
ll l;rt 
~ 'l1A ltt 

111"~ 
• 

,1 ~1 

" 
~id ~~--"~ 
Clt_ 
... tl~ttil ~ 

cltn s 1100 t 
it I ~ 1~ 



' • ' 

On the fostructions of members of the Aristocracy and Gentry 

\ ~ ~~I [ij :@M 1§~•liJ.~ :~;,;:,~~ <;;:;~~~ion with 

g iJJale 
bp Jj3ribate f!Jreatp 

of 1lor1Jsbips of tbe Jl!latt1.1r 
anb an Jfrisb 

Jfeul.Jal T!iaronp 
irulubirrg f!Ibe 'JLorbs{Jip of 1/i1ribewell.1J]slsce tbe paridb of is>t 

q/;[emerrt lJBsned, irr tbe q[,ifp of 1lorrbo1r srrb §§>borebitc!J, 'Jlorrborr 

Catalogue: £15.00 or US$30.00 

All prices are subject to a buyer's premium of 10% plus VAT: 
please see "conduct of the Sale", infra 

Manorial Auctioneers Ltd 
104 l(ennington Road 
London SE 11 6RB · 

Value Added Tax No: 547826410 

Telephone: 020•7582 1588 (Intemationaj_; + 44~20) 
Facsimilie: 020-7582 7022 

email: manorial@msgb.co.uk 
Website: www.msgb.co.uk 



List of Lordships offered 

Foreword: 

LORDSlDPS of the Manor 

BARONIES by Tenure 

Feudal Lords of the British Isles 

Glossary 

Conduct of the Sale 

The Origin and Evolution 
of English Manors 

CONTENTS 

p iii 

p iv 

p viii 

p xvii 

p xviii 

p xxi 

p xxiii 

A note on the Scott family, Earls of Eldon, p xxix 
and their collateral, Sir Ernest Scott 

A note on the Malttavcrs family, sometimes p xxx 
Lonis of the Purbeck Manors in Dorset 

A note on Coinage pxxxi 

HISTORICAL details of Lordships offered p 1- 118 

List of Publications 

List of Descents 

p 119 

p 120 



LIST OF LORDSHIPS 

Eggergarth Lancashire p 1 
Oanerew Herefordshire p 3 
East Hall Essex p 7 
Oroomsport Co Down, Ulster p 9 
Purse Caundle Dorset p 10 
North Filham Devon p 11 
Harburtonford Devon p 14 
Staunton Harold Leicestershire p 16 
Sherrif's Lench Worcestershire p 22 
Wix Park Hall Essex p 24 
Ray Essex p 26 
Cokesputt Devon p 27 
Chepstow Monmouthshire p 28 
White Oxen Devon p 36 
Westpon Dorset p 37 
Arne Dorset p 41 
Barony of Ivecolyan Co Meath Ireland p 42 
Draycott Derbyshire p 52 
North Ludbrooke Devon p 54 
Fardell Devon p 58 
Hardwick Bedfordshire p 60 
Sunningley Sussex p 64 
Stourland Essex p 66 
Girley Co Meath, Ireland p 68 
Helpringham Lincolnshire p 71 
Ridings Court Buckinghamshire p 73 
Pitstone Neymut Buckinghamshire p 75 
Lupton Devon p 77 
Churston Ferrers Devon p 82 
Gafney Co Meath, Ireland p 84 
Waynfords Buckinghamshire p 86 
Aldwark Yorkshire p 87 
Picton Cheshire p 88 
Bericote Warwickshire p 92 
Little Neston Cheshire p 94 
Bridewell Palace City of London p 96 
Allens Cambridgeshire p 101 
Burdeleys Cambridgeshire p 104 
Hinton Nethcrhall Cambridgeshire p 105 
Shoreditch London p 107 
Topcliffes Cambridgeshire p 109 
Tibshelf Derbyshire p 111 
Bressingham Priory Norfolk p 112 
Softlcy Northumberland p 113 
Lytchen Matravers Dorset p 116 
Smisby Derbyshire p 118 

iii 



LORDSHIPS OF THE MANOR 

LORDSHIPS of the Maror ae among the oldest tillee in En­
gland and pre-date the Nomun Conquest, begun by W'tllillll I 
11 the Bat tie of Hu tins• in I 066. 

Historiam arc not agreed on bow the word Manor originated. 
It has been suggested that it was a French import, fllllllOir, or 
perhaps even older, from the Latin, manerium. Nor arc histori­
ans sure whether it wu I purely Suon concept. ita origins lying 
in the need for sclf-<lefcnce down the cast coast 1gaim1 suc­
ceeding incllflions by Ocnnlllic tribes and later Vikings. 

They are agreed. however, tlul the Manor was the pivot of the 
Feudal Systrm, defined by the 11th cmtury "by certain ecclesi­
astics who propounded the theory lhat human society was di­
videci into three orders. the ortioru, the bdlotoru, and the lobo­
rllloru: those who protected it with lhcir prayers and their 
,wordl, and those who tilled the cll1h to support the other two 
classes" (Dr AP M Wright, Senior Assistant Editor, VCH writ• 
ing in the Bulletin of the Manorial Soc~ty of GreaJ Britain, 
1981). 

By the reign of Edward the Confessor (1042-66), the Lord of 
the Manor, be he the local leader, or some great suu:run, such 

as Earl Godwinson of Merci a, WIS the most importanl person in 
village affairs, whether ii be collectin& llXcs for the King or 
dispensing "high justice", the power lo inflicl death in his courts. 

HislDrians are also agreed rJw the Nonnans instibllioaalised the 
Manorial System in Domesday Book, compiled for William the 
Conqueror in 1086 and listing 13,4 I 8 Manors and their owners. 
11 wu an inventory of the wealth of the new kingdom and, as 
Juch. is still a Oovemmen1 document. housed 11 the Public 
Record Office where ii is known IS Public Rcaird No 1. The 
oonquerors also introduced the word/tudum, from/euum (the 
Latin farm of the Old En&)uhfeoh. cattle, money, poSSCISions 
in general); cilher a landholder'• holding, or lands held under 
die t.enm of a specific granL 

11 took ·lhe 181h c:c:ntury, however, to come up with the Clpres­
sioa .. Peudal Sys&an" wluchisl'lllde to have uniform operation 
in die High Middle Ages. Few thin&• could be further from the 
trurb. The Feudal Sy&lem wu veru.tilc and divene, which IJ 
why ill form of lmdholdini IUrVived in 111111y parts of England 
and Walea Ll1til die I 920s. 

In lell.lm for hiJ protection 111d the land he gave them. the people 
OD lbe Manor, fJom alavea IO freemen, owed their Lord certain 
l«Vices, ran,ing from money renta lo working so many day, a 
wedc on lbe Lord'• "home (arm", or donuN, without pay 
(wedc-wodc). 

In theory, most men held their land "at pleasure'', though in prac­
tice ~1e "customary tenant,", or villeins, were fairly secure, p-o­
vidcd thcywtdcrtook their se,viccs: week-work, the harvest boon 
(prtcarla) when they helped the Lord get his com in. used lhe 
Lord's mill to grind their com and his fold for their llnimals so 
~111 he might benefit from the manure on his land. 

If the tenants of the Manor disagreed, they went before the ma­
norial court, presided over by one of the Lord's officas, usually 
the Bailiff, who decided and imposed fines often called "arbi­
trary" though. in fact, usually determined by custom. H !here 
were some crime committed, the Lord could arrest. try, and pm­
ish upto "pit and gallows", gibber. and mutilation. 

In the High Middle Ages of the 12th century, a Lord could sim­
ply say: "ii is my will" and there is surely no bcuer basis for 
prestige than this. Indeed, the great "nobles" of the period ex­
pressed their power through the number of Manors they held, 
many becoming barons by tenure and, by the reign of Edward 1, 
barons by wri1 of summons 10 Parliill!1ent. 

Throughout the Middle Ages, 1he English nobility wu a caste 
whose power wu based on the ownership of land through lhc 
Manor. Their peerages, unlike those on the continent. were 
purely honorific and they lost them if they lost their landed sta-

1\JS. 

Nothing is immutable and in lime lhe powers of the Lord were 
diminished. Por example, no self-respecting King of England 
could permit any other than his own appoin1ed officials lo have 
power or life and death over the King's JUbjccts. From lhc 
reign of Ht'nfy Il, the royal itincra.n1 justices foughl a long battle 
with the Lord of the Manor over his powers of aiminal juris­
diction. Of course, the kings evenl\lally won. but when Eliza­
beth I instiruted justices of the pcacc. it wu the Lord of lhe 
Manor to whom she looked to fill thi1 post as they had the llalus 

and local knowledge neccsSIJ)' 10 win respect Manorial Lords 
arc by no means miss.ing from the li.sts of justices, deputy lieu­
tenant.s. or even lords licu1ena111 lodsy. 

At the economic level, the medieval period saw changes. A 
subslllllial inctcase in the population in the 13th century meant 
that the irlcsome duty of weelc-worlc from a reluctant peasantry 
became increuingly unproductive. Agriculrural science did 
nol improve until the 18th ccntwy so that land thal had been 
was1e II Domesday was being taken under the plough by lhe 
14th cenrury. 

The rcault was the evolution of paid labourers (men no longer 
lied to lhe land ~ugh the Lordship and, importantly, "free" U\ 
a manner of speaking) and the reclamation (assarting) of was to 
which wu granted out by lords on very favourable wms tQ 
people who became copyholden, elfectively freeholders WhQ 
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held tille to their land by topy of the manorial court roll in re­
turn for a half-yearly rent payable at Ilic Lord's courL The 
customary tcnanlS gradually bencfitted from this process too 
and became copyholden. 

Although ftequcnlly strict in the application of l11eir manorial 
rights, lhe Church, Ilic largest landowner, tended to be a rcvolu­
tionii.ing institution, its pricsl11ood, right up to the highest prel­
ates, originating in the vast majority of cases from the peas­
antry. 

Lords would oficn apply to lhc King for special rights wilhin 
the Manor. The most valuable of these was the monopoly to 
hold a market and fair in the Manor and lltcse arc the most com­
mon among Royal Charters to Manorial Lords: l11ere were vir­
tually no shops as we know them, apart from London, Norwich, 
and York, and retailing was done at m11rkets, the Lord usually 
being granted in his Charter a Pie Powder Court by which he 
regulated the activities of buyers and sellers. He derived a fi. 
nancial benefit, first, from letting booths and 11111s, and, sec­
ond, from the profits of the justice his officers meted out. 

There arc charters for foreshore rights, rights of wreck, treasure 
trove, free warren (sponing rights), riparian and and piscnrics 
rights (river banks and fishing). These arc special rights. 

Droit ~ seigneur, or jus prim~ noctis, the right to have the 
bride on her wedding night, is largely a fiction. It was an al­
leged right of feudal lords in medieval Europe to sleep the first 
night with the bride of any of his vassnls. There is some evi­
dence of such a right in some primitive societies. The only 
evidence of its existence in Europe is of payments by a vassnl in 
lieu of enforcement of the right, and it is probable that it was 
merely a kind of tax like the avail or redemption payment in 
lieu of the lord's right to select a bride for his vassal." (The 
Oxford Companion to La111, ed. David M Wallcer). The myth 
has perhaps been perpetuated in the novels of Jane Austen IJ'ld 
Anthony Troloppc. The technical term for licence to many 
was a fine of Merchct. 

General rights were the copyhold income from the tenantry, 
manorial waste. common land, the profits of justice in the ma­
norial court, heriots (payment of "the best beast or chnttcl") on 
death and inheritance, murage and scuJage (a "tax" for sclf­
defcnce), ponlage (a "tax" for bridge repair), mineral excava­
tion rights. and many others. 

It is easy to judge, &om this plethora rights, how important the 
Lord of the Manor wu, not only socially, but economically. 

In 1922, the Oovemment of the day enacted the most thorough­
going legislation touching property in England and Wales. So 
far u the Lord of the Manor was concerned, the Law of Prop­
erty Act abolished copyhold tenure, laking away his right to be 
Lord of the soil save that which he owned direclly. He was 
compensated and the copyholds were converted on I January 
1926 into freehold, or 999-year leasehold. 

But the Act went on to confirm many of the historic rights long 
enjoyed by the Lord of the Manor: the right to market and fair, 
mineral excavation (subject to the enfranchisement of the copy­
hold, lite subsoil still belongs to the Lord of the Manor), fishing 
rights, sporting rights, manorial waste (principally the verges of 
the road and those areas in rural Manors which do not appear to 
belong to anyone), common land rights (subject to the Com­
mon Land Registration Act 1965), even the village green. 

Some Lords today charge a manorial wayleave and arc paid by 
British Telecom £1 a year for every telegraph pole planted in 
the roadside verges. Others operate markets which require plan­
ning consent. Still others, in conjunction with the freeholder, 
employ mineral excavation companies to lake out gravel, or sand 
if the subsoil contains a commercially exploitable deposiL 

111c operable historic rights associated with their Manor must 
be legally established by each purchaser. Those relating to 
Manors in the past included: 

The right to hold market and fairs 

The right lo common land and manorial waste 

The right to all the usual manorial incidents such u mcrchets, 
heriots, wardships, tolls, and cscheats, pickage, stallage, lllrbary, 
and pannage 

The rights to mines IJ'ld quarries within the Manor 

Fishing rights 

Rights of free warren, free chase, and free forest 

Tunber rights 

Rights over river, and foreshore. 

1be essence of a Baron's status, according lo Professor Sir Frank 
Stenton (The First Century of English Feudalism, Oxford Uni­
versity Press, 1932), was his direct personal relationship with 
his Lord, and there can be no closer relationship in medieval 
society than the swearing of fealty to the King himself. The 
Lords of Manors, or ''ntesnc ten.ants", as Professor Stcnton de­
scribes them, "appear as a body of very important people" in 
the 12th century. 'There can be no doubt of their identity, as a 
clus, with the honorial barons of 12th century charters... It is 
an important element in. .. the Anglo-Norman state". Suchmesno 
tenants who held Manors in the 12th century were honorial bar­
ons, or territorial peers. Professor Stcnton adds that these early 
referenc:4;1 to a lord•• barons "aro valuable, historically, for thoy 
show that the barons who appear at a later time in Shropshin. 
Cheshire, Lancashire, and Durlwn did not owe their style ID a 
near analogy between their posilion and that of a tenant-in-chief 
of the Oown, but that they were representatives of men regarded 
u baron.a already in tho Nonnan period. Their titles come, in 
f101, before the conceptloq of baronage wu specialized. .. a spo-
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ci.Uz.ation that was not to begin to take shape unt~ the late 13th 
century with barons by writ and. much later sull, by Jcuers 

parent". 

Sootland. where land law is still feudal, hu long recogniied tlie 
feudal barony 11S distinct from the baronY by writ or patent. and 
still does. Many of England'• most ancient titles o.r wh11t we 
ere now pleased to call nobilil)' arc based on barontcs by ten­
ure: cg Earl Ranulph de Meschines grants the Baro~y of Orey• 
stoclt, Cumbria. to Lyulph. and Henry I c:onfums tlus l~old­
ing. 4'u)ph, whose ancestors are completely unknown. 1s an• 
cestor to eiiht generations of feudal Barons of Oreys~k, be­
fore the nintli generation. in Ralph. is summoned to Parliament 
as a baron by writ in 1295. The difference between tl1c baron 
by writ, or paten!. and the honorial baron, or baron by tenure 
was that lhe latter would not expect to sit in the councils of the 
realm unless summoned beyond the reign orHcruy ID; the former 
cm now sit in the House of Lords as of right. 

The present Duke ofNorfoUc. is feudal Earl of Arundel (besides 
being parliamentary earl), a feudal title which. like Lord of the 
Manor, is protected in lhe 1922 Property AcL The Dulc.e's an­
cestor, William de Albini (Albany), married Adcliza, widow of 
Henry I and daughter of Ood&cy Duke of Lorraine. Adeliza 
had in dowu Arundel Castle, Sussex, and William became Earl 
of Arundel in 1139 by this marriage. The feudal Earldom of 
Arundel came into the Howard family in 1580, on the death of 
Henry FitzAlan, 18th feudal Earl of Arundel, whose d111ghter 
and heiress, Mary, wu mother to Philip FitzAlan-Howard, 19th 
feudal Earl It wu not until the passing of an Act of Parliament 
in 1628 that Thomas Fiu.Alan-Howard, 20th feudal Earl of Arun· 
del, also became parliamentary Bari of Arundel. The Duke's 
feudal Earldom. like a Manor tide, is vested in property. The 
parliamentary earldom would descend to the Duke's successors 
u specified in the Act and subsequent Acts and patenu; but, 
presumably, were the family to part with Arundel Castle, there 
would be a feudal Earl of Arundel in addition to I parliamentary 
earl of the same name. 

Helen Cam, in her Introduction to Law-Finders and Law-Mak.­
ers in Me4Jewd England (Merlin Press, London). says: "Whilst 
lhe King's vassals fulfilled their responsibilities and vindicated 
dieir rigbls in his courts, all over England. their own sub-vas­
sals. the baron'• baro111, were acting u judges in their Lords' 
courts, and helping IO adjust the conflicting claims of the old 
and new laWIII of lhe honour and lhe manor." 

.. 

In describing thcgnship, that Saxon Lordshi • 
Domesday is scattered, Professor PW Maitland (l Wllh Whicft 
and Beyond, Cambridge University Press, 1897)~U Boot 

• d "I th ' ca • f(eahl... thegns barones ma,ores an css• cgns" barol'll: ,,..~ .... ,1 

"Tiic household of a great man, but more cspeciaJI lho ~~. 
household, is the cradle of tl1egnship... Then the Kr King•, . , tJ d tlt tng.. be • 
to give 111.11d to Jus 1egns, an . us ~e nature of lhe • ~ 
modified. The thegn no longer lives m his lord's COUrt~ II 
warrior endowed witli land. TI1en the thegmhip bccorn' 11 

• 

than a relationship; it becomes a status." eainore 

Right into the early Angevir_t period (circa 1160), the Kin , 
barons, Professor Stenton wntes (op cit), "remained a I I 1 

indeterminate body, defined by a rough equality of r::e Ind 
general similarity of territorial position, but by nothing 1h 111d 

1 

' ed I f 1 " Th llevlll approXlmat to 8;11Y ru e o ~w • e wo~d .Baron is used by 
historians and wntcrs today m a way that 1t ts safe to 11 
that the author is thinking of a tenant-in-chief of the King~ 
a general swvey of constitutional history," Professor Maillllld 
remarks, "it is convenient to use Ilic tcnn in this limited lellSe 
But the usage receives no support from the private ch1r1en f 
the Norman period, in which earls, bishops, and many lords :r 
lesser status continually speak of tlieir own tenants as barona. • 

"Dark as is the early history of the manor," Professor Maitland 
writes in The CorutituJional History of England (Cwbrid&e 
University Press, 1926), "we cart sec that before lhe Conquest 
England is covered by what in all substantive points• 111111• 

ors, though the tcnn marior is brought hither by the Normans.* 
Since this is so and since, as already observed, there can be no 
surer basis of prestige than to say, "it is my will", lhe stablS 
conveyed by Manorial Lordship, or Feudal Barony ixe-dllt:s 
the peerage of England, as it is understood today, by at leut200 
years. The former is vested in jurisdiction over land, lhe sec­
ond in the will of the sovereign and is purely honorific. 

The military aristocracy of the 12th century would. I suspecl, 
laugh at the later concept of nobility through pedigree. Most 
would probably not have known who their g(IJld paren~ 
Nothing is lcnown of the family of Hugh the Great. •1111 
France, who ruled that cradle of the chivalric ideal: .w:gs, 
the Conqueror's principal followers were opportWUSIIC Boot: 
most of whom are never heard of again after Dorne:i-~ 
while even of those who went on to bcc<>me earls 

I 
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later, we know virtually nothing of their anteeiedcnts. period 
pedigree charu are fragmentary. Tho Anglo-Norman wasllO 
wu one of great rise, to, and falls from. fornmD• ~pc, Jt,. 
limo to consider such niceties 11 "nobility", or r- )loUSo of 
great family is suddenly there: 1ako tho cele~~ """' of 
Bell&no. who rise lO inslllll JXOminenco: their anct5 Po 1,1-
ono generation seems to havo been a crossboWl1111L dils wtallh 
comes a Lord of Manon and, bolng practical, it was ~ 
11w wu all that mattered. Tho~to.Nonnan u.t~1Y .S IOlfl" 
monarchs were only lniereste4 in a man's tandholdinl 
torlal powor. • • 



In the Prcnch or Oermllll sense of lhe word, medieval Bngland 
had no nobility; that is lo say lhat among lhe freemen there wu 
no intrinsically superior class enjoying a privileged legal status 
of its own, transmitted by descent. In appearance, Bngllsh so­
ciety was an astonishingly egalharinn attucturc. That said, es­
sentially, h was based on the cdstencc of an extremely rigid 
hierarchic division, though the line was drawn at a lower level 
than elsewhere in Europe. It meant lhat on English soil, the 
frccmnn was in law scarcely lc,s distinguishable from lho noble­
man. But the freemen themselves were an oligarchy. Yet En­
gland had an aristOCTacy as powerful as any in Europe • more 
powerful J)Cl'hnps because the land of the peasants, through the 
Manor, was still more at its mercy. It was a class of Manorial 
Lords, of warrior chieftains, of royal officials, and or knights of 
the shire - all of tl1cm men whose mode of lire differed greatly 
and consciously from lhat of the common run of freemen. At 
the top was tho narrow circl~ of earls and barons. D~ing .the 
13th century, this highest group began to be endowed w11h fairly 
definite privileges, but these were almost exclusively political 
and honorific in nature; and, above all, being attAched to the fie/ 
de digniJI, to the Honor, they were transmissable only to the 
eldest son. In short. the class of noblemen in England remained 
u a whole more a social than a legal class. 

Naturally, although power and revenues were u a rulo inher­
ited, and although. as on the Continent. lhe prestige of birth wu 
greatly prized. this group wu too ill-def med not to remain largely 
open. In the 13th century, tho possession ofJandcd wcalth wu 
sufficient to authorize lhe assumption of knighthood, in fact made 
it obligatory, Something like a century and a half later, it offi­
cially confirmed the right (always restricted by the characteris­
tic rule to free tenure) to elect in the shirea the representatives of 
the Commons of lhe land. And, although in theory, these same 
representatives - they were known by the significant name of 
knights of tho shire and had originally, in fact, to be chosen 
from among the dubbed knights - were required to furnish proof 
of hereditary armorial bearings, it does not appear that in prac­
tice any family of solid wealth and social distinctio'n ever en­
countered much difficulty in obtaining pcnniuion to use such 
embloms. Thero were no .. lcuen of nobility" among Ibo En­
gliah at lhia period - the creation of buonelJ by tho needy House 
of Stewart wu only a belated imitation of French practicoa. 
'J'hen wu no need for lh~. The actual situation was enough. 

We must wait until the 14th century, or possibtr tho vped~ late 
13th before tlte Idea of chivalry, or prudhomm1e, or. igree 
beghl lo become Important in Bngland as eonceptsiliscru~1ome 
men apart from others, and reflecting, among o ethr "R gs, : 

• • 'Edward m inaugurates e oun moreaollledstatemsocsety. p 
1
. t, · 1351 in the 

Table" in the Order of the Garter. ar ,am~ m •. 
Statute of Labourer,, attempts for the first hme to restrict _the 

• • • fland and Manors by wealthy merchants from un-acqussihon o . • d again in 
• hcd "old money". Parliament tnca again an . 

povens • to atop commercial the 14th nnd throughout tl1e 15th ccntunes . 
new money from wearing certain furs and velvets, or ownmg 
more than 40 acres in lhe country. 

I ffi ts thwarted by economic realities and the Kings Sue I e or were . 
1 1 

r · 
of EnglMd lhcmselvcs, Ilic Tudors part1~u ar y, pre emng new 
wealth and the cleverness that spawned it, to the old wealth and 
jealousies that sustained it. 

~ 
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Badges, banners, flags, seals were originally intended as means 
by which a man might.be identified in time of b~ttlc. perhaps, or 
on papers which the illiterate, many of w~om mcludcd ~e no­
bility, could recognize. Henry V establi~hed so~ething ~­
proximating to a formalization of these d~v1ccs. ~chard mm 
1484 established lhe College of Arms which contams a number 
of Household officers: the three Kings ·of Arms, Garter, 
Clarcnceux, and Norroy and Ulster; a number of Officers in 
Ordinary (Heralds); and Pursuivants and Officers Exttaordinaey. 
They have granted arms to men and women of virtue for mon 
than 500 years, despite conceits, which have appeared in ever, 
generation since 1484 - even to this day - which would ossify 
tl)e institution. 

It~ been mainly by keeping close to the practical things whic:11 
give real power, and avoiding the paralysis that overtakes social 
classes, which are too sharply divided and too dependent on 
birth, that the English aristocracy acquired the dominant posi• 
lion it retained for centuries, and to some extent still docs. 

In purchasing a Manor, therefore, one inherits the status thll 
this fonn of tenure implies and becomes the successor in title to 
a line of men arid women, many of whom have had a pronounced 
influence on the history of the British Isles. 

Robert Smith 
Chairman 
Tho Manorial Society of Great Britain 



BARONIES BY TENURE IN ENGLAND AND 
~ 

IRELAND 

FROM nm reign o( the Conqueror to the middle or the 13th 
century at least, the dignity orBaron in England was annexed to 
tenitorial possessions dtrivtd from the Crown, for which the 
grantee was boWld to render homage, fealty, and military or 0 ~ 

honourable services. To such possessions was annex~~ pnv~­
lege of holding courts, or the civil and criminaljurisd1cu~n a., JI 
has been called, which right sometimes passed with the Seignory 
u an incident without being expressly named: but more gener­
ally was specially grant.cd by the worch justitiam, curiam, _or 
socha and sacha, inf angtnJhef and ourf angtnJhef. The Shcnff 
could not for the most part enlel the Barony, and '!1e ~aron's 
officers received the King's wriis. In such courts, Justice was 
dispensed by the Baron to his tenants and vassals, or those un­
der him. Besides attending the King in his wan with the num­
bc-r of lcnights reserved by his tenure to the Crown, the Baro?, 
as its vassal, was bound to aucnd the King's Court. the Curia 
Regis. 

This Court, at first held at staled periods in each year, was af­
terwards extended to the Magnwn Consilium (Great Cowtcil), 
to which &he Kini summoned his Barons for their advice and 
consmJ at such times and on such occasions as his exigencies 
required. When atrafewlal scrvica were agreed by the Bar­
ons at chis Court, the conaent of their tenants and vassals was 
also sou,bt by tha holden of such Seignories in their Courts 
Baron. In possession or one or lheae Seignorie.s as a Feodum 
Nobile, with its incident service of attending the Curia Regis or 
COtnlnWW Concilium. ori&inaled the dignity of the Feudal Peer­
age, a Feudal Barony is perhaps a literal Tenitorial Peerage, u 
opposed IO a nominal one today. Aftez the Barons' Warort264-
S, • change root place in England which affected the rights of 
lhe English Baronage. by which it wu established that no per­
son should attend Parliament (Ct>fN1IIUle Consilium) without 
express writs from lhe King. with a sitting in consequence, and 
bas linco been held IO have vested in lhe perion so summoned 
and his heirs lineally an hcreditaiy Barony. Such rules have 
MYer applied IO lhe Barony by Tenure, though there are still 
IOfflO Baronies by Writ. whose holden sh in the House of Lords 
whose ancestors sold their Baronies by Tenure centuries ago'. 
The most r~ example of Ibis is the Parliamenrary Barony of 
Daae of Gilsland, held by lhe Earl of Carlisle. who sold lhe 
Barony by Tc:nure of OU.land wilhout affecting his right IO sit 
In lbe House of Lords, even ifhe, or his 1UCC:e1So11, were 10 Jose 
lbeir ,upcrior Parlilmcallry lillca of Earl or Carlisle and V'u­
c:ioual Howard Morpech. Indeed, Lord Carlisle in 1990sold lhc 
Baioa)' of Morpeda. la 1992, lhe Bari ol Lonsdale sold the 
BIIODY or Burgh, lhough his ance,ror wu ftnt summoned to 
Partiamad under lbeP~ Barony of Burgh. 

At Ilic College or Arms, London, iJ a manuscript~ 
are Barons of 1Jtrce kinds, namely: • '• 

(I) By Tenure (who, in regard thereof, ought lo be 1 
lo Parliament) ~ 

(2) By Writ of Summons 

(3) By Creation, or Lcuers Pa1e111 

Barons by Tenure were of old the King's principal ltnant,, who 
holding an Honor, casUe, or Manor of the King in capilt by 
Barony (per integram Baroniam) were called his Baronu ma. 
jorts, having their titles usually from their principal seats or 
heads (caputs) of their Baronies, and continued to be lhe ~, 
Barons summoned to Parliament until 1265, when Henry m, 
having overcome Simon de Montfort and the rebellious Barons 
at the Battle of Evesham, called a Parliament 10 have Such o( 

them as were slain, taken prisoner, or escaped. attainled 111d 
disinherited; but the number of his faithful Barons being lfflall 
he supplied their number-with other persons of known wonh, 
wisdom, and repute who, by means thereof were henceforth 
Barons by Writ. although they had no possession 1h11 was 
F~od.um Nobile, for they were only lcnants in capite, which 
were no! really BaronJ at all (though some were. some wen 
restored, and some married ladies - the daughtCJs or widows of 
Barons -who conferred Baronies, or at least respectability, upon 
them). Many, however, were not, though they were often called 
to Great Councils as Barons and Peers. This continued to be 
the practice until the reign of Richard Il who, in 1388, intro­
duced th.e cteation of Barom by Leucn Patent. which is now 
the only method by which a person is summoned u a Pc co 
Parliament. saving occasionally those people who can demoll­
slrate lo the Privileges Commiuce of the House of Lords that 
they be entitled to such a swnmons by descent from aBarm by 
Writ The Feudal Baronage in England predates by as much 
as two cenruries the Parliamentary Peerage. Thecontutofdle 
Scottish Feudal Barony is broadly similar except !hat in most 
cases thCJe is some form of real property, properly speaking die 
original manse or its ruins, or its sile which wu ennobled by 
Charter before 1707. The holders of such Baronies in Scodd 
are routinely granted Letters Patent of Recognition in lhe Lyon 
Court. 
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In the reign of King John, an alteration of great importance took 
place in the rights of the Barons and tenants In cap/It; for only 
the principal barons, or barones rtUl}oru, were summoned to 
attend parliament. by particular writs Crom the king; and the 
rest, who acquired the name of barones miMrU, were called by 
one general summons from the sheriffs of their respective coun­
ties. This practice was recognized and legally established by 
the Magna Carta of King John. Selden supposes that in conse­
quence of the quarrels between King John and his Barons, scv­
enl Baronies had cscheated to the Crown, either by auainder, 
or otherwise, which were partly gnntcd to others, and partly 
retained II rewards for those who should come over to the King. 

That several Barons were also so decayed in their estates as not 
IO be able IO support their rank; and the ancient Buons, or 
barones majoru, who retained their possessions, forsccing that 
their dignity might be diminished if the new tenants in chief, or 
granlCCS of the cschClllcd Baronies, and the decayed Barons, 
should remain eqllll to them. procured a law no longer extant, 
or some understanding, in some of the parliaments pre<:cding 
the Great Charter. by which they only in future should be styled 
Barons, and the rest tenants in chief, only, or knights. And be­
ClllSC their ancient name could not be wholly tucn from them. 
lhcreforc. the addition of majoru WIS given ID the ancient and 
more powerful Barons, and that of 11U110ru ID the others. Bar­
ons by Tenure. like Scottish Barons and later Irish Barons, are 
one of the nwwru sort, but only because Ibey no longer sit in 
ParliamcnL (The use of the word "Parliament" in this context is 
not in its specialized sense. but in the sense of a deliberative 
assembly). 

Prom this period. the right of sitting in Parliament appears to 
have been c:onfincd to !hose persons who weie possessed of enJire 
Baronies. But in the reign of King Hemy DI. a still giwer 
allallion took place in the rights of the Barons; for wheieas, 
eveey tenant in capile was, before that period, ipso facto, a Par­
liamanlll)' Baron, and entitled IO be summoned. eithet by the 
Kina'• writ. orby thelberiffofthecounty, ioeveryparliament 
dw was caDod: Yet. lboua that time, some new law ii said to 
have been made, by which It wu establilhed that no person, 
!bough possased o( a Barony, should como IO parliament with­
out being cxpra1ly and particularly nmmonod by tho King'• 
writ. 

This fact is first mentioned by Camden in the Preface to his 
BritaMla who cites an ancient author, without naming him u 
his authority. Ad summum hbnorem ptrlinet a quo rex llenr_icw 
JI/ ex Ian/a mullitudlne quat stdillosa ti turbuknlafuil, optllll()$ 
quosq~ rucrlpto ad comitia par/iamenlaria evocav~rlt, Ille 
tnim {tx 1atls ant/quo scriplort loquor) post magna, 
perturbationes ti enormes ve:xationes inltr ip1um regtm, 
Simofltln dt Monteforte, et alios ba,onu, rnota., ti ,u.rcepltU, 
staluit et ordinavit quod omnes ill/ comilu ti baronu Angliae 
quibus upu ,a dignatus t.st brevia sum~~itioni.t dirig~re, 
venirenl ad parllamentum suum, d non a/11, nui forte dom1ruu 

rex alia vel similia brevia eis dirigert vo/uisset. 

Selden appears ID have given but little credit IO this narrative; 
and says, he never could discover who this ancient writer, cited 
by Camden, was; but thought that, not long after the Great Char­
ter of King John, some law was made that induced the utter 
exclusion of all tenonts in chief from parliament, beside the an­
cient and greater Barons, and such others as the King should in 
like manner summon. ,,....-·-~ .. 

~-... ___s:11,,-;,, 
, ,. r_;.. 

. , 
(
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In consequence of this law, the practice of summoning the 
barona 11U110ru, by the sheriff, ceased, as appears &om the 
Magna Carta of9 Henry min which the chapter respecting the 
summoning of the Barons and tenants in capile, in the charta of 
King John, is entirely omitted. 

From this period, the dignity of a parliamentary Baron was con­
fined to those who were summoned by the Crown; this appeus 
from the words of the writ, by which the King certifies a peison 

10 be a peer, as swcd in the Registuum Brevium. a book as 
ancient IS the SlalUtc of Westminster, 2 13 Edward I which arc. 
Quia pradictum G unum baronumregru nostri, adparliamDlla 
nostra ik summonitione regia venientium, ret:IJrdJJmur. 

It cannot, however, be supposed, that the Crown ever possessed 
the prerogative of omitting IO summon the principal nobles IO 
every parliament, pursuant IO the provisions of the Magna C011a 
of King John; for there is one instance recorded in our history of 
an omission of this kind, which wu immediately noticed in such 
a manner u to prevent its recurrence. 

In the yeu 1225, King Henry ill called a parliament at 
Westminster, and aeveral of the peen being absent fur want of 
writs of summons, the Barons who ll1Cnded refused ro answer 
the King's proposals, fur this reason. QMOd <NMU rune temporis 
non/uer.unt,jwtl4 tenoremMagnae Charf04 YOCali • 11 ldeo line 
paribus .nd.r IIIIIC absenlibus, nul/um volll#Wll t~ respo,vwn 
dare, v,I auxiUum conceder, vel prutan. 

With respect ro tho different orders, and namea or titles ofnobil. 
lty and dignity in Bngland, tho D\Oll ancient are tboN ofBanJO 
and BarL It hu been stated that tho wont baro was originally 
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synonymous Will\ /IOmo; 11\■I all U1<>•0 pw""n• to ,-.hom rvu.,_ 

were granted by Kings and sovereign princes, were called 
t,aro,w d hominu rtgis, sivt qui homlnium regi debtnt, 

Sir Henry Spelman says that the word baron was Introduced 
into England by the Normans: Ad Anglos aultm ptrvtnisst 
videtw-vocabulum baro, vel cum ip.fis NormaMis, vel cum 
Edwardus Confessor auru moruque imbibisset Normann/cos. 
The firit mention of the word which we have met with ls in 
Domesday Vol ii 367 whcte it is said. Hane ttrram invadiavit 
abba.r d barona regi!. And Eadmuus. who lived in the time 
of King Henry I spcuing of WIiliam the Conqueror, says: Nu/Ii 
episcoporum permilltbat uJ aliqucm de baronibus suis, seu 
ministris, pub/ice excomnwnicareJ. 

Selden obsctVes that in the extracts from the Inquisitions, !Aken 
in the time of King John, the phrases of tenentes per baron/am 
d suvilia militaria; and milites et barones lt~ntes in capite de 
rege, arc used for the same persons. In another place he says, 
Tenen. de rege in capite, habere possessio~ sicut baro11iam, 
and to be a baron, with a right to sit with the rest of the barons in 
councils or courts of judgment. according to the laws of th111 
time, were synonymous: and Spelman says, Aevo Henrici 
Secundi quaevis ttnura in capite habebatur pro tenura per 
baroniam. 

Lord Colee has observed that in ancient records the Barons in­
cluded the whole nobility of England, because regularly all 
noblemen were Barons, though Ibey had a higher dignity; and 
the grcat council of lhc nobility wcre all comprchcndcd under 
the name of the Council De Baronage. This is confirmed by 
Matthew Paris, in whose history we find the word baronagium 
used as comprehending all lhc nobility: Domimu ra de con-
1ilio U>tius baroru1gii sui, and Dugdale has cranscribcd lhc fol­
lowing writ of King Henry m lo lhc Sheriff of Hereford.shire: 
Ra V-icecomili Hue[ - Precipimus tibi qll,0(1 si aliqua gDJs 
armaia pu baluvam tuam, contra provisionem rwpu f actam 
apud Glow:estriam, de ccmnwni concilio baronagii nostri. 

In QOllScquence of the practice of subinf eudation, lhc great lords, 
partic:ularly those who were Earls Palatine, called their immedi­
ate tenantJ or vassals, Barons. Thus lhe Earls of Chester and 
the bimops of Durlwn had their Barons. The City or London 
and Che Cinque Ports had also their Barons. In like manner the 
parliammtuy barons wrre called boronu nais or boronu r~glli, 
in order 10 distinguiJh them from those inferior Barons, 

W-llh respect co the various modes by which dignities may be 
ctealed, it 1w been lhown that British dignities weie originally 
Ccudal, and inboducod into Bngland, together wilh lhc rest of 
dw system, by the Nonnw, that Ibey were annexed to the 
pouession of cettain qta,u in land, and must have been ere­
lied by a grant of those csl&les. 

Dignities wc:e acatcd in this manner in France and in Normandy. 
In Scotland the same practice prevailed. Thus, in the printed 
case of the Barldom of Sutherland, it is said that the most &n· 

cient mode of conferring honours in Scotland was by erectint 
ccrlairt estates irtto an Earldom, &c and investing the granU,e 
with those est.ates, of which several ins ranees arc given. And in 
the relllm made by the Lords of Sessions of Scotland in 1739 ro 
the House of Lords respecting the srarc of the Scouish Peerage, 
it is said that before the reign of King James VI titles of honour 
and dignity were created by erecting lands into Earldoms and 
Lordships. 

As all the ancient grants of lands made by the Conqueror and 
his sons to their followers are now lost. the:re exists no insunce 
of the Crown's erecting an estate into a Barony or Earldom. 
Lord Colee says " but now lhe ancient manner of creation is 
allerod; for now, when lhe King creates a duke, a marquis. an 
earl, a viscount, or a baron; he seldom creates a dukedom, 
marquisdome, earldomc &:cad su.stinendum nomen eJ oruu, viz 
lo grant him manoun, lands, 1enemcn1s, &e to hold of him in 
chicfe; for commonly upon crcatio~ the king grants to lbem 
created an annuity"~ And in Lord Gerard's case, Wright. ser­
jeant, says:-'The legal constitution of a Barony is, when Che 
king creates certain lands to be a Barony." 

It also appears from our ancient records that the dignities of 
Baron and Ear~ with a right of sitting in parliament, continued 
to be annexed to the possession of some feudal seigneuries or 
lordships for a long time after the Conquest, a fact that is fully 
admitted by all our eminent antiquaries; by Camden, Spelman, 
Dugdale, and Selden. It will therefore be ncce$$a,y to inquire 
into the nature of those Manors, Seigncuries or Lordships, and 
lo state the cases in which dignities have been held 10 be an­
nexed to the possession of them. 



land. the Conqueror 
On the establishment of theNonnans in Bng Suon thanes upon 
conferred or confumcd the estates of m:~ held immediately 
hia principal followcn, IS strict fo~.' or other honourable 
ofhinuclf, by homage f';'1ty, and ~lar)'Lhcac granu were die 
,«vices The usual 1erv1cca re.scrv on d th ns who 
services. of a certain numbcf of lcnightJ; an . e per~ ave 
rccc.ivcd them, in order to be able to pcrfonn lhCU: services, g 
out by subinfeudation portions of the lands to the~ followers, to 
be held of thcmselvc& by knight service; reserving ~ tract of 
land round their cutlc, or mansion house. for the muntcnancc 
of their own family; by which means their cstat~ became feu­
dal scigneurics, consisting of demesnes and services, and were 
called Manors. 

To every grant of a/eudum nobilt! or feud um digniralis, a~­
diction was always annexed. In conformity to this pracucc. 1t 
may be preawncd that in all the grants of lands m~dc h)'. the 
Conqueror and his sons, 10 be holden of the Cr~wn in cap1te, • 
civil and crimin.al jurisdiction WIS given. For 1t appears from 
Dugdale', Monarticon, that in almost all th~ ~art<:'s _of _la,_ids 
granted by the crown 10 abbeys, a civil and c~mal.Jut1Sd1cti?" 
was expressly given. And we know that &om umc llt111l~on•l 
every Lord of a Manor has exercizcd a jurisdiction over his ten­
ants: a franchise which must have been originally.derived from 
the Crown, directly or tacitly. 

The court in which the Lord of a Manor exercized his jurisdic­
tion was called cwia baronis, the court baron. And Lord Coke 
says:- .. If we labour 10 search out the antiquity of these courts 
baron, we shall find them as ancient as manors themselves. Por 
when th.e ancient kings of this realm, who h~ all the lands of 
England in demesne, did confer great quantities of land upon 
some great personages, with liberty 10 parcel the lands out to 
other inferioc tenants, reserving such duties and services u they 
thought convenient; and to keep courts where they might re­
drC$S nwdcmeanors, within their precincts, punish offences, 
committed by their tenants, and decide and debate controver­
sies arising within their jurisdiction, these courts were termed 
courts baron". 

Every estate oflhis kind had a capital mansion on it. as of which 
the lands granted out to the tenants were held. And being the 
residence of the Lord, it wu called in old French Mancir, a 
mtVU!ndo, from which the whole acquired the name Manor. It is 
also called, and with more propriety, • lordship, being in fact 1 

feudal scignory or dominium, annexed to the possession of the 
demesnes, over the tenants holding lands by a subinreudation 
from the ancient proprietors of such dcmcmcs, by certain ser­
vices, with a jurisdiction over those pusons. And Lord Coke 
says: "A manor in these dayssignifieth the jurisdiction and roy­
alty incorporate, rather thllJl the land or scite". 

Manuium ( says Spelman) est /eudum nobi~. partim vassal/is, 
quos tenentu vocamu.r, ob certa servitia concessum; partim 
domiru1 in usum/amilia~ su~, cumjurisdicti.on.e in va.rsallos, 
ob conct!.S.sa praedio ruervalum, Qua~ vassal/is concedunlur, 
terras dicimus tenonenlolu, quae domino resuvanlw domini­
calu. Totum vero feudum dominium appellatur, olim baronia. 
Unde curio qua.e. huic praeut jurisdictioni, hodie cwio baroni.1 
nomen retif!L!t. 

The pcnons 10 whom the great lords granted lands, lo hold of 
them by knight service, were called valva.roru, (uavoseurs) of 
whom Spelman gives the following account:-Sunl ergo 
va/vasoru majons. qui non a rege ~iare sed secunda vice 
/euda acceperunl, scil, a ducibus, marr:hionibus, vel conwibus: 
hoc est a regni vel ngis capitaneis. And Brac10n says that an 
estate thus held wu called vavosoria. 

These valvasores majores again granted out portions of their 
lands 10 free persons, IO be held of themselves in socage, who 
were called valvasores minores, by which means the valwzsoru 
majoru created Manors of an inferior kind, whereof they were 
lhe immediate lords: and the Baron or King's tenant in capile 
wu the lord paramount 

In consequence of this practice. Manors became divided inio 
two sorts, which Brac10n calls rnaMria capitalia t!l non copilalia. 
El sciendum est quod manuium poterit use per se a pluribus 
cwlificiis coadju\/Orum, sive villis vel lianiuttis adjaan1ibus. 
Poteril t:nim use maMrium et pu se, t:I cum plwibus villis, et 
cum pluribus hamlettis adjocelllibus quorum nuUum dici potut 
manuiwn pu se, se d villae sive hamlettae. Potuil oiim use 
pu se manuium copita/e, et plura conlinere sub se manuia 
non copilafia, et plures villas et plures hamlletos, quasi sub 
uno copile, et dominio uno. 

The practice of creating inferior Manors was effectually pre­
vented in the reign of King Edward I by the statute Quia 
Emptoru Terrarum, (1290) which reciting the inconveniences 
arising from subinfeudations, that is from feoffments of lands 
to be held of the feoffora, enacted, that upon every future oon­
vcyance of lands, the grantee should hold of the chief lord, and 
not of the grantor. But the provisions not extending to the lc:in& 's 
own tenants in capite, the law concerning them wu declared by 
the statutes Pnrogaliva Regis, 17 Edw.Il c.6 and 4 Edw m 
c.15 by which last all subinfeudations p~vious to the reign of 
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fumed But all subsequent to that pe-
King Edward I wore oon ; rogatlve. 
riod were left open to tho King I pre 

d' I l f lhe Crown was 
Bvery Lord of • Manor held immc •• ct~:mcd • Baron and 
~""'• tho first century after tho Conques M . .. ... domi• 
u ... u.., spcman says·- a,t01or ... .. 
his Manor I _Baronr-Thus i ~nifestum est, cui fi· 
11M etiam m1nores ,nlt!r borontS censer . , t baronum 
dem facit quod ipsae hat curiae usque h_°'f" c~•~ um 

~11pantur Aevo praeterta Htnr1c1 Prim• procer' . 1111n~ • • domrru 
opptllatiOM computari vide1t1ur omnts manmorum ' 
Nam quos in tpigrapht 25. ltgum suarum proctru voc~I, 
tosdtm mox in capitt, bQT'Otll!.S irSWl/11 habtltlts, txpOIUI, 

But although cvczy Manor held immediately of the Crown, was 
originally a Barony, and the Lord thereof a member of the curia 
nti.r and the magnwn con.silium, yet when the Barons were 
divided into majoru and minore.r, it is prob~blc 1h11 those only 
who possessed manuia capitalia of which inferior Manors wcio 
held, were Q>nsidacd as baronc 11UJjores and retained the 
dignity of Barons; while lhose who had but a manuium non 
capilak were called baronu minores. 

In lhe course of lime the Manor, or Seignoty 10 which the dig­
nity oh Baron wu anneJtcd, ecquiied thenarnobaronia; and it 
appears from all our 12th and 13th century writers that such 
estates were not uncommon for some time after the Conquest. 
Thus wo read in OlanvilJe:-MortJW tnim aliquo capitali barone, 
statim baroruam in """"SIii) relWl rex, donec hatres grantum 
J1Ulm feceriJ de relevio. But such Baronies must have some 
Conn of Olarter of the King, or writ from the King. or some 
such chaner of him for 'livery on his lands that dcsignlles the 
recipient. by virtue of holding such fcudam nobile a Baron. 

his thus enacted by King John's Magna Carta c42,-Si aliquis 
ttn11Uit dt aliqua escaeta, sicMI de honore dt Wallingford, 
Notun,h.am Bolon, ti dt aliis ucaaisquae sunt in manu nostra, 
et sinl baroniae,· d obiuit, hauu eju.s non det alium relevium, 
nee faciel nobis aliud servilium quamfaceret bwoni, si baronia 
usd in manu barorus, Bracton also says:-Item si dominus ru. 
lotuuiJ aliquam baroniam, vtl ltrram. And in another place:, 
Ut si /lllrit conltntio inter pwtes, in qua boronia, vet in cujus 
feodo, ttntmmlwn/,urit. 

1 1 as been stated that to every Manor was annexed a jurisdic­
; 

1 
and I court. called tJte oourt baron, ror the citerciu of it 

,.;:~ civil jurisdiction was called soca ti sacha, the criminal 
inf a11gthcf and outfangthef. These lauer words arc thus Clt• 
plained by S~lman:-

Slgnificant /otro11t111 infra captum, hoc e.st infra amnerium v~/ 
jurisdictioncm alicujus, j11S habcnJis de eodcm cognosUNJ,. 
Regale quidcm privilegium, et in antiquis diplomatib,u, 
m4joribu.r rtgnifreq~trler concc.ssum. Qui ipso hoc vcrbo ta/an 

as.recuti sunl pottSfem. 

By the Magna Carta of 9 Hen. lIT c 17, sheriffs of CO\Dllie.s, 
constables of castles, eschcotors and coroners were prohibired 
from holding pleas of tl1e Crown. Lord Coke says-" Albeit the 
(14nchiscs of infangthicfc and oulfangthiefe, lo be heard and 
determined within courts-blll'on belonging to manors, were 
within the so.id mischief, yet we find, but not without great in­
convenience, 1h1t the swne had some continucnce after this a.et. 
But neither this act or per desuetudinem for inconvenience these 
franchises within mnnors arc nntiqu111cd and gone''. 

It appears howevci from 1he Placita de Quo Warranlo that in 
the reigns of the three first Edwards, a great number of Lords or 
Manors claimed and established a right 10 exercise a criminal 
jurisdiction in lhcir court barons. 

By the feudal law, the lord, upon the dCllth of his tenant, became 
entitled to a sum of money from the heir, as a fine or composi­
tion for the renewal of the investiture, which was called a relief. 
In Olanville's time, the relief of a knight's fee was fixed at 100 
shillings, but !hat of a Barony was uncertain. De baronis vl!ro 
nihil certum stalutndum ut, quia juxJa volunlalem et misl!ri­
cordiom domini rtgis so/till baronit capita/es de releviis suis 
domino rtgi satisfacut. 

The reliefs of earls and barons were, however, reduced to acer­
tainty before the Magna Carta of King John, in which is the 
following clause:-Si quis comitum vtl baronum nostrorum, sive 
aliorum ttneltlium de nobis in capitt, per suvitium mililan 
mortuu.s futrit, ti cum dectssuil heres suu.s pltfU11! elatis f uail, 
et rtlevium debtal, habtal htreditattm suani pu anliquum rele­
viwn. Scilictt heres htrtdis comitis, de baronia comitis inti!• 
gra, pu ce,llum libra. Heres vel htrtdes baronis di! baronia 
inltgra, pu ctntwn marcas. 



In some ancient copies of the Ma,na Carta of King Henry m. 
refened to in the folio edition of the St1rutea the relief of a Bar­
ony is stiled to be cmtwm libra.r. Bui !his reading appe.vs erro­
neous, and marcot to be the In.le one. rant, an earldom wu 
always considered. not only on the continent, but also in Bn­
&land. u NpCrior to, and of gteller annual value than a Barony; 
therefore the relief ought to be greater. Second, in the lext of 
lhe old Cowstwmier of Normandy, c 34, the relief of a Baron is 
11.ated to be 100 livres ; and in the Glossary the relief of an Earl 
is uid 10 be 500 livres. By the laws of the Conqueror, the relief 
of an earl consisted of eight horses, &c 111d that of I Baron of 
four hones &c. lrurd, in Bucton is the following puHge:• 
Q11ale sit raticriabile rclieviwn Ollliq,uu,a u f wdt> mililtri distin­
f Nit ur i11 Cltarta LibertatlUTI, c2. Seil tu comilatu inlergro 
tla,t,tJ« $MIii c. lib#'ae de Mnlk comitis, pro n~io. el u ltuetk 
baronis pro barol1ia integra c marcas. And !his is the reading in 
the copy of Magna Carta publishod by Lord Coke, which is 
adopted by him. and by all the other wrilen of 1h11 age. 

It iippe&FS, however, from Madox's History of the Exchequer, 
that in the reign of King Henry W the sum of one h\Dldrod pounds 
was required for the relief of I Bll'Ony. So that ii was I mailer 
of considerable imporunce 10 ascertain whether • person held 
his lands per baronium, or by the service of a certain number of 
Jcnighu only. 

In 9 Henry Ill. Walter de Clifford WIS charged with £100 for 
his relief. IS for I Barony. But ii being found by inquisition that 
this Walter held of the King, in capite, by one knight's fee, and 
not by Bll'Ony, he WIS acquitted of !93 and half a mark. and 
charged for his relief with ten marks only. Tiie words of the 
record are:• Quod per iNtuisitionem quam rot praecepil f ieri, 
idem Walteruu tenuil u rege, il1 capite per feud""' militis, et 
110n per baroniam. 

In 40 Henry ID, the King took homage of William Longespee, 
son and heir of ldonea. late wife of William Longespec, for all 
the lands which were ldonea's. The Abbol of Penhorc, the 
King's eschcator, WIS ordered to uke security of William, for 
50 shillings for his relief. Bui afterwards, upon searching the 
Roll of the Exchequer, it WIS found that the ldonea held of the 
King, in capitc. two Baronies: whereupon it WIS adjudged by 
the ooun of exchequer that William should pay to the King £200 
for his relief for the said Baronies. 

Tiie diffcrenl fees payable on doing homage lo the King, by 
persons holding by Barony, 111d by persons holding by knight 
suvice, proves the distinction between several tenures. By the 
Stllule of WestmiNta 2. l!dwJ c.42, in which the fees of the 
manha1 and chamberlain of the King's house are regulated, ii is 
ordered by the IGn1 that where I marshal "who ubth • pal­
frey of earls, Barona and olhera, holdins by a part of a Barony, 
whcff they hive done homage; nevettheleu another palfrey, 
wbm they are nude JCni&hts; the said marshal, of every Earl 
and Baron, holding III entire Barony, ahould be oontenled with 
one palfrey, or wilh lhe price of it: 1111Ch u he had UMd to have 
of old". 

Lord Cob hu observed on lhi• pauage that the ancient price 
or the horse or • Baron, holding by an eritire Barony, WU left 

pound,; and that of I knight. hllVing no part of a Barony, w• 
five marb. 

With respect to the extent of I Barony, it ia uid in an ancient 
manuscript, called Modus tenendl Parliammlwn, that• Barony 
consisted of lhitleen knight's fees and a quat.er. But !hough this 
work hu been frequently referred to by Lord Coke and some 
other writers, as a genuine piece of antiquity, yet ita ailhenticity 
has been questioned by Selden and Prynne; the former of whom 
suppose• it IO hive been 11n imposture of the time of King Ed· 
ward ID; and the latter makes ii an invention, IS late 11 31 Hen 
VJ. 

