver-
sion of the seven tax changes

short-term stimulants for the
economy. These include a capi-
tal-gains tax reduction, a new
credit of up to $5,000 for some
home buyers, special relief for
the real estate industry and an
incentive for businesses to buy
machinery this year.

The Senate agreed to allow
IRA withdrawals for car buyers
over the opposition of Sen. Lioyd
Bentsen, D-Texas, chief author
of the tax bill. He called it bad
retirement policy. “‘What we are
seeing here is shortsighted think-
ing,” he said. “A car is not an

Ukrame halts removal of nuclear weanoans

chief at Chelyabainsk-70, one of -
the top secret cities where the
Soviet Union produced all its
nuclear weapons, warned Thurs-
day that atomic arms could be
seized by militants.

“Taking into account the polit-
fcal and psychological situation,
there is no doubt that security
has sharply deteriorated,” he
was quoted as saying by the
newspaper Komsomelskaya
Pravda.

Russian Vice President Alex-
ander Rutskoi said Wednesda
that nuclear weapons remamed
in Armenia and Azerbaijan,

es to let car buyers din into IRA

investment.”

Sen. Arlen Specter, R-Pa., who
Wrnto the TR pensmdmnnt ~iend
one esumate that it could
encourage up to 6.5 million peo-
ple to buy new cars.

“The automobile industry is
the very heart of the recession.”
said Sen. John Danforth, R-Mo.
“Revival of the automobile
industry is the answer to the
revival of the economy.”

The Democratic bill and a
similar version already passed
by the House would permit pen-
alty-free  withdrawals  irom
TRAS to help buy a first home or

which are fighting over Nagor-
no-Karabakh, an  Armenian
enclave inside Azerbaijan.

But Rutskoi said he was
1,000 percent certain” the arms
‘would not fall into the bands of
the militants.

But a commonwealth officer

depuly cme[ of the Joint Al-med
Forces’ Main Department, told
Interfax news agency that the
last warheads were removed in
1990 from the district that
includes Armenia, Azerbaijan
and Georgia.

unds

to pay tuition or medical expens-
s

The Senate
amendments by:

alen  2anantad

—Sen. Howard Metzenbaum,
D—Ohiu 1o deny tax deductions

in savings and loan takeovers
that have been subsidized by fed-
eral regulators. He said that
would save $300 million over the
next five years.

-Bealsen, to allow self-em-
ployed people to deduct 100 per-
cent of the cost of buying health
insurance for themselves and
their families. The change, from
25 percent under current law,
would be permanent

Killer

FROM A-1
meney for drugs.

On Tuesday, however, Avery
told jurors he had watched
Edwards and four other mem-
bers of a New York-based drug
ring beat Blakely unconscious
and take her behind Westgate
Plaza in Lorain

That’s where she was found
with ber throat slashed. She had
also been run over by a car. A
few hours later, the body of her
sometimes roommate, Floyd
Epps, was found a few. miles
away, his head crushed by a car
tire,

Although Lorain police have
said the slayings ar> connected,
no charges have been filed in
Epps’ death.

Pease

Local FBI agents have issued
warrants for the arrest of three
other alleged gang merbers, A
fourth, Benson Davis. is in a
New Yerk prison, awaiting
extradition to stand trial i
Blakely's death.

None of Blakely's family
members was at the trial. A few
friends who gathered in the hall-
way after the verdict declined to
comment.

Avery, who collected a $2,000
reward for his information,
admitted volunteering his mus-
cle-man services to the ring
because he was in debt to mem-
bers for drugs.

He admitted that he had not
told police he had gone behind
the Plaza with the gang because

FROM A-1
red ink of others.”

Both said they had supported
full disclosure since the scandal
broke last year.

Republicans had been pressur-
ing the Democratic leaders of
. the House to relcase the names
: of all members who had bounced

checks, and Speaker Thomas S.

Foley  abendoned efforts

Gillmor, Pease and other area
legislators spent the morning
resting after the close of the
House session at 2:30 a.m.

Staff members at the offices
of Cleveland area Reps. Edward
Feighan and Mary Rose Oakar
said that because of the long ses-
sion their bosses had not yet pre-
‘pared responses.

y to limit disclosure to
Stfendezs

may be released
fater Loday, wey saia.

Bash

FROM A-1

N “People who can’t speak English
‘re barbarians.”

The more one bashes, the
more the computer yields on
I trade demands, responding in
. the roundabout iangtage typical
+of Japanese politicians, “We
: should concede on this issue in
-order not to leave tensions
. between the two nations.”

At the same time, however,
! anti-American sentiment rises,
jeopardizing overall relations.

For advanced players, the

range of possible outcomes
include a complete Japanese
buyout of America and even
war.

To show the player how welt
he is doing, a computer graphic
shows a cowboy firing bullets at
a samurai who flicks them away
with his sword, indicating Japan
is not giving in to U.S. demands

1If Japan concedes, the samu-
rai gives up and falls over dead
or, in the most extreme case,
‘commits hara-kiri.
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he feared he would be prosecut-
ed.

Avery also said he had refused
to testify during the first trial
because his father had con-
vinced him that his testimony
was worth $10,000. The prosecu-
tion refused to pay him the
money.

He claimed he recanted his
story after Edwards and a cor-
rections officer threatened him
at the county jail. Authorities
are checking out the allegation,
according to Jonathan Rosen-
baum. chief assistant county
prosecutor.

In his closing argument,
Rosenbaum said Blakely was
killed to send a message to other
drug addicts.

“They were new people on the
block who wanted you to know
what kind of people you were
dealing with,” he said of the
drug ring. “There were more
than 20 torture-type stab
wounds on the neck. That’s a tor-
ture killing. That's a message:
Don’t mess with us. Don’t testify
against us.”

Rosenbaum  admitted that
physical evidence was lacking,
but he said that Avery's testi-
mony was the missing piece of
the puzzle.

“What are the odds of all these
things happening to fit together
to make a picture?” he asked.
‘‘They’re astronomical.”

In his closing statement,
James Carson, Edwards’ attor-

ney, pleaded with the jurors to
look closely at Avery’s motives.

“He's a liar and a perjurer,”
Carson said. “He heard about the
reward money, so he came up
with this story.

“Who had the opportunity and
motive to murder Miss Blakely?
He knew her, he sold drugs to
her, and she owed him money.”

Carson said the jury’s decision
shocked him

“I don’t underﬁtand how they
could believe Aver e said.

After county sheriff’s deputies
led Edwards from the court-
house, his family gathered out-
side the courtroom, expressing
outrage

His uncle complained that

there were no blacks on the jury,
and his grandmother, Virginia
Huif, said she knew he wasn't
capable of killing anyone.

“Why aren't you trying to find
the real killer?" she yelled.
“Lenny did not kill that woman,”

Births

E|yrin Memorial
[

James and Laura Meadows, 760
e B
mAsCK
Adougter to Tty and Doseen g
36795 Ki
A son 1 xmm w.mmm 630 South
Abbe, Elyria.
MARCH §

A son 10 Larsy and Deborah Rose, 360 Pen-
field Ave., Elyfia.

Checks

FROM A-1

issue. And your constituents
have a reason to support term
limutations.”

Before Thursday, only about
five dozen Jawmakers had con-
fessed to writing checks beyond
their balances, mostly small-
change stuff. But when it
became clear that the House
was going 10 vole To @isciose all
the names, that figure began to
soar.

House Speaker Tom Foley
was asked today if he thought
many members would lose their
seats because of a repeated
overdrafts.

“1 don’t think that you'll see
many members of Congress los-
ing their jobs ... over this itself,”
Foley said on NBC. “But mem-
bers will have to tell the truth to
their constituents, explain what
happened. And I think for the
most part, those who do, who
come forward with the informa-
tion and give it clearly and con-
cisely, will have an opportunity
to come back here. ...”

The surprise move had imme-
diate political consequences, as
members fearful of negative
publicity hurriedly came clean.

Among those who came for-
ward were:

M Rep. Charles Wilson,
D-Texas, who invited reporters
to hear his confession to 75 to 85
overdrafts. “I have summoned
the posse here today to turn
myself in,” he said.

He added: “It’s so strange how
things turn out to be big deals
nat you Just never dreamed.”

M Rep. Charles Hatcher,
D-Ga,, who said overdrew his
account as many as 780 times
over the 39 months.

] Duncan  Hunter,
R- Cahf who disclosed he wrote
an esumated 160 bad checks in
the past three years.

B Rep. Gerry Sikorski,
D-Minn, 671 checks. “We should
have known better,” he said.

1t was not immediately clear
whether any of those three, or
any of the others who went pub-
lic, were on the worst offenders’
list. Account data, published by
the Washington Times on Thurs-
day, showed there were many
other contestants for that honor.

The list included no names.
But it showed, for example, that
one House bank user was more
than $92,000 overdrawn at one

point. The list was confirmed by
The Associated Press.

“This is a sad and embarrass-
ng chapter in this institution’s
history. We cannot deny it,” said
Rep. Mike Synar, D-Okla.

The disclosure resolution
passed easily only after Demo-
cratic leaders abandoned their
efforts to halt the revelations
with the release uf ihe names of
the 24 worst offenders. As rec-
ommended by the ethics com-
mittee, the others would have
been free to obtain and release
their records — or not.

But Republicans insisted on
exposing all the offenders and,
feeding on public discontent
with congressional perks,
charged there was a coverup
underway.

Under the resolution, the list
of 24 labeled “abusers” — 19
current House members and five
former members — will be offi-
cially released within 10 days.
The rest of the list will be
released 10 days later.

After the disclosure resolution
was passed, Rep. Mickey
Edwards, R-Okla, pushed to
extend the ethics committee's
inquiry so a more thorough
accounting of the less egregious

offenders would be provided the
public. However, the Edwards
resolution was put aside after
ethics committee members
argued it would be time-consum-
ing and costly.

In addition to calling for
release of the names, the House

approved a report which sharply
criticized the way the bank was

un,

The ethics committee report
said Sergeant at Arms Russ mis-
used his office by cashing his
own bad checks at the bank and
failing to carry out reforms
designed to end the abuses.

Some members were threat-
ening a House debate and vote
on whether to fire Russ, but he
quit first,

Russ did so in writing. He is
recovering from a gunshot
wound to the face that he says
was_inflicted by robbers pear
the Capitol earlier this month.

While the House was wrestling
with the check-kiting resolution,
the Senate interrupted its debate
on taxes to pass 95-2 a resolution
making clear that it had no insti-
tution like (he House bank — nor
would it in the future.

Several senators complained
that constituents were accusing
them of writing bad checks.

Pool

FROM A-1
nearly 8 percent. Locally, the
county’s interest rates are below
4 percent.

If the current rates continue,
the investments will yield the
county about $2 million in inter-
est, according to Talarek. Last

year, the county earned about
$2.5 million in interest from
investments, down from 1990
when it earned $3.1 million.

Besides placing mobney in
local banks, Talarek has
invested in STAR-Ohio, an
investment plan set up through

stale Treasurer Mary Kllen
Withrow. While the money is
pooled throughout the state,
Witkrow’s pool is only on a
short-term basis.

Keys cautioned the commis-
sioners on the new plan, espe-
cially since Talarek would have

little if any input in the invest-
ments Gaul's office makes.

“We just have to make sure
this money doesn’t go to the
Rock and Roll Hall of Fame or
Gateway,” Keys said.

Talarek, bothered by repurts
that the county has low inte:
earnings, ripped into critics.

Betterway

FROM A-1

schools rented the property,
Peters said.

But the use of the property

declined when youth services at

Betterway were discontinued
after Peters was charged with
KISSING dNG 1OAUURE Leen-age
boys.

Peters, who was found guilty
in December 1988 of 16 misde-
meanor counts of sexual imposi-

tion and importuuing, fought the
conviction but lost his appeals.
He reported to jail about six
months ago and still asserts his
inhocence.

The farm purchased for
$295,000 in the late 1970s origi-
k) MG duw Gk,
Peters said. After the purchase,
Betterway sold 100 acres for
$120,000, leaving the current
150-acre site, he said. In 1990 it
was valued at $221,900.

Founded in 1966, Betterway, a
non-profit agency, listed almost

its 1988-89 fiscal year income
tax forms. However, since that
time, much of the property has
been sold, including two former
group homes and a home for

A, equipinin i uie bew T
taurant, a hot dog wagon, camp-
ing equipment and vehicles
including six vans and Peter's
Ford Taurus. Another home
burned down.

Last week, Betterway sold its
trolley to the Metro Regional
Trapsit Authority in Akron for

$78,000. The vehicle was pur-
cllased for $93,000 in the late

Beturway still owns or has a
partial interest in four homes on
wuogle Avenue — the Search
gift shop at 608 Middle, the for-
mer Beacon group home next
door at 610 Middle, a former

home at 611 Middle and

group
 its offices at 612 Middle.
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Find the familiar phrase, saying or
name in this arrangement of letters.
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ELYRIA — Moments after he
was convicted of killing a pros-
titute over a drug debt, a New
York cocaine dealer stared at
the victim's family and sald,
“The game don’t stop.”

John Edwards, 26, was sen-
tenced to life in prison for the
1991 slaying of Marsha Blakely.
A jury convicted him of aggra-
vated murder.

" Blakely’s two brothers, Mark
and Timothv. and her sister,
Lisa, shouted with joy when the
Jjury foreman read the verdict.

Common Pleas Judge
Edward Zaleski ordered that
Edwards serve the life sentence
after he completes a 40-year sen-
tence in federal prison for deal-
ing drugs.

He added an extra 15 years to
the sentence because Edwards
assaulted Blakely before killing
her. Blakely’s neck was slashed,
and she was beaten, stabbed
and run over by a car.

Edwards made no statement
to the judge. But as officers led
him out of court, he spoke to
Blakely’s siblings.

His remark, “The game don’t

N.Y. drug dealer convicted of murder

stop,” probably was meant as a
threat, said Lorain police Lt.
Geno Taliano, who added, “It
stopped for him.”

He said the gang Edwards
belongs to has made threats
before. During the trial,
Edwards threatened to kill
Jonathan Rosenbaum, the
county’s chief criminal prose-
cutor, Taliano said.

Edwards is the fourth man
from New York to be sentenced
in Blakely’s death. Police said
they are looking for two other
gang members, called “Justice”
and “Sipewe,” wio are sus-
pects in Blakely's death.

They planned to release pho-
tos of the men today in hopes of
getting information, and police
said they are trying to get the
search publicized on the
“America’s Most Wanted.”

A witness in the trial testi-
fied that he saw ‘‘Justice”
swing a silvery object at Blake-
ly's face. Her body was later
found behind Westgate Plaza in
Lorain, and the body of her
friend Floyd Epps, 47, was
found less than a quarter mile
away with similar wounds.

Rosenbaum said Epps proba-
bly died first, and then Blakely

BRUCE P. BiSHOP { CHRONICLE

SISTER'S PHOTO: Mark Blakely, 28, cherishes a photo of his sister
Marsha, when she was about nine years old.

was beaten in Epps® apartment
on Sunset Drive by the people
who then killed her. He said the
motive was to send a message
that others should stay out of
the gang’s business.

No one has ever been
arrested in Epps’s death, but

Mark Blakely said that justice
is being served

“It's not only a victory for
my family . . . it's a victory for
Floyd Epps,” said Mark Blake-
ly, an outside contractor
employee at USS/Kobe Steel Co.
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FORD EMPLOYEES

| Will Your
RETHRE NN
Years Be Golden?

Consider these facts:

« 80% of your current income is what experts estimate you
will need to maintair, your lifestyle during retirement.’

. Only 27% of the average retiree’s income comes from
Social Security benefits.?

..4

of the average retiree’s income comes from personai
savings, investiments, and part-time jobs.?

= 38% of people over age 65 are kept out of poverty only

by their Social Security benefits.”

Fortunately, there are sound financial strategies you
can use to help reduce the impact that taxes, inflation,
and health care costs can have on your retirement in-
come.

Come to a FREE workshop on preparing for retirement.
You'll receive a 20-page workbook packed with informa-
tion about improving your retirement picture.

Preparing for Retirement
sponsored by
EQ Financial Consultants, Inc.

i will be held on Wednesday, April 23
PI'IZOS 'or and Rollers H SPECIAL OFFER from 10:00 A.M. to 12:00 Noon and
$2°90_$7 40 | ] 7:00 PV 15.9:00 P,

at the Holiday Inn-Elyria

(1825 Lorain Boulevard)

Reserve your seat and your FREE workbook.
Call 1-800-290-7898 today!

¢ inside
or oulside of
your home!

Krylon® High-Temp
Stove & BBQ Paint

$2 -99/ Can

Krylon BBQ Gas Grill Giveaway!
$200 Valve. No Purchase Necessary.
See Store for Details. Void in the Siate of Florida.

‘ AII M nwax@ Wood Products
On Sale!

Pick up o free copy of Wood Beauliful Mogazine
while supplies last!

SALE PRICES EFFECTIVE THROUGH APRIL 30, 1997. ALL SAVINGS ARE OFF REGULAR PRICES.

81997 The SherwinWilloms Company. Nal respansibie lor ypogrcphical or ortwark arrors, Sherwin-Willams teserves the right to cormect enors at point of purchose.

AVON LAKE ELYRIA LO

32803 WALKER RD. 604 TILLOTSON ST. LURAIN PL,
933-8622 324-3531 282-431 AZA

Financial Equcational Seminar Soriss
Sponsored by

E£Q Financial
Consuitants, Inc.

1 Kipicgs Pessonat Finerice Magazine
20t of Researck and Slattics Sout Secariy Adminiszaion

Have you seen the new food Label? ir's appearing in
makes it
asier to find out what's in the food you eat. f helps you
ompare products quickly. Look forthe box caled
Natition Facts” on ihe $ide of bock of the
package—ihat's how you know it's " o foo nte

1N The New
Food Label

Check b0ut! ooz

NEWSPAPERARCHI VE
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WHERETO GET IT.

Only at your
SHERWIN-WILLIAMS
Store
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IN ENCORE

A talk with songstress
Martina McBride

Electlon
official
could
lose his
house

Lisa Roberson
The Chrenicle-Telegram

ELYRIA — A mortgage lend-
ing company is seeking to fore-
close on the Osborn Avenue
home awned by county Board
of Elections Director Jose A.
Candelario Jr.

The complaint, filed Monday
in county Common Pleas
Court, -says
Candelario has
defaulted on a
$133,100 loan.

“Dude’s innocent ... but I don't feel I have
to go to jail for 30'years.”

William Avery Jr after refusing to recant tesﬂmony in court Thursday

SONIC BOOMED

Seattle beats LeBron-less Cavs
SPORTS, B1

e Lo o BOk

GIVEN
GETS HIS
SEAT BACK

Councilman will return
to at-large seat in Lorain;
Joel Arredondo also
appointed to fill vacancy

Adam Wright
The Chronicle-Telegram
LORAIN — Dan Given will return to the Council
seat he vacated earlier this month
when he briefly became the city’s
safety service director.

The original Amajority of the city’s 41 Demo-
loan = was cratic Party Precinct Committee
secured in June members voted to appoint Given
i , ngginnmha a over two other candidates for the
Candelario 2% Yy P g GHUGK HUMEL / CHRONICLE PHOTOS ::;3;%‘]’ seat. A final tally was not Givn
. Alf levelan e William Ay “Pleas " for A vailabie.
$755.71; the red Cl d (middle) pleads to William Avery Jr., “Please, man, please, man,” for Avery to Joel Arredondo, a [ung time

payment rose to $801.53 a
month in June 2005, according
to the paperwork.

Candelario’s «attorney, RJ.
Budway, said Candelario
missed just two or three pay-
ments and was negotiating
with Owensboro, Ky.-based
U.S. Bank in hopes of reaching
an agreement to repay the

money.

“For whatever reason, he fell
behind a couple of months. He
tried to work out a deal, but

See HOUSE, A2

As a result,
convicted killer

change his mind and recant his testimony that resulted in Cleveland and three others being
jailed for the 1991 murder of Marsha Blakely.

Man said he’d recant,
clams up before judge

community advocate, also was
chosen to fill the Council presi-
dent’s seat, which was open after
Ken Shawver took a deputy posi-
tion in new Mayor Tony
Krasienko's administration.

Given was re-elected to a sec-
ond term for the at-large seat in
November, but he resigned to take
the second-highest position in the
citv overseeing the city's depart-
mients and emergency personnel,

But on Jan. 18, he announced he would be step-

See COUNCIL, A2

ol
Arredondo

may not get o 4o
LAPD a new trial Stab VlCtlm’S
THe B earam family has

planned
Spears
move
for days

ELYRIA — William Avery Jr. says
Alfred Cleveland is innocent of mur-
dering a 22-year-old Lorain woman
in 1991, but he isn't willing to risk jail
himself to set Cleveland free.

Avery drove from his home in
Detroit to the county Justice Center
on Thursday with the intention of
recanting the testimony that helped
to convict Cleveland of the murder
of Marsha Blakely.

Blakely was found with her throat

questions

Cindy Leise
The Chronicle-Telegram
LORAIN — The family of 25-year-old Fletcher
“Boomer” Windham Jr. has many questions fol-
lowing his stabbing death Tuesday night.
They want to know how Windham, a 6-foot-2
black belt, could have been stabbed 21 times by

Andrew Blankstein, Scott slit and with 20 stab wounds on Aug. the accused killer, Rafael Feli-
GolﬂL an: Richard Winton 8, 1991, behind the Westgate Shop- ciano, without anyonc else being
os Angeles Times ping Center on 215t Street in Lorain. involved or without Feliciano
LOS ANGELES — The plan to | She also had been run over by a car, ‘being injured himself. Feliciano is
involuntarily - according to the county coroner. 5 feet, 6 inches tall and weighs 135 &
commit Britney Avery’s testimony also led to the pounds, according to jail records.

Spears for men-

convictions of John Edwards, 35;

And the family can't figure out

tal health care Lenworth Edwards, 33; and Jan what could have gone so horribly
began with con- - § Davis, 40. wrong between the two friends, windham
fidential con: 1n 2006, Avery signed an affidavit who lived in apartments on

versations
Monday.

dedlaring that hed perjured himself
during the trials because he wanted

Seneca Avenue separated only by
an alley.
“There’s no way this guy did this alone unless he

Representa- Spaars the $5,000 reward and because he
tives of the pop owed Cleveland $5,000. According caught him off guard," said Katabra Windham, the
star. told Los to his deposition, he accused prose- slain man's cousin,
Angeles Police Department offi- | cutors of threatening him when he County Coroner Paul Matus — spedkmg hypo-
cials they felt Spears needed psy- | tried to back out of his testimony thetically — said a stab wound can incapacitate a
chiatric evaluation because of | duringone of the trials. person, regardless of the size differences between
See 8P A2 When Avery took the stand them.
e0 SPEARS, Thursday, he told county Common Cleveland listens to attornay Paula Brown make an argument Katabra’s mother, Mary Windham, said she just

Pleas Judge Chiis Rothgery that he  before Judge Rothgery. William Avery Jr. was going to recant
his earlier testimony, but withdrew that offer after learning that

See RECANT, A2 he might be charged.

doesn't understand it.

See VICTIM, A2

Michael Baker
The Chronicle-Telegram

chamber in & bad light," Jenk-
ins said. “This is not their

NORTH RIDGEVILLE — figh

“My convictions against Value Place
outweighed the ties I had to the position

‘Head of Ridgeville Chamber of Commerce resigns

decided on his own he ought
1o go.
Jenkins said he remains on

From now on, whenever Keith . Jenkins was outspoken in of chairman.” the Chamber of Commerce’s
Jenkins voices his opposition his opinion that the Value Keith Jenkins, board, and that he continues
to Value Place Hotels, there Place Hotel planned for North former Ghamber of elth Jenxins, g support the members.
will be no question whetherhe Ridgeville  shouldnt  be amber j'drhere's no bad blood,” he
{s doing so as a citizen or as allowed, a position <¥at cre- yice president, until the offi- ~ “We will continue to pro- 3 :
chairman of the Chamber of 'ated tension and had chamber ¢jg) elections in May, accord- mote business within the Jenkins wrote letrers to the
Commerce. members wondering whether - ing to Dayle Noll, chief execu- community,” she said. editor expressing his dismay
Security guards stand Thats because Jenkins it posed a conflict of interest tive officer of the Chamber of  On Jan. 23, the chamber about the Value Place pro-
outside of the ambulance resigned Jan. 25 from hislead- ~ since he led the group to pro-  Commerce. called an meeting Posal, andhe setup aWebsite,
entrance at UCLA Medical ership role. mote businesses. Noll said the-dissension is to determine whether Jenkins 1~ com, tao.
Center’s emergency room I felt that my opposition to  Jenkins will be replaced by over, and the chamber will should be replaced. The vote The Web site has been shut
In Loslngelas Thursday. Value Place was putting the Sue Sawyers, the chamber's move on. saved his job, but Jenkins See RESIGN, A2
CLOUDY, tionorde. Lowor2s. | yupp ADVICE .....D2 | OLASSIFIEDS..D3 MOVIES ... ENCORE | OPINION....... C4-5
s"ow Forecast on A6 BUSINESS ......D3 | COMICS......CT-8 | OBMUARES.....C2 | YOURTOWN ....C3
9492276651072 cCoOMmM

il
.0
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ping down from the job to
reclaim the management
position he lefc at Oster
Homes in Lorain. His last day
likely will be late next week.

Given said he chose to leave
the city position because he
still had passion for his for-
mer job and thought his hard-
nosed approach and ten-
dency to say what was on his
mind could hurt Krasienko, a
longtime friend.

“As always, I'm humbled to
know that I am appreciated by
my peers,” he told his fellow
Democrats.

Befere winning an at-large
seat in 2006, Given served 12
years representing the 7th
and 8th wards.

Committee members chose
Given over former Council-
man David Flores and Dr.
Subbarao Cherukuri. Another
candidate, Joe Smith, took his
name off the ballot just before
voting, saying Given should
be the one selected because
voters already had chosen
him in November.

Arredondo, a 25-year mem-
ber of the Mexican Mutual

Society and president of the
political group the Coalition
of Hispanic Issues and
Progress, or CHIB will have
some big shoes to fill when he
takes over for Shawver, who
was very popular among vot-
ers and was in his third term
as president.

Arredondo sald he wants to
be part of Lorain's turnaround
and hopes to do that as a new
voice on Council.

"We have to develop new
leaders,” Arredondo said.
“One thing I've leaned is you
have to be flexible and you
have to adapt to change.”

Arrendondo beat out sev-

Lisa Robers
The Chronlc\e-Taiegmm
ELYRIA — It looks like com-
munity organizations might get
some grant money after all, but
it'llmean cutting into the cash
set aside for the city's emer-
gency housing rehabilitation

program.

With alittle less than $790,000
available in Community Devel-
opment Block Grant money, city
officials on Thursday night rec-
ommended the rehabilitation
budget be cut from $295,000 to
$236,160 and another $10,000
be taken from a fund to make

eral former politicians, " !
including Andy Drwal, the city handicap acc;sslihle and
William Flynn, Rigo Reveron | 10U that money to help seven
and Steve Bansek. nonprofit organizations. .
. The cut from the rehabilita-
Krasienko, who also was a : el
P ber of the tion program was not well-
voting ' memb f the | oceived by residents, butMayor
precinct committee, said he is Bx]l Grace said it was the only
pleased whh the i pot if the city
choices. was going to find money for the
"I think this is a great Coun- | nonprofits.
cil to help move the great “It's the general belief we are
agenda of the administration | striking the best balance possi-

forward,” he said.
Contact Adam Wright at 329~

ble," Grace said.
The meeting Thursday came
after the fi d

7151 or

Monday when city

RESIGN
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down due to “legal reasons
involving Value Place,” he

said.

“It will be up again,” Jenkins
said.

Jenkins said that he will
continue to oppose Value
Place and was willing to for-
sake his position as chairman
to do so.

“My convictions against
Value Place outweighed the
ties I had to the position of
chairman,” he said.

Mayor David Gillock said
the friction créated from Jenk-
ins’ opinion wasn't good for
the city.

“The controversy is not

good for any of us," Mayor
Dave Gillock. ‘T always liked
Keith, we always had a good
relationship. And now I hope
we can move on.”

Gillock said that he called
Jenkins when be originally
heard of his resistance to
Value Place.

“I told him that I didnt
think he was voicing his opin-
ion in the right way. He should
have come when the planning
was happening and when the
decisions were being made,”
Gillock said.

officials said there would be no
money for them from the city's
Block Grant di The

FROM PAGE ONE
Elyria officials offer to fund grants

“The Chronicle-Telegram

‘which still must get the OK from
City Council after they consider
it at its meeting Monday — now
calls for doling out about
$68,000 to community organi-
zations, Itwas approved by a3-2
vote with Councilman Kevin
Krischer, I-5th Ward, and Coun-
cilman Forrest Bullocks, D-2nd
‘Ward, voting against it.

Krischer said he didn't like
seeing money bemg cut from
the m, and’

Street but Jater was withdrawn.

Compromising to find the
money for the nonprofits was
ot easy, but was the right thing
to do, said Councilman Tom
Callahan, D-at Jarge.

“These funds are important
to citfes like Elyria. We're just try-
ing to do our best with what lit-
tle we have,” he said.

The new budget calls for
funds to go to all but two of the
ions that asked for city

money, they said, would pay for

city programs instead.
The revised proposal —

rogra
Bullocks said he voted no
because: last year, money was
allocated to repair Cascade

aid. The Boys and Girls Club
withdrew its request and negoti-
ations are under way to have the

O] of the second one, City
l’:/lug:,mbe done through the
Parks and Recreation Depart-
ment.

Our Family, allocated the least
amount of money at $1,200, can
only receive it if the group raises
$4,800 and agrees to use volun-
teers for staff. That stipulation
was added because the group
was the only one asking for 100
percent of its funding come
from block grant money.
Contact Lisa Roberson
a1 329-7121 or
Iroberson@chroniciet.com.

RECANT
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wanted to tell the truth, and he
didn't need a court-appointed
attornéy to do so.

The response brought tears
and sobs of joy from Cleve-
land’s wife, who was seated

“If there are safety con- behind her husband. But lhat
cerns, make didn'tlast as Avery
Without suggesuons, you're | mind when he learned that he
just complaining.” could be charged with perjury
Contact Michael Baker at 329- fhedidso.
7128 or mbaker@chroniciet.comn. Rothgery assigned attomey

CORRECTIONS & CLARIFIGATIONS

The Chronicle-T. ‘egram is committed to providing accuirate news
coverage. Call us at 329-7155 to let us know about factual errors.

W Workshop Players Theatre in Amherst will present “Over
the River and Through the Woods," at 8 p.m. Feb. 7, 8,8, 15, 16,

Kenneth Ortner to Avery to
advise Avery of his legal
options, and Avery returned to
the stand to testify, but first he
sought immunity from prose-
cution. When he didn't get it,
he instead invoked his Fifth
Amendment right to not tes-

22 and 23. The wrong time was lisled Tuesday. When Avery sa: back down

n the gallery, a

lmndr,uffed Cleveland turned

LOTTERY RESULTS to him. “Please, man, please
Ohio (THURSDAY) man,” Cleveland asked.

Midday Pick 3: 3-3-3, Piek 3: 7-4-3, Midday Pick 4:0-6-5-8, Pick 4: 1-2-8-4, Rothgery said he would give

Rolling casn 5:
Ten-Oh: 1-3

17 25-29-32, Clgssic Lotto: 17-20-26.30-64.47, Midday

O 3-8 S~1|-I7'20734'35»3674345»51753-57-58-5364-59-70 72. Rolllng

the prosecution and defense
until Feb. 15 to make any addi-
tional o b id-

Mega Millions
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Jackpot is an estimated $67 miltion. Kicker: 8-9-1-

26,
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ered on Avery's behalf. He said
he would respond ta both par-
ties by Feb. 22.

Following the hearing,
Avery, 39, said the possibility of
jail time kept him from telling
the truth.

“Dude’s innocent,” he said.
“But I don't feel ! have to go to
jail for 30 years.”

Cleveland's family members
said they didn't understand
why Avery didn't go through
with the testimony and
blamed prosecutors for threat-
ening Avery with jail time, -

“We just got had again,”
Cleveland's father, Leon Cleve-
land, said. “They scared that
boy to death.”

County Prosecutor Dennis .
‘Will said Avery was called as a
witness by Alfred Clevelands
defense attorneys, and it was-
Wt the state’s prerogative to

SPEARS
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continuing erratic behavwr
After extensive discuissions
about alternatives, the LAPD
mapped how they could get her
to the University of California,
Los Angeles Medical Center
amid an expected -swarm of
paparazzi.

Authorities, who already had

" responded to more than 20.

calls involving Spears of
paparazzi trailing her in the
past month, came up with an
elaborate plan. It included
many contingencies such as
the possibility that paparazzi
'might try-to rush into her gated
home or run her ambulance to
astop.

Early Thursday morhing, the
plan was executed, with about
two'dozen officers; ahelicopter
and a special teamthat deals
with mentally disturbed people
taking Spears out through a
gate where paparazzi were not
present in an ambulance with
covered windows to prevent
photographers from looking
inside. "The police blocked

* roads 50 that she would not be

followed.

The effort, which the LAPD
estimates cost $25,000, was car-
ried out with the help of the
department’s Crisis Response
Support Section, The LAPD
responds to about 100 calls a
day to deal with mental health
incidents, said Lt. Rick Wall,
who heads the unit. Of those,

about 20 10,25 a day lead to

involuntary ~ commitments,
‘Wall said.
“Most go exactly as the one

last night but without the 200
paparazzi,” he said. “We get
calls from family members
daily who are worried about
their loved ones being a danger
to themselves or others.”

Police officials defended the
cost of the opurauun, saymg
that aggressive paparazzi
required numerous police offi-
cers to avoid a traffic accident
that could have caused harm to
the public or Spears.

LAPD Deputy Chief Michel
Moore said it was “a shame”
that scarce police resources
had to be diverted from “public
safety needs such as violent
crime, drunken driving or
responding to the ongoing
stream of 911 calls.” But "we
had no choice but to ensure
that we appropriately dealt
with this incident.”

Tabloids had been reporting
for months about "Spears’
erratic behavior — including
speaking in a English accent
and shaving her head. But it
wasn't until a month ago that
authorities got invalved, Police
were called to her house after
she refused to turn aver her
youngest child to bodyguards
for her ex-husband, Kevin Fed-
erline, and locked herself in a
bathroom. At that time, Spears
was taken by ambulance to
Cedars Sinai Medical Center.
She was released a day later.

Suspect’s
DNA
linked

to 2nd
attack

The Associated Press

RENO, Nev.— DNA evidence
now links the suspected
abduction of a 19-year-old
woman from a friend’s home to
two attacks on women near a
university late last year, and
authorities said Thursday that
they're investigating  still
another attack that could be
related.

Already linked to a sexual
assault in December, DNA evi-
dence ties the suspected
abduction of 19-year-old Bri-
anna Denison on Jan. 20 to a
November attack in the same
neighborhood, police said.

And police have released a
sketch of a suspect in an Octo-
ber attack in a parking garage
near the University of Nevada,
Reno, that investigators believe
might be tied to the other
cases. The woman who said
she was attacked came forward
because of the extensive media
coverage of Denison’s disap-
pearance, University Police
Chief Adam Garcia said,

VICTIM
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“Boomer was quiet, always
smiling, he was not aggressive
atall," said Mary Windham, an

aunt. “Stabbing someone 21 |

times is overkill, and he did not
have to do that to my nephew.”

Mary Windham sald her
nephew’s girlfriend told her

Printing & Publishin Jpany and is not to be reproduced without permission. | - give him anything for it. that the two men had been ata
rsons seBking Such permisslon should cantact JoAnn Traut at The “He wasn't our witness,"Will | peace vigil earlier in the
EXEGUTIVES o ADVERTISING said. "It was his decision.” evening that was held to
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Editor ......Andrew R.Young | Toll-free ...... (800) B48-6397 robber last Friday. o CINDY LEISE / CHRONIOLE
Managing Edior .. Patt Ewald | Offcshours Afterward, the girlfriend said Fﬂmc‘j'rl‘/ me\rjnb:rs of stabbing victim Fletcher “Boomer”
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Thereupon, the State,

in order to further maintain
the issues on its part

to be maintained, called

Geno Taliano as a witness,
upon being first duly sworn
and/or affirmed, was examined
and testified as follows:

DIRECT EXAMINATION OF GENO TALIANO

BY MR. ROSENBAUM:

division of the police?

351

0 Will you state your name, please, gir?

A Geno Taliano.

Q Spell your name for the record.

A G-e-n-o T-a-l-i-a-n-o.

Q Are you employed?

A Yeg, sir; I am.

Q What do you do for a living?

A I'm a Lieutenant with the Lorain Police Department.
Q How long havé you held this rank, sir?

A Since March 5th of 1995.

Q How long have vou served the City of Lorain as a police
officer?

A Approximately 19 and a half years.

Q At this time are you assigned any particular unit or
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A Yes, sir, I'm assigned to the Patrol Divigion, I’'m the
officer in charge of second shift, which ig 2 o’clock in the

afternoon until 10 o’clock in the evening.

Q Prior to this were you assigned to any particular unit or
division?

A Yeg, sir, I was.

0 What was that, sir?

A The Detective Bureau.

Q When did you sexve there?

A I was in the Detective Bureau for approximately 9 years,

6 years of which was special assignment to narcotics and vice
and approximately 3 years to the Adult Detective Bureau,
specifically homicide and burglary.

Q Were you assigned to investigate the deaths of Marsha .
Blakely and Floyd Epps?

A Yes, sir, I was.

When did that occur, sir?

On the morning, 9:18 A.M., August 8, 1991.

And when did you come in, at what time?

A o N I &

I arrived at work on Thursday morning, August 8th of ’91,
at approximately 8 o’clock in the morning.

Q And when was Floyd Epps’ body found?

A His body was found at 1:25 A.M. that same day, August 8,

1991.

Q Why weren’t you initially -assigned to investigate that as
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soon as the body was found?
A Officer Les George, who was the Traffic Commissioner at
the time, was assigned to respond to that call based on the
information available to our department at that time. They
thought it was an auto pedestrian accident. It was his line
of work, to follow that line of work, such as Floyd Epps’

accident.

Q When was Marsha Blakely’s body found?

A 9:18 that same morning.
Q What occurred as a result of that?
A Initially, when I arrived at work I conferred with

Traffic Officer, Les Gebrge. He provided what information he
had available at that time. He also had a preliminary diagram
of the accident, what he believed to be an accident scene at
1626 Wallace Lane, which is a residential street, tree lined
on either side. He provided, as I said, the preliminary
information he had available to him, but he felt uneasy about
it, and he came to the Detective Bureau, which would be
something he should do in those types of circumstances. It
was during the period of time I was discussing what evidence
and information he had involving the Floyd Epps’ incident that
a radio operator contacted the Detective Bureau and indicated
that the patrol division had responded to the 2500 block of
West 21st Street, specifically to the rear of Westgate Plaza,

in regard to a female body, apparently a victim of a homicide,
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being at that location. Then Det. Captain Rivera, who is now
Chief of Police, and Sgt. Resendez and I responded to that

location, 2538 West 21st Street, to the rear of Westgate

Plaza.
0 When you arrived there, what did you do if anything?
A I approached the female victim and began to immediately

make some notes in regard to the crime scene, her physical
condition, the condition of her clothing. I requested and
received assistance from the Lorain County Coroner’s office,
and Lorain County Crime Lab. I also asked Det. Sgt. Resendez,
who was going to second chair this investigation, if he would
begin to take photographs of both the crime scene and victim.
I also requested that he take photos -- excuse me, videos of
both the crime scene and victim, after I was satisfied that we
had enough people in place, that we were going to secure the
crime scene. Theh I receiyed information from one of the
officers who had responded initially, there was witnesses, or
2 potential witnesses at the rear of Charlie’s Bar, which is
encompassed in Westgate Plaza, located at 2525 West 21lst
Street. I proceeded to that bar and spoke with 4 gentlemen, 3
whose last name was Rollinson, and one whose last name was Mr.
Blackman. Ironically, Mr. Blackman is the half brother of
Floyd Epps. One of the gentlemen who, when he returned to the
bar that morning to do some clean up work had exited to the

rear or north of the business to throw some garbage out, and
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that’s when he discovered this female body later identified as
Marsha Blakely. 1In fact, it was he who identified this person
for me, because up to that point we had no idea of the feméle
victim.

