
The NEPA Process
The San Antonio Project proposed by Barksdale Resources Corp (Barksdale) is used as an example
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Barksdale submits proposed exploratory drilling plan for San Antonio 
Project to lead Federal agency.  In this example the Forest Service (USFS) 
is the lead agency.  The USFS solicits input from other Federal and local 

agencies as appropriate.

Are environmental effects of San Antonio Project likely to be significant 
based on information submitted by Barksdale?

USFS determines if the
drilling project can be
granted a categorical

exclusion (CE)*

USFS cannot determine 
impacts and/or project 

is not granted a CE

USFS determines if there 
are extraordinary circum-
stances that could result 
in adverse effects despite 

a CE

USFS prepares an 
Environmental Assess-
ment (EA) including 
public involvement

Does EA indicate 
significant environ-

mental effects?

USFS makes determi-
nation of no signifi-

cant impact

USFS determines that significant 
environmental effects may or will 

occur

USFS prepares an Environmental 
Impact Statement (EIS) including 
appropriate public involvement

Draft EIS completed by USFS

USFS issues Record of Decision 
to allow or deny project includ-

ing monitoring and/or mitigation 
measures

USFS issues Final EIS and makes it 
available to the public

USFS prepares Final EIS taking 
into account public and agency

comments

USFS solicits public comments on 
Draft EIS

USFS decides to allow or deny proposed drilling plan 
and may require monitoring or mitigation of impacts

Barksdale implements drilling plan with monitoring/mitigation as outlined in USFS decision

* A categorical exclusion (CE) is an activity that does not have a significant impact on the environment as defined  in 
the Code of Federal Regulations (36 CFR 220.6(e)(8)).
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