The best ground for presumption about the extent of a Barony is 
by ccmparing the relief due for it with the relief due for a knight's 
fee; for the relief being said to be • fourth part of the annual 
value of the feud, must have been in proportion to the quanJ11111 

of property that descended to the heir. Now it has been stated 
thal in Glanville', lime, the relief of a Knight's Fee wu five 
polDlds, and supposing the relief of• Barony to have been a 
hundred marks, IS Bracton and all the writers of that time as­
sert,• Baronywouldconsis1ofthirteenknight'1 fees and a quar­
ter, according to the Modus tenmdi Parliamentum. But il the 
relief was £100 it would cons isl of 20 Knighu Fees. 

Madox observes that the Baronies created by the Conqueror and 
his sons, were very likely much greater thin those lhat were 
created after. and consequen1ly contained a grcala number of 
Knight's Fees. A distinction was, therefore, made berween the 
Baronies and Knight's Fees of the older Ceof&neru. that is, those 
that were created after; which are said to be of the new fcoff­
menL 
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1n tho reign of Henry vm. 111 Honor appc1r1 to have been con­
sidered u 1111 ffiustriou1 Manor or lordship, or sovCfal Manon 
uni~ having a capital scat or mansion. Thus certain Mmon 
belonging to the Crown were then created Honon by Act of 
Parli1mcnt; such as the Manon of Hampton Court. Ampthill 
IUld Grafton. But ~dolt observes that by those acts Honon 
were created in nam!:-.nd those places ac:quircd 10me of the 
properties of Honon, bul in fact became Honors of a new sort. 
For the essential property of m Honor vested in the King wu to 
be a Barony cscheatcd. Now iC Hampton Court was not an ca­
c:heat, or a Barony cschcatcd before the making of the Act, it 
could not become an eschelll or Barony eschcatcd by the act; 
which could not alter its nature. I! a Manor or estate vc,tcd In 
the Crown was a part of the King's originaJ inheritance, if it 
never wu granted to an Earl or Baron. and it did not come to the 
Crown by cscheat, it wu not properly an Honor. It might, in­
deed. be created an Honor, or nominal Honor, but such creation 
could not alter the nature of it, or make it an Honor in fact. that 
is, it would not make a Baronial estate, if not so before. 

All the proprietors of these Baronial estates, or land Baronies, 
weie entitled to sit in tM Ma,fllll1I Consilium. or parliament, till 
the reign of Henry DI, who made a law, which has been already 
stated. that no person should come to parliament without a writ 
of summons from the King; IUld though it doe$ not appear that 
Ibis law applied to the principal Barons. yet it is probable that 
lhe Crown frequently availed iuelf of it, by omitting to sum­
mon the lea« Barons or those who ac:quited estates held per 
baronlarn. For aomc passages in our ancient records prove that 
aft« the reign of Henry m all lenll\U po- baroniam were not 
parliamemary Barons. 

Thus in 15 E.dw m to a complaint made by lhe clergy that the 
King's officers claimed tithes oflhcm, His Majesty 1111wen; ,. 
(2.,,4 cewc qiu teitnent du roi per baronk ~ ~ wnir '"' 
parliamo,l peuomonse,pow,1klll:O{ume." Andinapctition 
of the Commons in 28 Edw ill it is stated that the tenants of 
Lords who held by Barony, and were summond to Parliament 
claimed &o be discharged from contributing to the wages of 
kD1ghts of the shire. 

In Lord Coke's comment on Magna Carta he saya: '1t. 
undcntood !hat if the king give land to one and hi, heir IS lo be 
dwn de rege pu ~rvili~ baro?lae he is no lord of .-:u~ 
until he i• called by writ to ~arliam~nt. Mr Blsynge, 'ff~ 
clerk of parliament in lhere1gn oflcmg James I, says it 11 

from the /nquistionu post Mortem in the TowCf, that~ 
taleJ were held)pu b01:_oniam by persona who were not repu1e41 
(parliamentary peers. 

The town of Burford, in Shropshire, appears from an inqu· . 
lion taken in 40 Edwm to have been held of the King. by : 
sCfViceoffinding five men for the mny of Wales; etper 1_, 11• • -• IIO!I 
baroniae, whence the propnetors were called Barons of Billi d, 
but were not parliamentary Barons. or 

Madox, in a note to the case of Thomas de Purnival, observes 
that holding by Barony, and being summoned to allend among 
the Barons of Parliament, were in those days very different 
things. Selden. in his argument for the Earl of Kent, respcctinc 
theBaronyofGreyofRuthyn. says, "itis arulethatanhonorOI' 
barony, or a t.enure by barony, doth not enforce a conclusion 
that the possessed is a baron of parliament". 

West observes that in consequence of the law of Henry Ill. 
which has been already stated from Camden, lhe circwnsLance 
of holding pu baroniam did not make a parliamentary B1to11. 

And though every Lord of parliament was a Baron. yet cvtty 

Baron wu not a Lord of Parliament. He cites lhe case of Sir 
Ralph Bvcrdcn. who wu discharged &om sitting on juries be­
cause he held by a part of a Barony; thought it did not appear 
&om the writs of summons that any man of that name was ever 
summoned to Parliament; and says lhi.s privilege was not pecu­
liar lo 111. auendance on Putiament, but incident to a tenure pet 
baron1am. For although no Barons had aright to come 10 P•· 
liament, but only those to whom writs were sent; yet the lesser 
Barons did preserve all the other privileges incident to their rm­
ure. 

There were, however, some estates to the possession or"'~ 
the dignity of Baron, with a right to be summoned to. andsillll. 
Parliament wu annexed comfonnably to the principles of thD 
feudal law, and the usage lhat then prevailed in Franco. 

Thus the dignity of a parliamentary Baron was Conner~ u,neled 
10 the Manor ·or Barony of Kingston Lisle in Berbhit',;: 
J>OUI from letten patent under the great seal. made __ ..iv 

au&horlty of Parliament. in 22 Hen. VI, in which il is ~­
declared that tho poaseuon of 1hal Manor had 1,ooSI. by -
of that po11ealon, Barons and Lordi Lisle. and by ~ 
hid place and seat in Parliament from time ~ 
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These letters patent, after reciting that Warlnus, Lord of Lisle, 
was seised of the Manor of Kingston Lisle, from whom it de• 
sccnded to John Talbot, as one of his heirs; proc.ccds in lhese 
words:- Nos nedum praemissa verum etiam quo liter praefatus 
Warinus et omnu anucessores sui, ratione dominii et maner 
praedictorum noml!n el dignilaJem baronis et domini de Lisle, a 
tempore q110 memoria homin11m non exi.stit obtinuer11nt et 
habuerunl, ipsique el omnes succes.sores sui ab eodt:rn tempore 
per h11jusmodi nomen, loca et sessiones et alias ptr•eminencias 
in parliamen1is ti con.siliis regiis, ut caeteri barone.s regni 
Angliae a toto lempore praedicto habuer11nt et obtinue,11111 & c 
& C Volrunus et concedimllS per preeentes, eidem J ohanni, filio 
Johannis, qll()d ipse et haeredes .s11i domini dictor11m dominii el 

manerii de Kingston Lisle ex nunc domini et barones de Lisle ti 
barones nobiles el proceres regni no.stri habeantur. teneantur 
et repulenltu, habeantq11e nomen stilum titulum et honorem 
baronum el domirumun de Lisle, ac sessiones in parliament is et 
consiliis nostris et haeredum nostrorum, ac aliis loci.s 
quib11Sc1111que inter alios barones regni nostri cum omnibllS et 
omnunodis dignitatibllS ac pre-eminentiis statui baronis regni 
nostri praedicti, et praesertim statui dictae baroniae de Lisle 
ab antiq110 pertinentibllS sive .spectan1ib11S ei.sdemmodo et forma 
in omnib,u et per omnia tam in huj11Srnodi .ses.sionibus quam 
cum Ol'IIIIU)US et omnimodis aliis preeminentis et dignilatlb,u 
quib11Scunque prollt praediClllS Warinus seu a/iquis aliqui.s alius 
baroniam et dominium praedlctam ante haec tempora haben.s 
el occupans habuit el tenuit. Habendum el tenendum nomen 
stilum titulum el honorem supradicta, una cum sessionibus 
supradiClis inparliamentis consi/ii.s et locis praedictis, nee non 
omnibus et omnimodis dignitaJibus el pre-eminentiis supradictis 
eidonlohanni,jWoJoHannis, haeredibus et a.ssupradictiseidan 
Johanni, filio Johannis, haeredibus et assignati.s s11is imper­
peiuum &c. 

By other letters patent in IS Edw IV, reciting, as in the former 
Orte$, !hat Edward Grey was scised in right of Elizabeth, his 
wife, who was rhe grand-daughter and heir of John Talbot, of 
!he Lordship and Manor of Kingston Lisle; it is granted that the 
said Edward and his heirs, of rho body of the said Elizabeth, 
being Lords of the said Lordship and Manor of Kingston Lisle 
should be Barons Lisle and should sit in parliament with the 
olher Barons of the realm; and the name style, title and honour 
of Baron Lisle is gr111tcd him to hold to him and his heirs on the 
body of rhe said Elizabcrh begotten. This is 111 exception to 
most c:urrcnt Baroni.es by Tenure in England, the built of which 
are in !he Crown by forfeiture. 

The Castle and Honor of Berkeley were granted by King Henry 
I[ 10 Robert PllzHardlng, to hold to him and his heir.r per 
baron/am from whom it descended IO Thomas, Lord Berkeley, 
who died in S Hen V and by the inquisition taken at his death it 
wns found that the castle and Manor of Berkeley were entailed 
by tl1e grandfa.thcr of the deceased, by a fine levied in 23 Ed· 
wnrd ID, on himself and the heirs male of his body, and as the 
deceased left only a daughter, they descended on James de Ber• 
kcley, as cousin and ne:itl heir male IO the deceased. Dugdale 
observes that this JlllllCs by virtue of the entail enjoyed the castle 
and Barony of Berkeley and was summoned 10 Parliament as 
Lord Berkeley in 9 Henry V and to all the Parliaments that were 
held in the time of king Henry VJ. 

In the reign of Henry Vll, 'William Lord Berkeley, having no 
children. covenanted to assure the castle and Manor of Berlce­
ley, for want of issue of his own body, to king Henry VII and rhe 
heirs male of his body, and for default of such issue to his own 
right heirs, and settled the same aocordingly. In consequence of 
this settlement, William Lord Berkeley obtained rhe office of 
Earl Marshal and title of Marquess to himself and the heirs male 
of his body, and dying without issue, rhc castle and Manor of 
Berkeley devolved to the Crown. 

Maurice de Berkeley, the brorher ofWUliam never had the dig­
nity of Baron Berkeley, but having recovered several eslales 
belonging to the family, he died in 22 Henry VIl leaving Maurice, 
his eldest son, who was summoned lO Parliament in 14 Henry 
VIII, but did not have the place of his ancestors, in regard that 
the castle of Berkeley and those Lordshi~ belonging therelO, 
which originally were the body of !hat ancient Barony, then n,,. 
mained in the Crown, by virtue of the entail, and lherefoce he 
sat in Parliament as a new Baron. in the lowest place; of which,, 
says Dugdale, he had no joy, considering the erninency of his 
ancestors and the pre,.emincncy which they ever had. Though 
in poinl of prudence he was necessitated 10 submit. On his death, 
however, King Edward VJ, who was lhe lut heir male of the 
body of Henry VU. the reversion of Berkeley castle and all the 
estates limited by WUliam to !hat King fell into the poaeaion 
of H~ de Berkeley as the right heir of William Lord and 
Marquis of Berkeley in consequence of which he was summoned 
10 parliament in 4 &. 5 Philip and Mary and \VU sealed in the 
place of tho ancient barons ofBerkeley. Tho Earldom of Berke­
ley died out In 1945, but Caplain John Batclay, as inherilor of 
Berkeley Lordship ia Baran Barolay of Berkeley. Berkeley ia 
the largest Manor In Bngland, covering 28 pariahea.. Thua ll a 
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much earlier date th11t in Sc:otlmd (cm• 1596) the Barons By 
Tenure in &gland beclme ban>na minores. The Barons by 
Tenure in Ireland follow a aimil• patllm lo those in Bngiand 
after 1170. with 111 ~cepdon in the reigns of Bliubelh I and 
James 1, where Baronies were erected with the purpose of local 
government by the undetUken, 

Therefore. notwithsta11ding that Barons by Tenure arc not en­
titled to sit in Parliament, and arc shorn - like their coun1e,parts 
in Parliament • or most of their original jurisdictions and fidu­
ciary privileges, yet, nevertheless, the inherent nobiliiy in tl1c 
property of the Barony by Tenure, like lhc parliamenwy Bar­
ony by Writ, subsists in the legal title by conveyance which is 
only I different fashion ohuccession u ir ii hid passed by blood 
which method only one may suooccd to parliamentary Baron­
ies. Baronies by Tciwrc, therefore, propcdy oonvcycd arc his-
10rictlly titles of nobility whlch ought, in the worcb of the docu­
ment at lhe College or Anns, to be summoned &o Parliament A 
Baron by Tenure who registers his or ha Arms at the appropri­
ate authority and obtains a Patent should be rcoognized by the 
Slate in question, and is so rccogniz.ed in Sootland and Ireland. 

The correct use of title for holden of Baronies in England and 
Ireland is Baron Smith of Xxu. or John Srnilh. Baron of Xxu. 
A woman is styled Baroness. 

a 
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~ FEUDAL LORDS OF THE BRITISH ISLES 
~ 1 new pub1ic11lon and will be 11111 or members 
'f1ll5 Wl anorlal Society or Orcet Drltaln, lhelr Ccudal thlea In 
of tJ,e td scollllld, and Ireland, their .chlcvemcnu, family ht... 
fJll1ellll, pedigree ch11111, 1nd co•~ or •rnu on lhc linu or 

1 
¢ ,r1d pie on tho following p■gu, 
dftfl clllfll 

Thi, wlll ht tho n111 time lh,t I J)llhlltallon c,f 0111 n•1Ur1:1 hi• 
bun produced Ind w1 .,e conl'ldent that 11 will~ • irnlljue 
1\.8nda1d refqencc WC11k. not only (or Mernbera of !tie ~,tty, 
hut for ,clvihn, 1cldcmlct, end lllt genrr•l pul>lie, 

t,iembers have already acot in rn11<:h historlc ■I and c:ur­
SO'I'~ 

01111
,uon. and 11,c Society would cncouugo purchuera 

r(III ~rc,uloguc io \ct Ilic Soclcly have their \nCorm■tlon too. 
ill ihiS of each entry will be 1en1 for correction IJld approval. 
poru we ,hall have some information about manorial Ind 
Of '°U::~slOriCJ Crom callloguc,, but some Member, have fur­
~ arch carried out and oven map, mlde. The Society 
diet ~~ke 10 receive all or tl1i1 mat.crill. What we need pcr­
.,o11ld 

1 

1 or all I• Mcmbcn' biographical and Camlly dc1ail1. 
IIIP' 1~~ children. parents, dales or birlh, degree,, dlplomu, 
111alf g dircclDnhips, photographs, and 111 the sort or info,. 
tionours~al one would e~pcct in thla kind of publicalion, 

Inevitably, 1 de0nllive li.u of l'cudal lhzuna rnd I.Md,~ I~· 
JlOHiblc on firtt 11templ, but it b hoped to add "o.lume• '" thu 
lira\ on, over time. Even tht lndefalig1bl• Wilhun .,._ (Ml, 
qucror wa.1 unable 10 cover part.I or ent:)and in D<',l'Jle4<i•Y Hoot. 
while Scotland and lteland do not regbtn 111U. 

111JUOII 

Ptudal Lordi of,~ Orlt/Jli /,Its wlll be bound in rr.d ffllJf''"'i' 
gold-blocwl, mltbtr.d end,pepa1, and gll1e.d pace r.llgca. 1 

will co.t £850.00 and blog,aphlcal forms arc 1va\11bk (tom the 
Society 11104 KcMlngwn Road, London Sl!I I 6RE • 

An Idea of how thl, book will tNllJ intn I Kriet la atv>wn in~ 
pic1111c below. llooub,11 Is M. A drift entry for I Mant)(1■I 
Lord I■ below • RAND OP LYNf-ORD, 

, . large undertaklng In gathcting lhc m1t.crial, cdiling It, 
'flllJ u :tine it type-set and Ulu,1111.cd in Ill lCCUSiblc way, but 
lhell ~ ID bring out !he fin1 volume in lho coune of the year. 
we 11111 • in , ·--' ! ,. , 

Por I list of other publlc11ion1 In print sec page 119. 

111-1 volume II pnnt anu, o counc. on compu ... r, 11 can 
::=orc'cuily updated and amended because the highca1 hurdle 
will have been overcome. 

._ ....... - .... 0.,.,.._,,_.., ... ...... .,., I 

' _....._..._4..,._,_,,I - ... -....... 
' ....,.....,. ..... ~•o•=:c-:-, .. ...,..._ ..... 

1-~==r ............ . ·--.. ••.,------' ..,..._, ......... 

..,.._~._..... ..... 

=-....... ~1 
.... c......,_ .......... , 

•• I 
..... c,,... ... 0,,,,.--. ... 

::-o!!. .... , .. ~:.w.... ~===:======1 

.,... •• ...,.. .. \II«. ....,.., ...... ,... 

"" .. .....,,._.. ...... 
............. 
....................... ...... ~ ... " ....... 
,.. .... .. 
_.C,.,.,IN 
,._.,..,.... __ 

..... o.-, ... 

__ ... 

..... ~ ..... ::--.... -c.::::·.:.-.: ..... ... ~-..... l=-..:-~-
................. a---

-'-·- ,._.._.. --
·-·-·1 ....... -,___.....,.., ... ----- ........... .. 
,....,...,....._.. l._.t-.,• 

~.:::---· ...... ,:---...'-••·---•c... 

.................. t---., .. 
,.......... \-... ........ 
................. 1:::\-:..c..::::z.--!:-_ .. .- 1- ...... - .. 
,.. ..... - I::;_• ... 

I ,-.-.... 
___ ,_.... \""-·--
......... .,...-
-=--~ ~~~..!: ==-~-·-

Aat,.. ... _,,,,,_.._...._, .... ........ 
..... .................. 

............... ...,.,.... ... .... 

o.. ..... ......,~."' 
~ .... .. 

........ , .... ,,.~ .. ·-----·­....... 

.,...,.. ..... ..,.. ............. , ..... -·-

:i=::-::r--......... "' 
....... .......... ...._..,.... 
....,_-..i.,,...., ...... -

...., ....... ::-:c::: ........ --
~ ·-

.... ..._ ............. ... ::.:.... .... ... 

!:.":c=-..;:-..::.= .......... _ ........ .. =z:::---•.--... ..... 
~ ....... -.. ......... ___ .,.. ....... ....... 
=:. ...... ---:::::!=: ................ 
............. 

~"'=-=-----



GLOSSARY 
Compiled by Dr John Moor~. Drlstol Un/vu~lty 

Abt,.y: monutcry or mmnl'ty 
Anrlc-nt t>,mesn,: MANORS held by tho King In 1086, the 
vtLLAOBRa or ~•hkh lator ruccusfully asserted the right to 
areclaJ protection Ind prlvllcgM, 
AIT1l)"l'r: royal officl11l re~nsiblo In lll1er medieval and e11rly 
modern Bngltmd fot luemblinJ milit.ary forces. 
Biron: • Lord, especillly in the 1 t th lllld t 2th cenlutics, a TEN­
ANT-IN-CHIEF holding m HONOR or c11pitAl mMor in rchlm 
fotmillt.ary swvice, later I peer called to Parliament by• WRIT 
OF SUMMONS. 
Bastard fl'udalbm: later medieval version of the FEUDAL 
SYSTEM in which the WRD rewarded hit VASSAL with a 
money payment nthe.r than • grant of lmd. 
Bend: broad diagonal line in HERALDRY 
Boldon Book: compiled in 1183 for the Bishop of Durham. 
Borclar: SMALLHOWER. usually holding between five and 
fifteen acres in a MANOR. but 10metimes identical with a car. 
TAO ER. 
Borough English: succession by the youngest (son) 
Bovate: same u yardland. 
Brevlate: a 131h~tury swnmary or DOMESDAY BOOK, 
usually containing only the names of the landholder and his ten­
ant (if any) for each MANOR, and its assessment to the 
DANGELO in temu of a CARUCATB. HIDE or SUI.ONO. 
Byzantine: relating to the Byzantine (earlies the Eastern Ro­
man) Empire ruled from Byzantium (Istanbul). 
Cadet Une: junior branch or a family. 
Canon Law: law of medieval Catholic Church. 
Capital Manor. one held direct of the King with no meme 
Lord 
Carolingian: relating to the Empire ruled by Charlemagne and 
his succ:essors. 
Carollnclan Renalsnnce: intellectual andculrural revival of 
die CAROLINGIAN period. 
Carucate: the equivalent of the HIDE. both as a unit of 120 
acces for assessing DANGELO in DOMESDAY BOOK and u 
a real land measure. in the DANELAW; also used elsewhere in 
ENGLAND in DOMESDAY BOOK as a real measure of land 
exempt from DANEGELD 
C1aaoc:e17: royal secretariat of late Anglo-Saxon and subse-
quent snedi~al Janp. 
Charter. a formal doc\Unent wimessing the grant ofland or of 
special privilegca by a WRD, especially the King to a VAS-
SAL. 
aaausses: legging made of MAIL 
Calef point: a location in the upper third of a shield of HER-
ALDRY. 
Circuit: a group of three to •ix counties IW'Veyed by one set of 
COMMISSIONERS in the DOMESDAY INQUEST. 
Coats armour, coata of arms: insignia in HERALDRY, relat• 
ing to a speciCic family or branch of a family, borne on shields 
or llandardl. 
Coll: cap or undc.r-helmet made of MAIL 
CoUbert: West Country: fre.eman 
Commot: A Welsh landholding, a division or a can11efi (hun­
dred), implying a superiority, but le,s institutionaliJcd lhan those 
Manors or Lordship1 along the southern coast of Wales which 
wue oca.ipied by the Nonnan, al an early dale. 
CommeodatJon: the act by which a VASSAL acknowledged 
t:he 1uperiority of his WRD in Anglo-Saxon limca; tho equlva. 
lenl of PBALTY in Noonan time,. 
Commt.lonens group1 of BARON• and royal officials sent 
lo ,urvey the CIRCUIT, and to check ihe return, made by ma-

norlal orrlclsla and lho Juries of each HUNDRED 0, 
WAJ>ENTAKB. 
Common Land Act: Act or Parliament, 1965, under 'WMcr. .. 
thoae with an lnterul In Common Land, mainly LORDS • ..-. 
register 
Compotl: account, 
Consanguinity: close fRmily relatioMhip forming die.•~ 
den degrees" within which marriage wu forbidden wiehoat 
cial permission from the Pope. tpe. 
Copyhold: holding land by litle of copy of COURT ROU, 
Cotlse: • narrow diagonal line in HERALDRY. 
Cottager: per.on normally holding a cottage and four' acr._ 
lea, in a MANOR. er 
Counties of the Empire: provinces of the CAROLIH<lr.vir 
Empire, UJUally larger than many English countiu. 
Court Books, or Rolls: lists of the proceedinp ac CM M---.. 
Court 
Courts: LEBT and BARON, CUSTOMARYCOURJ"S: 0-.. 
of the Manor presided over by the Ste.ward« Bailiff. "111s1-
was the determination of minor crimu and civil aft"ain ,...... 
the Manor. The Court Buon wu the Court of Ille fiweholclenot 
the Manor. Many Courts are still held for craditional pa; r a 
today: eg Henley-in-Arden, Altrincham. Hearon. Alc:e..._, 
Bromsgrove, Langport, Warwick. 
Cruclcs: curved vertical roof-timber• joinina at the ridp of a 
roof. 
Curia Regis: Royal Court; the royal household in ia np I ks 
a., the administrative and e.spccially judicial rnaclunayo~~ 
Norman central government. 
Custom, customary: traditional landholdings. rights. awla 
on a MANOR which were invariable 
Danegeld: a land tax levied on the CARUCATE. IDDBas 
SULONO, originally to buy off Danish attacks on lace.Aad,-­
SaxonEngland; in Norman times a normal peace-time taxnisal 
almost every year. 
Danelaw: Bast Anglia. the East, North Midland. Y.ndc...._ 
Cheshire, and Lancashire: the areas aeuled by D._.. w 
Norsemen and under Danish law rather Ihm the laws of"" 1 a 
or Mercia. 
Dememe: the land in a MANOR held by its LORD and woal:iait 
by his men for his benefit., or held on lease from him: Ille._. 
"home farm". 
Dlssolutlon: Henry vm•, abolition of Roman Calholieiamal 
the talcing of Church land into the Crown. 
Domesday Book: strictly speaking, only the EXCHBQIJE&. 
DOMESDAY OR GRBATDOMBSDAY. but this is often ...... 
Volume I. UITLB DOMESDAY being Volume D; Ibo finalpal­
uct of the DOMESDAY INQUEST. 
Domesday Inquest: the inquiry started in January l°"- e 
which England was divided into CIRCUlfS IUIYoyed by- -
of COMMISSIONERS whose returns. after chcdcing and ....... 
two stages of abbreviation, became the BXCHBQUER ~ 
DAY. 
Earldom: tho territory administered by an earl. nonnaUy _. 
prlslnJ several counties, often previously an ancJeal 
cg Mercia, Northumbria or Wo,sox. 
Enr~offme~t: a_ grant of land, forming a FIBP « HON<>ll 
cordmg to us 111.c by a LORD 1o hi, VASSAL to be haW 
ret\lrn for FBUDAL SERVI CB. 
Engralled; with an indented edge in HBRALDRY. 
Entail: system of fixed suc:ccsslon to land which cannac 
altered by a will. 
Escallop: 101llop.shell ornament in HBRAlDRY. 
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Eacheaton a royal official administering Ibo lands of 
""Y T'BNANr-lN-ClilBP which were in royal custody because 
he 'WU a minor. 
&tnat: an exact copy. 
~hcquer: finmcinl accoW1ting department of Anglo-Norman 
ccntr.t government from Heruy l's reign. 
Ekchcquer Domesday (also GREAT DOMESDAY or 
IX>MEsDA Y BOOK, Volume I): the final summary of the re­
sults of the DOMESDAY INQUEST, compiled at Winchester 
probably Under the direction of Samson, laler Bishop of Worces­
ter. prob.ably in 1086-7. 
Ex'empllflcatton: an official copy or exuact by royal officials 
of another document. cg DOMESDAY BOOK. 
Fealty: oath of loyalty sworn by a VASSAL to his LORD air.er 
the LORD had accepted the VASSAL's HOMAGE. 
Feudallz.atlon: lhe process by which the personal links ol 
LORDSHIP became the territorial lin1ca of the PBUDAL SYS­
TEM and TENURE. 
Feudal Baron: an 18th century concept of historians and law­
Yen. like FEUDAL SYSTEM to differentiate between Barons 
of Parliament and holders of Baronies not entitling their owners 
lo • seat in ParliamenL Baronies were originally a landholding, 
but ha-.,e now been severed from the land and can be transmit­
ted by gift, bequest. and conveyance as incorporeal heredita­
ments. 
Feudal servke: duties rendered by a VASSAL to his LORD in 
return for the land granted by means of ENFBOFFMENT, which 
00uld be military (knight service), administrative (serjeanty) or 
eoclesiastical (frankalmoign or free alms). 
Feudal system: lhe reconstruction by historians of the links 
between LORD and VASSAL. begun by HOMAGE and FE­
ALTY, followed by ENFEOFFMENT. continued by FEUDAL 
SERVICE subject to the INCIDENTS of TENURE; expression 
first coined in Cl8th 
Fief: a MANOR or Manors granr.ed to a VASSAL by his LORD 
by means of ENFEOFFMENT 10 be held in return for FEU­
DAL SERVICE. 
Folio: a sheet of parchment, folded in two or four before being 
sewn inro a OATHBRING. 
Franklin: a freeman or yeoman in later medieval England. 
Frankpledge, View or: Assembly of the tenants of the Manor 
at which they swore to uphold the custom of the Manor 
Freebord: to plant and cut Umber on one's own lanck freely, 
noticed lo East Anglia 
Freemau: befcxe the Norman Conquest, a man who could trUIS­

f~ himself and his land from one LORD to another by COM­
MENDATION: after theNonnan Conquest, a man holding lands 
within a MANOR in return for rent and very light services, un­
liJce the VIILAOER who owed regular labour servica on the 
DEMESNE. with access to lhe protection of the royal courts. 
Free warren: charter of sporting rights. 
Frenchmen: superior manorial tenants of French origin in 
DOMESDAY BOOK. 
Gathering: • group of FOLIOS sewn together before binding, 
Geld: .ee DANEOELD. 
Gonfaloo: banntt or standard. 
Goth le Re vi val: the period of fashionable building In RBVIV AL 
GOTHIC, mainly in the 19th century. 
Great Domesday: see BXCHEQUER DOMESDAY. 
Gules: red in HERALDRY. 
Jfalley'• Comet: • COMET named after Bdmond Halley, d. 
1742. who observed il in 1682 and calcula1ed ila orbit round Iha 
Swi w be approxunat.ely every 7 6 years: llhucrated in !ho }laye\m 
Taputry 
Hauberk; knee-length tunic mldo of MAIL. 
Heraldry: ayscem ofpmonaJ ldMtificadon ofkni1h11 by mow 
of i.naignia (CDAT ARMOUR, COATS OP ARMS) on lhielda 
en at.tn.dards. 

Herlob due to Lord on death of a tenant - usually hit bat 
beast. 
Hide: originally a unit, varying between 40 and 1000 
1cre1, lhought sufficient to aupport one family. In DOMESDAY 
BOOK I Oscal unil <m which DANBOELD wu levied, and gen­
erally isaumed to C-OJltain 120 acres. 
High Justice: power to innicl death. 
Homage: act of rubrnission by a new VASSAL to hia LORD. 
Honor: land, normally comprising MANOR, in several coun­
ties, held by a BARON or TENANT-IN-CHIEF. 
llousecarl: 1 member of an ~lite 'Guard•' infantry unit se,-.,ing 
a King or Bari in Anglo-Saxon England. 
Hundred: a unit of fiscal asses~ment and local government 
outside lhe DANELAW, originally containing 100 HIDE&. in. 
tennediate betwun lhe county and lhe MANOR, roughly equiva­
lenl in size to the modem Districl; cantrefi in Wale, 
Incidents: the payments and servicea IO be rendered by a VAS. 
SAL to his LORD in addition to regular rent and PEUDALSER­
VICB: these usually included an inheritance laX (relief) and a 
death duty (heriot). 
Infangenthef: the power of I LORD to inflict capital punjsh­
ment on his tenanra, Ot.rrPANOENrHEP 
Keep: central tower of a Norman castle. 
Letters patent: royal letters conferring a privilege on an indi­
vidual or corporate body, sent open with a visible seal. 
Lineage: authenticated genealogy or pedigree. 
Lion rampant: a lion standing on its hind-quartet& with its 
front leg$ in the air, in HERALDRY. 
Little Domesday (also DOMESDAY BOOK. Volume II): the 
final CIRCUIT return for East Anglia (Essex. Norfolk. Suffolk). 
never summarized for inclusion in the EXCHEQUER 
DOMESDAY. 
Lord: feudal superior of a VASSAL: always a Manorial Loni 
Lordship: the mutual loyalty and support joining LORD and 
VASSAL 
Mall: flexible armour made of interlocking iron rings. 
Manor: a landed eslale. usually comprising a DEMESNE and 
lands held by VIU.AGERs. BORDARs, or COTI'AGER.s and 
sometimes also FREE MEN, FRENCHMEN. RIDING MEK 
elC, which could vary in size from part of one village to sevenl 
villages over a wide area; power over men (and women), rang­
ing from civil IO criminal jurisdiction; an estate in land giving 
authority and prestige; a land title giving superiority and gentil­
ity 
Mesne tenant: a VASSAL of a TENANr,IN-CHIEF. 
Minster: originally a monastery but by late Anglo-Saxon lllDC$ 
often simply a large and important church. 
Missus Dominicus (plural Missi Dominici): a Minster of the 
CAROLINGIAN Empire. 
Nasal: metal nose-piece attached to a hehneL 
Open nelds: the major divisions. normally two or lhzee. of the 
cultivated arable area of a medieval village outside tho Higll­
land Zone of England and Wales. in which ono field each year 
in succession was left in rotation-fallow, lho other one cir two 
being comm\11\ally p!Qugh.ed and sown with winter and spring 
grains. 
Or: gold or yellow in HERALDRY. 
Outr~n: sune as FRBEBORD 
Outrangenthef: power IO inflict capital punishment within the 
MANOR on non-ienants without recourso to Royal justicie 
Palisade: !~co of pointed slakoa 6nnly filled in tho gn,und. 
Paanaae1 ri&ht lo puturo awino. 
Ponn\lRI Jona narrow Oag carriod on lhe end of a apear or lance. 
Ptrambulatloai a aurvoy mado by waiting the boundary of 
&ho Manor, SdU oon&in\MCI in aomo Manoq 
Perpencllculan atyle of Oolhlc wchitecaare in vopo flom tho 
mid-14th IO 1M 161hoen1Wy. 
Pllcarltli ftlhlna riahla. 
r1a1111 blu. unoolo\llld .,._ In HBRALDR.Y. 
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Plough ( ~•m): a team of si.x to twelve oxen, yoked In pairs, 
pulling a plouah: in DOMESDAY DOOK usunlly eight oxen. 
Pft.9entment1 110 introduce Into coutt. 
Prtor7: • monastery or mmncry dependent on 1111 ABBEY or 
Cathedral. 
Proper: natutal ClOloun in HERALDRY 
Property Act1 1922.S, a sorles of legislative measures regulat­
ing the o"'-ncrship of land, including MANORS 
Quot■: the number of knights required to serve • LORD on 
behalf of a VASSAL. especially to serve the King. 
Rape: An administrttion unit unique to Sussex. presumed to 
have derived from the Anglo-Saxon rap, • (measuring or de­
limiting) rope. Sussex was divided into six rape&, which were 
divided into hundreds, which constituted the next tier of 
adrninslration or jurisdiction. Usually, there were 10 hundreds 
in a rape. but not in the case of Arundel 111d Chichester rape, 
where there were 12 hundreds between them, suggesting the 
two rapes originally were one. 
Reformation: the period 1529-59 in which England first re­
jected the religious authority of the Pope and then changed from 
Catholic to Protestant doctrine and beliefs. 
Rntval Gothic: Oothlc architecture as revived &om the late 
18th century onwards. 
Revival Norman: Nonnan architecture as revived in the 19th 
century. 
Riding men: Anglo-Slllon f.ree tenants rendering escort-duty 
and messenger-se,viee to their LORD. 
Rolls or Arms: records of the COATS OP ARMS bome by 
different families, especially those made by an authority in 
HERALDRY. 
Sable: blaclc in HERALDRY. 
Saracen le: relating to the Arabs of Syria or Palestine. 
Satellites: record$ preseiving copies of parts of the earlier stages 
of the DOMESDAY INQUEST. 
Scutage: a tax levied in place of personal military service by 
VASS.Au· a cash payment 
Secular arm: the Royal criminal jurisdiction to which a her­
etic or other person guilty of a smous offence under CANON 
LAW wu transferred for smous punishment, especially execu-

tion. 
Sberlff: principal official adminislering a shire or county in the 
Anglo-Saxon and medieval periods for the Crown 
Smallboldtt: see BORDAR. 
Soc and Sac: similar to the French oyer and terntiner, to hear 
and decide in OE. usually in the Court of the LORD 
Soumen: free tenants subject to the jurisdiction of the MANOR 
but owin& little or no saviee to its LORD. 
Sub-tenants: tenants lv:>lding land from a TENANT-JN.CHIEP 
or a Mmorial Lord 
Sulong: the Kentish equivalent of the CARUCATE or HIDE, 
both u a fiscal wut and u a land measure, but usually double 
the 5ize of the HIDE. 
survey: a wrillen description of the boundaries of a Manor and 
me fields and propmjes within the Manor. It is not a map 
Team land ('land for one plough'): a Norman-French term for 
the English CARUCATE or HIDB used as a measure of land 
area of no fixed acreage. 
Tenant-ia-c:blef: a LORD holding his land direclly from the 
King. 
Tenure: the condjtions upon which land wu held under tho 
FEUDAL SYSTEM by a VASSAL from a LORD who was a 
MESNB TENANT, a TBNANT-IN•CHIEP or the King. 
Terrier: reglaru of landed eatate. 
Te1tamentar7 caiise1: cues concerning lhe probate of will, O( 

dlO administration of the effects of those who died without malc­
in1 • will. 

Tbegn: a VASSAL. us~ally a ~ano~al LORD, holdingbnif 
military or admirustrllllve servtccs m Anglo-Saxon Ind 
Norman England. tlrt)' 
Treasury: the main financial department of late Ang]o-s~ 
and early Anglo-Nonnan government, located at W"mcheatet 
Turbary1 Manorial right to out turf. 
Valor: valuation 
Vas.,al: a Ceudal inferior of tenant or• MESNE TENANT, or 1 
TBNANT-IN-CHIBP Of or the King. 
Vert: green in HERALDRY. 
VIilager: the normal peasant farmer of Anglo-Norman~ 
usually holding between 1 and 3 YARDLANDs from thel.ORti 
of a MANOR in 1086. 
Wapentake: the equivalent of the HUNDRED in paru of Ille 
DANELAW. 
WergUd: money-payment in compensation for death, injury°" 
loss, graduated according to the social standing of the •ic:tiiia. 
Wltan: Anglo-Saxon and early Norman Royal Council 
Writ: royal Jetter conveying orders and informadon in•-. 
maryform. 
Writ of summons: WRIT addressed co a named recipient ID 
attend Parliament; as such, generally held ro confer peerage..._ 
1\1S. 
Yardland: a quarter of a HIDE. 
Yoke: Kentish and East Anglia • same u plough. 

ABBREVIATIONS 

AO: Ardtlve Office 
BL Cat: Catalogue of lhe British library 
BBxtP: Burice'• Extinct Peerage 
BLG: Burke'• Landed Gentry 
Bod: Bodleian library 
BP: Burice'• Peerage 
BRS: British Rc<:0<d Society 
Bull JHR: Bulletin of lhe Institute of Historical .Rese:an:h 
Bull MSOB: Bulletin of lhe Manorial Society of Grut Bmain 
C: cenlUly 
C: citca 
Cose R: Leuen fran the Close Rolls 
at: Charter Rolls 
d: died 
dau: daughter 
dsp: died without issue 
dvp : died in life of father 
u: executed 
HA: Hiatorical Auoc:ialion 
Infra : below 
k: killed 
kn: lcnighlcd 
m: murdered 
NU: National Ubraiy of In:land 
NRA: National Register of Arduvcs 
PR: Patent Roll.I 
PRO: Public Record Office 
qv ; which ICC 

Rec <:om: ReCOfd Cornmision 
RC(; Soc: Reoord Society 
RO: Reoord Office 
Rot Parl: Rolls of Parliament 
RS: Rolls Seriea 
SQB: Statute Qwa Bmptom Tcrmum (1290) 
SR: Statutes of the Realm 
,ic: it it 
1upra : aliove 
limp : In tlie time of 
TIUHslS: Tunsacuona ot tho Royal Historical Sodeay 
ykt,: 188 
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CONDUCT OF THE SALE 

duct or the Sale 
con 

. will be in accordnncc ~ith the Standard Condition, of Salo 
~ Edition~ except as vaned by the Special ConcllUons of Sale. 
(3 ·.i Conditions of Sale. Draft _Conveyance, and 1itle to the 
~ips being offered may be mspccted at the offieca of the 
Auctioneers, 

M•ldng an orrer (Deposits) 

'(llis can be done, initiAlly, on the Form of Offer provided with 
1h Catalogue. or over the telephone, or by letter, or fax, or email. 
w: shall put the o~er to the sell~r and if it is accepted we shall 
let you know as quickly as possible, and then write to you re-
ucsting a 20% (twenty per cent) deposit and part payment of 

ie ,greed price. The deposit will be paid to Manorial Auction­
eers Ud as Agent to the Vendor and on receipt will form the 
legal binding Contract to sell and to buy. 

t,t.klng an OITer (Buyer's Premium) 

At lhe same time as making the deposit and part-payment, the 
purchaser dtall also pay to Manorial Auctioneers Ltd a premium 
oft~ (ten percent) of the price, together with value added tax 
(VAn at the prevailing rate. Each Lordship or Barony is zero. 
rated for VAT, therefore, VAT does not apply to the actual price 
of the propt:ty acquired. 

On payment of the deposit and buyer's premium, the Lordship 
or Barony will be withdrawn from sale and reserved for the 
intending pUIChucr. 

Credit Cards 

The following cards may be used: Aa:us, American Express, 
Dinm' Club, EuroCard, MasterCard, and VI.Sa. The Auction­
tt.rs will charge a handling fee which shall not be more than the 
commission deducted by the credit card company. 

Other payments 

Payment may be made by personal UK cheque (or building so­
ciety cheque), or UK company cheque, or solicitors' client ac­
count cheque; bank transfer; and cash. Overseas cheques 
(checu) will not be accepted except by prior arrangement with 
the Auc:tione.e,rs. 

C11rrency Conversion 

1ne AIICtioneen will aedit foreign monies at tho prov ailing ra&o 
on the day that they are wnvmed inro sterling. Any shortfall 
~ be paid to the Auctioneers on demand, and any oxce11 will 

lpplied to the purchaser's account of the Lot bid for bnmodi• 
llely. • 

Sollclton 

All Intending purchucu are advlAed ro consult a solicitor. If 
yo~ ~o not use • solicitor reg11larly, or would like to con,ult a 
aoltc1tor well-verged in lhe law u it ,pplie• to LordJhips of the 
M1111or and Manorial Right,, Che Auctioneer• can advise, A, a 
general guide, lla/Jbury'1 Law1 of England, vol 8, titlt 
Copyholds, glo11e1 the ,ubject well, 

The Catalogue 

The Auctioneers have gone to copious lengths, u they ~ 
readers would agree, to ensure accuracy in the Particular• of the 
Lots that follow, but even so no responsibility can be ICUp(ed 
by the Auctioneers, the Vendors, or the Vendors' SolicitorJ for 
any errors that may have inadvertendy occurrt.d. TIie 1cat.e­

men11 and d~tions contained in these Particulan are given 
in good faith and IS a general outline only for guidance of• 
tending purchasers, and do not constitute any part of Ill offer or 
contract and, while they are believed to be correct, my intend­
ing purchaser, should not rely on them u ,uumenrs or repre­
sentatiom of fact, and !heir ICQJJ'AC)' is not guaranteed. Int.end­
ing purchasers should satisfy themselves by their own invesfi. 
gations, inspectiom, searches, and otherwise as to the c:oa«:e­
ness of each of them. References in these Particulars as IO die 
geographical extent of a Lot is given foe historical inraesL Any 
righu referred to in these Particulars being part of or my rights 
which may be associated with these Lordships are ro be taken 
as historical The operable historic rights associated with their 
purchase must be established by each new owner. 

Manorial Documents 

Some of the Lots include valuable manorial documellls. Whae 
these are to hand, IS opposed to in an:hives. they may be iD.­
spected at the offices of Manorial Auctioneers by appointment. 

The Lots in this Cataloguo aro offered for Silo subject 10 the 
Manorial Documents Rules 1959 (No 1399); the Manorial~ 
monts (Amendment) Rules 1963 (No 976). and the MIDOrial 
Docwnents (Amcndment)Rllles 1967 (No963). copies of which 
may be applied for from tho Auctioneers in return fot a self­
addressed andswnped envclopo. These R\lles,, mado by SlatU-
10,y Inslr\Unont, aro mainly CIOnoomod with tho safo cusllody of 
lho docwnonll. Wh-. docwnonts aro ISIOCia&N with Lots. 
lholr looallon and wha lhoy may be inspocled by appoinbnent,, 
uo slvon lfter lhoPartlculm for flanherhialOrical~ Moa 
INhlvoa havo P'OIOQo()Y!Qa and t'amimilio flCililies. which aro 
avallablo ll lhoupemoof~or ~ purc11asen. 
Whllt dlOl9 la no blnOl\fowlpoWMnblpof ManorillDocu­
men1a.ovonoupunihuenlllouldno111batllachcloc:umea11e111-
no1 bo ..moved f1onl OsOII Brlllla 'Widaoul lho OClllNlll of tbD 
Mullr of tho Rolla, 
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The Manorial Society of Great Britain 

FolD'lded in 1906 as an association of Lords of the Manor. The 
Governing Council today includes: The Earl or Shrewsbury & 
Talbot DL, The Earl or Shannon, The Lord Sudeley MA(Oxon) 
FSA, Cecil R Humphery-Smilh FSA, Desmond de Silva QC, 
Denis B Woodfield DPhil (Oxon) (US Chairman), Bruce King­
Siem 1P (Australian Ou1irman), Gerald P Rand, John Moore 
BA FRHis!S (Academic Affairs), Robert Smith OStJ BA (Chair­
man of the Council). 

The Socie\)' has 1,800 memben and publishe$ a regular Bulle­
tin and periodic boolcs. It holds a series of events throughout 
the year, the next being the House of Lords Annual Reception 
on June 25th, 2003. 

Head Office: 104 Kennington Road. London SEU 6RE (tele­
phone: 020 7735-6633; Cu: 020 7582-1588 (international, drop 
the first ''O" and dial 44-207 plus last seven digits•) 

• Don't forget to dial your country's international access code 
when calling overseas. In the US this is 011 and in Europe 00, 
but it varies elsewhere in the world. So, if you were calling the 
Manorial Society from America, you would dial: 0llM-207-
735-6633. 

email: 
Website: 

Use of Title 

manorial@msgb.co.uk 
www.msgb.co.uk 

Suppose your name is Roger Booth, one of the 16th century 
holders of the Manor of Chepstowe. 1nc style would be: Roger 
Booth. Lord ofCheP510we, or Roger Booth, Lord of the Manor 
of Chq>stowe. Propedy speaking, women in their own right 
are Lord of the Manor, just u the Queen is Duke (not Duchess) 
of Lancastt.r, but the Society sce1 no difficulty in lhe use of 
"Lady of Chepstowe" or "Lady of lhe Manor of Chepstowe" 
afia the nor.mal style. The style may be used on UK passports, 
but a leu.t.r of confirmation from the Society is required. This 
is available to all members. 

Coats ol Arms 

M11110rial Lords (and Ladies) have long been recognized by their 
~au. of ann• (or armorial bearings). Arms have been Used as 
identification on the bauletield through 1hicld1, aurco•t1, and 
fhgs; and on docwnenta through sells. In Britain, the tllrce 
Amlt.d Setvicu have long had their co111 of arms and nags 
and evai in coWllriea where there la no monarchy arms and scab 
are in frequent u,e: eg The Seal of the President of the United 
S~ which is derived &om Oeorge Washlngton'aAnns, whose 
flnlily Arma were oriJiuaJJy granlcd by die Briliah Crown. 

-·-·---- --.,.-,. ..... , 

For Arms generally throughout the world: The Institu~ofJfe. 
raldic and Oenealogical Studies, Northgate, Canterbury,~ 
CT11BA: telephone: 01227-768664; fax: 01227-765617 (~ 
R Humphery-Smith FSA) 

England: College of Arms, Queen Victoria Street. London Ee+ 
telephone 0207 248 2762 
Scotland: The Lyon Office. Lord Lyon CoUrt. HM Nh' ~ 
tcr House. Edinburgh EHi 3YT: telephone: 01'.3 t-SS6-72$S: r11a: 

0131-557-2148 (Sir Malcolm Innes of Edingjght KCVO) 

Ireland: The Chief Herald ot Ireland, Heralds• Office and MG­
seum, 2Kildare Street, Dublin 1; telephone: 00-3S3~1-66183U 

Research Services 

The lots in lhis catalogue have mostly been compiled by 
Stephen Johnson MA 
43 Seabridge Road 
Newcastle Under Lyme 
Staffs ST5 2HU 

tel/fax 01782-613503; 
email: stevej.historicalresearch@virgin.net. 

. Mr Johnson can undertake additional work into history ml-­
norial rights. 

Stewardship Services 

Stewardship Services will mange meetings for lhc new Larda 
Lady and the local community, and establishes righls » aall 
and other traditional incidents. For further infomwioa. CDllm 
Mr Rooks 
115 High Street 
Bexley 
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Chartered Surveyors 
l East Sueet 
AJhburton 
DovonT013 7AD 
(P JR Michelmore) 

telephone 01364-654333 
fax 01364-654315 
~.a,~ 



The Origin and Evolution of English Manors 
by AP M Wright 

lN 11-IB early l l th century, ccnain ecclesiastics, unwlttin1g pre. 
curron of functionalist sociology, propounded the theory that 
human society was divided into three orders, the ora,tores, 
bellatoru, and laborat0rts: those who protected It with their 
prayers and their swords, and those who tilled the earth 11:, 1up• 
port the oth~ two classes. When the Manor wu lint rec,orded 
by that name in England, in 1086 in the pages of Dom,~ay 
Book. social developments, incluJing the revival or COJJUincrce 
and town life, were already begiMing to make such a chiasifi­
cation buldequatc, though it applied fairly well to Westerin Eu­
rope over the previous half millennium. 

During that period, the poor stale of communications make it 
difficult to transpon what small surplus the primitive and ~neffi­
cicnt agricultural techniques in use produced, and made self. 
sufficiency in each locality necessary. The ume difficulty 
obliged rulen to delegate their powers to local potentate., who 
foWld it only too easy to convert such authority into hereditary, 
private possession. Money was in use, but it was rather a mea­
sure of value lhan a regular means of exchange. The silver penny 
introduced by the Carolingians (Kings of France in lhe minth 
century) was of quite high value in terms of com and 1ivcs1tock. 
The Manor, therefore, proved the most convenient instit,~tion 
for obtaining from the peasantry lhe resources needed to 11~ain­
tain the higher orders of clergy and warriors. Just as men c;f the 
warrior ordez held land in return for fighting for their Icing or 
lord. so the peasants paid for the land which lhe weallh)• and 
powerful gave them, or allowed lhem lo keep, with their la.bcur 
in cultivating the fields or carrying the produce to palace or 
mopastuy. Some of the men subject to ruch obligations ·were 
probably descended from bondmen whom their masters had 
seuJcd on small holdings, to make them self-supporting in food, 
while retaining their services. Others, legally free, had SUJrren­
da-ed lheir holdings to a powerful neighbour, to receive 1'.hern 
back burdened with services, in remm for assistance in limes of 
scarcity and protection form oppression by otheis than him.self, 

Although England during the Anglo-Saxon period is p<J>Ody 

documented for economic history, glimpses can be obtairmd of 
lhe development of Manon there also. It has been suggc:sted 
that the medieval England Manor WIS directly derived lion, the 
Roman-British villa, English chieftains taking over ownm:hip, 
as Frankish and Gothic invaders did from Roman landowners 
elsewhae. while their serfs were thought to descend from a sub­
jugated British peuantty. Such a transfer of lordship could 
have occurred in regions where Romano-British society survivNI 
relatively irttact at the moment when the English overran ii~ In 
other parts, where the population consisted maWy of Enulish 
settlas, a social hierarchy existed which could involve d~pen­
dent landholding on a manorial system. 

Ap.art from slaves and surviving Webhmen, free men were1 dir­
fcrmtiated eorls of noble rank, and ceorls, or peuant husband­
men. Many village, name,, in which an Anglo-Saxon penonal 
name;.. combined with "tun" or "l!am" pro~bly lnd!cate pl aces 
whae Jeada• of lribes •euled, 1urrounded by followen wlllose 
subjection to lhem. expreucd through yiolding produco or acr­
vica, could be made progronively moro burdensomo. By '700, 
thegns in Wusex. who Jwheulcd men onnowly cultlvated land, 
could mako lhe.m In rotum work on the donor'• land. II'. the 
thegn p,ovided a houae u well, tho recipient waa bound for llfo 
l.o bu service. 

Manorialism also spread through the alienation of the Bnglith 
kings' rights over land and ill inhabitant,. Seattered c,va the 
various Anglo-Suon Kingdoms during the Hepwchy <-ee map) 
were "king's !UN", to which the men of the surrounding district 
customarily delivered amounts of bread and ale, meat and poul­
tty, butter, cheue. and honey, sufficient to provision the king 
for a day and a night as he journeyed around bu realm. They 
might 1ho come in for • few day• caoh ye,a to plough and har­
vest any (annland that the lting had !here, His reeve might also 
collect there the sums due to h~ upon breachu of the law. 

Prom the 7th century, for the Nfety of their souls and rheir king­
doms, king, steadily gave away such estates, or fractions of !hem. 
often comprising whole villages, to their bishops, abbots, and 
nobles in perpetuity. Each such grant implied the right 1.o draw 
revenues and scrvicoa from the husbandmen there and often to 
exercise jurudiction over them for the grantee's profiL By the 
10th century a great mass of the peuantry, even apart from lhe 
numerous serf.s, wu mostly still tied. On many esratu their 
obligations included, besides for variollS renders in kind and 
the ploughing of a ponion of their lord's lands, working for him 
every wcelc:, as villein. did later, in whateva way they were com­
manded. In much or eastern England. however, where Danish 
invasion and settlement had disrupted the old English social 
sttuclllfc, the cultivator, we~ le$S subject to Manorial lordship. 
Those regions contained until after I 066 many sokemen. whose 
main duty to their lord was to " seek" the jurisdiction of his 
courL In many villages there, no substantial landowner had any 
large area in hand. the land being divided among the resident 
peasants. 

In organization oflordships, as in other fiekh. the Norman Con­
quest produced. despite the forcible dispossc.ssion of rho En­
glish aristoaacy, not so much a cataclysmic transformation. but 
a sharper and more systematic development of existing institu­
tions. 1he name of the Manor, from the lord's manoir. or resi­
dence. WIS indeed an innovation. The ~lling out of the land 
into Manors, where they did not already exist. was mOR10Vcr 
required by the enfon:emait of feudal tenure. as the Conqueror 
and his barons distributed land l.o their vassals, to be held by 
providing knights. The Manor became the economic unit sup­
plying tho knight with the income to maintain him and to pay 
for his arms and horse. Since Manors varied in size and value 
there wa.s no con-elation between them and the tnight"s fee. th.e 
amount of land theoretically sufficient for the support of a kn.ighL 
The new Nonnart lords did perhaps make use ot tho viUagon QO 

their Manors somewhat more than their predecessors had done; 
Domosday Book sometimes indic11cs that the amount of incame 
obtained was higher than those peying it could comf'onab!y yield. 
Manorialiiation was c.ittcndod in areas, as in tho east. where it 
hlld been weak in 1066. Many free men and sake.men were 
degraded from their previous partial independeiwo 10 tho stahu 
of tho villllli, ordinary villa&ers. and may have incuned more 
obligations as a ro.sulL 

It is in lhe recoi(b ftom tho oarly 12th century, after those 
chanaos, that tho "clusio" tYJ>O of Bncli.sh Manor ~mes 
oloarly visible. Tho land within it fell into two portions: the 
lord'• mosno undo:r his imn1cdi1to control. wh°'° produce wu 
for tho auppo,t of him and his household; and lho lONnted land, 
ftom whlcluervlcos wore provided to cultivate Ibo demesne. In 
1086, many Manon had had serfs who probably worked con-

YViii 
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liJluously on the demesne, but chattel slavery died out soon. 
Thcreafta, the lords drew the necessary labour, pully from their 
1m_m,ts, putty from a small group of permanently hired men, 
same JPC'Clally skilled as ploughmen or shepherds. Such fum 
wen-en received, besides a small money wage, yearly payments 
in oom. The demensne usually included a Manor house or farm­
stead. where some permanent agent. if not the lord himself, lived, 
surrounded by enclosures or meadow and pasture larger than 
those or othe'l" landholders on the Manor. In the arable open 
fields too the lord had much of his land lying together in largish 
blocks, saving him the trouble of moving his ploughs about the 
fields as frequently as the peasants had to, with their small strips 
of an acre or less. 