Q Lieutenant, before you go on, was there some time
constraint you were operating on as a result of anything at
this time?

A As we attempted to progress and develop leads and talk
with people in the area and presexrve the evidence and
photograph both for hours, and with the help and assistance of
the Coroner’s office and Crime Lab, it began to rain. 2as a
matter of fact, Det. Captain Rivera had ordered a number of
raincoats to be purchased as quickly as possible so the
officers in the area would have some rain equipment. It
presented a problem because there was a number of things there
we wanted to photograph and check if we could, prior to it
being destroyed by the weather elements.

Q What was the purposes of calling for the Crime Lab?

A The Crime Lab is better equipped to check evidence and
take photographs and take measurements, that we felt were
pertinent to our investigation, even at that point, and of
course, we called the County Coroner’s office because that’s
their responsibility to respond, and we also requested that
they take photographs, measurements, and examine the body of

the victim.
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Q Have you been able to review the photographs previously I

had in this trial?

A Yes, sir, I have.

Q Do they truly and accurately depict the things they
represent?

A Yes.

Q | How about the videotape filmed by Det. Resendez at the
time?

A Yesg, sir.

Q What things did the Crime Lab do for you?

A They photographed sections of tire imprints that were the

result of vehicle tires passing through the victims’ blood.
Those tire impressions were both east and west of the victim.
There were also tire impressions that appeared to have passed
through the foliage or greenage that was immediately north of
the victim’s body. So there were tire imprints east and west
of the wvictim’s body they photogréphed and later enlarged, and
measured distances, as did traffic officer Les George, who
also responded to assist and again prepare some type of
diagram, and I believe that was the extent of what they did.

Q Were they there to assist in the gathering of trace
evidence prior to the rain as well?

A Had we felt there was something there that was important,
that’'s correct. We were able to retain the clothing of the

victim, which we were very hopeful there would be trace
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evidence, sgomething of evidentiary value that could be
retained there.

0 You were saying, sir, you were interviewing some of the
witnesses, and Mr. Rollinston identified, Marsha Epps’ body?

A That'’s correct.

Q What occurred after that?

A I spoke with the 4 gentlemen inside of the bar, who were
able to provide an overview of Marsha Blakely’s lifestyle,
and, more importantly, the relationship that appeared to exist
between Marsha Blakely and the victim of the earlier incident,
Floyd Epps. It was at that time it became apparent to me that
there may be some connection, because during my interview with
these gentlemen they indicated that Marsha Blakely, although
she didn’t reside or mailntain a romantic relationship with
Epps, she did spend time with him, there might be some
correlation between these 2 incidents, and I returned to the
other group of officers and asked them if they would continue

to assist with both the Coroner and County Crime Lab, and I

.responded to Floyd Epps’ apartment at 2307 Sunset Blvd.

Q Could you tell the Court and Jury in your opinion how far
Mr. Epps’ remains were found from Marsha’'s body?

A Approximately a quarter of a mile. Wallace lane is north
and west of the shopping center that I just noted, Westgate
Shopping Center. It’s separated by railroad tracks, a field

of maybe one hundred feet, and then a roadway, and Wallace
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approximately one-quarter of a mile.

Q You said you went to Mr. Epps’ apartment?

A Yes.

Q For what purpose and to what end?

A The purpose was to go to the apartment, when I learned

there was some type of relationship between the 2 victims who
had died apparently within at least a 8 hour period of one
another, of a violent nature, when I arrived I approached 2307
Sunset Blvd. from the west. The front door, when I arrived
the door was ajar, and I entered the apartment to look inside
to see if, 1, if there was anyone there, and, 2, if there was
anything there that would alert me being pertinent to the
investigation I had started just a couple hours eaflier.

Q What time would you say you;arrived at Epps’ apartment?
A It would be a guesstimate on my part, sometime between
11:30 and noon.

Q Do you have any idea how long that apartment was
unsecured and the door left open?

A As the investigation continued over the next couple
months, I was able to put a time frame on it, it would appear
to be the period of time there wasn’'t an accounting of someone
being there, from 6 o’clock in the morning until the time I
arrived, which would be approximately 11:30 to noon, SO

approximately 6 hours.
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0 At a minimum?
A Yes, sir.
Q And what did you do then?
A I entered the apartment, I, again, I have never been in
the apartment before so I wasn’t sure what I was looking for
or what -it looked like on a normal day, if such can be
identified, but I did observe a purse that I found contained a
pack of Newport cigarettes and some individual ID that
indicated it was Marsha Blakely’s. I retained that purse as
evidence, and it was later tagged and placed in the Central
Evidence locker. And I secured the apartment. By that I mean
I locked.it. Shortly thereafter and during the course of that
day and the next we contacted Lorain Metropolitan Housing and
requested that the apartment be re-keyed and provide us with
the only key. We advised them it was at that point a possible
crime scene and we wanted to preserve anything that was inside
of that. 1In fact, that happened on August 9th, the next day,
Det. Sgt. Resendez received a key from some official from
Lorain Metropolitan Housing in that area and that key is still
in my possession today.
Q Other than that is there any reason you had to believe

that had any significance to the death of Epps’ or Blakely?

A No.
0 Did you at a later time revisit that apartment?
A Yes, sir, I did.
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Q What caused you to do that?
A There were a number of events that transpired after
August 8th that led us back to Floyd Epps’ apartment.

On August 10th of 1991 I was at home, it was a Sunday
afternocon, and I received a call from the station that
Delphenia Guice, who we had interviewed, either I had taken
part probably or had contact at least twice before and
Resendez had already spoken with her in regard to this
investigation. And she had flagged down a uniformed patrol
officer, Delphenia, in the area of 23rd and Leavitt, and asked
we be contacted because she had evidence, she had an item that
she wanted to turn over to us that she felt was important to
our investigation.

I contacted Resendez at home and we both responded to
2333 Leavitt Road, and, in fact, did receive some items from
her. She identified these items as being the property and
clothing of Lenworth Edwards. Lenworth Edwards was one of
several people that had been known to our department as coming
from the area, borough of Queens, New York, specifically
Jamaka Queens, and involved in drug trafficking in the cities
from Lorain and Elyria. He was also at that time incarcerated
in Lorain City Jail on an arrest for obstructing official
business on August 14th of 1991. He was arreéted on Lorain
Drive, I believe in the 2200 block.

We spoke to and interviewed Delphenia Guice in regard to
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how she came into possession of these items that she chose to
turn over to us. And thereafter she was transported to the
station, and continued the interview, and took those items
which she provided to the station, tagged them and later they
were transferred to the Crime Lab, Bureau of Criminal
Investigation in Richfield, Ohio for evaluation and analysis.
Q I think I got a little out of sequence. My question was

you returned once to the apartment?

A That'’'s correct.
Q What was the purpose of your returning to it later?
A As our investigation continued, we found it necessary

to. I contacted Crime Stoppers in Cleveland Ohio, and said we
needed some assistance. That assistance was we wanted to
offer a reward for information that would lead to the arrest
and indictments of anyone who was involved in the homicide of
Marsha Blakely and Floyd Epps. That was in early September.
We had talked to at that date 25 or 30 people, family,
friends, people in the neighborhood, both the projects and
23rd Street and 21lst Street, the people who frequented
Charlie’s Bar, and, quite frankly, we had reached a deadend.
There Were a number of scenarios presented to us by people.
It was clear to us the people I talked to could not provide
the information I could substantiate and feel comfortable
using. At this point I believe we contacted Channel 5 and

Bill Younkin, who came to the City of Lorain and did in fact




o

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

16

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

362
produce a news piece. We asked they provide in addition to
news coverage a reward. They explained to me they were unable
to provide any financial assistance, they would, in fact, do
the news spot.

I contacted the Lorain County Prosecutor’s Office and
talked to Prosecutor Gregory White. I explained our dilemma
in regard to the cash reward for this information, and the
Lorain County Prosecutor’'s Office agreed to provide $2,000 if
we wanted to proceed in that fashion, and, in fact, we did.

Det. Pittak, who is the department illustrator, drew up a
reward poster giving the basic information that we felt was
pertinent to the reward poster, and it provided the
information I just explained, the $2,000 reward for the arrest
and conviction of any suspects involved in the Floyd Epps’ and
Marsha Blakely murders.

On September 10th, I received a phone call, I received a
phone call from a William Avery, Sr. William Avery, Sr.,
during the period of time I was assigned to the Narcotics
Bureau, had worked on a number of cases with me, in that he
was an informant, he had in fact provided information that

allowed me to successfully prosecute people in the area of

narcotics.
MR. DUFF: Object.
THE COURT: Overruled.
A He had contacted me on September 10th, and in the course
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of our conversation he had indicated to me he had information
that was pertinent to our investigation in regard to these
deaths of Marsha Blakely and Floyd Epps, and wanted the $2,000
reward.

I met with him, I drove to South Lorain, I met with him.
We talked for a brief period of time, and after that

conversation it was evident to me he didn’t have any first-

 hand information, and that in fact he was, he had talked to

somebody else who had provided the information that he was
trying to give to me. But I made it clear to him that the
only person I would be willing to talk to would be the person
who had.this information firsthand, and if this person was
willing to share any or all or part of this $2,000 reward,
that would be between the 2 of them. He did not identify on
that date, September 10th, who that other person was, but he
said that he would contact this person and see if they were

willing to talk to me.

The next day, September 11, 1991, I did receive a call

‘again from Mr. William Avery, Sr., who indicated he wanted to

come to the Lorain Police Department with this other person
and provide this information with regard to the 2 homicides.
In fact that did happen on September 11lth, and the person that
he brought to us was William Avery, Jr., his son.

Det. Captain Rivera, now Chief Rivera, and I conducted an

interview of William Avery, Jr. and we taped that interview.
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And during the course of that interview, Willdam Avery, Jr.
provided information to us that immediately became of real
interest to me because he was able to provide information that
substantiated some --

MR. DUFF: Object.

THE COURT: Overruled.
A He provided information to me that substantiated
something that we knew a month before he talked to us, or
nearly a month before he talked to us, and he couldn’t have
known the significance of that --

MR. DUFF: Objection, he’s giving his opinion.

THE COURT: I'm going to sustain that portion,

unless you can give some specifics.

0 Can you tell us specifically what led you to believe
that?
A Yes, sir. On August 1, 1991, Delphenia Guice, as I

mentioned, contacted us and provided some clothing that she
said belonged to Lenworth Edwards.

And one of those items was a blue jean jacket, and it had
what appeared to be blood on the front of this jacket. That
jacket, we hoped, contained the blood of either Marsha Blakely
or Floyd Epps.

And, in fact, what we did at that point, we obtained a
search warrant to obtain blood from Lenworth, who was in City

Jail at this time, and also blood samples from both victims
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from the Coroner’s office. All 3 blood samples and that
jacket, in addition to another pair of pants that belonged to
Lenworth Edwards, were forwarded to the Bureau of Criminal
Investigation in Richfield, Ohio.

In addition to that, I conducted again an interview.
During the interview process I had interviewed Lenworth
Edwards, and did so twice, and on the second occasion I
provided him with an attorney so he would have legal
representation, which he did request, and it was Joseph
Grunda, Sr.

He was brought to the Detective Bureau, advised of his
Constitutional rights, and he signed a waiver form, and we had
a discussion about anything that would have included anything
about hig involvement in these homicides.

And during this there were questions about that blue jean
jacket, and specifically were you wearing it August 7, 1991,
through Thursday morning, August 8, 1991? And his response
was yes. I questioned him about what appeared to be at that
point, and we still didn’t know foicially through medical
testimony, or excuse me, medical tests if what appeared to be
on the front of his jacket was blood, and he said "Yes."

I said, "Is it your blood?™"

And he said, "Yes, I had a nose bleed."

And I said, "When did you have a nose bleed?™

And he indicated, not specifically, Wednesday, August 7th
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or Thursday, August 8th.

Armed with that information I was hoping that wasn’t
true, I was hoping that the blood on the jacket belonged to
one of the victims. When the test results came back from the
Bureau of Criminal Investigation, it, in fact, did test within
a 4 percent certainty --

MR. DUFF: Object.

THE COURT: Overruled.
A -- that it was in fact the blood of Lenworth Edwards. We
felt that we had reached a dead end. ©Now, you have to
remember that happened at the end of August, I believe that
the submission to the Crime Lab was on August 20, 1991. I
think the results, 1f I remember, the report was filed
September 4, 1991. It was not until September 11th that I
talked to William Avery, Jr., and he described an assault that
took place in Floyd Epps’ apartment, at which time he
described Lenworth Edwards being struck by a resisting and
frightened female, Marsha Blakely, in which Lenworth Edwards,
although he -- excuse me, Lenworth Edwards had initially
joined in a multiple assault, had backed out of that asgsault
when he was struck in the nose.

MR. DUFF: Objection.

THE COURT: Overruled.
A At that point that information became significant,

because, 1, it indicated to me that William Avery, Jr.--
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MR. DUFF: Object.

THE COURT: I'm going to sustain that portion.

MR. ROSENBAUM: Can we approach?

THE COURT: Sure.

(Out of the hearing of the Jury.)

MR. ROSENBAUM: I submit to the Court ag a
result -- first I would like to hear the basis of the
objection.

MR. DUFF: He'’s giving his opinion of what
everything indicated to him.

MR. ROSENBAUM: I thought you were objecting to
what Avery was saying.

MR. DUFF: That’s part of it too.

MR. ROSENBAUM: What is the basis of your
objection to this?

MR. DUFF: It’'s notes of restated fabrication.

MR. ROSENBAUM: You’re saying it’s hearsay?

MR. DUFF: Yes.

MR. ROSENBAUM: My response to this is they have
alleged that Mr. Avery, Jr. has tailored his story after the
facts to fit this. As a result it’'s restated fabrication,
prior statements, and I want him to say why, what facts Avery
has that are consistent, and about him making this up, and I
think he’s entitled to state what Avery saild, then we can give

the facts. What Avery said is not hearsay by definition.
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MR. DUFF: What rule is that?

MR. ROSENBAUM: 801.

THE COURT: My concern is --

MR. TALIANO: I was going to say that Mr. Avery
was truthful and I believed him.

THE COURT: That’s what I thought he was going
to say.

MR. ROSENBAUM: I‘m going to ask him that. I’'m
going to ask what things he told him, what facts we have to
substantiate that.

THE COURT: I have no problem with that.

MR. DUFF: Judge, before you make that
conclusion, it has to be a change of recent fabrication or
improper influence, it’s not recent, it’s ever since the
beginning, Judge.

THE COURT: What are you locking at?

MR. ROSENBAUM: 801 (D) (1).

MR. DUFF: (D) (1) (b).

MR. ROSENBAUM: It’s recent because it’s after
his first statement. And you also allege improper motive,
yvou'’re saying he’s lying for the money.

THE COURT: Let me --

MR. ROSENBAUM: I’1l1 tell him not to say --
offer his opinion.

MR. DUFF: He keeps doing it, I’1l keep
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objecting.

THE COURT: He hasn’t kept doing it. We just
told him to stop doing it.

MR. DUFF: Okay; good. .If I could have a
continuing objection so I don’t have to keep interrupting. I
would like a continuing objection on 801 (D) (1) (b).

THE COURT: It’s overruled and the objection is
noted.

(Within the hearing of the.Jury.)

Q You were describing that you felt Mr. Avery came to you

with information that was not known to the public, is that

correct?

A That'’'s correct, sir.

0 The information, to finish up about the jacket, was what?
A That information was that based upon our investigation we

learned that there was a struggle that occurred in the
apartment of Floyd Epps, specifically that Marsha Blakely was

being assaulted by numerous people, one of which was Lenworth

Edwards --
MR. DUFF: Object.
THE COURT: Overruled.
A And during the course of that struggle Lenworth Edwards

was gtruck in the face, backed away from the altercation and
reached for the area of his nose. That was consistent with the

information we had received from Dale Laux from the Bureau of
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Criminal Investigation, specifically that the blood smears
from his jacket would have come from someplace above it, and
went directly down. In fact, the blood was his and he
admitted he was wearing the jacket and he did bleed on it
sometime between August 7th and 8th.
Q Mr. Avery's statement regarding this was verified by

information you already had?

A That’s correct.
0 Was that information public knowledge?
A No, sir, it was not.

Q As a result of that did you elect to go back to that
apartment then?

A Yes, sir, on September 18, 1991.

Q What was the purpose of that?

A We wanted to enter that apartment armed with more
information, more specifically the first time we had been able
to learn that an assault had taken place in Floyd Epps’
apartment of Marsha Blakely, that is something I did not know
on August 8th or 9th when I was there initially, when I had
the doors re-keyed.

Before going to the Epps’ apartment on September 18th,
of’91, we contacted the Bureau of Criminal Identification and
requested that they send someone out that could help us
process the apartment for any trace evidence, any evidence at

all that would need to be analyzed or photographed that would
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be pertinent to our investigation.
In fact, they did allow someone to respond on that date,

and he met with Resendez and I and we went back to Floyd Epps’

apartment.
0 To look for?
A Any evidence of the crime specifically that Marsha

Blakely had been viciously assaulted in that apartment.

Q Did you find some corroboration of a struggle there?
A Yes, sir.
0 What was that, sir?

A We, during the September 12,1991 interview of William
Avery, Jr. he had noted in that interview that the kitchen
table had been turned over during the assault of Marsha
Blakely by these people who had committed the assault. And
when we went back to the apartment I in fact found and
photographed, actually Det. Resendez photographed, that table,
one of the table legs was lying on the floor unattached to the
table.

0 Sir, I would like to hand you what’s been marked as
State’s Exhibits 8-F and 8-G, and ask you to look at them,
please. Do you recognize them?

A Yes, sir, items, State’s item 8-F, is a picture or
photograph of the table leg that was detached from the kitchen
table that was in Floyd Epps’ apartment at 2307 Sunset Blvd.

State’s Exhibit 8-G is a view of the Floyd Epps’ apartment
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from what would be the northwest corner of the apartment, and
specifically it shows the kitchen table to which I just
referred leaning up against the wall and that table leg in 8-F

below it and unattached.

Q What else did William Avery, Jr. tell you at this time,
sir?
A He had also indicated during the interview of 9/12/91

after Marsha Blakely was beaten and apparently unconscious and
was dragged out the back door by one arm by a person we knew
as JR, also known as Benson Davis, that became important to me
because shortly after the autopsy was completed by Dr. Thomas
and Dr. Bucannan of the Lorain County Coroner’s office, Det.
Sgt. Resendez and‘I responded there and referred and made
notes in regard to that autopsy, 6 inches below the belt line
at the right side and attached to the buttock was a grassy
leaf, when the victim was located and observed by me, I should
say, behind 2538 West 21st Street on August 8th of 1991, it
indicated I made a number of notes noting her physical
condition, the position of her body, her clotheg, and one of
the things that I noted was that her pants, her jeans were
buttoned and zipped.

When I went to the Coroner’s Office and observed this
leaf that was attached, not just laying but physically
attached to her buttocks, I became concerned at some point

during the evening hours and early morning hours of Zugust 7th
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and 8th she may have been sexually assaulted based upon the
fact this leaf was now on her bare skin, so I requested that
the Coroner’s Office do a rape kit that would include a
vaginal and mouth smear in an attempt to see whether or not
she had been sexually assaulted. And the results of those
tests through the Coroner’s Office, she was not sexually
assaulted.

William Avery, Jr., on September 12th, long after we had
that information from the Coroner’s office, indicated that
Marsha Blakely had been drug through at least a portion of
grassy, leafy area through the rear or east side of the Floyd
Epps’ multiplex apartment house, and that became significant

to me because it would be consistent with someone being forced

to be drug --
MR. DUFF: Objection.
THE COURT: Overruled.
A Through a graésy or leafy area as opposed to someone

having clothes removed and a leaf attached and reattached.

That became consistent, so we had the blood on Lenworth
Edwards’ coat, a broken table leg and a leafy substance
attached to this lady’s buttocks. She was not sexually
assaulted, and there was no indication she had clothes removed
and that was consistent with the information in the intexview
that I had received from William Avery, Jr. And based upon

that we asked for indictments for felonious assault against 6
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individuals, ‘and that was based upon the interview and
information we collected from August 8th and 9th of 1991.

Q I place before you a photograph marked as State’s Exhibit
2—?. Can you identify that, sire?

A Yesg, sir, I can. This is a photograph taken at the
Lorain County Coroner'’s Office in regard to the autopsy of
Marsha Blakely on August 8, ‘91 and it’s a portion of leaves
and grass attached to her lower back. As I had indicated in
my notes, it was 6 inches below the belt line on the right-
hand side.

Q Sir, I would like to hand you some exhibits, as soon as
Counsel is done examining them, marked as State’s Exhibits 13
and 14. This is State’s Exhibit 13, I’'1l1 ask you to look at
it, please.

A Yes, sir.

Q Do you recognize the contents of that manila bag and

wrapper marked ag State’s Exhibit 137

A Yes, sir, I do.
Q Tell the Court and Jury what they are.
A These are the jeans that were being worn by Marsha

Blakely at the time we discovered her August 8, 1991, in the
City of Lorain, County of Lorain and State of Ohio.
Q I would like to hand you what has been marked as State’s

Exhibit 14. Do you recognize the contents of State’s Exhibit

14, sir?
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A Yesg, sir, I do.
Q What is that?

A This is the shirt or blouse that Marsha Blakely was found
wearing at the time she was located behind Westgate Plaza

August 8, 1991.

Q Can you tell the Jury if they are in substantially the

same condition today as when you received them?

A Yes, sir, they are.
0 When and how did you receive them, from whom?
A From the Lorain County Coroner’s Office following the

autopsy of Marsha Blakely.

Q Where have they been prior to coming to Court today?
A The Lorain Police Department Central Records Evidence
Room.

Q Did they go anywhere other than that?

A Only if they were brought to Court for previous trials.

Q What about BCI, did they go there?

A Yes.

Q What did they go to BCI for?

A Trace evidence and blood analysis.

Q Now, did there come a time when you learned that what Mr.

Avery, Jr. had to tell you was not entirely accurate, even
though you were able to substantiate some of the things he
gsaid?

A Yes, gir.
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Q When was that, sir?

A On or about September 20, 1991.

0 And how did that come about?

A It, I learned that there was some information that

perhaps he had not been truthful about.

MR. DUFF: Object.

THE COURT: Do you want to approach?

MR. DUFF: He’s talking about a number.

MR. ROSENBAUM: He'’sg not doing that. There’s no
way that is going to happen.

THE COURT: Okay.

Q You learned what he told you was not true?
A I learned he -- what he told us was not entirely
accurate.

MR. DUFF: Object, he’s giving his opinion.

THE COURT: Overruled.
Q In what way was that not accurate?
A To that date Mr. William Avery, Jr. had given his initial
statement and later on the 20th that Alfred Cleveland, also
known as Al Monday, had returned sometime after driving him to
2120 Lorain Drive and made the comment, "We killed the crack-

head bitch." That’s something he omitted in his original

interview.
Q Did you learn that was not true?
A Yes, sir.
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0 When did you learn that?
A That was as a result of sometime later when he had
contacted, while at the Lorain County Jail, Dean Winslow, of
the FBI and indicated that he had not been totally
forthcoming, and he wanted to clarify what happened.

MR. DUFF: Objection.

THE COURT: Overruled.
Q Would you describe the events that led up to Mr. Avery
being placed in Lorain County Jail?
A December 7, 1991, that was the first trial for Lenworth
Edwards. On that date when he came to the Courthouse, it was
in Judge Harris’ court, he indicated after conferring with his
father, William Avery, Sr., he felt that he had not earned
enough money --

MR. DUFF: Object.

THE COURT: Overruled.
o) He felt that the information provided to us which led to
the indictment and led to the arrest at that point, was worth

$10,000. Mr. Rosenbaum from the Prosecutor’s Office indicated

to him --
MR. DUFF: Objection.
THE COURT: Overruled.
A He was told that was not going to happen, he was not

going to get the $10,000 reward. Shortly thereafter he

entered the Courtroom and refused to testify. Judge Harris
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found him in contempt of Court and had him remanded to Lorain
County Jail. Sometime later that same date on December 17,
1991 Mr. William Avery, Jr. had attempted to recontact Mr.
Rosenbaum and myself. We refused to talk to him, and shortly
thereafter --

MR. DUFF: Object. If he could restrict it to
himself, not Mr. Rosenbaum.

THE COURT: Well, if he knew that Mr. Rosenbaum
was there at the time, fine, if not then restrict it to
yourself.

A I understand. Mr. Rosenbaum and I both refused to speak
with him. Shortly thereafter he had contacted or attempted to
contact, or did contact the defense attorney for Lenworth
Edwards. I believe it was Barry Motsch, and indicated --

MR. DUFF: Objection, he wasn’t part of this,
Your Honor.

THE COURT: I’ll sustain as to that portion.

Q Did William Avery, Jr. subsequently come to Court as a
defense witness or prospective witness?

A Yes, he did.

Q What did he say?

A He said he took the stand, he said he lied tome, I only
done it for the money, and everything he told me was not true,
and he was remanded back to Lorain County Jail for perjury.

Q And later did Special Agent Winslow become involved?
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A He did.
0 Is that when we all learned what he told us wasn't
accurate to begin with?
A That’s correct.
Q What did Mr. Avery, Jr. say then?
A Mr. William Avery, Jr. said --

MR. DUFF: Objection.

THE COURT: Overruled.
A He said that on August 8th of 1991 between the hours of
11:00 and midnight he was approached at 2140 Lorain Drive by
Al Monday, also known as Alfred Cleveland.

He paid Alfred Cleveland approximately $3,000 for drugs
that he had taken from Mr. Cleveland and sold, and he
indicated he owed him at least another 3 possibly $4,000 for
drugs he had not yet repaid Mr. Cleveland for.

He indicated he offered his services to quote, unquote,
knock down his debt to Mr. Cleveland. Mr. Cleveland told him
to get into a vehicle he was operating. At that point they
left 2140 Loraln Drive and proceeded to the area of 2307
Sunset Blvd., specifically, 23rd and Reeves Avenue.

Ags he arrived there was another vehicle there and he had
indicated there were other people occupied in that vehicle.
As they arrived their car was also there. He said those
people were Shakim, also known as John Austin Edwards,

Lenworth Edwards, known as Will, a subject he knew as JR, who
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is Benson Davis.

Those people exited that vehicle, as did Alfred Cleveland
and William Avery, Jr. and proceed to what turned out to be
the efficiency apartment of Floyd Epps.

As they entered the door there was another subject who he
had trouble identifying until he was given photégraphs, that
was later identified as Supreme. He didn’t know his real
name, he said he was there.

When he entered Marsha Blakely was sitting on a bed in
Eppe’ apartment. He was or had to beat her up to knock down
hisg debt. William Avery, Jr. said, I can’t do that, I know
her I know her family. He wouldn’t do that.

At that time Cleveland ordered the other parties to
assault her. 1In fact that assault, he said the lady was
assaulted by this man right here, Shakim, Benson Davis, JR,
Benson Davis and Supreme. It took place over a period of time
of 15 to 20 minutes. The kitchen table was knocked over at
the end of the assault, when it ended, it was during a period
of time she wasg rendered unconscious.

During that time Lenworth Edwards was taking part in the
assault, and he was struck in the face. He backed away. He
said Alfred Cleveland did not assault this Qoman but directed
it, and he did not take part.

After that Benson Davis dragged her out by one arm, drug

her out over a grassy area to a vehicle that he had observed
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when he first got there. He indicated there were 4 people
that entered the car in addition to the female victim, and
that again would have been JR, Will, Shakim and Supreme. He
entered the car with Alfred Cleveland, also known as Al
Monday, and they drove to the back of Westgate shopping
center, the 2500 block of West 21st Street.

When he got there there was a vehicle there and the
person outside of that vehicle he identified as a person also
from New York, Jamaka Queens, knowﬁ by the street name of
Justice. Justice was to have helped remove this lady from the
car, she was on the ground and immediately out of William
Avery, Jr.’s sight, but he saw the person who he identified as
Justice with a shiny object in his right hand going down
numerous times towards where Marsha Blakely was laid down.

He then ran from the area back to 2140 Lorain Drive and
later that morning he went to another lady’s house on Easgt
Avenue, that was the morning of August 8, 1991.

Q Sir, I would like to hand you 3 photographs, State’s
Exhibit 2-F, 2-G and 2-E, and ask you to look at them.

A Yes, sir.

0 Do they corroborate what Mr. William Avery, Jr. finally
indicated to you as to what happened when he was behind
Charlie’s Bax?

A Yes, sir.

0 What 1s this?
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A This is State’s Exhibit 2-H, this is the right side of
Marsha Blakely’s neck, and to the front there are
approximately 25 non-lethal, 1 to 3 centimeter stab wounds to
that area of the body which would be consistent with the
multiple downward strokes by the person he identified as
Justice; in the direction of Marsha Blakely as she was lying
in front of this vehicle that he identified when he first
arrived.
Q Did they corroborate anything William Avery, Jr.

consistently or initially told you occurred at the Epps’

apartment?

A Yes, sir.

0 What was that?

A During the period of time Marsha Blakely was being

assaulted at. Epps’ apartment, Shakim, John Austin Edwards
repeated 2 or 3 times, "Where is my shit?™"

That means either drugs or money. That would be
consistent with someone who is trying to extract information
prior to being fatally wounded because none of these wounds in
and of themselves were lethal, but they were obviously very
painful, and it wasn’t until after these were inflicted that
the most critical wounds would, which would have been a 13
centimeter, slash from left to right, and slightly upward,
severed both her windpipe and carotid artery, excuse me,

jugular vein.
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0 Was there anything that the péople that were with William
Avery, Jr. consistently did that would corroborate what
William Avery, Jr. told you?
Did the defendants themselveg or the people he
implicated, JR, Shakim, did they do things individually that

corroborates what William Avery, Jr. told you?

A Yesg, sir.

Q Describe that for the Court and Jury.

A During the course of our investigation, as I indicated,
either I or Resendez interviewed 25 people. One of them was a

Gina Dalton. She worked then at Lorain National Bank, and was
contacted by Jim Long, who is a security officer for Lorain
Naticnal Bank, and he indicated --

MR. DUFF: Object.

THE COURT: Sustained.
A I learned theré was an employee at Lorain National Bank
who had or may have had some pertinent information --

MR. DUFF: Objection.

THE COURT: Overruled.
A That person’s name was provided from the bank security
officer as Gina Dalton, and he gave me the location of her
employment. I went to the branch at Westpark and interviewed
Gina Dalton. She provided information to me that indicated--

MR. DUFF: Objection.

THE COURT: Sustained.
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A During the course of my investigation, I learned this
John Austin Edwards --

MR. DUFF: Object, he’s getting that from the
conversgation which she already testified to.

THE COURT: Stay away from that.
Q So did she relate to you what Mr. Edwards did that
confirmed that what William Avery, Jr. said was correct in
implicating him?

MR. DUFF: Object, it’s his opinion.

THE COURT: Sustained.
A Yes.

THE COURT: The Jufy is to disregard.
Q Did the physical whereabouts of the people that William
Avery, Jr. indicated corroborate what he told you?
A Yes, sir.

MR. DUFF: Objection.

THE COURT: Overruled.
A Yes, 1t did.
0 Explain it.
A The suspects who I have just named and identified all
came from Jamaka Queens, New York or thét immediate vicinity,
had left the area.
Q Did some of them return shortly thereafter?
A They did.

Q Did they leave again?
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A They did.

0 With the exception of?

A Lenworth Edwards.

0 What happened to him?

A On August 14th he was arrested by Det. Rohner and

Cambarare in the 2200 block of 21st Street for obstructing

justice.
MR. DUFF: Objection.
THE COURT: Overruled.
A And he was arrested and it was through that 30 day window

we were able to have him indicted for felonious assault.

0 That’s when you interviewed him about the jacket?
A Yes, sir, that’s correct.
Q Did other people than William Avery, Jr. indicate,

implicate, make statements to you that corroborated William
Avery, Jr.’s statements to you?

A Could you repeat that?

0 Did you have a chance to interview these other people
that William Avery, Jr. implicated?

A Through the next few months, that’s correct.

Q Who would this be?

A Bengon Davis, JR, there were 6 officers from our
department, Rivera, Rohner, Cambarare, Sgt. Resendez and I
drove to the City of New York and coordinated efforts with the

New York Police Department and various boroughs in an attempt
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to locate the remaining 5 suspects. We brought indictments
for felonious assault that were passed through the Lorain
County Prosecutor’s Office, and we went there and spent a

total of 6 days. We located Benson Davig, JR, at Rikers

Island --
MR. DUFF: Object.
THE COURT: Overruled.
Q Did Mr. Benson Davis, aka JR, give you a statement which

corroborated Mrxr. Avery, Jr.’s rendition of the events as he
gave them to you?
MR. DUFF: Objection.

THE COURT: Overrule.

A I wish you would repeat that, please, I didn’t
understand.

Q You interviewed Benson Davig, right?

A That’s correct.

Q Based on what he told you, did you find corrxoboration for

what William Avery, Jr. told you?

MR. DUFF: Objection.

THE COURT: Overruled.
A I, in the course of our interview with him in New York he
had initially refused to identify any of the suspects that we
had named in the indictment, and said he didn’t know them,.

After he was pogitively identified by the arresting officers

of Lenworth Edwards he admitted to being in the area and
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knowing the other subjects.
0 That corroborates what William Avery, Jr. said about the
members of this drug trafficking ring?
A That would be correct.

MR. DUFF: Object.

THE COURT: Overruled.
0 Did any other people that William Avery, Jr. implicated
attempt to give false alibis or obtain false alibis?
A Yes, all of them that we interviewed or prosecuted, vyes.

MR. DUFF: Object.

THE CQURT: Overruled.
Q Now, Lieutenant, Dr. Thomas was agked if he wrote the
autopsy report consistent with what has been called the theory
of the State’s case. Is that possible?
A No, gir.
Q And why is that?

MR. DUFF: Objection.

THE COURT: Overruled.
A Because when Dr. Thomas autopsied Margha Blakely and
Floyd Epps and presented this report, he gave us a copy of
that report. We didn’t have a theory, outside of the fact we
thought it might be drug related because of the people that
were involved, but there was no theory.

MR. ROSENBAUM: I have no other questions, Your

Honor.
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THE COURT: At this time we’ll take a recess.
Remember the admonishment not to discuss this case among
yourselves.
(Thereupon, a short recess was held.)
(Hearing resumed.)
(Within the hearing of the Jury.)
THE COURT: Mr. Duff.

CROSS-EXAMINATION OF GENO TALIANO

BY MR. DUFF:

Q Detective, I would like to ask a few questions, if I
could, is that all right?

A Yes, sir.

0 Handing you what’s been marked as Defendant’s Exhibit B
and previously identified as your report in this matter, would

you agree that is what it is, sir?

A Yes, sir, I would.

Q And you have been a police officer how long?

A Approximately 19 and a half years.

Q You have got a lot of experience in writing reports?
A Yes, sir.

Q You were in the Detective Bureau for a period of time?
A Yes, sir.

Q How long?

A Nine years, 6 in narcotics and 3 in --

0 Nine years altogether?
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Yes, sir.
The reason you do reports is so there can be a record of
activity you did on a case?
Yes, sir.
For later use in Court like this?

That’s correct.

And it’s important that you put everything important in

the report, is it not?
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Well, we try.

Everything you find to be important or significant?
That’s correct.

Even things that are really not go important?

I don’t understand.

You try to cover all your bases?

If we can.

You do your best to do that?

That’s correct.

Now, there’s been some discussion about your interviews
BB, all right?

Yes, sir.

You told the Jury what he said during those interviews?

That’s correct.

Well, let’s go back to the first interview you told the
about, 9/11/91, that the correct date?

That’s correct.
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0 Now, you asked him, you were told by his father that he
had information, William Avery, Jr. did in regard to the
murders of Floyd Epps and Marsha Blakely, is that true, sir?
A No, that’s not true.
Q You didn’t start off the tape on 9/11/91 with I
understand you have information relating to the murders of
Marsha Blakely and Floyd Epps, did you say that?
A I may have said that if --
o) If you understood it. That’s what you thought it to be?
You don’t say things that you think are incorrect on the
tape? Answer yes Or no.

A I try not to, sir.

0 If we heard that tape, turned that tape on and we heard
that, that would be an inaccurate statement?

You started the tape on 9/11/91 at I think it was 8:35
A.M. You said, we understand, I have been advised, somethiﬁg
to that effect that you have information relating to the
murders of Marsha Blakely and Floyd Epps. You said that?
A If it’s on the tape I said that, yes, sir.
Q And further, William Avery, in that account he géve you
that date, 9/11/91, told you that they had busted in on the

apartment, not walked in, busted in?

A I don’t recall the exact language.
Q You don’t dispute that?
A If it’s on the tape, no, sir.
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0 And he further told you on that date, 9/11/91 that the
place was messed up, everything was thrown around, chairs were
turned over. You asked that. He said everything was turned

over. Did he tell you that?

yiy If it was on the tape I would agree with it, vyes, sir.
Q You went to that apartment, did you not?

A Yes, sir.

0 On August 8, ’'91, about 11:307

o 11:30 to noon I think.

0 Page 34 of your report, sir.

A Yes, sir.

o) Page 34, third paragraph, on Thursday 8/8/91, the day

prior to the retention of evidence this writer entered the

Epps’ residence on Sunset?

A I'm sorry, Page 347

0 Thirty-four, third paragraph.

A Yeg, sir.

Q All right. The apartment front door was ajar. The

apartment was unoccupied and in an order;y fashion. Did you
write that?

A Yes, sir, I did.

Q The apartment appeared to you to be in orderly fashion on
August 8, 19917

A Yes, sir.

Q You were looking for evidence of a physical
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confrontation, were you not?

A On which date, sir?

Q You were looking for evidence on August 8th, were you
not?

A Yes, sir.

Q And you found none, right?

A I found Marsha Blakely’s purse.

Q | That’s a good point, what happened to that purse?

A It was taken to the station and tagged.

Q Where is it now?

A I believe at some point it might have been released to
the family.

Q You didn’t testify at some point it was lost?

A If I did, I don’'t remember, I’1ll take your word for it.
Q You can’t tell this Jury where that purse is at?

A No, sir.

Q And it’s a crucial piece of evidence, it’s a piece of

evidence from that apartment?

A Yes, sir.

Q Did you ever ask for that to be dusted for prints?

A No, sir.

Q Let’es talk about that. Defendant’s Exhibit D, it’'s a

submission sheet that’s been previously identified as evidence
submitted from the Lorain Police Department in regard to this

case, right?
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Q You would agree there’s no purse submitted to BCI

requested to be printed, is there?

A There ig none listed in the 14 items.

Q Those are the items you submitted?

A That’s correct.

Q You tell them what you want done with it?

A Excuse me?

Q Next to the item you tell what kind of analysis you want
done?

A That’e correct.

0 Going down that list -- you want to keep your glasses on?
A It depends on how far the paper is. If you stand back I

won'’t need these.

Q If you don’'t mind I’'ll stand close and we can go through
this quick.

A That will be fine.

0 Rape kit, you sent that in, right?

A Uh huh.

0 One brown bag containing a jean jacket, that’s the
jacket?

A Yes.

Q That’s what we have in Court.

Jogging pants, that’s also Lenworth Edwards’ pants?

A That’'s correct.
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0 Those were given to you by Delphenia Guice?

A Yes.

Q Did you ask the Coroner for hair samples from the
victims?

A No, sir.

