

				


CRYSTAL TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING
October 8, 2025, 7 pm
Crystal Community Center
The meeting was called to order by Supervisor C McCracken at 7:00 p.m.  followed by the Pledge of Allegiance and Prayer.
MEMBERS PRESENT:  C McCracken, A Little, V Bogart, D Wight, P Baker-Marek
PUBLIC COMMENT
Approval of Agenda and accept the Consent Agenda:  Motion by Little, seconded by Baker-Marek to approve the agenda and accept the Consent Agenda, Motion carried: ayes-all 
Approval of the Consent Agenda:  Motion by Little, seconded by Wight to approve the Consent Agenda.  Motion carried: ayes-all
REPORTS:
a. Montcalm Co Buzz:   
b. Fire Report:  reviewed 
c. DPW: 
d. Duck Lake Improvement:  Next meeting October 18
e. Downtown Development:  
f. Park & Recreation Board:  Motion by Little, seconded by Bogart to eliminate the Park & Recreation Board, amending Ordinance #18.  Motion carried 4-1: Ayes-McCracken, Baker-Marek, Little, Bogart.  Nays-Wight.
CORRESPONDENCE:
a.  Montcalm County Drain Commission:
     i.  Manzer
     ii.  Sheldon
     iii.  Crystal Township #10
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
a. Tree Grant
b. Beach Lease –
a. Motion by Baker-Marek, seconded by Little to approve moving to closed session at 7:15.  Motion carried:  ayes-all.
b. Motion by Baker-Marek, seconded by Little to returning to regular session at 7:36.  Motion carried:  ayes-all.
NEW BUSINESS:
A. Video Monitoring Policy/FOIA:   Motion by Baker-Marek, seconded by Wight to approve revised Video Monitoring Policy.
CRYSTAL TOWNSHIP
MONTCALM COUNTY, MICHIGAN
At a regular meeting of the Township Board for Crystal Township held at the Township offices on October 8, 2025 at 7 pm the following Policy was offered for adoption by Township Board Member Baker-Marek and was seconded by Township Board Member Wight.
A Policy to establish a procedure for monitoring Video Cameras.
Security Cameras:

The Crystal Township Board strives to take reasonable precautions to assure a safe and secure environment for its citizens and staff.  Because Crystal Township Board is unable to provide direct supervision over all areas in and around Township Properties, video security cameras have been placed at selected locations in order to observe and record visible activities of persons visiting  Township Properties.
These video security cameras will be used where needed to discourage negative behavior, to assist Crystal Township Board in preventing the recurrence of any negative behavior and, when necessary, to provide law enforcement assistance in prosecuting criminal activity.  The purpose of this policy is to establish guidelines for the placement and use of video cameras, as well as the access and retrieval of recorded video images.
Cameras may be installed in locations where staff and citizens would not have an expectation of privacy.  Examples include common areas of Township Properties, such as entrances, parking areas, near ballot drop box, recycling compactors, public seating areas, and park pavilions.
Cameras will not be installed in areas where staff and the public have a reasonable expectation of privacy, such as restrooms.
The following procedures and guidelines shall govern the use of the video security cameras:
Video security cameras are installed in selected locations of Township property.
Cameras will not be installed for the purpose of monitoring staff performance and are not to be used to monitor citizens’ lawful behavior.
A sign will be posted informing the public that security cameras are in use.
Staff & citizen safety is the first priority in any threatening situation.  The protection of Crystal Township property is of secondary importance.
The Township Board has no obligation to monitor the cameras in real time.  Because the cameras are not constantly monitored, staff and the public should continue to take appropriate precautions for the safety and for the safety of their personal property.  The Township is not responsible for the loss of property or personal injury.
Images will typically be stored for a period of 30 days.  As new images are recorded, the oldest images will be automatically deleted.
Authorization to view stored images may be granted by Township Board members or their designees.  
At the instruction of a Township Board member, selected video may be saved for as long as appropriate.  This saved file becomes a “stored video record”.
Among other purposes, stored video records may be used to provide tangible evidence as a means of identification, and may be turned over to law enforcement agencies with appropriate staff.
Requests from the public for access to camera images will follow Crystal Township FOIA Policy
The vote to adopt this Policy was as follows:
YEAS:  McCracken, Little, Wight, Bogart, Baker-Marek
NAYS: None
POLICY DECLARED: APPROVED
B. Spring Street Resolution:
CRYSTAL TOWNSHIP BOARD
MONTCALM COUNTY, MICHIGAN
Resolution No. 25-008
At a Regular Meeting of the Crystal Township Board (“Township Board”) held on October 8, 2025 beginning at 7:00 p.m. at the Crystal Community Center, the following Resolution was offered for adoption by Township Board Member Baker-Marek and was seconded by Township Board Member Little:
RESOLUTION TO RELINQUISH JURISDICTION OF PUBLIC ROAD RIGHT-OF-WAY
WHEREAS, the  Township Board of Crystal has received a petition from James & Kelly Stiles requesting the abandonment of a portion of Spring Street lying between Gratiot Avenue and Park Avenue, described as follows:
A portion of Spring Street lying between Block 2, lots A & E and Block 3, lots D, E, F & 85 of the plat of Supervisor’s Plat of Crystal, Section 08, T10N, R05W, Crystal Township, Montcalm County, Michigan.
WHEREAS, the Township Board of Crystal recognizes that the Montcalm County Board of County Road Commissioners abandoned a portion of Spring Street on September 24, 2025.
WHEREAS, the Township Board of Crystal recognizes that a street or alley in a recorded plat may be discontinued or vacated by resolution of the township board (MCL 560.255a, 560.256 and 560.257)
WHEREAS, the Township Board of Crystal recognizes that this resolution (when properly filed) “vacates” the road, but does not cause the vacated road to become part of the adjoining lots.  A court judgement, plus an amended plat, is required to finalize that.  Upon a court-ordered vacation or abandonment, title reverts to the owners of each side of the vacated or abandoned road.  (MCL 560.226 and  560.256)
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Township Board of Crytal Township, Montcalm County, consents to the abandonment of a portion of Spring Street described above.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Crystal Township reserves an easement for public utility purposes within the abandoned portion of Spring Street. 
The vote on the motion to adopt this Resolution was as follows:
YEAS:	McCracken, Wight, Little, Bogart, Baker-Marek
NAYS:  None
RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED.

C. Sidewalk Repair Estimate:  Motion by Little, seconded by Bogart to approve bid from TradeMark for sidewalk repairs.  Motion carried: ayes-all.
D. Trick or Treat Hours:  Motion by Baker-Marek, seconded by Bogart -Trick or Treat hours 5-7 on October 31.  Motion carried: ayes-all
E. East Hall Estimate:
PUBLIC COMMENT:
Motion by Little, seconded by Baker-Marek to adjourn at 8:04.  Motion carried: ayes-all. 