The tenanted land was usually held partly freely, partly in 
villeinage.. The freeholders paid their dues to the lord mainly in 
money rents, but might owe some labour services at special times 
of year, often of a more honourable kind, such as 1upervizing 
other worketS in harvesL The villein tenements wete less se­
cure and more heavily burdened. Legally, they were htld en­
lhcly at the lord's will. In practice, they passed from father lo 

son. for such land was unprofilAble without men lo farm it. But 
a villein tenant ejected or denied succession by the lord had no 
leg~ redress. Most villein holdings owt.(f some money rents, 
perhaps a commutation of ancient renden: in kind, or a continu­
ation of a yearly levy, called before the Conquest gafol, perhaps 
once due to the king. Each holding sent a man ro work on the 
demesne f()( two or three days a week, and at the relevant sea-
101\S to plough md hanow so many acre:. of it, and to mow the 
lord's meadows. The tenant also had lo use his cart and draught 
beasts to cany the lord's crops to his house or to neighbouring 
mattets. During the lwvest, villein tenanl$ had to come once 
or twice with several men, or with their whole households, ro 
reap and cany the lord's crops, to get them while favourable 
weather lasted. The name prtcaria. or harvesl boon, given IO 
lha1 seivice. probably recalls a long dislanl past when men had 
woluntarily given lheir lotds and neighbours such assistance Crom 
goodwilL Such tenants also had IO send their sheep lo the lord's 
fold, giving him the advantage of !heir manure, and IO grind his 
com at lhe lord's mill: the roll went IO the lord lhrough lhe millet's 
ia\L The t«d in his tum in times of bad harvest, would subsi­
dize the poor from his bun. 

~ distinction between freemen and villeinage holding wu 
not based on the tenant's personal status. Free men could hold 
liuid in villeinage. petfonning the labour due from it, wilhout 
necessary forfeitlng their freedom, although a (111U1y once free 
whose manbcts did 10 for several generation, risked losing ill 
free stab.IS. A freeman's children born on such a holding lo a 
villeimge woman, perhaps its heiress, were moreover reckoned 
u wlftee. Over lhose who were villeins by birih, also styled 
naJivi, rhe lQrd had even greater authority. He ,night, and some­
times did, sell or give away a villein and his offspring, though 
usually only with the land they occupied, Villein& mlghl not 
depart from the Manor without their lord'• Juve. U, at• price, 
he allowed them to live el&ewhttc, they must still pay every 
year chevage. head money, u evidence of their continuing In 
bondage. VilleiN had to pay rhe lord ''merdld" on giving their 
daughtus in marriage. Thei' personal goodl wete 1uppo1ed IO 
be his and a.t his will ht might exact from them II much II he 
cl»se, u tallage, In practice, however, tallag1 WII ~Clell taPII 
from villeins as a group as an annual paymenr. noc v11)'11l& IJCIIIY 
in amount. When a villein died, the lord IOOk his bat beast u • 
hcrioL The tam had once referred to a dlegn'• 1111111 rotumed 11 

his dcadi to the lord who had given them. Iis IIICI == 
J)elSll1lry perhaps recalls a period It which I~ 
land. had also supplied Iha livesroc:k IO woik JL 

The divergence in alanding which thu1 gave tlle Manorial lord 
rar more power over some of hi, men lhan over other• wu prob­
ably In aome eases caused by ~• f1milie1retainin1 1r1 anua­
tral fre«lom from before 1066. Blsewhttc, descendants or some 
of the undllferentlaled vilfanJ ot 1086 had acquired by prescrip. 
lion a l'reedorn of tenure and status ii time 1o be protected by lhe 
developing Common Law; while many others. of ,im.ilu ori­
gins, uw themselves 1ubjecred more firmly lo their lords, as lhe 
king'• judges established clearer definitions of freedom and saf. 
dorn, and declint.(f to extend lo more ihan I minority of lhe peu. 
anlly that protection from •bitruy treatment by their tonk which 
the Common Law offeted to acknowledged freeholders. In do­
ing ao, the courts were influenced pa111y by Roman Law doc.­
trines about slavery, pardy perhaps by unwillingness IO detr.r­
mine every petty disputo between lord and lenw throughout 
England, The tests adopted for deciding whether a pcaun, held 
freely or in villeinage wete not clear cul Uability to merchct 
and tallage were considered strong evidence of viDeinag~ al~ 
though free men also occasionally owm them. The mosi im­
portant cri1erion wu not aimply lhe type of render duo to lhe 
lord, money or labour. AJlhough most fruholdets paid the 
money rents, considered mote honourable, some owed not in­
considerable works. The issue lllrned rather on the certainEy or 
otherwise of lhe services rendered. To hold freely a mm must 
only have to do yearly a fixed amount of work. If a lord were 
entitled to demand as much work for a holding u he chose. Ille 
courts reckoned lhat it was villein land. In pracJice, indeed. the 
level of labour seivica imposed wu regulated by tradition on 
each Manor; but the courts would not protect admiued villein 
tenants from attempts by !heir lords to increase iL 

Some villeins sought to escape their disabilities by buying from 
their lords charters of enfranchiserncnl. Such purchases were 
not very frequent, for lhe line between freedom and villein.age 
was one of legal status, not of material well-being. S<me free­
holders ownm rnore land than most villeins, but many others 
had only minutt holdings: freehand was often divisible be<ween 
heirs. The lords usually insisted that the villeins' holdings. ~­
cally full, half, and quarter yardlands, of 30. IS, or 7.S c:ustam­
uy acres, be preserved as units, 10 that lhe aervica duo from 
lhem in proportion to their sir.e could be moR easily uacled. 
Many freemen, therefore, were no beltet olf dlffl 11 loweat 1cra-

111m of Manorial tenants, the cottager. They probably derived 
from the bordan and cottagers. holdin& five aaea or less eacb. 
recorded in 1086. Mostly W\free penonally, lheyusually owned 
only their conage and lhe croft around it. sometimes a few open­
field aaes. Being hardly ablo to livo by cullivaling their own. 
land, they furnished • reserve of labour foi: hirin& by lhose ~ 
prosperous peasanll who had holdilgs too largo IO bo worked 
solely by lheir family, and in particular by lhe lord. Ho hid 
nllUl'ally an advantago In bugaining ov~ wagea with men who 
could not easily seek work elsewhere without his leave. 

Such was lhe organiiation of lhe Manor, u it wu rocoidcd 011. 

lho es111ea of lho largo Benodictine monasteries and soruo olhor 
great landowners, But it wu not l)pical of all Manon, lho ox­
tent 1.0 which lhat model prevailed VU)'UII in spaco and time. 
Thero were parts of England when! villelnqe was of Unlo im­
ponanco. In Kont, tho pouanlly woro almoal all porsonally froo. 
and owed only money rents and IOl\t aeuonal ~!eel. Over 
much of But Analla. besldol • olua of full frooholdon a1roady 
ftourlahlna In Ibo 12th cenl\lr)', lhoroworo many molomen. who, 
although p«IOllally unfroo, held lholr lad fcir pannanontly !hod 
1111111, In tho paioral uplandl otlho North, much pouan& ienuro 
Involved malnly rendert of oaule and• form of m1Bllr)' IG'Vice 
10 repel raids acroll tho~ bocder. In Cornwall, by 1300, 
IIIIICI& land WU hlld OIi i purely ooall'IClllll buic men took it 
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up from lhe lord fortcnns or years 11 rents partly determined by 
mubt forces. Even in the Midlands and the South or England, 
the heartland of the "model" Manor, there were exceptioru IO 

its domln111Ce. M111y village, contained seven! Manors 10 that 
no 1ingle lord had exclusive control or the peasants. Thumaller 
Manon belon&in& to knights and franlilins onen aho differed 
from lhc model just described. On many or them, weelt work 
was not Clll10mary, and their villein tenants performed only the 
,won.al wb or ploughing, ha)making, and hll'llesting. Some 
Manon had, besides their demesne, only free tcnanu, othen 
only a few villeins, whose ,crviccs would not be sufficient to 
worlc the dcmcsm. A few Manon contained no demesne 11 alL 
but only righU of lordship over freeholders and villeins, 10 that 
their revenue could only be received in cash. 

Ftom the 11th century, moreover, the Manor was placed in a 
changed eoonomic cnvirOlllllcnL Coinage was becoming rc.la­
tively plentiful, witness the thousands of silver pennies e.xac1ed 
from England as Danegeld, a fraction of which has been dis­
c:ovcred in buried hoards in ScandinaviL The lords thus had the 
option of drawing their income from the peasantry, not in kind 
or labour, but mainly in cash. In Domesday Book, most Man• 
ors have a money value on lhem, which probably represents the 
111111 obtainable by ratting them out. On many eilates, lay and 
eocbiascical, they wa"t by 1100 Jcl$Cld ID middlemen u/innarll, 
fannen, who undatook their man1gcment, for a fixed or "fann" 
rent. Such leases then usually included lhestoclc and seed needed 
&o c:ultivale !he demesne, with the right ro call on the tenants' 
labour services, but lords often reserved their money renu IO 
themselves. The convenience of fanning oul Manors wu baJ. 
anced by risb. Leases were 11$11ally made for life and, if a]. 

lowed to pass in the same family, might euily become def acto 
hmdiwy, making it hard for the lord to regain ~sion at 
their expiry. Farmers, ioo. were oflat willing to connive with a 
prderence from the peasantry for paying their dua in money 
rather thm by labour, and Illus achieving a tenure that could be 
claimed as behold, and for lhosc remaining in villeinage, knowl­
edge or what works they owed might be obscured. 

Tbcpnctic:eoffarmingMarorswasevcntuallyabandonedwhcn 
in lhe 12th century, England was afflicted with ill rust serio\1$ 
l'Cl(X1tdcd inflation. The Canners could wee the prorllfrom rising 
prices, while the unchangedrmts which they paid yielded many 
lords too small an income to meet the increasing expense of a 
uoble or knightly lifestyle. By 1200, many lords were respond­
inl by taking their MIIIOIS back under their penonal control. 
They were then run. sometimes by reeves drawn from the un­
fru tenants, somcdmcs by salaried bailiffs, who might have 
profeuioml experience of farm management. The monutcries, 
whose exemption from mililary pursuits gave their rulm more 
leisure for supervizing their estates, were especially prominent 
in \llldcrtaking such direct managtmenl of their dcmense, For 
almost 200 years, landlords continued lo develop their M1110n 
ink:nsively ~vcs, aiming no longer ,imply at subsi,tcnce, 
although IOl1lC JX'oducc was often delivered to their 00\1$MOlds 
but It fllllllCial JX'Ofit by Idling com, wool, and cattle on ~ 
marlc.et. Their seignorial right, over their tenant, were revived 
f« die purpose. Freeholden, whoso rents were fixed, escaped 
lhcheavjeatpra111re, but villeins were often faced with demands 
far lheir _PCdormin~ anew tr.iilionaJ labour-service,, whicli thelr 
lotds ffllght Ir)' lo IIICrcase, under the guile ot defining them. 
The peaalllll nalllnlly rcsuted. rometima by pauive nonce,. 
opention, IClOICW1ICI by laW111it.1. Before the king'• judge, they 
often ~lairned to ~long to the ancient demesne of the ~wn; 
~ ~vile&~ vm~ ltmnlS on ii were entltlc:d 1o royal P'Olec­
tion m holding_ !heir land securely and in rendering only flXed 
customary aemca. The courts, however, decided that only those 
Manon named as the king's in Domesday Boole could claim 

those privilcgr.,, and the vlllem,• law111i11 0111111)'faited. Jen. 
Ing lhcm 1o lhe uncertain proteclion of a Manorial cmcom 1ftar 
the lord might well override. 

Some lords met pcuant re.sistanc.e with open force.~ 
their admiued right IO imprilon their villei111, c:onl'11Cafins dwi, 
land, or lining them to the uttermost (or their defiance. Sucft 
repression was assisted by the ec:ononw1i1111tion. Until dl8~ 
14th century, the population wu steadily riling. and ffm bad 
on the mugin of profitable cultivation had to be braagh& 1lllder 
the plough to feed the growing numbers. There wu, Cherefore, 
a strong demand for villein land, evm on burdenlorM 1an11 
while the compclilion of many labour en, landlea or nearly ,o: 
kept down 1griculruul wage ratu. A man who, finding Ilia 
lord'• demand IOO heavy, fled from the Manor widloat leffe. 
must leave behind the land and cattle which had been bis liYdi­
hood; and even if he deaped recapcme. and in some &.ca. 
borough or village achieved a de f.cio freedom, ha was ~ 
Jacking training in a crafl, lo be reduced 10 penury. So it old DOC 
mailer too much to lords that the legal burden or prOYU11 dm • 
man, osltnSibly &ee, was really their villein. came ID ll!lt m 
them. Mon villeins perforce stayed on their botdinp, lboap 
no doubt grumbling and sometimes, at the rist of oa:asiaul 
rmes, shirking as much of the labour imposed on !hem a Ibey 
could. 

The lords did nol, in any csse, invariably demand dw IUCb ser­
vices be performed in full. Besides being perbap,-•• of die 
relative inefficiency of forced labour. they nugbl find dUll ... 
value of• panicular work was 1"s thlD the remm w• er1J 
expected for it in food or other perquisites; especially die beatJ 
meals due lo hll'llesters. Lords were often therefore ready Ill 
"sell" or commute works for cash payments. 1ISU&lly 1/Zd. Ill 
2d. for ordinaiy week work. double for the especially acfal 
hll'llest works. The figure chosen was probably clrigimlly eqiao. 
lent IO lhec:ostofhiring substitute labour. Lord andviDmunip1 
agree to commute a whole year's work in advance., mama Ilia 
villein temporarily a near rent payer. More oftm, perblpa. aa1J 
those individual works nol required on the demesne_.~ 
muted one by one.The choice whelher to comnmlO ....S willl 
the lord and the process wu not entiJdy to lhe villein's adY-. 
tage. Although spared the indignity of compu1scxy labaar al 
able IO devote more time \0 his own land, he bid IO raiN Ilia 
neccssaiy cash by sclling a larger proportion of Ibo crop$ cL a 
holding that might even in good yea be barely Pod6c:inl lit 
,upport himself and his family. 

By such exactions, the lords subslllllially incseased lbeir .a 
inco~ over the 13th century 11 the cxpcnso of 1be peas-,. 
On many Manors, half or more or that income came DOt filaa 
demesne fanning, whether using villein&' works or hired 1--. 
but immediately in money, from rents. inc:Nding ... for• 
ing out small pieces of demesne. commutalion of warb,, millr. 
"sales" of the right lo use tho locd'1 grass and woodland. •• 
profits of hiJ courts. Tho increasing intensity with wbicll ltlldl 
exploited their rights i1 reflected by changes in lhe typeolncadt 
c:oncaned with Manorial mtnagen1e11t. In the 121helUll)'o ,._ 
economic change wu alow and hardly noticed or upeclld. • 
lords had surveys made at Ion, illlcivals. showlna lhe Glllllof 
the dem~ tho 11110111\1 of siock employed onir. lDd ... _. 
ben ~meoflhetenants' holdings with lbesem:aa.y-. 
William the Conqueror had had Dorne,day Boot coqiilt!I .. • 
0~•f 0r•all record of the wealth 111d WMlloldiq la Ills• 
kingdom. By the ~d 13th century, nch IUIYeyl ... -,,,.,,,:_ 
mented by new kinds of doc:IIUau, lbe ICCOUlll 11111 1111 Ollillf'_ 
:IL ~ accouna, Which entlrnftlled in detail aD ....... 
. ~ture, WU designed lea to help lbe bd --- ... 
liability of hiJ danesnc fanning, although ,.. 



~~ \o use it for that purpose, than to ensure that hla agent 
t\\.t\ning the Manor answered for every penny due. Court rolls 
~'bled • lord to check the occa8ional income arising from hi, 
m- 's \and dealings and law breaking, bc8ides prm,lding a rCOOtd 
of lT()Ceedings in hi.I court. 

A. Manorial c:ow1 was, in lhcory, held every three weeks, and 
usually met frequently until U10 15th century when iiJ business 
was often concentrated into two sittings in spring llld autumn, 
Although it was held in the lord's name by hla 1tew1rd, he wu 
no\, formally at least. judge m his own cause, The court's judg­
ments were made by the assembled body of ltnants, styled the 
homage. or • jury drawn from them, Such Jurica also, when 
nec:essuy, swore that the special customs of that Manor were, 
whether over their obligations to the lord or the rules for inher­
itance of unfree holdings. The authority of those courts derived 
from several origins. Before the Conquest, kings had allowed 
landowners a wide jurisdiction over their peasants, reserving 
only Serious cases of robbery and violence. Feudal custom gave 
~ lord the right to try, in a court composed of his tenants, 
disputes arising between them. So the peasants regularly sued 
one another in the Manor court in minor cases of debt and con­
~ac:t, assault and trespass. The court also enforced tht lord'• 
nghts against those neglecting 10 render their dues to him or 
eiQO&<:hing on his property, and recorded hi., admission of men 
10 holdings and the "ftne" exacted for their tntry llpOll them. 
Lawyers later styled courts handling such business cusromuy 
COUrts or CC>urts baron: only the lauer were supposed to have 
•uthority over freeholders. But such distinctions were not made 
in medieval times. 

Many Manorial lords also had higher rights of jurisdiction, which 
beellllle those of courts lcct. The king'" la.wycn; licld lhlll lhey 
were possessed by delegation of royal aulhority, but in practice 
Ibey were admittedly enjoyed by long established custom "from 
a time beyond human memoiy". The principal jurisdiction was 
view of frank:pledge. h entitled a lord to checlc that his llllfree 
tenants, freemen being exempt, all belonged to the groups, called 
lithings, into which the peasantry was divided to help maintain 
public order: tithings w'" collectively liable to be fined for their 
individual member's offences. Courts leet had. IOO, a fonn of 
police jurisdiction, with the power to punish bloodshed, scold· 
ing. and similar breaches of the peace. From the 14di century 
they usually named lhe constables responsible for leading the 
villagers in reprcuing crime, Most lords also had the right to 
enforce the assize of bread and of ale, by which the price, mea­
sure, and quality of those basic foods, whtn produced for sale, 
wece controlled. The courts regularly appointed ale-tasters 10 
do so in ~actice, che lord simply IQOk the fines imposed on the 
villages ale wives and bakers, u a kind of licensing fee, without 
ll')'ing to make them mend their ways. To some Manon also 
belonged the right to lake the forfeited gooda of ten..i11 con­
victed of felony, or chat of infanglhlef, The latter entitled a lord 
lo hang thieves caught red-h!lflded on his land. Tho Manorial 
gallows wu, however, rather a IOken of ill owner's standing 
lhan • frequently used wlrun)ent of justice. 

Tiie decline of the Manor II an economic instilUtion bog an widi 
CCOnomie chanaes in the Jato 14th cenlUry. The alow fall In pop11• 
lation rcauldng from the Black Death and Iha rec:urrent plague, 
Ch.at followed reduced the prcaaure that lordl could exert upon 
!heir tenants. Prices fell, and w1g11-ralel, dcaplto alWl)pt, to hold 
them down by legislation, slowly but steadily increued, do11• 
bling by the end of the 14th cenluJy. There wu redll(Cd demand 
for villein holding, from a leu numeroUJ pw111try1 who could 
more euily find land or employment elsewhere, Tho demandl 
put forward during the Peasant1' Revolt for pcnollll freedom 
for all and the right to hold land solely for rent reveal tho under· 

lying resentment atilt (dt •1•i111t villtin11t and CCfflP'JIIOrJ 
labour. Lord, found that men "1.lld not tccepC holdinp f;thfd 
to 111ch burdt.n,. II Chey were not to be lefc vlClnf, ,uch rme,. 
menu h~ to be let out at rent. Ac tint, IUCh leGel '!l'ere for 
almt periocb, the lords aliD hopina evmlllaDy to ratme Clie old 
~~- Prom !he 15th cenrury, however, lhettlltina oar of lormer 
villem lmd became permanent and iu la11Jfe herediury. md 

lhe renu u tixed u those for Cree holds had ~ since the I '21h 
caituty. The clus of custonmy r.enan11 •• g11dmDy tr-. 
formed into one of copyholden, ,o named from-their ttceiving 
u lille deeds copiea of tht court roll ennies reconfmg their 16-
mission. The inferior llalUI of their lenure, the mehold or if 
remaining with Che lord, wu madted by the ~mony QSed in 
transferring it. Hein or purchasen of copyhold must come inro 
the court and r~ive possession from the ste.ward "lo bold 111 

the will of the lord, aa:ordina 10 the custom of the Manor". 
Villein alalUJ as such, howevet, w• never formally abolished. 
In 1381, the landowner, when uked in Parliament, anpb1ci­
cally repudialed the proposal that they lhould free their bond­
men, Even in die 16th century, weahhy townsmen or an&ec 
ance.stry might be coeieed by I brd under colour or his righl. ro 
confJSCate or tallage thtir aoods. The Crown, 100, railed small 
swns by granting oomnussions for !he compullory cnlranchise,. 
ment, at a price. or bondmen on royal Manon. But for die greai 

majoriay of tht peasantry. custom wisted by• 1111019 rapid tum­
over of village populations and dw dying oat of mown Yillcin 
families had lif'ted the ignominy of JUYiiudc by 1500. 

Higher wages and the loss of villein wons also helped ID end 
the lord's fanning their demmse themselves. Belwem the 1380s 
and the 1420s most landlords, to aran the decline in ~ 
profi~. turned to leasing them '!'JI al mm which. fixed • last 
for a tirtle, would protect lhelr lna>mes. A Cew kept -
dtmense as home farms to supply their bovscbolds.. Some 
demcnscs wa-e leasal to dw body of vilJa&en wbo would prob­
ably ,hare than out in poporlion ID their pnvioua land hold­
ings, Mo,lly, however, Ibey were let u lllli&s. It fiat ot\ca ID 

prosperous villagers. drawn from the class of JneR wbo bad nm 
them for the lard u m:ve or bliWt FIOlll Iha Illa Ulbcemury. 
demcsnelcues weremmeoftmac:quindby~llllall 
gently or merehan&s from nearby 11>was.. Sucb men. by cbo 
personal supervision or specil1izatioA. migbl 1111b danc:me 
farms pay, where more iemote OW11e!S couldDOC. Tba bd 11111-
ally RSCIVed to himself Iha cm incoma from llmllDIS' RIIIS Im 
his courts. So lho English WIIOCney IDd g1111ry fillllly wilb­
draw rrom the duect uplohalioa Ill their Im-. brcoauna-as il 
remained later, primarily fflllien. 

Manorial Lordshi~ still, howov-. a•vo • bndowmres1aillllll­
van11101 over his lcnants. Copyboldeq wao focbiddtn 111> im­
pair the value of their holdings by lolling buildinp tbift r.11. 
into disrepair. lo cul down trees, oc -, let lhcir llDCl b lllClle 
than I year wilhout their lord'a loavo. lflhoy did. lhl tencw 
was f<>llmlly forfolced. lhough 11Sually resl.Oled Oil ,-ylMIII of 
a fint. Moro important wu tho copyholdcr's tolatiYoly pnceri. 
ous right or~ By the 1a1o 151.heenl\lly. lhotin& \QOURI 
woro Indeed willing if a copyhold« ~uld affocd IO appoal ID 
thom, 10 pro~t him against oulfi&ht oviclioa by bis lord,. but a 
ton WU often Y\IMablo whon hia rather diod. la 1M WOil Qf 
England eopyholda wore commonly he1J for the liYoa of two or 
throo named 1U11mbon of lho 1onan1-. family, In tho But. Ibey 
woro 11111ally horltablo lilto ftoohokl. In tither cue,. lhe bd wu 
ondtlod 10 an ent,y r1no from 1'oir1 scokina admis.sioa. 0n.,.. 
Manon &hat lino wu fixod by oiastom, often It a yeu'I nnt. On 
111011111 amount WU arbitrN)', &l tho loid'I diacndaa, IDli WU 

1toadily inl:r*od lhto11&1'out tho 161h conury. By seaing it 100 
blah for tho holr ID afford IO pay, 1ho lord couJd in effect frUI. 
trato his claim lo lnhoril. M111y tlOpYhc)Jden. eapocially lholo 



for lives, wen, thus compelll!d to renounce hereditary right ht 
their ~tral lands, though sometimes they teetlvl!d leueholds 
for live, instead. By 1600, however, the royal courts had largely 
bloclced that loophole. They docided that a fine must be 'rea­
sonable', "''hich wu dermed u not being more than two year'• 
iw value of the p-operty. Thereafter, copyhold tenure, though 
still subject to special rules and practices, was nearly as secure 
ufrechold. 

Until the 17th century, the Manor also remained important in 
village life through the activity of Its court. During the 15th 
century, its police jurisdiction and later its hearing of ordinary 
lawsuits over money gradually fell into disuse. But much busi• 
ness remained. Since the 14th cenlUJ)', the court had regularly 
noted and published breaches of the customary practices of open­
field husbandry, especially those relared to common pasturage. 
It appointed haywards and common herdsmen to enforce those 
rule,. It also dealt with the many small nuisances, digging up 
roads for clay, not scouring watercounes, or fouling streams 
and streets with domestic refuse, with which villagen might 
incommode their neighbwrs. The frequent repelition of orders 
and punishments in such matters suggests that the court's ef­
forts we:e more persistent than sUQCCSSful. By the lSlh cenlUJ)', 
such rules were regularly recorded on the roll u "bylaws" or 
ordinances, made in legislative style ''by the assent of the lord 
and lhe leNJlts, for the common weal of the township". In vil­
lages containing more than one Manor, it was usually through 
the court of lhe largest, sometimes styled the chief manor, that 
lhe villagers thus managed their communal business. 

From the mid-17th century, however, the courts mostly ceased 
to concem themselves witll such matiers. The country lawyers 
who ran diem as stewards confined the recoldl!d business mostly 
10 reciting, in formaliud detail, successions to, and transfers of, 
QOpyhold land: it was only in that lhat the lord had a financial 
intetesL Agaruian bylaw were still occasionally repeated in 
stereotyped form. but any attempt to enforce them apparently 
ceased. Where once the whole body of tenants had been ex­
pected io attend, on pain of fu1es, one or two farmm repre­
sented them. Control of nllages passed to other bodies, such as 
lhe parish Vesll)', 

Such courts saw, however, their activity revived through spe• 
cial circumstances in certain of the new industrial towns which 
grew up in the 18th century, such as Binningham and Manches­
ter. Despite their increasing population, they had not obtained a 
chartered corporation, but remained legally mere townships. 
There courts baron might provide a forum conveniently close at 
band for litigation ovC'l small sums. The process of the court 
lut co reJX'CSS public nuisancu were the only ones available to 
presuve a minimum level of W'ban decency. So shopkeeprers 
andmanufactw'es IOOk up ancient office& as bailiffJ, constables, 
and headboroughs IO help manage their new cities. U, as often 
happens, the right IO hold a weekly market belonged ro the Lord 
of a Manor, the manor's court appointmmt of searchers of food 
and othet goods offered for sale provided a mew to ensure 
lradmg standards. 

Ova most of rural_ E:"gl~ howevtt, the Manor had declined 
~y 180?· Its r~ tighta of 111pervizing open.field farm. 
mg v~ with the stelldy enclosure of OJ)81\•fields and com-
lllOIII an the 181h end lhe early 19th centuri•• In th Id · wh • .... osewcr 
regions, aeextens1vemmrnonlandsurvi'v-.1 th '•'-
till be , ""' eeourtnu61,t • occas10nally called formally into action. Th • fr 

·'-'·--· f h Id • e en an­... .._~ .. o copy o IIIIO fr~hold, the lord •·'·'-g 'ta! 
fi • his '•'-• ....w a cap, 

sum or renowicmg """ to rents and en'"' fi.... -adil ed by - , w .... , pn>cecded 
ste y encourag a series of statues, from the mid-19th 
caitul)'. From 1926, copy hold tenure itself was abolished. There-

XXVlll~· · ·; __________ _ 

aner, the only potentially profitable tight au.ched ro • ~ 
lordship wu that over mineral, under remainini ~ 
In some cases under form~ c:opyholdland,, and mftlrW .,;,: 
The name of the M111or, Ill common usage, o(~ come IO ,4 
to the complex belonging to a landed estate, ,o !hat 'PPOlnrln, 
g~~eepcr over ,porting rights wu the lord'• fflOfl ~ 
activity. 

The surviving substances of the Manor, the l~demaner..., 
however, continued from the 16th century IO theearly20di. • 
principal support of the landed classesd. Historians ~ : 
dsiscover the proportion of land owned by d'dferent leelionsa, 
those classes, peerage, gentry, and yeomanry, have found it con. 
venient to count the number of Manors held atdilrmnt~ 
by such groups. The ties between landlord and Jeasee. -. 
over, Jong remained not simply commttciaL It relalned ._ 
of that seignorial systems, involving authority asnd JIIOkcllaa 
on one side, respect 111d savice on the other, which W 1-a 
more clearly shown in the medieval Manor. In the 161h ~ 
landownenfullyexpcctedtheirdepeadants'backinginrcud* 
neighbouring gentry, in the 18th and 19th cenrury lbeirlllllPld 
at parliamcntsry elections. Just as customay t.enanents bl ia 
praclicc been heritable, so leasehold might remain r« gmn. 
lions in the same family. Until the mid 171111:enlmy, IIIOllkaes 
ofdcmesneorforme_rcopyholdwcremadefortwoordnsh 
at relatively low rents, seldom chaiiged. but IUbjccte4 1111 W.. 
"fines" when they fell cile for renewal. 

Within the village, too, the demesne. where k IUl'Yffed ~ 
vided, gave the lord who owned it the OJJP0(1mUlJ ID~ 
local life. Some lords might be descended from. mediml 
knights, others lhe successors of mflChants or lawyasanilims 
yeoman who had bought the manor in Tudor arSIUlrtliaaa. ia 
either case, they were well placed to buy up sma11er Jmdllal£. 
ings. In those villages where, in the 19th c:entmy, nataf6a 
farmland was in the hands of one or two families. daey will-. 
ally be fo1111d to be the heirs in title of the medienl lmllaffla 
Manor. It was not unlit after the Fint World Wu dial: Ila W 
of land sales eonvcrred much o(England fiom aregimeofW. 
lord and tenant to one of owner-occupation. 

This essay was first published in 1981 in the hlldia ,(fie 
Manorial Society of Great Britain. Dr Wriglif was al* lilt. 
Senior Research Assistant at the Yictoria Hi.story of rlta C... 
ties <f England, University of London lnsfilulc of Hbrarbl 
Research. 



~ j}l,ote on tbe ~cott fmnil!'; ~arls of ~lhon, anb tbeir collntual, 
§s,ir <!Ernest ~cott, JLorbs of arne anb Westport 

,,m FIRST Sooll we apprehend is William ScoU of Newcastle 
UpOn 'fyne. north-east England, who wu a coal-and ahip .. bro• 
t:er at• period when the fumace of the "Industrlal Revolution" 
was jUSt firing up to make Britain the "workshop or the world", 
~ by fu and awa.y the riches! country on the planet lhroiugh• 
out the 19th and early years of tho 20th centuries. That we do 
not know his exact date of birth (he died in 1776) and this iJs not 
surprising. We only begin to team dates of birth and dea,lh u 
the fanilly grow in stature. The Scotts, whose fortune • e•ver a 
necessity for social and political expansion • was founded by 
William who had three sons, only one of whom, the youn,gest, 
is relevant to the descent of the Manors, although lhe fii:st is 
interesting. His name was also William and he was bom in 
1745. He was an historian and a lawyer. He was C&11nden 
Readei-in Ancient History al Oxford for 12 years before being 
called to the Bar in 1780, becoming successively, a Bencher, 
Reader, and Treasurer. He was the King's Advocate-Oe1neral 
between 1788 and 1798 and was knighted in the former year. 
He was a Tory MP between 1790 and 1821 for Downt0111 and 
lhen Oxford Univeisity (Oxford ,nd Cambridge Univer1;ities 
were entitled to two MPs each until 1947), Vicar-General c,fthe 
Province of Canterbury (1788-1821), and • Judge in the High 
Court of Admiralty (1798-1828), He was created Baron Stowell 
of Stowell Park. Gloucestershire, in 1821, and died leavini: two 
surviving daughters, in 1836, the peerage expiring with him. 

His younger brother, John, was even more eminent, thou!:h IO· 
day would probably be seen as an unreconstructed conserv alive 
of extreme views. In his day, he was described as a "High 
Tory". He was bom in Newcastle in 1751 and was educal!ed at 
Newcastle Royal Grammar School and University co9ege, 
Oxford. becoming a Fellow in 1767, aged 16. He was called to 
lhe Bar at~iddle Temple in 1776 and was MP for WeobleJ and 
Boroughbridge between 1783 and 1799. He beeune Soli,citor­
General in the administration of William Pitt the Young:er in 
1788 when he was knighted, and Auomey-Oencral in 1793. He 
bcc:ame Lord Chief Justice of Common Pleas in 1799, andl held 
the great office of Lord High Chancellor of Great BritaiJi con­
tinuously between 1801 and 1827, except for the years 18()6. 7. 
He was cieated ,Baron Eldon of Eldon, Co Durham, in '799, 
and Earl of Eldon and Viscount Encombe in 1821. Inj~:tions 
are now commonplace in the High Court. and ii was Lord Ei1c1on, 
who granted chem more freely u a temporary remedy lhlJ pre• 
vious Lord Chancellors and settled the rules for their uso. He 
opposed Roman Catholic emancipation (Catholics wcio ~,med 
from any political office and, lheoretlcally, could not sue ~ tho 
courts, though ways wcie found round lhia), he oppos1 lho 
abolition of imprilonmc:nt for debt. the abolition of th~ 1lavo 
trade (which happened in 1807 lhrougho11t tho Britilh ~(piro), 
and reform of lhe House of Commona (which camo whh the 
Great Reform Act or 1832). Al Auomey-Oeneral duripg Jhe 
~rench Revolutionary Wan of the 17901, he wu l111ely rc~pon• 
•ible for &he measure, 11w the Plu ministry took ao au 1Prc111 
political meeting• and literature considered lo be acdilioiu - In 
fa.er, English, Scouish, and Welsh hatred of lho Prench1mado 
•~h meuurea wholly unneceua,y, and like many 1\IQ,i ,,~aula• 
tions then. u now, they were 111ed co cru1h Ill manner of ~iuenl 
under the guile of "law and order'', 1ianlng wilh 11riClj~::: 
workers and lhe early trade union movcmenL He onJy ~ 
u Lord Chancellor in 1827 when he ruigned In psolOSl ~fainll 
the then Prime Miniltu George Canning '1 policy of C lie 

El(J(Jn 

emancipation,. which was passed in 1828_ Always dilalmy. the 
English Chancery was lhought to be at iis worst during Eldon"s 
tenure. He helped. however, to develop trademark law by issu­
ing numerous injw,ctions against madwus who sold boots 
bearing the name of otha traders• a most valWJble amtn"buticn 
to lhe protection of invenlOB. indusuialisu. and the Oty of 
London who were to make VICtorian Britain so fabuk>usly rich. 

It wu John Scou. lhird Earl of Eldon. who acquin,d the Dorset 
Lordships from the Trenc:huds. and these ultimale)y passed tc 
his Secclld son. Sir Ernest Stowell Scott KCMO. a dipklmaL 
He died in 1953, his widow W-mifrcd living until 1990. and the: 
Manorsueoft'eredonbchalfoflhisbnnchofthofamily. David 
Eldon Scott. a great nephew of Sir Ernest, still lives at Encombe 
House. Corfo Castle., Dorset. 

xxix 
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~ note on tbe ~alttabets fnmilp, ~omethne I.orb~ of tbe ~~ 
Jflanots tn llorset 

All'HOUOH none of lhis family were Barons byTenlD'e or sum• 
rnomd to Parliament before the 14th c:entuiy, they were persons 
of note in the Isle of Purbeck, Dorset, from the timeofWtlliam 
the C<mqueror (1066-87). Hugh Mautravers (sic) held the M1110r 
of Lytchcu (Maltraven;), Dorset, of William, Count of Bu, 
Fnnce, at the Domesday inquest in 1086. He m~t have been 
comparatively well off, for Lytchett was taxed at 12 hides, and 
30 male heads of households are noted by the King's commis• 
sioncrs, perhaps l village of 200 people, therefore. Collinson 
in his History gives three generations of Maltravers's until Sir 
John de M1utraven and his brother Walter in the reign orHenry 
Il (1154-89), , sunplified version of this pedigree set out in vol­
ume 3 being given with this mCff\oir. 

The first of the family to attain high position was Si.r John, born 
in 1266. He was granted free warren on his demesne and made 
lliCnight of the Bath with F.dwud Prince of Wales in 1306, and 
accompanied the Prince and his father, F.dwud I, on the King", 
last campaign to Scotland in the same year. Another member 
of Prince Edward's suite was Maurice de Berkeley, whom we 
shall tl\eet again presently. King F.dwud died at Grange over 
Sands, Cumberland (Cumbria), in 1307 before reaching Scot• 
land and was suoceeded by the Prince of Wales as Edward Il. 
Sir John and his son and namesake were both at Bannockburn 
in 1314 when the F.nglish under Edward Il wetrounced by the 
Scots under King Robert I (Bruce). The younger Jolm was 
made a p:isona and ransomed. Subsequently, he rose in favo\D' 
with Edward's Queai, Isabella of France, and was part of lhe 
c:onspirac:y of Isabella's lover, Roger Mo~er El:"l of Much, 
to ovathtow the King. This was accomplished m 1327, ~d 
Edward was imprisoned by Maurice, now Lord Berkeley, at his 
castle 11 Berkeley, Gloucestershire. (The castle is still owned 
by one of Maurice's descendants and the medieval structure is 
much lhe same as it must have been when the King was incu• 
cerated there almost 700 years ago. Interestingly, the Lordship 
ofBedceley, also still in lhe Berkeley family's hands, is the larg• 
est Manor in &gland, covering, it has been calculated, 28 par• 
ishcs ). Maurice Lord Berkeley appears to have ~7ated King 
Edwcd with some respect, which was not to the liking of Earl 
Roger and Queen Isabella, and he w~ repl~ed b~ Sir John 
Maltravers lhe younger. Sir John and his CO-J&1ler, SirTh~as 
Ooumay, contrived the King's assassination in a mo~t hom~le 
way. No mark could be left of Edward's body as 11 was m• 
tended to lay the royal corpse before the High Altar at St Paul's 
cathedral. London, whtte any signs of violence would have been 
discovered. Coosequenlly, the co~irator1 hollowed out a large 
bull's horn. This wu lhrust into the King's posterior and a red 
hotpoku inserted through the twine! provided into Edward's 
vitals. The JCtne is tragically played out in Christopher 
Marlowe'• play Edward II. 

WI 1330, Sir John wu summoned to Parliamcn~ but such mur­
dtn are hard to conceal for long and in the same year Edward 
Il'1 aon, Edward ID, carried out a "pal au coup" and overthrew 
Mortimer and hiJ own mother Isabella, The Queen wu bnpris• 
oned for the real of her life, and Mortimer and the co~iraton 
suffered 1orcy dcllhl, except for Sir John de Maltmcra who 
managed to escape to the continenL He w u not accused in thil 
Parliament of killing a king. but of murdering the Bari of Ken~ 
one of Edward n·, adherents, and WU lcnlalced to depth by 
hanging, drawing, 111d quartering, the traditional retribution for 
a traitor. The younger Sir Jolm 's father wu living throughout 

Mal/ravers 

all of this and died in 1344, the result of which wu that die 
Lordships in Purbeck, being held by John Senior, with tbe ~ 
Dorset lan<h, were not forfeited, lhe standard ~ of 
an Attainder (a Bill brought into the House of lords IPD1lt 

1 
man for treason which took his property as well as his life). 
Perh,ps because of his father's dealh, the yo~ger Joha lllll&bt 
an accommodation with Edward m who, m 1345, wu m 
Flanders (then an autonomous county covering moat of madaa 
day Belgium and nonhem France). He sunendercd ro tbeKiag 
1!1ere and was given safe conduct lo England, but It WIS IOt 
until 1352 lhat the attainder was reversed in P1diamcnr, am 
John was formally restored to his honours and granted liYay of 
his father's Dorset.shire lands. Oldsim cast long shadows.how­
ever and there were many descendants whose families !tad Ill(. 
fered in lhe 1320s when Maltravers and Queen lsabeDa's paty 
had ridden high, and they wanted revenge. P.dwam patlim 
out of harm's way by making him Governor ofdieOaamelJs.. 
lands. He died peacefully in 1365. His fi7mt wife was Ela,, die 
daughter of his long-time friend, Maurice Lord Bewley, ml 
by her he was eventually succeeded by hi$ two grand-dmp­
ters, Joan and Eleanor. With Joan's death without isaue. rbc 
Lordships in Purbeck and the Barony of Maltravcrs pmcd Ill 
Eleanor, in whose name the peerage was claimed by her lllls­
band, the Honourable Sir John FitzAlan, whose son Joba WIS 
summoned to Parliament as Lord Maltravers. He evClllllllly 
succeeded as 11th Earl of Anmdcl. and the Barony ofMalaaYG 
has descended since with the Earldom and Casile of Armdcl. 
and is now held by the present Duke of Norfolk. Earl~ 
of England, The Domlshire Manors wero held by SUCCCSSI" 
Earls of Arundel and Dukes of Norfolk until their COAveyanct 
in 1S61, some of them being acquired by tho Seo«s who 11t 
now offering them. 



~ note on QCof nage 

In the following Particulars will be found nwnerous reference, 
10 c:oins and monetary values. Apart from tho pound aterling, 
which survives, all other names and values have disappeared, 
particularly since Britain adopted the decimal system in 1971. 
Domesday in particular is full of monewy terms know unknown. 
such as shillings, pence, marks and so forth. Because of trus 
and also in response to requests from some clients, we give a 
summary of British coinage from the earliest times. This Infor­
mation is extracted from the Catalogue to the V &A Gothic Ex­
luoition and the Encyclopal!dia Britannica. 

Ancient Britain: circa 2nd century BC. small pieces of bronze 
alloy with 20% tin, circulating in soulhem &gland. These 
coins copied the bronze Massilia (Marseille) from Gaul {mod­
em France). Gold coins, based on the :stater of Philip II. King 
of Macedonia - father of Alexander the Great • in the 4th cen­
lUr)' BC, have also been found by archaeologists and originated 
wilh the Gaulish Bcllovaci, a tribe at Beauvais, Normandy. 
These must have been used for trade. After the raid by Julius 
Caesar in SS-54BC, English coins were minted by British chiefs 
on lhe Roman modeL Even after the Claudian oonquest of 
AD43, English 'mints' continued long under Roman rule in in 
the West Country. 

Anglo-Saxon (circa 450-1066): Trade wilh. France in the 6th 
century prompted the issue of Anglo-Saxon 'thirds' in the 7th 
c:cnbuy. The principal mints were at London and Canterbury, 
capital of the Jcingdom of Kent. Christian influence and con­
version of pagan kings and their subjects, beside$ bringing the 
written word - and with it the tint written laws, thus beginning 
so make permanent the English 'state' - came many Roman con­
c:cptions of government and civilization, including coinage which 
begins to reflect royal authority with the 'king's head' on the 
obverse side. Gold coinage was expensive and gave way to 
silver cirr:a 650. At the same time, Anglo-Saxon chiefs set 
themselves up as kings in different parts of England, especially 
Wessex. Macia, and Norlhwnbria, all with their own mints. By 
the reign of Athelstan (924-39), King of (most of) &gland. there 
wez-e about 30 mints, although the Danes. who setrlcd in the 
North aho minted coins. By lhe beginning of the 111h century, 
lhere were 70 mints, main ones being London. Winchester, Lin­
coln, and York, who produced unifonn coins: obverse, king's 
head; reverse: some cruciform design. 

Gold and silver coinl were not in general eirculation and OCCa "a 
gold ryal w ea pouibly minted to pay Romcacot (the taX payable 
to the pope). Oold and silver were required in great quantity in 
the ninth and tenth centuries to pay off the Danish imadet1, and 
an indication of England'• wealth i1 that such largo awna were 
available and the kings of &gland's authority great enough lhat 
amounts u large as £30,000 were collected. Moat people on 
the M.anor would probably have never seen any kind of <:e>ln, 
and certainly not have owned one, and their 'buylna and sell­
ing' would havee er of goods and labour. Tho amount, given in 
Domeaday Book are unita of acx:owit, probably bucd on pro• 
duce, not on actual money, • situation that probably obtained in 
the country until lho 17th century whenJamu lminred lho ftrat 
copper penn;y, halt- penny, and f•thina (a quarter of I penny) 
and which lau« existed until 1948. forgery w11 a conawu 
problem. u was coln-clipplna, shaving .«taea of aold and ailnr 
coins. Henry I maimed and excc:uied fraudulent moneym, wo 
learn from the farat Pipe Roll of 1122. Coun&erfeitina atlll c•• 

riea one of the heavi~t sentence• that English c:oun. cm im­
pose. Not only is it dishonest. but an affront to the. Sta~. TIie­
cross on the reverse wu extended to the edge to discourage 
clipping, but the matter was not finally dealt with until the reign 
or Queen Anne at the beginning of the 18th century when milled 
coin edges were inset with the words decua u tulamen (for d 
ecoratlon and security) which wu revived in the 1980s when 
lhe pound sterling ceased IO be paper and became a base metal 
coin. 

Post Conquest: William I made liule change to theae Saxon 
arrangements 

Penny: The first English penny so cailed was made of silver 
and minted by King OCfa of Mercia (central England. see map 
on page xxiv) in about 790 and carrying the legend Rex 
Mcrciorum. It contained twenty-two and a half grains of silver, 
equal to 240 to the Tower pound (see Avoir dupois below) unlil 
1526, when silver and gold purity by the troy pound was adopted 
and troy weight is still used for specie on the intemational mar­
kets (it was so named from T10yes, east.em France)- Coins at 

this time were not just issued by lings. bul also by an:hbishops 
of Canterbury and other prelates. although the ting's name wu 
carried. O.lfa also minted gold coins based on the Muslim dinar 
of744 of Caliph al-MansOrof Morocco, md was called the •rya1•. 
a name still much us6ed in the Middle East. Until dec:imaliza,.. 
tion in 1971, there wae 240 copper pennies ro die pound srer­
ling. See ShiUing below. 

Henry ID struck a gold penny in 1257 which was meant to be 
worth 20 pence of silver, but making an equal comparison was_ 
notoriously difficult in these 'pre-economic' days when infla­
tion was Wlknown to the medieval mind. 

Florin: A coin by this name WU first minted by Edward m ill 
1344 in fine gold. together with a lcopGd (half a florin) and a 
helm (quartet). but this attempt failed. die poblem being ils 
value against olhor kings• p-ecious metal. cum:ncics... Tho Boria 
wu not revived until 1848 when it was siruck in silver and was 
worth two shillings (qv). and proved 'YCI)' popil•. An auempc. 
at a double Dorin in 1887 wu not popular. rather lib tho mod­
em £2 coin. and it was withdrawn. From 1920. Britain's silver 
currency wu do"Yalucd by tho addition of SO'lt buo metal. and 
all silver and gold <lOins. except ceremonial ones. suc:h as tho 
sovereign or crown (qqv). were discontinued in 1947 wheal. they 
all became cupro-nickoL 

Shl11Jng: Although lona known as a unit of aoc:ount. tho shil­
ling coin wu not minted until tho roigQ of Hoary VU (1~ 
UO'J) and wu of ailvoc. In tho following particulus,. u is ab­
breviated u 'a' or/·, in tho cue of tho latter 716:. io so"Yea lhil­
lin&I and sixpence. which wo spoke of \lntil docunalizaci.ex1 u 
'seven and ai~ •; or 9/1 l io: nlno &hillint,s and eleven penc::o. or 
spoken. 'nine and eleven'. Tho word seems to derivo fiom. 
Anglo-Saxon. ,cm;,.,. lls silver eontont was tho samo u tho 
florin (qv). In medieval MSS, tho shilling ia known as solidu. 
the oblique airolto. •& in 7/6 lmmodiately abovo. From tho 14th 
~nuy. tho Byzanlino Bmporoc' at Constandnoplo minted a soll­
dua nwnmua. and lho upceuion for cub wttil docJmalizalion 
aenorally wu LSD. pron 'ol oss doe' (io £ • llvn,. s • solidus. d 
• dMOTilU, penny) 
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l'-oundt In fact a measure by weighr (avoir dupo!J) of 1 1ub-
1tance whk:h monetarily bcc11110 known as tho po1D1d 1terlins. 
AJ • mcuure of weight, the 'polmd' Is still used u such In the 
United States, being divided into 16 ou.ncu, 111dused conjointly 
'With decimal weighis, such as kilograms. A troy unit of wei&ht 
(for precious metal) divides into 12 ounoes, a troy ounce being 
divided into grains Ind drams, one sixteenth of a troy oun«. 
The£ or 'L' symbol derives from the Roman pound, known cu 
libra, the Prmch using the 'livre' until the Napoleon I. Anglo­
Saxonp,wl, Latinpondo. 

Sterling; Originated in the 13th century and meant I very high 
quality of silver or gold contmt, which Fnglish coins contained, 
enjoying • reputation of great finmess throughout Europe unb1 
lhe devaluation of Henry VIIl (sec below). Sterling is still a 
benclunark for silver fin mess, being of I quality of not less than 
92.5~. 'Solid' silver decorative objects uid cutlery are still 
hallnwted at Auay Offices in England: ie guaranteeing their 
silver contail 

In European terms, English coinage was distinctive. It was 
n:lalivcly simple, consisting of gold and fine silver, with no hlK• 
mew elemenL Its system of -=count WIS straightforward, US• 

in& po1mds, shillings and pence. plus tho mark. which had a 
fixed relationsrup to£ s d: 1 mark• 2/3 pound. It had a reputa• 
lion for stability uid rme standards, and it made systematic we 
of the royal image in its designs. 

In 1S44 Henry VIll discuded the ancient English policy of a 
stable coinage of fine standards, by resorting to debasement for 
profit, making the coinage a vast fraud on the public. Henry's 
rq,utalion suffered as a result of this disastrous policy ( disas­
trous for the public, he made a huge short-term profit, to be 
spent on his last F"nch war). Henry had inherited probably the 
most attractive and best.regarded coinage in Europe, but he left 
a currency in chaos and the most dis"putable-looking money 
in f.nglish history. • 

Noble: (6s 8d) First introduced by Edward ID in 1351, the first 
successful gold c:oin which weighed 120 grains, being divided 
in half-and quarter-nobles. Henry V's (1413-22)mble showed: 
Obv: king sunding, facing, in ship; crowned and annoured, widi 
sword in rigbl hand and shield, quartered with arms ofEnglaoo 
and FrlDCA!. in lift. HENRIC DI GRA REX ANGL &. FRANC 
DNS HYB (Hemy by the grace of Ood King of England and 
France Lord of Ireland). Edward JV increased ill value to 10 
shillings. Rev: lloriatcd cross wilh liJ at end oflimbs, centnl 
aptttment conwning initial H; lion and crown in each quarter, 
all wi.dun tre1sure of eight arches. /HC AUl'&l TRANS/EN 
PER MEDIUM 11.LORUM IBAT (But Jesus, passing through 
lhe midst of them, went his way [Luke iv 30] ). Half-noble 3 
shillinp; quarter la 6d. Hmry VIll introduced the George noble 
in 1544 • so called from George and d!e Dragon • which re­
plaeed lhe angel (qv). 

Gr~at: (4d) which were minted u silver four-penny pieces 
witil 1920, allhough the groat, u such, wu withdcawn in the 
17th~. Edwardl(1272-1~7) introduced thcsilvercoin, 
together with pennle,, half-penrues, and farthings and subord'. 
nated all lhe provinc~ ~ to that 11 lhe Tow~ in Londo~. 
~ •~ deno11U111Uon1 of penniea (there were 480 half. 
pemuea m a£, and 960 farthing,), uid ono remember, in the 
1950s, u a «;hi~ bcin~ able to buy a bubble-gum for a half­
~y (pron ha pmny ). AHeruyVlgroatshowed: Obv: the 
King crowned, bearcDm bust facing, within tressurc of archa 
HENRIC DJ GRA REX ANOL &; FRANC (Remy by the • 
of Ood king of England 111d Prance). Rev· le _..,_ . grace 

• ....:......1 div' • g...._ Ill IWo c:oncaimc 1,-uwea ided by long cross PWe, three pellel., . 
each angle. POSUI DBUM ADIUTORE MEUM (I have ma: 

Ood my Helper [CP Pnlm• liv 41 ). Oroat Market la ra1rJy 
common u an area In tho cenre of matlc.et IOwnt ln Eng)lllld, 
probably wherelhegroat was used as currency for lliefasc~ 
-possibly• way of telling people that currency was used in !hat 
town;• market. 

Rose nob If, orryal (!Os), of Edward Pl. f111treign (146J. 70). 
light coinage, lnirial mark: Obv: similar IO the noble. with Che 
King 11mding, facing in ship, but with a rose on the ship'• aide_ 
banner inscribed Hat the 11em, and, in the temporary recoinage 
mints. EDWARD D/GRA REX ANOL &. FRANC DNS ffYB 
(Edward by the grace of Ood King of England and Prance, uni 
of Ireland). Rev: design similar to the noble, but wilh a rose 
upon radiate sun over the centre of a cro11. IHC A(JT 
TRANS/ENS PER MEDIUM ILLORUM mAT (But.Jaa,,pau.. 
ing through lhe midst of them, wenthiJ way (Luke iv 30) ). 

Angel: (61 8d) Introduced by Edward IV in 1472-3. Obv: die 
Archangel Michael, piercing the devil u a dragon with his spear 
(from the Book of Revelations), hence the name 'angel'. ED. 
WARD Dfil ORA REX ANGUS &. FRANC (Edward by die 
graceofOod King of England and France). Rev: alhip •rca. 
with a large aoss IS I mast, from which hand royal shidd.lelrer' 
H to left of cross, and rose to right PER CRUCEMTUASAIYA 

. NOS XPC REDEMPI'OR. (By thy c:iosuavc us, 0 Caristoar 
redeemer). Often called the rose angel. 

Sovereign: (£1 or 20s) lruroduced by Henry VB in 1489 11111 is 
perhaps the most splendid coin, still minted, like gold doDm 
111d lcrugcrrands, though mt circulated since the Fiill Wad&IW& 
HENRJCUS DEi GRACIA REX ANGUE EI' FRANC DNS BIB 
(Henry by the grace of God King of P.ngland ml France. Lard 
of Irelaoo). Rev: a royal shield in the cemre of a Tlldar lalc. 
IHESUS Al.ITEM TRANSIENS PER MEDIUM II.LOR.UM 
ffiAT (But Jesus, passing through the midst of II-. wait bis 
way [Luke iv 30) ) 

Testoon (shilling, or 12d) 

Crown or the doubt~ rose (Ss) of Hemy vm. but a deYabled 
silver conlmt, corrected by his son Edw11d VI which was daled 
for the first time in Arabic numerals and known simply as the 
crown. Commemorative crowm ue still min&od. k wu llDl 
popular. but the half-crown (216) WIS ml widely used undldld­
malizationin 1971, when you could easily buy apintofbeelb 
this amount. Edw&Jd also introduced the sixpamy piece ml 
the threepenny bit (pron 'thra-pennym'). which includecl lbD 
Portcullis for the fint time on tho reverse. 