0 You have done that in other cases, have you not, hair
samples?

A I haven’t personally.

0 Your department does that?

A They have.

Q They can tell if you and I get in a fight my hair might

end up on your suit?

A

Q

A

Q

They can.

And yours might end up on mine?
It’s possible.

You never requested that those pants be looked at for
samples, did you?

No, sir.

Blue shoe, shoe of wvictim.
Blood, that was submitted?

Yes.

Victim’s shirt, all right?

Uh huh.

Did you request that any trace evidence, other than

blood, 1like hairs, be done on this?
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A No.

0 Pair of blue jeans from Marsha Blakely, correct?

A That’'s correct.

Q The only test you requested on thisg, in that case was
blood?

A That'’'s correct.

0 You didn’t request that if they could find grass stains?
A No.

Q You didn’t request at any time? This stuff has been

available to you since 19917

A

Q

A

Q

That’'s correct.
It's now 5 and a half years later?
That’'s correct.

Now you have this information her body was dragged, you

say you became aware of that roughly September 11th?

A

Q

That’s correct.

Anytime after September 11th you could have made certain

requests on those objects, couldn’t you, sir?

A

Q

That'’'s correct.

And it’s been over 5 years, you haven’t done so?

Yes.

No concrete scrapings, grass, mud. Did you ever request
be done?

No, sir.

Underwear of victim. Again, did you ask for any trace
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evidence such as hair, grass stains on the underwear? Grass
stains on underwear certainly would verify dragging?

A I don’t know that.
Q If you drag me from here to where he stopped me in grass,
if you were to drag me, face down, there might be a chance my

underwear might pick up some grass, grass staing?

A It’s possible.

Q Did you ever do that?

A No.

Q Shoes and socks of victim Floyd Epps.

Did you ever ask those be analyzed for hair samples of
either of thosé people involved?v
A Only blocd.
Q Only blood?
A That’s correct.
Q Pants of Floyd Epps, again they have been available to
you, in your custody, right?
A Yes.
Q Let me stop you here for a minute. You heard the Coroner
testify Floyd Epps’ throat was slashed?
A Yes, sir, I heard that.
Q And he séid it was very, very, very similar, I think, to
Marsha Blakely’s throat in that it was on the left side of her
neck and on his neck, and both were 13 centimeters long,

right?
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That’s correct.

You consider that a significant finding, would you not,

Yes.
And a very significant similarity?
That's correct.

Can you tell me in your 60 some page notes that you have

noted that in your report?

A

Q

It’s not noted.

In fact, the truth of the matter is you didn’t know that

until Dr: McNamee brought that out on cross of Dr. Thomas?

A

Q

A

Q

says

No.

That’s not true?

That’s not true.

In 5 and a half years you never generated a document that

we have two 13 centimeter cuts on both of these people’s

necks, you never generated a document to note that, did you?

A

Q

that

No.

You found a comb belonging to Floyd Epps near the body?
Yes.

You asked about trace evidence on that, did you not?

It aske for trace evidence. 1In a comb I would assume
would be hair or blood.

And the rest are just vials of blood.

Now, let me ask you this, the comb, the blood, that table
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depicted, do you have it? Where is that table now?

A Where is the table now, sir? I don’t know.

Q You never inventoried that and took it in as evidence?

A No, we did not.

0 So you have no document to establish that you dusted that

table for any prints, do you?

A The lab technician from --

Q The lab technician from BCI would have that?

Your report, it’s not indicated in your report that you
had that dusted? |
A That I requested. We asked that he look for any evidence
or trace evidence, and also blood.
Q You have nowhere in your report that you asked the guy to
dust for prints? That’s absent ﬁrom your report?
A It may be.
0 It is.
A Okay.
Q And the table is gone and lost?
A

I don’t know that.

Q Do you know where it’s at now?
A No.
0 There’s a slight disparity in the report as to whether

this was locked up?
A There might be. I think there’s a misprint.

Q It's a significant misprint?
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A No.

Q Let’s turn to it.

A Sure.

0 I think it’s Page 41. You wrote, it should be, are you

there, Officer?

A Okay.

Q It should be noted that the Epps’ residence has remained
secured and the locks re-keyed as of 9/917

A That'’s correct.

Q At the request of the Bureau of Lorain Housing Authority,
were you there when it was done?

A I was there when the key was presented to us, and we were

advised it was the key, and the key in fact fit the lock, and

that was August 9th.

Q I know that. The report here indicates September 9th.
A That’s a misprint or mistake.

0 Can you answer my question? That’s what the report
indicates?

A Correct, that’s what the report indicates.

Q You know I had a conversation with Det. Resendez about
that?

A He may have told me. I don’t believe --

Q He told me he was -- I was wrong, it wasn’t August 8th it

was September ‘94.

MR. ROSENBAUM: Object.
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THE COURT: Overruled.

Q. If he knows?

A I don’t think that he had that conversation, he and I had

that conversation.

Q I understand. How about that table leg, have you still
got that as evidence or did you lose that?

A I don’t believe we retained it.

Q Did you test it for prints?

A If the lab technician from the Bureau of Criminal

Identification did.

Q You don’t know?
A That'’s correct.
Q Now, let’s go back to September 1lth, and Mr. Avery, he

told you that that body was dragged into Guice’s car, isn’t
that correct?
A He identified the car to which the body was dragged as

Delphenia Guice’s car.
Q You got possession of that car about 5 days later, right?
A I don’t recall the exact date but I think on 3 separate

occaslions we took a look at the car and that would have been

prior to --

Q Would your report tell you when you got possessidn of

that car, or would you take my word, August 13th?

A I'11 take your woxrd for it.

Q August 13th you had cause to arrest her for driving
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without a license or something?

A

Q

that

Q - ]

g

Q

Me personally?

Your department?

I don’'t recall that.

Did you question her and say we’ve got you and your car?
I did not take part in this initial contact with Guice,
was Det. Resendez and Rohner.

You knew about that?

I knew when they adyised me, that’s correct.

That was August 13th?

Okay.

Then you had it checked out?

I believe to the best of my recollection those 2 officers
a visual inspection of that vehicle on the first date.
So that car was released to her?

I believe it was.

So you have the car August 13, 1991, and this is, could

be something involved in this case and that car is released to

her without being checked by anybody from the Lorain County

Crime Lab or BCI, is that correct?

A

Q

A

Q

went

At that point, ves.

It’s just a visual inspection?

I believe that’s what they did.

Now that initial statement, Mr. Avery told you and you

over 1it, and we can play the tape or go over it this way,
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that Justice and Supreme were not there, but he did say later

on I might be able to recognize them, if you show me the

pictures?
A What he said was --
Q Answer my question?

A Ask it again.
Q Did he tell you in that initial interview that Justice

and Supreme were not there?

A Not where? Where were Justice and Supreme not at?

Q At Epps’ apartment?

A He never said Justice was there.

0 Did he say Supreme was there initially?

A Initially he did say Supreme was there. The person he

identified as Supreme, he was confused to who he was until he

wasg showed a photograph.

Q You asked if he knew Supreme and he told you he did

because he saw him with this other dude?

A Yeah.

0 And he knew who Supreme wag, and he told you he wasn’t
there?

A I don’t recall that. He said the person at the front

door, he wag confused as to whether it was Justice and
Supreme.
Q I'm not asking, you know --

A I can only testify to what I recall. Replay the tape.
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0 You asked him, and you’re telling me Justice and Supreme
were not there, and then he goes, well, the unknown guy could
be Supreme. If I saw a picture. Do you recall that, sir?

A That sounds like what happened.

Q That’s despite the fact he told you he knew Supreme,
right?
A I believe he does know Supreme.

Q And he knew him at this time, right?

A Yes.
Q He told you he didn’t notice any blood on September 11th,
right?

A I don’t recall.

0 You wouldn’t disagree with that?
A If it’s in the tape, no.
0 Yeah, right?

That’s absolutely right.

i

Q And he told you that at the end of the tape, he goes I

want to talk about 'the money, remember that?

A If those are the facts, if they are on the tape.

0 And his father wanted to talk about it, right?

A I’'m sure.

Q You told them on the tape, I don’t want to do that while

we’'re on this, and you ended the tape, isn’t that right?
A If that’s what the facts are.

Q And you turn the tape off and talk about the money
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situation?
A It sounds like that was what happened.
Q And they told you all the clothes they had on were all
black clothes?
A I thought I recalled dark, but it could have been black.
Q Okay.
Q And he told you that when Will got hit he fell somewhere,
not that he covered up and grabbed his face but he fell
somewhere? Did he tell you that?
A I recall he said he reacted to it, I don’t recall the
words, exact words he used.
0 If I played that tape?
A If he said that on the tape and those were the facts I

would agree to it.

o) Let’s move to the September 20th conversation.
A Yes, sir.
0 There are a lot of police officers involved in that one,

is that right?
A Involved in what, sir?

Q In that conversation with Avery, you have the now Chief

Rivera there, 1s that right?

A I don’t recall who was there on the 20th.

Q You wouldn’t disagree with that?

A If those were the facts, no.

Q And you told them that we understand you have additional
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information for us, is that right?

A That’s correct.

Q And that'’s when he concocted and made up this thing about
we knocked the junkie bitch off?

A That’'s when he said Al Cleveland came back to Lorain

Drive and said that.

Q And you heard him say that version is not true?
A That is not true, right.
Q And he also told you they gave him more, 2 more ounces,

Pat came back and gave him some powder?

A T wouldn’'t know that. If those are the facts and on the
tape.
Q You told him specifically, I want to know the exact words

you said, and he said we knocked the junkie bitch off.

A That'’'s what I recall.

Q And you asked him that specifically because that is

important?

A It is.

Q Then do you recall Det. Resendez saying, "Well, it sounds
to me like" -- and during this conversation when you were

there, "that you guys gave her a pretty good beating, where’s

all the blood?"

You remember Resendez saying that?

A No, sir.

Q You wouldn’t disagree if it was on the tape?
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A If it’s on the tape.
Q He told you she had to have been bleeding the way they
were beating her, do you recall that?
A No, but if these are on the tape.
Q And my notes?
A I'll rely on the tape itself as opposed to your notes.
0 That’s where my notes come from, sir. Do you recall that

being said, she had to be bleeding the way they were beating

her?
A If those are the facts, yes.
Q Now, do you remember him talking about a table and you

piped in and said kitchen table, and he said yeah. Do you
remember volunteering the kitchen table to him?

No, sir. |

Do you want me to play it for you?

I'11l take your word for it, if those are your notes.

That you volunteered the word kitchen table?

R O © B

Okay.

0 And he told you that Will might have only bled in the car
as he remembers it, is that right?

A If that’s on the tape.

Q Yeah. And then you plead with him at the end, there’s no
doubt listening to it, is there anything else, even something
small tell us now, anything at all. I’'m quoting you. Do you

remember saying that?
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A Yes, sir.

0 And he said that’s all I know, right?

A If in fact that’s on the tape I’'1ll agree with you.

0 And that’s a lie?

A It is.

0 You didnft know, but you claim that is a lie now?

A Yeg, I do.

0 Now 5 days later he gave his deposition, you were there,
right?

A Yes, sir.

0 And the lies go oh, right?

A He provided the same account as he did on the 20th, if I
recall.

0 The gquestion is, Defendant’s Exhibit L is full of lies?
A Full of lies?

Q It’s got a lot of lies throughout it, does it not, and
I'11 go over it real quick.

A Okay.

Q Knock the junkie bitch off, that’s a lie?

A That's correct.

0 Al and I and Supreme were in the car?

A I don’t know.

Q You don’t know any of this stuff, you relied on Avery,
right?

A Other than the physical evidence that substantiated what

407
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he told us.
Q Let’s talk about that. What are those things? Is the
leaf one of them?
A That’s one of them, vyes.

0 All right. Do you have a better picture of the leaf than

2-F?

A There may be other pictures, I don’t know.

Q That’s a fair and accurate description, is it not?

A Yes, sir.

o) It’s a leaf, is it not? 1It’s not a piece of grass, would

you agree,.it’s a leaf, not a grassy leaf as you said on your

direct examination?

A I'm relying on the Coroner’s description.

0 I'm asking you, is there such a thing as a grassy leaf?
A I see this as a combination of both, it’s a leaf.

0 I'm familiar with a blade of grass, is that a blade of
grass?

A No, sir, it looks like a leaf to me.

Q We have bladeg of grass, we have leaves, don't we? You

took botany in school, didn’t you?

A No.

Q Doesg it appear to be a leaf or a blade of grass?

A It appears to be a leaf.

Q Is there anything such as a grassy leaf? You used that

on direct examination, I'm interested where you got that from?
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A From the photograph it says leaves and grass.
Q Where is the grass there? There doesn’t appear to be
any?
A I gee a leaf.
Q Right.
Did you ever -- well, let’s loock, you saw the video, did
you not?
A Yes, sir.
0 The body was laying right next to some leaves like that,

wasn’t it similar to that?

A I can’t tell you the leaves were similar. The body was
lying immediately south of the grassy area.

Q The body is right on top of the leaves, right?

A That’s correct.

Q Did you ever request that that leaf get analyzed by
anybody that knows anything about leaves such as a botanist?
A No.

Q To see 1f that came from these bushesg?

A No, we did not.

Q Is that the one piece of physical evidence you are

talking about, have we dealt with that?

A That’s one, ves.
Q Now, we talked about that apartment being unsecured?
iy Yes, sir.

Q Did you, if your report is correct in the one area it was
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re-keyed August 9th, right?
A That'’s correct.
0 All right. And you had been there on August 8th at about
11:00, 11:30°7
A That general time, that’s correct.
Q And does your report.indicate when you went back on the
9th? You didn’t go back?
A Det. Resendez met with them and made sure the apartment

was secure, and the lock was presented to him.

o] That night did you leave a guard at the house?

A No, we did not.

0 You knew Floyd Epps?

A I knew of him, yes.

Q You knew the kind of person he was, that he was a severe
alcoholic?

A ‘That’s correct.

Q And people would freguent his house and he would sleep in

different places?

A That’s correct.
o] And you didn’t leave a police officer at the scene that
night?

A No, we did not.
Q And it seemed practical to you as you testified on
previous occasions, that house might be a crime scene, on

August 8th it seemed practical to you that you considered that
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a crime scene when you were there?
A On August 8th I did not consider that a crime scene.
Q Did you tesgtify it was a practical conclusion on your
part to consider it a crime scene on August 8th?
A If I did, I did what I’'m suggesting to you.
0 Just answer the question. I want to know if you
testified to that previously?
A I don’t recall.
Q I might take a minute, I’1l keep asking, and'I’ll look,
okay?

You would agree that preservation of evidence is one of
the foremost things for a police officer?

A That’s right.

Q Especially a detective, that’s way up there?
A Preservation, that’s correct.
o] Another question before we get to this other thing, it's

been said that you know what numerous means to you.
A In context, in what context?

0 Talking to somebody numerous times, how many times is

that in your mind?

A I can’'t fix a number on that.

Q We agree it’s more than 3 or 47

A It can be or not.

Q I want to know what it means to you because you used it

in previous trials.
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A Numerous times it could be, 4, 5.

Q Fifteen, even? Very numerous would be 3507

A Very numerous.

0 You testified that you talked to BB numerous times about

this case?

That’s correct.

A
0 And you only recorded 2 of those conversations?
A That'’s correct.

Q

Now, after you got all of this information that you claim
you had, did it ever occur to you to get luminol and go in

that apartment and check it out for blood?

A No, sir.

Q That never occurred to you?

A No, sir.

Q' You would agree that this case was all over the paper and

all over the town?

A There was a great deal of discussion about thisg case.

0 And I asked you earlier -- I'm losing my train of
thought, what I did'ask you about your previous testimony vyou
said and I said I would look for it, whether it would be
practical to conclude it was a crime scene?

A Yes, sir, i1t was a question.

0 You would agree it was in the newspaper that this Marsha

Blakely was stabbed, had numerous wounds to her, is that

right?
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A It was in the newspaper.
Q Before anyone was arrested that she had numerous stabs

wounds to her?

A It may be, I don’t recall.

0 How about the fact her throat was slashed, was that in
there?
A It may have been. I don’t have any articles, it might

likely be in there, it seems reasonable.

Q She had 15 stab wounds to the neck, that would be public

knowledge if it was in the paper, right?

A Uh huh.

Q Cut her windpipe, right?

A Yes.

Q And a slash of the neck, is that right?

A Yes.

Q You would agree that appears to be a copy of the August

9, 1991, Plain Dealer?

A Friday, August 9, 1991.

Q Is that right?
A Yes.
Q That was published, and that was out in the community?

It was on the front page of the Journal, the same thing?

A It may have been.
Q And you said or Captain Rivera said it was drug related?

A It’s likely, that was something we determined early on.
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0 So as far as the numbér of stab wounds that she had her
windpipe slashed, and multiple stab wounds to the neck,
someone could learn that from the paper, right?
A Yes.
0 Now, I would like to know how many timesg did BCI actually
go there?

Rain problems, you have talked about. I want to know if
you ever mentioned that rain problem in the police report, 60
some pages, that present an evidentiary problem for you?
A No, I don’t believe it’s in there.
Q I want to know ih all of the testimony in the 3 prior
cases, ever mention the rain causing evidentiary problems?’

A No, I did not.

0 This is the first time rain caused you an evidentiary
problem?
A Could have caused.

This is the first trial you ever mentioned that?

Q
A That’s correct.

Q We could agree it wasn’t raining in that apartment?

A That’s correct.

0 So it didn’t cause you an evidentiary problem there, did
it?

A No.

Q I want to know, going back I was asking you how many

trips did BCI or the County Crime Lab make to that apartment?
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A Floyd Epps’, BCI went on one occasion, September 18th.

Q BCI goes one occasion, September 18th?

A That’s correct.

Q When did that place become occupied? Do you know when it

got reoccupied?
A No, sir.
Q Now, do you recall testimony, do you have photographs of

the inside of that apartment?

A I'm sorry?

Q Photographs inside of that apartment on Septembér 1st?

A Other than the 2 I have here.

Q Are there other ones?

A There may be.

Q Dig them up. I requested pursuant to subpoena you bring

everything you have regarding Epps and Blakely. Do you have

that stuff?

A Yes.
Q Would you get it, sir, other photographs you have?
A I'1ll have to check there.

MR. DUFF: Could he do this?
A And possibly in my vehicle.

THE COURT: If it’s going to the wvehicle I’'11l
have a recess for the Jury. Remember the admonishments I have
given you not'to talk about this case.

(Thereupon, a short recess was held.)
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(Hearing resumed.)
(Within the presence of the Jury.)

THE COURT: Mr. Duff.

MR. DUFF: Your Honor, I think the Prosecutor
and I have agreed to mark them and submit them.

THE COURT: Very well.

CONTINUED CROSS-EXAMINATION OF GENO TALIANO

BY MR. DUFF:
Q Handing you what has been previously marked for
identification, that’s been previously marked--

MR. ROSENBAUM: Just mark it now, it’s been
previously marked, not identified.
o] I'm going to hand you what’s been previously marked by
the Prosecution as 2-B. Tell me if you recognize that
photograph, sir?
A Yes, sir, I do.
O  What is it?
A It’s the body of Marsha Blakely taken by Det. Resendez on-

416

August 8, 1991, behind the Westgate Plaza, 2500 block of West

21st Street.

Q Take a look and see if you see any grass stains in front

of that body?
A Grass stains?

Q Yeah, grass stains?

A It’s difficult to tell with this photograph, there were a




o

-

-

e

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

198

20

21

22

23

24

25

417

number of stains.

Q How about 1f you look at the pants themselves?

A Okay.

Q Do you want rubber glbves?

A No.

Q Tell me 1f you see any.

A On the front?

Q Front of or back, if you see any grass stains?

A There are a number of stains. I can’t identify them as

being grasg or not.

Q Bloodstains, would you agree?
A Well,‘I don’t know. I see a number of stains.

0 Do you see anything that would be similar to a grass
stain, sir? |

A Again, it’s difficult to say.

Q I know it’s difficult.

A Maybe this area, I can’t tell.

Q Let me ask this question. Do you see anything that
appears to you clearly to be a grass stain?

A No, it doesg not.

Q This is her shirt?

A That'’s correct.

Q Do you want rubber gloves?
A No.

Q Anything that appéars to be a grass stain on that object,
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clearly to be a grass stain?

A This would appear clearly in my mind to be green or grass

like in nature.

Q That would be a mold that’é grown since?

A I don’t know about mold.

Q You didn’t have it analyzed for a grasgs stain?

A No.

Q This has been setting for what, 5 years? How many years

has i1t been?

A A little over 5 years.

Q Five and a half years.

Looking at what’s been marked by the Prosecution as -- do

you know what they go from?
MR. ROSENBAUM: A through U.
Q Did you take a look at them?

A Yes, sir, I looked through them all.

.Q Those depict the interior of Floyd Epps’ apartment?

A As we saw that on August, -- excuse me, September 1lst of
1991.

Q On August 8th you found the apartment to be unoccupied

and in an orderly fashion, right?

A Yes, sir.

Q And you were primarily interested in evidence of a
physical confrontation or other physical evidence on this

date?
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A Not in Floyd Epps’ apartment on that date, no, sir.
0 Did you bring that up in your report, on Page 34, that is
what you were primarily interested in? Page 34, third
paragraph, did you write the following, this officer was
primarily interested in signs of a physical confrontation or
other evidence that led itself to the course of the
investigation as it existed as of the date and time. Did you
write that?
A Yes, sir, I did.
0 And now you say you looked it up that day before you

left, right, is that what you’re saying?

A On August 8th?

Q On August 8th, ves.

A Yes.

Q You didn’t leave an officer there, right?

A No, we did not.

Q You didn’t have a key?

A No.

Q And I asked you previously about when you thought it was

practical to conclude that a crime scene, right, do you recall

that?
A Yes, sir, I did.
Q Page 291 of Benson Davig, did you say the following: "It

seemed practical to go back to the apartment they both shared

and at least at that point secure it." Is that what you
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testified to?

A Yesg, sir.

o) That was a practical conclusion, based upon the death
occurring between the people that knew each other and being so

close to each other, is that right?

A That’s correct.

Q Now, you heard me interrogate or question Gina Dalton?
A Yes.

Q And you heard me ask her if she made certain statements

to you, is that correct?

A Yes, sir.
Q Do you want to turn to that relevant portion of her
report --
MR. ROSENBAUM: Objection, Your Honor.
THE COURT: Overruled.
A Do you have the page number?
Q Do you need a page?
A Page 187
0 Yes. You talked to her when, sir, so the Ladies and

Gentlemen of the Jury know?

A I'm going to review my report real quick. August 12th of
1991.
Q Okay. Before we move on to that, you would agree that

this apartment was secured from the time that you saw it on

August 8th until whenever you surrendered control of it, past
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September 18th, right?

A To the best of
0 So to the best
later, right?

A On the 9th.

0 So at the most
most?

A Approximately,

my knowledge it was secured.

of your knowledge it was re-keyed a day

it was not secured for 24 hours, at the

yes.

0 Right. But the only problem that presents, would you

agree, sir, it was known as kind of a flop house?

A There were a number of people that probably used the

apartment.

Q That presentgs a problem as far as contamination, correct?

A It could.

0 Right. And you didn’t deem it wise to leave an officer

there after having been inside looking for signs of physical

confrontation, you didn’t deem it wise to put a cruiser

outside and secure it for the night?

A In hindsight T

should have done that.

Q Right. We’ll move on then.

You heard Miss

A Yes.

Dalton testify?

Q And I asked her if she told you that John Edwards told

her at the bar, I'm talking at the bar on the 7th and 8th of

August, 1in the morning?
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A Yes, sir.
Q If John Edwards told her on that night that he planned to
go to New York that weekend, that he had plans to do that?

THE COURT: One of the juror’s wife broke her
arm and they are at the hospital now, so we are going to take
a recess until tomorrow morning at 9 o’clock.

Remember the admonishments not to discuss this case.
Stand recessed until -tomorrow.

(Thereupon, Court was recessed.)
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(Hearing resumed Friday, April 4, 1997, with all parties
and their Counsel present.)
(Within the presence of the Jury.)
THE COURT: Mr. Duff.

CONTINUED CROSS-EXAMINATION OF GENO TALIANO

BY MR. DUFF:

Q Detective, I think when we left off yesterday we were
talking about a Gina Dalton, is that correct, sir, do you have

your report, sir?

A It’s at the table, but I recall the conversgsation.

Q Let’s get your report. I think it was Page 17 or 187

A 18.

0 You heard Gina Dalton testify, sir?

A Yeg, sir.

Q And you have heard me ask her if she had told you cexrtain

things, is that true?

A Yes, sir.

Q Did she tell you that John Edwards had told her at
Charlie’s Bar on the night of the 7th and morning of the 8th
that he intended to go to New York that weekend?

A Yes.

Q And she also told you that they engaged in general
conversation at Charlie’s Bar, right?

A Yes, sir.

Q She never indicated to you that John Edwards left
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Charlie’s Bar at any time, did she, per your report?

A Yes.

Q Yes, that’s correct?

A That’s correct.

Q Detective, yesterday when I was asking you some questions

it came out you had testified on 3 previous occasions in the
course of these trials, is that correct?

A That’s correct.

ﬁQ In fact, it was 4 different trials, you testified in the

Lenworth Edwards’ trial?

A I don’t believe that trial got to the point where I would
have testified, to the best of my recollection.

Q That’s how you recall it?

A At this time, yes. Let me hand you a copy of the

transcript of that trial.

Q Barry Motsch was the lawyer in that first case?
A Yeg, I believe.
) It indicates you were called by the Prosecutor, is that

correct, last witnesg?

A Yes, I was on the witness list.

Q You testified -- let’s go through it then.

A I'm sorry.

Q Let’s go through it. So you did testify at trial?

A Like I said, at this point I don’'t recall testifying at

the first trial, but 1f I did --
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Q Well we can look it up. Do you want to see your
testimony?
A Yes.
0 Mr. Rosenbaum: "Would you state your name, please," he

asked you. The date of the transcript is on the first page
right there on that page?

A Yes, you're right.

0 You testified in that trial?

A Yes, I did.

0 12/17/91, you testified, right?
A That's correct.
Q That’s Lenworth Edwards’ first trial, is that correct,

and Lenworth then had a second trial, March of 7927

A I'm not certain of the date. It would be about that
time.

0 Precisely March 10th of 92, would you agree with that
A Yes, sir.

0 You tesgtified in that one?

A Yes, I did.

0 You testified in the trial of, is that Lenworth Edward

second trial.

Now, you also testified in the trial of Benson Davig,
that right?
A Yes, sir.

Q That was September 19th of ‘947

14

?

SI

is
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A Yes, sir.

o) And you testified in the trial of Alfred Cleveland?

A I did.
Q That wag January 23rd of’967?
A Yeg, sir.

0 All right. So this would be your fifth time you have
testified in regard to what you did in this case?

A That’s correct.

Q You would agree in no prior trial testimony or police
records did you mention this problem with the rain?

A That’s correct.

0 On that video it would be a fair statement to say, the
video the Jury heard there is no discussion of hurrying this
up because of the rain?

A I don’t recall it being on the tape.

Q Now, let’s talk about the physical evidence. You claim,
do you not, gir, that the leaf somehow corroborates BB's,
Avery’s story, is that correct?

A I believe I testified it was consistent with the
information he had provided us.

0 All right. The leaf itself, right?

A That’s'correct.

Q And the information you had, and you have held that
belief and opinion as to that leaf for I guess it would be

fair to say at least since his deposition in September of ‘91,
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A Since September 11th of ‘91, when I first interviewed Mr.
Avery, Jr.

Q That you felt this leaf corroborated his story?

That it was congistent with what it was, that’s correct.

N

Q Well, corroborated, would you agree with that?
A

Okay.
Q Now, since September 11th you felt that?
A Yes, sir.
0 Now, where is that leaf? Do you have the photo of the

leaf, sire

A Do I have it?

Q Maybe you can help me go through these, I’11 take some of
that stuff out of your way.

A Here it 1is.

0 All right. And you felt it was, it éorroborated his
story because he indicated that the body was dragged at Floyd
Epps’ apartment?

A From Floyd Epps’ apartment, that’s correct.

Q And that corroboration was again verified by his story of
September 20th when he talked to you and the other police
officers, correct?

A That’s correct.

Q That was corroborated by his story he gave in his

deposition?
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A Correct.

Q That story was you took him to Lenworth Edwards’ trial,
that’s the story you were operating on?

A That’s correct.

Q That’s the story where he says Al Monday, we’re talking
testimony of ’91 at Lenworth’s first trial, that’s the story
where he said he came back to his apartment and said, we

knocked the junkie off, right?

A That's correct.
Q And that’s the story where he gaid he was never behind
the plaza?

A That'’'s right.

0 If this leaf corroborates that story, this leaf had to
come about at Floyd Epps’ apartment because that is the theory
you were operating under?

A I was.

Q But you would agree, there was no mention of the plaza at
this time, right, behind the plaza?

A That’s correct.

Q You would agree those leaves where Marsha’ body was found
look similar to that leaf?

A Similar.

Q But your corroboration theory was solely based on the
dragging of the body at Epps’ apartment, because that’s all

you knew at that point?
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A That’s correct.

0 So it’s clear that at that time up until his story when
he was in jail, up until that point that leaf under the theory
you were operating under, had to come from the dragging of the
body at Epps’ apartmeﬁt?

A Had to?

Q Is that correct?

A I should qualify, it could have.

Q That’'s all you knew?

A That’s correct.

Q You were not told of any dragging of the body behind the
plaza because he said he was not there?

A It was consistent.

Q Under the theory of the story you were told at the time,

it had to be from the dragging at Epps’ apartment, is that

true?
A Yes.
Q Because you were not aware of him being behind the

plaza? Of Mr. Avery, Jr. being behind the plaza?

A That’s correct.

Q The only dragging you know of was behind Epps’ apartment,
because you didn’t know he was behind the plaza?

A That's correct.

0 So it could not have, it had to be, it’s 100 percent,

there’s no other way?
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A Okay, ves.
Q Now, let’s talk about this table leg. You believe that

ig physical evidence, that’s more physical evidence in this

.case, 1s that right?

A That’s correct.

Q You do agree, would you not, sir, that Avery never told
you that during the fight at that apartment a table leg was
broken off the table?

A That’s correct.

0 And you do not know, do you, sir, of your bwn personal
knowledge whether Avery had been in that apartment before

August 8th?

A That’s correct.

Q Is that correct?

A Yes, sir.

Q Or he had been there when it wasgs unsecured for at least

the 24 hours?
A That’s correct.

Q Let’s assume, going back to the leaf, let’s assume that

leaf, let’s assume for purpose of this question that leaf came

from one of the bushes behind the plaza, all right?

A Okay.

Q Let'’s assume that, let’s assume the state of your

knowledge being the theory you were operating under in

Lenworth’s first trial, if you agree that came from there that
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would not corroborate this story?

A If those were the facts, if this leaf had come from
behind the plaza, that would not have corroborated His story.
0 At all?

A That’s correct.

Q Broken table leg. You don’t know when it was broken, 1is
that correct?

A That’s correct.

0 And you don’t know if Avery had access to that apartment
prior to the State?

A That’s right.

0 All right. Now, the other physical piece of evidence I
think is the bloody nose, is.that right?

A The jacket.

Q The coat with the combination of the blood?

A That’s correct.

0 And let’s put coat and blood, is that fair?

A Yes.

Q And I think, I'm not sure, did you get possession of that

August 13th or August 18th?

A 18th, August, from Delphenia Guice.

0 And you told the jury that information was not public
knowledge that you got that.coat?

A That’s correct.

0 You heard Delphenia Guice’s testimony, that she talked
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with her friends about whether she should turn these clothes
in, did you hear that?

A Yes, I did.

0 And you heard her testimony that she told her friends she
turned clothes in and they might have blood on them?

A Yes.
0 You never instructed her on that tape not to tell anybody
about that coat?

A No.

Q You would agree, in the community, of these projects
we're talking about, a lot of the people know each other?

A That’s correct.

0 Bagically if you live in that area of the projects you're

going to know just about everyone?

A I can’t testify to that.

Q You have previously said it’s a close knit community?

A People know each other in that community, that’s right.

Q You don’t know who Delphenia Guice told about that bloody
jacket?

A No, I don't.

Q And you don’t know if Avery heard about it that way?
A I don’'t know that.
Q You told someone else about the bloody jacket before

Avery gave his story? Did you tell someone else?

A Other than a police officer?
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0 Someone not 1in law enforcement. You told someocne else
you had this bloody jacket? First we know Delphenia Guice
knew about it, and anyone she told would know about it, and
anyone they told knew about it?
A That’s right.
o) This ig confidential police information?
A That’s right.
Q Would there be anyone else that might know about this

blood and this jacket?

A No, gir.
0 How about Lenworth Edwards?
A During the interview of Lenworth Edwards --

0 When was that, the 18th of August? 1I’11l get you the

date. Would you know the date?

A You will have to refresh my memory. I talked to him on 2
occasions.

Q I'1l get it for you, sir. You would agree he knew about
ite

A During the interview with Counsel.

0 That interview took place August 21, 19917

A Yes, sir.

Q Is that correct?

A If those are the facts, that'’s correct.

Q I have a transcript of that tape, if you want to look at
it. |
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A August 21, 1991.
0 Before you ever met with Avery, right?
A That’s correct.
0 Now, you told him in that statement that, I got a bloody
jacket that was yours, and there’s blood on it.

Well, Page 3, sir, bottom of Page 3, you told him the
following, "We obtained some physical evidence, one of which
is a blue jean jacket that belongs to you, being worn by you."

Next page, "On that blue jean jacket there’s something we
thought was blood spots." This is before it went to the lab?
A That’s correct.

0 You told him that you had this jacket and there was blood
on it, is that correct?

A Yes.

Q So it’s not confidential information you’re telling

Lenworth Edwards?

A That wag part of the interview.

Q He’s not a law enforcement agent?

A That’s correct.

Q And he was put up in jail after this conversation?
A Right.

0 And it's possible he could have told some people that you
were trying to implicate him because of this jacket?

A That’'s possible.

Q You don’t know who he told?




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

25

A No.

Q He remained in City Jail, he could have told several
people?

A He could have.

Q You would agree then that the coat and blood is not

confidential police information, right? Delphenia Guice and
Lenworth knew about it, right?

A Yes.

Q So any prior testimony, without going back to it, that
you gave in all these others’ trial, this was confidential
police information no one knew about, could be inaccurate, not
a lie, just inaccurate?

A Okay, ves.

) Now, I think we have talked about all of the physical
evidence you claim corroborates Avery, right, the leaf, the
table leg and coat and blood?

A That’s correct.

Q That’s it?

A Physical evidence?

Q Yes.

A Correct.

0 Some of these questions I believe I asked. We were

looking at photos, the photos that I had marked, before the

adjournment, do you have those, sir?

We can agree -- let me ask you this, it occurred to me
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that we talked yesterday about you turning the tape off when
it came to the discussion of money.

A Yes.

Q Why did you do that? Why did you turn the tape off when

you talked about money with Avery? Could you tell us?

A I honestly don’t know. I don’t recall why I would have
done that.

Q No reason for that?

A No, there must have been a reason.

0 I would like to know the reason.

A Like I say, I don’'t recall.

Q Could you think of a reason you didn’t want anybody to
know about the money discussion?

A The interview I conducted with William Avery, Jr. at this
time, with regard to the information he was able to provide,
the reward money that was going to be made available to him
was separate and apart from this, it had nothing to do with
the facts of the case.

Q Not in his and his father’s mind, they wanted the money,
right?

A The father wanted the money.

Q You heard Avery say he wanted the money. He said it in
the trial with Lenworth Edwards, he said I did it because I
wanted the money?

A I'm sure he wanted the money.
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Q His father was the motivating force. They were
literally, Avery, Sr. and Junior, attached at the hip. They

were like a negotiating team?

A Well, his father, Senior, did the negotiating.
Q Like an agent for someone?
A Like an agent? No, Junior was along for the ride.

Avery’s motivation was self-motivation, he wanted the money.
0 This would be, you would want a record of that? If you
would have kept the tape going we would have known about that,
ig that right?

A That's right.

0 So all discussion you had with Avery, Jr. and Senior

about money was off the record?

A Yes.

0 And we can agree no blood was found in that apartment,
right?

A There wag none found by the lab technician, that's
correct.

Q And can you tell me, tell the Jury why after you had
these alleged statements by Avery, and you felt that you had
this stuff that corroborated it, why didn’'t you try to
corroborate it by luminoling that apartment to see if any
blood was covered up?

A In 1991 I wasn’t aware of that process and it wasn’t

available to us.
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Q The luminol process wasn’t available until ‘917

A No, I wasn’'t aware of it.

Q You weren’t aware it was available?

A What I did do was contact the Bureau of Criminal
Investigation to do the science. I relied on their knowledge

and capacity to do the science.

Q Did you tell them there might be blood and to look for
that?.

P\ I wanted -- I indicated I wanted them to look for trace
evidence.

0 Answer my guestion. My question was, did you say to
them, there might have been blood there and it might have been

cleaned up, is there any test you can. do to determine that?

Did you ask them that, yes or no?

A

Q

years you had not heard of the luminol process?

A I said in 1991 I was not aware of that process, that’s
correct.

o) That process has been around a long, long time, has it
not, sir?

A I don’t know how long it’s been around.

Q All right. Let’s look at the apartment photos. Can you
take them out, sir, those apartment photog?

A These are the photographs of Epps’ apartment taken by

438

Not for luminol testing, no.

Is it your testimony as a detective for all of these
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Det. Sgt. Resendez on September 1, 1991.

o) At that point you got Avery’s story, right?
A On September 1lst, that’s correct.
0 Well, going back to luminol, real quick, if you weren't

aware of that you were aware from Avery’s story that her body

might have been dragged over a large amount of grass, right?

A That’s correct.

Q And you were aware of grass stains in ‘91, were you not?
yiy That’s correct.

Q Did you ask that the lab test for grass stains?

A Specifically, no.
Q All right. Now we were talking about the photographs.
Could I see those, sir? There’s a stain appears on what is
that number?
A It looks like 15-C. I don’t know what that is.

MR. DUFF: Is that what that is, sir?

MR. ROSENBAUM: Yes. 15-C.

Q There’s a stain on the bed of Marsha Blakely ~- Floyd
Epps’ bed?
A There’s an apparent stain on the mattress of the bed in

Floyd Epps’ apartment.

Q Was 1t tested for anything?

A It was one of the items we asked the Crime Lab to test.
Q You got your submission sheet, sir?

A Yes.
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Did you -- was that on the submission sheet? Did you cut

that out and send it to the 1lab?

A

Q

A

Did I cut it out? No.
Did you ask they test it?

We requested they test any and all spots that appeared to

be of evidentiary value that appeared in Floyd Epps’

apartment.

Q Does it indicate anywhere in your report that you said
that?

A The lab technician apparently did not feel it was
something he needed.to test. I relied on his scientific
ability.

Q It looks to me -- it might have been blood?

A I can’t tell from the photograph, that’s what we

suspected it could be.

Q

A O A ©

10

e

15~-F appears to be some kind of stain on a heat register?
That’s correct.

Did you test that?

We asked that be evaluated by the lab technician.

You got your submission sheet?

It wasn’'t submitted.

Did you detach it and take it to the lab?

No, we did not.

Is that removable?

It can be.
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o} Where 1s that test now?

A I don’t know.

Q Can you show in your report where that is?

A The only thing covered in my report is that we asked a

person from BCI to come and evaluate the crime scene. We
asked him, and photographed all these items you have in your

hand, we asked to see if there was some evidentiary value, and

we asked them to process it.

o) It was your investigation?
A That’s correct.
Q Did you ask those tests were done, did you make sure they

were done because you were the man in charge?
A I did not remove them.
0 I'm asking, did you see to it they were tested as the man

in charge, did you take the responsibility to see these things

were done?