By lhe reign of lame, I (1603-25) money as currency for cima,. 
lation wu necessary, u the economy became moro COND(lle,t 

Ind barter wu failing, r.1pccially in the largo c:ommeadll c:a­
lres, am u noted under Penny he inboduced the fint cower 
currency. Until then, cunency WIS silver or sokl ud CIClft6Md 
to lho well off. 

Henry V and PranceWith the catastrophic Prach defNt II. 
Agincourt in 1415 and the Peace of Troyes. by which 1-, V 
married tho King of France's daughter Ka&hcrine and wu no-
0

~ u his, heir to the Crown, Henry and bis..._ Remy VJ. 
nunt~ ~ Dl Prance. Thtse included md OC'CISM!ftaJly ap,, 
pear m paruculan: 

Salut (=221/2 sous toumois) of Henry VI. 1toaea u:.... 
1423.Cl449 --. 

~d blanc aa &:111 (= 10 deniers folaois)af ffaayYJ, 



.4TTHB time of Domesday Eggergenh seems to have Conned 
part of the B~Y of Wanington. In a 1urvey of 1212, it ls 

1 urcd that Richard le Boteler had given two oxganga in 
Eggergarth to Mauhew de Walton to hold by knight' • 

(ot1e..£on!eth of • fee):. it als~ says that Henry, son 0; ~ 
was hold111g the Lordship at lhis time. The nks fC--L 

L.._, _,. 'dd' mo o uw.enand 
.,4.,.,_., were grant-, • n mg (an unencumbered piece of land) 
11 E_ggCTBnth by Henry de Walton. William de Walton and 
'/illitun de Lydiatc held Eggcrgarth and Lydiate of the he' f 
"'7"° le Boteler in 1242 for the tenth part of knight's~ o 
,eu- two holdin ade ,ee, 
re one~ gs m ~neploughland, wheie l0ploughlands 
r.aroZl 

0
-e;~ In _1335, 01l~t de S~arisbrick ~as ho~ding it of 

,ought b ;::m8ton. and it continued in Ibis family unlit it 
n beiQg ~iv wr~ncc Ireland from James Scarislrick. pos­
:nt o£ ~c en ll\ 1S47. Th~e wu a 20 year delay in lhe 

P~ch8$C money, which caused considerable dis-

Ireland 

There was a mill hue from early times, situated on the brook 
which divides Bggergarth from Lydiate. William, son of 
Benedict de Lydiate, granted 4s of annual rent from the mill to 
Gilbert, son of Richard de Halsall. In 1300, there wu a dispute 
between Sir William le Boteler, Adam de Pulle, and his wife 
Alice on one part, and Gilbert. son of Gilbert de Halsall, on the 
other. nus WU about the diversion of the course or the All 
(also known as the Lydiale Brook), which "flowed to the Injury 
of a catain mill in Egguglrlh IJld 4'diate", An agreement wu 
made for the diversion of tho course, and ii ii interesting to nolO 
lhat dus diversion still existed 600 years later and can alill bo 
ltell now. It wu in respect ofEggerglrlh that Sit Thomu But­
ler claimed the wardship of Thomu, son and heir of Ollbert 
Scarisbriclc. from the Earl of Derby early In the reign of Henry 
VllL He wu first awarded tho custody of lhe Manor, but In 
l.519 the wardship of tho heir, and lhe custody of Ibo Manor, 
WU COnfi.rmed to the Earl. In 1598, there WU a dilJ>IIIO be­
tween Robert Blundell lJld Lawrence Ireland. Roborl uaorted 
lhat from time immemorial tho Lord of Ince Blundell and hil 
~anti and tenanll and all lhe pcoplo of lho Manor had had a 
nght of way from Ince, over Alt Bridge IJld lhrough Altcar, and 
lhcnce "through Lydiale to certain lands coJJ,d B11111artll, and 
Augton. and so to Ormskirk Church and lhe ,r,arket, and back 
tJie same way by and ne,:u a wurmill in B11111arlh" 

Of la~ the tenant of Lawrence Ireland's had 
plaintiff's servanu and tenmlS near lhe mill. on ~':pped lhe 
market, and had told than that hcicefonh they WOO:::..'!: 
allowed to pus lhrough Eggergarth. Lawmice w_, _ _. 

ed
. .. .......... en-

g~ DI mmy lawsuits. He died on 6 May 1609, lelYing a 
widow and 10 young children, for whose bene& he bad in 1605 
enfoeffed Sir Ridwd Molyneux ad ochcn of die M_.. of 
Lydiatc and Eggcigarlh. They arc llak.d in the inquishion ID be 
held of Thomas Ireland, Baron of Warrington, in SC>Ca&• by the 
renl of a rose yearly, their value being £5 cJc& His son. Ed-­
ward Ireland, wu only 16 when be inbailed, mdJame, I made 
him a ward of Bamaby Molyneux md Hugh Nelson.. He mar­
ried twice, and had a son by bis second wife. Margaret Norris. 
who became bis heir in 1637. An iffmrary of bis property is 
still eittanl, endonecl "in lhedining cumber in lhe hall• Lydiara. 
being a parcel of land within menlioned, in dlc name of all the 
Manors and lands wilhinmentioned. to the wilhinlllllled H 
Mossock, James Halsall. and Richald Fonnby ... in thcix.:! 
of Robert Blundell and ocher witnessel. To llil IOll Ind heir 
Lawrence ho gavo a &ih bowl. variom bousohold goods includ­
ing all the brewing vessels. "'aJso al lho aanour with lho clod; 
and dnun", and a box containin& money. The 1111111r house 'fflS 
obvioudyquitosubstenlial, wilh .. adinin&chlmber.peatcba­
bor, hall chamber, liulo chamber (or Mistress a~ chamber). 
buttery chamber, cieenchambor, clll&by chamber, gardeacham,. 
ber, btewhouso chamber, tho nurserlea. aquinel chamber. wild 
chamber, row ling chamber, great parlour, peonpslour. s.vani:s• 
chamber, cellat, hal~ kitchon, buttery, laid«, bcewhouse,, ptggoa. 
and dairy." Thoresiduo of his proporty was to bo dividodinto 
threo equal parts, one for his wifo, 1ho otll« two for hia dauah­
tera, who wore 10 ahvo eq\lllly. Law~..:o wu only~,__ 
old on his father'• doalh. and WIS still \lnder 11• in 16Sl, when 
his molhcr Margaret 1e11t a pcUtlon to lho Plrliamenwy Qq. 
missioner• iouchinl lho IIOQ\IOllratlon ofhia ostato. Lil:• many 
olher Calholica al thil limo, ho wu sent abroad lo bo oducalld. 
Bocauao or hil rollalon. two-lhlrds of tho Jroland oa\aeo wu ... 
quos\Ofld. and lho widow wu allowed a fifth In 1651. IO bo 
lncroued to a lhlrd should aha pron that lho wu not deliqueat; 
Gilbert Ireland or lho Hun. a atrona pardaan of Plrliameat. was 
made Lawronco'a guan:l1an. Mr Ambroso-tho Parliament's ageni. 
had 1lvffl tWUOM wltlclt Induced ltim 10 blll6vc 1/tal 10fUII Mr 
/r,lond Juul bun broll1hl 11p inpop1r7; namely, 1/tal l,J, mot,,., 
dmuwlua,from llim "'1w Mr .J01& 1/tould bl maintowd, 1w 1111-

1 



swtrtd tlial If sht WOtlld pltast At should bt broughl up in lhe 

Prolfflalll religion ht might bt provided for according to his 
rank and quality, tht replied "sht had ralw su him hangtd"; 
that At could_, htar cf him going to church, bill that ht had 
bten upt secrtt and cOf'Weytd from ont papl.tt's house 10 an­
otJin, whtrtef Mr Ditchfield, a papls1 ci Ditton, was one; and 
that it had tlitn lately bten givtn our that ht had bttn sau bt­
-,ONJ lht stas, whm Mr Ambrose btlitvtd ht tlit:n was. 

It was replied that he had been educ11ed 1t OxfOfd, 111d only 
sent abroad by licence from the Cromwellill\ Council of Sllte 
Colonel Gilbert Ireland rcfllScd to 1ccxmunod1te hct: "he had 
heard they were about to many him (Lawrence) with Mr 
~t~cld of Ditton', daughter, ll\ 11th-papist. signifying his 
dislike lhcieof'. Lawtcnce cameo( age in 1655, in which year 
he granted a lease of CUnsoough Hill to Joivi Tatlock. He mar­
~ed Anne Scuisbriclc in 1658, butshe died six ycan later teaY• 
Ill& two daughtm, Margaret and Katherine. In 1664 he settled 
his estate on his elder daughter and her heirs, with remainder to 
thcyo~erd~ghlef and hct heirs, and funherremaindcrs; gave 
the children into guardianship of his mother, and for himself 
sou~ht ~ion into the Society of Jesus. He made his pro­
fcmon m 1666, and was ordained priest, but there is littlo fur. 
Iller record of his career, and his only subsequent connection 
with Lydiate and Bggrcgarth was his sculing I messuagc in the 
place upon his younger daughter Katherine in 1673; she later 
bccamcammatDunkirk. He died in Yoikon30June 1673, and 
was SU1Vived by his mother who was buried at Halsall in 1695. 
The l.otdship mw passed to Charles Aroenon, heir to Sir Francis 
Anderton. who had married Lawtence heland's cider daughter. 
h ia not certain whether Charles Anderton cve:r resided in the 
are.a. He died in 1691: his eldest son Charles was then living at 
St Omer',, where he died in 1705, and was succccdcd by his 
brother James. The Manors of Lydiate, Melling, Cunscough. 
and Bggergarth and olhct heland lands were senlcd to the use 
of his mother DameMugaretforli!e. with remainders to Francis 
and to his brother Joseph in tail mile; then to his sister Mary, 
the wife of Hemy Blundell of Ince Blundell. James, the legal 
owner, had cn!ered the Society of Jesus in 1703, and dtew a 
pension of £50 from the family estates; ho died in 1710, having 
in 1708 executed a conveyance in orde:r to enable his younger 
brother Pruicis IO make a marriage senltment. Francis took 
part in the Jacobite Rising of 1715, and was taken to London 
and condemned. He was pardoned. but the forfeited estlles we1e 
recovered by his elder brother Lawrence, who had been a 
~. 1enowicing his vows and his religion in 172A. He 
died ,hortly aftetwards and left his estates to his brother's chil­
dren, with remainder to the Blundells. Under this will, the 
Blundells of Ince Blundell succwied to these esllles after the 
death of Sir Francis Anderton in 1760. Sir Francis, aftcr his 
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pardon. had lived very quietly at Lydiate Hall, devoting himself 
mainly to cock-fighting. In the leases granted by him there was 
alway, a 1tipulation with the tenant for "the keeping of a coclc", 
Ara un\ll\lal diJpute followed Sir Francis'• death wiioout issuo. 
By the will of his brother, the Blundell& of lnco Blundell were 
lhe heirs to the Anderton Jl'Operues, but Dame Margaret, who 
died in 1720, had mo made a setUement of the Lydiate estates: 
"lu Cor and conuming my Manon or Lordships of Lydiate, 
Melling. Clmcough. Eggerguth, Aughloo, Maghull, and Aintreo 
etc I do h«eby give, devise and bequeth the 111no unto Nlcholu 
Starkie, his heln and wigns for ever, and to or for no other use, 
inlatt, tru.11, or purpose whatJOever." The above mentioned Mr 
Slllki.e wu a lawyer of good repute, who although a Protutant 
had long acted on her behalf. Sho wished IO 1ccuro the oalato 
for Francis, bet son. but u he had been convicted of High Trea­
son to have named him directly would have led to forfcituro. 
A!tl:r Lawrax:e Andetton'1 death, uettlcment wu drawn up in 
acconfance with Dame Anda1on'1 known wishc,. Her daugh­
ter, Mn Blundell, refused to 1lgn it on account of the cl,.uso 

indemnifying Stillie: lhe lllter., who wu receiving Ibo lallS 
and was apparently the legal owner, oould DOt sco bis 'fl7., 
relinquish the clause, but afl.e: negotiation and Ibo paylllllllof 
£1,000 ho made all the Lydiato estates over to lhreo ~ 
ono of whom wu his son. for the use of Sir Francis~ 
during life and then to tho heirs of his body, all men&ioGOf dll 
Blundells bein& omitted. Mn Blundell and Mr Stamt ..... 
ceased Sir Francis, arid tho heir, Robert Bhmdell of Ince.~ 
met by tho claims of Bdmwid Starkie the son and oaly-: 
ing trustee, who insisted lhat Dame Musarei had~-• 
solute gift to his father, of which he intended to avail~ 
lho allowance to Sir Francis having been an act of-. 
10 him perscnally. Tho Blundell'• did llko possessioll,w: bJ 
1cem1 probable they had to compensalO l!dmllDll S ada • 
heavy paymen&. Since lhat time tho Manor of Bsrrs 
remained In tho Blundell family until teeendy, 

Documents associated with thll Muor: 

Rentals 1692, 1752-4 



~be 'JlorbsbiP of ~anerew 
~ereforb5bfre 

LYINO ON THE BORDERS of England and Wales, Oancrew 
is • small parish and village at tho foot of Doward Hill two 
miles from the spcctncular view of the River Wye al Symonds 
Ya1. It takes it name from the Welsh Genau'r•rhiw, which means 
die mouth of the valley on a slope. On the top of Dow1rd HiJI 
is a ?Oft observation tower, built in 1831 by R Blakemore which 
affords extensive views of the border county to the north and 
the Forest of Dean to the south. Also on the Hill are extensive 
remains of a ancient Iron age camp and several caves in which 
the antediluvian remains of rhinocllfOS, hyena, cave- bear. mam­
moth and cave-lions have been found. The Lordship covers an 
area of 840 acres and of arable farmland. 

The early history and ownership of the Lordship of Onncrew is 
rather obscure. In 1186 a Chnrtcr in the charrulary of the Abbey 
of Saint Florcnt-pr6.s-Saurnurconfums die Chapel of Saint Tho­
mas of Oucncriu to that religious house and to the Priory of 
Monmouth, but the Lordship is not specifically mentioned. In 
the tuation records of Pope Nicholas IV in 1291 the Church at 
Oancrcw is rccardcd as being worth £4 and states that at Genryu 
,~ Chaptu of Hereford Cathedral had rents of arsize to the 
value of 2s. It seems likely from lhis that die Canons of Here­
ford Cathedral were Lords of the Manor at that time, 

Pembroke 

In 1309, however, the church was found to be in the possession 
of Alymer de Valence, the Earl of Pembroke, so it is possible 
that he possessed the Lordship at thu point. Alymcr wu the 
lhird of William of Valence, half-brother of Henry II, and he 
Succeeded to the Earldom of Pembroke in 1296. He scrvt.d 
Edward I during his campaign in Plandcn in 1297 ~ fought 
against William Wallace in Scotland in 1298. In 1306 he wu 
appointed Ouardian of Scotland by Edward, a position he held 
muil he defeat by Robert Bruco at Louden Hill in 1307. On the 
accession of Edward II that year he fell from favour at cxnut. He 
wu contemptuous of Edward's favourire, Picn Oavon10n, who 
had given him tho nickname ' J01oph the Jow' ancijoinad the 
rebolllon agaiml him in 1312. He WU commiasiooed by tho 
Duke of Lancaster ro besiege Oavoaron at Scarborough Cullo. 
Pembroke forced him ro •wrendcr on a promilo that h11 lifo 
would be saved and ho transported the dcfoa&ed Oaveaton ro 
Deddinst.on. Whllal Pembroke WU away Oavoaton WU aaized 
by the Earl of Warwick and put ro death. Pembrob wu on-

Edward/ 

raged that his word had been b..-oken and he immediately joined 
the King's party. Rather that become an ardent supporter of 
Edward, Pembroke became an implacable enemy of the 
Lancastrian party. In 1312 he was north as Lieutenant of Scot­
land but after die English defeat at B11J1I1ockbwn in 1314, a battle 
at which Pembroke fought, he was forced to flee to England. 
From this point on Pembroke formed , and led, a third faction 
of barons who sought to pacify the country. At his death, Pem­
broke hadbccome one of the most powerful men in the kingdom 
but wu condcrMed as a traitor by the Dulce of Lancaster. Pem­
broke died childless, and many contemporaries saw this a 
Lancaster's successful curse. 

In the 14th cennuy the Lordship was in die possession of the 
Hatheway family. William de Hatheway is noted as Lord in 1345 
and his son Walter wu Lord in 1357. Oana.rew seems 10 have 
remll.ined widi this family for some time. In 1641 the Lordship 
wu held by Benedict Hall of Monmouthshire and from him it 
puscd into the hands of the Baris of Shrewsbury. It has re­
mained with the Talbot family since the 171h century and the 
present Earl of Shrewsbury and Talbot is the present Lord of 
Oanerew. The pedigree of this illustrious family lies overleaf. 

Shrewsbury 



•r--------------------------------------
l>ESCENT OF THE CHETWYND-TALBOTS, EAR.LS OF SHREWSBURY, WATERFORD, AND TALBOT OF HENSOL, Viscounts lngestre, Prtmier Earls 
er Ellgland, HEREDITARY LORD HIGH STEWARD OF IRELAND 

Ralph de Talbot. mentioned in Domesday • a daughter of Gerard de Goumay, Baron of Y annouth 

- ~ l 
Geaffmy Hugh, living 1118 = Beatrix, dau of William de Mandeville 

1 r ·- ~- -
Richard de Talbot. living temp RICHARD I ; a daughter of Srephen Bulmer of Appletreewick, Yorks 

I 

~)\ ~Plio1 

Gi1ben. panted lands at Linton by RICHARD I and bad custody of Ludlow Castle ~ 7 

Ridmd. living temp HENRY IiI = Aliva, dau of Alan Basset, Baron of Wycombe • l 
~ Bishop of London, 1260 Gil~rt, ob 1274 ~ Gwendoline, dau of Rhys ap Griffith, King of South Wales 

Richard. Feudal Baroo of Eccleshall = Sarah. dau of William Beauchamp, Baron ofElrnley and Earl of Warwick 

J 
s/GilbatTalbot, Isl Baron Talbot, Lord Chamberlain 10 EDWARD III, ob 1346 = Anne, dau of William Boteler, Baron of Wern 

Sir Ricbard, 2nd Baron, ob 1356 = Elizabeth, dau of John Comyn, Lord of Badenoch 

l 
~ 3rd Baron, ob 1387 = (1) Lady Petronella. dau of lst.Ean ofOnnonde 

(I) I {;!) Lady 1- dau of !st Ead of Slalford KG 

s~ Rldmd, 4"I Bmoa l Anl:are~ si., and heir oOohn, Baron le Strange of Blaclonere. ob 1413 



r 

Gilbert, 5th Baron KG. = (1) Joan, dau of Thomas Woodstock, 
ob 1419 I Duke of Gloucester, son of EDWARD m 

(2) Beatrix, dau of the Pintos of Pormgal 

ArJairei., Baroness Taibot and Strange of Blackrnere, dsp 1431 

r 

Sir John Talbot. 1st Earl of Shrewsbury KG, Lord Lieutenant of Ireland. = Maud. Baroness Famival 
termed by Shakespeare "the Great Aleides or the field", Lord Lieutenant 
of Acquitaine; 1442 er Earl of Shrewsbury; 1446 and Earl of Waterford. 
He was the last Constable of Gascony, after whom the great claret Talbot is 

named. Created Hereditary Lord High Steward of Ireland lcilled at Chatillon, 1453 

John, 2nd Earl of Shrewsbury and Waterford KG, = (1) Catherine, dau of Sir Edward Burnell 
Lord Treasurer of England, k at Northampton 1460 (2) Lady Elizabeth, dau of 4th Earl of Ormonde 

John, 3rd Earl, ob 1473 = Lady Catherine, dau of Humphrey, Duke of Buckingham Sir Gilbcn Talbot of Grafton, Worcs, KG PC = Elizabeth, dau of 7th Lord 

Giey~ 1 

George, 4th Earl, 
KG, ob 1538 

(1) Anne, dau of William, Lord Hastings 
(2) Elizabeth, dau and co-heir of Sir Richard Walden ofErith, Kent George TallX>t of Grafton, 9th Earl, dsp 1630 i,vhen he was succeeded by his nephew 

F7" 5th Earl j M,,y, d,u al Thomas Loro D,ao of GilslmKI 
ob 1560 

George. 6th Earl KG, had custody of MARY QUEEN OF SCOTS fori20 years till her = (1) Gertrude, dau of Thomas, Earl of Rutland 
execution in 1587; Lord High Steward of England, Hereditary Lord High Steward of I (2) Elizabeth, dau of John Hardwick of Hardwick, 
Ireland. Earl Marshal of England, ob 1590, Derbys, BESS OF HARDWICK. a woman of 

"masculine undcrstancling ... proud, furious. selfish 
:inti 11nf~~ling" 

(1) • .-------------------------' 

Gilbert, 71h Earl, ob 1616 = Mary, dau of Sir William Cavendish Edward, 8th'Earl, dsp 1617 = Jane, dau of 1st Lord Ogle 

"L---------------------------------------------------' 



:)\----------------------

John.10th Earl. ob 1654 = Mary, dau of Sir Francis Fortescue KB 
I -

Godtgc d.spvp 1642 Ft-Jncis, 11th Earl. killed in a duel, 1667 = (1) Anne, dau of Sir John Conyers l (2) Lady Anna Maria. dau of 2nd Earl of Cardigan 
T 

Ouirlcs. 121h Earl, er (1694) Marquess of Alton, Staffs, and Duke of Shrewsbury, Lord Chamberlain, to whom Gilbert. 13th Earl 
QUEEN ANNE cntrasted the Hanoverian successsion in the person of GEORGE I. Great-grandfather eight times dsp a priest 

George = Mary. dau of 4th 
• Viscount FitzWilliam 

to !;IM QUEEN ELIZABETH n. dsp 1718 

George. 14th Earl, dsp 1787 

r 

Charles = (1) Mary, dau ofRoben Alwyn l (2) Mary, dau of Sir George Mostyn Bt 
T 1 

Charles. 15th Earl, dsp 1827 

John. 16th Earl. dspms 1852 

John = (1) Catherine, dau of Thomas Clifton ofLytham, Lanes 
(2) Ha.met, dau ofRev Bacon Bedingfield ofNorlolk 

Francis = (1) Anne, dau of 1st Earl of Fauconberg 
~ (2) Lady Margaret, dau of William Sheldon 

Charles = Julia, dau of Sir Henry Tichbomc, Bt 

Bertram, 17th Earl. ob unm 1853 the 18th Earl was descended from Sir Gilbert Grafton. 3rd son of the 2nd Earl. supra-

Beary John Clletwynd, 18th Earl of Shrewsbury and Waterford, = Lady Sarah, dau of 2nd Marquess of Waterford. an entirely different 
3rd Earl and 5th Baron Talbot, Viscount lngestre, ob 1868 I family and title from the Earls of Waterford 

I 
Charles, 19th Earl of Shrewsbury and Waraford, ob 1877 J Teresa, dau of Cmdr Richard Cockerell 

aJml':s, 20th Earl KCVO, Hereditary Lord High Steward of Ireland. ob 1921 =;= Ellen, dau of Charles Morewood ofladbroke Hall, Wades 

Olai:les. Viscount lngestre, dvp 1915 = Winifred Paget, dau of Lord Alexander Paget, son of 151h Marquess of Ailesbury 
I 

Jolin. 21st Earl. ~b 1980 = (1) Nadine Muriel, dau of Brigadier Cyril Crofton, died 2003 
\ (2) Doris, Dowager Countess of Shrewsbury, died 1991 

... ,-------
Cllarles Remy John Benedict Crofton Cbetwynd Chctwynd-Talbot. 22nd and present Earl of Shrewsbury, Waterford and Talbot, HCitditary Lord High Steward of Ireland 

-Space liroitatio11S do not permit a full pedigree of this most illustrious family, who hold three Earldoms, are Premier Earls of England on the Roll, Hereditary Lord High Sic wards of Ireland 
and many other titles 



'al:be 1£.orbsbip of Qeast ~au 
Qfssex 

TI-IE PARISH of Ramsey lies on the eutc:m side of a llllall 
navigable creek. three miles west-south-west of Harwich, ex­
tending north-ward to the south bank of the estuary of the river 
Stour, where a small projecting point of land called Ray Island, 
juts into the estuary at the mouth of the creek, and forms the 
western side of Harwich Harbour. A fair is held in the village on 
the 15th June. The parish hu generally a fertile soil, and ex­
tends eastwanl to the sea, including many scattered farmhouses. 
Many Manors arc in the area, including Bast Hall. 

Like other est.ates here, it was held by the De Vere family, one 
of the leading families of medieval England, who possessed the 
ancient Earldom of Oxford. e.xccpt under their attainder in the 
reign of King EdwardlV(1461-83). The descent of the De Vere 
family lies on the following page. Richard al Pantry and Tho­
mas Holbeck were possessed of it in 1406. Thomas Holbeck 
who died in 1480, held the Manor of Bast New Hall (u it was 
sometimes known) of Sir Thomas Montgomery, as of his Manor 
of Great Tey, by fealty. and rent of Ss a year. He had also the 
Ray in this parish. His heirs were Christiana and Alice, two of 
his daughters, and Thomas Willcolcys, and Margery, another 
daughter. 

<k Vere 

A fine passed in 1543, between King Henry vm, plaintiff, and 
William Bumynghyll and Elianor his wife deforciants of the 
Manon of East New Hall, and le-Ray, and 300 acres of arable, 
31 of meadow, 100 of pasture, 150 of marsh, 80 of wood and £ 
S.00 rent in Ramsey, to be the King's right. The families of 
Whitmore, Dav all, and Burr had it afterwards and then to Ltwis­
Peak Garland Esq. 

In 1557, dm estate wu granted, among many others, to SirTho­
,nu White. u parcel of the possessions of William Bumcgill, 
Henry W-.tllcoda and John Broke. co-pU1nerl. The Lordship is 
offered by lhe Oarland Ttuscees. 

Whitmore 

Documents associated with this Manor 

Court Rolls 1616-1714 
1696-1838 
1878-1916 
1832-1916 

British Museum 
Essex Record Office Draft Court Rolls 

Court Book 
Minute Book 
Steward's Boole 1841-1934, 1743-1840 

& Papers 
Steward's Solicitor's 17S1-1813 

& Estate Papen 
• & Correspondence (with other manors) 
Rental 1762 British Museum 

, Quit Rental 1859-1885 
Map of Copyhold 1825-1827 
Court Books 1650-1875 
Minute Books 1774-1831 
Minutca 1721-70 
&. Presmbnents 

Survey cl680 
(with other manors) 

Norfolk Record Offic:e 
Essex Record Office 
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DESCENT OP DB VBRB, BARLS OF OXFORD 

Thomas de Vere left his estates to his daughter, Maud, wife of John de Vere, Bari of Oxford• This family la described_ in 
Vicissitudes of Families as "the noblest subject (sic) In Bngland, and !deed, as Bngllshmcn love to say, the noblest •ubject h\ 
Europe". He was succeeded by: 

\ 
Thomas, 8th Earl of Oxford 
died 1371 ] 

Maud, daughter of Sir Ralph Ufford, brother of Robert, 
Bari of Suffolk 

I 
Robert, 9th Earl and great favourite of Richard ll, which King advanced him to be Marquess of Dublin, the first Marquessate 
created in Britain. In 1386, he was aeated Duke c1f Ireland, the first non-Royal Dukedom conferred by a King of Bngland. 
Because he was in high Royal favour Robert attracted the envy of his fellow peers and fled to Europe, but he returned lo 
Bngland at the head of 5,000 men and was met at Radcote Bridge, on the ~ver Isis, Ox~r~shire. Robert was defeated, but 
escaped back to the Continent. He was killed by a wild boar while hunting In Louvam m 1392. Although the King had 
been fon:ed to banish Robert, on the Earl-Dukes d,eath, Richard caused his body to brought to England and buried with £ulJ 
honoun. Robert's second wife was a Portugcse girl called Lancerona, said by some to have .been ~he da~ghter of a carpen­
ter and by others 'The Landgravine", from the German title, Landgraf, who accompanied Richards Queen, Anne of 
Bohemia, to Bngland. Lancerona stayed with Robert during hl.s adversity 

\ 
Robert was succeeded by his uncle, Aubrey, who was restored 
to all the lands of Robert's, died 1400 1 

Alice, daughter of John, Lord Fitz-Walter 

Richard, 11th Earl of Oxford, died 1417

1 
Alice, daughter of Sir Richard Serjeaulx 

)ohn
1
de Vere, 12th Earl of Oxford, went on pllgrir.nageto the Holy Land in 1435. = Elizabeth, daughter of Sir John Howard 

During the Wars of the Roses, he adhered to the Lancastrian Red Rose of 
HENRY VU and on that King's deposition by ECIWARD 1\1, he was attainted 
and beheaded on Tower Hlll In 1461 

I 
John, who was restored to all his honours and lands during the temporary triumph of HENRY VI in 1471. He joined 
Richard Nevill, better known to history as War',\rick the Kingmaker, but his cause was lost later that year, at the Battle of 
Barnet, just north of London, and escaped to France where he joined the Lancastrian claimant to the Throne, Henry, Barlof 
Richmond. John de Vere returned with Henry to England in 1(85 and commanded the archers at the Battle of Bosworth, 
Leia?Stershire, at which RICHARD DI was killed .. The Earl of Richmond on becoming King HENRY Vil restored John to all 
his honours and Manon. He married twice, Lady Margaret Nevill, daughter of the Earl of Salisbury, and Elizabeth, 
daughter of Sir Richa?d Saope, but had no issue~ He died In 1513 and was succeeded by his nephew 

I 
John, 14th llui of C>dmd, a;.i 1526 without l.uue when ] Lady Ann~ daughternfthe Duke ofNo,folk 
be wu succeeded by his cousin 

I 
John de Vere. 15th Earl of Oxford, a Privy Councillor to HENRY Vlll - Elizabeth daughter of Sir Edward Trussel 

died 11539 1 , 
John, 16th Earl of Oxford, died 1562 I (2) Marjcirle, daughter of John Golding 

I 
Edward de Vere, 17th Earl of Oxford, who sat in1 judgement on the unfortunate MARY QUEEN OF scars Edward was 
the first penon to Introduce perfum• and embroidered l • ......, 

to EUZABEIH the Queen l g oves lnto Bngland and on his presentation of a pair oft,--= dilllpated hit ieat fortune. wu 10 ~ that she had her picture painted wearing them. He died without issue. 



-
~be JLorb~bip @room~port 

QCo 1aotun 

We find John le Ward, Lord of Capcsthomc, Cheshire, towards 
the end of the reign of Edward m (1327-77), and he acquired 
the manorial estate, or part of it. by marriage 10 Sarah, daughter 
and heiress of Randle de Capcstorn (sic). The Manor of 
Capcstome is noticed in Domesday Book (1086) and was part 
of the original demesne of the Norman Earldom of Chester, held 
by Hugh de Abrincis (Avranchcs) and sumlUlled "Lupus" (the 
Wolf), a name still used in a street in Belgravia, London - a 
nineteenth-century attempt perhaps by the Grosvcnors, then 
Marquesses of Westminster (and Cheshire landlords in 
Capcsthome and adjacent Eaton) to link themselves 10 this il­
lustrious ancient family. 

William fl/ 

The Wards who succeeded the Capcstoms were possibly a 
younger branch of the Wardcs of Somerford, near Northwich. 
Some of the family appear in the Plea and Recognizance Rolls, 
but they are numerous in the Thomycroft deeds. In the Plea 
Rolls of 32 Henry VI (1454) is an enrolment of a fine levied by 
John Ward ofCapcsthome in favour ofhis son William of three 
messuagcs, 16 tofts, one mill, 500 acres of land, five of meadow, 
80 of pasture. 20 of wood. 20 of moss, and 20 of moor in the 
Manor. Onncrod. inhisHi.sfo,yo/Chtshire(voliii)from which 
the information about Capesthome is extracted, su"csts that 
John Ward bad a son Peter by his second wife, Elizabeth, and 
that this Peter wu living in Ireland in 1637 1nd wu ancestor to 
Lord Bangor. Charles Mosley, however, Editor of the latest 
edition of Buru's Purage and Baronetage (1999). state.s that 
the first of the family IO settle in Ireland was Bernard, Lord of 
Carrictshannagh, Co Down, which he bought from the Earl of 
Kildare in 1570 and renamed Castle Ward. This accords with 
Jolm Lodge in The Peerage of Ireland (1789) who has Bernard 
Ward marrying a daughter of the Lcighs of High Leigh. Cheshire. 
Their son N"acholas married into the Leyccster family of Clicshire, 
and produced four sons, of whom the eldest Bernard is noticed 
in the pedigree chart. The second Robert was created a Baronet 
by Charles II, but died without issue, when the Baronetcy CX• 

pirecl and his estate passed to his nephew Mic:hael. The third 
son TilOfflu wu killed fighting for Charles Il at Worcester in 
1651 and the fourth Nicholas bequeathed his CSIAlCS to the Uni­
versity of Dublin on condition that that centre or learning cdu­
Cale freo of charge one of his descendants. 

Tho eldolt 1011 Bcnwd wu born In 1606 and muriod a dau&h· 
w of Major West of England who gave him Nichol•, his heir, 
who succeeclecl to 1h11 ealalel, His aocond aon wu named 
Oomwell afler his godlalhllr, Ibo Bari of Ardglu, Tho lh1rd 

was Bernard who became by marriage a relative of the V1s001mts 
Erne. Nicholu'1 son and heir Bernard wu born in 1654 and 
1uccecdcd IO the family inheritance. He married Mary, sister 
of Michael Ward, Provost of Trinity College, Dublin, Bishop of 
Derry, and was killed in a duel in 1690 by Jocelyn Hamilton of 
the &rt of Clanbrassil's family. Hamilton was also mortally 
wounded. His second son, Michael, suc;ccedcd him and mar• 
ricd Anne Catherine, daughter and coheir of James Hamilton of 
Bangor, a descendant of the Hamilton brothers who obtain~ 
great tracts in 1613 from James I, one of whom is now repre­
sented by the Dulce of Abcrcom, the other by the present Vl.S­

count Bangor. Michael's son, Bernard, wu created Baro1 
Bangor in 1770 and V1Scount Bangor 10 years later. 

In 1569-70, a patent was passed empowering Sir Nichol• 
Bagenal, Marshal of heland, to form Down into a county anl 
several "countries" or "precincts" into baronies, including th 
Barony of Bangor. Jurisdiction and lands within the Barony 
seem to have been granted to the Hamilton brothers by patent ci 
James I in 1613, and Groomsport came into the Wards by the 
marriage of Michael Ward with Anne Catherine Hamilton ace» 
tury or so later. The present Lord Bangor has the original dis, 
position of the Hunilton Estatc.s in his possession. Lord Banga 
still lives at Castle WI.Id, Bangor, Co Down. Lady Bangor is 
better known as the authress, Sarah Bradford, whose biognphr 
of Queen Elizabeth II (published in 1996) is the most percep, 
live of the present Queen. and perhaps the most provocative ci 
all royal biographies. 

Bangor 
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Qtbe 1torbsbiP of ~urse Ql:aunble 
Jlorset 

TIUS MANOR which save its name to the paruh. is said IO 
have been given to the Monastery of Athclney by King Athelslln 
in AD 878. Hovevcr, other sources suggest that Robert, Count 
of Mortain gave the Manor to the Abbot of Athelney, who held 
it in the reign of Edward I. 

Whal is known for certain is that before the Conqucsl it paid tax 
for four hides and 1 1(2 virgatcs of land. There wu also land 
for four ploughs, of which four hides were in the Lordship. It 
also oontaincd two villagers and 14 smallholders, 14 acres of 
meadow, and three furlongs of woodland. The value of the whole 
wuo/s 6d. 

Tho Manor remained in the possession of the Abbey until the 
Dissolution in the 16th century. In 154S, it wu granted to Sir 
William Stour1on. but on the attainder of his kinsman, Charles, 
Lord Stourton. in 1S88, it wu granted to Willian Button and 
Thomu Estcourt. In 1570, it was granted to Sir Christopher 
Hatton, one of Queen Elizabeth's favourites, and at some point 
leased out to the Stowton family. 

It belonged to the Hoves, the great Fled Stred bankers, whose 
descent is given below, until tcOCntly. In the reign of Edward I. 
the Abbess of Shaftesbury Abbey had a grant of free warren in 
her Manor of Caundcle (sic). However, this moiety wu re­
united with the main Manor in 1545 when it was granted to Sir 
William Stour10n and ranained in that family until 1559. There­
aiter, It followed lhc the dosccnt of tho main Manor. 

DESCENT OF THE HOARE BARONETS OF STOURHEAD 

Henry Hoare f .Catherine Nott 

Heriry or Walton, Ducks, yeoman former, ol, 1655 j Olive 

He~ry of Aldcrsgate. o!, 1669 j Cicely 

Hoare 

At an wupecificd date in the reign of Elizabeth I, it came in to 
the possession of the Doddington family, ofBremcr, Hampshire. 
As a result of lhe marriage between Anne, sole daughter and 
heir of Sir William Doddington Kt. and Robert Orcville. Lord 
Brooke, it passed to their descendants who were still in posses­
sion in 1774. Another moiety of this Manor was held by Alurcd 
in lhc reign of William lhe Conqueror. The Lordship covers 
approximately 1,500 acres and lies five miles eut of Sh~bome 
and six miles north-west of Sturminstcr Newton. 

Documtnts associated with this Manor 

Court Rolh 1590-1631 Somerset RO 

Si/Richard Hoare Kt of Headon, Lord Mayor of London, 1713, and an MP, • Susanna, dau of John Austen of Drittens,. 
founder of Hoare's Bank I &sex 

I 
R.icl\ard, ob 1718 • (1) Sarah, dau of Edward Colston Henry, goldsmith and partner in the Dank • Jane, dau of 

I 
(2) Mary, dau It co-heir of William Bolton bought the Stourhead £state from Lord Sir William 

Stourton in 1720, ob 1725 Nenson Kt 

of whom infra" Henry, 0'11785 • (1) Anne, dau of Samuel Lord Masham Sir Richard, Lord - (1) Sarah dau of 

I 
(2) Susan, dau & co-heir or Stchen Cole Mayor of London Jam~ Tully 

(2) Eliubeth, dau of 
John Rust 

.... , ---r,---,,,---,., ........ -------,1 
Henry Henry Cole Susannah = Charles, Y-isc Anne (1) "'j Sir Richard Hoare, 1st Daro~et = (2) Frances Ann, dau of 
ob1729 o61u1m obJ740 Oungarvon _0'11787 I SirHughAcklandBt 

-1 ----+-1 _____________ __. I 

Sir Richard Colt 'Hoare = Hester, dau of William, Sir Henry Hoare = Maria, dau of Arthur Acland of 
2nd Baronet, o'11838 1st Lord Lyttleton 3rd Baronet, 0'11841 Fairfield 

Sir Hugh Hoare. 4th• Amie. dau of Thom.as Henry Charla ., Anne Penelop@ Richard Henry• Julia Lacy, dau of 
Baronet, dsp 1&S1 I 1yrwhltt Drake of ob1852 dau of Gen ob 1837 IThomas Veale Lane 

. Sharloe, Buck.a George Ainslie 
I,...------ . ,,----------' 

Sir Henry Hoare, 5th Baronet •

1 
Augusta Francu, dau of Sir Herny Hoare, 6th Buonet J Alda, dau of William 

oU894 _ SlrCeorgeOayton East Bt _ Weston 

no dvtng male INIJe '' •. Hen'ry Colt Arthur, k 1917, q 

8Qa lbe clealll ol lbe lth,ad lalt luODet, tlavy Pengrlnt Rennie Hon, I Putnll' In ffoart's Banlc, IIICIINded lo the 5laurhud 1111a 
olN,nlallw. Ml Holrellladlred mudllmal &amSlr Richard Houe(A,p,l),Lord Ml,oroll«indon , t.l 
IUdlud w .. paAdfather ID the ht~ 1114 f1lhef lo llkhard Hoare who died la 1711, ol Ellllfteld ~°'::'!.~~ '!::-11v5! 

_Jcnc.-:-_-:_-:_-:_-:_-:_-:_-:_-_-_-_-_~-_-_-:_-_-_-:_-:_-:_-_--------~---_J 
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QI:be 1Lorb~bip of ~ortb jf ilfJmn 
11Bebon 

THB LORDSHIP of NortJ, PilJ,am, or anciently Pilcham, Hes 
in lvybridgc, a small market town 1iruatcd on the River Brme, 
12 miles from Totnes and and 11 miles north-cast of Plymouth. 
The area has always been popular with tourisu, particularly in 
the 19th century when it was famed for its 1eenery. 11,e area 
was also well known in the last cenrury for the manufacture of 
high quality note paper. Two large mills in the parish employed 
more than 200 people. 

Anciently, the Lordship passed down through several local fami­
lies, including the Filehams and Toppas. In 1551, North and 
South Pilham were granted to William Gibbs of Pen1on by Ed­
ward VI for his services in suppressing lhe rebellion in Devon 
of 1549. Led by Humfrey Arundell, a minor member of the 
aristocntic family, Arundcll ofWardour, the revoll had fcrmcnl.Cd 
in a general atmosphere of discontent with laws of enclosure, 
which had been en11cted in quantity in the south- west and with 
lhe process of Anglicizing lhe Church. The rebels gathered at 
Crediton and marched on Exeter, laying siege to the city, at the 
beginning of July. Their demands included the return to the 
Latin Mass, the distribution of holy bread and holy water, and 
the repeal of lhe tax on sheep. William Gibbs was sent with 1 

force led by Sir Peter Carew. ancestor of the family which now 
holds Norlh Filham, to BodJnin. Carew failed in his aucmpt to 
placate the rebels and his replacement, Lord Russell, proved 
more capable and ruthless. Hi.s army llLlclc.ed al Clyst St Mary, 
just cast of Exeter, on 2 AugusL The rebels were routed and 
Exeter was relieved two days later. For the rest of the month, 
Russell suppressed small pockets of resistance, and parcelled 
out land to his supporters, Gibbs among them. 

Arundel/ 

At the beginning of the 18th ceniury, the Lordship was in the 
hands of the Pearce family. Tho Pcm-ces had a seat at Bigbury 
and several Manors in Bnnington Hundred. including Pardell, 
which along with North Pi1Jwn wu sold by tho executors of 
John Pearce's will, to Sir Robert Pallc. Bart. John Pearce's grand­
father wu notorious in the county for his unorthodox religious 
views. He converted to Arlanilm and prc.tehed In London. He 
OPffled anew meeting house in the Mint in 1719. Arianism was 
an ancient Ouistian heresy which argued thll Joaus was not 
divine, but a created being, and the belief, theioforo, denied the 
Trinity. Arianism died out u s reUglon in tho Duk Ages, but in 

Carew 

lhc 17th century it was revived by some Unitarians and Baptists 
who moved to it as the ultimate extension of their deism. Pearce: 
was part of a dissenting schism which began with non-conform­
ists in Excti:7 in 1715, andsprud throughout the co1D1tty. Pearce: 
began preaching • form of Arian.ism in the city and was ejected 
from his church by the congregation. He and a Mr Hallet estab­
lished a chapel at the Mint. in Southwulc. which at the time still 
retained its rights as • sancruary. During his ministty there. 
Pearce wrote numerous controversial tracts and pamphlets and 
was held by many to be one of the leading champions of dis­
scnting thoughL His epillph. since removed from the Mint lo 
the George Meeting House, reads a raJumal, judicious fllld sa­
gacious inlupreter of tM Holy Scriptures, a singular lover of 
truth, a cOlll'ageous suffuer for maintaining tire doctrinu of 
tM Gospel o/Cltrist, and/or cuserting tM liberry o/Cltristians. 

As mentioned above, North FUham was purchased by Sir Rob­
en Pallc at the beginning of the 19th century. The Palk family 
and Carew family became joined with the marriage of Sir Hemy 
Carew and Elizabeth Palk. in 1806. Their son, Sir Waltec Palk 
Carew inherited Norlh Pilham and his ancestors are the present 
day owners. The descent of the Carew Baronets lies on the 
following pages. 

Documents associated with this Manor 

Rentals 1605 British Muscwn 
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OBSCENTOFTHB CAREW BARONliTS, Lord of North Fllham, North Lodbrooke,Pardell, Harburtonford and White OXen 

William Fitr.Gerald of Cami (Carew) Castle, Pembroke, Wales, son of Gerald FltzWalter, Constable of Pembroke Casde temp HENRY I (1100-35), by his wile Nesta, Ille daughll!r of 
Rhysap Gryfdd ap Tudor Mawr, Prince of South Wales, and heiress of Carew C.stle. William was the gr,,ndson of Walter FitzOther, Castellan of Windsor (ancestor of the present 
Duke of 1..elnster) and died in 1173, leaving with other issue Otho, ancestor of the Carew Baronets, and William, ancestor of the present Lord Gerard ~ 
John Carew, of Carew, Baron of !drone, Ireland, ob 1363 = Margaret, dau of John Mohun of Dunster 

I 
Sir Leonard Carew, Baron of !drone, ob 1371 = Alice, dau of Sir Edmond Fit7.Alan of Arundel 

,r-----------'I , 
Th~ Carew, Baron of !drone, ob 1431 I Elizabeth, dau of Sir William Bonvllle, of Shu~ 

Sir Nicholas Carew. ob lj6 = Joan, dau of Sir Hugh Courtenay, ofHaccombe, Devon 

I -
Sir Thomas, ancestor of the Carews of Biddeigh, Mohun's Ottery, Sir Nicholas Carew, inherited the Manors of Haccombe - Elizabeth, dau of Sir John Croker of 
and Earls of Totnes and Ringmore from his mother, ob 1469 Lydeard St Lawrence, Somerset 

John Carew of Haccombe J Elizabeth, dau of John, Lord Zouche, of Harrlngworth 

I 
John Carew, oommander in Frmcis l's army to rescue Pope Cement VD, who had been imprisorted by the Emperor I Elizabeth dau of Sir William Martin of Done< 
Clwies V, lcilled at the Battle of Pavia, 1527 ' ' 

I 

Thomas Carew, ob 1586 J Mary, dau of William Huddle, of Pillesden, Dorset 

I 

John Carew, living 1620 r Elizabeth, dau of Robert Hill, of Shilston, Devon 

I 

Thomas Carew, ob 1656 ;= Anne, dau of Rev John Clifford DD, of Ugborough 



Sir Thomas Carew, created 1st Baronet of Haccombe, 1661, ob 1676 =:= (1) Elizabeth, dau and co-heir of Sir Henry Carew of Bkkleigh, thus united two branches of the family 
(2) Martha, dau and co-heir of Nicholas Dack 

(1) 

Sir Henry Carew, 2nd Baronet, inherited the Lordship of Bickleigh = 

from his - • ob ,... I 
m m 

I I 

(1) Elizabeth, dau of Thomas, 1st Lord Oifford of Chudleigh 
(2) Katherine, dau of John Fownes, of Whitleigh 
(3) Gratiana, dau of Thomas Darrell, of Trewoman, Cornwall 

Sir Henry Carew, 3rd Baronet, ob unm 1708 Sir Thomas Carew, 4th Baronet, I-Dorothy, dau of Peter West, of Tiverton Castle 
ob before 1746 

s;, Jolm Cam,, 5th Baronet, mherlted the Lo,dsbip ofTiverton from ltis mothe, J Elizabeth, dau of the Rev Heruy Holdsworth, of Danmouth 
obbeforelm 

I 
Sir Thomas Carew, 6th Baronet, ob 1805 J Jane, dau of Rev Charles Smalwood 

I 

Sir Henry Carew, 7th Baronet, ob 1830 f Elizabeth, dau of Walter Palk 

I 
Sir Walter Palk Carew, 8th Baronet, = Anne, dau of 
ob 1874 Maj-GenTaylor CB 

r 

1 
Sir Henry Carew, 9th Baronet ]-
0~ 1934 

Frances Gertrude, dau of Robert Locke-Roe, Lord of 
Lynmouth, Devon 

s;, Thomas Palk Ca,,w, 10th -· ob 19761 (1) Ivy Madeline, Laura, dau of Col Arthur Breakey OBE (marriage dissolved) 
(2) Phyllis Evelyn, dau of Nevile Mayman, of Sydney, Australia 

I 

Sir Rivers Carew, 11th and present Baronet 

.. ->'------------------------------------------------------------------
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'OtlJe '1.orb~bip of ~arburtonforb 
~ebon 

nus LORDSHlP take. its name from its posilion II lhe 
confluence of two streams, the Harboume and Bngleboume and 
~is.ts of mainly pasture, covering an uca of 1,325 acres. It is 
luted m Domesday Book and the entry ream: 

HARBOURNBFORD. In South Brc111 Parish, Stanborough 
'!undred, held as Hurbe~ford from tht! Baro11y of Darlington 
in/l!e.s. 

After the Norman Conquest, the Lordship was part of !he Bar­
o~ or_Harbcrton. held by the Valleton family. It remained 
Wtlh this family until the death of !he last Valletorl in the 13th 
c~tury and lhe lordship was divided in moieties between lhc 
hell'CSscs. One of these, Joan de Valle1on. brought the moiety 
~own as Harboumeford lo the de Pomeroy family, on her mar­
nage to Heney ~e Pomeroy, during the early reign of Henry m 
{12~6-72): Their son, Hemy, was said to be the lut of that 
family which possesses "the Quality of Peer" and as such was 
called to ParliamenL The de Pomeroy', had urived with the 
~ucror. but wci-c not of noble ~traction. Instead, they sought 
influence through marriage into the nobility. Their descent lies 
on the following page. 

Canterbury 

Perhaps the most notable member of this family was Sir Henry 
de Pomeroy who angered Richard I. Sir Henry had lands seized 
by lhc King in punishment for having come back to England 
from rhe continent without the King's consent. Richard then 
elem~ 700 marks for !heir return. At this point Richard, 
lravelling baclc ftorn his expedition to the Holy Land, wu cap­
~ ~ imprisoned, in Germany by Leopold, Duke of Aus­
tna. Su Henry aook the opportwtlty to join the rebellion of Prince 
John, and sacked the Monutery on St Michael's Mount in 
Com wall, settin& hinuelf up• a~ warlord. On hearing 1h11 
Richard~ retm:ned to England, Sir Henry aave the Mount lo 
rhe Arc:hbssbop of Canternury, and is sa.id to have died of frighL 
In another vemon of this story, Richard sent a Sergeant at Anns 
to Sir Henry'• home at Baty Cutlc. The messenger wu re­
ceived and treated well for a nwnbcr of days. Just before the 
Sergcani wu due lo leave, he revealed lhe true nature of his 
visit and arrested his hosL Sir Henry Jost his head in frigh1 and 
llabbed che meaenger. fearing for his llf e he fled lo St Michael's 
Mouru and ent.eted tho monutety, bequeathing his land to lhe 
JocaJ religious comnum.ity. 

Mohun 

The hisrory of Harburtonford remains obscure until lhe J 7th 
century, when !he Lordship was in the possession of the Palk 
family with whom it remained unu1 lhe marriage of Elizabeth 
Palk and Sir Henry Carew, ancestor of the present owner, in 
1806. The Carew family are of ancient exiraction. They origi­
nated with Walter Fitz Othcc. Castellan ofWmdsor. Pitt Other's 
son, William Fitz Walrer, moved to Pembroke Cude during the 
reign of Henry I ( 1154-1189) and his son William lived at Carew 
castle in Pembroke, from where lhe family derived its surname. 
Instrumental in lhe Carews' move 10 Devon was Sir John Carew, 
whose father had come into the possession of the eslales in that 
county on his marriage 10 the daughter and heir of Sir William 
Mohun. When Sir John came of age, in 1332. he was sum­
moned ID Jseland ID defend his estates there. In 1349 he bcc.ne 
King Edward m·s ()327-1377) eschea1or in Ireland. Sir John 
accompanied Prince Lionel's (afterwards. lhe Duke of Clarence) 
expedition to Ireland in 1362. 

During the lSth century the Carew family lost most of their 
lands in Ireland and but consolidated their estate in Devon at 
Haccombe. which came into the possession of Sir Nicholas 
Carew on his marriage 10 Elizabeth Croker in the mid-15th ccn­
rury. 

One of lhe most exotic members of the Devonshire Carews was 
Bamfylde Moore. Born in 1693, his father was the rec.tor of 
Bickleigh. When he reached 12 years of age. Bamfylde was 
,ent to school in Tiverton, where he fell into bad ways. One day 
he and two schoolmalCS, who had a small pack of hounds, hun!ed 
a deer over sevcnl miles of farmland. They caused so much 
damage that the Canners came to Bamfylde 's father to complain. 
He wu so scared of being punished that ho ran away and joined 
the gypsies and entered a life of swindling and deceil Ho traV• 
eUcd to Newfoundland and relUmcd ro many tho daughter of a 
apothecary in Newcaslle,.upon-'lyne. On the death of Clause 
Patch. the King of the G~ies, Bamfylde was elected to be bis 
succeuor. This did not prevent his being c:onvicced ofvagraDOY 
and being transported to Maryland. With tho help of somo 1\1:­
live Americans he escaped. and, posing as a Quaker he W0lked 
his way back lo P.ngland and continued his criminal file \ll\\i\ 
his dealh in 1770. The Lordship is offucd on behalf at. S\1. 
Rivers Carow. 



Tim DESCENT OF POMEROY 

Ralp: de Pomeroy (ltmp WILLIAM n I ? 

Joel de Pomeroy 1 a natural daughter to HENRY I (1100-35) and sister to Reginald, Earl of Cornwall 

Hen/i, de Pomeroy J MaHida Vitrel 1o.!.1yn J~hn wnl1,m 

Sir i-lenry de Pomeroy Alke de Vere, daughter E.Jiwaro 
(living temp HENRY II, 1154-89) of the Earl of Oxford refounded Buckfastleigh Abbey 

Henry de Pomeroy, living temp RICHARD I 

I J Margery de Vernon, daughter (7) of William, younger son and 
eventual heir to Baldwin de Redvers, Earl of Devon 

Henry de Pomeroy J Joan de Valletort 

Hen/y de Pomeroy J Joan de Mules (reputed a pee, In 1259) 

I 
Sir Henry de Pomeroy I ? 

I 
Henry de Pomeroy J ? 

I 

I 
William 

I 

I 
Nicholas 

Sir John de Pomeroy, = Joan, daughter of 
Sir Richard Merton 
of Merton, Devon 

Joan - James Chidleigh 
dsp 

Joan= (1) Sir John St Aubyn 
(2) Sir Philip Brian, son of Guy, Lord Bi:ian of Tor-Brian 

I 
Thomas 

I 

I 
John 

Margaret = Adam Cole 

(3) Sir Thomas de Pomeroy of Sandridge, son of Robert, presumably a relative of this family to whom Sir John de 
Pomeroy (supra) conveyed the Barony of Berry (Pomeroy) 

(3) 

::, :,:::~:::~~f Pdor &a~land::::daugh~of~::eColU.on. ·_--. 

(2) Amy Camel _ 
(1) 

r I 
Sir Richard de Pomeroy, living temp -I Elizabeth, daughter of Richard Denzil Sir Thomas, knighted at the Coronation 
HENRY VII, 1485-1509 of Filleigh, Devon of Elizabeth of York, Queen to 

HENRY VII, 1486 
r 

Sir E<iward de Pomeroy, created a Knight of the Bath at the lnvesHtw,e r Jane, daughi.r of Sir )olm Sap«ts 
of Prince Henry Oater HENRY VllO, Prince of Wales, 1503 l 

• r I I I 
Sir Thomas de Pomeroy -I Jane, daughter of Pierce Edgcumbe, ancestor Hugh William Edward 

_ of the present Bari of Mount Edgc:umbe 

I 
Sir Thomas Pomeroy (sic) J 7 daughter of Henry Rolle 

V~lne Po"'""'l' r 0)? daughter of Sir )lmeSReynel of East Ogbome, Dewn 
• (2) Margaret, daughter of Sir John Whiddon of Chagford 

Roger Pomeroy of Sandridge; Jiving 1690 
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Qtbe ][orbjbh> of ~taunton ~arolb 
i..etcestersbtre 

STAUNTON HAROW is a village and lonhhip in the parish 
or Brccdon-on-lhe-Hill on the borders or Lcicestmhlrc and 
Derbyshire. Il coven uound about 1,700 aaes of mostly ar­
able land. It i, notable for containing Staunton Harold Hall, 
the ancestralhomcofth.e pre,cnl Lord of the Manor, Earl Pemrs. 
This handsome red brick mansion wu built in 1780, replacing 
an earlier house. In the grounds is a gothic chapel, built by Sir 
Robert Shirley in 1653. 

The Lon!srup or Staunton Harold is mentioned in Domesday 
Boole and ihc entry reads. 

He (Henry De Fcrrariis) holds 2 c. of land from Hugh in 
Staunton Harold. 

Land for 1 plough. In Lordship 1. 
6 villagers with 1 anallholda have l plough. 

Woodland 5 furlongs Ion& and 3 furlongs wide; from 
another part woodland, 4 acres. 

The value wu 2s now J0s. 
Swcin held both ftccly before 1066. 

After the Norman Conquest, Staunton was given to Hcruy de 
Ferrari.is and this £amity continued to hold ii until the 13th cen­
tury when it came into the StaWllon family, who had talce.n their 
name from their raidcncc in lhe village. In 1256 Philip de 
Swmton was recorded as holding the Lordship and from him it 
paned to his son Bliu. Eliu wu • pious man and records show 
dutt he used rents from tho Lo.-dship to pay for the maintenance 
of a priest to say mass for him. He fowidcd a chapel in the vil­
Ja&e and provided oil for lamps to be lit in ii continuously. Elias 
wu 1cnigbted in the 1290s and was succeeded in his estates by 
is IOI\ William, who wu also knighlcd in 1315. Staunton Harold 
passed from Sir William to his son John, who was known for 
his fiery tempenment and wu arrested in 1377 for assaulting 
lllomas Cll!TG of Overton. 

Staunton 

1b,e Staunlon family continued lo hold the Lordship until 1422 
wbaJ. oa die dealh of John Staunron, his IOI\ Thomas inherited 
il u a minor. 1'bornu died a year Iller and it came by law inlo 
lbe hands of lbe Crown. A royal judament granted il 1o Tho­
mu' •uca,, Muprel. who wu married IO Sir Ralph Shirley. 
Tbo Shlr1o)'• wore an uu:lau family who claimed an cxlendcd 
Suoa J..inoa,o loll& before the Norman ConquoaL The fuit re­
carded member of da,e family wu Sowel, who lived durin1 tho 
mip ofBdward cheConfouor (1042.-1066) and held anumber 
of Lordsmpl in WMWicbhho, Derbythho, Lln(:QlnlhJro and 
NordwnpCOnlbire. Though much of his land wu •tripped from 

him after 1066, he was permitted to keep the Lordship of 
Batendon, in Warwickshire. 

Scwel wu succeeded by his son Pulcher, who lived during the 
reign ofWilliun ll (1087-1066) and held a number of Lord­
ships in Warwickshire, Derbyshire, Lincolnshire, and 
Northampton.shire. Though much of his land was stripped from 
him after 1066, he was permitted to keep the Lordship of 
Batendon, in Warwickshire. Sewal was succeed by his son 
Pulcher, who live during the reign of William Il (1087-1100). 
His son Sewalis who founded a church at Eatendon, moved the 
family to Shirley in Derbyshire 111d became the first member of 
the family to refer to himself as De Shirley. Sewalis's heir, 
Henry, gifted the church at Eotcndcn to Kenilworth Abbey in 
1140 and was a witness to the foundation charter of Meervale 
Abbey. 

Derby 

The De Shirlely's established themselves as powerful landown­
ers, who gave their immediate allegiance to the Earls of Derby 
(secClwtley by Stowe). In 1200 Henry De Shirley was pl"CSCl\t 

with King John at the battle of Poitou. In 1205 he was knighted 
by the future Henry m and died in 1200. He was succeeded by 
Sewalis who married he heir of John de Clinton and died in 
1260. The Shirley family continued through several generations 
to increase its prosperity and power. 

SirThomasShirley, who lived in the mid-14th century, was well 
known in his day for his heroic deeds on the battlefields of 
Pranoc. On his death in 1362 he wu buried in Newarlc oollege 
chapel. His son and heir, Hugh served as constable of 
Donnington Castle and in 1400 wa.s appoinlcd Grand Falconer 
of Ireland to Henry IV (1399-1413). Sir Hugh was killed at the 
Battle of Shrewsbwy in 1403 ln defence of Henry and the North­
ern rebellion, led by the Percy family, wu defeated. His son. 
Ralph, though a minor at the time of his father 'a death, followed 
in Slr Hugh's footsteps and served the Crown as a soldier. He 
wu one of Helli)' V's chief commanders at the Battle of 
Agincourt in October 1415 U¥I is recorded in the battle roll. 
Sir Ralph seems to have remained in France until 1420 when he 
returned lo hold the position. of High Sheriff of ~byshue. 
He lpenl most of his later llfo abroad and on his death in 1443 
hit body wu rel\lmed to England wilh great pomp and caanoey. 

It wu Sir Ralph, on his marriage 10 Margarel Stawiron. in 1423, 
Who broughl tho Lordship of Staunton Harold into lho Shirley 
family. His son and heir was John Shirley who is recorded as 



making himself no less nnow~d by his rart parts and admi• 
rable yirtuu, than the gtntrosity of the noble blood <f Shirley. 
Furthermore he was a most virtuous gtn1ler,um, and solicitous 
ro bring up his children ill the/ear <fGod, and/or thesmlce of 
their Prince, to whom, upon all occasions, he was demonstral~ 
willi a most .singular affection and fidelity; their loyalty lo their 
Pri~ being, as it were, the peculiar patrimony appropriate to 
the house of Shirley. OnJolln's death in 1487, S1aunton Harold 
and the numerous other Lordships held by him passed to Ralph 
Shirley. Ralph fought with Henry VIII at the Battle of Stoke, 
when lhe pretender Lambert Simncl, was defeated, ending the 
War of the Roses, For his bravery at Stoke, Ralph was created a 
bannercL In I 491 he fought in France before retiring from mili­
tary life. He died in 1516, at Staunton Harold and his estates 
passed to his eldest son Francis. 

Francis Shirley lived a hugely uneventful life, dying in 1571 
having served as Sheriff of Warwickshire and Leicestershire. 
He was succeeded by his grandson George who was created 
baronet in 1611 on the first occuion of ll1at dignity being granted. 
He died in 1622 and succeeded by his son Sir Henry, who had 
married the daughter of the Bari of Essex in 1616. On his dc•th 
in 1632 the baronetcy devolved his son Sir Charles who suf­
fered badly during the Civil War for to his allegiance to Charles 
I. In 1646 he was forced 10 pay over £1,000 in fmea lo lhe 
Parliamcnwy government and died laler that ye1r. The title and 
Lordship of Staunton Harold fell to his brother Sir Robert who 
was also a zealous supponcr of the Royal cause. In May 1648 
he became involved in a skirmish with Parliamentary lroops 
holding Ashby-0e-la-Zouche and was arrested. 

Fe"ers 

Apparently, a nwnbcr of Sir Robert's men became involved in 
an argument with a soldiez in Ashby after emerging from an 
inn. Sir Robert wu said to have rode up to lho soldier in de· 
fence of his men with his sword by lus side. The soldier dis­
armed him and he wu taken to the garrison to be questioned. 
Sir Robert refused to answez any questions and a fighl ensued 
between his men and the soldiers. Somo of the soldiers wm 
killed and Sir Robert WIS laken by forte 10 lhe governor '1 cham­
b«. where be wu confronted with what had happened. 

He wu arrested and taken lo Leicester. On lhis occasion Sir 
Robert seems to have got off, bu1 in 1650 he again 111gered lhe 
authorities wilh his outspoken 111pport of Charles I and he WIS 

arrested on IUSpiclon of hoading arma to 111pply an uprising, 
He wu imprisoned in rl1o Tower where ho remained almos1con­
linuo111ly until hil death in 1656. Though he wu officially 1up­
~ to have commltrod lllicldc there ls ovldonco to 111ggcsl 

daat be wu poisoned. On 1u dcalh his widow Calhorlno ro• 
ceived a leuer of condolonce from Clwlca II • 

Staunton Harold then pused to Sir Robert'• so . 
and then to hi1 gr ds S' n. Sir Seymour, 

an on ir Robert, before passing to s· 
~eymour', ~ther Sir Robert, on the younger Sir Robert's dea: 
m 166?, Str Robert, the seventh b11tonet, wu de--ded h' 

th 1 •• d & .....,., on 11 
mo er s 11 e om the Devereux family 1111d wu the heir 

10 
his 

grandmother, the younger daughter of the last Devereux Earl of 
Essex. In 16n Charles Il resurrected lhe ancient Earldom which 
had belonged to the Perren family of Chartley and bes1owed it 
on Sir Robcn, who became first Earl Perrers. The Earl wu a 
member of the Privy Council under King WilJiam ID and Queen 
AMc and was further ennobled with the title of Viscount 
Tamworth, in 1711. Earl Perrcrs died in 1717 and his title and 
estates, including Staunton Harold, descended lo his .con Wash­
ington, a dcscendnnt of an ancestor shared with George Wash­
ington, first President of the United States, who served as Lord 
Lieutenant for Staffordshire in 1725. He served as a judge on 
the King's bench in Ireland and on his death in 1729 left three 
daughters and no immcdi11te heir. The Earldom thus passed to 
his brotl1cr Henry who died unmarried in 1745. 

TI1e fourth Earl was Henry's nephew, Laurence, eldest son of 
the first Bari's fifth son and the most famous victim of the gal­
lows atTyburn. He succeeded 10 his uncle's estates al the age of 
25 and took his scat in lhc House of lords in the following year. 
Ferrers was lcnown as an intelligent m1111 who suffered severely 
with a violent temper and his moniagc to Mary Meridith ended 
after she sought a separation for cruelty after six years. The 
Fcrrcrs estates were vested in trustees and a receiver, John 
Johnson, was appointed lo collect rents. The Earl seems to have 
begun his relationship with Johnson on friendly terms since the 
laucr had been in the service of the Shirley family for many 
years. However, on Johnson's appointment as teceivcr, the Earl 
took against him. In January 1760 Pcrrcrs allempted to remove 
Johnson from a farm which had been leased to him by the estate 
trustees. His asked Johnson to Staunton Harold Hall to discuss 
die matters but Johnson wu not to be moved and the Earl shot 
him with a pistol on the spoL Johnson died the following day 
and lhe Earl was ancsted and taken to Ashby-dc-La-Zouche 
before being sen.I to Leicester jail. 

He appeared before his peers al the House of Lords in Febnwy 
1760 and WU then commiued IO tho Tower. At his llial in.April. 
before the Lords, ho pleaded not guilty, because of occasional 
In.sanity of the mwl. Though ho called nwnorous wime.sses ID 

confum lhis, including his brothers, ho 100111S 10 have failed 
complotcly lo prove that ho wa not rosponsiblo for Jolmacm 'I 
death. Ho wu unanimously found gullt of murdor and IDll­

tancod to bo hanged. Whilo in tho Tower ho received hqucnl 
vlaill from his comln, Solina H■linp, Countess of Hllllling<m 
Tho day of his oxecution wu fuod u May 5 and on tbal mom• 

17 
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A letter written to I.Ady Shirley from King Charles I, 
upon the death of her husband, Sir Robert Shirley 

ing he dressed himself in a suit of light clolhes, embroidered 
with silver. He wu driven &om lhe Tower to Tybum (on which 
Marble Arch now stands) in his own landau where he wu met 
with an enormous crowd. He is said to have been the first vic­
tim of the new 'drop' method of hanging inplaceof lhecartand 
ladder. Tha-e is a myth that he wu hanged with a silk cord. but 
there is no evidence for this. Ju wu lhe custom of lhe day his 
body wu removed by surgeons and dissected at Surgeon's Hall 
His remains were later buried at Staunton Harold. 

The Fourth Earl wu succeeded by his brother Washington who 
wu a naval Captain. Fortunately for the Shirley family he was 
aquiet. ac:ienlific:all minded man who wu elected the lhe Royal 
Society on the basis of his observations of the transit of Venus 
and other useful discoveries tending to the impruvaivnt of math­
anatical knowledge. He died at Chartley in 1778, having re­
cendy been appointed vice-admiral. He sold several estates and 
used the proceeds to rebuild Staunton Harold Hall and on his 
dead1 he had no heir and it passed to his brother Robert, the 
lixlbEarl. TheLordshipofStauntonHaroldhusince remained 
in Iha Shirley family and the current Earl Perrera is Lord of the 
Man«, lhelr delcenl liea on the following pages. 

J)oc:wnmll UIOCilleel with lhe Manor 

loll ofOieatCouri 1312, 1404 Lekeatenhire RO 
Rem 1738-30 
RiaR.oll 1788 Charles/ 
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- - •o* · to.,.. I-4'•.-c:>tc:t. 1'1fESIIJllLEYS, )3aXJ.I FeadS, V1oaco~- ~-ozth. Lord -t.lto -- -

SEAWALUS, ...,.tioned in I)onleSday book as holding lands at Effington. Warwickshire where M • 

I 
the oldest re«>rded established family in the same place in England. •JOr John Shirley • • 

still lives and • th 
· 

15
• erefore 

- Htz5ewa1lis, living !141 , ' 

I Sewallis de Shirley, • (2) Matilda Ridell 
.I 

r Hemy des, living 1195 = Joanna, dau of John de Ointon of Essex 
I r .. 

Sewa1Bs de S, d (?) ~228 j Isabel, dau of Robert de Meynell of Meynell Langley 

r 
Sewa)lls, living 1242 = 7 

J 
r 

Sir James, d (?) 1296 = (2) Isabella 
J r 

Sir Ralph, living 1300 • Margaret, dau of Walter de Waldeshef of Fairfield, Oxon 

r J 

SirThomas, !ought in Hundred Year's War, d 1362 = Isabel, eventual heir of Ralph Basset, 3rd Baron I Basset of Drayton 
P', ----------------' 

Sir Hugh. inherited Basset estates, Grand Falconer to • Beatrix, dau and heir of John de Braose 
HENRY IV, k Battle of Shrewsbury, 1403 I of West Neston, Sussex 

I 
Sir Ral~ at Agina>urt, 1415 • Joan, dau and heir of Thomas Basset of Brailsford, Derbyshire 

I I 
Ralph Shirley, C.Onstable of the Poole, Derbys • (1_) Margaret, dau and heir of John de Staunton, 

Lord of Staunton Harold, Leics 

Ferrers 

\O _________________ .;...... __ _:-_-_:-~---_-_-_-_-_::------==='="',...._ __ 
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John, d 1485, succeded to the Shirley estates in ,., Eleanor, dau of Sir Hugh Willoughby 
Staffordshire and the Staunton estates, including 

1 

of Wollaton, Notts 
the Manor of Staunton Harold 

r 
Sir Ralph, Knight, at Battle of Stoke, 1487, died 1517 = (3) Jane dau of Sir Robert Sheffield 

Francis of Staunton Harold, Sheri.ff of Warwicks & Leics, died 1571 = Dorothea, dau of Sir John Gifford of 
• Chillington (the present head of this family is 

Chief Constable of Staffordshire) 

John, dvp 1570 = Jane, dau of Thomas Lovell of Astwell, Northan ts 
I 

I 
* 

Sir George Shirley, created, 1611, a Baronet of Staunton = (1) Frances, dau of 7th Baron Berkeley 
Harold, d 1622 j * 
I 

Sir Herny, 2nd Bart, d 1633 

r 
Sir Olarles, 3rd Bart died 
unmarried, 1646 

= Dorothy, dau of 3rd Viscount Hereford 
1 

l 
Sir Robert, 4th Bart 
died Tower of London 

= Catherine, dau of Humphery 
Okeover, of Okeover, Staffs 

* 

* 
Sir Seymour, 5th Bart, died 1667 =: Diana, dau of 2nd Earl of Elgin Sir Robert Shirley, created = Elizabeth, dau of Laurence 

Wishing of Garsden, Wilts 

* 

* 
Earl Ferrers (1711) V1SCOunt 
Tamworth, and Baron Ferrers 

Sir Robert, 6th Bart, dsp 1709 with precedence to 1279, 
died 1717 

ancestor of GEORGE WASHINGTON 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES 

2nd Son Washington, 2nd Earl 
dsp1729 

Henry,3rd 
dsp 1745 

Laurence of Staunton Harold, d 1743 = Anne, dau of Sir Walter l Oa,ges, 1,t .... 

* 

* 
* 

* 



Laurence, 4th Earl, hanged at 'fybum Washington, Vice-Admiral, Robert, 6th Earl, d 1787 = Catherine, dau of Rowland 
1760 for murder 5th Earl, dsp 1778 I Cotton, of Etwall, Derbys 

I I 

Robert, 7th Earl, married 
twice, but no maJe issue 
died 1827 

Washington, 8th Earl, = (1) Frances, dau of 
died 1842 1 1st Viscount Dudley and Ward 

r 
Robert, VISCOunt Tamworth dvp 1830 =:= Anne Weston 

Washington Sewallis, 9th Earl, died 18.59 7 Lady Augusta, dau of 4th Marquess of Donegal 

Sewallis, 10th Earl, dsp 1912 = Lady Ina White 
• dauof3rd 

Earl of Bantry 

Rev Walter Shirley, died 1786 = Henrietta, Lt-Col Molesworth Phillips, who accompanied Captain Cook on 
his last voyage and shot the aborigine who killed him 

Rev Walter, Rector of Brialsford, died = Alice, dau of Sir Edward Nevenham, of Co Cork 

Rt Rev Walter, DD, Bishop of Sodor and Man, died 1847 = Maria, dau of William of Waddington, of Normandy 
J 

r 
Rev Walter, DD, 1).,,,...., Prof of Ecclesiastical History, Oxford, died 1866 = Phillipa, dau of Samuel Knight of lmpington Hall, Cambs 

,.._t:,"J 'J 
r 

Walter Knight, succeded as 11th Earl Ferrers, 1912 j Mary, dau of Robert Moon (Moon Baronets) 

r 
Robert Walter, 12th Earl, died 1954 = Hennione Justice, dau of A Noel Morley, of Worplesden, Surrey, died 1969 

J 
r ROBERT WASHINGTON SHIRLEY, 13th and present Earl Ferrers etc, Lord of the Manor of Staunton Harold 
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t!tJJe 1Lorb~btP of ~berrif 's JLenrb 
'Worcester~bire 

SRBRIPP'S LBNCH is said 10 have bean lh~
1 
Lench, Lon':11 

B a,1· or "Lench Atnoth juxi. Chadelbure (Chadbury U\ 

N';'ton ~) user1Cd to have ~ givCI\ by Bthelbald of 
Merci• 10 the abbey al Bvcsham. u 11 was am~ng lhc lands re• 
covered by Abbot ..Qhelwig ( 1070-7) from King Edward and 
other good men. Tho Manor comprised four hides and wu IC· 

quired in moieties by ..43 thclwig; two hides he held in the time 
of King Edward and the other two he ~ught with_ th~ rnone~ or 
tho church from Gilbert Pitz Toroid w1lh the pcmussion of King 
Willian. Tho Domesday Survey gives the additional infonna­
tion that lho proceeds of tho lallcr moiety of tho Manor sup­
ported one monk in Evesham Abbey. It docs 11?~ ~owcver, agree 
with the chronicles of Evesham as 10 the acqu1S1llon of the other 
two hides, which ~ here stated lO have been bought of King 
Wuliun for one mark of gold. Tho whole Manor was held by 
Abbot .Elhelwig until his death in 1077. when it was stolen from 
the church by Odo Bishop ofB1yc:ux, who gave it 10 Um the 
Sheriff. It is difficult to decide to what period to assign the 
statement made in tho Domesday Survey that Lench had been 
held as lhree Manors, two hides being held by two thegns and 
two by a certain woman named Aolfgifu, as in tho Colton MS ii 
is clearly stated that the church ofBvcsham held lhe Manor in 
demesne after its acquisition by ..43thclwig. 

22 

In 1086, the Manor of Sheriff's Lench was returned among the 
poaeaions of Odo, Bishop ofBayewt, then in the King's hands. 
Uno wu still sub-tenant. and the Bvcshmn Olronicle 11ate1 that 
be held it "contra Rotulum Wmtan" in the limo of Abbot Walter 
towards the end of the 11th century. In spite of the title to the 
Maner, which the monies of Evesham had made out at the ti.me 
of the Survey, they seemed never to have recova-ed it from Urse. 
1hough they must evidently have cxlOrtcd some acknowlcdg• 
ment of seignorial rights, for Urse 11 successors the Beauchamps 
rccx,gniud the Abbots of Bveabam u lheir overlords. Though 
lbc Manor wu said 10 be hdd for tho serYico of half aknJ&ht'I 

fee. "because it wu in the hands of the mighty it docs nothing 
for the abbot except homage. and the men of Lench do suit at 
Blalc.enlumt". 1lte Abbot's ovedordship is mentioned for the 
lut lim.c in 1316, aid afterwards, though it wu known that the 
Manor was not held of the King in chief, It could never be dis• 
covered who was the irueovcrJord. Prom Uno, the Manor passed 
to the Bcauclwnpl, the hereditary Sheri ff• of Worcester, and 
dws doubtless acquired its name Sheriff', Lench. It passed with 

Beauchamp 

Blmlcy Castle in the Beauchamp family Wllil about lhe midd~e 
of lhc 13th century, when William de Beauchamp gave 10 his 
brother James the Manors of Sheriff's Lench and Church Lench 
and the advowson of the church. with the exception of the land 
which he had given lO Butholomcw de Sudeley. By an undated 
charter, James de Beauchamp granted Sheriff's Lench to his 
nephew William, Bari ofWuwiclc. and Maud his wife, and the 
M1.11or descended with Elmley Castle until it was ,nntm in 
tail-male by Thomu de Beauchamp, Earl of Warwick. to his 
yoW1gcr son William, aftcrw11ds Lord Bcrgavenny. It th.en 
passed with Chaddesley Corbett 1.11d was claimed with that 
Manor by the co-heirs of Henry, Dulce of Warwick. and evi­
dently assigned to Edward. Earl of Warwick., who was attainted 
in 1499. It wu, however, 1i1ce Chaddesley Corbett. granted by 
Anne Countess of Warwick IO Henry VIIl in 1487-8. In July 
1511, the Manor wu leased for 40 years to George 
Throckmorton. In November of the same year, it wu granted 
in fee to William Oineley of Charlton and this grant was con­
firmed in 1514, a rau of £5 a year being reserved to the Crown. 
Prom that time. the Manor followed the same descent.as Clarhon 
in Croplhomc to John Dincley. Prom deeds among the Pnuin.ton 
Collection it appears that Sheriff's Lench was sold by a Mn 
Johnson towards the end of the 181h century to a Mr Masefield. 
and that it afterwards passed to a Mr Pulteney, who sold it to 
different owners, the greater part passing lO a Mr Stokes. who 
sold it to aMr Edwin. the owner in 1812. Half the Manor was 
purclwcd about 1824 by the Rev Dr William Cbafy, and the 
other half. including the old Manor house, lately called the Manor 
Parm, 11\d about SOO acres ofland. was bought of Mr Wmnall in 
1873 by the Rev William KW Chafy DD, whose successor is 
Miss B Cha.fy of DorseL By an undaLcd clwter, probably about 
12.53, William de Beauchamp granted to Bartholomow de 
Sudelcy in free marriage with his daughter Joan 10 viqates of 
land and a mcssuage in Sheriff's Lench, with reversion to the 
donor in cue Joan had no children. The Manor, which wu held 
of tho Lords of Blmley Cutle by the service of a pu of spun. 
then followed the same descent as Fairfield in Bolbroughton 
until 1496, when the llllds oCRalph Lord Sudeley wcro divided 
between Bdward Belknap and Sir John Narbuzy. Sheriff's Lench 
wu wigncd to the former. It wu perhaps this Manor whlch as 
''tho manor of Slucwlinche parccl of Warwick and Spenser's 



land" was granted in 1560 to Sir Nicholas Throcbnor10n and 
his heirs. Sir Nicholas left the Manor in 1571 IO his second son, 
Arthur ThroclanorlOn. and in 1596 he and his wife Anne were 
in possession of it. but nothing further is known of lhe estate, 
allhough it now forms parcel of the Lordship of Sheriff's Lench. 
The sacrist of Evesham Abbey held an estate at Lench during 
lhe 13th Century, and before 1206 had purchased of the com• 
moners of Lench the right to assart certain common land there. 
In 1206. he held three and a half hides of land at Lench. In lhe 
Subsidy Roll of 1280 this estate is called Lenche Sacriste de 
Evesham and lheAbbotofEvesham paid asubsidy of22s !here, 
The Lordship lies about 1 lf2miles soulh west of Church Lench. 
It is hard ID arrive at an area for Sheriff's Lench. but al Domesday 
it probably covered about 400 acres. With the 10 virgates (one 
virgate"' 30 acres) lhe whole is probably about 700 acres. There 
is quite probably a map of the MIIJlOI' with lhe enclosure award. 

Documents associated with this Manor 

Court Boob 1781-1860 Herts &. Worcs RO 



~e 1Lorb~biP of Wix ~ark ~all 
Qfssex 

ANCIENTLY KNOWN u W'lkcs, lhls parish lies 21/2 miles 
south of Bradfield and eight miles from Huwich. It is an agri­
cultural area. mainly for arable production and consists of an 
arcaof3,129 leffil.Thelordship dates from before Domesday 
Book and wu held bcfoie the Norman Conquost by Queen Edith. 
Ill entry in the Survey reads: 

Queen Bdith held WUt before l 066 u a manor, for l hide. 
Now Roger holds it from Hugh. 

Always 2 villagcn. 'Iben 2 anallholdcn; now 8, 
then 2 alavea, now none. Always 1 plough. 

Woodland. 10 pigs: meadow , 3 acres. 
Value 10s 

Roger holds this land and tho Hundred doc, not know how. 
The Qutm had tM jurisdiction. 

Wax Pm was held by Walta the Deacon shortly after Domesday 
Book. Wal= was the forebear of the Hasting■ family, who later 
became Barons of Hulings. 'TheBaronyconsistodof 10 Knights 
Coca, one of which lay in Wax and which Robcn de Hastings 
wu noted u having paid scutage in 1206. The ■ucceaion of 
the Hulings family is well recorded and proceeds u thus: Rob­
ert was succeodod by his son Alexander, who in IW1I wu suc­
c:-5od by Ralph. Rallil'• son wu Robert who in tum passed 
Wax Pm to hia son Wllliam. William's son Robcn then left the 
Lordship to hia daughter Delicia who was married ID Godfrey 
de Lovain ,bcothcc of Henry, Dub of BrabanL W'ut Park. to• 
sedicr with the :n:mainder of the Barony of Hastings wu then 
held by the Lovain family. The Barony continued in the hands 
of the Lovain family until 1365 when the Alianore. the surviv­
in& beirof John Lovain. married Sir William Bourchier, to whom 
the Barony and the Lordship of WIX Plllc pusod u part of the 
marriage aeulement. 

The Bourducr family were of Norman dcacent and ..uJed in 
Paa 10C1D 18a' lhaCoaqueat. By lbe relp oCBdward U (1307-
1327) JolmBouchiernfColdllllerhld bem lmiglud n:laavod 
u oao of II» Jusdcel of Iba Kina'• Bench. His'°" Robert wu 
a pul favouri&o f:A P.dwud M Ind WU mado Locd Chancellor 
la 1340. •• r.oft500 ayear. Bourcblerwu Iba Ont laymm 
10 llold du posilloa. lllllllia& Archbilhop Slnlford. In Ibo 
.,....,..._dlaKJng.SlheAn:hblabopwblchrotlowod. 
Bommi«widlbllddlawdlof 111111mm11D Slrllbd, lalcnupled 
W. ~ ID 1119 adlsBbbopl la Iba PUlllildOnberof Par 

2A 

Uamcnt. and urged him to submit to the King. BolD'chicr fought 
with notable distinction at the battle of Crecy against the French 
in 1346 where he served under the immediate command of the 
Prince Edward, the Black Prince. He was created Baron by 
Writ of Summons in 1342 and was succeeded by his son John 
on his death In 1349. 

Hastings 

Under the Lovains and Borchiers, the Lordship of Wax Plllc 
wu held in farm by members of several great families includ­
ing the Bohuns and the Despcnscrs. In 1360 on the death of 
William de Bohun. Bail of Northampton, Wix Park went !Obis 
son Hwnp!ucy, Earl of Hereford Essex and NorthamptOn. On 
his death in 1372 the Lordship passed to one of his daughlers 
Arll'ltwhobuiltahouseintheManor,knownuParkHall. Azrne 
brought WIX Plllc to the Stafford family on her marriage to the 
Bart of Statford, and thil family retained the Lordship until 
1460 when. on the death of Humphrey Stafford, Duke of 
Budcinghlm at the baule ofNorthampton, it WIS seized by Ed­
ward IV (1461-1483) for the Crown. 

HwyBoucllw 



deBohun 

Richard m gruited WIX Park back to his supporters the Swfords 
in 1483. The recipient. Henry Stafford, was the second Dulce, 
sucaiedin& to the title in 1460. Only on the death of Edward IV 
in 1483 did Buckingham make ascrious impact on political life. 
He was deeply mistrUsled by the late King's wife Bliz.abeth 
Woodville and was a prominent supporter of Richard of 
Gloucestu. In the tragic manouevrings which surrounded the 
disappurance of the young King Edward V. and his brother, the 
Duke of York ( the Princes in the Tower) Buckingham was seen 
10 have been involved. It was with his help that Richard ar­
rested Lords Grey and Rivers who had been conducting the King 
from Ludlow to London. Richard was keen 10 retain the sup­
port of Buclcitlgham, and gave him powers over five counties 
ro raise troops. It was Buckingham who suggested that Kini 
Edward V and his younger brother should be transported to the 
Tower. On Edward's captivity, Buckingham hastened to Lon­
don where he is said to have harangued the popu1ace, from the 
Guildhall, into accepting Richard as their king. Despite offici­
ating at Richard's lavish and imperious Coronation, he cou1d 
rouse no enthusiasm for Richard 111d was himself in open re­
volt just two months. Richard had promised to restore land and 
estates liken from his family during the reign ofHenry IV (1399· 
1413). but it seems that Buckingham had reason 10 doubt this 
and whicll 10 seize them by force. Some historians have con­
cluded that Buckingham felt he had a just claim ro the throne in 
his own righL Whatever the reasons foe the revolt. Buckingham 
decided to overthrow Richard on hearing of the death of the 
two Princes in lhe Tower, and began usembling an army. On 
11 October 1483 Richard declared Buckingham a traitor and a 
~11111ru.ecre111we living. Buclcinghammoved his forces from 
his Welsh strongholds. With the delays at Hereford. his forces 
mehed away and he fied north 10 Shrewsbury in disguise. Rich· 
;'1 P~ a reward of £1000 on his bead and a recainer, Ralph 

lllnister ofWem. sheliered him for a time before giving him 
up for the reward. He wu brought before a court in SalisburY 
~ wu be-headed in the market-place. Hi.s lands and estateS, 
including Wu Park, where seized by tho Crown. 

In 1S9_S Queen Elizabeth I granted tho Lordship 10 Gilly Merrick­
~ ll WU 10ld 10 John Philipson or Harwich. Commissary 10 

~11:bt-boats. He wu 1ucc:eedcd by hi• 10n John who ,orvod 
• Pfor Harwlch from 1741101753, Onlua dcedl Will Park ::-::1 to bis daughter'• husband Robert BrislOw, By 11111 middlo 
land. 19111 ceniwy the Lordship wu in tho hands of B WO•· 
of .a.,_Tbe 1n11iees of the Garland Batala aro tho cumnt owners 

..... Lordship. 

[)ocuments associated with lhis Manor. 

Court Roll 1277-1280 

Compotiof 1343-1348 

Gilbert Barre 
Compotus Rolls 1402-1403 

Survey HcnryVIIl 
Survey, with other manors James I 

Court Rolls 1602-1786 

Court Boob 1727-1832 

Minute Boob 1723-1824 

Index 10 rolls 1718, 1727 

Survey 182S~cl828 

Survey of Lands 1638 

Steward's solicitor'• 1751-1813 

(with other manors) 
correspondencO and papers 

Court Books 1832-1924 

MinutoBoob 1824-1921 
S111wud'1 Papers 1748-1934 
RClllll. with other manon 1859-1885 
Pee Accounts 1889-1916 
Enfranchisement 1916-1935 
eccounll 

Map of Copyholda l82S-l827 
BstllOI Minuto Books 1642-48 

Essex RO 

British Museum 
PRO 

ERO 

PRO 

ERO 
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t!tbe llorbsbip of l\ap 
Clfssex 

TIUS LORDSlnP lies on a small peninsula called Ray Island 
which lies on the south bank or the estuary or the river Stour, in 
the north part of the parish of Ramsey. It is a sister lordship of 
Bast Hall, Ramsey, and Stoudland,and hu been known occa­
sionally over the put ccnturica as Le Rey. This wu one of the 
knight's fees granted by Robert Pitt• Richard to Albcric de Vere, 
Bari of Oxford, and it appears by the Pcodary-book of the Honor 
ofCutle Hcdingham, that a family named de Ruly, held it un­
der some of the Earls. in the reigns of King Henry m (1216-
1272). King Edward I (1272- 1307), King Edward II (1307-
1327). and King Edward ID (1327- 1377). William de Ruly is 
the first mentioned, and Geffrey de Ruly did homage for his 
I.Cncmcnt in le Ray and Michclstow, being half a knight's foe in 
the years 1291, 1293 and 1319. 

Under John. 71h Bad of Oxford. who died in 1358, Ocffrcy Royly 
held three quartcn oh knight's fee; John de Riley and the Vicar 
of Ramsey held the same und« Thomas de Vere, the 8th Earl 
who died in 1370. Afttt that dale, Geffrey do Ruly ii recorded 
u holding half a fee in Ramsey 1111d Michclstowe; and half a rec 
in Le Ray. 

Vere 

n the reign of King Henry VI (1422-1461), the abbey of St Osyth, 
Thomas Holbeck, and Nicolas Pccke, held three quarters of a 
knight's fee in Ramsey and Le Ray called Rulyes. Thomu 
Holbcclc 11 the time of his death in 1480, held the Manor of Ray 
in Ramsey, of the King, as of the Honor of Hcdingham-Castle, 
by fealty and suit 11 the Court of that Honor, which had fallen to 
the Crown upon the execution of John, 12th Bari of Oxford who 
was beheaded on Tower Hill in 1461 for his Lancaslrian sympa. 
thics, by the Yorkist King Edward IV (1461- 1483). 

Holbcclc's heirs were his two daughters, Christian and Alice, 
and Thomas Wilkoky1, son of Margery, another of his daugh­
ters. In 1543, William Bunynghyll and Elianor his wife, passed 
the estate by fine with Bast Hall to King Henry VIII (1509-
1547). Queen Mary I (1553-1558) granted it in 1557, among 
many others, to Sir Thomas White. Afterwards the Lordship 
pused to the families of Dav all and Burr and evenrually to the 
Garlands, whose tnutees arc now selling iL 

Documents associated with this Manor 

Extract from Court Survey 
Court Survey 
(with other Manors) 
Court Rolls 

1 Eliz.abcth I PRO 
e.1608 Essex Record Office 

1616-1714 British Museum 

DESCENI'OP OARLAND, Lords of Ray, W1X Parle Hall. Stoudland and East Hall 

Nathaniel Garland of Epsom. Surrey = Mary Piu 

N.awJel. of Micbaektow Hall. &sex • Anne Pepit 

Lewea ~eak Oarland. died 1780 • Indi~ daughter of Maj-Oen 

I Sherington Talbot, grand-daughter 
_ of William Talbot, Bishop of Dumam 

-,--------' 
Nalhaniel, diod 184S • Anna,slater and heireu of Arthur Walter Cope of Armagh 

I 
Sdpr, ~ of the Manor and High Steward of Harwich. cbp 1912 Narhanicl = Mary, jughter of Revd 

died 1911 Ferdinand Pailhfull 

Ardwr ~atblniel o.-land.. BUen daughler of Thomas Scou of Bdgbuton 

Jut of Iba ftm.ily fO live ill Buel 
ead bid lhree IGIII by Ellen and a 
i,urda by bis dbl wife. Evelyn, 
....... of Victor Oevlllez de 
IUYaz. 1be Oarland Lordlhipl 
ID s..ex.,. now bold byTrulteea 



tltbe 1Lorbsbip of Ql:okesputt 
il3ebon 

The Manor of Cokcsputt is folDld in the parish of Payhcmbll1)' 
and is four miles nonh of Ottcry St Mary and six miles cast of 
Honiton. The parish received its name from the Suon for the 
inlaabited place NUJr the old fort and is traversed by the River 
Coly. Included within it is the imprusive Roman fort of 
Hembury, which is of considcnble size and affords a command­
ing view over the surrounding nrca. 

Cokesputt was founcd from an estate which belonged IO the 
nuns of Polcaloe. This Benedictine institution wu constituted 
in around 1160 by William, Lord Brewer and wu a small house 
of some 20 nWlS. Cokcspult, a fairly large Manor, formed one 
of a number of estates held by the Polesloc, which, despite it 
land holdings, was considered IO be one of the poorest priories 
in the county. A list of known priorcssu reads; 

Avelina (cl218) 
Isobel de Brenle (cl256) 
Margam de Morchard ( 1267- 1297) 
Margery de SwyNlorie ( 1308-1321) 
Ma1ildade Bloyhou(/321-) 
Margery de lfyckpole (-1347) 
Juliana o/Bruto11 (1347) 

The Lordship remained wilh Polsloe Priory until the reign of 
Henry VIIl (1509-1547) when it WU dissolved, in February 
1538. It wu then granted to Thomas Goodwin. On Goodwin's 
death it passed to his daughter who wu married IO a member of 
lhe Crane family of Suffolk. Afterwards she married into the 
Stump family, who held it for several generations. 

In the 17th century Cokcsputt wu held by the Wright family, 
and in 1772. Bernard Wright noted, IO a local historian. Mr 
Chapple, that, / have in my possession an atensive manor in 
the parish of Pehambury, called by the name of 
C~ilt ... belonging to my ana.rkJrs; for which J pay aMually 
~ chief-rent for tlu! moncr, and anothu a,ulil or cliie/-rtnl to 
tM King', majesty for Oa&mpwn<astle. This rent wu said 
ID have arisen u a payment of reparation to the King for dam­
age done by Wright's ancestors to Oakhamp(On Castle during 
die Civil War in the 17th century. 

At the beginning of the 191h century Coltesputt wu purchased 
by Sir Jolm Kennaway. Sir JoJm wu the grandson of William 
Bastard of Oarston and the third son of William Kennaway of 
Exeter. Afta an unpromising education at that city's grammar 
school he entered the 1ervice of the But India Company u a 
soldier. On his first voyago to the eut, in 1772. his ship wu 
wrecked at the mouth of the Oanges. Subsequently his first few 
months of service in India made such a poor impression on him 
rhat it was only lhrough the implorin& advice of an old~ friend 
dial he wu persuaded to remain abroad. He obviously went on 
11o prospa- since in 1780 ho WU made a capcain and lhcn RCYcd 

under Sir Byre Cooio in the Camaclic Campaign against Hyder 
All. Hyder had made himself rajah of My10re and wu lhreaten­
lna Madru. Kennaway took a continuoua part in the arduous 
campajgn until ill ccaclusion in 1786 and on hla return IO Ben­
pl wu promoted to ~ camp to Muquia Comwallla, the 
pvemor-general. Ccmwlllll IOOD rocoplzed Ibo lnsdnctive 
dJpJomatic akilla which Kennaway po1seued and sent him on a 
dlfficult mialoa IO negodale wilh the nazJm of Hydradbad. 
Kmmaway wa ,o ,uccasful In c:owdna Ibo warlord dial he 

Ktnnaway 

pcnuadcd the nazim 10 sign a treaty or alliance with the com­
pany. For this Kcnnaway wu created a baronet in 1791. In the 
ume year he qain produced a diplomatic coup in concluding a 
lucrative truty with Tippo Sulton. Sir John wu the f'int Euro­
pean 10 live in Hydrabad but ill health forced him to return to 
England in 1794. He died in Devon, in 1836. 

Sir JoJm wu succeeded in the Lordship of Cokesputt by his 
son, John, who acrvcd u Sheriff of Devon in 1866. The third 
baronet, also John, was MP for Devon 1870-85 and for Honiron. 
1885-1910. He ,.,,u succeeded by his son John, in 1922. The 
family held the manor until recently 1984 and it is now offered 
by Trusteca. 
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Gtbe l.orbsbiP of QCbepstow 
;fflon1no utbsbi re 

honK ofChepstow Races 

CHBPSTOW is a market town lying on the border of England 
and Wales. The town is dissected by Iha Riv« Wye, which 
fon_ns the ancient boundary between the two co1mtrics. The 
~~h consists of 1396 acres and the town itself has grown rap­
~ m ~e 20th century wilh lhe nee course after spending most 
of its ex1Stcncc as a market town. It was founded in the 7th or 
8th century, tcplacing an earlier settlement which had been de• 
stroycd. It rant appears in the Libcr Landavenis, a list of churches 
and property belonging lo the sec orLlandaff in the bull of Pope 
Honorious ll to Urban. bishop ofUandaff. In the 16th century 
the antiquarian Leland describes the early history of the town in 
his Syllabus Anliquarium Dictionum; 

New Gwent, in Welsh Ca.stell Gwent, in Bngli.shStriguil. Whence 
also the earls of Striguil tkduci"I their origin from the earl of 
Ogy, a Frmclunan of whom Richard, a man most illustrious 
bods by ms descent from the Claru and mo.st di.stinguished 
nuywhett in war.rirst-of all the Normans, who came into En-
1land. went to Ireland and llhlmi"I victorious having marrwl 
Eva. daughter ofDamot, ruler ofuin.ster, laid open to Henry 
1M Second, King of England, a mighty window for pos.susing 
1M island. Laur people called this ciry Chq,stow, thal is, the 
marketing place.. But I call this New Gwent in distinction from 
1M old one which was four milu away. 

Aft.er the Normans had overrun the area in Iha late 11 lh ccn­
nuy. tho lands around Chopstow, also known as Striguil, were 
granted to W-Jlliam Fitz-Osbomo. Bad of Hcicford, who wu a 
second oousin of W-Jlliam L Fitz-Osborne led the Norman force 
which captured the sunounding Forest of Dean and seems to 
have done so without much opposition. Any Welsh resistance 
came in the fonn of Caradawg ap Gruffyd, Prince of Gwent, 
who is recorded in Domesday Book u laying waste to four vil-
1-ges. He seems to have quickly given in. however, since he 
wu pn:scnt with F-..tz-Osbome at the consecration of the church 
in Morunouth by Heiwald, blshop of Uandaff in 1069. On his 
death in the same year, Caradawg was succeeded by his son 
Wan the Weak, who caved in to Pitz-Osborne completely . 

l11e Lord of Chcp:itow was then in • secure enough position lo 
erect I castle in the town, probably on the site of a demolished 
Welsh stockade. The castle was built on • prominent she on 
rocks above the River Wye and it consists of an oblong outer 
wall enclosing I number court yards and central hall. This ha0 
had actually been begun in 1067 and survives todny, making ,1 
the oldest stone fortification in Britnin. There arc traces of cv~ 
older buildings in parts of the castle. The archwny over the m&in 
door into the Hall is conslnlcted with bricks taken from I Ro­
man fort which stood in the town. Over the course of two ccn. 
turlcs various Lords o(Chepstow added pnrts to the cutlc until 
it resembled the archetypal design of• Norman castle. Remark­
ably, much or the structure still stands and it is considered by 
many 10 be the most important castle in Wales, after Harlcch. 

In 1071 William Fiiz-Osbome, under the personally delivered 
orders of Queen Maud, was sent to Aanders to aid Emulph, lhc 
Co1mt. He was slain in battle here and was buried in the Abbey 
ofCormeillcs, which he had founded. He wns succeeded in his 
land and titles, including the Lordship of Chcpstow, by his son 
Roger. The second Earl joined the rebellion against William, 
led by his brother-in-law, Ralph de Guader, Earl or Norfolk. 
The rebels were defeated at the battle of Fagadon, near Nor­
wich, to where Roger fled. He mnnaged to hold the East Anglian 
town for a short time but was soon forced into sunendcr. He 
was caprurcd and imprisoned until his death. 

.t)ebf1tte of WfUf11m .:fi~-$sborne, Qfarl of ~ereforb anb 'lorb of ~triguil or Cbepstohle 
DIii _o, Wn.Lux nn:-011oua.-<1.Zu, • 6, • ., erg••'• onr •U c/u,, Hrl . 

• • • • , a Daal1h blilJl, ODt of Uat oompaoic,111 ol Rollo, the ooaq11eror of Norm&11d1-r 

I l ~, 
Huf~.••• JUclwd, duke of Nol'1DID2- UDD~ Turolf of Pont .A.udomare-rWeTL 

,~-------' .1- '-----, 

0.bol"Dt de ONpOD, 1&.wud tf tb• hoa,ohol4T, • • • Jr.lo r4 ll., duke of Norma11d7,,= ... , Bugh de Hontgomor1f °'J,u. 
to klDr WWlaa $he Ooclqutror. c:.11111 n, lI•r-4f. I • 

RI~ m., n.oLrt, Ro~or d• l{ontco-H1• 
duke of Nor- dalr.t of bulll Konlplllll1 .,. 
mancly, 1.p. Nor. Ut in Wal11. 

111&11d7. ! 
T -

'Wr~- .. Ld-... -=----.... -.-,~-..... -.. -.-.r~-. -!&-rot-Kde-~-Jl-~-~-;(-.r-.·--·_!n_-'_"r_·~-e-rfO-udllt-e-r,I-l!lmm....,.,-.. -.- .. =.=d~=»i~ ~ 
...._, laad, la Nar- lfollltcit1 aboai1071 41 rtTtcl 

O O O 
• Oraool. - If 

... , J •. I.Ott, ob ... ,. If 1111 •'-- P ,t-

..,lol4 .• .J.r. 

a&a.O.bor111, 'Ollt of ilia oom-=JUoh~•a,=Baldwl11=Hernian 
paaloDI •f kig WWlam &be 01111-lo Be d, de earl ot ' 
quror;wll&OlaepncnrouU.1-W Nrl Bea- Hoak.' Henaall, 
earl o( Btl'lfort I 1lala la l'nooe lull I clltd a lei laua- Ind ha&-
20701 HP• at OonaalU... 111111 1088, 'b.&icl. band. 

loldltn lllldtr kta1 B11117 1, 
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William I confiscated Chcpstow and its castle, and granted it to 
Gilbert de Clare, also known as Gilbert Strongbow, the second 
son of Gilbcrt de Clare of Tonbridge, and brother of the Harl of 
Hertford. Gilbelt was an ambitious man and was given pcnnls­
sion lO drive his forces into Wales to secure new land. He cap­
tured 1he lands Connerly held by Cadwgan ap Bleddyn. whose 
estato.1 stretched to Aberystwyth, on the West coasL In 1138 he 
was created Bari or Pembroke, and died ten ycan later. He ls 
buried in 1intcm Abbey, Cornwall. He was suoccedcd as Lord 
ofatepstow by his son Richard, also lcnown as Strongbow, who 
was considered IO be the most powerful noble of his day. Rich­
ard successfully invaded Ireland and subdued much of the is­
land. To cement his newly conquered lands Richard married 
Bva. the daughter of Dc:rmot. Earl of Lcinster • 

Richard had no male heir and his only child wu Isobel, wife of 
William Manhal, hereditary mushal of Bngland. William•• 
marriage to Isobel brought him the Lordship of Cbepstow and 
the Barldom of Pembroke. Marshal was a confidant of King 
John (1199-1216) and wu considered at the time to be one of 
this troubled King's most sensible advisers. After John's death 
and until his own in 1219 he was Protector of Englmd, during 
the minority of Henry m (1216-1272). Marshal is buried in 
Westminster Abbey. He wu succeeded by his eldest son Will­
iam, who had been one of the Barons who coerced John into 
signing the Magna Carta. William spent a lot of his time in 
Chcpstow and undertook a great deal of new building on the 
castle. 

.{t}ebigree of Clare, 'I.orb, of &trfguil or CbepftobJ 

Gllborl dt Clar• surnamed S&rongboll', lord o( Slrlsllll, onawedT-Blinbe,h, •i•kr &o W&lerau, 
url of Pembroke uae; ob. 11'8; ••P• lo Tinkrn abbe,-. earl of Hellen,. 

IUel.-w--d-e_Ol_ue_, -S-tro_n_r_bo_w-,-.. -rt_o_f_P_e_m_b_ro_k_•_• Ui_t_co_o_q_u_e_ro_r_o_r -lr_el_an_d_; -o-b.-T-B-,.-.-, ..!da'-11-_-t.,_D_•_rm_o_t,-eu-l_o_f_Loi_na_le_r_. --Bal--,J'll'iD cle Clare. 

U'16; aep. lo Glo11ot.1ler oathedral. "-------------, , : 

WiUl.&m Kanhall, heredit.&ry manhal of Encland, (ollnded Tinlll'll abbe7 in Ireland; ob. llllt; aep. h1.--~i..-!.1, only ohilclpauclhh•~! ~~ 
w .. ,miaaltr abbe,-. . lhe •rlclom of ~ !'9- -
.Arms: a-., • 6•"'4 /ruiW. or, bll, when be ,uooeedtd u b,r,di'-ty manhal be UNmecl Pw p•1. or •114 Uie lorcbbip of 81.ripil '° 'Iler 
-,, • lw• ro.p. ,-. , hullaocl. 

.&.lloe clau.-=1. William H•r•=='Bluoor, 
te B~cl- aball, bendit.&rf dau. to 
wua d• manhal of Bns- klor 
Bethune. lud, earl of Pem• Joho. 
111 wife. broke, et.o. ; ob. llod 

•·P• wife. 

Baell Blaod,-Jaucl, tvto•r-Willlam 
......- ot Nor• wal beir, took de War. 
folk. J•,-• &he lord1blp no, earl 
l6MWV lor4 of of S&rlruil; or Sur-
BlriplL ob. 1H8 I Np. re7. 
Ana. r Or, • In Tin&er11 Ind bua-
_.,. I"• abbeJ', ba11d. 
111 lluab&Dcl. 

I . .11.iobard, 
11100Mded 
bla brother 
u marab&I, 
eto.; ob. 
•·P• 

I. Gllberl. auooeeded==Marprel, 
hi• brother H mar• abler to 
ahal, ato. 1 killed lo a J.luan• 
tournament a\ Wan derL lcior 
lHl, a.p. ot aoc>'­

lancl. 

4-. Wa kr,=Harpret, 
■llOOffdecl clau. \o 
hu broUier Boben d• 
umanhal 1 Quin,,. 
e&o.; ob. 
e.p. 

5. AnHlm.==ICa11d, 
1uoceeded clau. lo 
hla broUier Bua­
u manhal, phrs d• 
,to. ; oll. Babllll. 
Lp. 

I 
Warre,~0&11, toot de th, -,I, 
J.10110° dom or 
ohu- Pem-
Dtf. broke. 

Gilbar& d, Olare,,-I1aLi,-1uohard, 
Illa Nrl of H,n-1ob. tarl of 
ford aad earl of US9. Oornwal11 
Glouou&er. 11\ brother lo 
buabaod. I ldnr 

' Ben.III. 
:!ad bu,­
baacl. 

wm1TliL de l'er--
NN, 
•rl of 
Derby. 

I 
William,-B'n. ob . 

cteBnoee 111Me• 8'b lcri of •P. ia 
A.berp• Aberp-
'Hll~. TM~ 

oluarola. 

Jlorer Bl,rod, earl of Norfolk, bendl•=llabtlla. 1l11tr &o Bir llu,b Blpd. kn&..- ou, widow llalpb B[aocl ot-Bokb .. W'lclow lo 3 a. 
W7 manbal, aall lord of Strlrull I ob. Aluander l king Ju1Uoe or Bn1la11d, .t . . . . S.Uria,toa. ftomu hl'lll-
•·P· ue,, . of S.oUana. Wat,. T&L 

.A.Un. .. u. &o Pblllp Buatl.-Bo1er Bl1od, aaONtdtcl bla ■nol, Bo .... 11 Mr1 ot Norfelk, iaarahal,-A.Uoe. ...._ lo .Jolul 
j...,._ ol .Bo,t&ad I widow ol aod lord of 8&ri1ull 1. ~11 llOl la1 ••maclend 1111 111&"8 lllcl 111, oaoe d• .A.alaelao, .,, ol 
Bqla J>NptDOOI', .. , ..u.. of mar1bal '° kl111 Bdnrd 1., ob, ··•· uoe. _,Oil... llad wile. 



Gilbert de Clare 

In 1228 he received special pcnnission from Henry 10 remove 
ten gimt oaks from the Porell of Dean 10 bo used in the erectiO!l 
ofthec.astlo rower. ThoMushal brothers proved to bo ID'llucky, 
however, and they died one aftu mother in a short limo, all 
&UCCeeding to the Earldom of Pembroke and none producing 
my hoin. Afta lhoy had all passed away the Lordship went to 
choir sisier. Maud. wife of Hugh Bigod. the third Earl of Nor­
folk, who bcc:ame Lord of the Manor. 