A The only way, I have explained it to you several times,
Mr. Duff.
Q Only in the way you gave a general thing, to examine the

apartment for evidence?

A No, it wasn’t general. We photographéd and pointed out
these things to the lab technician that came from the Bureau
of Criminal Identification. We relied on his ability to
determine whether or not there was some evidentiary value.

v

Beyond that my answer i1s not going to change.
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Who was in charge of the investigation?
I was the head of the investigation.
Did you see these things got done?

To my mind, yes, and in the fashion I just explained to

You have no proof to show these things were tested?
Only in the manner -- I explained it several times.

Do you have anything to prove these things got analyzed

by the lab? Yes or no?

No.

And this is the apartment that you noted when you were

there on August 8th to be in an orderly fashion, right?

A

Q
that’
A

Q
that
A

Q
that,
A

Q
that

A

That’s correct.
And there was no signs of physical confrontation, because
g what you are looking for?

I think in my report I said it was in an orderly fashion.
And you were looking for confrontation at the time of
report?
No, I wasn’t.
Why don’t you look at your report and see if it says

Page 34, Detective?
No, what I was looking for --

Page 24, Detective, 34, Detective. Page 34. Do you have
page?

Yes, sir.
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Q I'll read it to you. Your testimony today is that vyou
weren’t looking for physical confrontation, is that right,
signs of that, is that your testimony?

A Well, it --

Q I want to know that. Is that your testimony today?
A No.
Q You wrote, the officer was primarily interested in signs

of a physical confrontation or other physical evidence that
lent itself to the course of investigation as it existed at
that date in time?

A That’s right, because at that point --

Q Okay, you didn’t know when it happened, you were looking
to see if there might have been a fight there, right? You
haven’t talked to Avery yet?

A That’s right.

Q And you went there August 8th, the day they were found,
and you wrote it appeared to be orderly and no signs of a

physical confrontation?

A I said I was looking for signs of physical
confrontation.
Q If vou would have found something, you would have

written it down?
A Yes.
Q So it’'s fair to say you found none?

A On that date.
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Q This i1s the place that'’s unsecured for a minimum of 6
hours?

A That’s correct.

0 Or a maximum of 247

A Could have been approkimately . Unsecured.

0 Thank you, we’ll move on.

Avery told you Marsha, in all of the different statements

that you got from Avery, he told you Marsha was screaming

throughout this alleged attack, she was screaming?

A

Q

Q

I don’t recall, I would have to refer to a report.
How about the deposition when he said she was screaming?
I don’t recall.
Page 36. You were at the deposition?
MR. ROSENBAUM: Your Honor, I object.
THE COURT: Overruled.

You were there when the question was asked, "It’s also

yvour testimony, while this beating was going on all that

Marsha Blakely did was scream?" You heard that, you were

there?

A I was at the deposition.

Q You heard that now?

A If those are the facts, vyes.

Q You would agree that the description given to you by

Avery, these guys all had black clothes on?

A

I recall dark.
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A Possibly. I recall the dark clothing.

Q This isn’t dark, you would agree?
A No, it’s not.
0 Now, you went, you took a statement from John Edwards,

did you not?

A Yes.

Q And that was January 3, 1994, is that correct?
A I don’'t recall the date.

Q That would be the approximate date?

A Yes, sgir.

Q Tell us where that statement was taken?

A I believe Columbia, South Carolina.

Q What kind of facility --

MR. ROSENBAUM: May we approach?
(Out of the hearing of the Jury.)

MR. ROSENBAUM: He can’t offer this.

MR. DUFF: I'm not offering the statement, I’'m
asking what he said, not what he said, what Geno said.

MR. ROSENBAUM: What would be the relevance of
that?

MR. DUFF: I think they are relevant to hear
what he said.

MR. ROSENBAUM: How 1is what he said to your

client relevant? If he said your client ig guilty, can I get
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that in there?

MR. DUFF: I don’t think he said that. I’11
show you the transcript.

MR. ROSENBAUM: It’'sg still illegal.

MR. DUFF: January of ‘94 --

MR. ROSENBAUM: His investigative technique is,
if that is what happened it’s no more relevant than if he
asked if he thinks he’s guilty now.

MR. DUFF: I'm asking certain things to show

bias.

MR. ROSENBAUM: Biag as to what?

MR. DUFF: There’s a new rule on that, I’1ll get
it. It’s on the 0. J. Simpson rule, it’s a new rule in Ohio,

bias of witnesses, 616.

MR. ROSENBAUM: If I understand your argument,
you are going to show his bias by saying --

MR. DUFF: No, no.

MR. ROSENBAUM: -- by charging -- by statements
he made, this detective made to John Edwards? Did I not
understand you to say you’re going to get him to say he didn’t

get it and he changed it?

MR. DUFF: I'm going to ask about certain
statements he made about people, and you had sex with the same
woman, and you, I can’t tell your kids apart, and I can’t tell

you apart. It shows bias on his part of these guys. It’s a
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MR. ROSENBAUM: It’'s effective 6/7/91.

MR. DUFF: It's a new rule as far as we’'re
concerned.

THE COURT: Let me send the Jury out.

MR. ROSENBAUM: I know there’s a proposed'rule
on this, I don’t think it’s been out, got out of the rules
committee yet.

(Within the hearing of the Jury.)

THE COURT: You are to take a short recess.

Remember not to discuss this case among yourselves.
(out of the hearing of the Jury.)

THE COURT: What rule are you saying?

MR. DUFF: 616, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Do you have any cases on that, Mr.

Duff?

MR. DUFF: Let me look at it, Your Honor. I

think, Your Honor, recent significant cases -- are you looking

at the same book, Your Honor? If you look at United States

Supreme Court, they cite impeachment of one of the witnesses
is proper notwithstanding the lack of a specific rule. That

was a 1984 case.
THE COURT: What bias are you showing with a

police officer? 1It’s inherent there’s bias when you arrest

someone? Is that what you’re saying?
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MR. DUFF: Can I have him excused when I talk
about this, not in front of him?

MR. ROSENBAUM: If I dom’'t get my representative
at my table for all legal matters, can I ask the defendant be
excused later on?

THE COURT: No, there’'s a specific rule.

MR. ROSENBAUM: 615. I'm entitled to one person
at the trial table.

THE COURT: But he’s as a witness now.

MR. ROSENBAUM: He’'s still my representative of
the State, Your Honor. I mean conceivably under this argument
I can ask the defendant be excluded.

MR. DUFF: No, you can’t, it’s his trial, it'’s
not Det. Taliano’s trial.

MR. ROSENBAUM: Unfortunately, Your Honor, the
State of Ohio is as much a part of this trial as the
defendant, and since the State of Ohio is not a person I'm
entitled to my one representative.

MR. DUFF: Judge, I don’t care if he stays or
goesg, he’'s going to get prepped on it anyway, to be honest.

THE COURT: Let’s hear it.

MR. DUFF: Page 24 of the transcript, Det.
Taliano says the following: "You all lived in the same damn
house, you all screwed the same women, got all these babies

running around Lorain, I can’t tell who they look like." It
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shows hig bias against these people from New York, that’s
what, who he’s talking about, the group of black individuals
from New York. That rule allows me to bring out his bias
against these individuals.

MR. ROSENBAUM: Your Honor, first of all we have
2 issues, one, this is always confusing in a trial with Mr.
Duff, this transcript is generated by the defense.

MR. DUFF: Orie Camillo.

MR. ROSENBAUM: Mr. Duff has already assumed if
he takes the tape to the Court Reporter, therefore, the
transcript must match the tape. He believes the Court
Reporter’s hearing or ability is infallible. I have not been
shown this transcript before. I cannot attest to its
reliability. A transcript not shown to the other side, or we
haven’t exchanged, to cross-examine a witness, this transcript
is prepared by no one who has any better hearing than anybody
alive. He thinks since he chose to have a Certified Court
Reporter transcribe his tape 1ts more accurate, it’s no more
accurate than if his secretary did it or I did it. What he’s
talking about is absolutely out of context.

If you read Page 34, and I think the Court ought to read
this, to say that what Mr. Taliano has done here is bias, is
ridiculous. In spite of that, in light of what Mr. Duff’'s
client says, to open this can of worms 1is going to be a major

mistake for Mr. Duff. Mr. Taliano’s response to some
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statements made by the defendant is appropriate and does not

show bias, and I urge the Court to read several pages

beforehand in this

interview, but I think the Court should see

through this charade because when we approached the bench it

was not to show bias, he was going to show that Det. Taliano,

and the Court has to recall this exonerates his client, which

at least they are not claiming now, and he switched that to

show bias and shows a new rule and I submit to the Court there

is a new, proposed

rule that is broader than the one cited

now, the new OJ rule, as he calls it, has not been through the

rules committee yet or subcommittee, to vote on, the entire

committee that changes the rule, and would then have to go to

the Court and then
THE
MR.
MR.
THE
MR.
THE
MR.
with Det. Taliano.
THE

read.

to the Legislature.

COURT: Where did that transcript come from?
DUFF: I'11l use the one he gave me --
ROSENBAUM: That is absolutely inaccurate.
COURT: I asked where it came from.

DUFF: Orie Camillo typea it from the tape.
COURT: What tape?

DUFF: The one he gave me of the interview

COURT: Let me see what pages you want me to

MR. ROSENBAUM: He cited Page 24. I would like

you to read a few pages before.
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THE COURT: Is there more?

MR. DUFF: Yes, there is. Let me go over this.
Mr. Rosenbaum has a great ability to tell you I switched
lawyers.

THE COURT: I could care less. I'm not
concerned about what Rosenbaum thinks about you, or you think
of Rosenbaum. I'm here to find out what the evidence is. I
don’t care about your personalities.

MR. DUFF: Judge, these gtatements I would like
to bring out, these are Det. Taliano’s statements, that I know
you, he says, you don’t have contact with crackheads.

THE COURT: Page?

MR. DUFF: Let me get the specifics, Judge.

THE COURT: Please let me know when you get
them. Let’s take a short break, when you got them hand them
to JD, he’ll bring them back. |

(Thereupon, a short_recess was held.)
(Out of the hearing of the Judge and the Jury.)

MR. DUFF: I would like to offer a transcript, a
January 3, 1994, interview between Det. Taliano and John
Edwards, the defendant.

I would like to ask Det. Taliano the followiﬁg questions,
if he made these statements. Question: "You all lived in the
same damn house, you all screwed the same damn women, got all

these babies running around Lorain" --
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I think these statements by Det. Taliano show bias under
616, and I would like to interrogate him on that, and the
Judge said to put it on the record, and I think that shows
bias.

(Hearing resumed.)

(Within the hearing of the Judge and Jury.)

THE COURT: You may be seated.

At the break discussion was held with Counsel and I
sustained the objection of the Prosecuting Attorney. It’'s my
understanding that, Mr. Duff, you have proffered?

MR. DUFF: I have.
THE COURT: Very well, we’ll continue with the
crogs-examination.

CONTINUED CROSS-EXAMINATION OF GENO TALIANO
BY MR. DUFF:

o] Now, Detective, real quickly, you testified in your

direct there was a threat of rain that day, August 8th?

A Yesgs.
Q Detective, handing you what’s been marked as Defendant’s
Exhibit I --

MR. ROSENBAUM: Can we approach the bench?
(Out of the hearing of the Jury.)
MR. ROSENBAUM: He’'s going to use the top
portion of that to prove what the weather was that day? I

don’t think it can be done.
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MR. DUFF: Why not?
THE COURT: You can’t use a prediction of rain.
MR. DUFF: That’s up to the Jury.
THE COURT: You can ask him what he thought,
and you can get another witness in, but not that.
(Within the hearing of the Jury.)
MR. DUFF: Could I have a moment, Your Honor, to
go over my notes?
THE COURT: Sure.
0 Now, Detective, about the alignment of cars behind the
plaza, do you recall discussing that with Avery?
A Yes.

Q Do we have photographs of the plaza?

A I believe so right here, sir.
Q Now you asked him how the cars were lined up, is that
correct?

A I discussed the vehicles behind the plaza with Mr. Avery.
Q Yes?

A Yes, that’gs correct.

Q What is your understanding of how the cars were lined up-?
A My understanding was there was a vehicle there prior to
his arrival.

Q Pointed in what direction?

A I believe 1t was pointed east.

0 Pointed east towards Leavitt Road?
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A If T recall correctly.

Q Go ahead, sir.

A And I believe that Alfred Cleveland arrived f£rom the east
and was headed, the vehicle that he was in was pointed west.
Q He was pointed west?
A' That’s what I believe to be the truth, yes, or believe to
be the case.

Believe to be, about what he told you?

Q
A That'’'s correct.

0 So you have 2 cars in 2 separate directions?
A If I recall correctly.

Q Are you sure about that, Detective?

A

No.

Q All right. Was there at any point in these stories, was

a third car mentioned?

A At the time that Marsha Blakely was killed behind the

plaza, not that I recall.

Q So your testimony is your recollection is these cars were

pointed in opposite directions?

A As I recall today, to the best of my recollection today

that is the case.

0 Okay. You heard Mr. Avery on cross-examination, did you
not?
A Yes.

0 And he had some problem or some difficulty recalling
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Delphenia Guice and who she wag?
A Yes.
Q But you would verify and you can establish that he told
you September 11th that Delphenia Guice’s car was involved,
right?
A That’s what I recall.

0 And you heard that on the tape I played for him?

A I did.

Q So you knew he knew Delpheﬁia Guice?

A I believe he knew her as Dianna. He used Dianna and
Delphenia.

Q But he knew Guice and he knew her car?

A That’s correct.

0 How many timeg in total did BCI come out to that
apartment?

A Floyd Epps’ apartment?
Q Yeah.
A Once.
That’s all, rightv?
A That I -- yes.
Q So i1if Det. Resendez testified on prior trials they were
out there 2 to 3 times, that would be incorrect?
A Yes, ves, 1t would be.
Q You know that John Edwards returned to Lorain on that

Sunday, it would have been what? What date would that have
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been? The 8th was a Thursday.
A I believe that would be the 11lth.
Q " You know that he got arrested on traffic qharges?
A He was arrested. I don’t recall what he was arrested for
but he was arrested.
Q . But he returned to the City of Lorain?

A He did.

Q He wasn’t arrested on anything in relation to this case?
A No, he was not.
Q Now, at any time did you request fingernail scrapings of

Marsha Blakely?

A I requested a rape kit, I assume that was inclusive.

Q That wasn’t the question. The question was, did you
request fingefnail scrapings?

A I requested a rape kit.

Q I know that. Did you request fingernail scrapings?

A Specifically, no.

Q It certainly appeared from the autopsy report this woman
had been beaten, correct?

A From the autopsy report she had suffered numerous
injuries. I don’t recall the autopsy specifically saying she
had been beaten.

Q It’s not failr to say the autopsy says she was beaten?

A I said I don’t recall that is what the autopsy says.

0 Did you ever requést a DNA analysis be done on the blood
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on that coat?

A No.
0 Now, let’s talk about this car for a moment, so we get
this straight. I want to know first, you might have to look

at your report on this, the first time you had possession of

that car was what date, sir?

A That I had possession of the vehicle?
0 You or your agency, the Lorain Police Department.
A I believe without referring to my report I believe maybe

the 13th of August when Det. Resendez and Rohner gave a visual
inspection of the vehicle on August 13th. I think on August
13th, I believe.

Q Because that car they believed might have some connection

with this case, is that why they visually inspected it?

A That’s right.

Q We can agree BCI didn’t examine it?

A That’s correct.

Q When is the next date?

A I don't recall. I know it was seen on 2 other occasions.
Q Can you look at your report and tell us the date?

A It might be difficult to find, it’s a lengthy report.

Q Maybe I can help vyou?

A Okay.

0 Page 19, can we go to that, sir?

A Okay.
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Q Page 19 you write that you have information that her

houge and car were used and they might be of evidence, is that

correct?

A Can you direct me to the specific paragraph, please?
Q Yes, I can do that. Last paragraph. I’'1ll get there,
Officer.

Okay, the second to the last paragraph, Detective, that
you had received information that the vehicle had been
utilized by someone from Queens, 1is that correct?

A That’s the second paragraph. Second paragraph, second
gentence in that paragraph?
Q That this decision to look at her car, second paragraph?

A I see it as, unless I'm missing it, I see that as the

last paragraph here.

Q Let’s go this way, Officer.

A On Page 197

Q I'm sorry, wrong page. This is Page 20.

A Okay.

Q Thig decision was based upon the fact that several

informants advised us the vehicle had been used by suspects

from Queens?

A That’s correct.

Q You had information that Guice’s car might be involved,
is that correct? Yes or no?

A Yes.
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So the car was looked at?

Yes.

And Det. Resendez, your partner in this case, was a part

of that inspection, is that correct?

A

Q

Yes.

And there was no physical evidence readily visible on
vehicle, is that right?

That’s correct.

And no scientific testg were performed, is that correct?
Not at that time, no.

Or requested?

That’s correct.

Now to move on, I’'m looking for the other times you

-examined that car. If I go to Page 48, because the pages are

numbered strangely, Detective, I’'ll come up with it.

A

b

=R ©

Q

Are you referring to October 24 and 5th?
Yes. What page is that, Detective?

Page 48.

Paragraph?

Third.

All right. So on October 24, 1991, that car was

processed again?

A

Q

No, 10/25.

Yes, processed it on the 25th. It indicates in the

report that Dan Bibby from the Lorain County Crime Lab had
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done some testing on it. The car was processed 10/25?

A That’s right.

Q And also those tests --

A It indicates here --

0 Let me ask the questions, Detective.

A Okay.

Q Now, is that the testimony, yes or no, this turned up a

lot of red carpet fibers?
A That’s correct.
Q And I take it you took that information and tried to find

out 1f the red carpet fibers were on the clothing of the

victims?

A That’s correct.

Q And that was negative?

A That’s correct.

Q There was numerous red carpet fibers found in that car?
A Yes.

Q Now, was there another time you had that car?

A I thought that was the last time, Mr. Duff, but I could

be incorrect.

Q So it’s not 3 times, you just processed the car twice?

A I believe the car was looked at sometime between the
first time Resendez and Rohner looked at it and Dan Bibby from
the Crime Lab processed it for the red carpet fibers. There

may be a time in between those 2 dates that we looked at the
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car, I don’t recall specifically what date that might be,

though.
Q So as of now, to the state of your knowledge today is

that the car was looked at for sure 2 timeg?

A It was locked at.

0 Well, it was looked at on 8/13 and again on 10/257
A I know that to be the case, that’s true.
Q Those are the only 2 we have been able to find today, is

that correct? That’s the only 2 we have been able to f£ind?
A Today, vyes.

0 You would get together between the deposition of
September of ‘91 and this first trial, you would get together

on occasion, just meet with Avery, go over his story, right?

A We had discussions between those 2 dates, that’s correct.
0 You would sit down with him and go over it?
A I don’'t recall the nature of that specific conversation.

It’s possible we did talk about it.

Q Well, you -indicated that you met him on November 18th,
Page 60, second paragraph, you contacted him, is that correct,
along with some other individuals?

A Yes.

o) All right. And you discussed the case with him, right?
A Yes, photograph identification.
Q Well, the case, 1g that correct?

A Yes.
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Q Now, going -- it’s not until Avery is in jail that he
adds another part to his story, is that correct, in January of
r927?
A Yes.
0 At that point you were disgusted with him, you wanted

nothing to do with him, is that correct, prior to changing the

story?

A I was upset over the extortion attempt of $10,000.
0 Just answer my question. Were you disgusted with him?
A Yes.

Q You wouldn’t take his calls?

A There was only one attempt that he tried to call.
Q You wouldn’t take it?

A That's correct.

Q You basically wanted nothing to do with him?

A That’s correct.

o] Now, at some point he meets with Resendez, is that

correct, Officer Resendez?

A Sometime later, Det. Resendez, yes.

Q And his story changes, is that correct?

A Yes.

Q And in an attempt to verify this latest version of his

story you went and talked to someone, did you not?

A Can you refresh my memory?

Q Charlotte Watkinsg, do you remember her?
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Yes.
Is that his girlfriend? 1Is that his girlfriend?

Okay.

And you went there this is when, January of 927
I'm not sure.

January 24th of 92, Page 71.

The pages don’t come numbered, at least at the end.
It’s Page 71. Detecti&e, does that look like this?

Yeah, we’'re on the same page.

January 24, 1992 you contacted Charlotte Watkins, did you

Yes.
That’s his girlfriend, right, one of them?
Yes.

He has a couple girlfriends, right? Patricia Gotte was

the other. Was he married to one?

A
Q
A
Q
A

Q

I don't believe he was married to either.
He had children with both or just one?
I'm uncertain.

You know he had a child with Miss Gotte?
T think he testified to the fact he did.

So you got this latest story that he claims now he’s

behind the plaza, right?

A

Q

I'm sorry, I was reading this.

You get this latest story where he says he’s behind the
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plaza?
A That’s correct.
Q And you want to try to verify that, do you not?

A Yes, vyes.
Q And he tells you, well, you can talk to my girlfriend,

Charlotte Watkins, and she’ll tell you that I said that to

her, correct?

A I don’t know that is what he said.

Q But that’s what you did?»

A I did contact her.

Q You contacted Charlotte Watkins for the purpose of seeing

if he said he was behind the plaza?
A Yes.

Q That was his girlfriend?

A Yes.
0 That was your verification of his story, that’s what you
indicate?

A That was part of it.

o) That’s how you said you verified, you talked to his
girlfriend?

A Yes, ﬁhat’s one of the things I did, that’s correct.

0 Do you know if he was in contact with her while he was at

the jail, contacting her, telling her what to tell you?
A No, I do not.

Q You had no physicél evidence or anything to verify this
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latest version of hisg at that point, did you? Nothing new?

A Just the consistency of the wounds of the victim --

Q Just answer my question.

A The answer is yves.

Q Let me ask the question again. You had no new physical

evidence ag of June 4, 19927 You had been through the leaf,
table and nosebleed, true?

A That’s correct.

Q You had no physical evidence to verify this latest,

additional version of his story?

A It just corroborated the physical evidence we had.
o) Just answer my question. Did you have anything new?
A New? No.

MR. DUFF: If I could just have a moment, Your

Honor, I think I’'m almost done.

0 Well, there is something, Detective, do you have the
deposition?

A No.

0 Do you recall -- this isn’t the deposition?

A I don’t know which deposition you’re referring to.

0 No, I"1ll find it.

MR. DUFF: If I can have one second, Your
Honor. I got it. ©Page 33, Mr. Prosecutor.
Q You recall, Page 33, you recall Mr. Avery being

asked, "Has anything been promised to you in return for your
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testimony?™"

Do you recall that testimony?

A Which context?

0 The deposition.

A Yes.

0 And the answer was no?

A That’s what I see.

Q That’s what Avery said, correct?

A That’s correct.

0 Now, that’s not completely accurate, is it? You had

discussed money with him and his dad?

A That'’s correct.

Q And that wasn’t brought out in the deposgition?

A I'm not sure it was.

Q Not by Mr. Avery?

A I don’t recall the entire context of the deposition.. If
the facts present itself as such in the deposition, that would
be true.

Q The Prosecutor subsequently brings out this guy is being
paid, is that correct?

A If those are the facts, coxrect.

Q It wasn’t Avery who said that, it was the Prosegutor who
brought that out later?

A I don’t recall.

MR. DUFF: I don’t have anything else, Your
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Honor.
THE COURT: Mr. Rosenbaum.
MR. ROSENBAUM: Thank you.
REDIRECT EXAMINATION OF GENO TALIANO
BY MRT ROSENBAUM:
Q I would like to redirect your attention to the transcript

of events provided of your interview with Lenworth Edwards

concerning the jacket on Pages 54 and 5. Will you examine
that?

A Yes, sir.

0 Can you tell the Court and Jury where in there that you

disclose whose blood is on the jacket?

A Where I disclosed it?

o) Right.
A Nowhere.
0 Did you know the results of the blood tests at that time?

A No, eir, I did not.

Q Does that specifically show that?

A Yes, sir.

0 Who provides you with information as to whose blood is on
the jacket?

A Lenworth Edwards.

Q Did you believe him at the time?

A Yes, sir, I did.

Q Was it later confirmed by the Crime Lab?
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A Yes, 1t was.
Q What you revealed to Lenworth was you had his jacket, and

he told you whose blood was on it?

A Yeg, that'’'s correct, he said it was his blood.

0 You revealed to him what he already knew?

A That’s correct.

Q What is the significance of that jacket without the
blood?

A Without the blood?

Q Right .

A None.

Q And without whose blood it is?

A It would be of no significance.

0 What did he have JR tell you about that jacket?

A I don't recall him mentioning any jacket at all.

Q What you have here is a police informant, according to

the defense who is motivated by money and just wants to tell
you what he heard on the street -- |

MR. DUFF: Object.

THE COURT: Overruled.
Q -- but forgot to mention the jacket when he’s enticing you
to pay him?
A That’s correct, he never mentioned the jacket.
0 What did William Avery, Jr. tell you about the Floyd

Epps’ homicide?
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A He couldn’t offer any information about it.
Q So this same informant who is out to scam you as best he
can, who is out to get a reward for 2 homicides, forgets to
tell you or makes up a story about one of the victims?

MR. DUFF: Object, these aren’'t guestions.

THE COURT: Overruled.
A He never provided any information about Epps’ homicide.
Q What did he tell you about Marsha Blakely’s throat being
slashed, about reading about the multiple stab wounds in the
paper?
A He never told me he ever observed anybody slashing her
throat. The only information provided, when he went to the
back of the Westgate Plaza in the early morning hours with
Cleveland, he saw a person drag her and put her between 2 cars
and he could no longer see her when they put her to the
pavement, and this individual, who he identified as Justice,
wag motioning several times with an object, and he ran from
the area.
0 He never said he went like this?
A No, he did not.
Q He forgot to tell you about the jacket and about Floyd
Epps’ demise, forgot to mention that her throat was slashed,
is that correct?

MR. DUFF: Objection.

THE COURT: If you would, Mr. Rosenbaum, you're
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A Yes, that’s correct.

Q Thank you.

470

Now, Mr. Duff asked you about what Gina Dalton told you?

A That'’'s correct.

0 Do you, on Page 19 of your report, actually write down a

quote what she told you the defendant asked her to do?

A Yes, I did.

Q Would you read that for the Court and Jury, please?

A Quotations -- \
MR. DUFF: Line? Where at? Paragraph?
MR. ROSENBAUM: Top of the page.

A "You know that I couldn’t have done it, I was in New

York. You’ll tell them that, won’t you? Would you vouch for

me?"
0 and she refused to do that, correct?

A Yes, she did.

Q Now, sir, I would like to hand you State’s Exhibits,
2-L and 2-M and ask you to look at them, please.

A Yes, sir.

Q Do those photographs truly and accurately depict the
scene they represent?

A Yes, sir, they do.

Q Do you know who they were taken by?

A Det. 8gt. Resendez.

2-K,
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Q Were you there?
A Yes, I was.

MR. ROSENBAUM: At this time, Your Honor, I
would like to move the admission of the pictures. I thought
we had an agreement.

MR. DUFF: Okay, vyeah, I don’'t have a problem
with that.

THE COURT: They will be admitted.

THEREUPON, STATE'S EXHIBITS 2, 2-A, B, C, D,

E, F, G, H, J, X, L, AND M, PHOTOGRAPHS,

WERE OFFERED AND ADMITTED INTO EVIDENCE,

AND BECAME A PART OF THE RECORD HEREIN.
Q Would you describe State’s Exhibit 2-K for the Juxry?
A State’s Exhibit 2-K is the view of Marsha Blakely from
above and to her left or south, slightly.
0 It’s a view of her body, depicting the clothing she was
wearing as well?
A Yes, it does.
Q State’s Exhibit 2-L?
A State’s Exhibit 2-L is a photograph, a 33 millimetexr of
Marsha Blakely’s left elbow.
Q And does it show any injuries to hex?
A Yes, sir, it does.
Q What kind of injuries?
A

A laceration and scrape marks, bruises, abrasions.
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Q And State’s Exhibit 2-M?
A State’s Exhibit 2-M is a 33 millimeter photograph of
Marsha Blakely’s left foot, and it depicts scrape marks and
abrasions to the big toe area.
Q Those sgcrape marks and abrasions were testified to by Dr.

Thomas, were they not, as consistent with dragging?

A Yes, sir.
Q And you have also --
MR. DUFF: Objection.
THE COURT: Overruled.
Q And you have also previously identified Marsha's

clothing, have you not?

A Yes, sir, I have.

0 Handing you State’s Exhibits 13 and 14.

A Yes, sir.

Q When you were being asked questions about the leaf and

whether or not you had anything tb add that corroborates
William Avery, Jr.’'s statement about Marsha being dragged, you
did have other evidence begides the leaf, did you not?

A Yes, sir.

Q Did those photographs and the clothing corroborate she
was being dragged as the Coroner testified?

A State’s Exhibit 2-M and 2-L would corroborate that.

0 And would the clothing?

A And 2-K, tears to the jeans that Marsha is wearing,
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specifically in this photograph would be the left knee area,
they are torn quite noticeably.

O And?
A Alsoc the shirt, at the waist in the front, which would be
here to right side is also noticeably torn in this particular
photograph.
Q And does the clothing contain things that have been
referred to by defense as signs.of gravel, dirt, mud or grass?
A There are a number of stains on the clothing that shows
they are quite soiled both with blood and --

MR. DUFF: Object.

THE COURT: Overrule.
Q You reviewed the clothing yourself?
A That’s right.
Q And the Jury will have them.

Is there mud on the back of her pants?

A There’s a large dark stain, that could possibly be.
0 And you say the pants were ripped?

A Yes, at the left knee area.

Q You were asked to identify a stain you thought was a

grass stain?

A Yes.
0 And you did so?
A It appeared to be.

Q And the stain was identified as grass mold?
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A That’s correct.

Q Did you submit this clothing, the items of clothing to

BCI for trace evidence?

A Yes, sir, specifically for blood and later for red carpet
fibers.
Q I would like to hand you what’s been marked as State’s

Exhibit 16 and ask you to look at that, please. Can you
identify that for the Court and Jury?

A State’s Exhibit 16 is the findings from the Bureau of
Criminal Identification and Analysis dated December 2, 1991,
and it says the examination of debris removed from the
clothing of both victims failed to identify blood and red
carpet fibers.

Q Is that the report you submitted along with the fibers
from the car?

A That’s correct.

Q Is it a true and accurate report kept in the ordinary
course of business of the Bureau of Criminal Identification?
A Yes, sir, it appears to be.

Q Now, can you tell the Court and Jury on August 13th when
Delphenia Guice'’s car was first viewed by Detectives Resendez
and Rohner, what significance did the car have at that time?
A During the course of our investigation, as I indicated,
we had interviewed numerous people, and during the course of

that, those interviews, more than one person had suggested
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that Delphenia Guice’s car may have been used during or at
some part of the homicide of Marsha Blakely, so Detectives
Resendez and Rohner went to her and got permission, signed

permission to view the car.

Q Other than that, did you know that was the car?
A No.
Q Do you know to this day --

MR. DUFF: Object.
THE COURT: Overruled.
0 -- which car was used?
A No, sir, we do not.
MR. DUFF: Object, he doesn’t know which car.
THE COURT: Overruled.
Q Were you able to find that out?
MR. DUFF: Object.
THE COURT: Overruled.
A No, sir, we have not.
0 Before you are some photographs marked as State’s
Exhibits 15. Have you previously looked at those with the
defense?
A I did.
Q Do they truly and accurately depict the scenes they
represent?
A Yes, they do.

0 Who took those?
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A Det. Resgendez.
MR. ROSENBAUM: I would, ask their admission.
THE COURT: Mxr., Duff?
MR. DUFF: I would have no objection.
THE COURT: Be admitted.
STATE’S EXHIBITS 15, 15-A, B, C, D, E, F,
G, H, I, J, K, L, M, N, O, P, O, R, S, T
AND U, PHOTOGRAPHS, WERE OFFERED AND
ADMITTED INTO EVIDENCE, AND BECAME A PART
OF THE RECORD HEREOQF.
o) Explain to the Jury what you were trying to do and why
you were there taking them?
A After the September 11, 1991 interview with William
Avery, Jr., that’s when that apartment took on such great
significance to us, and the Bureau of Criminal Identification,
and Det. Resgendez and I went back to the apartment we secured
on that night and wanted it photographed and checked for any
evidence that would be pertinent in our investigation, and we
wanted the photographs of the apartment, and that is, in fact,
what we did.
Q Now, you were looking for what has been referred to as
trace evidence throughout this trial?

A Yes.

0 Was it your attempt to gather as much of that as possible

when you realized the significance of the apartment?
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A Yes.
Q Did you feel you were qualified to do that on your own?
A No.

Q What did you do as a result of that?

A Contacted the Bureau of Criminal Identification and asked
if they would send out a lab technician and assist us in doing
that.

Q Despite your inexperience at that time, did you find
things that looked like blood?

A Yes.

Q Did you think it was blood?

A It appeared to be blood.

0 Did you have photographs taken, in hopes it was blood?

A That’s correct.

Q What happened?
A The lab technician discounted it as being blood.

MR. DUFF: Object to what he did and what he
thought.

THE COURT: Overruled.
A The lab technician thought --

THE COURT: You can’t say what the lab
technician thought.
Q Were you informed by that lab technician that your
suspicions were wrong?

MR. DUFF: Object.
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Q Did you document the photographs anywhere, way,

document what you thought was blood, in any event?

A Yes, we did.

Q Explain the significance of 15-A, please.

A That’s an --

Q Put those glasses on. The next one is a B?
a b That’'s a U. That’s a C.

MR. DUFF: Your Honor.

A I‘'m sorry, your question?
0 Please explain the significance of 15-A.
A 15-A, 1it’s a photograph partially included in that

478

photograph of that apartment while Det. Resendez was taking

photographs, it’s a reflection of me in the mirror.

0 To document you were there?

A Yes.

Q 15-B, please?

A It’s a photograph of me using a measuring tape measuring

the distance between a stain on the wall to some reference

point, I‘m not sure what that reference point was by this.

Q To document the location of the stain?
A Yes.

Q  What did you suspect that stain to be?
A Blood.

Q It appeared to you to be blood?
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A That’s correct.
Q 15-C, please?
A It’s an overhead photograph of the mattress in Floyd

Epps’ apartment where there’s a large stain that I thought
could possibly be a bloodstain.

Q 15-D, I think.

A Yes, sir, it’s another photograph of a stain on that same

mattress, which we suspected at that time possibly could be

blood.
Q Did the position of the mattress become significant in
any way?
A Yes it did. During the interview of BB, William Avery,

Jr., he indicated during the struggle the mattress had been
turned slightly off the frame when Marsha Blakely was being
assaulted by the assailants, in fact, in one of these

photographs it was depicted as such.

Q "I think the next is E?

A E, it’s another photograph of me, reflected in the mirror
in the Floyd Epps’-- I believe in his bathroom.

Q F?

A It’s a stain on the top of a register, heater, and

there’s a gtain there, and I'm measuring the size of that
gstain with a measuring tape. We believed that stain to be
blood at the time.

Q G?
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A That’s a view of the same register, same stain. I’'m not
included in the picture at that time.
Q H?
A 15-H, State’s Exhibit, there’s a stain that I’'m measuring
with a tape, from the floor to the stain. 1It’s on the wall.

Again, the stain we believed at that time could possibly be

blood.
Q 17
A It’s a photograph of a red stain on one of the walls of

Floyd Epps’ apartment which we thought could possibly be

blood.
Q J?
A J is another photograph, it appears to be a photograph of

the same stain from the previous photograph, but this time
there’s a measuring tape also depicted, and that stain.

Q - K?

A It’s a photograph of a wall with numerous stains red in

color or maroon in color, what we thought could possibly be

blood.

Q L?

A Another photograph of a wall, red stain, believed to be
blood.

Q M?

A Another stain. I believe at this time there’s a

measuring tape, that’s my hand, I recognize my wedding rin
g
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with the measuring tape.

Q N?

A I’'m on O.

0 Could we do N, it might be out of order?

A It’s out of order. Yes, 15-N i1s a photograph of the

kitchen table in Floyd Epps’ apartment.
Q 0?
A 15-0 is a photograph of Floyd Epps’ apartment looking
from the back of the apartment towards the front. Included in
that photograph is the kitchen table.
Q b
A It's a photograph, 15-P is a photograph from the front of
the apartment towards the back. Inclusive in that photograph
ig the mattress which is pulled away and off the bed frame.
0 P 1s consistent with what?

MR. DUFF: Objection, asked and answered.

THE COURT: Overruled.
A Consistent with the 9/11/91 interview of William Avery,
Jr., which he stated during the assault of Marsha Blakely that
the bed mattress was pulled away pa?tially from the frame of
the bed.
Q Q7
A The photograph of the kitchen table in Floyd Epps’
apartment, and inclusive of that is one of the table legs

which is detached and below that kitchen table. The kitchen
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table is leaned up against one of the wallg.
Q R?
A Another view of the Floyd Epps’ apartment, which would be
from the south end of the apartment looking east, the kitchen
area, and inclusive again is the kitchen table with the
missing table leg.
Q S?
A A photograph of Floyd Epps’ apartment looking from the
back of the apartment or east to west, and it depicts the
front door, a chalr and a couple of cushions, one cushion is
out of the normal position on the chair, and a second cushion
is leaned up against a front window against the drapes in
Floyd Epps’ apartment.
Q T?
A A photograph of Floyd Eppsg’ apartment inclusive of which
is the kitchen table and the mattress which is pulled away and
partially off the bed of Floyd Epps’ apartment, and also the
cushion which is leaned up against the front west window,
against the curtains.
Q u?
A A photograph of the kitchen table in Floyd Epps’

apartment with the leg detached and below the kitchen table.

Q v?
A The kitchen table is leaning up against the kitchen wall,
a wall.
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Q Mr. Duff asked you on cross-examination about processing
the scene where the body was found, Marsha Blakely’s body?

A That’s correct.
Q And you briefly touched upon direct that some photographs

were taken of the tire print?

A That'’s correct.
Q What was the purpose of taking those?
A The tire imprints or marks that we found at the crime

scene were both on the east and west of Marsha’s body. The
access road that runs behind the plaza runs from east to west
starting at Leavitt Road, and there was a large accumulation
of blood that ran from Marsha’s body, most of which came from
the area of the head, and ran in a southerly direction. The
reason for that was the roadway or access roadway was graded
from north to south so that was the flow the blood had also
taken, and there were tire imprints that appeared to be blood
imprints that had passed through the blood or near Marsha
Blakely’s body, so we wanted those photographs analyzed if we
could.

0 Were the photographs taken in a manner if the wvehicle was

found a comparison could be made?

A Yes, sir.
Q Did you ever find a vehicle to compare to those
photographs?

A No, we did not.
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vehicle, to go to a source to find what information could be

garnered from the actual reproduction of the tread

photographically?
A I'm sorry?
Q Did you consult with someone about the tire marks to see

if you could develop that lead?
A That wag done by Sgt. Resendez and Traffic Commissioner
Les George.
o) Who did they consult with?
A Lt. Howard of the Ohio State Patrol in Columbus.
Q Was he able to provide any other insight or leads that
could be followed?
MR. DUFF: Object, he didn’t talk to him.
THE COURT: Overruled.
A No, he could not.
Q In your experience, does screaming in the projects always
provoke a response?
MR. DUFF: Object, he doesn’'t live there.
THE COURT: Overruled. If he knows.
A No, it does not.
Q Have you attempted to go to the projects and interview
neighbors that should have heard screams?
A That'’s correct.

MR. DUFF: Objection.
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THE COURT: Overruled.
Q What response do you meet with often?

MR. DUFF: Objection.

THE COURT: Are vyou talking about this case?

MR. ROSENBAUM: I'm talking about in general,
Your Honor.

MR. DUFF: Object.

THE COURT: Sustained.
Q Is it your experience that sometimes people in the close
knit community of the projects don’t always come forward to

cooperate with law enforcement when someone is hurt or

injured?

MR. DUFF: Object.

THE COURT: Sustained.
Q Now, Mr. Duff asked you about Mr. Edwards leaving town
right the next -- that morning, the day her body was found,
correct?
A Actually I recall him asking if he returned on Sunday,
the 1lth.
Q So when did Mr. Edwards leave?

A August 8, 1991. It would have been Thursday afternoon or

early morning.
Q And he came back?
A ‘I know he was back on the 11th, Sunday .

THE COURT: Which Edwards are we talking
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about?
A I'm sorry, the defendant.
MR. DUFF: John Edwards.
THE COURT: There’s a Lenworth also.
A John Austin Edwards. I know, at least on the 11th of

August, that would have been a Sunday, he would be back in the
City of Lorain because he was arrested.
0 Was there an attempt to locate him in the City of Lorain?
A Yes.
0 Did that fail?
A Yes, it did.
Q And for how long a period of time was he gone from the
City of Lorain?

MR. DUFF: Object.

THE COURT: Overruled.

MR. DUFF: Beyond the scope, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Overruled.
A He was gone for a significant period of time. We made
attempts to locate Mr. John Austin Edwards, and the other
group that had left Lorain in the City of New York. I was in
contact on numerous occasions with the Norfolk, Virginia
Special Task Force because in the course of my investigation
we had learned that the people we wanted to talk to and had
indictments for in Marsha Blakely’s murder were in that area.

I also had a conversation with a police agency in South
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Carolina who had information --

MR. DUFF: Object.

THE COURT: Sustained, not regponsgive.
Q How long was he gone for before you could bring him back
to Lorain?

MR. DUFF: Object, he was locked up, Judge.

THE COURT: Overruled.
Q Let me put it to you this way, how long a period of time
was it no one could find him before he got locked up?

MR. McNAMEE: Object, he doesn’t know.

THE COURT: Overruled.
A He was gone for maybe over a year. He was arrested in
South Carolina, and then inadvertentiy released.

MR. DUFF: Object, he doesn’t know this, Judge.

THE COURT: Overruled.
A He was inadvertently released by mistake by that agency
and re-arrested on a separation occasion again in the area of
South Carolina, that was I think sometime just before January
of 94 when then Det. Capta;n Rivera and I went to South

Carolina to interview him.

Q Are fingernail scrapings a standard part of a rape kit
analysis?
A Yes.
Q Did you request a rape kit be performed on the body of

Marsha Blakely?
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A Yes, silr, I did.

MR. DUFF: Can we approach?

THE COURT: Sure.

(Out of the hearing of the Jury.)

MR. DUFF: I specifically asked him what methods
he used to verify BR’s truthfulness or untruthfulness, and the
one method he talked about was the leaf.

MR. ROSENBAUM: No, No, Charlotte Watkins --

MR. DUFF: But now he brought this up. I
realize it’s an area --

THE COURT: Let’s leave it alone.

MR. ROSENBAUM: Can I ask him did he use other
methods besides Charlotte Watkins to verify in that specific--

THE COURT: No.

MR; ROSENBAUM: He created the impression that’s
all we did.

THE COURT: No.

MR. ROSENBAUM: I can instruct him not to say
anything about her or other methods.

THE COURT: No, you may not.

(Within the hearing of the Jury.)
Q Now, Mr. Duff asked you, if you had at one time, he asked
if you had any new evidence that corroborated what William
Avery, Jr. told you.

MR. DUFF: Object, that wasn’t the gquestion, new
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physical evidence.
THE COURT: Overruled.
Q Okay? And your response was you did not. Do you have

any new non-physical evidence that was brought to Court today

- that might be deemed by the Jury to corroborate what William

Avery, Jr. had to say?

A Non-physical evidence?
0 Yegs.
A The mass exodus of the defendant --

MR. DUFF: Object.

THE COURT: I'm going to sustain. The Jury is to
disregard.
0 How about the exodus of Mr. John Austin Edwards that you
previously described?

| MR. DUFF: Object.

THE COURT: Sustained.
Q Did the 2 exhibits I placed before you corroborate in
some way the motive that William Avery, Jr. intimated by the
interrogatories as to where’s my shit at, or tﬁese people
would kill --

MR. DUFF: Object.

THE COURT: He has the indictment in and
conviction in, so it would be overruled.

MR. ROSENBAUM: Right but it’s for a limited

purpose. My purpose would be motive.
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THE COURT: Right.

Do those deocuments corroborate the motive that William

Avery, Jr. implied in his statement to you?

A

Q

A

Q

Yes.
And those exhibits are State’s Exhibits?
State’s Exhibits 11 and 12.

Do the stab wounds, the small puncture wounds to Marsha

Blakely’s neck in some way corroborate Mr. Avery’s statement?

A

Q

MR. DUFF: Object.
THE COURT: Overruled.

Yes.

Does the lack of sexual assault corroborate his statement

in some way?

MR. DUFF: Object, thig is his opinion.
THE COURT: I’1ll sustain.

MR. DUFF: He asked the question if you had any

corroboration.

Q

MR. ROSENBAUM: I asked physical evidence.

Do you have any nonphysical evidence that we may have

that corroborates his statement?

MR. DUFF: Object.
THE COURT:. Sustained.

MR. DUFF: And he sustained the previous

objection.

Q

Have you previously testified that the statement of the
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other people as well as the defendant, or just say the other
people that Avery, Jr. implicated that corroborates his

position on this.

MR. DUFF: Object, what he testified to before--
THE COURT: You brought up quite a bit of it in

your examination, so I’'1ll overrule. He may answer.

A If I could have the guestion again.

Q Mr. Avery, Jr. indicated he was implicated with other
people? |

A Correct.

Q Did you have occasion to interview the other people?
A Yes.

0 Who are they?
A Alfred Cleveland, known as Al Monday; and JR; Benson
Davis and Lenworth Edwards, who is known as Will.
@) Do any of their statements add credence to what William
Avery, Jr. told you?

MR. DUFF: Objection, it’s his opinion.

THE COURT: I'm golng to sustain that
objection, they are going to testify.

MR. ROSENBAUM: I have no other questions, Your
Honor.

THE COURT: Mr. Duff.

RECROSS-~-EXAMINATION OF GENO TALIANO

BY MR. DUFF:
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0 Detective, on initial redirect I think you testified, do
yvou have that transcript of your conversation with Lenworth

Edwards with you, up there, behind you, sir?

A Yes.

Q The Prosecutor asked you to look to Pages 4 and 57

A Pages 4 and 5, vyes.

0 You testified, listen to me, Detective, I want to get

this precise, vyou testified, as I recall, that you didn’t tell
Lenworth Edwards that you found his blood on the jacket.

Isn’'t that what you said, Detective? Do you hear my question?

A Yes.
0 Could you respond, please, sir? Did you testify to that

earlier?
A Yes, I did.
Q You just told this Jury that it wasn’t you who told

Lenworth Edwards that his blood was on that jacket, right?

A On this date?
Q Yes, at that interview.
A That’s what I said, ves.
0 Let’s go to Pages 4 and 5. Page 4, Line 3, "On that blue

jean jacket there were some, what we thought at the time were
blood spots, we weren’t real sure. So Det. Resendez and I
transported that item and some other things to the Bureau of
Criminal Identification and that lab technician verified ves,

that it was human blood on that jacket, and that’s why we
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So you did tell him that?
A Yes, I misspoke.
Q So you were wrong, is that right? And the Prosecutor was
wrong, is that right?
A Yes, 1t does appear so.

0 Let’s talk about this mattress BB told you about on
September 11th. Have you listened to that tape recently?

A Not recently, no.

0 When was the last time, 4, 5 years ago?
A I don’t recall.
Q You are not going to tell this jury as you look at them

BB mentioned the mattress as being moved?
A I would have to review the tape.
Q So any statement by you -- let me say this, BB's
statement of September 11th, you asked the condition of the
apartment and he says it was messed up, throwed up everywhere,
bed messed up, chairs turned over, per you, you asked him, he
said yeah, everything was turned over. Is that what was said
about the apartment?
A If that's_the facts related to the interview, yes.

THE COURT: Mr. Duff, who is BB?

MR. DUFF: William Avery.

THE COURT: The Jury probably didn’t know, so

you let them know.
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Q William Avery, Jr., never let you know, when you

tegtified on direct, that the bed was askew?

A I would have to review the tape.

Q Do you want to listen to it, or will you accept the
notes?

A I would have to listen to the tape for accuracy, I don’t

know your notes are accurate.

THE COURT: With that we are going to recesg.
Be back at 1 o’clock. Remember the admonishment not to
discuss the case, or let anyone discuss it with vyou.

(Thereupon, the luncheon recess was held.)
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(Hearing resumed after lunchebn r60ﬁ$8{? IIZIﬁHe§8
3

(Out of the presence of the Jury.)

; i QLERK OF 00RO PLEA
MR. McNAMEE: Judge, I had aq'problem“_ ééte‘r‘
‘ oin APBELLATE DISTRIET

S
after we dismissed the Jﬁry at lunthtime., abont_l2-meem """

Myself, Mr. Duff, Gerald Milcarek and Mr. Rosenbaum were
still ih the Courtroom here. There was some discussion about
the morning testimony. To make a long story short, eventually
Mr. Rosenbaum got around to me and told me that he hates me
and he hates everything about me, and I'm an asshole. And
then went on to say that he’s going to get me some day. And I
asked him, "Are you threatening me, Jon?"

And he said, "Yeah, you’re going to lose one of your
licenses, your medical or law license for what you’re doing in
this room here. And there was a variety of things that went
on 1like that for.it must have been a good 5 to 10 minutes,
those are at least some that occur to me right now, and the
ones that are germane to this.

What I do believe what Mr. Rosenbaum is trying to do is
intimidate me, perhaps deprive my client of the benefit of
counsel, and, furthermore, is threatening my professional
career, and I do want that on the record, and whatever action
you think would be indicated by that, I would appreciate it.

THE COURT: I heard none of this, and I
suggest, I'm glad you at least put it on the record. 1It’s

possible it could be prosecutorial misconduct that could lead
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to appeal. I would suggest that perhaps you make a formal
complaint to the County Bar Association, if in fact this is
true, and they should be the appropriate body to do that, and
I would suggest you do that, Mr. McNamee.
MR. McNAMEE: Thank vyou, Judge.
MR. ROSENBAUM: I agree with you, this is not

the time or place for that. His rendition is inaccurate. I
will admit to the Court I predicted he’ll lose one or both of
his licenses from what I’'ve seen, it does not necessarily have
to do with this trial. I have received information from many
people, some in this Courtroom, about both of his licenses.

There was a heated discussion going back and forth with
both of us. It come after his client threatened my physical
existence for probably the second or third time that day.
This did not stop at any time. It came after Mr. Duff
insulted Mr. Taliano’s ethnic background, and what went on in
this Courtroom had nothing to do with thisg trial and he’s
attempting to make it out that way. That is incorrect. I do
predict, unfortunately, from what I have seen from him of his
legal and ethical problems, for one thing, he started on me
and accused my past witnesses of being liars in other trials.
I really don’t have to endure that. I just want for the
record to deny it, and 1if he can prove it let him make his

complaint, I told him that, if he thinks he can prove this

then let him do that.
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THE COURT: That’s fine, let’s get on with this

trial.

(Within the presence of the Jury.)
THE COURT: Mr. Duff.
MR. DUFF: Thank you, Your Honor.

CONTINUED CROSS-EXAMINATION OF GINO TALIANO

BY MR. DUFF:

Q

Detective, I think when we left off we were talking about

the statement of 9/11 of Mr. Avery, 1s that correct?

Yes.

You will agree, Exhibits 15-N, 15-P and 15-T depict the
is that correct?

That'’s correct.

Does it appear to you, when looking at 15-P, that

mattress ig too large for the frame?

A

I see it, that the mattress is off to one side, I don’t

know if it fits or doesn’t fitvthe frame.

Q

A

Q

It doesn’t appear it doesn’t fit the frame?
No, it’s off to a sharp-- I don’'t know if it fits.

15-N, deoes it appear to be on the frame there, in that

photograph there?

A It’s difficult to say, I can see the -- I can’'t see the
frame. I can see the mattress.

Q It’s up against the wall?

A Relatively close.
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Q It’'s against the wall up at the head?
A As best I can see.
MR. DUFF: I can show these to the Jury, right,
Judge?
THE COURT: Yeah, they’ve been admitted.
0 All right. Now we were talking about the tape and what
Mr. Avery told you, we found this spot.
Why don’t we just play it rather than argue about it?
MR. ROSENBAUM: Objection.
MR. DUFF: It’s a two second thing.
Q We found that spot, didn’'t we?
A Yes, we did.
) Shall I wait until it’s done, Your Honor?
THE COURT: It’s your pleasure.

(A portion of the tape is played.)

Q That’s the part, is it not?
A Yes.
0 And he says that the bed is on the frame where it’'s

supposgsed to be in that photograph, is it not, in the
photographs the Jury has, the two I showed you; the bed is on
the frame?

A Ag best that I can tell from that photograph.

Q All right. We’ll move on. That’s the same condition it
was in when you saw it on that date when you described it as

being in an orderly fashion, you had it secured since then?
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A It was secured on the 8th in the afternoon.

0 That'’'s when you described it in an orxderly fashion?
A Yes.

Q Now, you said the victim’s, the photographs of the

victim’s body, the tear in the jean pants leg?

A Yes.

Q You don’t know when that tear occurred, correct?

A No, I don’t.

Q And it’s true people wear jeans today, they can buy jeans
with tears in them in that location?

A They can.

!

Q So you are not saying that is physical evidence to you of

dragging, are you, that tear in that location?

A Just that it’s consistent with that.

Q It could be consistent with that, how they were bought,
right?

A That’s also true.

0 That rip is in the knee of the pants, correct?

A It’s at the knee area, the left sgide, correct.

Q State’s Exhibit 16, do you have that, it was a lab
report, Mr. Rosenbaum gave it to you on redirect, this one,
what we are talking about, examination of debris. Are we
talking about the red carpet fibers?

A That’s correct.

Q So that’s just requesting analysis of the red carpet
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fibers, it’s not requesting getting stains, mud, dirt, that

kind of debrig?

A Thig is just for the red carpet.
Q Debrigs means red carpet fibers?
A That would be one of the type debris we were looking for

obviously, in this particular submission that is what it

requesped.

Q The debris in there, you’'re looking for red carpet
fibers?

A That'’s cérrect.

Q You’re not looking for grass stains or mud stains or
anything?

A That’s correct.

Q Now, you testified about things having significance to

you, that car that you had on 8/13/91, you felt, and we went
over your report, we don’t have to do it again, but you felt
that might have some connection to this case?

A That’'s correct.

Q And despite that knowledge you didn’t have the lab look

at that?
A At that time that'’s correct.
Q And the same thing with the apartment that we went over

your report and discussed that area, you were looking for
signs of a physical confrontation?

A Yes.
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Q And you thought there might be some evidence on that in

there?

Correct.

A
0 And you found none on 8/11°?
A That’s correct.

Q

And this same apartment you felt somehow -- I’11l take
that back, withdraw that.
Now, you’re not saying you are an inexperienced police

officer, are you, sir?

A No.

Q You have much experience, do you not?

A I've been a police officer for 19 and a half years.
Q That’s a lot.

A It seems like it.

Q You have seen a lot?

A Yes, sir.

Q All this stuff, all of these photographs you thought
might be blood, the point is you never found any blood in that
apartment, did you?

A That’s correct.

Q All right. Now you heard, Detective, the Prosecutor ask
you about the treads and that?

A Yes.

Q 'The BCI, we heard on the video, BCI, somebody said gégh

the Crime Lab out here. Did BCI come out behind that plaza on
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that day?

A

Q

A .

Q

No, they did not.

Did BCI ever pay a visit behind that plaza?

No.

But you heard the video where some police officer said

let’s get the Crime Lab out herev?

A

Q
A

@

>

Lorain County Crime Lab.

They never came out?

Yes.

They did come ouﬁ?

Yes.

Lorain County Crime Lab came out?
That’s correct.

Did they do the lifts on the prints?

They photographed and did some other analyses, I don’t

recall. They photographed and enlarged it is what I recall.

Q

When you got the Guice vehicle on 8/13/91, did you

compare these prints with the tires on her car?

A

I can’t testify on the 13th that happened, but, in fact,

at some point I recall checking the tire prints that we had

available to us by photograph with the Guice wvehicle.

Q

A

Q

And they did not match?
No, they did not.

So this would indicate that Avery’s story about the Guice

vehicle being involved is somewhat inconsistent with what
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happened?

A That’s correct.
Q = Now, when you got the rape kit analysis, did you say

where’s the fingernail scrapings in this case?

A I don’t recall asking that, no.

Q You know they weren’t done, right?
A If it’s not in the lab report then it was not done.
Q Do you know from your conversation there’s talk about Mr.

Edwards’ whereabouts, you know on that Wednesday, that
Wednesday evening, the 7th, he had indicated to Gina Dalton

that he had plans to leave the area to go see his dentist?

A According to Gina Dalton.

Q You would agree she has no interest in this case?

A Yes, sir.

Q An impartial third party person, no reason to lie?

A Not that I'm aware of.

Q So his frip to New York would be consistent with what he

told Gina Dalton?

A Yes.
Q In fact, he came back Sunday?
A At least he was in the City of Lorain, I’m not sure when

he came back.
0 The Prosecutor asked you about a quotation mark, Page 19,
that you put something in quotes. You put in gquotes the

following statement that Gina Dalton gave you?
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A Yes, I see it.
0 "You knew I couldn’t have done it, I was in New York. You
would tell them that, wouldn’t you?"

Well, if he believed -- you don’t know when Mr. Edwards
believed the murders occurred, do you?
A No.
Q If he believed the murders occurred on Thursday, Friday
or Saturday while he was in New York, that would be an

accurate statement by Mr. Edwards, would it not?

A Accurate?
Q Well, he was in New York Thursday, Friday and Saturday?
A I don’t know where he was at. I know he was in Lorain

Wednesday night, Thursday morning, Sunday evening, sometime on

Sunday .
Q You got a phone bill from Gina Dalton, didn’t you?
A No, we never received that.

Q You heard her testify she got calls?

A Yes.

Q You don't doubt her story?

A I have no reason to.

Q Let’s assume Mr. Edwards was mistaken about the night of
the murder. He believed that occurred while he was in New

York. That statement would be consgistent with that, would it

not?

A If those were the facts, then this statement would be
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consistent with that.

o) And Gina Dalton was not a friend of John Edwards, right,

from your investigation?

A I only know that they knew each other.

Q He was trying to get a date with her or something?

A According to Gina Dalton, that’s true.

Q She wag upset, in fact, that she got dragged into this?
A I don’t know if she was upset or not.

Q You would agree she wouldn;t lie for John Edwards, you

have no reason to believe that?
A I wouldn’t know.
MR. DUFF: No further questions.
THE COURT: Mr. Rosenbaum?
MR. ROSENBAUM: I have no questions.
THE COURT: Any{questions from the members of
the Jury?
Thank you, you’re free to step down.
THE COURT: Mr. Rosenbaum?
(Out of the hearing of the Jury.)
MR. ROSENBAUM: I would like to tender my
exhibits.
MR. DUFF: We have motions.
(Within the hearing of the Jury.)

THE COURT: The State of Ohio has rested its

case. We’ll send the Jury out, we’ll go over the exhibits and
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any motions. We shouldn’t be out long. Remember the
admonishment not to discuss this case among yourselves.

(Out of the presence of the Jury.)

THE COURT: Any problems with any of the
exhibits that he’s had? Some of them have already been
admitted. Mr. Duff?

MR. DUFF: I don’t have a list of them, Your
Honor. I don’t have any problem, I think.

THE COURT: Exhibit 1 is the autopsy report.

MR. DUFF: No problem.

THE COURT: Admitted. 2-A through J have been
admitted, with the exception of 2-1I.

MR. DUFF: That’'s fine.

THE COURT: 8-A through D. Was there an 8-C?

MR. ROSENBAUM: No 8-C, Your Honor.

THE COURT: And 8-D through G, the photo scenes
of the body.

MR. DUFF: No problem.

THE COURT: Exhibit 10 is the video of the
crime scene. 3 1g the blood. 4 is blood. 5 is blood of
Floyd Epps.

MR. DUFF: No problems.

THE COURT: 6 is the jacket.

MR. DUFF: No problem.

THE COURT: 11 is the indictment. 12 is
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convictions.
MR. DUFF: No problem if the Court gives
limiting instructions.
THE COURT: 7 is the BCI report.
MR. DUFF: Which one?
THE COURT: I don’t know, the BCI report.
MR. ROSENBAUM: That’s the original report
pertaining to the blood on the jacket.
MR. DUFF: No problem.
THE COURT.: Exhibit 13 is the jeans.
MR. DUFF: Marsha Blakely’s trousers? No
problem.
THE COURT: 14 is the shirt.
MR. DUFF: No problem.
THE COURT: 15-A through U has been admitted.
And 16, BCI report.
MR. DUFF: No problem.
THE COURT: Mr. Rosenbaum, I don’t think we
have a 9.
MR. ROSENBAUM: That’s a number at a different
trial, and I'm trying to keep the same numbers.
THE COURT: Okay. They will all be admitted.
THEREUPON, STATE’'S EXHIBITS 1, 2, 2-A, B, C, D, E, F, G,
H, and J, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 8-A, B, and D, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14,

15-A THRU U, AND 16, WERE OFFERED AND ADMITTED INTO EVIDENCE
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AND BECAME A PART OF THE RECORD HEREIN.
MR. DUFF: Judge, I think I would make my 29
motion at this time. I would ask the Court to grant us a
motion for judgment of acquittal based on the insufficiency of
the evidence.
"THE COURT: That will be denied.
MR. DUFF: Thank you, Your Honor.
THE COURT: Anything else?
MR. DUFF: We are ready to proceed.
THE COURT: Anything from counsel?
MR. ROSENBAUM: I have nothing.
I didn’t hear you say 6. But the jacket is in?
THE COURT: Yeah. 6 was the jacket, that was
in.
_(Within the presence of the Jury.)
THE COURT: And, Mr. Duff, your first witness,
please.

MR. DUFF: Mr. Dehus, I think Attorney McNamee

is getting him.
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JR — Wiiliam Avery jr.
SR — William Avery sr.
DE - Detective

UID — Unidentified party

DE:

JR:
DE:
JR:

DE:
JR:

DE:
SR:

DE:
JR:

DE:
JR:

DE:
JR:

DE:
JR:

DE:
JR:

DE:
JR:

DE:
JR:

DE:

..is Wednesday, September 11, 1991, tlme is 08:50 hours, Detective
Captaln Rivera, Detective Sargent Tanano with Williarn Avery jr. and
William Avery, Sr., Lorain Police Dept. Detec’uve (inaudible) interview
room, um, mister, the two Averys, have lndlcated that, there may be some
information that they're, that they have that would assist this department
in the investigation in the aggravated murders of Floyd Epsen and Marcia
Blake. And you voluntarily come in fo talk to us, is that right?

Right.

Ok. Um, what do you want me to call you, do they call you, do you want
me to call you BB, do you want me to cali|Bill, William?
Either one of them is fine.

Well, ok, how about if | call you William?
Ok.

Ok. And I'll call you Mr. Avery.
Alright.

Alright. Ok, why don't we start from the beglnnlng and I'll iet you just tell
me in your own words what information you might have, ok? (Inaudible)
Yeah. :

Ok.
Well, the way it started | owe Al some money.

Al?
Al Monday.

Al Monday. Do you know what Al Monday’s real name is?
No.

We're talking about, a Jamaica Queens, Al Monday.
Yeah.

New York.
From New York.

Right. Ok, you owed him some money?
Uh huh.

How come?

Vi
1 q vie g A
A
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JR:  Drugs.

DE: Ok.
JR: And so, he wanted me to, he wanted me to mess somebody up for him,

cause Shakim had a messed, came up short when he went to connect.
And so, | went along with him cause [ owed him. And so, when we got
over to the apartment...

DE: Which apartment?
JR: Flo’s apariment.

DE: On Sunset Boulevard there?
JR:  Yeah.

DE: Ok
JR:  One of the projects.

DE: When you say we, whose we?
JR:  Me, Al, Shakim, JR, William and another dude | don’t know him.

DE: And was he also from New York, this other person?
JR:  Yeah, ali of them was from there.

DE: Ok, so you went over there to Floyd’'s apartment on Sunset. Ok, what
happened when you got there?
JR:  Well, we walked in, it was, there wasn’t nobody there but Marcia.

DE: Ok.
JR: So...

DE: Do you remember what she was wearing that night?
JR:  Not quite, | think she had on some blue j jeans, | don’t quite remember
what kind of shirt she had on.

DE: Ok. Ok, so you walk, was the place locked up or was it open, all there,
door open, howd you get in?
JR: Idon't know.

DE: Howd you get into the apartment right?
JR: Ithink they busted in, |, | don’t really know.

DE: Well, you were with them weren'’t you?
JR:  No, one of them was already there.

DE: Who was already there?
JR:  The one | didn't know.
DE: He was in there with Marcia?
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JR:
DE:
JR;

DE:
JR:

DE:

JR:

DE:

JR:

DE:

JR:

DE:

JR:

DE:

JR:

DE:

JR:

DE:

JR:

DE:

JR:

DE:
JR:

DE:

JR:

Yeah.
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And he was the only one with Marcia inside the apartment when you got

there?
He was ail alone, him and Marcia.

Ok. So, when you got in there, what happened‘?

He said this is the one | want you to mess

up. ! want you to mess her up

bad. And | told him that 'm not messing \}wth her, because | know her and
| grew up with her, | did in the projects. And then Shakim said “Well she

knows, she knows, and they started beatin

Whose they?
Shakim, JR and William.

g on her.

You say William, is that Al Monday's younger brother?

There supposed to be, that's what | heard!

Yeah. So who else? Shakim and JR?
And that other dude, [ didn’t know him.

Did he hit her also?
Who AIl?

No, the, the...
Yeah, the other guy hit her foo.

Ah, ok. So we have AI Wlll Shakim, JR a
Marcia, right?
Al didn't put his hands on her.

nd this unknown guy beating up

Ok. Um, when you say, how were they beating, with their hands or...

With their hands.

Uh huh, what was she doing?
Fighting back.

Uh huh, why was she fighting back, how w
Scratching, whatever she could do.

Uh huh.
Until they knocked her out. They carried h
the last | seen of her.

as she fighting back? .

er out of there. And, that v\i:«as
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DE:

JR:

DE:
JR:

DE:

JR:

DE:

JR:

Sounds as if looking at map

DE:

JR:

DE:

JR:

DE:

JR:

DE:

JR:

DE:

JR:

DE:

JR:

DE:
JR:

DE:

JR:

DE:
JR:

Ok, so they knocked her out and they carrled her off. Um, what were they
asking? While they were hitting her, were they asking her anything?
They, uh, wasn't nobody saying nothing but Shakim. “Where’s my shit at?
What'd you do with it?", and um, she wasn 't saying nothing, just fighting.
And they knocked her out and they drug her up out of there, and they
went their way and | went to the house. And 1.

Let me, when they, when they drug her out, they drug her out to where?
Did they go out the front door, the back door?
They took her out the back.

Back door? (inaudible)
I don’t know which is the front or the back|man.

Well ok, the front door would face Sunset |Boulevard.
No, 23" door.

They took her out the 23" Street door?
That, that back door man, | think that's the back.

Uh huh. Ok, well, did anybody stay in the |apartment after they took her
out?
No, ain’t nobody in the apartment.

Was the apartment messed up at all?
Yeah, it was messed up.

Well how was it messed up?
Everything's thrown everywhere.

Uh huh. Like what? | mean just can you describe what you saw.
Ok, ok, so like Floyd’s bed there, that was|all messed up.

Uh huh.
To the, the bed was over on this side. Like when you walk through the

door...

Ok.
As soon as walk through the door, you see a bed over here...

Uh huh.
A table right there.

Uh huh.
Ok. Everything was just messed up in there.

4
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DE:

JR:

DE:

JR:

DE:

JR:

DE:

JR:

DE:

JR:

DE:

JR:

DE:

JR:

DE:

JR:

DE:

JR:

DE:

JR:

DE:

JR:

DE:

JR:

DE:

JR:

DE:

JR:

DE:

And, chairs turned over? The table...
Everything turned, they was fighting there!

Yeah. Was she screaming or anything?
Yeah she was screaming.
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Ok. Did anybedy, did you see anybody with a knife?

No, | didn't see nobody with a knife.

Uh huh. Ok, which, how'd you guys, where did you leave from to get to

her house, where you guys all at?
In the projects.

Where? On the other side, over there by the strip?

Yeah, cause...

(inaudible)
Cause Shakim had just came from a bar.

Ok. And what time was this?
Let's see, probably, it had to be about afte

After, between midnight and one o'clock?
It was real late.

Ah, were you in the bar that night at all?
No.

r 12:00 (inaudible).

So how did you happen to hook up with these guys?

They was, he was going around collecting

Uh huh.
Alwas. Andum...

And did he come to collect from you?
Yes.

his money.

Why is it, how is it that, that they wanted, what did they want from Marcia

though, was it, how? What, what she, did
No, she found um Shakim’s sack, and his
(inaudible).

Do you know how she got a hold of it?

Uh huh. | don't know how she got a hold of it.

They didn't tell you?

she owe them something?
money. She gotaholdto a
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JR:
DE:

JR:

DE:

JR:

DE:
JR:

DE:

JR:

DE:

JR:

DE:

JR:

DE:

JR:

DE:

JR:

DE:

JR:

DE:
JR:

DE:
JR:

DE:
JR:

DE:
JR:

DE:
JR:

Nope. Far as, Patch told me.
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Where was Patch at? You mentioned Al! Will, Shakim, JR and an

unknown guy.
Patch wasn’t there.

Oh, ok. But you know who Patch is?
Yeah.

Yeah, ok.
He told me that Shakim had um, threw his
and they looking into it and stuff.

Um huh.

dope down, somebody got it

Cause, Shakim had fucked up his moneyland stuff.

Right.
That's how Marcia got his stuff.

So how did you get from the strip over to Floyd’s place?

With um, Al and them.

Did you drive over?
They had Dianne’s car.

Dianne Guice?
Yeah.

Ok. Delphina.
Yeah.

What, what kind of car she got?

That was JR’s girlfriend. It look like a Nova, it's gray, it's built like a Nova,

| don't know if it's a Nova or not.

Yeah. When you ,§°t there where did you
On the side at 23™.

On 23 Street?
Yeah.

Uh huh. Ok, and then uh, when they fook
you see what they did?
No, |...

How did they get her out the door?
They drug her.

park at?

her out the back door then, did
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DE:

JR:

DE:
JR:

DE:

JR:

DE:
JR:

DE:
JR:

DE:
JR:

DE:
JR:

DE:
JR:

DE:
JR:

DE:
JR:

DE:
JR:

DE:

JR:

Well, did they drag her by her feet, by her
out?
They drug her by her hair and one hand.

One hand?
One hand.

Who drug her out?
It was JR.

hands, how'd they drag her

Uh huh. So he's the one who drug her out, all by himself?

Yep, by himself.

Ok, and, did you see them get into the car? Guice's car?

No, | didn’t see them.

Did you hear the car start up or anything?
No, | was getting home.

Well which door did you go out?
Huh?

What door did you go out?
The same one everybody else went out.

So they're dragging her out this door and you left by the same door. OK,
um, but you didn't see where they went with her?

No.

Welt how far was the car parked from the door?

I'd say about...

Could you see it from the door?
No, (inaudible}

Did they head, did they head in the direction of the car when they drug her

out?

Yeah, they was headed, ok, this the door..

Sounds as if drawing something.

DE:
JR:

DE:

Um huh.

Ok, the, the, the sidewalk goes, ok, around to the side, so, one of the[cars

you couldn't see.

Oh there was more then one car?
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JR:  There was two cars.

DE: Where’s the other car, whose other car was that besides Guice's?
JR: |l don't know whose the others caris.

DE. Did you, well were there two car loads of guys that went over there?
JR:  Yeah.

DE: But whose car did you ride in?
JR: | rode in the other car.

DE: Not Guice's, but the other car.
JR:  Yeah, the other one.

DE: What kind of car was it?
JR: | think it was a Ford, Tempo something...

DE: What color is it?
JR: itwas a dark color.

DE: Who drove?
JR: I'mcan't remember what color. Al, | was riding with Al all the time.

DE: Ok, so who was in the car with you and Al?
JR: It was me, Al and the dude | didn’t know.

DE: Guy you didn't know. Did he ever talk to him by name or refer to him or
anything?
JR:  No.

DE: Did you ever see him before’?l
JR:  I've never seen him before in my life.

DE: Have you seen him since?
JR:  Nope, I ain’'t seen him since that night.

DE: What'd he look like?
JR: He kind of looked like JR.

DE: Uh huh.
JR:  Inaway.

DE: Yeah. And then who rode in the other car? Gucie's car?
JR:  The rest of them dudes.

DE. Who was driving Guice’s car? _
JR: I don't know who was driving, 1 wasn't there.
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DE: Was Supreme there that night? Do you know who Supreme is?
JR:  The one that got Shakim to go over there.

DE: Yeah. Was he there that night?
JR: Nah.

DE: Ok, so Supreme’s not this unknown guy, you know who Supreme is.
JR:  Yeah, | know who he is. This dude though, he was hanging with
Supreme.

DE: Uh huh.
JR:  When he first got here though.

DE: Right. Where's this dude stay, do you know?
JR: He got to be from New York.

DE: Yeah, around here who'd he hang around|with here besides Supreme?

JR: Thats it. | ain't seen him no more though! | only seen him that night, |
seen him, but, | seen him with Supreme one time, and that was it, and |
ain’t seen him no more, because they was hanging down the street over
this girl named Tamika’s house. Down from (inaudible).

DE: Uh huh. Whose hanging at Tamika’s house?
JR:  Supreme hangs down there and the other!dude, the dude that look like

JR.

DE: Yeah, we know who that guy is.
JR:  Was one time down there.

DE: All right.
JR:  And um, and Will, all three of them hang down there.

DE:  Why do you think Will and Al are brothers?
JR: That's what they say.

DE: Whose they?-
JR: AL

DE: Al said that's his brother?
JR: Al said it was his littie brother, so | thought it was his littie brother.

DE. Do you know what Will's real name is?
JR:  Uhuh.

DE: Have you ever heard of it?
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JR:

DE:
JR;

DE:
JR:

DE:
JR:

DE:

JR:

DE:

JR:

DE:

JR:

‘DE:

JR:

DE:

JR:

DE:
JR:

DE:
JR:

DE:
JR:

DE:
JR:

DE:
JR:

No, | don't know what it is.

What's Will look like?

He's about, he's short, light skinned, got short hair.

How old is he about?

I'd say he’s about, to me he looks like he's about 18, 19.

Ok. If | showed you a picture, would you recognize him?

Yeah.

Ok. So, when they uh, drug her out of the house, you say it was JR
pulling her out by one arm, they headed towards the direction of whose

car, were both cars parked together?
No, one car was, ok, they was...

I’'m gonna draw something here. This is 23rd ok, this is 23" street this
would be (inaudible) ok, ah, and this is Sunset ok. The place looks like
this, the apartment. Floyed lived right in this corner here.

Um huh.

Alright.

That's by the back way.

Now this is 23 and this is Sunset, tell me
parked.
Ok, this is 23",

Yes. Sunset.
This would be Sunset.

Yeah.
This Floyd's door?

Right.

where the two cars were

No, this can't be right then here. Floyd's door is over towards the end.

Floyd's is right here.
No, (Inaudible).

Igotthe (inaudible}. | gotta (inaudible). Let me do this again. Ok, thisis

W. 23 and this is Sunset, ok.
Uh huh

(Inaudible) the 24" here, ok. Now the bui
Yeah.

10

ding is like this, right. |
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DE:

JR:
DE:
JR:

DE:
JR:

DE:

JR:

DE:
JR:

DE:

JR:

DE:
JR:

DE:
JR:

DE:

JR:

DE:
JR:

DE:
JR:

DE:
JR:

DE:
JR:

DE:
JR:

Qk, Floyd's door is right here, right at the corner. You know, on the inside
corner there. Ok now, if your looking, your on Sunset, your looking, now

you walk up the sidewalk...
Uh huh.

And you go to Floyd's door right here, that's where Floyd's doors at. This

is 23"

Ok, when we came in, we came in through this way.

Ok, through the back then.
Through that door there.

Ok.
Now | ain't never went out this...

Ok. Where were the two cars parked at?
In that little dip, in the curve.

Yeah, right. Ok, were they parked together?
One was right here, and one down here.

Uh huh. Where was Guice's care at?
Right here.

Ok, and you came in the other car.

| came, yeah, [ came in that one right there. Al was driving.

That's the one Al was driving. And you don't know who was driving

Guice’s car?
JR was driving it all the time.

JR was?
Yeah, that's his girlfriend.

Well | thought Will was staying with her too.
No, JR was first.

Uh huh.
Then Will moved in there after that.

Yeah.
She went with all of them.

Uh huh.
Alright.

11
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DE: Uh huh.

JR:  We came out, me and Al, and um, the one dude got in this car. They took
me home.

DE: Ok

JR: | don’t know where they went.

DE: So Marcia got into Guice's car?
JR:  Yeah, with the other dudes, and when we went home, he dropped me off
and he said I'd get with you later.

DE: AlI?
JR:  Yeah, Al be one of them.

DE: Where do you live at?
JR: |lived on, um...

DE: Where'd he take you to?
JR:  West 20, 2140. West 2040.

DE: Oh, just around the corner there.
JR:  To the other jects.

DE: Correct.
JR:  Yeah, right around the corner.

DE: 2140 what?
JR: 2140 Loraine Drive.

DE: Oh, ok.
JR: (inaudible) 'm saying with her.

DE: Yeah, alright. So ok, which way did you go? How did you get there? Did
you go up to 23" street, up to Leaven Road?
JR:  No, we turned just like this.

DE: You made a u-turn up to the bridge?
JR: |l guess, yeah.

DE: Well where did this car go?
JR: ldon't know.

DE: Did you see them leave?
JR: | didn’t see them leave.

DE: Ok, so who, did you see them take Marcia|to that car?

12
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JR:

DE:
JR:

DE:
JR:

DE:
JR:

DE:
JR:

DE:
JR:

DE:
JR:

DE:
JR:

DE:
JR:

DE:
JR:

DE:
JR:

DE:
JR:

DE:
JR:

DE:
UID;

DE:
SR:
DE:

Yeah, they took Marcia with them.

Who took Marcia to that car?
JR.

And who else?
JR and Will, JR, Wiiliam.

Where was Shakim?
Yeah, cause Shakim with them too.

So JR, Will and Shakim.
Yeah.

Ok.
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Cause we were, there was three in this car and us three in the other car.

Ok.
The one, | didn’t know the other dude thou
and | think the next day on a trail bike with

Uh huh, ok.
But Justice wasn't there though.

Uh huh.,
He wasn’t there.

So Justice and Supreme weren't there?
No.

So we got Al, Will and Shakim and Junior,
Yeah.

Ok.
That unknown guy, he, if | seen his picture
don’t know. | ain’t never seen the guy.

(Inaudible).
If | seen his picture I'd know him.

(Inaudible) before we leave we will.
Yeah.

Go ahead, Mr. Avery, what do you have to

| remind him of things he forgot.
That's ok.

13

gh, | only seen him that night,
William.

vou and some unknown guy.

I'd think it might be Supreme, |

say to that?
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JR:
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JR:

DE:

JR:
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JR:

DE:
JR:
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JR:

DE:

JR:
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JR:

DE:

JR:

DE:

JR:

DE:

JR:

DE:

JR:

DE:

JR;
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Like uh, now you take, | can find out that‘lthey make those pills, this guy
named Monday I'm told, now, one guy told you that he did the cuttin.

Oh, Patch.
And...

Who supposedly done the cutting?
JR was supposed to have.