Norfolk wu suocoeded by his son Roger, the 4th Bad, who wu 
a powerful nobleman and entrusted by Henry m (1216-1272) 
with the guudianship of Alexander, King of Scotland, for which 
he received 500 marks. Roger had a high reputation u a sol­
dier and wu considered an eminent example the chivalrous art. 
He wu skilful on the batdcfield and in tournaments where he 
wu Iha champion of his day. In the famous tournament at Blithe 
in Noaingbamahlro in 1237, which resulted in a general con• 
Oict between ll0l1hem and IOUth baron,, Norfollt WU consid­
aed to have won. Ho dlstinguilhed himlelf faghllng in Prance 
but dam boelmo embroiled in a dispute with Kina Homy. Tho 
c:hrollider Walllam DugdaJe notaa; 
Tu Bari of Norfolk. "'°""'8 a),ut apoloa for Rowt d4 ROI 

,,._ eharJetl wills ION crime, wltlcls .,,.,,,,," lsLr Ufo 114 
J,4Jl v,y lulrm lanl""l• I* him by IM lln,, beJna openly 
uJW 1ra,tor; wlwut, wills a Item COIIIIIOIOIII», 114 toltl IM 

Icing that he lied; and that he never was, nor would be a tra,tor; 
adding 'if you do nothing bUI what the law warranleth, Jt>M 
can do me no harm' 'Yes' quoth the King '/ can thrash Jou 
your corn, and sell ii, and so lwmble you' To which he replied 
'// you do so, I will send you the heads of your lhreshers '. But 
by the interposing of the Lords then present the heat soon puled 
over, so that shortly after, he wu, together with the Earl of Le­
iCC$ter and some others sent on an embassy 10 the King of Prance, 
lo treat with him for restoring some rights which he withheld 
from the King. 

After the victory of the Barons, who railed against Henry's 
favouritism of foreignen, at the Battle of Lewes in 1264, Nor­
folk was made governor of Orford Castle, Suffolk and he wu 
assigned the Marshalship of England. 

Roger wa, 1Ucceeded in his estates, including the Lords.hip of 
Chepstow, in 1270 by his son Roger, the 5th and final Earl of 
Norfolk. Roger fought for Edward I in France and Scotland and 
despite marrying twice bore no children. Roger agreed that on 
his death his title and possessions would bo given to the Crown. 
He returned his Marshal's rod on payment of £1,000 annually, 
surrendering the title to the King on the condition that it would 
bo returned to him if he prod~ an heir. No heir was forth. 
coming and on his death, Chepstow once more became the prop-
erty of the Crown. • 

Like William Marshal, Roger had added a great deal to Chepstow 
Castle and most of the remains which can be seen today can bo 
dated 10 his tenure. An inquisition of 1306. shows that Roger 
held the Lordship from lhe King by knight service and thai. 
after paying for the upkeep for the castle, it was worth nothing 
to him. The Lord received lhc best fish from the Wye, 32 bottles 
of the best beer, and the payment of tolls into the city, fines 
from the evil-doings of bakus and the suit of three burgesses. 
The barton of the Manor and castle comprised two large woods, 
containing 251 acres. There was a park. which was home to a 
number of wild beasts, now known as Chepstow Park). An­
other area belonging to the Manor was a chase known at White­
wood. 

It had been the intention of Edward I to grant Chepstow to his 
youngest son Thomas de Brotherton but the King died bofore 
his wishes could be carried ouL Instw it fell 10 Edward II (1307-
1327) to mike the gift, in 1312. ~ well as the Lordship. Tho­
mu was created Earl of Norfolk and Marshal of England. 
During the reign of Edward Il however the castle at Chepstow 
wu seized by Hugh le Despencer. the King's favourite. In 1310 
a commission had been established to investigate whether 
Despencer had trespassed onto the manorial land and to how be 
managed the castle. It was found that he had left the castle in 
very poor condition. 

Thomu de Brotherton held his estates until 1338 whcn he sur­
rendered them to his nephew, Edwardm (1327-1377). Chepstow 
wu then held by his daughter Margaret and passed 10 her grand­
son, John de Hastings, Bari of Pembroke. A&r bis dealh in 
1389 it passed to Thomas Mowbray, Bari of Nottingham. who 
wu created Duke of Norfollt by Richard Ill. in 1397. 

Mowbray wu CJ!lO of the most powerful men in England though 
hil relationship with Richad n (1377-1399) was not initially 
cordial. In 1388 he took pan In the rebollionof Baris of Alundel. 
and Warwick against Richard'• favourite, the Duko ofhelan.d. 
helping to defeat the Duko al Radcot Bridge. Ho maidiod lo 
London, bringing up lhe rear with Arundel met was among thoao 
who inabtedon an interview with lhe King. Noltinglwuapeed 
IO tako suppor with IUchard, who wu forced co isaue a Warnnt 



------~-------===---~..,--~ P'~ - ,l~ 
_,,_ -roCVe ~.. ;II ~- .. •• ,t11anne'f'• ~b..-ap. -o-..rD. "'lJob:>fntr tl,e 1>_,.crnt of tt,e I.o~-hfn Of _,_ [l tr'f. 

.e1r1~ at _.,a ........ ., • ~"?' -n•lf(ll or ""'!.lepft.oiD 

~ Hal.· \"I ot by bi, 2nd wife, born 18 June 1800 i created e&tl or Norfolk William de Braott lo~ o( Goose, ~" ot=Bir .Ralph 
c\&u lo Si1bom11 de Bro\hert.on, et.rl of Norfolk, 10n of king Edward l=Mary, d&11. to William lord Ro . 

Jhnricb \n\ 16 l)eo.131!; etea\td mmb&l 10 l'eb. 1316; i>b.1S38; aep. in her dowry the J~rdthipa of 8~; ii for Cobham, 
la\wife.' • \be 1bbey ot 8\. Edmuu~bury. Neth~nrent; ob. 1362. 2od wifeortom'!~ ~,;;_d 

I -
Eel I rd ob John \orclSegra,e,ob. lSU.=;=lurpre\ ~ duoh•s ot;=sir Walter Manner, K.G., ob. 1371 aeiHd Edward de-Ail 

W& • • Arm:: Ba., a lia• ramp. \ Norfolk 29 Sept. 139'1 i ob. , of St.rignilj11r, Qtwu. Hontacute - ce. 
"·P·, •·P· arg., croa,,,111 or. 2 ?darch 1899. .A:tm1: Of', 3 d_nro1t•u , 4 • • 

_::-1 I . • . . I 
John, lord Mowbray, slain by the Turb av;=~beth, o~ly Th~mu Manner, John, 1'th Jord ~ting, and ff!l of PembroJce,,-:A.ane. 
Comtantinople 1868. I chdd and hell'. ob. JUT. K.G., lord o( Stnguil; ob. 1375 10 ~ee. I · 

·Arma: a..,oli01Jl"Offl1',org. r .... •: 

I j i . 
John. lord Mowbray, Elizabeth, dau.=Thomu,·lord Mowbray, created ear11-Eliz&beth, dau,=Sir:Robert=Gerard 
creaW earl of Not- to John, lord of Nottingham 1882; cre&ted Dux• and coheir to Gowaell, Ufflete. 
tingham at the ooro- . Strange of ol' No.rou: J9 Sept. 1897; con1ti- Richard au bt. Sad Srd 
D&aoD ,of .)ting JLiob· Blaokmere; tuted earl lunhal of Eoglaod, wu A.Ian, earl of hu,buid. hu,-
vd II. 13'7'7; ob. 1.p. 1.p. lit wife. baoished and died at Venice ln 1'00 Arundel. band. 
1382. 11iHd of Striguil. 

; 
J obn Hutinp, ••rl 
of Pem~roke, ob. 1.p. 
1889, when Striguil 
went to Thomu 
Mowbray, duke of 
Norlo~ (VoL I., p. 
160). 

I 
1. Thomu=Con1tanoe, onlr,=John, lord Gre1 
M.01'bray, d.au. ,of John I of Rhuthyn. . 
beheaded Holland, dllke12od h111band. 

J. Joln Mowbray, duke cf Nor-::;=Catberioe, dau.= Thomu =1ohn, Tis-=Sir John 
folk, rNtorecl to the office of earl lo &lph N nill, Strang- oouot W ood'rille, 

at York of E.xeter. 
m.&t11bal 1'13; ob. 19 Oct. 1~2 earl of We1t- wa11, uq. Beaumonl knt. •th 
Milecl of the cutl,, manor &Dd morland. Jud h111- Srd. hu1- huaband. 

1406, 1.p. . borourh of Striguil. band. band. 

-J'oL Mowbray, srd,Eleanor, dau. ~ William Bir Rober~l!ar!.r.t. Sir Hears Ferreu, kut., 10n of!r=I•lel:;=Jamea, lord Berkeley, 
duke of NorfolJc, ob. I Bourobier, earl or E,re. Howard, I William; lord Ferrer, of Groby. , ,

1 

ob. 1463. ~nd bus-
1'61. knt. lat hu1band. band. 

l -, I I 
J' ohD Mow,-Elisabetb, Sir 1 o 11 Howard, lent:, O?Nted duke ol Norfolk 1483 011 Edward Gre1 ,=Elin- Willit.m Maurice 
bray, •th I dau. to John the exUootion of the Mowbray•: inherited their ttt&tea; 2nd aon to beth. • Berkele1, 3rd lord 
duke of Talbot1 lat parted with 1.b, lord1hip of Striguil to William Herbert, :&.ginald, lord created Berkele1. 
Norfolk; earl ol lat earl of Pembroke, K.G. Grey of Rhu- marquil ,= 
ob. H'T6. Shre1r1bury. T tbyo. Berkeley; ,+. 

,t, ob. 1.p. ..4 !l"o 
.4. f"O the dulte1 of Nor!olk. the earl.I 

Berkeley. 
. I 

l?.iohard J>lantagene\, duke of York, 2nd aon to king Edward IV',; murdered in the tower of London in l~n, only ohild. 

I 

~L--------------------------------------------------------.,....--
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for lhe ut"CSt of the Duke of Ireland for treason. Once Richard 
had shaken off the tutelage of the Barons he became anxious to 
placate Nottingham. miking him Barl-Manhal of Bngland and 
giving him the rasponsibility lo prolect Bngland'• northern bor­
der with Sootland. Throughout the 1390s Nottingham wu a cen­
tral player in national politic, and in 1397 Richard recognized 
lhis by malting Nottingham's title of Bari-Marshal hereditary. 

Mowbray 

Nottingham seems lo have rewarded his King with a loyalty he 
previously 1acJoed. u in that same year wu he imtrurnental in 
lhe anest and execution of his brother-in-law the Bari of Arundel. 
Nottingham wu gnnlcd swathes of Arundel'• land Sussex and 
SUITC)', and ins~ 1397 he WU created Duke ofNorfollt. 
His position wu still precarious as Richard still remembered 
bis trouon GlCI his adruers urged him to get rid of his former 
enemy. Richard embroiled the Earl of Hereford in the affair when 
lhe Eel admitted to the King that Norfollc wu concemed for 
his safety. Hereford wu jealous ofNorfollc'• power and readily 
gave a skewed l()O()unt of a oonver11tion he had had with Nor­
follc. The King used lhis lo summon both parties to appear 
before him at LilleahalL Hereford duly attended and wu par­
doned f« any treason he may have committed, but Norfollc 
failed to show up. He did appear before Richard at OawestJy to 
plead his mnocenco and be challenged Hereford to combat, a 
court of (ldvahy. The contest wu arranged to lalte place in a 
specially pepared f1eld outside Covcntiy. Both men appeared 
in magnificent armour, but before the battle commenced Rich­
ard orderod Norfolk's immediate exile to Oamany. Norfollc 
wu fcm:ed to leave that day and died without ever returning to 
Enpmd. Hereford wu mo exiled and the story is the opening 
of Shakespeare'• Richard. II. 

Norfollc'• 10n, and heir John, defied Henry VI and was executed 
in 1432. Chepstow again coming into the hands of lhe Crown. 
Por a time it remained a Royal manor, but Iller came to Sir 
John Howant. grandson of the 2nd Duke. He 1wappcd it foe 
olher Jandl wilh William Herbert. Bari of Huntingdon. Prom 
Jwn it then passed &o hil IOD•in-law, Chadea Somerset, who wu 
c:zealed Bad of Worcater in 1513. Somerset wu Ibo iBegiti­
malO IOl1 of Henry Beaufort. Dubof Somerset and wu knighled 
iD 1497. Afr« bJa llmJUIO he attained groat weallb and WU 

PIRHDODed to Parlwnenl u Lord Herbert. Att. a IUCCUlful 

military campaip in Prance, in which he wu imlnlmenlal in 
lbe laking of Temuanno and 'Jbumai, he wu CIOIICd Bart or 
WonlOII& ffodied ia 1526 and w1111icceedod by his IOll Henry, 
lbe 2nd Eed. Henry'• aon. William, lhe thbd Bari, ii men­
daaed in u .ceaalvo renlll of Cboplcow Manor, 11 Lord in 
"67. WaDJam'• ,randloa. Henry w11 mated Muquea of 
WCIICCIC« by Cwlea Jin 1642 aft« bb atout defence of Rq-

Ian Castle during the early plwc of lhc Civil War. Henry'• aon. 
Bdward, who succeeded his father 10 the Lordship in 1646, wu 
a zealous Loyalist and wu appointed Lord Lieutenant of South 
Wale, in 1642. In 1644hcwu,entbyCharlcs to Ireland. where 
he wu created Bari of Glamorgan. He survived the war and 
died in 1667. Among his personal papers were a number of 
manuscripts he had wrillcn, one of which vividly describes the 
application of the 11eam engine. almost 60 years before the ma­
chine was successfully invented. 

Henry, the 2nd Marquess, was created Duke ofBeaufort, in 1682, 
and. like his father, was a committed supporter of the Stuarts. 
He refused lo take the oath of allegiance 10 William ill in 1688 
and retired from public life. Prom this time on the Dulcea of 
Beaufort's political influence was much reduced and instead they 
oonsolidated there position as wealthy landowners and well as 
Lords of theManorofChepstow and hereditary keepers of Rag­
lan Castle. 

The Lordship of the Manor of Chepstow remained with lhe 
Dukes of Beaufort Wllil the 1960s, and it was under their tenure 
in the 18th and 19th centuries that the town grew and prospered. 
In the medieval period it had consisted ofli. walled enclosure of 
113 acrcs. lne town wall. known as Port Wall begins at the River 
Wye and much of it still remains. The main entrance to the 
town in the Welsh Gate. After the Civil War the town began to 
expand, becoming an important regional industrial centre. The 
port of Chepsrow was an important one, since for a long time it 
wu the only one in Gwent, except for Newport, at which large 
shipa could dock. By the 18th century the town had developed 
a 11rong overseas trade, dealing in the import and export of wine, 
deals, hemp, flax, pitch, tar, limber, iron and cider. At this time. 
the Duke of Beaufort, as Lord of the Manor of Chepstow pos­
sessed the fishing rights to the Severn from Cone Pill to the 
New Passage and in the Wye from Broclcweir to the mouth of 
the river. The rent of fisheries in 1770 was said to be £300. 
Chcpstow wu also a centre of shipbuilding, bell making and 
clock-making. 

, Beaufort 



'DUKBS OF 'BEAUFORT, sometime Lords of Chepstowe 

This iDuslrious family, ancestors of the Tudor dynasty in England and the Stuart in Scotland, now seated at Badminton, Gloucestershire, descends from Robert de 
'Benmont, Earl of Leicester, whose son Waleran was created Earl of Worcester by KING STEPHEN In 1138. The other important strand of this family is that of 
Sir John Beaufort. natural child of John of Caunt, Duke of Lancaster, fourth son of KING EDWARD m, by Catherine Swynford: 

Sir John Baafart, b 1371, KG, Earl and Marquess of Somerset, M~ess of Dorset, Constable of 
'England, died 1409 ~ Lady Margaret de Holand, dau of Richard FifzAlan, Earl of Anindel 

cf 14'!s21d Earl ofSommet John 3rd Earl, Earl of Kendal and • Edith. dau of Sir John Stowton, widow 
t>ukeofSomenet,d 1444 I ofSirOliverStJohnofBletsoe(see 

Hardwick in this Catalogue) 

I r 
Marpnt Beaufort 0443-1504) • 

j 
0) John de la Pole, 2nd Duke of Suffolk Joan =-JAMES I King of Scots 
(2) £dmundTudor, lstEarlofRiclunond I ' 

r 
(3) Sir Hemy Stafford, 2nd ,on of the Duke of Buckingham 

The Stuarts 
0) 
JaNCHENR'i'VD 

I 
TheTudorl 

' Lady Eleanor Bauchamp 
dau of Richard, Earl of Warwick 

SirEdwmdBamort,4thiarl, lltDwceof • 
Saffalk. Ealand Muquess of Donet, killed at l 
llaltJeofStAlbaas O-GS) 

J;;°Baarart.2nd Dab ofSomenet. b 1~ 
Mw,4e,\ •~ by Joan Hill be had a natural son: 

hianor ~ 
(&om whom the Marquess of Ormonde) (from whom the Barons Stafford) .. . 

0..Sommet,. ht Eu! of Worcester, Ambassador to the Holy ~man_~l'f!l'OI' Maximilian I, 
I.old ofEwyas Lacv, Monmouth. Lord Cwnberlain to HENRYVII and HENRY Vlll, 
ammJllld ~ f,it,nm HEN'RY VID IJld FRANCS I of France, 
Fie1cf of Coda ti Cold (152')), died 1526 

Q) 
r 

• (1) Elizabeth, Baroness Herbert 
(2) Elizabeth West, dau of 8th Baron De La Warr 
(3) Eleanor Sutton or Dudley, dau of Lord Dudley 

!iar~ I.Gld Babat 0509), 2nd Earl of Won::ester, • 
9ewild ol Alieapvemry .md Monmouth Castles, d 1549 

(1) ~ Courtenay, Dau of 9th Earl of Devon. by Katherine,_y<>Ungest dau of EDWARD IV 
(2) Eliubeth, dau of Sir Antony Browne, Standard Bearer to HENRY VII 

0,2, 

WDliam Somerret,3sd E,arf.KG,d 1589 • 0) Ouildan, dau of Lord North (&om whom the Earls of Cwlford) sic 
(2) Theophl11a, dau of Sir John Newton 

Jklward SomerNt, 4th Ell1, KG, PC d 1628 r Lady Elizabeth Hastings, dau of 2nd Earl of Huntingdon 

Beaufort 
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(2ndl0n) 

Henry Somenet, 5th Earl and 1st Marques, of Worcester ,. I Lady Anne Russell, dau of 2nd Earl of Bedford 
0643), died 1646 _ (from whom the Dukes of Bedford and Wobom) 

I 
&!ward Somer1et, 2nd ~ess, b 1603, author • (1) Elizabeth, dau of Sir William Dormer Cfrom whom the Barons Dormer) 
and inventor, impruoned by Oomwcll. died 1667 I (2) Lady Margaret O'Brien, dau of 4th Earl ofThomond (from whom the Barons lnchiquin) 

i 
Henry Somenet. 1st Duke of Beaufort (1682), = Mary Capell, dau of 1st Baron Capell of Had ham, Essex (from whom the Earls of Essex) 
KG, PC born 1629, died 1700 I 
I 

O\arles, Marquess of Worcester dvp 1698 •

1 
Rebecca, dau i.nd heir of 1st and last Baron Granville 

r/era.y Somer-., 2nd Duke,. KG PC • (1) Lady M~ SaclcviUe, dau of 6th Earl of Dorset 
died 1714 I (2) Lady Rachel Noel, dau of 2nd Earl of Gainsborough 

_ (3) Lady Mazy Osborne, dau of 2nd Dul<.e of Leeds 

R,-"""'"'--SolJl-.ea_Jet_(Scudamore _____ )_, 3-rd-Dulc.e-~-Owles--,1 Noel Somerset • dau of John Symes Berkeley 
~f7'5 4th0ul<.e,dl756 j ofStokeGifford,Glos 

I 
RairjSamenlt.Sth Duke,. clied lfKIS 
obtained revemon of Barony of 
Botm>urt (1763) 

r 

i Elizabeth, dau of Adml the Hon Edward Boscowen 

Henry Oarles, 6th Dub, KG died 1835 

~. 7th Dukie. KG, AOC to 1st Dulce .. 
ofW~ during Peninsular War 
in Spain, '1812-14, a very brave znan, 
died 1853 

(2) r 

• Lady Charlotte Leveson-Cower, dau of 1st 
Marquess of Stafford, the richest man in England 

(1) Georgina. dau ofHon !ieruY Fitzroy 
(2) ~. dau of Owies CulliriK Smith, bv 

Lady Jane Wellesley, dau of Duke of Wellington 

Hemy, 8th Dulce, KC,PC, died 1899 ~ Lady Georgiana Curzon, dau of 1st Earl Howe 

Henry Somenet, 9th Duu,. died 1924 := Louise,. dau of William Henry Hanord, of Almondsbwy, Clos 

Hemy ~ 10th Dukr, KG, grat friend of 
QUEEN and known u 'the Master 
u mMter oltbe Bau£o,t Hunt, having_the 
number plate of his Rolla Royce as 'MFH 1' 



Today Chepstow is u much known for its rtce course u itsctr. 
The nee course lies within lhe manorial extent or Chcpstow, in 
the grounds of Piercefield House and is the home of racing in 
Wale,, annually holding the Welsh Grand National, a few days 
after Christmas. Past winncn of this event include the immor• 
u1 Rag Trade and Corbicic, both or which went on to win lhe 
Grand National at Aintrcc. Its lint meeting was held in August 
1926, making it the youngest ofBritain '• 59 racecourses lhough 
it is considered by m111y to be one of the most picturesque courses 
in BrilAin, and extremely populu with fans of the sport. It has 
witnessed some of the most famous incidents in racing, includ­
ing Sir Gordon Richud's world tc<:Ord of 11 stnight victories 
II a meeting in 1933 and Pr ankie Detcori becoming the f ust tun­
ager in 35 years to ride a 100 wimcn in a season. It also saw 
lhc greatest jockey of all time, Lester Piggon. win his come. 
back race aftct five years in 1990, at the age of 54. 

The Bcauforts sold Chcpstow to tho Curro family whose b'Ust­

ecs sold to the present owner. The Lordship of lhc Manor is 
being offered privately for sale by a member of thc Manorial 
Society. 

Numerous docwncnlS associated with this Lordship which will 
be handed over to thc purclwer, arc at the Auctionccn, whe:e 
lhcy may be inspeeted by appointment 

Beaufort 
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tltbe lLotbBbiP of Wbite <l&xen 
iJBebon 

nm LORDSIDP OF White Oxen lies in tho parish of Dean 
Prior in the area of Devon known as the South Hams 

The earliest mention ofthis Lordship appears in 1242 when it it 
recorded u Wlai11dudeon. In 1285 it is referred to as 
Wittdudon and again in 1303 it noted under the name of 
Whytcokudon. The name originates from the Suon for • 
Hwituc's Hill' and has since been corrupted into White Oxen. 
Very little is known of the early history of lhi1 Lordship which 
socms to have followed very closely the descent of the Lordship 
ofRattezy rather than Dean Prior. 

At the time of the Domesday Survey in 1086 it fonncd part of 
the Lordship ofRattccy, which was held by by William de Falllisc. 
The entry reads; 

Roger holds this of\V'dliam in 1086 
ofil Rogu has luJsa demensefor 112 a plough. 
T"6e Rogu luJs 2 bordars and l suf and l 00 shup and 
3 acres o/mt!aduw and one kngth of pasture. 

By the mid 12th century it was a posession of the Abbey of St 
Dogmacls in Pcmb-okcshirc, Wales, after being giflcd ID that 
house by Robert FittMartin, in 1 US. After the Dissolution of 
the monasteries during the Tudor period, the Lordship was 
granlcd out by the Crown. !hough to whom is nther obscure. 
By the 17th century the Lordship was in the hands of the Palk 
family who can be traced ID Henry Palk. who was the Lord of 
lhc Manor of Ambroolce during the reign of Henry VII (148S-
1509). The most illustrious member of the family was Sir Rob­
ert Palk. after whom. the Palk Straight. which sc:pantes India 
from Sir Lanka. is named. He was bom at Haldon House in 
Devon in 1717 and. after caking deacon's orders, en!Cred the 
Royal Navy as a chaplain, before joining the East India Com­
pany in 1751. In 1753 he was appointed u envoy IO the Rajah 
of Tanjore during the dispute over the Carnatic (Indian eaSl 
coul). Palk was given the task of securing the Rajah's alle­
gimce lo England. las opposed the French and Dutch. a [ut he 
achieved in 1755. Aft.er a string of further positions within the 
Company's admin.istntion in India, Pallc succeeded u Gove.r­
nor of Madras in 1763. He served successfully in this post for 
five years before returning to England, having amassed a for­
iune. In 1772 he was created a baronet and although a life-long 
Tory, be disputed the regulation of the East India Company en­
acted by Lord North's Tory ministry in 1773. 

Mohun 

Carew 

On the marriage of Elizabeth, daughter of Walter Palk, a Jcins. 
man of Sir Robcn, to Sir Henry Carew, the Lordship of White 
Oxen passed ID Iha! family. The Carews are of ancient extrac­
tion and originalcd with Walter Fitz Other, Castellan ofWutdsor. 
Fitz Other's son. William Pitt Walter, moved to Pembroke dur­
ing the reign of Henry I (1154-1189) and his son William lived 
at Cam1 castle in Pembroke, from where the family derived its 
sumame. lnlstrurncntal in the Carews' move to Devon was Sir 
John Carew, whose father had come into possession of the es­
tatu in that oouncy on his marriage ID the daughter and heir of 
Sir William Mohun. When Sir John came of age, in 1332. he 
was summoned to Ireland to defend his estates there. In 1349 he 
became King Edward m•s (1327-1377) eschcator in Ireland.. 
Sir John accompanied Prince Lionel's (aftttw ards, the Duke of 
Chn:nce) expedition ID Ireland in 1362. 

During the fifteenth century, the Carew family lost most of their 
lands in Ireland. but consolidated their estate in Devon at 
H10C0mbc. which came into the possession of Sir Nicholas 
Carew on his mmiage to Blizabcth Croker in the mid- fifteenth 
century. 

Perhaps the most exotic member of the Devonshire c~ws was 
Bamfylde Moore Carew. Born in 1693, his father was the rec­
tor orBickleigh. When he reached 12 years of age, Barnfylde 
was sen~ to school in 1ivenon, where he fell into bad ways. 
One day he and two schoolmates, who had a small pack of 
hounds, hunted a deer over several miles of fumland.. They 
caused so much damage that the farmers came to Barnfyldc's 
father to complain. He was so scared of being punished that he 
ran away and joined the gypsies and entered a life of swindling 
and deceiL He travelled ID Newfoundland and returned to many 
lhe daughter of a apothecary in Newcastle-upon-'lyne, On the 
death of Clause Patch, the King of the Gypciec, Bamfylde was 
elected to be his successor. This did not prevent his from being 
convicted ofvagrancy and being transported to Maryland. With 
the help of some native Americans he escaped. and. posing as a 
Qualtor, ho worked hi, way back to Bngland and continued his 
criminal lifo Wllil his death in 1770. 

Tho present Lord of the Manor of White Oxen is Sir Rivers 
Carow, Ban whose descent is found on pages 12 and 13 in this 
catalogue, 



mbe JLorbsbi p of Westport 
t19orset 

This Muior lies in the ancient ecclesiastic parish of St Michaels, 
Wareham. Wcstport, anciently • Manor and hamlet was in 1770 
only a fann, being entirely depopulated, and not one house stand­
ing. It takes its name from iu situation near the west gate or 
port or Wareham. It docs not occur in Domesday Book, being 
perhaps then included in WorgreL In 1278, Edward Kaynell 
and Alice Danvill his wife held here a carucate of land or Gil­
bert de Clare, Bari or Gloucester and Heriford. by one third of a 
rec. In 1402. the Morlirners, Earls of March, held the Lord­
ship, once held by John Kaynell and Alice. They seem to have 
been Lords Pamnount. By 1490, this Manor was held of the 
priorofChristch111ch by Margery, wife of William Prude, Allee. 
wife or Robert Belc, her daughter and heir. Not very long after 
it came to the Wadhams of Cathcrston. 

Elizabeth I 

In 1559, John Wadham held Westport or Robert Turberville, and 
25 years tarer, John Wadham held it of Thomas Turberville, as 
of his Manorof Bcre, by suit at the Hundred of Hundreds barrow, 
and 2s. per annum rent. Oeorge Wadham of Cathcrston sold 
the Lordship in 1591 10 John Croom ofBryan •, Piddle, and Henry 
Derby, including the farm, and lands i.n the parish or 
Chriscchurch, 'lwineham,andinWarcham. Inanaccount.1541, 
lithcs here belonged IO Christchurch priory and valued at £1. 
By Jeuen parent of Queen Elizabeth, tithes here belonging to 
Christchurch were granted, inter alia, 10 Edward Horsey 111d 
his heirs. They were divided into two parts. One moiety be­
longed to the heir of John Loopc, a vicar of Sherbomc, whose 
ancestors had it 1658. Ocorge Loope of Wareham, by his will, 
dated 8 October, 1715, devised all and singular his tithes at 
Westport, in Wareham, IO his son John Loope for life. and after 
his death ro his son George Loope and his heirs forever. . In 
1731 George Loope granted all his tithes belonging IO Westport, 
in the counties of Dorset and Soutlwnpton, 10 John Loope in 
fee. who by his will dated 14 November 1749 save all his real 
eatace ro his son John Loope ( of Sherbornc, clerk), and ho by 
bil will dated January 19 1799 gave his estate to Thomu Carter 
in fee. In 1803, Thomu Carta' conveyed all dthca belonging 
ID Watport IO John Barker, who, In 1816, convoyed all that 
moiety of lilhea arising from Wutport Parm. in tho Parilh or 
Morden, unto Sir Omlel Mill, Bart., and who, in 1819, con­
•eyed k ID John Scutt, in Coe. In 1822 John Sc:uu convoyed 
lhillledda roMr.OeoergePilllter, who, in 1857,ccnvoyedthem 
ID fee lo Ibo lnll&oel of Iha Bari of Bidon. 

Mortimer 

In February, 1580, Sir Edward Horsey, conveyed his tithes ~ 
Westport, to his servant, Henry Pikes, in consideration of his 
faithful service, to be held of the Queen, her heirs and SUCCCS· 
sors, as of the Royal Manor of East Greenwich, by fealty only. 
These tithes next became the property of John Burg~. at whose 
death they they passed to his son and namesake of Westminster, 
who by a deed in December 1630 in consideration of £240, con­
veyed them to George Loope of Wareham, and John Scutt the 
eldez of Tmcleton. Al with the other portion, these tithe.t n:, 
mained in the possession of the Piu family until the death ol 
George. the second Lord Rivers, 1828, when they passed will 
other property by his will 10 his nephew, Horace William 
Beckford, who then became the third Baron Rivers, and assumed 
the name of Pitt Rivers in lieu or his patronymic. 

In August, 1850, Ooorge, fourth Lord Riven, son or the third 
Lord, conveyed the moiety of these tithes, together with the 
Manors of Ame Peak, Stowborough. and Westport. and other 
property, to the tnlstees of the Bad of Eldon, to whose cfescen. 
dants they now belong. ThedCsccnt of the Earls of Eldon lies on 
the following pages. 

During the Napoleonic war, the walls, including officers' resi­
dences, stabling, and accommodation for 120 cavahy were built 
heze at a cost of £26,000. When the barracks were pulled down 
at the conclusion of the war, the site wu sold in auction, in 
1815, ro J Pike, who erected a mansion. 

Bidon 
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• 1HE Dmc::ENI' OF1HE SCOITS, EARLS OFELOON, VISCOUNTS OF ENCOMBE IN DORSET, AND BARONS ELDON OF ELDON 

l..olds of Arne and Westport 

O)lsabella 
dau of Noble, 
died 1734 

- William Scott, 
son Qf William Scott 
of Newcastle-on-Tyne 
born 1696 or 1697 

I I 
George Anne • William Gramlington 
died young died 1764 I of Newcastlee 

r 
Isabella 
died young 

Upon Tyne 
r 

Anne • Sir John Cric:hloe Turner 
died 1815 of Newcastle 

on'Iyne 

J 
Isabella 
died an infant 

rn 
Elizabeth 
Jane 
William 

= 2) Jane dau of Henry 
Atkinson of Newcastle 
on 'Iyne died 1800 
aged 91 

Mazgaaet died unmarried 0) Anna-Maria • Willam Scott Lord Stowe • (2) Louisa-Catherine Henry • Mary John Scott Earl of Eldon "' Elizabeth Jane • Thomas Bwdon 
1766 dau and a>heir bom 1745, aeated dau and coheir of Scott dau of Knighted 1788, aeated dau of Scott of Newc:astJe 
Janed 1747 of John Bagnall Baron Stowell of Stowell Admiral Richard d John Cook Baron Eldon of Eldon Aubon d1822 upon 1yne 
FUzabeth ctied an infant 1747 of Earley Cowt Cloucs, 1821; died 1836 Howe KG, and cousin 1799 of Togston and Viscount Encombe, Surtees afterwaJds Sir 
.8Gban,, twin sister of Lord Reading aged 90 of John Denis Browne, and 1821, Lord High of New- Thomas Burdon 
Slo~ ctied unmar 1828 died 1809 Marques., of Sligo New Hall Chancellor of GB castle Knt, er 1816 
aged 77 died 1817 Northumb 1801 -1806 and died 1831 died 1826 
~ died an infant 1751 died 1825 1807 -1827, born aged 76 
Eiza~ twin sister-of Lord 1751, died 1638 
O,.meDor .Eldo~ died an infant aged 86 

1\rins, still born 

Two llODS Thomas - Mary-Anne Henry Mary - Joseph Jane.Scott 
and Townsend-Scott- Addington Scott Foster d 1780 
daughter of died 1842 VJ.S(X)unt d1825 of 
died Honington aged 59 sp Sidmouth Seaton-Bum 
young/ Warwick Prime Minister Northumberland 
unmarried d1820 1806 • 7 d1821 

d 1884 aged 66 

Three sons Elizabeth = George 
died young Scott born I Stanley 
or unmarried 1783 Repton 

dl862 d1858 

Frances =Rev Edward John = Henrietta Richard = Eizabeth 

d1838 of Corfe Castle b1774 dau of a.sswned and heir 
Jane I Bankes, rector Scott I Elizabeth Bwdon only dau 

aged 40 d1805 Sir Matthew on his of Sir 
Ridley Bart marriage James 
of Blagon the name Sanderson 

Northumberland and arms Bart 

l 
of Sanderson 
in addition to 

his own 
-issue 



George• Lady Jane 

I 
issue 

JohnScott • 
'2ndEarlof 
Edon,b1805 
d 1854 

Frances Henry-Bidon 
Bankes George Bankes 

Louisa dau 
Charles Duncombe 
1st Lord Faversham 

John Scott,. 3rd Earl of Bidon • Henrietta Minna, dau of 
died 1926 ; John Tumor, died 1921 

John Scott = Annie Jervis Eldon-Surtees = Lady Charlotte 
Bankes dau of Sir John Bankes, Rector Elizabeth Scott dau 

Jervis, Chief of Corfe Castle of the 2nd Earl of 
Justice of the Eldon 
Common Pleas 

A sJn &,\.n,'1832 A son stih bJJ, 1840 
Charlotte Elizabeth Scott, mar her cousin Gertrude Louisa Scott, mar Lord Eustace-
Rev Eldon Surtees Banks, rector of Corfe Castle Brownlow-Henry Gascoigne Cecil, 3rd son 
Augusta Henrietta Scott, mar Thoma:.-Francis, son of 2nd Mmquess of Salisbury 
eldest son of the Rt Hon Sir Thomas F Selina-Jane Scott 
Freemantle, Bart Rachel-Adela Scott 
Katherine-Frances Scott, mar The Hon Custavas-
Russell-Hamilton Russel, eldest son of 7th Viscount 
Boyne 

John 5CX>tt Vucount Encombe = Hea Fraser Sir Ernest Stowell Scott KCMC"" Winifred Kathleen Broderick, died 1990 

J died 1900 r,p j · 
John Scott,. 4th Erl of Eldon • Mary Fraser 
GCVO, Lord in Waiting I dau of Lord 
to ICING GEORGE IV . Lovat 

John/o.er,h N"JCholu Scott, 5th • Claudine Olga 
and present .Earl of Eldon, born I Columba 1931 __ . ____ __._ 

John~ Thomas Marie 
JoNpll C.olwnba Fidelit, Vl.ea>unt 
Ena>mbe, bom 1962 

Anna {married) Margaret (divorced) 

Osmond, born 1876, died 1948 = Mary Cecilia (died 1941) daugher of Cdr Dudley Charles Stuart 

Lt Col Harold Eldon Scott= Daphne Josephine (died 1985), dau of Col Fitzha?dinge Hancock of Cogham Hall 

1 r 
' David Eldon Scott, born 1937, of Corfe Castle, Dorset = Clover dau of Judge Sydney Henry Noakes JP 

I • I 
Rupert Eldon, born 1967 Henry Eldon, born 1969 

~ .... ________ ....,;....;. ____________________________________________ .....J 
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DESCINT OP THE EARLS OF ELDON, Lords of Ame and Westport 

WDUamScott, meichant of Newcastle Upon Tyne, • 
diedl'76 

r 
William Scott,. DCl..,Judge in Court of 
Adminalty, ~ 1821, Baron Stowell, 
died 1836; his only son pre-deceased him 
by"'° months 

t 
Henry 

Ja~; dau of Henry Atkinson, grand-daughter 
of John Lawson of Longhirst, Northumberland 

. l 
John Scott, born 1751, Lord Chancellor 1807-1827, created 
Baron Eldon, Co Durham (1799), created Viscount Encombe 
of Dorset, and Earl of Eldon (1821), died 1838 

= Elizabeth, dau of Aubone Surtees 
of Newcastle 

1Jm Scottr died 1805 = Henrietta Elizabeth, dau of Sir Matthew White Ridley Bt, ancestor of the present Viscount 
Ridley, KG, Lord Lieutenant of Northumberland, and brother to the late Nicholas Ridley, 
Cabinet Minister in the Government of Margaret Thatcher 

l 
John, 2nd Earl of Eldon, = Hon Louisa Duncombe, dau of 1st Baron Feverham 

died 1854 ' died 1852 

I 
John, 3nf Earl of Eldon, 
died 1926 

]OJ VJSCXnmt Encombe 
died1938 

= 
l 
= 

John! 4th Earl of Eldon, GCVO = 
Grand Officer, Legion of 
Honour, died 1976 

I 
John Joseph Nicholas, 5th and = 
present Earl of Eldon 

Henrietta Minna, dau of Captain Henry Tumor 

Hon Mary Laura Fraser, 
dau of 13th Lord Lovat. 
died 1946 

Fot other sons all of whom manied and had issue 

Hon Magdalen-Mary Charlotte Hdn Michael Simon, married and has issue 
Fraser, dau of 14th Lord I.ovat 

Count~ Claudine de Hon Simon Peter Scott 
Montjoye-Vaufry 

Eldon 
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~be 1.orbsbip of arne 
leorset 

ARNB is most likely the, Saxon AErn , an abode, place, secret 
place. This Manor and little village, consisting of about 14 
houses, lies four miles cast of Wareham, and is a tythlng of it­
self in the hundred of Hasler, The soil is sand and heath, but 
since the beginning of the 19th century much improved by im­
ported chalk, so that the ground that i-oducod only rye now 
affords good crops of wheat. barley and oats. The part that lies 
on the river is marshy, The village Is a mile distance from 
Poole Bay, almost opposite Poole. Ame, or Cold Point. is • 
bllllk of gravel, or small pebbles, and extends north-west inlO 
the bay towards Poole; Russell Point shoots out to the north­
west; Ame Bay is included between Ame and Shipstol Points. 

In the tithe map this parish is staled to contain 2,617 acres, 342 
arable, 497 pasture and meadow, 14 woods and nine homcst.cads, 
and the remaining 1,754 acres, plantations and heath. 

AnM! is bowtdcd on the cast, west and north by the waters and 
mudlands of the estuary, and its shores arc deeply indented and 
broken by numerous small bays. On the south the Manor abuts 
Corfe Castle. At the cxucrne north, a long narrow tongue ,hoots 
out with an abrupt bend castwar~ into the estuary, terminating 
in Patchins or Pagans Point. 

It does not occur in Domesday Boole, being i-obably included 
in the survey of Wareham. It belonged to the moiwtcry of 
Shaf1estbury before the time of Richard II; when or by whom it 
wu given docs not appear. In the rental of Shaftesbury Rcgis­
cei-. Ame is said to be two hides divided inlO 15 parts; there 24 
tenants all of whom had plumbi; plumbus signifies a ticket. 
properly called muallus, and the tenants, i-oducing their tick­
ets, were admitted on one or more public days to a dinner in the 
abbey. 

In 1316 the sheriff returns the abbeu of Shaftesbury as Lord of 
the town&hip of • Ame cum Blachyngworth. • 

The Lordship was granted. in 1555 10 Edward Neville, and in 
1665 he had licence 10 alienate it IO Nicholas Cadbury and his 
heirs, valued at £6. 14s. 4d. In 1571, it was held by Eleanor 
Bruggs, la1e wife of William Cadbury. 

Rivers 

In 1578. Nicholas Cadbury, 11 hi1 dl!ath, wu seized of it and 20 
houses and 60 acres of land in Worgrel and Westport. He left 
three daughl.crl his co-heirs, Joan, Agnes, and Edith. 22 Eli1.a­
beth, Joan, one of the co-heirs of Nicholas Cadbury, held it. 
value 71. 8s. 8d. In 1584, Wtlliam Pill, in right of Edith his 
wife, held iL It was granted lO William Pitt, who seems 10 have 
bought the right of the other co-heiresses, and tl,is grant might 
be procured to strengthen his title lo the whole. It belonged in 
1795 10 George Lord Rivers, the third Baron Rivers, whose son, 
George Pitt, the fourth Baron, sold it in 1850 to John Scott. SCG­

ond Earl of Eldon. Sec Eldon family note on page xxix and 
descents on pages 38 - 40. 

Near the centre of the village stands a small chapel dedicated lO 

SL Nicholas, almost al the foot of a Sleep hill: ii consists of a 
body and chancel wtdcr one roof. There is no tower; the small 
bell which hung up at the west end having round the top lhis 
inscription-

ID: RRT 1025 (for 1625) LOVE GOD 

ha.s been 141ccn down. The architecrure is Early-English. lhe 
style prevalent in the 13th century. On the south side are • 
porch and a buttress, between which is a square-headed win­
dow of two trefoilcd lights, • Perpendicular insertion. The re­
maining windows, including that at the east end, which is a trip­
let, arc Early-Englu.h of a rude de3c:ription, which seems lo malt 
the date of the building to be about 1220. It is worthy of a 
remarlc, that the heads of each of these windows are hewn out of 
single 110ncs only: at the wt end there are two 19th century 
buttresses. Over the altar is a bracket, and on the south side a 
piscinL A linen cloth is still preserved, which was given to th.is 
chapel by William Wake, rector of Holy Trinity and Saint 
Michael's, distinguished by his loyalty and suffering during the 
Civil War. It is wrought with the emblems of the Trinity with 
blue silk. very evenly and beautifully, in a curious stitch. 

-"f\EY Af? 

~ ~~TH ~~D~ 
-<."F£ IS NOrJ"-•THE • 1 
ul ;4."FE AND SON_a, 
~ ~ 

NICHOLAs:· 1N ARNE 

St Nicholas in Arne, by William Wake, 1661 
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ffl::be ~aronp of 3Jbecolpan 
QI:o ;ffleatb, 3Jrelanb 

IVECOLYAN was part or the great Ubcrty or Mead\ (which 
extended hr beyond the present borders of the modmt oounty) 
and was granted by Henry ll 10 Hugh de Lacy, Bari of Lincoln 
and Ulster. The King's Charter to Earl Hugh is among the 
Oormanston papers at the National Ubrary in Dublin: 

Hairy King of England &.chas granltdtoHugh tkl.Acyforhis 
ttn>ice die land of Meath with ils appurtenances by t~ strvict 
of S09 Knights to hold to him and his heirs as Murcard Ha 
Mulachlyn Mld it or any olho before him. And for incrta.re to 
the gift all f us whiclt he has or shall acquirt aboUI Dublin, 
while he is the King's Bailiff (Governor), to do service to the 
King aJ his city of Dublin. 

Hugh's great gteat grandfather, Walter, had attended William 
the Conqueror in lhe invasion of England almost 1'20years be­
fore. Waltez's grandson, also Hugh, invaded Wales in the early 
years of Henry l's reign. The de Lacys, therefore, me a prime 
example oh family for whom the art of war was the only legili• 
mate pursuit of profit for anyone with noble ambitions. This 
was the laiub of the chivalric code that emerged in the French 
heartland between the Somme and the Meuse from about 1100 
onwards. It was not enough to live well Any successful mer­
chant or money lender might do that. One had to live nobly and 
one thing on which all the chroniclers are agreed is thal the noble 
caste of knighlS knew how to fight and to live nobly on the 
profits of fighting. 

Hugh de Lacy 

Hugh de Lacy, however, incurred the King's wrath for in 1181 
he nwried the King of Cormaught's daughter (hea-name is un­
known), without Henry ll's consent, and was stripped of the 
govanonhip of Dublin. Pour years Iller, he wu murdered by 
one Malvo Miadak:h. •• mean penon', in revenge for the sever­
ity wilh which he Ire.lied Ille workmen who had built his castle 
in Mudl. Hugh I wu succeeded by two sons, the eldest, Walter, 
and Hugh n. Rugh ll wu CODllilwed Constable of Ireland and 
obtained lb Blrldom of Ularer from King John in 1205 for be­
iraying John de Cowcy, the ancestor of the present Baron 
Kinpa1e. The grant of Ille Barldom, the earliest auch found for 
Ireland. is among the Oonnansion Archive papers at the Na­
liorw (..ibnry: 

(John son oO King Henry, ~i~g of England, lord ff lrtfivid 
Duu of Normandy a,uJ Aqwtame, Count of Anjou, has gr111to1 
to Hugh de Losey for his homage and service all tht lfllld 
Ulster. with all its appurtenanus, o/which he has glrJ hunZ 
be Earl ... 

de Lacy 

Hugh ll himself fell foul of that irascible King and was ban­
ished the country. He obtained a grant of Meath and ilS M1110rs­
from King John. Walter married Margaret, daughter of Will­
iam de Braose, Lord of "the kingdom of Limerick" in the reign 
of Henry Il (1154-89). William had also inherited greet tracts 
of land from his grandmother, the daughter of the Earl of Hae­
ford In 1209, King John sought hostages from his nobility, 
England having been placed under papal interdict and the Kill& 
fearing that Pope Innocent m might release the Barons of !heir 
oaths of loyalty to the Crown. John was in dispute with lhe 
Pope about high Church appointments in England, pllllicul•IY 
over the papal nomination of the Archbishop of C111terbuiy, 
Slephen Langton, whom the King barred from the country. 11 
wu not just a matter, u in other counlries, of John ~crting 
royal authority, it wu also a matter of money, the King needing 
the 'usufruct' (the income) of the archiepiscopal see ofCanll!r· 
hwy while it remained vacanL When John's commissiooen 
arrived to seize the Braose children, Lady Maud peremptorilY 
told them that she would not enlnlst any of her sons lo • King 
who had murdered his own nephew, Prince Arthur ofBritlllll~· 
Whereupon, the Bnoses fled to Ireland. Another story has 11 

that John pwtlshed de Braose for his CTUelty in killing 3,000 
Welsh. Matthew of Westminster relates another story: 

Kingsale 
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DESCENT OF DE LACY 

Walla-de Lacy or Lacy, Baron de Lacy by rawre 
c:mie to England widl William die Conqueror, 1 '171 
ob1089 

Ropr de Lacy, 2nd Baron 
Webb lands given to bis 

. biodxlafta bis punishment 
. r,,,p Wm Rufus 

r 

Hu~ 3rd Baron. founder of 
Uuuhom Abbey, 
dsp before 1121 

Walta, in Holy Orders, Abbot 
dsp 1139 

Emm, o, Emm,Hn• J 1 

GiJbat de Lacy, 4dl Baron. assumed name de Lacy j. 7 

I Buc1a m Lacy. SIil Baron • (1) Rabies (Rose) de Monemue (Monmouth) 
(2) Rose O'Conor, dau of Roderic O'Conor, King of C0Maugh1 

RJsea = Gilben de Nugent 
Jullicimy of .Malh. I: 1186 

:Wall.irde Lacy. • Margaret or Marion. Rob=rt, died 
... _ 

1 

... .,w-_ .. 11nm, ...... 1234 
·obl241 -- - -

I I I 
GiJbat de Lacy ts Isabel JC.aiherine Egidia l"' Richard 

de Burgo 
or Burgh 

Hugh
0

de Lacy 
EadofUlsicr 
ob 1242 ' 

(1) Lesceline, dau or Elayne = Richard de 
Benram de Verndon Beaufoi 

(2) Emmeline, dau & co 
heiress of Walter de 
Riddles ford 

Matilda = David (Fitzwilliam) A ciau = Alan, Earl I FitzGerald, Baron of Naas of Galloway 

From whom two Barons of Naas, William de Londres 
& lhe Presrons of Gormanstown (see later pedigrees) 

A dau'ghter = William 
Fitz.Alan 

Walter Roger 

Walrer de Lacy• 7 dau of Mqan:t a Jolvl de Va-don Malilda • Geoffrey de Oenneville Wall~ de Burgo, er Earl of Uls1ci-- Avelina. dau of 
'lbeobald Jnheriled moieiy of Lordship of lnheriled moiety of Lordship of Mcalh, 1264, ob 1271 l John FitzGeoffry 
Buder Meath, Castle of Trim Castle of Trim 

,--- _____ _Jll ..... _____ _ 

~~'-4 
~ 

de Lacy 

William de Lacy = ? dau of 
k in battle 1233 I Llcwc)yn 

From whom the 
Princes of Wales 

Agn..:s = Hauy Ncttctvcn 

fflllllline ~ Theobud de Verdon. Juslicm in 1314, and in lhe female From whom lhe Mortim'ers. Earls of March. & Richard Plantagenet 
lbe families of Nevill. Talbot. Howard. & Stourion Duke of York, father of Edward IV 

, 
Ancestors of Earls of Qanricarde 

1lio'nw(7) 

M-----------------------------------------------------
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Jord, rather than that of Sovereign (indeed Henry vm it lhe 
first King of England lo describe himself u King of Ireland) 
King John ~~ Dominus Jlibernae (Lord of Ireland) and is_; 
styled in the grant of Conn aught lo Walter de Lacy, the brother 
ofHugh de Lacy Il in 1205. To appreciate lhe si1Ualion of Herry 
D and his successors, we must approach it from lhe more cen­
tral point of historians, such as Sir James Ramsay, who show 
that the ()()fltincntal possessions of the King, as head of the House 
of Anjou, were far more extensive than his English lands and 
that his title 10 Touraine, Maine, Brittany, and other Angevin 
states wu far beucr, and his control and possession there f• 
more effective, than in any part of the British I.sics ouuide En­
gland proper. As Henry wu content to be Overlord of his vari­
ous Angevin dominions, so he was content 10 be Overlord of 
such parts of Ireland as his Feudal Barons could conquer for 
him, These feudal tics were crucial and prevented the great 
Nonnan leaders from giving continued attention to Ireland. when 
(as in the case of the De Lacys) possessions in England or 
Nonnandy involved duty of service there. 

The noble lady Maud, wife of William de Braosc, with W'alliam, 
their son and heir, wue miserably famished at W'andsor, by the 
(X)1111Jl&nd of King John; and William, her husband. c,caplng 
from Scorham. put himself into the habit of a beggar, and pri­
vately getting beyond sea. died soon after at Paris. 

Maud and William 11e said to have been 11ArVed to death by the 
King at Wmdsor, Their surviving daughter, Matilda, married 
Geoffrey de Ocynvlll, or Oenevillc. Ocofucy wu blother to 
lhe Sire de Joinville, lhe chronicler, whose history of St Louis, 
King Louis IX of Prance. is in Penguin paperbaclc. Joinville 
aocompmying the King on crusade to Tunisia. where he died in 
l 270 and is buried under a large sarcophagUJ in Tunis. Matilda 
brought brought considerable holdings in Lcinstcr, including the 
Barony of lvccolyan. Her daughter and heiress, also Matilda, 
married William de Londrcs, Baron of Londrcs. In 1381, Eliza• 
beth. daughter and llcircss of the last de Londrcs in the male 
line married Christopher Preston. ancestor or the present holder 
of Ivecolyan, V1Scount Gorrnanston, whose descent is as fol­
lows: 

DFSCENT OF GENEVILLE 

Peter de Oencvillc of Provence, living 1244 
brother(?) of John de Joinvillc 
chronicler to St Louis IX King of France, died 1249 

I 
Geoffrey de Geneville, 
Lord of Trim. died 1307 

• (2) Matilda. daughter 
of Walter De Lacy 

Peter Sir Simon de Oeneville, = Joanna, 
Lord of Culmullin Lady of Culmullin 

I 
I 

Three daughters of whom Bllzabeth muricd Sir William de Loundics 
(See Oormanstoa Pedigree) 

To undemmd the position and achievements of the great Norman 
leaders such u the De Llcys and to grasp the true coune of 
IrishhistorY, we must bear in mind that these immense grllllS of 
land and Palatine pdvilcgcs in Meath, for example, 'Wel'O largely 
spoc:ulative. in the sense that tho subjects of the gift were aeJ. 
dom at the time of the grant in the King's possession or power, 
but had to be won and held by Ibo sword of tho donee and his 
followers. The clesc:ription of the grant of Ulster to John de 
Courcy in lheSong ofDermoubows that it wu left to the gnn1ee 
to mab effectual his dominion avet tho lands given: 

To one John he granted Ulster. 
If be could conquer it by force: 
John de C-ouzcy WU his nune, 

44 

Wbo afterwllda lllfrercd nuny a lrOUblo !here. 

AIIOChcr upect of Ibo coaqueai. which only recent historians 
laave bloupl out clearly, 1boW1111 that tho nJation of Henry B 
and Im early IUCCIIIClrlto bil IJlllfeeS, wu thatof Pcudal Over-

Thus we see the De Lacys and others of tltc King's vassals in 
Ji:e~ ~equently summoned lo his French possessions to help 
him DI his w~ or to put down revolt. and this meant a consr.mt 
change of Irish govcmon and administrators. Hugh de~ 
tho. first of that name who came to Ireland, wu one of ~ 
enun~ fi_ued to reconcile lhe interests of the invaders and 
the nalive Irish. ~ already noted. he married an Irish wife. the 
d111ghtcr ?f Rod_enc or Rory O'Connor, King of ConnaughL 
The chrorucler Giraldus Cambrensis (Gerald of Wales) although 
a P'llZDerald, spew glowingly of the liberality and courtesy 
with w~ H~gh won the hearts of the Irish people, and drew 
round him lhcar natural leaders. The rirst of tho De r --· 
who •---n in 11 •• 1:.1. 1,:,.~ , .._., JUUllO 

-rr-• ~• :-;.r IS Walter de Lacy (somelimos 
spelt Lucy, or Luci), Lillle IS known of his oriain ~cepc lhat 

~o= ~ ~• or Lassy, in the Canton of CondHur• 
ue, ornwidy. Walter 10COmpanied the ConqUCIIOI' 

into England ~ ~066 ~ acquired largo CltaleS on tho Welsh 
border, lhe principal being Bwyu Lacy, Staunlon Lacy, and 
LucDow. Probably, lhe grant of these lands entitled him .,; a 



O'Connor 

Feudal Barony in England, !hough he retained the name of his 
Nonnan Seignory - at any rate, we find his descendants rocog. 
nized as Barons in England. Walter's death is variously given 
as 1084, 1085, and 1089. Walter's brother, or cousin, Ilbcrt also 
came ov~ with William the Conqueror and bec:ame possessed 
of the now Royal Barony of PonteCract and many other Manors 
in Yorkshire. A descendant ofllbcrt's, John de Lacy, Constable 
of Ches~, was appointed jointly with Richard de Bee. custo­
dian of Dublin Castle, and John's grandson afterwards becl!llle 
Earl of Lincoln. 

Walter de Lacy had three sons: Robert or Roger, Hugh, md 
Walter, and a daughter, Emma or Emmeline. Robert or Roger 
succeeded his father as second Baron de Lacy, in Normandy, 
but after his rebellion againstWilliamll Rufus (1087•1100) (in 
which he was joined by his cousin Robert de Lacy, Lord of 
Pontefract), his lands were seized by the Crown in 1091, and 
granted to his brother Hugh who became third Baron, and died 
sometime before 1121. Thenextbrother, Walter, was Abbot or 
St Peter's Abbey, Gloucester, and died unmarried in 1139. The 
fourth Baron was Oilbcrt. lhc sonof P.mma, and nephew or Hugh. 
the thiJd Baron. Emma's husband's name is not known, but 
Gilbert assumed the De Lacy name and succeeded lo the Bar• 
ony, and early example of acquisition jure wcori.r; or perhaps 
ralher the correct intetpretalion is that the posseaaion of feudal 
lands, in days when tenure was all important, entitled the holder 
to lhe feudal rank of Buon. Gilbert wu succeeded by his son 
Hugh as fifth Baron de Lacy. The English lands of his father 
seem to have been for a time in the King '1 hands, but they were 
recovered before 1163, and in 1165 Hugh had possession of 
more than 58 Knights' Fees in Shropshire. It wu this Hugh 
who came over to Ireland with Richard de Clare in the first 
Anglo-Norman invasion of ll69. Hugh seems lo have had 1 

sister, Rosca, whom he married to Gilbert de Nugent, fustBuon 
of Delvin, which family is now represented by the Bari or 
Wmtmcadl. Hugh died In 1186 and by hia fint wife, Rohcis, 
or Rose de Monemue (Monmoulh), he had four sons: (1) Walter, 
who succeedrd him in theB1J011y of De Lacy and in the Seignory 
of Ccnnaught and Meath; (2) Hugh. aeated Earl of Ulster in 
1205; and two other ION (vilu pedigree at the end of this his­
ro,y). 

ffu,Ji I wu lhree times Jlllticiar (Governor) of Ireland for lhe 
Eqlish Kina - 1172-3, 1177-82, and Hugh ll followed suit In 
1208 for Kina John. Tho LordlhJpofMeath, whJch wu granied 

in 1172 and is partially quoted above, comprised. it is estimated, 
some 800,000 acres, covering the modern county of Meath, to• 
gethcr with extensive portion, of Cos Westmeath. Offaly, and 
Longford. Hugh II obtained further grants in 1205 in Cormaght 
(CoMaught), and the flllTlily enjoyed princely jurisdiction over 
about 20% of Ireland. In Meath, they levied their own armed 
forces; made peace and war, with litl1e interference &om lhe 
Crown; held l11eir own courts for civil and criminal cues; col­
lected their own revenues, and made large feudal subgrants to 
their nominees, whose tenure entil1ed them in many cues to the 
rank of Baron • a position recognized in the families of lhe 
fcudntories for centuries, and in several cases acknowledged by 
the Crown as the root of title to a Parliamentary Peerage. 

The ultimate heir to Walter and Hugh II was Gilbert. who had 
two daughters and heiresses, Margaret and Matilda, who parti­
tioned their lands and held a moiety of lhe Lordship of Meath -
lhe former getting Westmeath and the latter Meath. References 
in Sweetman's Calendar md the Oormanston Calendar seem 
to show conclusively that each or these moieties in lhe daugh• 
tcrs and their heirs were recognized as separate Lordships, the 
holders of which enjoyed in their respective territories the same 
palatine powers and jurisdiction as were exercised in the undi­
vided Lordship. 

The Lordship or CoMaught, like that of Meath, was consider­
ably greater than lhe present province of the same name. "Por 
his homage and service" also throws light on the feudal struc­
ture, for it was possible for an Earl to owe service to another 
Lord for his lands.just as most medieval Kings of England owed. 
and performed. service to lhe medieval Kings of France, often 
in person, though usually as heirs to the English Tiuone and not 
as Kings regnanL As already noticed in the De Lacy pedigree, 
Hugh was succeeded briefly by his broth~, then by his daugh­
ter md heiress. Matilda, who married David FitzWUliarn. third 
Baron of Naas (pronounced Nace). 

Fitzgerald 

From this marriage were ultimately descended in the female 
line the Prcstons ofOormanston. who thus represent the Barons 
of Ivccolyan, and also the other Matilda. the senior coheiress of 
lhe senior male line of Mauricci FitzOcrald. first Baron of Naas. 
lhe senior line of the Irish Pil1:0cralds. The Le Poers. who com­
pleted the Preston holding in Connaught in 1414. allo camo to 
Ireland with Richard de Claro. in the penon of Sir Roger de la 
Poer. OeraJd or Walea, say• or him that "there WU not a mall 

who did more valiant acu than Roger le Poer. who. although he 
wore young and beardless, yec ho sbewod himlelf a lus'.)', val­
ianl, and courageo111 1entlem111, and who pew into such 1ood 



OacEN'f OF THE INHERITANCE OF MAUllICE, SON OF GERALD, BARON OF NAAS 

Mamicc.lOftofGmld. Baron of Nau & Wicklow 

~ Balon of Nus.inherited his r~·s = 
in Ireland and Wales, ob cirea 1226 property 1 Mahaut de Pon1earc11 

r ~ -
David. Bmal of Nau = Matilda de Lacy. dau of Hugh de Lacy Earl of Ulster 

• • - • • •• I and his first wile Lecielina de VeniolL Matilda brings 
~ the Barony of Conan inlo the Geraldines 

William Matilda = John the Bwcr · I 
I 

ob 1303, living ]304 

3 sons Malilda = William de Londres 

dsp 

1 

- tbc l ob 1314 BaroayofCunn 
D110 the be Loodres 

r 
Williamdel..ondres ~exanda.del.oM~ 

~r~~~ 
ob Jr gave his projieny. after 

• his own life. to William 
deLondres 

William de Londzes 

Gilda Alice 

obl386 

l r 
John 
dsp 

T 
Elizabedi. brings the = 

Barony of Conan 
i.alo lbe Plesrons. 

Chr de Preston Maiiaret = John Brune 

Viscounts Gonn'anston 

T 
William MJmc.c 

Preston 
T 

Johanna= Walter Lenfant T 
Rosia ;= Gerald de Rupe 1 

:-•mr~~~ 

. 

George de Rupe Milo, gave his Philip 
property IO his 

John de Rupe. gave his 
property to John Gtaunseu 

ob 1335 

brother, Philip 

r 
Pcttoca ~ Edmund Pouere, 

or Le Poer 

Robert Pouere, who gave !llll(U 
in the neighbowhood of Naas and 
Sligo to Thomas Brit, who conveyed 
it10 Sir Christopher Preston, 1414 

~T 
John Byne 



c;rcdit, 1hat he had lhe govemmcnl of 1he country aboul Lcighlin, 
as also in Ossory, where he wu traitorously killed", Bdmund 
p0ucrc mentioned in the pedigree was the brother of Nichblu 
Le Poet whose son Peter was created Lord Le Poer, Baron of 
Curraghmorc., by Henry VI in 1452. Hi, descendant, Richard 
Power (sic) was advanoed to I.he Viscountcy of Decies and Earl­
dom orTyrone in 1673. The family are now represented by the 
cighlh Marquess ofWalerford, John De La Poet Beresford, and 
have changed Power back to the Anglo-Norman spelling. 

Le Poer 

We now tum back to the Prestons. Sir Robert Preston was cre­
ated Y-1S00unlof Oormanston in 1478, the oldest Irish VISCOuntcy. 
He was Lord Deputy of Ireland in lhe reign of Edward IV when 
the King's son, Richard, Duke ofYorlc - who was murdered in 
lhe Tower of London by Richard m -held the sinecure post of 
Lord LieuienanL The Oonnanstons suffered somewhat in the 
16th cenrury for their adhesion lO lhc Catholic cause and tem­
porarily lost their land$ to Lord Deputy Skeffington. now tepre­
scnted by VJSCOW11 Massereene and Fenard. 

The Oormanstons survived the plantations of Elizabeth and 
James I, but espoused the forlorn cause of James ll who wu 
dethroned in 1689. The seventh Viscowll was indicted for high 
treason and outlawed in 1691, although he had died the month 
before publicadon of his ban. Ninety-nine years later, the fam­
ily were restored in blood and thrive to this day. The Barony of 
Ivecolyan is located near Oormanston Cutle in eartem Co 
Meath. TheOonnanston Registu Jw bun published and a copy 
is available for inspection at the Manorial Society of Great Brit­
ain. 
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DESCENT OF THE VISCOUNTS GORMANSTON, Barons of Ivecolyan, co Meath 

Philip de Preston 

I 
Preston 

I 
Roger de Preston 

I 
Sir Robert Preston. 1st Baron Gormanston = Margaret, dau of Walter de Bermingham, Lord of Carbery 

I 

Sir huistopher Preston, 2nd Baron Gormanston • Elizabeth, dau and heiress of William de Loundres 

I 
I 

Christopher Preston, 3rd Baron Gormanston "' Jane D' Artols 

Sir Robert Preston, 1st Viscount Gormanston, ob 1503 = Janet, dau of Sir Richard Molyneux 

Sir William Preston, 2nd Vlsrount Gormanston, ob 1532 r Anne Burnell 

I 
Jenico, 3rd VLSCX>unt Gormanston, ob 1569 j Catherine, dau of 9th Earl of Kildare 

I 
Christopher, 4th Viscount Gormanston, ob 1599 • Catherine Fitzwilliam 

Jenico, 5th Visa>unt Corm.anston, ob 1630 • Margaret, dau of Nicholas St Lawrence, Lord Howth 

Nicholas, 6th V1sa>unt Gormanston • Mary, dau of 1st Viscount Bamewall of Kingsland 

I I 
Jenlco, 7th VlS(X)unt, who having adhered to the lost cause of James II was indicted and outlawed for treason in 1691. 
He was succeeded by his nephew 

Jenico, 8th VlS(X)unt Gormanston 
aucx:eeded by his brother 

I 

Andrew, 9th Viscount Gormanston • Mary Preston 

I 
Jenlc.o, 10th V1SOOunt Gormanston, ob 1751 • Thomasine, dau of Baron Trimelstown 

Anthony, 11th Viac:x,unt Gormanston, ob 1786 • Henrietta Robinson 

jenico, 12th VISOOunt Gormanston, ob 1860 • Margaret, dau of 2nd Viscount SouthweU 

Edward, 13th Vlsa>untCormanston • LuaetiaJemingham 

Jenko, 14th Vila>unt CormaNton • Georgina Connellan 

I I 
Jenkx>, 15th Viscount Cormuton, ob 1925 j Eileen, dau of General Rt Hon Sir William Butler 

I 7 16th Vila>unt Cormamton, ob 1940 J Pamela, granddau of 9th Earl of Denbigh 

Jenicio Nlcholu Dudley Pr.ton, 17th and nnount Vlaco Co 
JvemJyan r-• unt rmanston, Premier Visa>unt of Ireland and Baron of 

---
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DESCENT OFllfE NUGENTS, EARLS OF WESTMEATif 

Pulk de BeUeme, Lord of Nogent.Normandy, accompanied William the Conquerorat the Battle of Hastings (1066), was succceeded by his son, Gilbert, who was sua:eeded by his son 
Fulk, who was father to Sir Gilbert, mentioned in the text. Gilbert's two cousins were respectively Barons of Delvin and Gilbert's son, Hugh, subsequently had a grant of the Lordship 
of Bracldyn.. Westmeath. 

Hugh de Nugent = Theffania 

··~ 
Hugh•? 

;_J 
Nicholas, living 1325 = ? 

J r 
Richard de Nugent = Juliana. dau and heir of Nicholas Drake of Albrytestown, Meath 

j 
r 

Nicholas Nugent = Judith, dau of Thomas Dillon of Cuirin 

=Lt.l"'I t ~ m~ ~ 

living 1391 I 
~ Nugent, from whom descend the Sir William Nugent. 9th Baron Delvin = Katherine, dau and sole heir of John FitzJohn, 8th Baron Delvin, acquired in marriage 
Princes and Counts Nugent of Austria jurt uxor, living 1402 I by his ancestor with the daughter and heiress of Richard Nugent 

I 
Richard Nugent. 10th Lord DeJvin = Katherine, dau of Thomas Drake of Carlanstown, Meath 
ob before 1475 j 

Jazn:es Nugent. 4r,p 1450 = Elizabeth, dau of Sir Robert Holywood of Artane, Co Dublin 

J r 
Cluistopher, 11th Lord Delvin, ob 1483 7 Elizabeth, dau of Robert Preston (Viscount Gonnanston?) 

RK!wd, l2lh Lmd Dehm, ,ib 15>7 i """'11a,dau of Gerald, "1d sm, of Gerald, Em of Kihlm 

I 
Sir Ouistopher, dvp 1531 .. Marian, dau of 15th Baron Howth 

1 
~'--------------------------------------------------------1 
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~,-----------------------------, 

r 
Richard, 13th Lord Delvin, ob 1559 • Elizabeth, widow of Thomas Nangle, and daughter of 3rd Viscount Gonnanston 

I I 
Ouiitq:,her, 14th Loni Delvin, received huge grants from Queen Eli7.abeth • Mary, dau of 11th Earl of Kildare; she obtained a confirmatory grant of James I in 1609-10 
m Longford and Westmeath, ob 1602 / 

I 
Richard, aealed Earl of Westmeath, ob 1641 ~ Jane, dau of 9th Lord Killeen and sister of 1st Earl of Fingall 

Olristopher, Lord Delvin, dr,p 1625 • Anne, dau of 1st Earl of Anbim 

Rkhanl. 2nd Earl of Westmeath • Mary, dau of Sir Thomas Nugent of Moyrath, Baronet 
ol,J68C I 

1 
Thomas of Pallas, Co Galway from whom Anthony Francis Nugent, 
9th Earl of Westmeath (infra) 

j . 

Ouistopher, Lord Delvin, dr,p before 1680 = Maly, dau of Richard Butler of Kilcash, niece to 1st Duke of Ormonde 

l 
Ridwd,, 3n:I Earl of Westmeath Thomas, 4th Earl of Westmeath .. MaJgaret, dau of John, 5th Earl of Westmeath = Margaret, dau of Count Molza of Modena, Italy 
ol,saan17J4 ob 1752 John, Lord BelJew ob 1754 [ 

I 
Tho.mas, 6th .Earl of Westmeath KP, ob 1792 = (1) Mary, dau of Walter Durand Stapleton 

I (2) Catherine, dau of H~ While of Pitchfordstown, Co Kildare 

ru _ rn 
I I 

Ridwd,, Lord Delvin, kilJed in a duel, 1761 George Frederick, 7th Earl of Westmeath = (1) Marianne, dau of James St John Jeffreys of Blarney Castle, Co Cork 
ob 1814 I (2) Lady Elizabeth Moore, dau of 1st Marquess of Drogheda 

,.---------------------------' 
Geolge Thomas John, 8th Earl of Westmeath, created Marquess of Westmeath, 1_822, ob 1871 without issue 

Anthony Francis Nugent, 9th Earl of Westmeath, ob 1879 = Anne Catherine, dau of Malachy Daly of Raford, Co Galway 

l 

: 
' 

I I 
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William St George, 10th Earl of Westmeath, ob 1883 7 Emily Margaret, dau of Andrew William Blake DL JP of Furbough, Co Galway 

Anthony Francis, 11th Earl of Westmeath, dsp 1933 

r 

William Andrew Nugent 
killed in action, 1915 

William Anthony Nugent, 13th and present Earl of Westmeath 

Westmeath 

Gilbert Oiarles, 12th Earl of Westmeath = Doris, dau of Charles ImJach 
ob 1971 j 

JIL-------------------------------------------------------------------------.J 
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Qtbe 1Lorb9'f)tp of iJBrapcott 
118erbp~bt re 

nns MANOR and village b 1i111ated on the bank of lhe river 
Derwent. about a mile north-west of Church Wilne. just of the 
A6005 road near Broas ton. It wu untiJ recently the property of 
the Bart of Harrington. As happened with many of the towns 
and villages in this area. the originaJ small agricullural settle­
ment expanded greatly during the Industrial Revolution and 
J«Ved the Nottingham eouon and laco industry. A renowned 
eufy industrialis1, Mr Towle. folDlded the first cotton mill here 
in 1800 and at one time there was a silk miD. 

1bc Lordship is iroupcd with Sawley and Hopwcll in Domesday 
Book, compiled in 1086 as an "inventory" oflands and owners 
in England. Wtlliam the Conqueror wanted lo know what he 
~ad and who held iL The Domesday commissioncra, therefore, 
listed Jands in dispute, for Domesday was not only a tu assess­
ment. To the King's grandson, Bishop Henry ofW111ehcstcr, its 
puzposc was that every "man should know his right and not uswp 
~ther's", and because ii wu the final authoritative register of 
nghtfu) possession "the natives called it Domesday Boole. by 
analogy from the Day oUudgmcnt" - the ''Last Thnnpof Doom". 
Domesday Boole dcscnbcs Old English society under new man­
agement in minute statistic dewL Foreign lords had lalccn over 
but little cJsc had changed. The chief landowners and thos; 
who held from them arc named, and the rest of the population 
w~ counted. Most of them lived in villages. whose houses 
mi&ht be clustend together, or dispcncd among their fields. 
Villages wcz-e grouped together in administrative districts called 
hundreds, which Conned regions within slur• or counti• which 
survicc today with minor adjustments. The local assemblies, 
lbou&Jt ovenhadowed by Lards great and small, gave men a 
Yoic:e. which the commissioners heeded. Many holdings were 
described by the Nonnan tenn mana-iwn (Manor) and varied 
gready in size and sttucrure. from tiny homesteads to vut hold­
ings. 

In the present cue., rbe Lordship wu held by the Bishop of 
Chestec who, af&cr the King. wu one of the biggest landowners 
in Derbyshire. Domesday records that the Bishop had three 
ploughs of his own. while 29 villagers and 13 smallholders had 
13 ploughs between them. There wu a priest and there were 
two churcbca. There wu a mill, worth 20 shillings, a fuhe,y, 
and 30 acres of meadow. There wu woodland pasture measur­
ing cbree furlonBS by one furlong (approx 330 yards by 110 yards) 
and lhere was a small water meadow. TIie populaticn wu per­
haps about 200, quite large for the time. 

It is uncenain whedier Draycou passed to the Prcbcnt of Sawley, 
along widl the Manors of Sawley and W'dne, when the Income 
from these Lordships was awarded lo the Treasurer of Lichfield 
Ca!hedral in 1255, but it catainly remained under the control of 
lbe Bishop of Clater. At lhc diaolution of the monasteries in 
lbc reign of Henry vm (15()1)-47), Draycou wu allotted 1o the 
new Proca&anl Bi,hopl of Chester in whom it remained until 
lbe Civil W• in lhe 16401 when lhe (Puritan) P•liamcnt or­
dered lbe sale or all epilcopel lands for the Commonwoalth. 
Known IO bia&ory • die IAng P•llament. ll WU dw body thal 
poMCUlod lbe""J!n&ll,h RoYoludon" and broughlCbarlos J 10 I 
Madyr'• deadl ID 1649, Tbe Royalil& memben withdrew In 
16'2 and --~ ~ "ri&h&·win&" wn purged 
by Coloael Pride iD 1648. Tbe rcmllnin& membon of du, Par­
Hwnmr. boWD • lhe ltump. lepal11od undl Ibey w«o puraod 
by Qomwoll • Y..- lal.er. SurvMng memben reauemblod In 

Bishop of Chester 

1659 and nogotiatcd the rcstorati.on of Charles Il in May 1660 
to much national rejoicing. • 

Draycott was sold with other local Manors to Nathaniel Hol­
lows and was sold by his family to the Earl of Hanington in the 
18th century. The Huringtons arc descended by Sir John 
Stanhope. half-brother of the 1st Bad of Chesterfield.. He died 
in 1638. His great grandson, William Stanhope, held various 
diplomatic posts in the reign of George I ( 1714-27) and the first 
half of the reign of George Il (1727-60), becoming Sectreury 
of State for the North (ie Poreign Secretary) in 1740 when be 
was raised to the Barldom of Harrington. Vucountcy of 
Pctcnham of Petersham, and Barony of Harrington. The 8th 
Bari, Charles Wyndham Stanhope, was aide-de-camp lo Kin& 
Edward VII and King George V, whose mother wu Elizabeth. 
daught« of Robert Lucas de Pearsall, ofWartensee Castle. Swit­
zerland. Hediedin 1917. ThedcscentoftheStanhopeslicson 
the following pages. 

In the adjac.ent Lordship of Sawley is Saw Icy church. the mother 
church of the area and probably one of the two mentioned in 
Domuday Boole. It has many fine tombs. including that of 
John Bothe, Treasurer of Lincoln Cathedral who died in 1496. 

Documents associated with thJs Manor: 

Counrt rolls: undated Belvoir Castle 

\ .t: 
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DESCENT OF 1HE STANHOPES, EARLS OF HARRINGTON, sometimes Lords of Draycott 

Sir John Stanhope Kt, MP for Derby in the reigns of JAMES I and CHARLES I, = 

:- al 1st Eu! of°"""'""·· ob 1638 I (1) Olave, dau of Edward Beresford of Beresford, Staffs 
(2) Mary, dau of Sir John Radclyffe Kt, of Ordsal, Lanes 

I John Stanhope, of, 1662 = Jane, dau of Sir John Curzon, Bt of Keddlestone, ancestor of the Marquesses of Curzon and Viscounts Scarsdale 

j 
JoiJi Stanhope 

--
- Dorothy, dau and co-heir of Otarles Agard, of Foston, Derbyshire 

l nJmas Stanhope,• Jane, dau and co-heir Charles, Secretary of the William Stanhope, 1st Secretary of State, 1730-42, 
dsp 1730 of Gilbert Thacker of Treasury and Treasurer of the created BARON HARRINGTON (1730), Lord 

Repton, Derbyshire of the Cllamber President of the (Privy) Council, 1742, Lord 
ob unm 1760 and was Ueutenant of Ireland, 1746-51, created VISCOUNT 

= Anne, dau of Col Edward Griffith, physician to 
QUEEN ANNE 

succeeded by his nephew, PETERSHAM and EARL OF HARRINGTON, 1742, 
William, 2nd Earl of ob 1756 i 
Harrington 

William,. 2nd Earl of Hanington, ob 1779 ~ Caroline, dau of 2nd Duke of Grafton 

Omies, 3rd Earl of Hanington, ob 1829 =:= Jane, dau of Sir John Fleming. of Brampton Park • 

Owies, 4th Earl of Harrington, ob 1851 = Maria, dau of Samuel Foote l . 
Owles, Viscount Petersham Leicester Fitzgerald Charles, 5th Earl of Harrington• Elizabeth, dau and heir of Fitzroy Henry Richard (Rev) = Caroline Wyndham 
hp 1831 CB, ob 1862 I William Green of Jamaica . ob 1864 I 

I,.- _______________________ _, 
Sydney Seymour Hyde, 6th Earl of Harrington Charles Wyndham, 7th Earl of Harrington • Elizabeth Still, dau of Robert Lucas de Pearsall 
ob"""' 1866 and wu sua:eeded by his cousin ob 1881 I of Switzerland 

I --- -

Cwtes Augustus, 8th Earl of Harrington, ADC • Eva Elizabeth, dau of Dudley Henry Eden, 9th Earl of Harrington 
to EDWARD vn, 0"1917 sp 2nd Lord Canington ob 1928 

• Kathleen, dau of Joseph Carter Wood, of Falcourt, 

:11 I Suffolk 

~--------------------__,;, _______________________________ __J 

\ 



~.-------------------------------
Omles J09eph Leicester, 10th Earl of Hanington, ob 1929 ~ Margaret Trelawney, dau of Major H HD Seaton of Bu]ford, Salisbury 

WilHam Henry I.easter, ttth Earl of Hanington.; in 1967 Lord ~rrington succeeded to • (1) Eileen, dauof Sir John Foley Grey Bt, of En~e Hall, Stourbridge 
the Viacountcy of Stanhope of Mahun and the Barony of Stanhope of Elvaston, ' 
born 1922 and preent Peer 

(1) 

Omles Henry Leicester, Vasa,unt Petersham • (1) Virginia Alleyne Freeman, dau of Captain Harry Freeman Jack.son of Co Cork 
UM$ I 

I l 
lbe Hon WiDlam Hemy Leicester, b 1967 The Hon Serena Alleyne, Viscountess Linley = David Albert Charles, Viscount Linley, eldest son of Anthony Armstrong-Jones, 

b 1970 1st Earl ol Snowdon and HRH PRINCESS MARGARET, Countess of Snowdon 

Harrington 

,.,~-~~••&,&•~ ~~K~•~~~-~~ ~,,v .... .:a "' 

I 
it 
I 
i 
l 

I 
I 

I I 

J 
t . , . ~, 

1'f, .. 