Patch told you JR did it? When did he tel
This was about two days after.

Did he tell you how he did it?
No, he, he ain’t goin through no details.

Uh huh, did he say how many times?
He just said that um, JR got, stabbed the

Uh huh.
Fucked her up bad.

How about Floyd? Did you hear anything
| ain’t never seen Fioyd.

He wasn't at the bar that night huh?
I think that they would have found Floyd.

Uh huh,
Cause | didn’t see Floyd.

Did you see Floyd that night at all?
No. :

| you that?

hitch.

about Floyd?

Ok, did anybody tell you anything about Floyd?

No.

Or how he came to be killed?
Ahh, | ain't heard nothin about Floyd.

Ok, did any of these guys ever indicate thalt they felt Floyd might know
where there stuff was at? Because you know Fioyd and Marcia ran in the

building.

That what happened because Marcia was staying there with him.

14
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DE: Right, but did any of those guys ever mentlon that? That they had to go
find Floyd, that they were gonna go look for him?
JR:  No.

DE: Other then they felt maybe Floyd might know where there, what were
there, were they looking for dope or were they looking for money?
JR:  They were looking for both.

DE: Ok, they weren't saying how much of either?
JR:  With Shakim it was about...

UID: How much did he say?
JR:  About, | ain't for sure how much he said, but it was a lot. Um, it was over

twenty-five hundred.

DE: Twenty-five hundred dollars?
JR: Incash.

DE: Yeah. Do you know whether or not they ever found the money?
JR:  No, they ain't never found it.

SR: We gonna look for that today.
DE: Look for it where?

SR:  Um, in the woods. Now you take like some um, when | was up there
checking my calls, you know, say you have to go out of retirement and get
these guys correct?

DE: Correct.

SR:  Then, inaudible) had told me that her and Patty Quilt and um, Mamie, had
smoked all night, and they smoked, and here she had big knats all on her
from mosquito bites. So that proves that they didn’t find that money in

that house.
DE: Uh huh.

SR: Marcia must have hid that money in the bushes So, we made a path
where we went before when we looked for the {inaudible).
DE: Uh huh.

SR: Huh?
DE: Now tell me again.

SR: You know, when we went behind.
JR:  Marcia or (inaudible) house? Right behind the church?

SR: Behind the church.
JR:  Through that church, there s a pathway going through there'f’

15
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JR:

DE:
SR:
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JR:
SR:
DE:
SR:
DE:
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DE:

SR
DE:

JR:
DE:

JR:
SR:

JR:
DE:

JR:
DE:

JR:
DE:

SR;

DE: .

SR:
DE:

~ with them?

That is towards 3™ street?
Towards Uncle Jeff’s.

Right, ok. Right.
You used to park over in there.

Yeah, right.
Well it could be there or you go over there
don't know which (Inaudible).

But see , those woods is goin, is closer to t
Uh huh.
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across them tracks there you

he house.

So that's what happened. You gonna go through there with a stick
because that person was not someone turnrn some rock, and...
What are you saying...Margaret Grant or uh, who did you say it was,

Margaret Grant and Patty (inaudibie).

Patty Solina. See they smoked all night lo
Who's the last one?

Naday.
Who's Naday?

Needay .
Who's Needay?

(Inaudible)

3

g.

One of the sisters | know. | don’t know, | can’t think of her name.

Maybe she’s locked up now though.
Needay is?

| think so.
Where at? County?

Possibly, she got caught shoplifting or something.
Uh huh. So how, how do you know that Marcia was smoking that night

Because Margaret came back to the shelter and said “we smoked all

night”, she goes “the two BB's, we had BB
molested BB™.
Yeah.

And | was laughing, that he was gettin...
But that wasn't the same night that she wa

16

down on the ground and we

s killed.
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SR: Yesitwas.
DE: The night uh, you worked with Russ...

SR: That was the night that Shakim threw his sack.
DE: That's the same night?

JR: [ don’t know about what he’s talking about.
DE: Yeah.

SR: Dude the night he threw, he threw the sack that girl found it. That's when
they smoked the thing.
DE: Yeah isn’t that the same night that...

JR:  No, man, that was, that was (inaudible})...
DE: ...think so.

JR:  That was after, when they had me around when he was over at my house.
SR:  Well-Margaret come back and said she’d saw she had big knots all over
her arms.

DE: Uh huh, maybe. But the night
SR: Marcia wasn't there.,

DE: The night that you were with Russ, was that before or after the murders?
JR:  That was after.

DE: After. So Marcia was already dead when you made...
JR:  Marcia was.

DE: that deal on the sidewalk and we put you down with...
JR:  Yeah, she was already dead.

DE: Ok

SR:  But, now Margaret come back, Marcia was livid. They had smoked all
night. And she specified Marcia. And | sald “Where’d Marcia get
something to smoke?” and they say she found the stash. And she, and |,
| ain't heard nothin about none of this other stuff. She found the stash
and they smoked all night in the woods. And then, and so she had the
knots from the mosquito ‘bites or somethlng But Marcia was there yet, so
it had to be that night at (Inaudible) where them girls had that stuff to
smoke.

DE: Um, ok.
SR:  And by them woods leading to her house, leading to 23 street, | figure
that might be where they stuffed it at.

17
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What were (inaudible) about the situation was that one day | was talking

to Tamika...
Uh huh.
And she had told me JR was down there talklng and he had said it's about
time for them to leave, but first we gonna knocked them Detroit dudes off,
and that nigger BB he got to go too. Go death.

Because you knew (inaudible)?
Because | knew.

Right.
Cause | owe them too though.

How much money you owe them?
About three, three thousand.

Uh huh, what happened to the dope or the money?
What happened to it | threw it.

The dope?
Yeah.

Why?
Police.

You, you didn't smoke up or sell it did you?
No.

Hey | don't care.
| don’t smoke.

Ok. Um, you threw the dope, where'd you think, where’d they throw it at?
In the projects some where. One time | was, where was | at?

So what were you doing, you were working off this three thousand dollar
debt that you owed them by beating up somebody? But they didn't tell
you who it was until you got there, is that it?

Yeah, | ain't beat up nobody else but...

Yeah | understand that.
That's what had started it though right there.

Right. So they wanted, but that's what they wanted you to do because

you owed them, right?
Right, because | owed them...
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But they didn't telf you who it was you were going to beat up .until you got
to Floyd’s?
Yeah, they didn’t tell me who it was untit | got there.

Yeah. Ok.
But Al was doing all the taiking though.

Like he was directing it some?
Yeah.

He was in charge.
Yeah.

But it was Shakim's dope wasn't it?
Yeah.

Well why, why was Al leading it?
Because Al gave it to Shakim.

So was it Al's dope or Shakim’s dope?
| don't know if it was Al's.

Uh huh, so Shakim owed Al for this dope then.
Yeah.

Alright.
Because...

That's why Al wanted it back because Shak[m he messed up his money.
Shakim messed up too much of his money

Well had he done prior to this, had he done another time?
Yeah, Shakim owes him for life.

Oh yeah?
Where he goes, Shakim goes.

Huh, (inaudible).
(inaudible) owe him over thirty-five thousand.

Well, what he do with the other money? | mean | bet he was talking about
this, just making twenty-five hundred or three thousand dollars worth of
money here. What, why does he owe him thirty-five thousand, huh? He
keeps messing up his money or something or what?

Yeah, before he got here, well Al, he talked to me sometimes, you know
when we first met we were cool like that, and, when | had first messed up,
Shakim was running around running his meuth saying | had messed up
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and stuff. And so | had to tell Al that if he won’t shut his mouth about my
business, I'm gonna do sométhing to him. | And so, Al said “ah don’t worry
about him, he owe me for life, he owe me about thirty-five grand, and aint
no way he gonna be able to pay that, that' ‘s why, everywhere | go he go.”
S0 you weren't afraid of Shakim then huh?

No. | wasn't afraid of Shakim at all.

Why not?
(inaudible)

Ok. Well, why, why is it that these guys frorn New York seem fo have so
much control over anybody since they moved in? Are these, are you
guys, local guys afraid of him or just taklng care of business with the
money?
Nah.

Or maybe we got friends?
Were that too. The thing about it is, is that when they come around, they
flash all those big dollars and stuff.

Um huh.
And you know what I'm saying that, they talkin about what they gonna do
with somebody, be it this and be it that.

Um huh.
You know, but what | think about Marcia, now that was just a start, it was
just startin. You know, with them showin, [you know, whatever happens...

Yeah.
A message for anybody else.

Because the word is through them at the police. And they got the guns to
do it.
Um huh.

And that shotgun squad is a joke. You know everybody didn't know them,
they know where you live at.
Um huh.

And uh, that guy got his shot at a, where was he shot at on the way

home? They, they had said they we're gr':nna get him.
Um huh,
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You know. And they're a joke, they got, they got weapons better then
y'all. They got those mach tens and AT |7, and, and they said that they
had money to get (inaudible), and they tired of the police.

Yeah.
They just gonna lay back for them.

Al, Al and Shakim,
Um huh.

Tired of Monday gettin, you know what I’m saying, they ain’'t makin as
much money cause the police come to watchin them.
Oh here you go (Inaudible)

S0 he said so what we got to do, we got to do like we do in the city, just
lay back, start commotion and wait for the police to come and just shoot
the cars and stuff up, stop them from runnin in here like they do.

Um huh,

And then Shotgun starts walking wide open down in the projects. They
ain't here though. Huh?

They ain’t been here since they been out-there walkin with them.
| know but they say they gonna get the Detroit guy. And the police won't
(inaudible).

So the New York guys are gonna get the |Detroit guys?
Yeah.

Because they don't want them muscling in on their territory.
No. '

Is that it?
Um huh. Naw, they didn’t, they didn't see those Detroit dudes before all

this.

Well | know all that.
But, | don’t know what's wrong with them guys, they think they can take

over everything.

See they work with them troopers, and they take, and they take over
south Lorain over, until the Puerto Ricans|disappeared.
Jamaicans.

Who is gonna bring them in?
Al
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See what | see is they come, they come in (inaudible), they go in the

projects...
But there's this dude, that's the dude that’s been there though, that’s from

there, that's been around and they were in the area where they live at,
down in New York.

Who's that?
Um, what is his name? What was that dude’s name that | seen

yesterday?

Ah | forgot. ,
Russ knows his name, he had an X on his hat, him and Bobby, Bobby
Patten went down there with Justice, and they got ripped off too before
they got back here. But they was down there in the neighborhood where

they stay at and so.

If you were livin with (Inaudible})
Clarence, his name was Clarence.

Clarence.
Yeah.

They from the same place that Bill (Inaudlbie) used go to, remember,
remember in New York when they had the Cubans was here, when | went
to New York and | told you to come back on that plane when the
(inaudible).
Uh huh.

Same friend. And see they come in here|with this dope and what they got
to, the way they take over, is they offer some, they offer jobs.
They offer rock.

Yeah, they offer jobs and they often hlgh where these welfare mothers
that sittin up and down they give you your habits who can't afford them,
and see they got, they got things that this! that the city ain’t offerin. That's
immediately, right now. You see, they flashing they're money, they got
the dope, and uh, and if anybody around here with no job, they try you
out, you do alrtght then you got a job. You got a job. They offeren jobs,
they offeren dope. You know, protection.
Since this murder, murders, these guys have left town haven't they?
Some of them are still here, right?

Yes.
Whose still here?

Only one l've seen is JR.
Where'd you see him at?
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in Compino.
In Compino.

And he's got some new dudes with him.
Where they from?

They from New York.
New York?

Yep.
Now sometimes when you think they're out of town, they ain’t out of town,
they up in Eleria, up there behind the Church (inaudible) in that apartment
building. Shakim and them are friends, tlhey stayed up there. They were
stayin up there, that's quiet, so you know conservator, And they were
just sittin back up in there. | don't know what apartment it is at, but | know

where.

| know what your takking about.
You know what I'm talking about?

Uh huh.
That's where they be.

Um huh. So other then JR, who have you seen here? Seen Shakim?
| haven’t seen Shakim.

When was the last time you saw him?
Last time | saw Shakim was about the dqy before he do that to (inaudible),
right after that, that's the last | seen of him.

| think | saw him last week...
.. that picture of Will?

| think | saw him last week over at (Inaudible).
{inaudible)

Like | say, I've been intending to come down and talk to you folks, cause
we (inaudible).
Where's the...

Let's put the (inaudible).
Pardon?

$300 down didn’t you?
No, Marco just stepped out something.

23




Case: 1:10-cv-00148-JZ Doc #: 11-2 Filed: 06411/10 50 of 214. PagelD #: 2534

UiD:
JR:

SR
DE:
SR
DE:
SR:
DE:

SR:
DE:

SR:

DE:

SR:
DE:

SR:

JR:

Pointing to something on table it sounds like.

DE:
JR:

DE:
JR:

DE:
JR:

I |

Uh huh.
Trying to remember about inside that apartment, you all were leaving.

You remember the riot? (Inaudible)
Yeah.

Huh?
| remember the, see | wasn't over here at that time, | was over on patrol,

but | remember the story.

Yeah.
Yeah. (lnaudible).

Why we, (inaudible).
Uh huh.

Now, | know Brandon’s wife. {Inaudible)! He come in and told me one
dead. Then he come back in the paper, |The Informer, towards the riot
(inaudible) he's in the paper. That's called death. That's what makes you
want to cooperate. They gonna have it pretty soon where ain’'t nobody
gonna do nothing, then the killer does nothin, you know the good ones.
Yeah,

I'm talking about like me, | was protection.
Um huh.

| worked with them a long time (inaudible) went the down. They promised
that [ (inaudible). Um, Jackie Cooper, alllthese people worked out, and
what they do, they get all that |nformat|on like they got now.

Now, F'll tell you when we went in there, when they first start beating on
her, they had her over here, by this bed.

Ok.
Ok. When they got to struggling, they ended up over here, right.

Ok.
And so, they all struggled, there's Al standlng right here, | was standing

right here by the window looking out. Looklng out through this way.

Ok.
Yeah, and they fighting, and um, Shakim said “Where’s my shit at? Where

my shit at bitch? Where my shit at?” And um, Marcia just screaming, |
don’'t know what she was saying, | couidnit understand what she was

saying.
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Um huh.
| think that she was special, | don't know, one of them, (Inaudible) Will, he

fell somewhere over here. He fell somewhere because he didn't get, he,
he, he stalled for a minute cause | think he got...

I'm going to go downstairs and get that picture that's downstairs...
Want me to go get that while you (inaudible)?

Please.
I remember what happened in that apartment.

(Inaudible). There’s a whole bag down there (inaudible).
Ok.

Ok, what, what is it that your explaining now‘?
Ok, we walked in, and | seen who she was and | told them | wasn’t mess

with her, it started over here, in this area by the bed.

Um huh.
Ok.

To the right when you walked in?

Yeah, right to the right, and then after everythlng got started and they got
to fighting and stuff, they ended up over here. (Sounds like drawing)

By the kitchen?
Yeah. By the...

By the table?
Just the table, right here.

Yeabh, right.
Right by this wall.

The bag of pictures? It's a bag that.

(Sounds like machine was shut off and then turned back on.)

JR:
DE:

JR:

About here, she hit Will some kind of way, and Will was out of it. Out of
the picture for a minute.
How’'d she hit him?

Um.
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What do you mean she hit him?
Sort of wild. 1 think she busted his nose|o
Does it hurt her?

Yeah.
Did he bleed at all?
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r something.

| didn't, | didn’t even notice if he was bleeding or not. But he was, she hit

him hard enough to knock him back.
Yeah,

While the other ones was beating on her.
Uh huh,

And um, so she got knocked out, and JR say “Let’s get the fuck out of
here”. And so he grabbed her and drug her.

Um huh.

And so, we all left out, we left out there. Ok, let me see, you go out this

way.
Yes.

Cause here’s the door, so it must have (inaudible) like that, and this is the

way through the halls.
Um huh,

And so, me and Al walked out first.
Um huh.

With the other dude that | didn’t know.
Um hum.

Ok. We left out, everybody ieft out this way, we got in this car, they went

this way with her, and we turned like this,[

and they took me home. The

car they had hadn’t pulled off yet when we left.
Ok. Where they, they, you didn’t see them for the rest of the night?

| didn't see them, when i...”
(inaudible) Go ahead.

Next thing | know, see that, that day Shak

York.
Um huh.
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And that’'s when | told them that he didn’ tgo. They said he went to New
York, Shakim did not leave here. Shakim stayed, Shakim didrn’t go to
New York until that next day.
Um huh.

Yeah, um, Al, Al, um William, they didn’t leave until a day or two after.
Ok.

But Shakim had left that next day.
You know what Will was wearing that night? Kind of clothes?

Everybody had black, but | think, let me see, | don’t know for sure or not if
he had that yellow jacket he'd be wearlng or not.
Ok, you don't remember if he still had it?

Naw, | don't remember, but | know everybody else had black on, except

for me.
Have you talked to any of those guys since the murders? Any of them at

all?

Have | talked to them? JR.
Has he said, did he say anything about the murders?

Nope.
Here ya are.

Thanks a lot.
He asked me, he asked me “What's up man? Whatch you doin now, you
still in
it?”

He means in the business right?
Yeah.

Um huh.
And | was out, | was just chillin, | just tough for other people sometimes.

Uh huh.
Like that. And he gave me the look, then|he looked at the new dude
that's from, across from New York, and that dude looked at me and they
walked off and left. So like then | heard up and left {inaudible) cause I,
know, know that | know what | knew about that.

Uh huh. Let’s get back to when Lenworth, or Will, got hit by Marc:a
She hit, she busted him in his, in his, in his face.

Uh huh.
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So it iooked like.

She hit him in the face?
| think, if I ain't mistaken it was in the face.

Yeah. Did you see any blood or anything? Did you recall?
I'm not for sure, | was kind of nervous myself. | wasn't paying too much
attention. | was nervous myself. | wasnit the one that beating her. | didn’t

think they was gonna kill her or nothin like that.

Yeah. Whose that?
Yeah, that's William.

That's Will?
Yeah.

Qk, that's a picture | took of Lenworth Edwards, also known as Will.
Uh huh.

Right. So that’s the person that got popped that night?
Yeah, he's supposed to be Monday's brother.

Al Monday’s brother. So your positive that's him?
Yeah, he looked like Will. That's him.

Ok.
That's what, we all call him Will.

Right. That's, that's what | understand. Let me ask you this, this is a
sixty-four million dollar question here. Are you willing to testify, if need
be?

Yeah, | have to.

Ok.

If | don’t, like you said, they, they know | know what | know.
(inaudible).

He’s a man, he can talk for himself man. |Your exactly right, because,
your in a

position they know what that you know what is what you've told me. They
know that you, you know if you saw...

Yeah,

And ah, let me ask you something, is there some place, well never mind,
I'll ask (inaudibie). Ok, what you trying to say dad?
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You all have to be right about this.
Oh, ok. I'll talk about that later.

Huh?
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Ok. Can you think of anything else that would be of any value to us, uh,

this car that uh, that uh, that uh had been

driven in, Al, have you seen

that, is it his car or did somebody car he borrowed or what?

| don’'t know, | know it was a small car.
You've never seen it before?

| couldn’t, it was dark.
Yeah, ok.

On the other side of the street.
He didn't say where he got the car from?

Nope. He don’t never talk to much.
Yeah.

The one night ...

Where'd he get in the car at? On Lorain drive or on (inaudible) avenue?

Where they picked me up?
Yeah.

They picked me up from my house, they knocked the door.
Oh, so they came to your house to get you to tell you that they wanted

to...

Yes.
(Inaudible). Ok, alright. Who came up to

Al
By himself?

Yeah.

the house?

Where was the other group, that was, were both cars...

Sittin in the car.
Were both cars out there?

Nah.

'
{

So you got in the car with Al, when did those other guys show up in

Guice’s car
then? How'd you hook up with them?
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We all went right there.
And?

| think they were at the store, (Inaudible}
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, waitin at the store.

Ok, so did you drive from your house then to the store?
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No, we drove, ok, we drove from my house to Loraine Drive, ok, and this
is 21St Street, this the store, we drove I|ke this, we went around, we went
up through the store, he slowed down, and then he went down and went
out the second driveway and went down that way. (Sounds like drawing
something).

Yeah.

And then like when we pulled up here, when we pulied up and stopped
right here, they pulled up right there. (Sounds as if drawing something).
Ok. So they, they, they actually pulled further west then you. Did you...

{Inaudible)
(Inaudibie} fike they followed you in then right?

Yeah, but there was already...
{Inaudible).

There was already one dude standing down here though. (Sounds if
tapping spot where standing).
[s that the unknown dude?

Yeah. | forgot his name.
(Inaudible)

Yeah, he black, [ forgot his name though| but.
You ever saw any knives that night or anything?

No, | didn't see none, | didn't see the actual, | was shocked fo hear that
they found her like that.
Um huh.

You kndw cause |l...
And you said you never did see Floyd that night?

No, Floyd was not there at all.
Did you guys hear out on the street how they did Floyd or how they
(inaudible) or where they found him?

Yeah, | heard that he, that he got ran over.
Yeah he did.

And snatched.
Yeah, did you hear where they (Inaud:ble) did they go back to his house
and find him or did they find him out on the street someplace?

[ don't...
Well if you don't know...
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Everybody know Floyd Hayes do the dmer street on that corner by the
store or he over by the store, most I|kely he was by one of these stores or

he was at he bar.
MHe don't drink inside the bar though does he?

Yeah, he goes in there and drink.
Yeah, | mean | know, | know he drank, but | thought he wouldn’t want to

spend the dollars. | mean his...

No, Floyd goes in the bar, people buy him drinks.
Buy him drinks.

Cause his, his um, his nephews was running the bar there.
Right, Black (inaudible).

Yeah, they was running the bar.
Yeah.

And so, you know, they had to pick him by (inaudible) by one of them
stores so, like in the parking lot right up there at the bar.

Do you know how it is that Marcia came to be at Floyd’s house that night?
Did somebody take here there? So orlglnally

She stayin with him,
Well | know she stays there, but she...

Shakim was already with Marcia at the bar that night.
How do you know?

Patch.
Patch told you?

Yeah.
Uh huh.

See, that um, Shakim got mad and he lef‘t You see, that's when he was
supposed o have been in New York. You know, when | was tellin you ali
that | had heard that he was arguing with|her at the bar...

Um huh.

That night, and they told me no, because|Shakim went to New York, but
Shakim did not go to New York, that's just like now they sayin Shakim was
gone, and my dad says he seen him in Loraine.

Yeah.
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JR:  You know. So, from that bar, Shakim had to have somebody take her
from that bar to that house, cause the dude was there with her.
DE: So, (inaudible) taking her there huh?

JR:  Yeah, he had to take her there cause | think Marcia would have went

running.
DE: Uh huh.

JR:  You know, he had to take her.
DE: Do you know of anybody who saw Marcia in the bar? Did you see her

inside the bar that night?

JR: Iwasn't there at the bar, | was takin care|of business | think. But, um, let
me think of this person thaft told me they seen Shakim arguing with her at
the bar. If | ain’t mistaken it was um, (mumbllng) [ can’t think of her name

right now.
DE: Where ya, where are you stayin now?

JR:  Um, East 25"
DE: What's your date of birth?

JR: 6-11-68.
DE: Social Security number?

JR:  382-66-0218.
DE: And what address you stayin over there?

JR: 403,
DE: East 25

JR:  Righton. Upstairs.
DE: Ok, is there a phone number up there?

JR:  No.
DE:  Alright, before you leave I'm gonna give you my beeper number. Ok. And
I'll give you the number here too. What?, I'm not gonna. Ok. Ok.

JR:  What's gonna happen about the money that they owe me?
DE: What they owe him? What money?

JR:  That Russ and them owe me.
DE: Well, the captain said he'd check into that. | don’t know.

JR: Because |l got...
DE: (inaudible).

JR:  (Inaudible) | got a...
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DE:

(Inaudible).
Ok. This is gonna conclude the rntemew of William Avery Jr., uh
1C91191, uh the time is 0, correction, |ts a 9:40 hours, Detectlve Taliano,
with um Wllllam Avery Jr. and Sr. This |s concludes the interview of
Detective Cap Rivera, whose out of the room.
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How much did you weigh in 19917 -

‘: COURT. OF APPEALS
LU mE ,_,
FILED
LORAIN GOUHT3SO

§1 Thereupon, the stata ﬁpﬁ g ” 20%@93@
égz in order to further|maintain

(3| ¢ the imsues on s phet  SUHSTCOMmEE

{ 4 ' to be maintained, calBdh APPELLA‘TE DISTRlCT
%5 William Avery, Jr. as a'wggﬁesé, ‘
fis upon being first duly sworn
; 7 » and/or affirmed, was examined
§f8 and testified as follows:
9 DIRECT EXAMINATION OF WILLIAM AVERY, JR. *

lO BY MR. ROSENBAUM:

11 Q Will you state your name, please, gir?

32 A Williém Avery, Jr.

i3 Q Can you talk a lot louder?

i4 A William Avery, Jr.

iﬁ' .Q Spell your last name.

f6 A A-v-e-r-y.

i7 Q How old are you, sir?
-ib A fwenty—eight.

;é Q What is your date of birth?

20| . A 6/11/68.

21 -Q Do you work anywhere?

éé A No.

?3‘ Q lHow much do you weigh, sir?

?g A~ Two hundred twenty.

5| 0
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About 225.
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Do you know the gentleman seated at the front table in

the shirt sleeves?

more

A Yeah.

0 What is his name?

A Shakim.

Q Do you know him by any other name?

A No. -

Q How is it that you met him?

A Selling dope. | i

) Could you elaborate on that a little more? Tell us
about that.

A  We was selling drugs.

Q Yéu sold drugs?

A Yeah.

0 Did you do that for a living to get by, to earn money?
A Yeah.

o) :When was this?

A ‘Back in /90, ’91.

0 Where did you get the drugs to sell?

A From him and his friends.

0 What were his friends’ names?

A Al Monday, JR, will, Patch,'Jusﬁice, Supreme.
Q Dovyou know where these people were from?

A They said they was from New York.




Ny oo

10

11

12

© 13

14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

22

23

24

25

252
Who was the leader of this group?

Q

A Al Monday.
Q What kind of drugs did you sell for them?
A

Crack cocaine.
Q Did you pay money for the drugs and they gave it to you,

or did some other arrangement occur?

A I got it free sometimes. Sometimes I got it -- they’d
front me sometimes. Sometimes I paid for it.
Q What does front me mean?

A When they give you some you pay later for it.
Q = What is the largest quantity of drugs you got from this

group of people at any one time?

A Forty-£five ounces.
Q How much would that cost? What were you supposed pay for
that?

A $4,000.
Q Would that be fronted to you, or would you pay for that

in advance?

A It was fronted.
0 Did you always sell crack, or did you sometimes sell
powder?

A Always crack.
Q Did you purchase drugs from all of the people you
mentioned in this group or just some of them? AaAnd also I mean

by front, who gave you drugs, either paid up front or
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purchased in advance?

A

I got fronted from Al Monday and Patch, and I bought

drugs from him and JR and Will, that’s it.

0

A
Q
A
Q

Do you know JR by another name?
No.
Do you know Will by any other name?

No.

Now, how much money could you make from selling an ounce

of cocaine?

A
Q
A
Q
A
Q

were

A

About $1,500.

And how much would you have to pay baék for thét ounce?
About $1,100.

So you could make around $400 for each ounce you sold?
Right.

Did you always take the money to pay tﬁem back whén you
supposed to?

At first I did.

Then what happened?

Then I came short.

And what causes that?

Being chased by the police sometimes, then you come

short. You still have to pay.

Q..

Did you ever spend some of the money for things you

needed that should have been paid back to them?

A

Nah.
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Did you use drugs yourself?
Back then, no.
Do you now?
Yeah, sometimes.
What kind of drugs do.you use now?
Smack, marijuana, I smoke crack sometimes.
Now, how much money did you come to owe these people?
About 3, 4 thousand.
And when was that,‘do youAremember?
Not quite.
Was it around ;he time that Marsha died? \
Yeah, it was before that.
Before that?
Yeah.
And can you tell what happened? Did you come to some
of arrangement or understanding how you would pay that
back?
Yeah, I told him, you know --
Told who?

Al Monday, if he needed someone beat up or something I

could work my debt off.

Q

A

Q

You offered your service to beat people up for them, to

‘pay off your debt?

Right.

And you made that offer to Al Monday?
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A Right.
Q Did he ever take you up on that offer?
A Yeah, that night.
Q Would you tell the Court and Jury what happened then?
A He came to collect his money and I péid him, and he

didn’t have no more drugs, So --

Q How much did you pay him?

A About 4 or 5 thousand.

Q Are you sure of the amount? .

A Not quite, it was about in that range.

Q But you still owed him?

A Yeah.

Q And how much did you owe him even though you‘paid that?

A Bbout 3 or 4 thousand.

Q And what happened then?

A So he had no more drugs, and I asked him what was up, and

he said, come on --
MR. DUFF: Object.
THE COURT: Overruled.

0 Go ahead.

A So he said, "Come on and go with me."

So I'm thinking we going to get some more drugs. And we
goes over to Marsha's plaée.v
Q How did you get to what you call Marsha’s place?

A We drove.
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Who drove?

He did.

Whose car?

I guess it was his.
You don'’t know?

No.

You say you went to Marsha’s place?

Yeah.

Was it really Marsha’s house?
Yeah.

Where was it?

23rd.

And what?

Reeves.

In what city?

Lorain.

What county?

Lorain.

And what State?

Ohio. ~

And whose house was it?

Floyd Epps'.

Was it a house, what kind of place was it?
Projects.

So what happened there?

256
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Well, we pulled up, there was a dude already at the door.

Who was that, do you know?
Supreme.

All right. And then what?

And him and the other 2 dudes was already there in a car.

In a car?

Yeah.

Where was the car at?

Right in front of the walkway.

Whose car was that, do you know?

No.

Then what happened?

We all got out and went into the apartment.
So you got out with Al Monday?
Right.

And the defendant was with who else?
With JR and Will.

And what happened?

We all walked inside the apartment.

And then what happened?
Then when we got in he asked me to beat hér’ub.
Who asked you to beat ﬂér up?
Al Monday.
MR. DUFF: Objection.

THE COURT: »Overruled.,
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Q Who was standing there at that time?
A On the way in?
Q When you were asked by Al Monday to beat her up, who was

present?

A JR, Will, Shakim, Supreme and me.

0 And who was there to beat up?

A To beat up?

Q Was there someone else the;e you were supposed to beat
up? |

No.

Who were you suppﬁsed to beat up?
Marsha Blakely.

Was she there?

Yeah.

A
Q
A
Q
A
o} Where was she?
A On the bed.
0 Then what happened?
A The rest of them started to beat her up.
Q What did you say when he told you to beat her up?
A I told him I went to school with her and grew up with her
and --
0 Then what happened?
They started to beat her up.

A
Q Who would they be?
A

Supreme, JR, Will, Shakim.
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The defendant?
Yeah.
And did Marsha take this?
No, she fought back.
Did she fight back hard?
No.
What happened?

She busted Will in the nose and he grabbed his face, he

was bleeding, and the rest of them just beat her until she was

unconscious.

0 And then what happened?

A And then JR grabbed her and drug her outside.
0 And how did he do that?

A By one arm.

Q What did Will do for the rest of the fight?
A He ain’t did nothing.

He just stood there?

No.

What door did you come in?

I think it was the back door.
And?

The door towards Reeves.

Towards Reevesg?

Yeah.

"And what door did peoble leave from?
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Same door.
And who drug Marsha out?
- JR.
How did he do that? How did he have a hold of her?

By one arm.

O O A C

While the beating was taking place did anybody say

anything to Marsha?

A Yeah, he wanted his share.

Q  Who did?

<A Shakim.

0 And what did he say?

A He said where my shit at.

Q How did he gay that? |

A He said it about 3 times, éngr&.

0 Was he yelling?

A Yeah.

Q What did Marsha say?

A  She didn’t say nothing.

Q Then what happened, sir?

A That’s when she got dragged out of there.

Q And so where did everyone go? In what direction and how?
A We went towards Leavitt Road.

0 Who got in what car with whom?

A I got back, back in the car with Al Monday.
Q Same car you came in?
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Right.
And where did the others go?
Into the other cars.
That would be who?
Shakim, JR, Supreme and Will.
Got into another car?
Right.
Did you all go somewhere tqgether?
Behind Westgate Plaza.
Tell the Jury what route they took?

To Leavitt Road and straight down, around through the

When they drug Marsha out by the arm was her head or face

touching the ground, could you tell, if you could recall?

A

Q

A

I couldn’t tell you right now. N
Then what happened?

Then we got back there, -they took her out of the car and

there was a dude already back there, and he was swinging an

object at her.

Who was this dude that was also back there?
Justice.

He was not at the house?

No.

He was back there waiting?

Right.
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0 And he was doing what?
A Swinging an object at her.
Q How?
A He would just swing it, I couldn’t see where he was
hitting her because the car was in the front.

Q And then what happened?

A Then when we went to get out of the car I kept on going,
I ran.
Q So they were still in the process of doing things to

Marsha when you left?

A Right.

Q Why did you leave?

A Because I wasn’t going to stick around to be there with

Q What do you mean 5y that?

A I ain’t helping, I probably would have got clipped, they
would have got me if I wouldn’t say no.

You went where, sir?

To the projects.

Where exactly?

2140.

Who lived there?

My girlfriend.

o » O P O ¥ 10

Sir, I would like to hand you a photograph marked as

State’s Exhibit 8 and ask you to look at it, please.
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Do you recognize that?

A Yeah, that’s the back of Charlie’s.

0 Is what where they took Marsha to?

A Yeah.

0 Can you recognize the person that is in State’s Exhibit
2-B? -~

A Yeah, that’s Marsha Blakely.

Q What is the name of your girlfriend whose house you went
to?

A Patricia Gatley.

Q What did you do there?

A I tried to go to sleep.

0 And what happened, did you tell anyone what happened
there?

A No.

Q How long did you remain, what time of day was it by now,
sir?

A It was late, not morning, early in the morning.

Q What time did you leave Patric;a’s housge?

A About 7., 8_o'clgck, it was early.

Q Where did you go? _

A I wenf to East Avenue, 403.

Q What was there?

A My other girlfriend. : .

What isAher name?
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Charlene Watkins.
Who else was there with your girlfriend?
Nobody was there then.
Did you tell her? Did you tell Charlene?
Yeah, I told her.
What did she say?
Just keep my mouth shut, don’t say nothing to nobody.
. MR. DUFF: ObjectT
THE COURT: Overruled.
Did vyou keep your mouth shut?
No.
Who did YOu tell?
I told my dad.
When did you do that, sir?
Abouﬁ a day or 2 after.
Why did you tell your dad?

Because I was scared, if anything happened to me I wanted

him to know.

0 Aﬁd what did your dad do about this, or with‘this
information? ’
A He went down and turned me in.

Q To whom?

A Taliano.

0 Did you want him to do that?

A Nope.
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Why did he do that?

MR. DUFF: Objection.

THE COURT: Overruled.
Why did your dad tell Taliano?

MR. DUFF: Objectiomn.

THE COURT: Overruled.
Hé wanted té ﬁurn me in for the reward money.
Did you feel this placed you in danger?
Yep.
Did you go to see Det. Taliano?
Yeah.
With your dad?
Yeah.
Did you tell him the whole truth the first time?
No.
Why not?
Because I was scared if I stated I was behind the plaza
I was going to go to jail, too.
So what did you tell him the first time?
Just the part about beating her up right there.

And did you say that somebody, did you add any other

detail afterwards?

A

Q

A

Yeah, that he dropped me off at home.
That who dropped you off?

Al Monday.
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Q Did you tell Det. Taliano that you saw Monday later?
A Yeah.

Q What did you tell Det. Taliano about that?

A They said we knocked the junkie bitch off.

Q Now, did you get the $2,000 reWard?

A Yeah.

Q Was your father gatisfied with that?

A No.

Q What did your father want?

A He wanted $10,000.

Q What did he say to you about getting this 10,0007

A He told me, don’t go in there and say nothing, unless
they give it to you.

Q Go in where?

A The Courtroom.

0 Why were peoplé going in Court?

A What?

Q Why? What Courtroom? Why woﬁld there be a Court
hearing?

A Over Marsha.

Q Do you remember who was on trial at this time or not?
A I think it was the first one.

0 At the first trial?

A Yeah.

Your dad told you what?
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S
R 1 A He told me to ask you for $10,000.
2 Q And would we give it to your father or you?
3 A No.
4 Q Did there come, to put it mildly, a disagreement between
5 myself; Det. Taliano and your father?
6 A Yeah.
7 MR. DUFF: Object.
8 THE COURT: Overruled.
9 0 What did you do as a result of thig?
10 A I pleaded the Fifth.
11 Q You wouldn’t testify?
e 12 A Right.
o 13 Q And what happened to you then?
14 A Then I was put into the county.
15 Q The Judge put you in the County Jail?
16 A Yes.
17 Q For what?
18 ’A Contempt.
19 O Of Coﬁrt?
20 a Yeah.
21 Q For refusing to testify?
22 A Right.
23 0 What happened to you at the County Jail?
A I was put in a witness room and while I was in there one

o 24

25 of the guards brought Edwards to my door, and he did like this
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Q

o

B0 O

A

Ingide the jail?
Yeah, ingide the jail.
And then what happened?
And so I got to thinking, so I called --
What did you get to thinking?
What? |
Whét were you thinking?
MR. DUFF: Object.

THE COURT: Overruled.
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I was thinking, man, what is it I'm doing here. So I

called down home, this FBI dude --

Q

A

= ©

Lo R ol T S &

Did you call the Céurt first?

Yeah.
MR. DUFF: Objection, he’s leading.
THE COURT: Overruled.

What was the purpose of calling the Court?

I wanted to talk to you.

Would I call you back?

No.

And what did you do? Who did you call next?

‘The defense lawyer.

And would he talk to you?
I can’'t gquite remember.

Did you get brought back to Court as a result

of that
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call?
A Yeah.
o} What happened in Court then?

A Then I testified for his side.

Q What did you say for his side?

A That I, that Taliano brought this dude to McDonald’s or
gsomething, I can’t quite remember.

Q What did you say about what you had previously told
Taliano? )

A Excuse me?

Q What did you say to the Judge about what you had told
Taliano before, about being there, or these people beating
Marsha up?

A I never did tell them, I told Resendez.

Q But you gave a deposition also, besides talking to
Taliano, correct?

A Right.

Q In that deposition did you describe what you told the’

.Jury today?

A Right.

0 Except for the poiﬁt where you went behind the bar?
MR. DUFF: Object.
THE COURT: Overruled.

A Right.

o] Now, did you come to Court and say that was true or
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false?
A It was false.
0 So you came to Court and said it was false?
A Right.
Why did you do that?
Because I wanted to tell the truth.
Which time did you‘want to tell the truth?
The second time.
Okay, let’s back up. You had an encounter with the guard

and Lenworth?

A Right.

0 I would not call you back?

A Right.

0 You called the defense lawyer, correct?
A Right.

0 You were.brought back to Court?
A Right.

Q What did you say in Court then?
A I said it was all a lie.

Q And you did it for the money?
A Right.

Q And why did you do that?
A Because, I had nobody on my side. Why would I sit up
there and go to jail with them?

O  In othér words, you were afraid of being in jail with
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A Right.
What is the truth?
It’s the first statement I made when I came here.
Like you told everybody today?
Right.
Were you behind the bar?
Yes.
Was Jusfice swinging some object at Marsha at that time?
Yes.
Did they all beat her up, the defendant included at Floyd
Epps’ house? |
A Yes.
0 Were they saying anything to Marsha when they were

swinging the object?

A

271

I couldn’t hear.

That’s the beating, at the beating they said, where ig my
at?

Right.

So, how much money did you get from the government for
cooﬁeration?

The reward and a thousand dollars for relocation.

So you did get the $2,0007

Right.

Before the first trial you got some other money?
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A Before the first trial-?
0 A thousand dollars?
A Yeah, for relocation.

Q What does that mean?

A For me to move somewhere elsge.

o) Why did you need to move?

A I didn’t think it was safe at the time.

Q So you moved to where? ' -
A Detroit, Michigan.

0 So you received a thousand dollars ﬁoving expenses?
A Right.

Q How long did you stay in Detroit?

A About a month, I think.

Q What happened up there?

A They didn't wént me down there.

0 Who is they?

A Well, my familyd

Q Why didn’t your family want you there?

272

A Because they all selling dopg and stuff, and they was

gcared I was going to rat on them.

Q' So you were an informant?

A Right.

Q And they were afréi&byou would turn them in for moneyAas
well?

A Right.
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So did you have to leave Detroit?
Right.

Now, after you came to Court for contempt and came back

and said I made the whole thing up for money, were you

contacted by any law enforcement officials while you were at

the County Jail?

A

Q
A

>0

S O

O T )

Then
Q

A

Q

The FBI dude.

He came to interview you?

No, I called him.

And what did you tell him?

I told him what happened.

You told him about being in jail and being threatened?
Right.

And then did Sgt,féésendezﬁcome to see you?

I think so.

And then what did you tell him at that time?

He came to see me at the Lorain County Jail, Resendez.

I told him about being behind the plaza.

That’s when you told him for the first time the entire --

Right.

Can you describe the object Justice was swinging any

better.than'what you stated today?

A

Q

A

It was just skinny.
It was skinny?

Yeah.
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Q Now, how many trials have you testified in about this, do
you know?
A Three.
Q And since then have you acted as an iﬁ gﬁmantffor the

Liorain Police Department on other occasions?

A Yes.
Q- And also for the Eederalfgovernment?
A Yes.
Q And do yoﬁ receive noneyr on a case by case basis for
that?
A Yes.
MR. ROSENBAUM: I have no other questions, Your
Homnor.

THE COURT: Mr.vDuff.

MR. DUFF: Your Honor, I would like to .take up
_the issue of theké§E¢S§ |

THE COURT: All right. Ladies and Gentlemen,
we will remove the Jury for a short period of time and we’ll
bring them right back in. Remember the admonishments the
Court had given you not to discuss this.

(Out of the presence of the Jury.)

THE COURT: You may be seated. Mr. Duff.

MR. DUFF: For the record, I've héd a chance to
review the tapes. We can start with the tapeéof.QZ;;éf

The inconsistencies I would like to point out, the first
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one 1s rather minor, that he was ﬁhere to give information on
9/11/91 to Det. Taliano in regard to Marsha Barkely and Floyd
Epps’ murders, it was both of them.

And that statement, the next inconsistency would be that

they busted into Floyd Epps’ apartment. He said that on the

tape. Shakim, on that tape Shakim --

THE COURT: Do you want the witness here?

MR. DUFF: No, I'm sorry.

THE COURT: Remove him, please.

MR. bUFF: I didn’t know he was heré, I was
thinking about this. Thank you, Your Honor. |

Shakim said -- that Shakim said to her, she knows why,
something like that. Shakim says she knows, start the beating
on her. He made another statement that he didn’t say today.

There'’'s gaps, Judge, I mean, not gaps, there’s things
that the Prosecutor left out, like the apartment was messed up
and blood everywhere. The bed was messed up. Chairs turned
over, everything was turned over.

And the statement on 9/11, he said he went to the stfip,
to Floyd Epps’ with Al Monday and in Delphenia Guice’s car.
Today he didn’t know what car. In that statemenf it was
officially Delphénia Guice’s car. In that subsequent

statement he changed it to I rode in the other car, not

Guice’s car.

In that statement he said that Supreme wasg not there,
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that Supreme was not there. Initiaily he gaid that, in that
statement, that he only saw Supreme one other time with this
other dude that he didn’'t know that was there.

The previoué statement, it didn’'t come out on direct, but
that JR was driving Guice’s car that night, not Lenworth.
Marsha was put in Guice’s_car. He told the police, he said
there were 3 people in each car. - In one car JR, Will and
Shakim, and in the other Al Monday himself and some dude he
didn’t know.

Then he and Det. Taliano discussed the fact that Justice
and Supreme were not there, although later on in the tape, and

I know, I’ll bring it up, so I want to say I'm being fair with

~everybody, he does say if you show me a picture of Supreme it

could be, I don’t know, it could be if I seen a picture is
what he sgaid exactly on the tape.

He said they weren’t looking for dope and doliars at
Floyd Epps’  apartment, on the tape. Says that when Will got
hit, Lenworth Edwards got hit in the fight'he fell somewhere,
that, you know, he left there.

These gaps, it’s inconsistent, some of these things are
inconsistent with prior testimony given in this case, because
the story changes over time is our position.

Then JR said let’s get the "F" out of here. He said that

‘on a tape, they all had black clothes on. Shakim was, he said

in that tape of 9/11/91, Shakim was with Marsha Blakely at the
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bar that night and Shakim had to have taken her to Floyd Epps’
apartment. And that Shakim argued with Marsha Blakely at the
bar. |

Then they start talking abéut the money they owe me, you
guys owe me money, I want the money. Det. Taliano says we’ll
turn the tape off, T don’t want to talk about that on the
tape. That concluded the one tape.

There’s another tape, 9/20'tape. The things I would look
to address on the 9/20 tape, and this was not necessarily
incongistent, Judge, that he came back, he tells Det. Taliano,
he says, "I forgot to tell you something, they came back to my
house and says we took care of the junkie bitch, knocked her
off."

They, a guy named Patch brought more dope back for them.
He cookéd it up and gave money to Patch. This incident
happened about 11:00 P.M. when bars start jumping. -

He was asked several times by the police officer, "Are
you sure this is the truth, the whole truth? Just tell us if
you were there." \

He said, "No I was not there.?"

Det. Taliano‘says,""fell us." And he said, "No, I was not
there."

Lenworth Edwards-@ent doWn to‘the'ground when he got hit,
he fell to the ground. Did not see him holding anything.

This is important, Judge, Det. Resgsendez says, "She was
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bleeding, wasn’t she, because this was a pretty good beating."
He says, "Of course éhé had to be bleeding with them
beating on her, had to be bleeding by the way they were

beating her." is what he said.

Tables knocked out of place; a lot of noise. Then he

says that Will might have bled in the car. He didn’t see any

blood in the apartment.

And the 9/20 tape, it concluded with, "If there’s
anything else, tell us now, get it out."

And hé says, "No,, that’s all I know.

This is, of course, Judge, where he’s not saying he was
behind the plaza, and that’s it, Judge.

THE COURT: Mr. Rosenbaum.

MR. ROSENBAUM: I think Mr. Duff Has
acknowledged, Your Honor, most of everything he desires to ask
about is not an inconsistency, and he’s afraid to ask. I
don’t think he can then use the tape for things not
inconsistent. Gaps are not inconsistent. Questions not asked
ére not inconsisfent. In short --

THE COURT: You can ask him and if he disagrees,
and says it --

MR. DUFF:VHow about thig, I don’t want to make
this thing long.

THE COURT: You can make it as long as you

want, it’s your case.
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MR. DUFF: I think --

THE.COURT; The last thing I'm going to do is
give you a short trial.

MR. DUFF: I know, Judge, because you’re a fair
guy. When we’re doing tapes I like transcript. If he denies
some of these I'm sure I can get them out of Det. Taliano.

‘MR. ROSENBAUM: I have 2 things to say, he can
answer, but he’'s stuck with the‘answer, he’s locked. The
major inconSisﬁéncy, he’s not going do deny that. The things
he’s going to answer, i1f he goes into the areas and he
responds, whatever the aﬁswer is, it is. The tape can’t be
used for whatever was not asked, it’s not an inconsistency.
Whether or not he can impeach this witness with Det.'Taliano’s
letter is an issue that will be taken up later.

THE COURT: Wé'll take it up as it arises.

MR. DUFF: I know that I can’t ask Det. Taliano
gsomething I didn’t confront this man with.

| THE COURT: I understand.

(Thereupon a short recéss was held.)
(Hearing resumed.)
(Within the presence of.the Jury.)
CROSS~-EXAMINATION OF WILLIAM AVERY, JR.
BY MR. DUFF:
Q Can I call you William?

A Yeah.
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Mr. Avery, what would you prefer?
Either.
I would like to ask you a few questions, if I could, ié
all right?
Yeah.
Speak up loud enough so the Jury can hear you.
You knew Marsﬁa Blakely?
Yes.
You knew Floyd Epps?
Yes.

In fact, Floyd Epps’ mother lived across the street from

you and your father, isn’t that correct?

¥ o0 P 0O 0 » 0 P

Q

Yes.

So you have known Floyd a long time?

Yes.

And you have known Marsha a long time?

Yes.

You grew up in the same area as‘those people?
Basically, ves.

And that’s called the projects, is that right?
Yes.

So we know what we’re talking about, the projects we’re

talking about in this case is that area by 21st and Leavitt

Road, is that correct, on 21st, north of 2ist and south of

21lst,

is that correct?
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I don’t know about the north or south, but I know we

talking about the 23rd projects over here.

Q
A
Q
A
Q
A
Q
A
Q

That would be south of 23rd, 21st?

I don’t know.

Do you know where 21lst Street is?

Yeah.

Do you know where 23rd is in relation to 21st?
Yeah. |

Where is it?

It’s to the left, coming down the road to the left.

If you're going away from the lake, going out on Leavitt

where is 23rd Street in relation to 21lst Street?

A

I couldn’t tell you, I don’t know the difference between

gsouth or east.

Q

= OB

o P 0 P O P O

You know the lake is north?

No, I don’t, I know the lake is down Leavitt Road.
You don’t know that is Leavitt Road?

No.

Do you know what day it is téday?

It’'s Wednesday.

Do you know the date?

No.

Today i1s Wednesday?

I think, yeah.

But yéu don’t know the date?
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No.
Do you know the month?
It's April.
Do you know the year?
It’s April 3rd.
I'm sorry?
April 3rd.

Do you have a problem with dates?

I have a problem with north, south, I have a problem with

reading, counting sometimes.

Q
A

what

& 0 > 10 >0 > 10 g

How about dates?

Yeah.

You do have a problem with dates?

Yeah.

All right. ©Now, you first talked to the detectives on
date, do you know?

No.

You don't know?

"Unh uh.

How long after the murders, do you know?
It was a while, about a few weeks.

A few weeks?

Something like that.

Almoét a month?

It might have been a few weeks, almosgt to a month.
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0 Could it have been more than a month?
A It could have, I can’t gquite remember.
0 You can’t gquite remember, all right. When you first went

down to talk to them your father was with you, is that

correct?

A Yeah.

Q Is that right?

A {(Nods head vyes.)

Q And you met with Det. Taliano, is that right?

A Yes.

Q And you gave a statement to him, is that right?

A Yes.

o) Can we agrée that statement was Sep;ember 11, 19917
A I'm not for sure about the date.

Q All right. Now, you remember your deposition, is that

right, do you remember giving a deposition?
A Yeah.

DEFENDANT'S EXHIBIT H, A'DﬁédéiTIONj WAS MARKED FOR
IDENTIFICATION PURPOSES.
Q Handing you what’s been marked for identification
purposes as Defendant’s‘EXhibit H, take a look through that.

Can you take a look through that?

A I told you, I can’t read.
Q You can’t read. You do remember giving your deposition?

A Yeah.
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Q And you were sworn and you took an oath before you gave
that, right?
A Yeah, I think e=o.
0 . All right. Now, you said earlier on direct examination
that the Prosecutor asked you which statement was the truth in
this case, do you remember him asking that? -
A Righﬁ.
Q And you told him your first statement that you made was
the truth, is that right?
A The first statement when I came through the door.
Q All right. The first statement you made when you came
through the door?
A When I first came in here today.
Q All right. You have been paid a lot of money in this

case, have you not?

A No.

Q You have been paid probably about $5,075, haven’t you?
A I got the reward and a thousand dollars.

0 You didn’t get about $5,0757?

A I ain’t for sure.

Q You are not for sure?

A Unh uh.

Q Remember testifying on the Benson Davis trial?

A Yes.

Q Page 217, "You would agree that’'s a lot of money,
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wouldn’t you, $1,075 altogether?

A Yeah, that’s a lot.

0 Would that be a good reason to lie to get that much
money?

A That --

Q That’s not a good reason to lie?

A No.

Q How about getting ouf of jail, would that be a good

reason to lie?

A No.

Q Could yéu think of a better reason to lie than to get out
of jail? |

A ‘No.

0 You can’t think of one, can you?

A Unh uh.
Q It’s true that you never said anything -about being in the
plaza, behind the plaza until late January, 1992 when you are

in the Lorain City Jail, isn’t that right?

A Right.

Q That’s the first time you said you were behind the plaza,
right?

A Right.

0 And at thié poinf you had already been paid some money,
right?

A I ain’t for sure. .
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Q You got paid a thousand dollars after your deposition in

September of ‘91, didn’t you?

A Right.

Q So you had already been paid money then, right?

A Right. ‘

Q And you were in jail and after you were in jail you were

able to get out by saying you went behind the plaza with these

people, when you said that you got out of jail, isn’t that

true?
A No.
Q You didn’t get out of jail when you said you were behind -

the plaza in 19927

I got out of jail after it was all over with.

Well, you”had-afb?fglary'charge against youy, right?

A

Q

A Right.
Q In January of 92, you were charged with perjury?
A

Right.

And you were charged with contempt of Court?

0

ke

Right.

Q And nobody would talk to you or have anything to do with
you?

A Right.

Q And finally you got to the ear of an FBI agent, and you

added to your story.and said, héy, I can say I was behind the

plaza now, isn’t that what you told the FBI agent?
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A No, I don’t think it was like that.
0 Well, something like that?
A Right.
Q After you got the FBI agent to listen to you, Det.
Taliano Wouldn’t ﬁalk to you you, the Prosecutor wouldn’t talk

to you, in fact, he was prosecuting you?

A I ain’t for sure.

0 You were indicted for --

A I was held.

Q And you had a perjury charge against you?
A I ain’t for sure.
Q If someone was here to testify that they had a perjury

charge against you, they would be incorrect, for testifying in
these cases?

A What you mean?

Q Did you ever have a burglary charge filed against you by
that Prosecutor?

A I can’t remember if I was or not. I know I was held

under contempt.

Q You got a bad memory?
A It ain’t that bad.
Q You would know if you got charged with perjury, that’s

something you wouldn’t forget?
A Well, I forgot.

Q So you -do have a bad memory?
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A About burglary, yeah.
Q So your memory is bad in some areas and not to others

that’s what you want us to believe, yes or no?

A Yes.
Q Now, you did say today thaﬁ you saw Lenworth Edwards
bleeding?
Yeah.
You did see blood?
I seen him grab his face.
You saw him grab his face?
That’s right.
You’re sure about that?
Yeah.
~You do you recall in your deposition saying that -- how
long(Aid this beatiné go on?
A It wasn’'t very long.
Q It wasn’t very long? How long, tell us?
A Around I’'d say 15, 20 minutes.
Q Twenty minutes. Three guys were beating her?
A Four.
Q Four guys? Was it 3 ox 47
A It was 4.
) It was JR, Shakim, Will, and Supreme? That’s.4, is that
right?

A That’s right.
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Q Four guys beating her for 15 to 20 minutes, is that

right? You didn’t do anything, you sat there and watched

this?

A Yes.

Q You were looking out a window?

A No.

0 You never said you were looking out a window when this
happened?’

A I don't remember saying that.

;Q You never told Det. Taliano when this was going on you

looked out the window?

A I don’t know.

0 You gaid Lenworth got hit in the face and he held his
nose, right?

A Uh huh.

Q Page 12, Mr. Prosecutor. Do you recall testifying in
that deposition that -- this was September of 791, right, your
deposition?

A I don’'t remember the date.

Q You wouldn’t argue with that?

A No. |

0 "Where did she strike him at?"

Answer, Page 12, "Above his shoulders, like somewhere.™
"And did he react do that strike somewhere? What did he

do after he was hit?"
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"He just stood back.™
"Did he hold himself in any way?"
"T couldn’t really tell."
Is that what you said previousgly?

Yeah.

That’s a little different than getting hit in your nose

and standing back and holding your nose, is that different?

A Well, like --

Q Is that testimony different in ydur mind that I just
read?

A No.

0 That doesn’t sound different to you?

A Unh uh.

Q All right. You said today he was bleeding, right?

A .I said he grabbked his face.

0 Did vyou see blood?

A I can’t quite remember.

Q You can’t remember? Well, you said back then you were

asked the question, "Do you know if he was bleeding in any

way?"

A

Q

A

And do you know what your answer was?
What was it?

IINO . 1

Do you recall saying that?

I guess I said it. It’s been a long time.
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0 You would agree your memory was better of these events
back in September of ‘91, than it is almost 5, 6, years later,
5 and a half, ien’t that correct?
A Yeah, it’s been a long time.
) Xeah, it’s been a long time.

We're talking about the money received. You don’t recall

getting $5,0757

A I got $2,000 reward money and I got a relocation fee.

0 Did it all come to $5,075°7

A I got paid for -- yeah, that’s about right.

Q That’s right, right?

A .Yeah, that’s about it because I was held as a material
witness.

Q When you were held as a witness you got what, paid $25 a
day?

MR. ROSENBAUM: I'm going to lodge an
objection. That money was paid by this Court, not the
Prosecutoxr’s Office. He was locked up under a Court oxrder.

THE COURT: Overruled.

e) You got about $5,075 in this case?
A Yeah.
0 What would you make a year prior to this? What kind of

money would you make, would you earn?
A What you mean, by working?

Q Yeah, how much would you earn?
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I don’t know.
You didn’t earn very much, did youv?
I didn’t work.

Well the Benson Davis trial was tried in ’94, September

of 94, do you remember that?

A

- O S

94,

A

No.

You don’t remember, but you wouldn’t disagree with that?

No.

Can you tell the Jury how much you make a year?

How much I make a year? |

How much did you maké a year back in these times, ’93,
how much would you earn?

I wags a hustler. I wasn’t working really. I’'d keep a

job for a week or 2 and that was it.

Q

Do you remember being asked how much you earned in ‘93,

the year 19937

No.

Do you remember telling the Jury in that case, that iq
you méde $200°7?

52007

Yeah.

For what?

For the whole year. Question, Page 175 Davis transcript,

"How much money did you make in the last yeaxr?"

Answer "S$200."
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Question, "How much?"
"About $200."
Quegtion: "$200°7?"
Answer: "Yeah."
Did you give that testimony?
A I don’'t remember that.
Q Do you want to read that? You wouldn’t disagree with
that sentence, would you, sir?
A No, I wouldn'’t.
0 So you tegtified you made $200°?-

MR. ROSENBAUM: Object, he said he doesn’t

remember.

0 You testified in the Benson trial you made $200, is that
correct?

A I don't remember.

Q Wouldn’t you say $5,075 is a lot more than $2007

A Right.

Q And that would be a good reason to lie, if you get that

kind of money, right?

A No.

Q But you liked to work for police and try to get money out
of them, right, try to get money out of the police? You have
done that on other occasions, other than this case?

A Yeah.

Q The Prosecutor brought it out, you did it for the Secret
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o 1 Service, didn’t you?

2 A Yeah.

3 0 You tried to collect money for working in a food stamp

4 fraud p?ogram?

5 A Right.

6 Q Do you know these people? Do you-know Agent Robert

7 Wyche? ‘

8 A Yes.

9 Q Do you know Agent Michael Young?

10 A Yes.

11 o And you were working for them in a food stamp scam,
/*N 12 weren'’t you?
- 13 A Yes.

14 Q And you were trying to shake people down for money,

15 right?

16 A No.

17 Q Did you get into that for the money?

18 A Sort of.

19 Q And did you lie to the Secret Service about what people

20 were telling you in that case?

21 A No.

22 Q You didn’t lie fo them?

23 | . A No.

24 Q And they stopped using you, didn’t Want nothing to do

: 25 with you, isn’t that correct?
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A Yes.
Q Now, had you ever been to Floyd Epps’ apartment before
thié, any other time before August 8th?
A No.
Q You haven’t been?
A No.
Q You knew Floyd Epps though, right?
A Yes.
Q You knew'where he lived?
A No.
Q You didn’t know where he lived?
A No.
0 This Justice guy, where was he at, was he at the
apartment, according to you, according to your testimony
today?
A No.
0 He was not at the apartment?
A No.
Q He was not there.
Now, you have looked at some pictures in this case?
A Yeah.
Q When this body was dragged, how far was it dragged?
A About from here to out in the hallway, about.
Q Why dohft you stop me when I'm at the right distance,

okay?

How far back? Was it further than this?
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Yeah.

It was dragged, I think, face down, by one arm?

I can’t quite remember. It was dragged by one arm.

Who dragged her?

JR.

Face down? And do you agree with that?
I can’'t quite remember.

How far, further than this?

Yeah.

Further than this, right?

Yeah. |

Across concrete right?

No, across the grass.

Across some concrete too, right?

Right.

And some grass?

Right.

And into the car and parking lot, right?
At the curb, the car wasn’t in the parking lot.
Okay. How far was that car, was it further?
Yeah.

Further?

Yeah.

Further than this?

Yeah.

296
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0 How far? Stop me. Further?

A Yeah.

Q Right here?

A That’s about right.

) Right here?

A veah.

0 You would agree that’s about 60 feet?
A I guess.

0 Or more, is that right?

A (Nods head yes.)

Q And this was dragged, a body across grass and concrete,

fight, is that right?

A Mostly grass.

Q Mostly grass, grass and mud, dirt?
A Right.

Q And she had her clothes on, right?

A Yeah.
Q Where’s the photographe of the interior of the
apartment?

Did you -- let’s talk about the blood again a little

bit. Did you see blood in that apartment?

A I wasn’t looking for no blood. I wasn't quite, you
knpw, I was stunned myself.

Q Was Marsha bleeding?

A I wasn’t paying too much attention.
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Q You don’t recall telling the Lorain Police Department, of
course she was bleeding, she was bleeding all ovér?

MR. ROSENBAUM: Objection.

THE COURT: Overruled.
Do you recall telling them that?
Unh uh. |
So you might have said that, you just don’'t recall?

Right.

0 ¥ 0 P O

Now, do you remember testifying in your depositioﬂ that
you gsaw no blood, right? You can recall that?

A That I what?

Q That you saw no blood in that apartment?

A Right.

Q Would you expect someone to bleed from the pelting they
were giving her that you claim you saw?

Of course.

You would expect that person to bleed, right?

Those were 4 husky, tough guys, right?

A

Q

A Right.
Q

A I wouldn’t say all that.
Q

They weren’t as tough as YOu, but they were pretty tough

guys?
A I don’t know if they was as tough as me or not.
Q You:will expect someone to bleed in this kind of beating,

right?
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Yeah.
How long did you know Lenworth before this happened?
I ain’t for sure about it.
About one month?

It could have been.

O A O

And you said on your direct examination that you paid him

w

to 4 thousand that day?
I paid Al Monday.
“You paid Al Monday 3 to 4 thousand that same day?

Right.

LGN B © B

Did you ever tell the Lorain Police Department you had
paid him 3 to 4 thousand that very same day? Did you ever

tell Det. Taliano that?

A I might have.

Q You might not have, too?

A I might not have.

Q You will agree your -story has changed as time goes ony
right?

A No- ,

Q Let’s gé back then to September 11, 1991. Your stafement

is that you just saw Marsha get beat up, right? That’s all
you saw in Floyd Epps’ apartment, is that your initial
statement? All right. And you don’t know anything about
anything else, that’s all you told them, right?

A Right.
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Q And you didn’t get any money, did you?

A No. |

@) You haven’t got any money yet, right?

A No.

0 So thep vou changed your story later, right before your

deposition, correct?

A I told the truth.

Q Just answer my question. Did you change your story later
and add something to it after September 11th?

A Right.

Q Before your deposition, right?
A Yeah.
Q On September 20th you stated to Det. Taliano, I forgot to

tell you something, right? I forgot to tell you that Al

Monday came back to my house and said we killed the crackhead,

right?
A Right.
0 What was the words you used?

A Junkie bitch.

) We killed the junkie bitch. 7You told Det. Taliano thaﬁ,
on September 20th. You /told him you forgot té tell him that?
A Yeah, I told him that.

Q What was that, we killed the whét?

A The junkie. |
Q

Junkie, what did they call her?
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A Junkie bitch.

Q That’s right?

A Right:

0 Junkie bitch, right?

A Uh huh.

Q You added that in an attempt to get some more money,
right?

A No.

0 You hadn’t gotten the money then, had you?

A No. |

Q Six days later, 5 days later you gave your deposition,
right?

A I don’t know if it was 6 or what.

Q About a week later, right, 9/26 you repeat the same story

that he came back to your hbuse and told you that, right?

A Right.

Q And you remember the cops, the police officers, remember
the police officers pleading with you and asking you, pleasé,
if you know anything more, I'm talking in that time frame, 1f
you know anything more just tell us. There were a lot of
police officers there talking to you?

A Yeah.

Q And there’s Det. Taliano, Det. Resendez, now Chief
Rivera, he was there, right?

A I ain’t for sure if the Chief was there.
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0 But Det. Taliano and Det. Regendez were there, right?
A Right.
o} And they'begged you, 1f you know anything else tell us
now, at the scene of the crime. Do you remember them telling
you that, and you said nothing elge?
A Right.
0 And you also said,_those were Al Monday’s exact words,

exact words, "We killed the junkie bitch."

A Right.

Q and that’s a lie, Al Monday never said that to you, did
he? |

A Right.

Q But you testified at the deposition under oath that those

were his exact words, right? And you swore to God those were

his exact words?

A I didn’t swear to no God.
Q Didn’t they give you an oath before yéu testified like
today®?

A Yeah, I raised my right hand.

Q Did you swear to God to tell this Jury the truth?

A I swore the,ééghﬁ if that’s what you mean, when you swear
up the oath.

o) That you swear to God?

A Well, yes,>I did.

Q You did that today?
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A Right.

0 And it means something to do that?

A It supposed to.

Q Does it mean anything to you? I want to know.

A Yeah.

0 Did it mean anything back oh September 26th when you took
that oath? |

A Yeah.

Q‘ - But you lied, right?

A Right.

Q So it doesn’t mean a lot?

A Huh?

Q It doesn’t mean a lot?

A | It5ﬁ;w%§:SQﬁethiﬂgitolstay‘aliveii

Q It doesn’t meén.a lot to take an oath to you, you have
been known to lie under oath, right?

A Right.

Q Now, you claiﬁ that.you owed thesge guys $3,000 for drugs,
right? -

A Right. -

Q So when you’re in the hole to somebody for $3,000, it

doesn’t make any sense that they would want to give you more

drugs, right, until they got paid, right, that’s why it’s a

problem?

A

No, that’s never been a problem.
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Q If you owed me $3,000 for drugs, you think I would still
give you more drugs, even though you were in the hole to me
for $3,000°7
A Yep.
0 The $3,000 ain’t a problem because you can still get
drugs anyway?
A Right.
Q Now, you also.said in these statements that Supreme was

in the .car with Al, right; with ydu?'

A No.

0 You never said that?

A I dqn't remember that, no.

0 You might have said that?

A No.

o) You sure you didn’t say that?

A I don’t recall that.

Q You don’t recall that? Page 14 of the deposition, now
listen, so we get this straight. The testimony we’re talking
about now is whether -- let’s go to the story you told in
September of ‘91 where after the beating you allegedly went
home, right, or yéu went to your-éirlfriend’s house?

A No, after the beafing we went behind the pléza.

Q I'm.talking about the story, just follow me, I'm talking
about the story you told police then, that version?

A All right.
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Q How did you get home in this version you gave to the
police, how did you get home, walk or did Al drive you?
A He drove me.
Q Didlyou tell the‘police in that versgion, the Supréme guy,

the dude you didn’t know was in the car?

A I might have.

Q Might have?

A I might have.

Q You might have told them that? That woul& be‘a'lie?
A Yeah.

Q Page 14. "Where did you go?"

"I went home."

"How did you get home?"

"T was dropped off by Al."

"Who was in the car?"

"The dude I don’t know."

"Does he have a nickname?"

"T don’t know, I never did know."
'"Does.he go by Supreme?"

Did you testify to that?
A Yeah.
Q That’s a lie, right?
A Yeah.
Q Then you would agree that yoﬁr sworn testimony in this

deposition is full of lies, right?
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0 Well, it’s got a lie about the junkie bitchh-right?
A Right.

0 It’s got a lie about Al riding in the car with you,
right?

A Him taking me home.

o} That’s a lie, Al taking you home is a lie?

A Yeah.

Q Supreme being in the car with you and Al is a lie?
A Uh huh.

Q Do you want me to go through some more lies, or would you

306

agree, there’s a lot of lies?

A

Q

No)

No. Tell me all the lies.

It'é hard tolkeep track of them.
MR. ROSENBAUM: Object.
THE COURT: Overruled.

Would you agree, you told so many lies it’s hard to keep

track of them?

A
Q
A
Q

A

Q

3

" No.

For you?

No.

You keep track of your lies?
I know what I said.

You didn’t know that you told the Prosecutor under oath

at a deposition that Supreme was in the car with you and Al?
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You didn’t know that until T refreshed your memory, you had
forgotten that?
A Yeah.
0 So you would agree, it’s hard: to keep track of lies?
A ‘Righg.
0 Now, what time today, in your latest version, do you
elaimjﬁhat Al‘came over and got you?
A What time?

0 Yeah, what time of day?

‘A It was dark, probably almost 11:60.

0 11 o’clock?

A Close.

Q 11 o’clock? I think you testified previously that’s when

the bars start jumping, right?

A Yeeh.

0 And that’s what you consider bar jumping time, 11
o’clock, right? '

A Yeah.

0 And that’s what time this happened? That’s what time Al

came and got you originally?

A I ain’t saying it’s 11:00 on the nose.
0 I know, somewhere around?

A Yeah.

0 Do you know Delphenia Guice?/

A hYeah.'
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She knows you, right?

&0

Right.
She grew up with you?
No.
" But she knows people that know YOu, right?

Yeah.

No.
Never?

I don't recall.

Q
A
Q
A
Q You talked to her aboﬁt this case, didn’t you?
A
Q
A
Q

Was there a lot of talk -- was there a lot of talk on the
street about this case, back in August, September of ’917?
A Yeah.

Q A lot of talk. Then a reward was posted?

A Right.

Q And you knew nothing until a reward was posted. You
didn’'t tell anybody anythingvabout thig case until a reward
was posted, right? |
A I don’t recall if I said it before or after.
Q You became a fountain of knowledge after the reward was
posted, right? Is that right?
A I don’t‘know about that.

A partial fountain?

A What you mean a fountain? I became a witness.

Q For money?
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A No, it wasn’t for the money .

Q It wasn’'t for the money?

A ﬁo.

Q Do you recall in your first statement to Det. Taliano on

September 11th, you said, "What about the money?"
And he said to you, Det. Taliano, "We’xre going to turn
the tape off and talk about that."
Do you recall that happenipg?
No, I don’t recall that.
That might have happened, though?

-It might have.

LTI S © B

After you turned the tape off did you talk about the

money with -him and your dad, and Det. Taliano?

A I don’t recall, I don’'t remember 1f we did.

0 You got a thousand dollars after this deposition, right?
A Right.

Q That was a lot of money, right, to you?

A Right, it’s a lot of money.’

Q A lot of money to a guy like you who is earning what you

made before, right?

A Yeah.

Q Now, case comes to trial, you are subpoenaed as a witness
in the casge involving Lenworth Edwards, right? Do. you
remember that?

A Yes.
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You walked into Court under oath, right? Is that right?
Right.

Page 246, and I want to know if this is what you said.

You were given an oath just like today, right?

A

Q

A

Q

lied

Right.

And just like in your deposition you were given an oath?
Right. |

Before we get into this, we have established that you

in the deposition, you also would agree with me, would

you not, you lied to the police on September 11th, right?

A.
Q
A
Q
A
Q

with

A

Q

Right.
And you lied to the police on September 20th, right?

Right.

- Yeg?

I said right.

I just want to hear it. Now, how many times did you meet
the police altogether, any idea?

No.

You met with them numerous times, didn’t 'you? You know

I mean by numerousg?

Many times.

You met with them many times abouf this case, didn’t you?
What do you mean, met with them?

Sat down and discussed the case, sat down with Det.

Taliano or Det. Resendez and discussed the case?
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Right.
How many times, can you guess?
About 3 or 4 times.
Three or 4 times, is that numerous times to you?
Yeah.

But you have testified at least that many times, haven’t

Yeah.

But you met a lot more times than you testified, haven’t

No, I don’t think so.

All right. ©Now this ocath you took on December 17, 1991,

let’s get to that, in front of a Jury, right?

A

Q
A
Q

Right .
Just like this Jury, but different people, right?
Right.

Did you walk into Court and say the following things,

"I’'1l perjure myself. TI’1l1l lie about anything because I

needed the money."

A

Did you say that?

Yes.

"I wanted it."

Did you say that?

That? I don’t‘think I said I wanted it.

You didn’t say the following, "I’'1ll perjure myself,.I’ll
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lie about anything because I need the money."

A I don't --

Q If the transcript says that you wouldn’t disagree with
that, would you?

A No, I wouldn’t.

Q And you were asked by the Judge in this case, Judge
Harris, do you remember the Judge asking you "When did you lie
today?"

Do you remember the Judge asking you that on that case?

A No.

Q Yéu don’t? You wouldn’t disagree the Judge asked yoﬁ
that?

A No.

0 We're still on 217, and you said in response to the Judge

saying, "When did you:lie today?"
Do you remember whét you said?
A No.
0 Do you remember saying, "Through everything, through
everything I lied."

Do you remember saying that?

A No.

Q Transcript wouldn’t be wrong, would it?
A No.

Q "It was all a lie." Remember that?

A Yeah I remember that part.
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0 It was all a lie because you needed the money, right?
A Right.
0 That’s what you said in front of a Jury under oath before

a Court just like the Judge here?

A Right.

Q And that’s after the Judge asked you if you were lying,
right? The Judge himself in this case asked you whether you
were lying?

A -Right.

0 And vyou told him through everything, right?

A I don’t remember saying through everything.

0 But if the transcript says that it’s true, right?

A Yeah.

0 So you have lied to police officers, to juries and to
Judges, right?

A Well, yeah, I guess that’s whgt it adde up to, right.

0 | You have lied?

A Right.

Q Now, then we’re at January 9th when you’re stuck in jail,
right?

A Right.

Q And you got to get out of jail, you want out of jail

right?

A Not at the time I didn’t.

0 You don’t want out of jail?
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No.

- You wanted to stay in jail?

You like jail-?

A

Q

A Yeah.
Q

A No.
Q

You can’t think of a better reason to lie than to get out

of jailvz

A I didn’t want to get out of jail.

Q You added something to your story, didn’t you?

A I told the full truth. )

Q Just answer my question, sir, did you add another version

to your story?

A Yeah.

Q And this time you say I, you know I forgot to tell you I
was behind the plaza, did you say that?

A Yeah.

Q So you added behind the plaza, and because of that

sometime you got out of jail. When did you get out of jail?

A I don’t remember.

0 You don’t remember it’s hard to remember this tough
stuff?

A " Yeah, it’s been so long ago.

Q Yeah. Let’s look at this table, 8—Gé§do you recognize

that table?

A Nope.
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0 That table is erect, is it not standing up?

A No.

0 It’s leaning up against the wall and standing flat,
right?

A Yeah.

o) And there’s items on it, right?

A Yeah.

Q Is that how that table looked when yoﬁ were in there?
A It wasn’t like this when I left.

Q It Waén’t like tﬁat when you left?

A No. |

Q So someone came in and cleaned it up?

A Yeah, they had to if the table wasg like this.

Q Sé someone must have come in and cleaned that apartment;
up?

A Yeah, somebody 'stood the table up because it wasn’'t
standing.

Q Floyd Epps was a severe alcoholic, was he not?

A Right. |

Q = He was not the kind of guy to fix something if it was

broke, he’d just leave it, right?
A I couldn’t say that.

0 You knew him?

A I didn’t know him that well.

Q Well, you knew his family?
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A Yes, I knew his family.
Q Everybody in that area basically knows everybody else in
the projects?
A Right.

0 And you knew of him?

A Yeah, I knew him from laying around by the store, that’'s
about it. )

Q  Yeah, laying around by the'store, drunk?

A Right.

Q | And a guy like that you wouldn’t expect to have a neat--

MR. ROSENBAUM: Object.
THE COURT: Overruled.
0 You wouldn’t expect him to have a neat, clean house, just
from your experience?
A No.
Q So it wouldn’t surprise you he had a broken table leg in

his house, would it?

A No.

0 That wouldn’t surprise you, would it?

A Unh uh.

Q When you left there, what are you claiming to -- how'that
table was?

A It wasn’t standing, it was tilted over.

0 It wasn’t knocked over, just tilted on its side, is that

what you’re saying?
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It was knocked -over.

A
Q It was knocked over or tilted over?
A It was knocked over.

Q

Is there a difference between being tilted on the side
and being knocked over? ‘
Yeah.
What is the difference?
If it was knocked over the.table would be flat.
The table is flat? It would be like upside down?

Right.

A

Q

A

Q

A

Q With the legs up?

A Right.

Q Is that what you’re saying it wag?
A No.

Q What are you saying it was?
A

No, it was on the side.

0 It was tilted on its side?
A - Yeah.
Q That to you is the difference between being knocked over

and being tilted on its side, right?

A Right.
Q And today you’'re saying it was tilted on its side?
A. I'm saying the table was sideways with the legs flat and

sticking up.

0 That’s kriocked over?
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A Right.

) In your mind that’s knocked over?

A Right.

Q Did you ever testify previously in this case that table

was knocked over?

A Right.

Q Lying not upside down, just sticking up, you testified to
that?

A No.

0 You never sgaid that?

A No.

0 You never said this table was knocked over in a previous
trial?

A Yeah, I saild it was knocked over. That ain’t what I call

knocked over with the legs sticking straight up.
Q I thought that what you just told me, when the table is

knocked over it’s flat with the legs upside down?

A Yeah.

0 You know what that means in your mind, right?

A Right.

Q Did you testify earlier in this case, and today, so I get

it straight, the table was over oh its side?
A Right .
Q Did you ever testify in this case that the table was

knocked over?
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A Right.

Q So to wrap this table discussion up -- you all right, Mr.
Avery?’

A Yeah. ’
Q To wrap this table discussion up, today you are saying it

was tilted over, right, tilted on its side?
A The table was on the side, yeah.
Q And that disputes your testimony in other cases ‘where it

was knocked over?

A That’s what I mean by knocked over.

Q I thought you told the Jury what you meant by knocked
over?

A I know, that’s what knocked over means, the legs straight

up, but I know it was on its side.

Q So you lied in the other case?

A Well, if you want to call iﬁ a lie.

Q You lied about a lot of things, so we might as well call
that a lie, too?

A We might as well.

Q When you went into ~;-you were asgked about -- you went to
the police station to give information on ;he_murdérs of Floyd
Epps ‘and Marsha Blakely, right?

A Right.

Q You never told them anything about Floyd Epps, did you?

A Never knew anything about it.
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Q Never told anything about Floyd Epps, did you?

A I never knew anything, I never seen anything.

Q Did you know Floyd Epps’ throat, was.slashed, too?

A No. |

Q Did you know Marsha’s throat was slashed in a similér

fashion, same way?

A What you mean?

Q To Floyd Epps’?

A I don’t understand what you saying.

Q Did you know Marsha Blakely and Floyd Epps’ throats were
both slashed?

A I knew Marsha’s was.

Q You didn’t know Floyd Epps’ was?

A No.

Q Now, I'm a little confused, how many guys beat this woman

according to your story?

A Four.

0 Four, 1g that right?

A Yeah.

Q Four guys just beating on her for 15 to 20 minutes,
fight? |

A Yeah.

Q Four guys beating her for 20 minutés, right? This was a

constant beating, right?

A Yeah.
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0 They didn’t let up, just kept beating her and beating

her, right?

A Yepi

Q Aﬁd she didn’t say anything, she just screamed for he1p?
A She was fighting back.

0 "But she screamed, right?

A I didn’*t hear her‘“scream:

0 You didn’t hear her scream?

A I don’t think so.

0 Let’s get this straight, did you hear her scream or not?
A I don't recall.

Q That you didn’t hear her scream or you don't reéall?

A I don’t recall.

Q That’s a safer answer. Wéuld you say it’s safer not to

recall than say you don’t remember?

A I don’t recall.

Q You would agree it was a constant battle with 4 guys

'beating her, right?

A Yeah, until Lenworth got hit, then there was 3.

0 So it was 3 then, it wésn’t 47

A Yeah.

o} Now, you don’t recall her screaming. Do you recall

testifying that she screamed throughouﬁ?
A I don’'t recall.

0 You don’t recall that?
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A ~ Could I get a glass of water or something?

THE COURT: I’ll tell you what, we’re going to
recess for lunch at this time. Be back at 1 o’clock.
Remembef the admonishments the Court had given you not to
discuss this case émong yourselves or permit anyone to discuss
it in your presence.

| While we are on recess, I don’t want thig witness being
talked to by the Prosecutor’s office or detectives to go over
any testimony. If there ig there will be a contempt against
those people. Do you understand that? Also, you are not to
discﬁss any testimony with anyone. Do you understand?

THE WITNESS: Yesl

THE COURT: With that, we stand recessed until

(Thereupon, the luncheon recess was held.)
(Hearing resumed. ) |
(Within the presence of the Jury.)
THE COURT: Mr. Duff.
MR. DUFF: I would like to continue.
CONTINUED CROSS-EXAMINATION OF WILLIAM AVERY, JR.
BY MR. DUFF:
0] Now, Mr. Avery, do you recall‘the colors of the clothes
these indiviauals had on that night?
A Dark jeans, all dark clothes.

0 Everything wag dark, right?
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A Right.
Q You told the police that and you testified to that
previously?
A Right.

Q Everybody had dark clothes on?

A Right.
Q You can’'t recall, everything was just dark?
A Right.

0 Handing this to you, State’s Exhibit 6, this is not a

t, is it? Is that dark to you?

A No.

o) It’s not, is it?

A No.

Q Did you say -you couldn’t recall at your deposition that

Marsha Blakely screamed throughout this alleged beating,
through this beating?
A Right.
Q She did scream?
A No, I don’'t recall.
Q Page 36 of the deposition. Line 9,"It’s your testimony
while this beating was going on the only thing Marsha Blakely
did was scream?" R

Answer: "Right."

Did you say that?

B I might of did.
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All right. And this place where this happened, it’s a

government housing project, is that right?

o P 0 P 0 P OO0 ¥ 0 P

I 'suppose so.

Do you know that or not?

No, I don’t know for sure.

It’'s called the projects, right?

Right.

Thegse are low income houses?

Right.

And they don’t have central»air conditioning do they?

No.

So i1t was summertime, the windows would have been open in

the apartment?

A

A

Q

I don’'t know.
You don’t know?
No.

And there’s a courtyard right outside there, is there

Courtyard?
A courtyard, vyeah.
What do you mean a courtyard?

A courtyard where people can congregate right outside of

. Floyd Epps’ apartment? Do you know what I mean by a

courtyard?

A

_ Unh uh.
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Q Is there an area outside of Epps’ apartment where people
can congregate? You don’t know what I mean by courtyard?
A No.
Q Now, as you left the car with Al Monday, and it’s your
testimony today, Supretie was not in this carszwith you, right?
A No.
Q As you left and went up to the apartment, was that car

already there or were you there first? How did that happen?

A It was already thére.

Q It was already there?

A Yeah.

Q You didn’t testify at previous occasions that it came up
later?

A | No.

Q You don’'t recall?

A T don’t recall.

Q Well; let’s get to that later.

As you walked up to the apartment did anybody say
anything?
A No.
Q Nobody said anything?
A Nét until we got inside.
Q Nobody said be quiet, let’s go in and do this? Nobody
said anything like that?

A No.
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-Q All right. Now, I asked you earlier about the manner in

which Marsha Blakely was dragged. Do you recall that, sir?
A Yes.
Q You didn’t think she was dragged face down, did you, is
that right?
A I don’'t remember if she was face down or face up. I know
she was drugged by one arm.
0 Page 150, Vincent Davisg’ trial, do you remember being
asked, "Can you tell us how he did that, describe that?"

Your answer was, "He drug her by 5ne arm, face down."

Do you remember saying that, back in September of 19947
Do you remember testifying to that?
A I don’t recall, but if it says there I did.
Q You said that, you would agree if someone got dragged
face down across concrete and grass, there would be some marks
on their face, 1s that correct?

MR. ROSENBAUM: Object.
THE COURT: dverruledi

A It’é possible, it’s possible.
Q All right. Now, the time frame we’re talking about is 11
o’ clock, fight, about when the bars close, that’s when you got
picked up, is that right?
A Bars don’t close until --
Q I'm sorry, I know that. Your language was when the bars

start jumping, that’s the time frame you’re using?

P
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A Right.

Q And that’s about 11 o’clock, correct?

A feah, about that time.

0 And how long do you estimate this whole thing took until

you got dropped back off, the version, the latest version said
that you ran home, right?

A Right.

Q According to that wversion whét time would you have
arrived home?

A I don’'t recall.

0 Well, how long, if you left about 11, 11 P.M., what time
do you think you got home, just approximate as best you can?
A What, from thevapartment? You talking about the whole
thing or what. /

Q I'm talking about the latest story you told where you
claim you ran from behind the plaza, do you follow what
version I’'m talking about?

A Yeah.

0 Let’s go about it this way. How far would you have to
run to get home from the plaza?

A Three minutes.

0 You ran the whole way?
‘A Right .
Q And from the time Al Monday picked you up at 11 o’clock

until the time you allegedly ran home,. okay?
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A Right.
Q What time do you think you would have gotten home; about?
A I'm not for sure, probably about 12:30;"1l.o’clock,

gomething around in that area.

0 All right. So you ran home 12:30, 1 o’clock, is that
right?

A Yeah, about that, around in that timé, yeah.

Q All right. This beaﬁihg*updpeople, is that something you

specialize in?

A No.

Q Is it something you take pride in that you can do?

A No.

Q So this isn’t the only occasion when you allegedly did

it, is it?

A Only one-time beﬁgrez

0 One time before this?

A Yeah.

Q I know you offered your service, you claim you offered

your service to beat someone up for Al Monday?

A Yeah.

Q You told me one other time you did that?

A No, I had got in a fight. I got a clean record.

0 My question is, do you beat up people for other people,
if I want someoﬁe beat up, couid you be a guy I could hire?

A No.
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Had you ever done anything like this before?
No.
Had you ever beat anybody up before?
Just back in school.
Not since high school? What grade?
Eighth, ninth grade.

Eight, ninth grade? You haven’t been in a fight since

Other than my girlfriend.

You beat her?

No, we passed licks, there wasn’'t no beating.
You beat Patricia Getty?

No, we passed licks;

What does pass licks mean? Tell me about that?
You hit me, I hit you back.

You hit a woman like that?

Yeah.

You're a big guy?

Yeah.

She’s not a big woman?

Yeah, she’s a big woman .

She’s as big as you?

Just about, yeah.

So it would be fair to say you have no experience at all

in beating people up, right?
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A No.
o) Now, Delphenia Guice, you said you know her, you know her

car, right, that she was driving back then?

A No.

0 You didn’t know her car?

A I don’t remember her car.

0 N6 ‘idea what kind of car she was driving back then?

A No.

Q You told the police that, did you tell Det. Taliano that

JR, Vincent Davis had Delphenia Guice’s car that night? Did
you teli Det. Taliano that, on September 11, 19917

A I don’t recall. )

Q You might have told him that?

A Might have.

Q Further, did you tell him tﬁat JR had it because JR also
had Delﬁhenia Guice’s car that night, because that wasg his
girlfriend? Did you tell Det. Taliano that?

A ‘Who you talking about?

0 I'm talking about JR. I’'m talking about the owner of the
car. They got street names, who is JR?

A One of the dudes.

) Is JR Vincent Davis?
A Yeah.
Q I want to know if you told Taliano on Septembexr 11, 1991

that JR was driving Delphenia Guice’s car that night?
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A Wﬁ§ is Deiphenia Guice?ﬁ
Q You know her, you grew‘ﬁp with her?d
A No,yI didn’t grow up with Delphenia Guice.
Q You told this very jury that. Do you know Delphenia

Guice by something else?

A I know Nan.

o) Nan 1s Patricia Brown-? e

A And I know -- I can’t remember what her name is.

Q If I'm wrong, I think you told us before lunch that you

knew Delphenia Guice. You didn’t have a problem before lunch,
do you have a problem now?

A I know them all, but I can’t picture her face.

Q Let’s get béck to my question, did you tell Det. Taliano
that JR was driving Delphenia Guice’s car? Do you recall
telling him that? Yes or no?

A I don’'t recall.

0 You might have told him that?

A Yeah, I might have.

Q Would you be surprised that Delphenia Guice, who’s
previously testified in this case, testified that she never
let Davis drive her car; would this surprise you?

A No.

Q Do you recall telling Det. Taliano that Justice and
Supreme, you know who they are, right?

A Yeah.
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That they were not involved in this thing, September 11,
they had nothing to do with this?

I don’t believe --
You might have told them that?
Might have.
And you can’t describe to this Jury anything about those
that night, the color, year, model, anything,'can you?
No.
You don’t know anything about those cars?
No.

You don’t know what anybody was wearing except they all

had black on, right?

A
Q.
A

Q

Yeah.
Your descriptions are kind of vague?
What do you mean?

They aren’t that good? You testified you can’t describe

any of the cars involved?

A

Q

were

No.

You can’t describe for the Jury any of the clothes they
wearing?

No. :

You said you knew his name, John Ed&ards' name?

Shakim, that’s what I know him by.

“You don’'t know John Edwards?

No.
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Q Now, what could you say about the cars? How did that
happen again? I asked you about that a couple minutes ago,
you said the other car was what?
A Wag already sitting there.
Q Was already sitting there? The car was already sitting
there, is that right?

Do you remember testifying, Page 8, "That day we went
over there.™"

Question: "Who is we?"

Answer: "Me and him, me and Al, we rode over and pulled
up, another car pulléd up."

"Did yoﬁ recognize this othexr car?"

Answer: "No."

Your testimony there indicates that you were there and

another car pulled up, does it not?

A If it’s there, I must have said it.

Q So that was a lie then, tco, right?

A No -- I.guess it was.

Q  Whatever. Nothing matters, right? Lies don’t matter to
ydu?

A What matters?
Do lies matter to you?
Yeah, it matters.

It’s important to you not to lie, right?

- ORI ©

Yeah.
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Q Why do you do it so much then?

A Some people do it and don’t realize it, you know what I'm
saying?

0 You are just mistaken, these are not intentional lies?

A Yeah.

0 Is it thatvyou are mistaken?

A Yeah.

0 If Delphenia Guice testifigd that you knew her car

because you will wave to her driving down the street, she

would be incorrect in that?

A Who is Delphenia Guice? #
Q You don’t know who she is?
A If I seen her face I would know her car and everything.
Q I think she testified she had a gray.or ‘silver Ventura,

do you know that woman?

A Yeah, that is the cdr.

Q Now you know it’s the car?

A Yeah.

Q Since 5, 6 years you didn’t know which cai it wasg?
A I know the car.

0 . That’s the car that JR had that night?

A That JR had? He didn’t have it that night, I don’t

think.
Q I thought you just said that’s the car he had? -
A NQtnpn‘that scene. U
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Q I thought that’s what you just said.
A No.

0 . I miéUnderstood you?

A Yeah.

Q Who had the car?

A Yeah, that same day.

Q If Delphenia said JR never used her car, she was lying?

A She’s scared.

Q Delphenia is scared?

A Yeah.

Q Now she’s scared? Everybody is in prison, locked ﬁp, and
she’s §cared?

A Yeah, she’s scared.

Q It’s not you are lying?

A That’s right.

Q Or you could be mistaken, right? You’re sure about this
©car noW?

A Yeah. . \

oF Anid this is the car that YOu claim, Delphenia Guice’s

car, so we’re talking about the game thing, that you claim
Marsha Blakely’s body was dragged all that way out in the
hallway and thrown in the back floor?

A ° I'm not for sure it’s the same car he had earlier that

day.

- Q Did you tell Det. Taliano that on September 11th JR had
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Delphenia Guice’s car that night and that’s the car thé body
was thrown into?
A I don’t recall that.
Q You might have said that?
A I didn’t say that.
o] You don’t want me to pull the tape out and play it?
A Oh, go ahead, pull it out.

MR. DUFF: I don’‘t know that I would need to do
that, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Take your time, it’s your case.

MR. DUFF: All right. Brian, you caﬁ find it
for me.

Q Now, did anybody say anything as you left there?

A Left where?
0 Epps’ apartment? According to your story you’re tellihg
today?

A What do you mean?

0 Anybody say anything?

A Nobody said nothing.

Q Nobody said anything?

A Not that I can recall.

0 It’s the tape of 9/11/91, do you recall, do you have that
tape in there? Let’s go back. I think it’s close to here,
Judge. We can catch it.

Now, while we’re doing this, did you tell Det. Taliano
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that you saw 3 people in Guice’s car, they’d be JR, Will and
Shakim, do you follow me?

A Yeah.
0 And 3 in the other car, the car you were in. Did you
tell him that?
A I don’t recall.

(Thereupon, portions of the tape were played.)
0 Now, you heard that about taking Marsha to a car, and
you'’re sure they didn’t have --

(Thereupon, a portion of the tape was played.)
Q All right. So you heard 3 in one car and 3 in the
other. Did you hear yourself say that?
A Unh uh.
Q You don’t hear that?
A - No.
Q We’ll go back and play it. Hear it again? I think we
have to go back a little bit to pick up whose car we’re
talking about.

(Thereupon, more of the tape was played.)
Q Did you hear that? Three in that car and us 3 in the
other car. That’s a little different than what you told the
Jury today?
A Uh huh.
Q That’s a little different?

A Uh huh.
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Q Let’s back up and see what car you’re talking about,
okay? Did you hear that? Let’s hear that again.
(Thereupon, more of the tape was played.)

Q Marsha was dragged into Guice’s car, and you said yeah,

did you hear that?

A Yeah.
0 So that was September 11, ’91, right?
A I suppbse.

MR. DUFF: If I could just have a moment. I

don’t have a lot more.

Q You went there, it’s a fair statement you went to that

. apartment with the full intention to beat someone up, right?

A No.
Q That wasn’t your intent?

A Unh uh.

Q That’s not a fair statement?
A No.
Q Page 40, deposition. Question, Line 1, "What I'm saying,

when you first went there, you went there with the intention
of beating somebody up, right?"
Your answer was, "Right."

Do you recall that?

A No.
Q You are not saying this transcript is wrong, are you,
sir?.
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fair statement?

A Right.

339

A No.

0 Now, you are in there for the money, weren’t you, sir,
yvou and your dad were iﬁ there for the money?

A No, my dad was.

Q You went there though?

A No.

o) Money matters to you, right?

A In some cases, yeah.

Q All right. And when you said earlier that you got about
$5,075, right, out of this case?

A Right.

Q That’s one of the best jobs you had in say the last 10
years, isn’'t it?

A I don’t consider this a job.

Q It’'s one of the best paying things you have done in the
past 10 years?

A Yeah.

Q You tried to do the same thing for the Federal

Q They didn’t want anything to do with you, isn’t that a
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Q This job paid a little better than that one, right?
A Right.
Q Would you agree that ydur testimony has been bought and

paid for in this case?

-A No.

Q It’s begn paid for, right?

A No.

Q It certainly was -- all right.

MR. DUFF: If I could have a minute to sit down
and gather my thoughts.
Q Maybe I forgot. Today atre you saying, your version today

is it that Lenworth Edwards held himself after he got hit, or

not?
A Yeah.
Q We can agree, without going thfough the transcript, you

and I, you gaid a different version in the past, that he never
held himgelf. Can we, agree, without me going back and getting

the transcript?

A I might have, I might not have said that.

Q Do you want me to go through the transcript?

A Sure, go ahead.

Q0  If I have a transcript that said previously he held his

face, you never sgaid that, that wouldn’t matter to you?
A No, because I was there and I seen what happened.

0 Page 94, Lenworth Edwards, second trial, Question: "Did
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he react to that -- strike that. "What did he do after he was

hiten

Answer: "He just stood back."
"Did he hold himself in any way?"
Answer: "I couldn’t really tell."

Do you remember saying that?

A No, I don’t.

Q But if it says that you wouldn’t argue with it, would
your

A Nope.

0 Now, the Prosecutor brought ouﬁ, and I would like to talk

about it before I sit down here, you got a drug problem, don’t

you, you use pot and crack, right?

A

Q

Right.

And you still do that, right? = You have been doing that

for quite a while, right?

A

Q

Right.

And, in fact, you do a little more, you mix prescription

medication with your crack, don’t you?

A

Q

&0

No.

You wouldn’t do that?

No.

Did you testify previously that you did that?
What you mean prescription medicine?

I don’t know, drugs, other drugs, pills. Do you ever mix
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pills with crack?

A No, I smoke marijuana with it.

0 Smoke marijuana with crack?

A Yeah.

Q . If I find somewhere back there that you told a jury that

you mixed prescription drugs and, pills with your crack, that
would be incorrect?
A Yeah, I never mixed no pills or nothing.
Q All right.
MR. DUFF: If I could have a moment, Your

Honor.
0 Page 224 of the Benson Davig trial, 224, Mr. Prosecutor.
Well, you said, you were asked, "When did you start taking
medication?" |

"After this happened.™

"Just after you went on to cocaine and doctors’
prescriptions?™

"No, I went from the aoctors’ prescriptions --

Question: "To cocaine, correct? You went from doctors’
prescriptions to cocaine, right?"

"Right . "

So maybe I misstated that, right?
A Yeah,»you did.
Q But you went from doctors’ prescriptioné to using crack,

right?
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Right.
Are yoﬁ a crack addict?
No.
You don’t consider yourself a crack addict?
No. |

But you have been using crack for quite a while, haven’t

Yeah.

You don’t work, other than working as a snitch and giving

testimony. How do you support your crack habit?

A
Q
A
Q
A

&0 P 10 0

@

o

I do work, I keep a job for almost a month.

I Ehought you told the Prosecutor you don’t work?
I don’t work now, no;

How are you supporting your crack habit now?

I don't.

What do you do, steal, beat people up?

I ain’'t smoking crack now.

I.thought you said you are, smoking crack and pot?
I recently stopped. |

You had a conversion? When did this happen?

A month or so.

It was out of control, wasn’t 1it?

No.

You had it under control?

Yeah.
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MR. DUFF: I think I'm done, Judge. Hold on one
gsecond. Nothing else, Your Honor. |
THE COURT: Mr. Rosenbaum.

REDIRECT EXAMINATION OF WILLIAM AVERY, JR.

BY MR. ROSENBAUM:

0 Sir, did you, would you describe the=Bed®in the apartment
after the fight was over?

A There was, it was turned sideways, partially hanging off
the box spring.

0 Mr. Duff wrote down on one of those diagrams on 12/17 you
took the stand'to say "I'll"perjure myselé, I lied because I
needed the money." Do you remember that?

A Yeah.

0 Why did you say that?

A Because I was scared’ for my life.

Q Why?

A You all turned your back, I couldn’t get é hold of you.

Q You mean me and Det. Taliano?

A Right.

0 That’s after you wanted the $10,000 or refused to
testify?

A Right.

Q - Where did vyou find yourself, where were you after that,

why were you afraid?

A Because I was in that witness’ firoom, that’s when.
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Where was this witness’ room at?
In the county jail.
You were in jaill and who else was in jailv?
Lenworth was in there, too.

Pardon me-?

A O N - o

Lenworth.
Q Lenworth Edwards, is that the person you were supposed to

testify about if you got the $10,000°?

A Yeah.
Q What did he say or do to you?
A They locked us in the .same, reom. together, I was being

held for Court, and they brought him in there, they brought

him in.
Q The same room or area?
A Same area.

Q And what happened?-
A He came to me{and he saidﬁ "Why vou tell®" And I shut my
door, and --
| MR. DUFF: Object.
THE COﬁRT: Overruled.
Did he make any gestures to you?:
Not at that time.? After I came back from Court he did.

Q

A

Q What did he say?

A He did like this, and did like that to me.
Q

Why didn’t you tell Det. Taliano that at your first
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meeting you were behind Westgate and saw the stake with the
shiny object before you ran?

A Because I was :gcared that I was going to be locked up

with them, beihg locked up with them because I was back. there.

™~

Q You testified you got how much for the reward?
A $2,000.

0 And how much to relocate to Detroit?

A A thousand.

-

Q But you admit you made five hundred some thousand from

- this, is that correct?

A How much?
Q . I mean $5,000 some dollars?
A If you add the time I'm sitting in Lorain City Jail.

0 Tell the Court why the additional 2,000 some odd dollars,

where it came from and where you got it?

A As a material witness sitting in the city jail.

Q So you were locked‘up?

A Right.

0 As a witness?

A Right.

0 Was that for your protection?

A Right.

Q Who paid you thaﬁ money? Did you get it from the Court

that locked vyou up?

MR. DUFF: Objection.
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THE COURT: Overruled.
A Yeah.
0 You testified on cross you did not.want to .get qut of
jail at this time?
A “Noi
0 Why was that?
A I felt Saféem in there.

Q Now, Mr. Duff asked you if you intended to go beat

'somebody up when you were going with Al Monday that night, and

vou said you did not. What did you think you were going to do
with Al Monday when you went with him?

A I just paid him for the dope. He usually had dope. He
didn’t have nothing, and I asked him, what was up, and he
saild come with me, and I thought he was going to pick up some

more dope.

Q But you later heard it was to beat someone up?
A Right.
Q If it wasn’'t Marsha, would you have done it?

MR. DUFF: Objection.
THE COURT: Overruled.
A No.
Q Did you tell the truth today about what happened to
Marsha? |
A Yes, I did.

-

MR. DUFF: Object to this.
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THE COURT: Overruled.
Q Do you know anything about Floyd Epps’ murder?
A No.
Q What group of people killed Marsha Blakely and left her
behind that bar?
A The New York group.
o) And who wasg that?
A Al Monday, the man right there, JR, Lenworth, Justice and
Supreme.
Q Were you there, do you know what happened to her after
someone was making this motion with the shiny object?
A No.
MR. ROSENBAUM: I have no other questions.
THE COURT: Mr. Duff.
'MR. DUFF: Just a couple, Your Honor.
RECROSS;EXAMINATION OF WILLIAM AVERY, JR.
BY MR. DUFF:
Q Mr. Avery, the Prosecutor asked you on redirect about the

ress, right?

A Right.

Q And you said‘it got knocked off, right?

A It was hanging, you know, partially off the bed.
Q They were beating her on the bed?

A Yeah, it started on the bed.

Q And that’s where you would expect to find blood; right,
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on the sheets and stuff?
A I guess, if, you know --
Q If she got beat there you would find blood there?
MR. ROSENBAUM: Object.

THE COURT: Overruled.

A She got beat from the bed to where the table’s at.
0 It was a long beating, 20 minutes right? -
A About.
Q And for some time she was beaten on the bed?
A It started on the bed.
Q ‘It wouldn’t surprise you if they found blood there?
A No, it won’t surprise me.
Q They probably should have, right?
MR. ROSENBAUM: Object.
THE COURT: Overruled.
Q If you’'re telling the truth and there’s sheets on the bed

and blankets, right?

A I didn’t pay that much attention.

Q , If you’re telling the truth and she got beat as bad as
you said, you would expect to find blood there, wouldn’t yoﬁ?
A Yeah, I would, of course.

Q Yeah. You never said anything about being behind that
plaza all through September,‘all through October, November,
December, until the end of January, 5 months later, right?

A I suppose.
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Q And is it your testimony today that the only reason you
lied to the police you have lied throughout, right, because

your dad told you you should lie about certain things, right?

A No.
Q Your dad never told you to lie?
A No.

Q He wouldn’t do that?
MR. ROSENBAUM: I object as beyond the scope.
THE COURT: Sustained.
MR. DUFF: Thank you, Your Honor.
MR. ROSENBAUM: I- have no other questions.
THE COURT: Any questions from the members.of

the Jury?

e T T —

Thank you, Mr. Avery, you’'re free to step down.
'Mr. Rosenbaum, your next witness.

MR. ROSENBAUM: Gino Taliano.
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INTERVIEW OF WILLIAM AVERY. JR. AKA BB.
1-23-1992

R— Detective Resindez

W— William Avery, JR. [a.k.a. as BB]

R— 123.. today’ date is January 23, 1992 the time is aproximately 6.50 pm. Present is
detective resendez, of Lorraine police dept. the following is the interview with william
avery jr. in regards to the floyd eps, marsha blakely hOIIllClde I was contacted by Mr.
Avery who is presently incarcerated in lorraine mty jail, on a matertal witness..
charges along with a perjury charge... stemming from the first trial of lenworth
edwards Mr avery has indicated that he uh has further information in regards to the
investigation. Ok bb... we already talked and ah you gave me a brief outline of the
additional information, I want you to go through 11; again. Starting from the
beginning when uh... you got to the apartment... that being floyd eps apartment

W— alright um...al Monday came over, he came over forto collect his money } and
then he asked me to go somewher with him and which we went over to the
apartment. When we got over there there... there was um J. r., shakim, and um . Jr,
shakim, and um j.r ...the dude that I didn’t know was zﬂready there ... jr, shakim
and lenworth was already there and when we pulbd up we all started walking
towards the house. And the dude was standing in the door and when we went in
Marsha was she was sitting over by the bed, over that wayand she explained to al
explained to me because I told him to get my bill down if he needd somebody beat
up, I’d do it for him. And so that’s what he wanted me to do, ] found out once I got
there, he wanted me to beat her up and I told him I can’t do it because I been
knowing her for awhile and I just can’t put my hands on her and when I tolchim
that the rest of them starting beating her up. (Inaud|ble) struggling by the bed they
mussed the bed up over there, the struggle went on all the way to the... kitchen,
where we was standing, they knocked the table over, and lenworht was hitluring the
struggle and he stopped beating on her, and the other three was constantly beating -
her, (inaudible} Al Monday just stood there looking out ...and then after they got done
beatin her, well while they was beatin her, shakem said three times where my shit
at? That was about the only words that [ heard.. and then after they got done we all
started headin out and JR drug her out of the houlse to the car.... that was in front
of the yeah... Al’s car which Al was driving... they all got in that car and Al gtin
the car behind them and what I didn’t tell you all from the start we all went straight

song “‘I"" e
r et -‘

f ,uEXhlblt
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up the street and we made a right and went all the|way down to the back ofwestgate

and we went all the way down to the(Inaudible} rcantisay exactly but in the back of what store

or once {Inaudible) cos | wasnt paying attenfion. And then they got cut the car and the dude | was telling
you about started um stabbing her with an ebject, which | got scared and | ran, | ran home and went
to bed...... with my girlfriend.... Patricia. And that/morning Patricia woke me up
and told me that they had found Marsha behind the behind the bar up there, and
then I got up..... and [ immediately went to Charlotte s house. I had told Charlotte
what happened and Charlotte gotup and went over to I (Inaudible) house and
Marsha’s brother and then about three or four dayls after that I had told her that I
was there and I had seen what happened and she t(lald me to not to say nothing, to
keep it to myself ....but I kept thinkin aboutit and I had ... I couldn’t keep it to
myself and I had to tell somebody else. And me and Charlotte walked over to my
dads house late one night and I told my dad about'xt then my dad went back to our
house and he asked me are you for real, he didn’t beliwe it at first but then he
believed me because the next day he came back tellmg me that he had went down
there and talked to the detectives about what I had told him and that I didn’t have
no choice but to go down there cos they wanted to come out and pik me up but he

had promised them he was gonna bring me in.

R— Alright bb... we are gonna go through this step by step, I let you tell the story,
didn’t interrupt you but now I'm gonna have to ta]i(e it step by step, ok? When you
were picked up at your house, to go over to Floyd’s apartment... alright. You were
where? 2106 7 Excuse me ... 21507
W— 2140.

R— 2140 Lorraine Dr.?

W— (Inaudible)

R— And that’s Patricia Gaddy?
W-— (Inaudible)

R-— Who was in the car, that picked you up?

W-— Al
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R— Just you and Al?

A— yeah.

R— What kind of car?

‘W— It was a dark car... (lnaudible)

R— What was the other car?

A— I really didn’t pay attention to the car.
R-— Was it a big one, little one, white one?
A— It was bigger than the one we had.

R—, alright. So when you got to Floyd Eps apartment, you went directly from your
house to Floyd’s?

W— (Inaudible) Directly [?]
R—- ok when you got to Floyd Eps apartment, who was already there?
A— the dude that I didn’t know was alread); there
R—ok... so...

A— 1n the house, standing in... in and out in the door. So...

R— So this dude that we don’t know, we gonna ce|1Il him either Justice or
Supreme....0k, you told me you get the names mixed up, correct?

A— Right.

R— so it was either Justice or Supreme, right?
A— Right.

R— (inaudible)
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A— it was the dark one.

R— {Inaudible) you say looks like Shakem?
A— No.

* R— Who is the one who looks like Shakem>

A— The dude that was stabbing, (inaudible) looked i
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ke Shakem...

R— Ok that’s what I'm asking you...the guy that was inthe doorway, that you

didn’t know...

A— (lnaudible} was the guy in the picture that you al
in the middle with her face cut out(Inaudible)

| showed me. With the girl sittin

R— You said that was Supreme, you had told us originally that was Supreme.

A— Supreme?

R—7Yeah... That guy was (Inaudible)

A—1 get their names mixed up... like I told you(inaudible)

R— ok, the guy in the picture, who you picked out, who was in the doorway of

Floyd’s is that the guy that stabbed her?
A— (inaudible)
'R— 50 now we got six guys there...right?

A— right.

R— alright so we got Supreme who was in the doorway, the guy who stabbed her

where was he at?

A— he was already behind the bar,(inaudible) he had already packed it away...when

4
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we got there he....
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R-—he didn’t take part in the beating at all, he wasn’t even there.

A— he wasn'’t there
R— ok
A— he had his own car

R— ok...What kind of car was that?

A— it was (Inaudible) ... it looked like it was a Tempo or a Taurus... something like

that

R— ok, what color?

A— (Inaudible) all the cars were dark, there was nothing light colored. That’s why I

couldn’t see it that good.

R— was it a newer or older model, Ford Taurus?

A— i1t wasn’ new one.

R— So, let’s get back to the apartment, OK? So JR is there, JR, Shakem, ad

Lenny. Who go in one car...
A— Right
R— You and Al are in the other car...

A-— Right

R— and when you pull up there, the guy’s in the doorway...

A— Right

R— ok, so he’s already there...
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A— Right

R—alright, so then you walk into the house...
A-—right

R— Marsha was sittin on the bed?

A— right

R— and then Al started to tell you that you were go
down your money debt

A-—right

R— alright, you told him you couldn’t do that...
A—right

R— is that correct? Ok... (inaudible)

A— (Inaudible)

/10 10 of 214}. PagelD #: 2494

nna have to beat her up to work

R— 1f ’'m wrong on anything BB you let me know,

ok... You told him you couldn’t

do that.... you know her too long... same reason.. - up to this point this is all the
information that you had originally told us, that. you added hereand there...
But uh, it’s basically the same... you couldn’t do that because you know Marsha...

A—right

R—alright. So when you said you couldn’t do that,
start beating her up.

Al dlrected these other guys to

A— No, he didn’t direct them, they just stirted beatin her up....

R— they just started to beat her up... ok. Who stood back while these other guys

were beating her up?
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A—me and Al

R— you and Al stood back? The fight started in the bedroom and they carried on

over to the kitchen.

A— (Inaudible) in the kitchen

R— somewhere in during the fight, probably around the kitchen time, lenny , lenny
edwards got hit in the face and he was done... he was done with fighting...

A— {Inaudible)

R——ok and three others, would be JR, Shakem, and

A— (Inaudible)

R— the dude you didn’t know continued to beat her up

A— right (inaudible) until she was unconscious
R— during this fight you heard shakem say wheres
A— (inaudiole)

R—How many times did he say that
A— at least three or more

R— he said that at least three or more times, ok, so
this fight. So JR then draggs her out to the car, the
Al’s...

A— right
R— drags her out to the car, did he go out the back

A— he went out the um... back door, but I don’t thi

7

my shit...

shes knocked unconscious in
one , the bigger car than you and

door or the from door?

nk 1t’s the back door...
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R— this car that they put Marsha in, that was in front of your and Al’s car...

A—rnight

R-—So when you left Al’s... Floyd’s apartment on Sunset Dr. Now is when the
story started changing, Now is what your adding...it)k‘? Are we correct on that?

A— right

R-—ok now you are telling me that you didn’t drive home you drove directly to the
Westgate Plaza.

A—right

R— both cars

A— right

R— the big car and you and Al
A— right
R— and just you and Al are in your car

A—right

R-— So you drove directly to the plaza... did you drive behind the plaza?

A— behind
R— ok so you drove down a little bit and you told
exactly what store you were behind

A—right

R-— but somewhere behind the plaza...the car stop
the car.

me before that you didn’f know

ned and Marsha was taken out of
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A— right

R— and when you tell me the car stopped... did the car stop in line where you
parked close together or were the cars far apart or how were they?

A— they was close together

R— Now I’m gonna ask you to go into a little detail here...Marsha is taken out of
the car

A—- (Inaudible} right

R— Is she Still unconscious?

A—yep...

R— ok... what happens? What happens then?

A— they took her off to the leftside of the car

R— whose they?

A— JR, And the rest of them did...they took off to the left side of the car.... the
other dude’s car was coming this way... at an angle and um when they took her
out... Al Jooked at me and then we got out...

R— ok

A— and the dude walked towards(lnaudible} and he just started um stabbing at her
with an object. I couldn’t see if it was a knife or not...

R— ok this dude....now you don’t know his name or do you?
- A— I think its Justice, I get a little(lnaudible} it was the one Tamika was going with.
R— it was Tamika’s boyfriend right?

A— T think it was Tamika’s boyfriend. They all stayed in that house...
9
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R— What did he look like?

A— light skinned... gold in his mouth... and his ey
blue

R— was he tall, short, fat... thin...?
A— he was about Al’s height

R— fat or thin?

A—thin

R— was he wearing... was he wearing anything in;
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es looked like yours green or

particular?

A— (Inaudible) I don’t remember their clothes. I know...

R— (iﬁaudible)

A—no he wasn’t wearing no glasses.

R— did he have a moustache or a beard? Or anything?

A— he had a moustache, but it wasn’t thick(inaudible) I had on green, green overalls

and a pair of pump tennis shoes, and a black shirt,

R— m-hmmm

a Jordan shirt

A— Al had on a black ... Al had on a black (Inaudible) it looked like a windbreaker. It

"was a suit with a hood on the back of it.
R— like a warm up suit?
A— yeah. (Inaudible)

R— 50 this guy pulls up in his car as Marsha was
car, he pullsup in his car....and...

10

drug out the left side of this other
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A— no that dude didn’t pull up, the dude was there.

R— he was already out of his car?

A— no he got out when we came, when they got her out , he got out and came
towards us

R— his car was parked at the rear of the plaza...
A— we was coming from the projects °

R— uh-huh

A-—— his car was coming this way but at an angle...land as we pulled up and they got
out and took her out... Al iooked at me{lnaudible) and so we got out too.

R— m-hmm

A— but when they got out and took her(Inaudibie) to the car that they was in, well
the dude cames towards them he started to(inaudible) _}erkmg at them, right then I
took off. Ididn’t stay there to see what was.gonna happen.

R— ok. Again, this guy that was stabbing at her, this is that guythat you described
as the light skinned, gold in the mouth, with either|blue or green eyes.

A-right
R— so then you got scared
A— right

R— alright and ran over to Patricia Gaddys's house. At 2140 Lorraine Dr, You
spent the night there? '

A— yeah stayed there {Inaudible){8.30] in the morning...

R— did you tell Patricia what you saw?

3!
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A— no.

R— ok... so in the morning, Patricia tells you Hey they found Marsha dead...

A— yeah

R— ok, now in between that time, before the morrlﬂng... If I remember correcty,
didn’t you see Al Monday coming from the plaza walking thru the projects?

A—that’s what I told you, Al didn’t come back. Al didn’t come back.
R— so that part about Al say Hey we knocked the junkie off, is that true or false?

A— that’s false. I said that when that lie detector lfnowed that I was holding
something back, I didn’t want to place my self over there at the scene of that crime.

R— so all that part about Al coming back is all false...
A—right
R—ok. Did you ever see Al Monday after thatagain?

A— Yeah... (Inaudible}

R— when?
A- he came over to Charlotte’s house one time and he told me that he ain’t got no
more dope. He gotta go, he gotta make another tr1p and so he sent that dude Patch
back to (Inaudible) but 1 had to go to the projects to meet him and I went back to

Patricia’s house and that’s where Patch came overjthere, Patricia knowed he came

there and he gave me some more dope.

R— did Al ever make reference when you met him for more dope... did Al ever
make reference to the fact that they killed this girl.

A— no.

R— There was never ever any conversation between you and Al, or you and
Shakem, or you and JR that they knocked this bitch off.

12
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A—no.

R— They knocked this junkie off?
A— no.

R that was all false?

A— that was false.

R~ ok. So then you left Gaddy’s on Lorraine Dr.,
over to Charlotte’s.

A—right.
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in the morning and you went

R— But you didn’t tell Charlotte what was going on, right then and there did you?

A—no. .
R— When did you tell Charlotte?
A— about three or four ddys afterwards...

R— because it was weighing on your mind?

A— right.

R— alright. So you told Charlotte and Charlotte goes and tells her brother?

(Inaudible}

R-— Who did Charlotte tell?

A— Charlotte didn’t tell nobody, after I told her tha I was there. {Inaudible) I seen

her.

R— ok. Charlotte told you to keep it to yourself.

13
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A— Keep it to myself, not to tell nobody, that wa
inside me....

R— ok.

A— but I couldn’t hold it inside me.
R— so you told your dad?

A— So I told my dad about it.

R— and then your dad tells Taliano...

* A— (Inaudible)
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s just something I had to hold

R— and then we all know what happens after that, you come in here

A~ {Inaudibie)

R-— and this whole ordeal starts.

A— right.

R— ok, now you took a lie detector test, remember?
A— (Inaudible}

R— here?

A— (Inaudible)

R— and at that time, Lt. Daniel, the guy who gave the lie detector test, asked you if
there were any questions or any information that you were holding back.

A— (Inaudible)

R— what was your answer to that?

A— 1 told him there was something I was holding back.

14
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R— ok.
A—- and then | knew 1 had... I couldn’t place mys

placed myself at the scene where she actually got
be going down with them and I didn’t wanna be g

I didn’t do.
R— Mm-hmm

A— and so | held that back and made up the part
Patricia’s house.

R-— ok. Now that’s total? {Inaudible)
A— {Inaudible) that’s everything
R— There’s nothing you can add to it.

A— (Inaudible)
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elf there, cos I thought if I had
cut, or stabbed, that [ was gonna
oing to jail for life. For something

about Al coming back to

R— the fact that you added the part that Al Monday said that they knocked the

junkie off, that being false, is there anything else
A—no.
R-— Total truth.

A-— Total Truth.

that is false in this whole story?

R— ok. Does anyone else know who this light skinned guy with the gold in his

mouth and has the blue or green eyes. Tamika?

A— Tamika seen him when she was at Tamtka’s
light skinned dude...

-~

R— Patricia Gaddy?
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house. Patricia seen the dude, the