.:.'U• 
~~~ 
:~~~ 

.f:.'."'? 



'OtlJe llorb~bip of ~ortb llubbrooke 
1.Debon 

ntBRB ARB two Manors of Ludbrookc listed in Domesday 
Book. both or which belonged IO Reginald, Bari of Mortain. 

Reginald holds Ludbrooke from the counL Colbert held it 
freely before 1066. It paid tax for t /2 hide. Land for 3 

ploug:hs. 
In Lord5hip 1 plough; 2 slaves; 1 virgatc 

.5 villagers and 3 smallholders with 1 1/2 ploughs 
and 1 virgate. 

A mill which pays 2s: meadow, 2 aaes. S Caltle 
15 pigs; 80 sheep. 

Value Connerly 25,, now 20s. 

The Bari of Mortain, the u1crinc brother of William the Con­
queror, held a considerable amount of land u a reward for his 
services during the Nonnan invasion and subsequent defeat of 
Saxon England. 

In 1200, North Ludbrooke wu in the possession of Jolland de 
Ludcbrolt. In 12.52 it was held by Stephen de Lubrook and it is 
recorded that he holds 2 112 fei-.r in one of the Ludbroolcs, in 
8t111Combe, D)'MSfon and in Ycdmaruton of the same fee, ""1111X 

and honour. It remained with this family until 1303 WIS it was 
held by Richard Uppchull. By 13•16 Ludbrooke WIS in the hands 
or Reginald Baucombe, though it is not certain how he came by 
it, though it is probable that it was purchased to extend the 
Bauc:ambc family estates which border this Manor. lt seems 
lhat the Baucombcs held Ludbrooke for only a short time., for in 
1350 it was in the possession oflPhilip Mcschcney. 

The Lordship then descended toi the Powell family, who also 
held the nearby Manor of Stone.. The Fowell family resided 
nearby, at Powellscombc, Ugbor()ugh. The Fowells had resided 
here since before the Conquest ia 1066, though only became a 
family of note during the 17th centwy. Sir Edmond Powell 
served u MP for Ashburton in, Parliament during the Com­
monwealth of Oliver Cromwell. in 1656. He was crcalcd a bar­
onet in 1661. His grandson, Sir fohn Fowcll. followed him into 
Parliament and was one of the 151 MPs who voted against 
William of Ortngc bc(:oming JGng in 1689. lt remained with 
the Fowclb for some time until it puscd to the Parlccc family. It 
was purchased by Thomas King of Plymouth in 1794 and re­
mained in lbat family for a ccnl\llry before coming into the pos­
session of the prcscnl owners, !hi: Carew family. 

Fowdl 

Mohun 

The Carew family arc of ancient extnction. They originat.ed 
with Walter Fii.z Other, Castellan of Windsor. Fii.z Other's son, 
William Pitz Walter, moved to Pembroke Castle during the reign 
of Henry I (11S4-1189) and his son William. lived 111 Cuew 
castle in Pemb1okc, from where lhe family derived its surname. 
butnunental in lhe Carews' move to Devon was Sir Jolm Carew, 
whose father had come into the possci:sion of the CSl.ates in that 
county on his marriage to the daughtu and heir of Sir William 
Mohun. When Sir John came of ag,e, in 1332, he was sum­
moned to Ireland to defend his estates !there. In 1349 he became 
King Edward m•s (1327-lJTI) csche.11or in In:land. Sir John 
1CCOmpanied Prince Lionel's (afterwards, the Dulce of Clarcncc) 
expedition to Ireland in 1362. 

During the fifteenth century, the Care\11 family lost most of their 
lands In Ireland and consolidated their cs1.atc in Devon at 
Haccombc, which came into the po::scssion of Sir Nicholas 
Carew on his marriage to Elizabeth Croker in the mid- fifteecnth 
centwy. The descent of the Carew Baronets lies on the follow­
ing pages. 

One of the most exotic members of the: Devonshire Carcws was 
Bamfyldc Moore. Born in 1693, his father was !he rector of 
Biclclcigh. When he reached 12 years of age., Bamfylde was 
sent 10 school in Tiverton, where he trcll into bad ways. One 
day, he and two schoo\matcs, who hatl a mllll pack of hollllds, 
hunted I dcct over several miles of farmland. They caused so 
much damage th11 the farmers came to Bamfyldc's father 10 

complain. He was so scared of being p1unished that he tan away 
and joined the gypsies and entered a !life of swindling md dc­
cciL He travelled IO Newfoundland 11nd returned to many the 
daughta-of an apolhccuy in Ncwcastlc-upon-1}-nc. On lhedoath 
of Clause Pa1ch, !he King of !he Gypsies, Bamfyldc was elected 
hil successor, This could not prevent him from being e<>nvictcd 
of vagrancy and being transported to !Maryland. With !he help 
of somo native Americans he escaped., and, posing u a Quaker 
ho worked his way back to England 111d continued his crlminal 
lifo until his doath in l 770. 

North Ludbrooke is• hainlct in tho parish ofUgborough. a pleas­
ant village near to Kin.gabridgc. 
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VI r,.. ol!SCBNT OF n1E CAREW BARONliTS, Lord of North Fllham, North Ludbrooke, Fardell, Harburtonford and Whitt Oxen 

William FitzGerald of Canu (Carew) Castle, Pembroke, Wales, son of Gerald Fitz Walter, Constable of Pembroke Castle temp HENRY I (1100-35), by his wife Nesta the daughter f 
Rhys ap Gryfdd ap Tudor Mawr, Prince of South Wales, and heiress of Carew Castle. William was the grandson of Walter FitzOther, Castellan of Windsor (an~ of the ~t 
Duke of temster) and died in 1173, leaving with other issue Otho, ancestor of the Carew Baronets, and William, ancestor of the present Lord Gerard 

John Carew, of Carew, Baron of Idrone, Ireland, ob 1363 j Margaret, dau of John Mohun of Dunster 

Sir~ Carew, Baron of ldrone, ob 1371 = Alice, dau of Sir Edmond FltzAlan, of Arundel 

J 
r 

Thomas Carew, Baron of Jdrone, ob 1431 1 Elizabeth, dau of Sir William Bonville, of Shute 

I 
Sir N'JCholas Carew, ob 1 r = Joan, dau of Sir Hugh Councnay, of Haccombe, Devon 

I I 
Mohun 

Sir Thomas, ancestor of the Carews of Bickleigh, Mohun's Ottery, Sir Nicholas Carew, inherited the Manors of Hacc:ombe T-EliZtbeth, dau of Sir John Croker of 
and Earls ofTotnes and Ringmore from his mother, ob 1469 Lydeard St Lawrence, Somerset 

John Carew of Haccombe J Elizabeth, dau of John, Lord Zouche, of Harringworth 

I 
John Can,w, amm>mder in Franc, r, army to """'• Pape a.meot vn, who had been unprlsoned by the Emperor J Elliabeth, dau of Sir William MMtin, of Donet 
Cl\arles V, Jcilled at the Battle of Pavia, 1527 

' .·. . .. 
Thomas Can,w, ob 15116 T Ma,y, rum of W,Jfuun Huddle, of PW..don, Dorm lf.;i_J/. 0 
Joi,;, c:an,w, living 1620 r Elizabeth, dau of Robert Hill, of Shllston, O.Von O 0 
Th~mas Carew, ob 16.56 ;: Anne, dau of Rev John Clifford DD, of Ugborough 0 

Zouche 



Sir Thomas Carew, created 1st Baronet of Haccombe, 1661, ob 1676 = 

DI I 

(1) Elizabeth, dau and co-heir of Sir Henry Carew of Bickleigh, thus united two branches of the family 

I 
Sir Henry Carew, 2nd Baronet, inherited the Lordship ofBickleigh = 

Imm bls """" ... • .. ,... I 
rn m 

I 1 

(2) Martha,. dau and co-heir of Nicholas Dack 

(1) Elizabeth, dau of Thomas, 1st Lord Clifford of Chudleigh 
(2) Katherine, dau of John Fownes, of Whitleigh 
(3) Gratiana, dau of Thomas Darrell, of Trewoman, Cor:nwall 

Sir Hemy Carew, 3rd Baronet, ob unm 1708 Sir Thomas Carew, 4th Baronet, -r Dorothy, dau of Peter West, of Tiverton Castle 
ob before 1746 

.---------------------------------' 
Su John Carew, 5th Ba,onet, inherited the Lonl,hip of Tiverton Imm his moth..-I Eii,abeth. dau of the Rev Herny Hold•w-, of Dartmouth 
ob before 1773 

I 

Sir Thomas Carew, 6th Baronet, ob 1805 J Jane, dau of Rev Cllarles Smalwood 

I 

Sir Henry Carew, 7th Baronet, ob 1830 I Elizabeth, dau of Walter Palk 

I I 

!! 

OzrnJJ 

Su Wal.,, Palk Ouew, 8th Ba,on.t, = Anne, dau of S~ Herny Carew, 9th Baronet J Frames Gemude, dau of Robert Locke-Roe, Loni of 
ob 1874 Maj-GenTaylor CB ob 1934 Lynmouth, Devon 

I 

Sir Thomas Palk Carew, 10th Baronet, ob 1976 

1

_ (1) Ivy Madeline, Laura, dau of Col Arthur Breakey OBE (marriage dissolved) 
(2) Phyllis Evelyn, dau of Nevile Mayman, of Sydney, Australia 

Sir Rivers Carew, 11th and present Baronet 

j.___ _______________________________________________________ _j_ 
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Qtbe 1.orbnbiP of jf arbeU 
llebott 

LYING IN THE Vlll.AOB of Comwood, Fudcll is a agricul­
lUral area about a mile from lhe parish chwch of St Michael's. 
Anciently it formed\ part of the Manor of Comwood which was 
included in Domesday Book, the entry being; 

Reginald holds Cornwoodfrom the CounJ. 
Edmu held it bcfo~ 

l 066. lt paid tax /or two hides. 
Landfor5 ploughs. In Lordship 

l 112 ploughs, 8 slavu; l virgate. 
8 villagers and 8 sr.nallholdus with 2 ploughs and J virgatu. 

Pasture l leag&U! long and 112 league wide. woodland 2 
leagues 

long and l/'1 league wide. 3 unbroken mares; 
JO cmtle, J pigs, 22 goats. 

Val'ue f orml!Tly and now 40s. 

UUle is known of th,: early history of Fardell but by the reign of 
Henry m (1216-1272) it wu the property ofWancn FitzJoell. 
He wu the lut male heir of this family, who may have held it a 
far back u the rcig111 of Heiuy ll (1154-1189), and was suc­
ceeded by his daughter. On her maniage to a member of the 
Newton family it pai~ed to these local landowners who held it 
for many generations. Eventually Fardell passed to the Raleighs 
of Smallridge, a pros;perous local family. who built• home here 
in the 15th century. Wymond Raleigh wu Lord of Fardell at 
lhe end of the 15th c.::ntury and he wu succeeded on his death 
by his eldest son. Walter, who wu born at Fardcll. Walter's 
son. Sir Waltcr, is pc:rhaps one of the most famous names in 
English history and tlhere wu some speculation that this great 
Elizabc«ban wu bomt in Fardcll, but it seems more likely to 
have been 11 the Ralei,gh's otherresidcnceatBudleigh Sal!Q'ton. 
Sir Waltcr Raleigh ccr1tainly spent much of his early life at Fardell 
and in lller life it wu his occasional residence. 

IWei&b altended Oriel F.4Deae. Oxford, u • commoner, but 
initially e,cbewed a legill or cJerica1 career to become • aoldier. 
He fougbl with rhe Pieacb Hu,uenocs u • volunteer 11 the 

Balde of Jarru,; In 15~ but relUmed to London ro enter the 
Ian«Templo aa a lawycf, Hll ■ppocile for ■dvonturo ovcrcamo 
bim and ia 1578 bo accomlll)lllied hla h■lf-brolber, Sir Humphrey 
Oilblrf. cm a expodidon ~ plunder Splllfah lhlpa In 1578. Ho 
gained apaliepu•■al°" u apinle and ll&achod hlmsolf lO the 
Eads of [.eic:el«er and 0~ eallrin& Colld In their rocinue. 
ffe was quJck 10 esublijr himself U a popular member of lha 

Court and in 1581 he was famously supposed to have laid his 
cloak ovu a puddle in order for Queen Elizabeth to avoid Wet. 

ting her shoes. 11lough this story is probably apocryphal but. 
may well be trUC Raleigh went.out ~f his ~•Y to flatter the~'. 
Another story tells how Raleigh, m a bid to get Elizabeth•, 11. 
tcntion, scratched v,~rscs onto a window pone with a diamond. 
He certainly succeeded in his aim and the Queen reward his Wit 
and elegance with plentiful rewards. Not only wu he granted 
the status of being her favourite he was given lucrative expon 
licences for wool and alehouses, land grants, and wu knighkd 
in 1584. 

In that same year, he, used his new found wealth to instig11t 1 
series of colonial ad,•entures in America. He received a paltnt 
giving him and his h,eirs the proprietary right over all tenitory 
they occupied on payment of one fifth of all the produce of Jl'C• 

cious metals. He sent off an exploratory expedition which dis­
covued and claimed ,a huge, Wldefined territory which Raleigh 
named Virginia, after' the Queen. Settlers were senL The ven­
ture was ill-fated. 1111: colonists fought with the native Ameri­
cans and the colony collapsed after two years, forcing Raleigh 
to sell his rights to a company of merchants. 

Two years after this cU;bacle, Raleigh wu granted 40,000 acres 
of land in Ireland whc:re he facefully introduced the potato and 
10baoco plants which he had foumJ in America. In 1587, R• 
leigh reached the z.enith of his favour at Court but he was never 
much more than an amusing companion for Eliubcth. never 
being allowed any political influence or granted any office. Ftcm 
this point on he begarn to lose his position of favourite to the 
Earl of Essex and he went on a series of largely unsuccessful 
voyages. In 1592, af~r sailing on a mission to intercept Sp~· 
ish trade, he was recalled to England and accused of scduclllg 
Elizabeth Throgmorto111. one of Eliubcth's Mil.ids of Ho~­
He wu placed in the T,ower and only allowed out on a pronuse 
to many her, which he duly did. In 1595 he retired to ~t, 
but his wanderlust over,::ame him and he organised • expedition 
to South America. hopi:ng to discover the mythical and golden 
city of El Dorado. 

Towards the end of Elizabeth's reign he became more invol~cd 
in politics and took part in the suppression of Bssex' s rebellion 
on 1600. On the accession of Jame& I, in 1603, Raleigh's repll· 
talion at Court dimmed. He wu not only the most popu!U: Ill: 
in England, but also a voice of religious 1olcrancc and bcb~ 
to be an atheist, neither trait endeared him 10 the new.~ and 
He was very quickly CJ:pellcd from his formal pos1uons 
was forced 10 sell his estates in Ireland. 

0¥/ord 
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Thal year Raleigh was arrested and charged with conspiracy 
against the new regime. The prosecution was led by the Auor­
ney-Ocncral, Sir Edward Coke, whose brutal questioning and 
misuse of flimsy evidence aroused public sympathy for the de­
fcndanL Popularity counted for nought and Raleigh was sen­
tenced 10 death and committed to the Tower. He spent a number 
of years in confinement, carrying out chemical experiments and 
composing poetry. He finally won his freedom after promising 
James thal he would find gold in South America without en­
croaching on Spanish Territory. James infonned the Sp1111ish 
Ambassador of !he plan and he too promised that Spanish inter• 
est would not be hanncd. Raleigh set off on March 1617 and his 
party reached the Orinocco on 31 December, while Sir Walter 
lay ill with fever in Trinidad. His fleet discovered a Spanish 
settlement and became involved in a sltinnish in which his son 
and several Spaniards were killed. In despair at the Joss of his 
son, Sir Walter was forced to return home in disgrace and was 
arrested on his arrivAl in England for brcuing the King's prom• 
ise 10 the Spanish. He was executed on October 26 1618. 

On Sir Walter•• death his estate, including tho Lordship of 
Pardell, passed to his son, Carew, who then sold tho Lordship 
to Elizabeth Helo, who wu the heiress to a considerable local 
estate. The Lord.~hip remained with tho Hole family until 1740 
when it was given lo the Pearce family ofBigbury. Tho Pearce, 
had several Manors in the Bnnillgton Hundred, including Pardcll, 
which was sold by the executors of John Pearce's will, to Sir 
Robert Palk, Bart. whose llJlCCStor, Sir Rivers Carew, is the 
present Lord of the Mnnor. TI1e descent of the Carews lies on 
the previous pages. John Pearce's grandfather was infamous in 
the county for his unorthodox religious views. He converted to 
ArillJlism and preached in London. He opened a new meeting 
house in the Mint in 1719. Arinnism was an ancient Christian 
heresy which argued that Jesus was not divine, but a created 
being, and therefore denied the trinity. Arianism died out as a 
religion in the Dark Ages, but in the 17th century it was revived 
by some Unitarians and Baptists who moved lo it as the ulti­
mate extension of their deism. Pearce was a member of a dis­
senting schism which began with non-conformists in Exeter, in 
1715, and spread throughout the country. Pearce began preach­
ing a Conn of Arianism in the city and was ejected from his 
church by the congregation. He and a Mr Hallet established a 
chapel at the Mint, in Southwark, which al the time still retained 
its rights as a sanctuary. During his ministry there, Pearce wrote 
numerous controversial tracts and pamphlets and was held by 
many to be one of the leading champions of dissenting thoughL 
He epitaph. since removed from the Mint to the George Meet­
ing House. reads a rational.judicious and sagacious inJerpreter 
of the Holy Scriptures, a singular lover of truJh, a courageous 
sufferer for mainlaining the doctrines of the Gospel of Christ, 
and for asserting the Ii berry of Christians. 

Queen EUzabeth I 



'Otbe 1.orbsbip of tlJe ;fflanor of 1!,arbwidt 
1b}E~bforbsbtre 

The Lordship of Hardwick lies in the parish if 1'lbrook. and 
although it .., as hls10rical\y put or Bedfordshire, it wu trnns­
fen-cd to Huntingdon&hire in 1888. Tho parish is compci,sed 
mainly of arable land and is cros.~ed by tho River TII. 

Hardwick formed part of the Mll\or of 1'lbrook at the tim1e of 
Domesday Book, in 1086, when it was lhe property of William 
de Wvcnnc. The entry reads; 

Wi/lia,n of WareMe also holds Ti/brook. 
It answers/or 5 laidu. 

Land for 6 ploughs; t~y are thuc. 
20 Freemen and 4 smallholders. 

Mcadaw for 5 ploughs. 
Value JOOs: e&r'1Wcla when acquired. Before 1066 £4. 

De Wan-enne fought at the Battle of Hastings in 1066, and, on 
the death of the Conqueror, he was loyal to his successor, VV'il­
liain Rufus, and rewarded with the Earldom of Surrey in 10'88. 
It is thought that lhc Earl died in the umc yc.ar, after receivis11g a 
leg wound at the siege of PcvCTISey, Sussex. 

Warrenne 

He wu succeeded by his son, William, the second Bart. who 
was a fierce opponent ofHcnry I (1100-1135). Henry had blOC'&'.cd 
SU1Tey'1 marriage to Matilda. the daughter of Malcolm m of 
Scotland, and he wu never forgiven by de Warrenne. Sun-ey 
incit.od lhe Dub Robert, of Normandy, to invade Bqgland in 
1101. For this truchety he wu stripped of his lille and lands. 
He wu reatorcd in 1103 lf'I.Cf a reconciliation between HCll\r)' 
and &be Dub. Surrey then remained a model of loyalty. He 
(ougbl with lheKin& in his w1r1 in France in the 1130s, and was 
praen1 when Henry died at the castle of Uons in Dccemboer 
1135. Surrey died a year lal.er and was succeeded by his sc,n, 
Walliam. the third EIIL 
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Barly hislory orHardwick i.s scarce and it i.s lilcely that Hardwi,:k 
c:cne in1o die b.anda of OcoC&ey Pitz Plen, Bari of Eucx, in 
about 1199. Aft.er his death it puled to hll nephew, Hwnphmy 
de BoJum, aecond Earl of Hereford and ln 1287 hla ac,n 
Humphrey doc:l•ed lhal the whole ofTllbroolc belonged lo him. 

In 1302 Hudwick is recorded u belonging IO Pew de Herdwy'.k, 
who, in dial year, panted ii IO Bartholomew de Enfield for life. 
In 1311 it came ID ill overlord, Humphrey de Bohun, who ,culeid 

de Bohun badge 

the Manor on his son William in 1315. William was crc11ed 
Earl ofNorthamplOn in 1336. 

Hardwickrcmaincd with the Bohuns \Dllil 1428 when it came to 

\he Earb of Stafford through the marriage of William deBohun"s 
granddaughter, Anne, lO Edmund de Stafford. On Anne's dealh 
the Manor passed to her son, Humphrey, Eul of Buclcinglum, 
who was later created Duke of Buckingham. Humphrey wu 
killed at lhe Batlle of Northampton, fighting for lhc Lancutrian 
side in the Wars of the Roses and Hardwick was seized by lhe 
Crown. 

In 1484 Richard m (1483-1485) grlllted the M11110r out 10 Tho­
mu, Lord Stanley and his son, Lord Strange. However, when 
Henry VII seized the Crown in 1485, he restored Hardwick to 
the Bucklnghams. It remained with them until 1521, when. on 
the execution Edward, Duke ofBuclcingham, it was again seiz.ed 
by the Crown. Two years later it was granted to Sir Richald 
Wingfield. Born in about 1469, Sir Richard was the 1enll\ (or 
eleventh or twelth, according to some sources) son of Sir Jolwl 
W-ing6eldofLethcringham. Details of his early life are sketchy. 
but he wu lhough110 have been one of the commanders oflhc 
army which defeated a Comish rebellion in 1497. In 1500 he 
was esquire to the body at the meeting of Henry VD and lhc 
Archduke Philip of Austria and at some date before 150S was 
appointed u a marshal of Calais Castle. Soon af\M this he 
undertook a carcc, u a diplomat and a number of missions be· 
fore being sent in 1515 to Franco to congratulate Francis l's 
acceuion to the French throne. During all this lime Sir Ri~ard 
had been promoted to deputy governor of Calais but resigned 
his post in 1519. He wu apparenUy a popular man in tho porl 
since witnesaea spcalc of lhc weq,ing e'jCS of the inhabitants on 
the day of hll departure. On his return to Bngland, Sir Ridlaid 
wu one or four sad and ancimt knighu' given the unenviable 
job of curtailing Henry Vlll's eittravaganoe. Aycu later, hoW· 
ovor, Wlngfiold, considered by tho King u ono of his ffl()lt 
tr&Uf) and near familiars led to his appointment as English 
Arnbualdor to lho Court of Franco. At the famous rnoodn& ~ 
tween Henry and Francis 11 the Field of the Cloth of Gold. 111 

June 1520, Wingfield rode with the King. Throughout 1521 

W1ngficld lravellod between Rr\gland and France in a bid to 



Bucldngluzm 

pacify the Emperor Charles and avoid war. Wingfield was held 
in high regard by Charles, who demanded that the Englishman 
should receive the Outer, a reward which wu indeed granted 
to him in 1522. Such wu Winglicld's influence that Charles 
visited England in 1522 on good terms with Henry. In Novem­
ber of that year, as a reward for his outstanding conlribution to 
diplomacy, Wingfield was granted the Cutle and Manor of 
IGmbolton and the Manor of Hardwick. He died in 1525. 

The Lordship of Hudwiclc remained with the Wingfield family 
until 1612 when it wu alienated to William Hawkins. By 1643 
the Manor was in the hands of Sir St Andrew St John. In the 
18th century it had come into tlle hands of John. 10th Baron St 
John ofBletso and has remained with this family until recently. 
Their descent lies on the following pages. 

Saint John of Bletso 

Sir John Wingf~ld 
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is------------------------------------------------~-----. DE$..CENT of the BARONS ST JOHN of BLETSO, sometime Lords of HARDWICK, Bedfordshire 

Sir Oliver St John of 'Bletso, Beds, married Margaret Beaufort see Lordship of Chepstow in this catalogue, pedigree of the DuJces of Beaufort, 
and their descendant who: 

ai'Vl!I' St John. 1st Baron St John of Bletsoe (1559) • (l)Agnes, dau of Sir John Fisher 
died 1582 I (2) Elizabeth, dau of Geoffrey Chamber 

(1) 

John St John. 2nd Baron Oliver, 3rd Baron, died 1618 = Dorothy, dau of John Read of Boddington, Glos 
died without male issue, 1596 • 

Oliwr, 4th Baron, 1st Earl of Bolingbroke (1624) • Elizabeth, dau of William Paulet, see Marquess of Winchester 
died 1646 1 in BP&:B 

Oliver, ·5th Baron, 2nd Earl of Bolingbroke 
died 1642 

Sir Paulet St John = Elizabeth, dau of Sir Rowland Vaughan 
died 1638 of Shored.itch, London 

Oliver, 6th Baron, dsp 1668 Paulet, 7th Baron and 
last Earl of Bolingbroke 
died wunarried 1711 

Sir Rowland, died 1645 '"' Sybilla, dau of John Vaughan of Herefordshire 

J r 
Sir Oliver St John, created Baronet of Woodford, Northants (1660), d 1662 = 

Sir Andrew, 2nd Baronet, died 1708 := Jane, dau of Sir William Blois 

Barbara, dau of John St Andrew of 
Gotham, Notts 

SirOliver, 3rd Baronet, d unmarried, 1710 Sir St Andrew, died 1711 

~ PauJet, 5th Baronet, and 8th Baron (see above) 

j Anne, dau of Sir William James, of Suffolk 

died an want, 1714 

., ~· 
~ 



William, 9th Baron 
died unmarried, 1720 

r 

Rowland 10th Baron, 
died unmmied, 1722 

John, 11th Baron, d 1757 = Elizabeth, dau of Sir Ambrose 
Crowley, of Greenwich 

John, 12th Baron, died 1767 := Susanne, dau of Sir John Trevelyan, Baronet of Nettlecombe 

Heruy, 13th Baron, died 1817 = Emma, dau of SamueJ Whitbread, brewer 
leaving daughters 

St Andrew, 14th Baron 7 Louisa, dau of Sir Charles Rouse-Boughton, Baronet 

St Andrew, 15th Baron, died 1874 := Eleanor, dau of Vice-Ad.ml Sir Richard Hussey 
Saint John of Bletso 

St Andrew, 16th Baron, died leaving daughters, 1887 Beauchamp, 17th Baron j Helen, dau of Hany Thornton, of Beds 

Henry, 18th Baron, died unmarried 1920 

(1) (2) 

Moubray, 19th Baron = (1) Evelyn, dau of Capt Andrew Russell of Peterfield, Hants 
(2) Eliz.a beth, dau of Lloyd Griffith, of Sussex 

John 20th Baron, Andrew, 3rd son, 21st Baron = Katherine, dau of Alfred Berg of Putney, London 
died unmarried 1876 I 
I 

Anthony Tudor St John, 22nd and present Baron St John of Bletso, who sold the Lordship of Hardwick, c 1990 

~ ~ 
~1.----------------------------------------------------------...J 
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'Qtbe 1Lorb51Jh> of i>unninglep 
i>uisex 

nm ';-ORDSHIP of Sunningley lies partially in the paruh of 
Prant tn SussQJt and partially in Pcmbwy. It lies on the Susseit 
Kent border. The Manor is very closely associated wilh that of 
Frant and is situated on the brow of a high hil~ two miles south 
of the cathedral city of Wells. Prant is not mentioned in 
Domcsd.y Book, but the Manor from which is was created. 
Rothcrfield, is. The entry reads IS follows; 

King Walliam holds Rothcrfield in lordship, 
from the Holding of the Bishop ofBayeu,i:. 

The Bart Godwin held iL Then and now it answered 
for 3 hides. Land for 26 ploughs. In Lordship 4 ploughs. 
• 14 Vdlagcrs with 6 smallholden have 14 ploughs, 

4 Slaves; woodland at 80 pigs from a pasturage; 
a pule. Value before 1066 £16; latcr£14; 

MW £12, however, it pays £JO. 

A scpcate Manor of Frant wu crutcd in the 12th ccnnuy and 
by the Rign of Edward 1 (1272-1307) it WIS in the hands of 
~am ofBrownsend. h was then held {or 1 year, 1314, by 
Gilbert de Clare, Earl of Gloucc.st~ and Hmford. De Clare 
was pan of a powerful political dynasty which had helped shape 
English history in the previous two ccn~. Gilbert was the 
boyhood companioo of the future Edward II (1307-1327). He 
fought in Scotland during the campaign against Robert the Bruce, 
and in 1308 was sent IO negotiate a lruce with the Scottish King. 
In 1309, as trouble brewed between the Nobles and the King's 
f'avourite. Pien Oavcston. De Clare was one of only three Earls 
who supponcd Edward's summon to Berwick. In 1311, on 
Oaveston's reQlm from banishment, De Clare refused to take up 

• ams against him and England drifted towards civil war, De 
Clare aucrnpted lo act as mediator and persuaded Edward and 
his opponent the Duke of Lanc:utcr to make peace tams. In 
1313 he was appoinled Rgent in the absence of Edwm!, who 
was f1ghting in France. Though he came in possession of 
tbcLardship o(Sunningley in 1314, his renure wu short lived. 
In lhe same year he again travelled north to fighl the Scou and 
wu slain at the Battle ofBmnoc:kbum on June 24. On his march 
aor1h be had equipped SOO men at his own e,i:peme. De Clare 
hid wamcd Edward not to engage lhe Scots until his army had 
iesled. but lbc king had ignored him. taunting him with accusa­
tiorla of cowardice. DcCJare'bravedefenceagainstthesecharges 
cost him hia life. He wu said to have 'charged the enemy like 
a wild boar, making his sword drunk with their blood'. His 
bone saunbled and he fell on the enemy IIIICCS and wu cut to 
pieces. 

On lhe Earl's dealh Swmingley pused to Robert de Bromfield 
and ranained with the Bromfield family for several generaions. 
Durin& lhe reign or Mary I (1553) Sunninglcy wu in the pos­
seaion ofWilliun WallcrofGroombridge, who wusucceeded 
by bi, William. Waller'• ancator'• included Richard Waller, a 
no&ablo soldier, who had fought for Henry V 11 Agincoun. in 
1415. He ii siippo,ed ro have capcured Ciarlel. dub of Or­
leans and up him a piloner 11 his •lale in Groombridge. His 
finacw iew•d WU IO peal dw he managed IO cornplelely re­
build bi, house, The moat fUIIOUI member of Ibo family WU 
Sir Wdliam Waller. a nephew of die Lord of Sllllllfngloy. Sir 
William wu • ludio& p:aenl la die Parllamenlary forces of 
lbeCvil War. Ha WU eJec:ced IO die Loaa Parliamenl in 1640 
and OD lbe oLCbreak of W• became & Colonel In lhe ParJiamon. 
cary Amay. Ria fml:lU capcured Porumouda, and• number of 

Honeywood 

other southern towns in 1642. earning him the nickname of 
'William the Conqueror'. Promoted to general, he captured 
Hereford, Hertfordshire, in 1643. However.he was severely 
defeated by Sir Ralph Hoptom at Roundway Down. Wiltshire 
in July of the same year. He later redeemed himself, preventing 
a Royalist invasion of Susseit in January 1644, but was again 
defeaud, this time by the King himself, at Banbury in June the 
same year. Waller's defeats had more lo do with the organiza­
tion of his men rather than his own inadequacies and he WIS 

instrumental in the creation of the professional New Model Army, 
in February 1645. Waller resigned his commission and returned 
to politics u Leader of Presbyterians in ParliamcnL 

By tho outbreak of the Civil War, tho Manor of Sunningley WIS 

in the possession of John Bale~ and Edward Honeywood. The 
Honeywood's w~e a prestigious and multitudinous local fun­
ily. Edward was probably the son of Robert and Mary 
Honeywood, who, between them, produced and lived to see, 16 
childRJl. 114 grandchildren, 228 great-granchildren and nine 
peat-sreat- grandchildren, 367 in all Sir Edward was aea1ed 
a Baronet of in 1660 and his estate passed 1ohis son. W-tll.iamon 
his death in 1670. he was succeeded by his son John. the 3rd 
Baronet, who served u HighSheriffofKentin 1752. OnJohn's 
death In would seem that S\lnllinglcy, now poss~sed fully by 
the Honcywood family wu sold to the Marquess of Camden. 
.whose ancestor, the present Marquess, is the present Lord of lhe 
Manor. Lord Camden, revived Sunningley as a fully separate 
Manor, reinstituting the Manorial Court, which operated until 
~t 1905. Until recently the Marquesse.1 of Camden were some• 
lime reaidems of Baylam Abbey, in Frant 

Tho land which comprises this Lordship is almost all rural. 
though there are traces of earll~ ironwortings, which operated 
In tho 15th and 16th centuries. Thero is I worklnl fum named 
Sunninaley situated In lho Manor. 

Documeata ISIOClated with this Manor: 

Court Book 1774-1905 Bast Sussex RO 
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DESCENT OF THE MARQUESS CAMDEN, Lord of Sunningley 

John Pratt ob 1573 = Anstice 

Richaro Pratt ob 1633 =:= Mary 

John Pratt ob 1656 = Frances 

Richard Pratt ob 1692 = (1) Elizabeth Skay I (2) Anne Wyatt "~' 

,. JUDICIUM~ PARIUM·AUT •LEX• TERRA; t 
Lord Chief Justice Sir John Pratt Kt ob 1724 =i (1) Elizabeth Gregory 

(2) Elizabeth Wtlson 

John Pratt MP= (1) Elizabeth Jeffries Thomas, Keeper William Sir Charles, 1st Earl Camden = Elizabeth Jeffries 

Camden 

Robert .--J (2) Dorothy ~cey of the King's papers and Vtscount Bayham ob 1794 

John Pratt dsp 1797 John Jeffries, 2nd Earl and 1st Marquess Camden, Earl of the County of Brecknock ob 1840 I Frances Molesworth 

I . 
George Oiarles, 2nd Marquess Camden ob 1866 7 Hamet Murray 

Jolin Oiatles, 3rd Marquess Camden ob 1872 j Clementine Augusta, dau of the 6th Duke of Marlborough 

John Frances Olarles ob 1869 John Charles, 4th Marquess Camden, GCVO = Lady Joan Marion Nevill, dau of 3rd Marquess of 
ob 1943 l Abei;gavenny 

I 
John Oiar1es Henry Pratt, 5th Marquess Camden ob 1983 7 Marjorie Minna, DBE 

David George Edward Henry Pratt, 6th and Present Marquess 

Jl ___________________________________________________ _J 

( 



'Gtbe JlotbsbiP of ~toutlanb or ~toublanb 
Qfssex 

11-llS l.ORDSHlP is so named because lhc mnaor house and 
demesne of lhc Manor lie on the 'strand' by the River Stour. ll 
is linked historically with the Lordships of Ramsey and 
Dovcrcoun. Huwich, lhc adjacent port. 

Harwich is a municipal borough and seaport al the head of the 
river Stour. The borough was created by a charter granted by 
Edward ll in 1318, formerly returning two members of Parlia­
ment. The Lordship of Harwich (formerly Dovercourt and 
Harwich) lay within that of the smaller parish of Dovercourt 
which itself wu a fuhionable watering placc in lhc 19th cen­
tury. about two miles from Huwich. Harwich received its name 
from two Saxon words, Herc was a wic, a castle, so it is likely 
that it wu a place of military significance and it is likely also 
lhll lhc Romans maintained some military presence here as thctc 
arc remains of a Roman camp 10 the south of the town. The 
earliest extant record of Harwich is from AD 885 when King 
Alfred obtained a complete victory,over the a Danish fleet, the 
particulars of which arc 1coorded in the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle. 

tk Vere 

The de Vere Earls of Oxfmd were overlords of Harwich, 
Doveroourt. Stourland and othet land from the time of the 
Noonan Conquest until the reign of Henry vm (1509-1547) 
except for a brief petiod when Stourland wu seiz.ed by Richard 
n from the 8th Earl. Robert. Duke of Ireland. Undet the Eads 
of Oxford, the Manros were held by several notable families. 
11ie fiflh Earl of Oxford, Alberic de Vue, gave the Lordship 10 

his son-in-law, Hugh Bigot, on his marriage lo Oxford's daugh­
lel' Julian&. Hugh was 1tylcd the Earl of Norfolk in 1140 and 
wu a faithful servlnl of King Stephen during the civil war with 
his cousin the Empress Maud, daughter of Henry I. 
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Hugh wu succeeded by his son Roger, the 2nd Earl, under a 
c:bart.er ftom Richard I in 1189. In that year, ho wu made one 
of die ambuudors ftom Ridwd to King Philip AuguslUI of 
Prance in order to 1am aid in restoring tho Holy Land to 
alriffendorn. When Richard returned from cn111de and a cap­
livily ia Oennany, Norfolk uaisled ll the great oouncil hold by 
lbe Kina al NoUinglwn, and al tho Lionheart'a ICICOlld Corona­
lioa Norfolk w11 OM of lhe row earls who curled tho silken 
canopy ov« tho monardl'• bud. DIA-in& the reign of John 
(1199-1216) Norfolk wu one of tho buona who extorted 
Magna Carta f.rom die KJng and wu among the 25 noblemen 
IIJPO~ co cnCorcc ill povisionl. 

Roger's grandson, also Roger, the 41J, Bari, is recorded as hn 
ing held Dovercourt with Harwich in 1270 by service of • 
knight', fee. Roger was entrusted by Henry m (1216-1272):: 
the guardianship of AlexBnder, King of Scotland, for which~ 
received 500 marks. Roger had a high reputation u a aold' 

. ed . 1 ter 
and WIS consider an eminent examp c of the chivalde an 
He was skilful on the b11t1Jcfield and in tournaments where~ 
was the champion ofh.is d11y. In the famous tournament at Blithe 
in Nottinghamshire in 1237, which resulted in a general con­
flict between northern and south b11rons, Norfollc WIS consid­
ered to have won. He distinguished himself fighting in Prance 
but then became embroiled in a dispute with King Henry. ' 

Roger WIS succccded in his estates, including 1he Lordship of 
Dovcrcourt in 1270 by his son Roger, the 5th and fmal Eul of 
Norfolk of this family. Roger fought for Edward I in Pr111ee 

and Scotland and despitcmanying twice bore no children. Roger 
agreed that on his death his title and possessions would pass to 
!he Crown. He retuned his Marshal's rod on payment of £1,000 
annually, surrendering !he title lo the King on the condition Iha! 
ii would be returned to him if he produced an heir. No heir was 
forthcoming and on his dealh, the Manors became the property 
of lhe Crown. 

In 1312, E.dwardllgiflcdlhe LordshipofHarwich1ohisbrOlher 
Thomas de Brotherton who afterwards received the office of 
Marshal. Brolherton had no sons and Harwich passed 10 his 
eldC$t daughter Margaret. Margaret was created Duchess of 
Norfolk in her own right in 1398 and on her death in 1399 lhc 
Lordships passed 10 her daughter Elizabeth. She had been mar­
ried lo Lord Mowbray of Axholm, who died in 1368 and lhe 
estates fell 10 their eldest son John, who WIS created Earl of 
Nottingham in 1377, on the day of Richard II's Coronation. He 
died in 1382 and his younger brother Thomas became heir lO is 
brother's estates and the 'Earldom. 

,djr 

Mowbray 

Throu&hout the 1390s Nottingham wu a cenual player in na· 
tional politic, and in 1397 Richard recognized this by makinl 
Nottingham'• title of Bari-Marshal hereditary. Nouinghllll 
seems to have rewarded hil king with a loyalty ho previouslY 
lacked u In th1111,no year wu he instnunental in tho anest and 
execution of hil brother-in-law, the Earl of Arondel. NottilJihlll' 
wu grlJlled •walhea of Anwiel'a land Sussex and SumY ~ 
In September 1397 he wu crnted Duke of Norfolk, On hiS 



death in 1400, he left two sons from his second muriago to 
Bliubcth. the co-heir of Thomas Fitz-Alan, Bari of Arundel. 
Bliubcth held the estate in 1424 11 the time of her death and it 
passed to her second son John. Her eldest son Thomas was 
denied the Dukedom of Norfolk on his father•• death, by the 
new king Henry IV, Earl of Hereford but was made Earl Mar­
shal. This slight drove Mowbray to treason and he colluded 
with Archbishop Scropc of York, in an abortive rebellion in 
1405. They managed to galher 9,000 Yorkshire men and de­
clared Henry to be • usurpc: and marched north to join forces 
with the Bari of Northumberland. His forces were intercepted 
at Shipton Moor by a loyal force led by the Duke of Bedford 
and the Bari of Westmoreland. Mowbray and Scrope were seized 
and transported to Pontefract Castle. The King arrived in full 
fury and he immediately ordered Mowbray and Scropc's ex­
ecution at York. Both men were led out to the walls or lhe city 
and beheaded. 

Whitmore 

On Mowbray's dealh, his estates, including lhe Essex Manors 
fell co his younger brother John. John wu made Earl of 
Nottingham in 1413 and Duke of Norfolk in in 1416, holding 
che Lordships and the Burgh of Harwich at his death in 1432. It 
chen came info the possession of his son John who in tum left it 
to his son John. the4tlundlastDukeofNorfolkoftheMowbray 
family. John was born in 1444 and when he was seven years 
old he received the Earldoms of Surrey 111d Warrene and be· 
came Duke of Norfolk in 1461. He died suddenly, possibly 
murdered. in 1476 and the Mowbray male line became extinct. 

DESCENT OP GARLAND, 

N•thaniel Garland of Epsom, S\lffey = Mary Pf 

' N•thaniel, of Michaels10w Hall, Essex = Anne P3uit 
I 

Tho under-tenants at th• time wu William de Reynford of 
Bradfeild who held 'the maner of Strondelond, in Ramseye, of 
Robel! Reydon; and departing this lire in that years, he was suc­
ceeded by his son Henry'. 

The next possessor on record was John Lucu. At the time of 
his death on the 27th May 1599, he held this messuage called 
Strandlands, of John Herd as of his Lordship of Ramsey Hall in 
free focage. John his son and heir was succeeded in 1619 by his 
son, Alexander. Sir George Whitmore held it afierwards; from 
whom it passed as the rest of th~ estates, IO the families of Dav all, 
Burr, and Garland. 

The Overlordship between the Norfolb and the Oxford was 
Jong confused, but was clarified in the reign of Henry VIlI (1509-
47) when that King granted the estate to the de Vere Earls of 
Oxford. The de Vere inheritance was gradually broken up from 
the reign of Mary Tudor who granted Dovcrcourt and Harwich 
in 1558 to Sir Thomas Whlte who founded St John's College, 
Oxford. Edward, lhe 17th Earl, was a great favourite of Mary's 
half-sister, Elizabeth I. but he dissipated his fortune and his 
estates were sold by his creditors, John Herd, mentioned above, 
becoming the Lord of Siourland and the other de Vere Lordship 
in and a.round Harwich. The descent of the de Veres appears on 
page 8 of this catalogue. The Manor is offered by the Garland 
Trustees. 

Documents associated with this Manor 

Court Rolls 
Rcnlal 
Esttcal Rolls 

1297, 1351-1518, 1559-70 Essex RO 
cl465 

Acc:ount Roll, 
wilh other ManoB 

1525-41 
1475-76 Lambeth Archives 

Court Rolls 1547 Duchy of Cornwall 
Valuation. Henry VIII Public Record Office . 
with other manors 
Court Rolls 1400-1616 British Musemn 
Court Roll 1660-1661 Essex Record Office 
Court Books 1637-1828 
Survey 1656,1800,1825 
Steward's fee book 1889-1935 
Quit Rent no date 
Steward's Papers 1751-1813 
Court Boob 1829-1924 
Minute Books 1824-1924 
Stewards' Papers 1870--1930 
Quit Rents 1859-1885 
Map Book 1825-1827 
with other manors) 

Lewes Peak Garland, died 1780.. Indiana. daughta of Maj-Oen 

I Shetin&IOn Talbot, grmi-daughtei , 
of William Talbot, Bishop of Durham 

I .---------1 
Narbaniel. died 1845 - ANl91 list.er and heireca of Arthlll' Walw Cope or Armagh 

i I 
Edgar, Lord of lbe Manor mi High SLewud of Harwich, dsp 1912 Nalhaniel • • Muy, ugblcr of Rovd 

Al1hw Nadwli.el Oarland, "'Ellen daughier of Thomu Scott of EdgbulOn 
lalt of Ibo family lo live in Euex 
111d had lhroo ,on, by Ellen and a 
fourth by bi, lhird wife, Evelyn, 
dal&h&« ol Victor Chevallezde 
lliYaz. The Garland Lordship, 
iD &sex are now held by Trusr.eu 

died 1911 ferdinllld Faithfull 
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Qtbe 1torbsbiP of <l?idep 
QCo ~eatb, 3Jrelanb 

Oirlcy was put of lhe great Liberty of Meath granted by Henry 
Il to Hugh de Lacy, Earl of Linooln and Ulster. The grant en• 
compassed the whole of the county of Meath: 

Heru-y King of England &c has granlcd to Hugh tk IAcy /or his 
service the.land of MeoJh with its appurtC/IQ/ICcs by the service 
of 509 Knights to hold to him and his heirs m Murcard Ha 
Mula~hlyn Mid it oi:any other before him. And/or increase to 
the gift all f us wh,ch he has or shall acquire about Dublin, 
while M is the King's Bailiff (Governor), to do service to rhc 
King at his cily of Dublin. 

Hugh's great great grandfather, Walter, had attended William 
lhe Conqueror in the invasion of England almost 120 years be· 
furc. Walter's grandson. also Hugh. invaded Wales in the early 
years ofHcruy r, reign. Hugh was succeeded by two sons, the 
eldest. Walter, and Hugh. Hugh was constituted Conscable of 
Ireland and obtained the Earldom of Ulster &om King John for 
betraying John de Courcy, the ancestor of the present Baron 
Kingsale. But Hugh himself fell foul of that irascible King and 
was banished the country. Walter obtained a grant of Meath and 
its Manors from King John. Walter married Margaret, daughter 
of William de Braose. Lord of "the kingdom of Limerick" in the 
reign ofHcruy Il. Their surviving daughter, Matilda, married 
John le Botillcr to whom she brought considerable holdings in 
Meath. including Oirley. Her daughter and heiress, also Matilda, 
married William de Landres, Baron ofl.onchcs. In 1381, Eliza. 
beth, daughter and heiress of the last de Londres in lhe male 
line. married Christopher Preston, ancestor of the recent holder 
of Girley, VJSCOunt Oormanston. The de l.ondrcs. howe\lcr, seem 
to have alienated the Lordship to the de Prestons before their 
alliance with that family. 

Gormanston 

1be Le Poers, who completed the Preston holding in Meath and 
Connaught in 1414, also came to Ireland with Richard de Clare, 
in lhe person of Sir Roger de la Poer. Tho historian, Oa-aJd or 
Walea, says of him dw .. there was not a man who did more 
valiant acts Ihm Roger lo Poer, who, although he were young 
and beard)esl, yet he shewed himself a lusty, valiant, and coura­
gooua gfillJJoman, and who grew into 1uch good credi1, thac ho 
had lhe govanmall of die country about Lclghlln. 11 also In 
Ossory, where ha wu lrait.oroully tilled", Bdmund Pouo,e 
mentioned in die Oonnwron Roglac.er at tho National Ubruy, 
Dublin. wu Ibo~ of Nicholu Le Poor whoso ■on Poter 
wu crea&od Lord Lo Poer, Baron of Curngbmore, by Hwy VI 
iD 1452. His d-=endaal, IUdwd Power {•le) WU advanced to 

Pouere 

the Viscountcy of Dccics and Earldom of Tyrone in 1673. The 
family arc now represented by the eighth Marquess of Waterford, 
John De La Poer Beresford, and have changed Power back ro 
the Anglo-Nonnan spelling. 

We now tum back to the Prcstons. Sir Robert Preston was cre­
atcd VISC()unt of Gonnanston in 1478, the oldest Irish VJ.SCOuntcy. 
He was Lord Deputy of Ireland in the reign of Edward IV when 
lhc King•s son, Richard, Duke of York • who was murdered in 
the Tower of London by Richard ill • held the sinecure post of 
Lord LleutenanL The Gonnanstons suffered somewhat in the 
16th century for their adhesion to the Catholic cause and tem­
porarily lost their lands to Lord Deputy Skeffington, now repre­
smtcd by V11count Masscreenc and Fcrrard. The Oormanstons 
survived the plantations of Elizabeth and James I. ·but espoused 
the forlorn cause of James II who was dethroned in 1689. The 
seventh Viscount was indicted for high treason and outlawed in 
1691, although he had died the month before publication of his 
ban. Ninety-nine years later, the family were restored in blood 
and thrive to this day. 

Power 

It ii worth noting another family COMcctcd with lho Proscons. 
In 1394, a young man by the name of Janico DartoiJ urivod in 
Ireland &om Oucony wilh Richard n. Richard had boon bom 
in Bordeaux and Janico'1 lifelong loyalty co him wu pediap1 u 
a ro,ult or dul. Although apparenlly wilhout AIO' noble back­
ground, or even backing, Janico (also spell Jenico. a name still 
found In tho Viscoun11 Oonnanston to du, day) rose rapidly in 



Massereene and Ferrard 

lhe favour of the King. He was an Esquire of the Chamber wilh 
• &rant of 100 marks a year from the Exchequer and served 
bravely and with considerable success in various wars. In par• 
ticular, Ianic:o was closely associated with the success of Rich• 
ard Il's campaign 10 force the Irish chicftanS ID submit to him in 
1395. 

Janico returned IO Ireland in 1399 as the right-hand man of Tho­
mas Holland, Duke of SUJTey. King Richard was determined to 
•venae lhc death of his cousin Roger, Earl of March and Ulster, 
who had been killed by the Irish chieftanS in 1398 while on a 
mission to enforce thcir previous oaths of allcigance ID the King. 
Janico headed an army which in two baules killed more than 
400 Irish soldiers. But King Richard was forced to abandon his 
campaign by events in England • the Lancastrians, led by the 
future Henry IV, threatened his throne. Events soon overto<>k 
,Rjchard and he was overthrown. Janice remaining loyal to the 

lasL 

For this loyalty he was imprisoned in Chester Castle, but Henry 
JV ordered his release md took him into his service in 1400. He 
prospered under lhe new King and was soon back in Ireland, 
where be began to receive granll of land. In 1404, he wu made 
Admir-1 of Ireland in recognition of his efforts against the Irish 
chieftans, He died in 1426, having seived four successive En• 
glish Kings. and left a son, also Janico and a daughter, Joan. 
Jomi married Christopher Preston, son ofChirstoper Preston and 
his wife, Bliubeth de Landres. On the death of the second 
Jmk:o, his son. mo Janico succeeded him in the lands. On this 
Janicc>'s death in 1464someofhislandspassed 10 the VtScounts 
Oomwiston. 

1bc Oonnanswn Register has been published and a copy is avail• 
able for inspection at the Manorial Society of Great Britain. 

Preston 
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DESCENT OF THE VISCOUNTS GORMANSTON, sometime Lords of Girley 

Philip de Preston 

I 
Preston 

I 
Roger de Preston 

I 
Sir Robert Preston, 1st Baron Gormanston = Margaret, dau of Walter de Bermingham, Lord of Carbery 

Sir Christopher Preston, 2nd Baron Gormanston = Blizabeth, dau and heiress of William de Loundres 

Christopher Preston, 3rd Baron Gormanston = Jane D' Artols 

Sir Robert Preston, 1st Viscount Gormanston, ob 1503 = Janet, dau of Sir Richard Molyneux 

Sir William Preston, 2nd Viscount Gormanston, ob 1532 j Anne Burnell 

I 
Jenico, 3rd Viscount Gormanston, ob 1569 = Catherine, dau of 9th Earl of Kildare 

Christopher, 4th Viscount Gormanston, ob 1599 = Catherine Fitzwilliam 

Jenic:o, 5th Viscount Gonnanston, ob 1630 s Margaret, dau of Nicholas St Lawrence, Lord Howth 

Nicholas, 6th Viscount Gormanston = Mary, dau of 1st Viscount Bamewall of Kingsland 

r ---

Jenico, 7th Viscount, who having adhered to the lost cause of James U was indicted and outlawed for treason in 1691. 
He was succeeded by his nephew 

Jenico, 8th Vascount Gonnanston 
succeeded by his brother 

I 

Andrew, 9th Viscount Gormanston = Mary Preston 

I 
Jenico, 10th Viscount Gonnanston, ob 1757 • Thomasine, dau of Baron Trimelstown 

Anthony, 11th Viscount Gonnanston, ob 1786 = Henrietta Robinson 

Jenico, 12th Viscount Gonnanston, ob 1860 = Margaret, dau of 2nd Viscount Southwell 

Edward, 13th Visoount Cormanston • LucretiaJernlngham 

I I 
Jenico, Uth Viscount Cormanston j Georgina Connellan 

I 
Jenico, 15th Viscount Corma1ton, ob 1925 • Eileen, dau of Ceneral Rt Hon Sir William Butler 

I 
I 

William, 16th Visa>Wlt Cormanston, ob 1940 r Pamela, granddau of 9th Earl of Denbigh 

I 
Jem,co Nicholas Dudley Preston, 17th and present Visa>unt Gormanston, Premier Viscount of Ireland and Baron of 
lvecolyan 



OI:be 1Lorbs1Jip of ~elpringbam cum 1/jfckerstone 
l.incolnsbire 

H6LPRINOHAM is a large village and Parish and the road from 
Spalding to to Sleaford, seven miles southeast of the latter place. 
It consislS of 3,405 acres of land. The Lordship iJ crossed by 
Car-Dyke, • massive Roman channel, thought to be the second 
largest Roman amstruction in England after Hadrian•, Wall. Car­
Oylcc was excavated in 1999 and there arc several theories about 
purpose which have been proposed. Some archcologisu uguc 
that it was a drainage chlllJlel while others maintain that it was 
• boundary for an Imperial Estate. 

Hclpringham is mentioned Domesday Book, (1086) and the 
entry reads: 

In Helpringham Aelfric had 7 Caru.cates of Land. 
and 3 bovares 

taxable. Land/or as many ploughs and oxen. 
Ro~rt of Vessey 

has 3 ploughs in Lordship; 
J 3 villagers and 9 smallholdus with 4 ploughs 

Meadow, 15 acres 
Value before 1066 D; now £12 

Soon after Domesday the Lordship of Hclpringham seems to 
have passed the the Latimer family. They had • scat at Thorpe 
Latimer, in the parish. which was heavily fortified. The site, 
now an orchard, has the remains of a defensive moaL The first 
not.able member of this distinguished medieval clan was Will­
iam de Latimer of Yorkshire who prosecuted Geoffrey de Valoins 
in 1190 in a dispute about land in Yorkshire. The surname of 
Latimer is remarked from ann old inquistion 10 have been at• 
cn'buled to Wrcnoc. the son of Meirric, who held certain lands 
by the service of being larimu that is intupretu between the 
Welsh and English. Of this name English History has boasted 
of several distinguished personages. William's grandson, and 
namcuke for instance, was made Sheriff of Yorkshire in 1254 
and was for some time Governor of York Castle. Two years 
later, he fought in Scotland for Alexander m (son-in-law of 
Henry ID) against rebels and was rewarded by being made 
&che.ier-Oenenl of England, north of the TrenL In 1270, he 
accompanied Prince Edward (later Edward I) on a pilgrimage 
ro Jerusalem. He seems to have spent the next 30 years fighting; 
in Sc:otland. Wales and France and WIS summoned to Pulia­
ment u Baron Latimer of Danby in 1299. He WIS succeeded 
by his son William, who \\'IS also summoned to Puliament as a 
Baron in 1305. Like his father, William had a distinguished 
miliwy career under Edward I in Scotland and in 1314 fought 
at lbe Balde of B1111110dcbum for Edward JI (1307-1327). In 
1319, be took lhe side of Thomas Earl of Lancaster in that 
nobJanan's dispute with Edward, but was pardoned after re­
ruming ro cheKin&'s banner to take part in Lancaster's defeat at 
abeBatde ofBoroughbrid,e in 1322. He WIS rewarded with the 
governorship of York Castle. Tho descent of the Lalimen lies 
ondie following pqe. 

William was ,aicceeded in his escates by his son William, who 
ill 1111D wu 111acceedcd by lhe 4th D1r0n, his son, aha William. 
This Lalim« continued rho family tradition of loyal miliwy 
acnic:c. filhdnl for P.dward ID in 1359, In lho 111110 year he 
WU 1pp0intod Governor o! B6dlerol in Brittany and in 1360 
WU DIido lieutenant of Ibo whole Duchy. A year lat.or ho WU 
made• Knipl of lbe Oarrc,, In 1368 ho rclumod 10 England u 

warden of English £orc,la beyond tho Trent and then Chamber­
lain lo the King's Household. During this time he was held in 
high favour of John of Gaunt, Duke of Lancasler, whose influ­
ence WIS then at its peak. ~ Oaunt's influence waned, Latimer'• 
position wcalccned and he was impeached by the "Oood Parlia­
ment" of 1376 as a bad counsellor. He was charged with having 
been guilty of oppression in Britanny and taken bribes for the 
release of captured ships and embeuling in fines due to the 
King. He was found guilty and stripped of his offica. This 
punishment lasted a few weeks. On the death of the Black Prince 
Lancaster recovered his power and Latimer wu restored with 
him. On the accession of Richard ll in 1377 Latimer wu once 
more in full favour with the Monarch and continued to serve the 
Crown until his death in 1381. 

Willoughby de Broke 

On Latimer's death. the Lordship of Helpringham passed to his 
heiress, Bl.izabelh who married John Nevill. who was summoned 
ro the Puliament of 1404 u Baron Latimer. John Nevill's son 
and namesake died without issue and tho Lordship passed to 
his d111ghler Elizabeth. who married Sir Thomas Willoughby. 
There followed a dispute between the Nevills and De Brokes 
aboul who was enlided to the Barony of Latimer. The claim 
was settled during the reign of Henry VIII (1509-47) when the 
B110ny though conceded by Robert Lord Willoughby de Broke 
ro Richard Nevill. 2nd Lord Latimer, has bcenconsidcm:I since 
to belong to the Barons Willoughby de Broke. Certainly, the 
Lordship of HeJpringham wu with this family until the 19th 
Ct.rltur)', In 1856, Robctt. tho 17th Lord Willoughby dcBrob is 
listed u being Lord of Helpringam and having 400 acres of 
land in the atCL The Lordship wu sold in Ibo 20th centmy. 
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Latimer 

DESCENT OF THE LATIMERS, BARON LATIMER OF DENBY, somertime Lords of Helpringham 

William le Latimer, living 1190- 91 = ? 

William le Latimer living 12.54 and in the • = 
Holy Land with Prince Edward. 1270, 
summoned to Parliament as Baron 
Latimer of Danby, having in 1299 . 
received a grant of the Manor of Danby 
from the.King. died 1305 

Alice. dau of Walder Lcdit (or Braybrooke) 
by which marriage he obtained the Feudal Barony 
of Warden in Northants and the Manor and 
Hundred of Corby 

Wiliiaro, ind ·baron. died 1327 = (l) Lucy, dau of Robert de Thweng, divorced for adultery 
(2) Sybil, widow of William de Huntingfield 

(2) 
I 

William, 3rd Baron. died 1335 = Elizabeth, dau of Lord Botcton 

William, 4th Baron, died 1381 Eliubeth PilZAlan. dau of Richud, Eu! or Arundel 

Elizabeth :a John Nevill, Lord Nevill of Raby 

John Nevill. Lord Raby, and Baron Latimcr (1404) 
in right of his moth«, dsp 1430, having no 
issue by Maud, dau of Thomas Clifford. Lord 
Clifford, and widow of Richard Plantagenet, Bui 
of Cambridge 

Elizabeth Nevill = 
Lady of Helpingham 

Sir1nomu Willoughby whoso grandson 
became Lord Willoughby de Brooke. and 
the Manor descended in this family 
till the.19th century 

Documents associated with this Manor: 

Court Rolls 
Terrier and Rental 
Rentals and Suneya 
CourtBoob 
Minutea 
P-inea 
Membon 

1411-1632 British Librar)' 
1703-1707 
1501-1855 
1729-1924 LincolnshirORO 
1780-1819 
1877-1886 
20th century 



'Otbe 1Lorbsbip of l\.ibings Qtourt 
~udtingbam~bire 

nns MANOR WIS ftrst mentioned, along with others in the 
area, in lhc 14th century. 11 came to John de Moleyns through 
his wife Gille, who was daughter and co-heir Sir Robert Pogeys 
of Stoke Pogcs, andwaspartofthe 13112 hidcsoflandinDalchct 
owned at Domesday by Giles de Pinkney. John de Moleyns 
wu granted free wuren in Riding in 1331. In 1340 John WIS 

charged with irregularities regarding the money required for the 
siege ofToumai (during Edward l's expedition to Prance). He 
wu put in the Tower of London and his lands and goods were 
sciz.cd. The Manor remained in the hands of the King until 1345 
when John wu restored. 

Moleyns 

John was made Queen's Steward but was in trouble again in 
1355 and was imprisoned in 1357 along with his wife, Oille. 
They wen held at Nottingham Castle and Cambridge Casile. 
John 'uon. William, obtained seisin of his father's lands in 1359 
and they were later granted IO him for life. Gille was pardoned 
in J360 (John having died in prison) and her lands were re­
srored. They passed to her son, W'llliam, who died in 1380. His 
son, Riclwd. died in 138S. Richard's son, William, was only 
seven at the time of his father's death and WIS pl~ in the 
custody of Thomas, Earl of Buckingham (later Duke of 
Gloucester). Wdliam was knighted and died in 1424, and his 1 

effigy can still be seen today in Stoke Poges church. His son, 
also William, gave proof of his age in 1427 and was slain two 
years later at the siege of Orleans. He had only one child, a 
dau&hter, Eleanor, who was three years of age at his death. She . 
muried Sir Robert Hungerford, later Lord Hungerford and Lord 
de Moleyns. Lord Hungerford obtained a grant of her lands in 
1441, and served in the French wars. He wu talten prisoner at 
Chatillon in 1453 and held captive for seven years, being re­
leased on payment of a substantial ransom. He fought for Henry 
VJ at his defeat at Towton in 1461 and wu consequently 
anainrc,d He wu taken prisoner at the battle of Hexham in . 
1464. wu beheaded soon after at Newcastle and buried at' 
Salisbury Cathedral. His IDll and heir, Sir Thomu Hungerford, 
wu also attain.red and beheaded in 1469, again for his involve­
ment In Iha conspiracy IO restore Henry VI. Sir Robert's lands 
wen for Iha molt part ginn ro Richard, Duke of Olouce1tet 
(afterwards Richard III) 

Jtil widow, EJeanor, married Sir Oliv« de Manningham and 
received a general pardon and tho restoration of most of hot 
Jmdl in 1472. Riding, Court wa, however, oxc:opcod from 1111,, 

During this time it wu farmed IS thcManorofRidingCourt for 
£12 81. 4d. yearly. It wu granted in a lease to Sir Maurice 
Bcrkcly in 1544 and this lease WIS renewed in 1557 and 1576. 
Richard Hanbury succeeded him u lessee and obtained a re­
newal in 1586. He later obtained a grant and !he Manor passed 
to his daughter, EUubcth, upon his death in 1608. Elizabeth 
wu the wife of Sir Edmund Wheeler and the Manor passed to 
him. He left the Lordship IO his son. William, who left it upon 
his death to his executors for the provision and education of his 
children, wilh a reversion to his son, Wtlliam, and his heirs. 

The Manor then passed through several hands and wu eventu­
ally conveyed to John, second Duke of Montagu, in 1742. After 
the dealh of his son-in-law, Oeorge, Earl of Cardigan and later 
Duke of Montagu, Ridings Court passed to his daughter, Eliza­
beth, who wu the wife of Henry, third Duke of Buccleuch. 

Hungerford 

Elizabeth died in 1827 and the Manor devolved her second son. 
Lord Montagu of Boughton. He died without issue in 1845. 
His widow survived him and on her death the Manor passed to 
his nephew, Walter Francis, filth Duke of Buccleuch. He wu 
Lord Privy Seal from 1842 to 1846 aid aftcrwuds Lord Piesi­
dent of lhe Council. His widow, Chulotte, Duchess of 
Buccleuch, held theManonmlilherdealh in 1895, when it passed 
ro her second son, Henry, LordMontagu of Beaulieu. The Man« 
then passed through that family to the present Lord Montagu. 
the vendor. A descent is given at the end of the catalogue. 
Ridings Court is in the Parish of Stoke Poges, approximately 40 
miles west of London. The present Lord Montagu lives at Pll• 
ace House, Beaulieu, where he founded the National Motor 
Museum, thus creating the most successful stalely homo in tho 
British Isles. The descent of tho Montagus lies on tho following 
page. • • 
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DESCENT OP t1fE MONTAGUS, sometime Lords of Ridings Court 

The Most Noble Walter Francis Douglas,-Scott-Montagu, 5th Duke of Bucdeuch and = Lady Charlotte Anne Thynne, dau of 2nd Marquess of Bath KG 
8th Dulce of Qoeensbeny, KC KT PC DO. ADC to QUEEN VICTORIA, ob 1884 I 

I I • 
William Henry Walter, succeeded to the Dukedoms Lord Henry John Douglas-Scott-Montagu, was gifted the Lordships=; Cedly Susan, dau of 2nd Lord Whamdiffe 
ad the balk of the family's vast estates, now of Ridley Court and Ditton (together with the Beau.lieu estate, 
iep.eseuh!d by Walter Prands John, 9th Duke of Hampshire) by his father, the 5th Duke of Bucdeuch, created Baron 
'Bua:leachand 11th Duke of Queensbeny Montagu of BeauJieu, 1835, ob 1905 

James Walter Edward, 2nd Lord Montagu, ob 1929 = (1) Lady Cecil Victoria Constance, dau of 9th Marquess of Lothian KT 

I 

(2) Alice Pearl, dau of Maj Edward Barrington CraJce, who remarried (1936) Capt the Hon Edward fleyd~Bouverie MVO, 
2nd son of the 6th Earl of Radnor :• 

' ,,....--------------l 
:-; w ~-=d{Gt-.n-&u;.'&t.," Dou~n-Mon.iagu, 3n:H.ord Moniagu sometime 

Lord of the Manor of_ Ridings Court. Bucks, founder of the National Motor 
Mmemn at Beauli~ Chairman of English Heritage 1982-91 

(1) - - .. - --· (2) - - (1) 

• (ij Flizabeth Belinda, dau of Captain the Hon de Bathe Crossley, son of lf>rd Smerieyton 
. (2) Fiona Margaret, dau of Richard Herbert 

The Hon Ralph. I, 1961 The Hon Jonathan Deane, I, 1975 The Hon Mary Rachel, b 1964 
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fltlJe Jlorbsbip of ~itstone .f}eprnut 
1liutkingbamsbire 

Tim LORDSIIlP or Pitstono Neymut lies within the parish or 
Pitstone, or Pightlcsthomc, on the borden ofBucldnghlllUhirc 
and Hertfordshire. Pitstonc Neymut was one of two Manors held 
before the Conquest of 1066, by two men of the Abbot of St 
Albans. After the Conquest it came into the possession of the 
Count of Mortain, and was held from him by Bernard. The 
Domesday cnll')' reads; 

In the same villagc(Pitstone) Bernard holds 3 hides, and 1 
vigrate from the Count as one Manor. 

Land for 1 plough; 1/2 there;(another) 1/2 possible. 
2 Smallholders. 

Woodland. 10 pigs. 
The value is and always was 10s. 
Gladwin, the Abbot of St Albans, 
man held lhi1 land; he could sell. 

Robert Mortain was William the Conqueror's uterine brolher, 
bis elder brother was Bishop Odo of Baycaux. Mortain was 
raised lO the rt.nit of count, after lhe title was stripped from Wil­
liam the Warling, the Duke of Normandy's cousin. The Duke 
was anxious to raise the profile of his brother, his aim being to 
raia up the humble kindred of his mother wh.ile he pluclcd 
down 1M proud kindred of his[alhu. In 1066, Robert was present 
at the council held at Lillebonne to discuss lhe invasion of En­
gland. His wealth can be measured by the fact that he contrib­
uted 120 ships to the invasion force (though some doubt this 
fact) and his possessions, after the invasion, were Pid to be 
larger than any other follower of the Conqueror. After the suc­
cess of the invasion, lhe Count of Mortain Mortain remained in 
England to protea Linoobuhire against the resurgent Danes 
while at the same time his own castle of Montacute in Somerset 
was being besieged by the Saxons. As William I lay dying, in 
1087. Robert pleaded the ca11se of Odo. the King's half-brolher 
who was in disgrace and on lhc dealh of lhe Conqueror, Robert 
joined Odo in supporting Robert Cunhose against William Rufus. 
He held out at the Castle of Pevmsey against William from April 
to June 1088, but soon yielded and was reconciled to the new 
King. 

Egerton 

In Piutone there was another holding, possessed by Lopsic, be· 
fore tbeOlnqut.St and afterwards by Miles Crispin II seems prob· 
able lhat !hue holdings combined with those of Mortmain 10 
form the Manor of Pitscone Neymut The Manor came into the 
bands of the Neymut family in the 12th century and any distlnc 

D 

D 

Neyrn11t 

tion disappeared as the Lordship acquired their monic~e~. The 
fint known Neymut was Miles, who held the Lordship m the 
reign of Henry n (1154-89). He married Maud, daughter of 
Geoffrey de Bella Aqua, or Belewe, and h~ w~ succeeded by 
lheir son Miles in 1204. The Manor remained Ill the Neymut 
family until the end of the 15th c:cnrury when lhe lastNeymut. 
Sir John, died without issue. His heirs were his sisters, Marga­
ret, wife of John Harvey and Elizabeth. wife of John Hartishom. 

In 1477 lhe Manor was possessed b)'Thomas Hartisthorn, prob­
ably the grandson of Elizabeth and John. He died seiud of it, 
leaving it 10 his daughter and heir, Elizabeth. In 1551, the Lord­
ship wu held by Sibyle Hawtrey, daughter of Elizabeth 
Hartisthom, and on her dealh in that yea it passed to her son 
William H1.wtrey. From him it passed on to his cousin John. 
who died seized of it in 1594. His heir was his nephew Ralph. 
Ralph conveyed the the Manor to Lord Ellesmere ~d Sir John 
Egerton in 1606, unifying the land with the main Manor of 
Pitstone. 

Lord Elleamere was Lord Chancellor under James I, and played 
an instrumental pan in the foundation of the independence of 
the C::ourt of Olancery from lhc common law courts. Ellesmere 
was the forbear of the Dukes of Bridgewater. The name of 
Bridgewater is forever linked to the history of English naviga­
tion. Francis Egerton. the 3rd Duke, built the Bridgwater canal, 
from Worsley to Manchester, which was finished in 1761. The 
canal stretched a distance of 10 miles and was engineered by 
James Brindley, a brilliant self-taught engineer in the employ of 
the Duke. Bridgewater wanted coal 10 be carried to the coast 
and Brindley provided him with a gravicy-flow route. using 
aquaduclS and gentle slopes, inslead oflocb. It wu a financial 
success, cutting the cost of transporting coal to the docks by 
half and providing a stimulus for the Induslrial Revolution in 
the North-west of England. 

Pitstono Neymut remained in lho Bgenon family wttil the be. 
ginning or the 19th connuy, when. through tho marriage of 
Amelia.Sophia, daughter of Amelia Bgcrton and Sir Abraham 
Hwno ofWorrrsleybwy, lo John, Lord Brownlow (later 1st Bart 
Brownlow) this family being recent owners. 

Documents atsOClated wltJt tills Manor 

Various Coun Papers, minutes, Special Courtsdated variously 
from 1681 to 1800 
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ntEDBSCBNT OP BROWNLOW, sometime Lords of Pltstone Neymut 

Samuel Cwt of Boston, Lines died 1663 = Ann, daughter of Richard Burrell 
of Dowsby, Lina 

Sir Richard Cust, created (1677) Baronet = Beatrice, daughter of William Pury 
of Pinchbeck,, MP, Lines and Stamford I of Kirton, Lines 
died 1700 _ 

I 
Sir Pury Cust, died 1699 -= (1) Ursula, daughter of Edward Woodcock of Newtimber, Sussex 

I I 
Sir Richard, 2nd B.tronet, = Anne, daughter of Sir William Brownlow, 4th Baronet of 
died 1734 I of Belton, Lines, sister to Sir John Brownlow, 5th and last 

_ Baronet, 1st and last Viscount lyrionnel and Lord Charleville 
,r------.-i 

Sir John, 3rd Baronet, Privy Counccllor and Speaker = Elthelred, daugther of Thomas Payne 
of House of Commons, died 1770 I of Hough-on-the-Hill, _Lines 

I 
Sir Brownlow Cust, 4th Baronet, created (1776) 1st Baron = (2) Frances, daughter of Alderman Sir 
Brownlow, MP llchester, Somerset and Grantham, Lines Henry Bankes of London 
died 1807 

Sir Jo n Cust, 2nd Baron, created (1815) Earl Brownlow 
and Viscount Alford, of Alford, Lines, MP, Oithcroe, 
Lanes, Lord Lieutenant, Lines, 1809 -52, died 1853 

= (1) Sophia, daughter of Sir Abraham Hume, 
2nd Baronet, died 1814 

{2) Caroline, daughter of George Audyer of 
Ayston, Rutland, died 1824 

(3) Lady Emma Edgecumbe, daughter of 2nd Earl 
of Mount Edgecumbe, died 1853 

John William Spencer Brownlow Egerton-Cust,2nd Earl, 
succeeded to the estates of the Dukes and Earls of 
Bridgewatez;. ADC to QUEEN VICTORIA, KING EDWARD Vil, 
and KING GEORGE V, died 1921, when the Earldom expired 
and the Barony and the great estates passed to his cousin, 
Adelbert Salusbury 

Rev Henry Cockayne Cust, of Cockayne, Hatley, Beds = Lady Anna Needham, daughter of 
died 1861 1st Earl of Kilmorey 

Hen Francis Cockayne-Cust, MP for Grantham, died 1884 = Sara, daughter of Issac Cookson 

.----------------------11 of Meldon Park, Northumberland 
H~ John, died without issue, 1917 Adelbert Salusbury, 5th Baron Brownlow, == Maud dau 

Peregrine Francis Adelbert, 6th Baron Brownlow 
Lord Ueutenant, Lines, 1936 -SO, Lord-in-Waiting 
to KING EDWARD VIII 

died 1927 I of Captain S 
_ Bucl<le 

Katherine Harlot, daughter of Brigadier 
Sir David Kinlock, 11th Baronet 

Davied, died aged one year Edward John Peregrine Cust, 7th 
and present Baron Brownlow 

Brow11/ow 



AT THE time of the Norman Conquest (I 066), this Manor be­
longed to Othcrc, lhe Ovezlord being at the lime of the Domesday 
S~er, 20 Y~ later, Iudhael de Totncs, Feudal Baron ofTotnes. 
It_ lies in the pansh ofBrixham, a small fishing town, with whose 
history Lupton, or Luckton, is much intertwined The 
Ovedordship was ~cld by lhe de ~omeroys, Bonvilcs, and Greys 
throughout lhe Middle Ages wttil 1554, with the execution of 
Thomas Orey, Duke of Suffolk. when their estates vested in the 
Crown. The descents of these families are given here. 

Allhough reputed members of the Upper House in 1259, the de 
PomC2'0ys were not peers in the proper sense. according to Sir 
William Dugdale in his Baronage: 

Near after the CON/IU!SI, all such as had free Seigniories or 
Lordsmps, which we call Court-Barons, came to the Parliament 
alld sau as noblu in the upper House; bUI when, by experi­
ence, ii appeared, that the Parliament was too 11U1Ch pestered 
with such Multiludu, ii grew to a Custom, that none should 
come thilho bur such as the King.for their extraordinary W-u­
dom or QUJJliry, though/ good to call by Wril; which Writ, at 
first, ran, Hoc vice tOJltum-To appear only for that turn. After 
that, Genrlanen ~t~ Estaie of Nobilily to be bUI casual, 
and dq,endenl ~ ~)he Prince's pleasure, sought a more 
certain Hold, and obldi._;;;J of the King letters-Patnds of their 
Digniliu to them and their Heirs-Male. 

W-uliam de Pomeroy, living 1102, younger brother to Jocelyn 
(see pedigree chart) was father to Ethel ward, who was said to 
have l,een the fowider of Buckfast Abbey in Buckfastleigh, 
Devonshire· This is incorrect because the abbey was founded 
by .. l)ukc Alfred" for White monks (Cistercians) before the 
,Norman Conquest More lilcely is that Ethelward de Pomeroy 
re-founded the abbey, which had been destroyed by the Danes 
more than a hundred years earlier. 

Sir Henry de Pomeroy had 'taken some great disgust' 11 Rich­
ard I, probably because that King had seized his lands and re­
granted them only on payment of a fine of 700 marks. When 
Richard, on his way back from Crusade in the Holy Land, in 
1193, was captured by Dulce Leopold of Austria and held to 
ran.som, Henry joined Prince John's rebellion and took St 
Michael's Mount, Cornwall, which he fortified. But when the 
King returned in 1194, Henry committed St Michael's to the 
Archbishop of Canterbury and appears to have died of fright. 
According to another version of this story: 

... A Serjeanl at Arms of the King's, came to their Ancestor a1 his 
Castle of Biry (Berry Pomeroy), received kind EnlertaiN11enl 
there for several Days toget~r; and al his Departure was grali• 
fled with a liberal Reward; ill countucharge whereof. the Su­
jeant then, and no sooner, revealing his long conaakd Errand, 
flatly arruteth his Hoast, to mak his immdiau Appearance 
be/on the King.for answering a capilal Crime. Which una­
pected and ill carried Message the Genlle.m(UI took in such 
despight, as with his Dagger he stabbed the Messenger to the 
heart; and then. well knowing, in so superlative Offence all hope 
of Pardon foreclosed, he abaNUJns his Home, gets to a Sister of 
his abiding in St Michaers Mount (most likely as the Prioress of 
that Cell) and bequaths a large Portion of his Land, in those 
Parts, to the Religious Persons there for Redeeming his Soul; 
and, lastly, cause th himself to be let Blbod unto DeaJh, for pre• 
suving the mnninder of his Estate unto his Heir. 

DESCENT OF GREY, MARQUESSES OF DORSET AND DUKES OF SUFFOLK, 1471-1554, LORDS OF LUPTON 

Sir Thomas Grey, KG, Marquess of Dorset, died 1501 = (1) Cecily Bonvile (see that descent) 

I I I I , ' I• 

Ed ward, dsp Anthony, dsp ~omas, 2nd Marquess of Dorset = (1) Eleanor, daughter of Oliver, Lord St John 
died 1530 (2) Margaret, daughter of Sir Robert Wooton. of 

of Bocton, Kent • 

Henry Grey, KG, 3rd Marquess of Devon, 
created Duke of Suffok, 1551, 
executed, 1554 

. .. 
= (1) Katherine, daughter of William 

Earl of Arundel 
.John, ancestor of the Earls 
of Stamford and Warrington 

(2) Frances Brandon, daughter and heir 
of Chareles Brandon, Duke of Suffolk 
by Mary, sister td HENRY VIII 

a,,_ _________ ...J... __________ .;,__ _____ (2) 

lady Jane Grey (the "Nine Days Queen") .. Lord Guildford Dudley, Duke of Northumberland 
executed 1553 Lord Protector, executed 1553 

Katherine, from 
whom the 
Marquesses of 

• Hertford and 
Marquesses of 
Allesbury 
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POMEROY OVBRtORDS OF tUPTON, BARONS OF TOTNBS AND BERRY POMEROY 

Ralph de Pomeroy (temp WILLIAM I) l ? 

I 
Joel de Pomeroy I a natural daughter to HENRY I (1100-35) and sister to Reginald, Earl of Cornwall 

Hen/,, de Pom"°Y l M,mda Vitrei J..!.1~ . Jihn Wllilam 

Sir t-/.cnry de Pomeroy . Alice de Vere, daughter Ethel ward 
0iving temp HENRY II, 1154-89) l of the Earl of Oxford ( refounded Buckfastlelgh Abbey, see text) 

I 
Henry de Pomeroy, living temp RICHARD I I 

I 

Margery de Vernon, daughter (7) of William, younger son and 
eventual heir to Baldwin de Redvers, Earl of Devon 

Henry de Pomeroy J Joan de Valletort 

I 
Henry de Pomeroy 1 Joan de Mules (reputed a peer in 1259, but s_ee text) 

I 
Sir Henry de Pomeroy I ? 

I 
Henry de Pomeroy J ? 

I 
William 

I 
Nicholas 

I 
Thomas 

I 

I 
John 

I 
Sir John de Pomeroy, = Joan, daughter of 

Sir Richard Merton 
of Merton, Devon 

I 
Joan - James Chidleigh Margaret = Adam Cole 

dsp 

I 
Joan= (1) Sir John St Aubyn 

(2) Sir Philip Brian, son of Guy, Lord Brian of Tor-Brian . 
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(3) Sir Thomas de Pomeroy of Sandridge, son of Robert, presumably a relative of this family to whom Sir John de 
Pomeroy (supra) conveyed the Barony of Beny (Pomeroy) 

(3) 

Edward de Pomeroy = Margaret, daughter of Peter Bea vii and Margaret, daughter of Richard de Colaton 

H~ = 0) Allce,daughter of Walter Raleigh 

0) I (2) Amy Camel 

I 
St Clair 

r 

I 
John 

I 
s~ Ridwd de Pomeroy, liv;ng ~mp T Eliubeth; daught~ or.Rkhud Denz;I ., . Sir.Thomas, knighted at the Coronation 
HENRY VII, 1485-1509 j of FiUeigh, Devon of Elizabeth of York. Queen to 

HENRY VII, 1486 

I 
Sir Edward de Pomeroy, created a Knight of lhe Bath at the Investiture I Jane, daughter of Sir Jonn Sapcets 
of Prince Herny (liter HENRY Vlll), Prince of Wales, 1503 I 

I I I 
SU Thom" de Pomeroy T J•n~ daughte, of Pime &lgrumbe, .,,e,i,., H,gh 

J of the present Earl of Mount Edgcumbe 

r 

William 
I 

Edward 

Sir Thomas Pomeroy (sic) J 7 daughter of Henry Rolle, see Lordship of MARHAMCHURCH in this Catalogue 

r 
Valentine Pomeroy 

I 
(1) 7 daughter of Sir James Reyne! of East Ogborne, Devon 
(2) Margaret, daughter of Sir John Whiddon of Chagford 

I 
Roger Pomeroy of Sandridge, living 1690 



--

Grey 

How the Pomeroy Overlordship of Lupton came to the Bonvilcs 
we have not disoovcrcd, but they were Feudal Barons of Berry 
and TotnC1 by 1381, in the person of Sir Nicholas Bonvile. His 
son. John Bonvilc, acc:omparucd Heruy V into France in 1415, 
in the suite of Thomas, Dulce of Clarence, the King•, brother, 
and was pr~cnt at the banlc of AgincourL He became Oovcr­
nor of Aquitaine, south-west France, 111d in 1443 was retained 
by Henry VI for a year to provide 20 mcn-at-anns and 600 ar­
chers. He wu created Baron Bonvilc, a peer of Parliament, in 
1◄32. and during the ci•il WU or the 1450s (the Wan or tho 
Rose1) wu captured by the Lancastrians at the battle of 
Nonlwnpcon in 1460, and beheaded. His grandson and name­
sake left an only daughter and heir, Cecily, who married Tho­
mas Grey, first Marqucss or Dorset, and brought this great in­
berit.mce to that family where it remained un.til the execution 
and forfeiture of the third Marquess and first Duke of Suffolk in 
1SS4. At the instigation of his brother-in-law, Richard Dudley, 
Duke of Northumbcrlancl, Suffollc declared his daughta-, Lady 
Jane (a gnnd-daughter in the female line or Henry Vll) Queen. 
She mgncd for nine days before the arrival of Mary Tudor, Henry 
Vlll's daughter by Katherine or Aragon - hence, the expression 
•a nine-day wonder'. Jane's husband, Lord Guilford Dudley, 
wu 1,chcadcd in 15S3, lhe bloody catafalque afterwards being 
drawn beneath his widow's prison window in tho Tower, and 
SM suffered the same fate the following year. Horace Walpole, 
in his Calalog~ o/NolkAwhors, describes her as "this admi­
rable young heroine... The works of this lovely scholar's writ­
in& are four Lat.in epis1Jcs; lhrcc 10 Bullinger, and one to her 
ns&er, the Lady Katheme, which WIS written the night before 
her death. in• Orea Testament, in which she had been reading. 
and sent to ha sister." 

Lupcon Is found In Domesday Book (1086): 

Other• had it before /066. 
It paid ta for one vir1au of land. 

Land /or three plo111hl. 
1wo pto111lis tMre, with one ,taw. 
'lwo villa1tr1 and two smallholders. 

Wood/ONl,four acru. 
'lwocanle; IJ pigi,57 shnp. 

Formuly 5 shillings; value now JO shillings 

The Lords under the Barons of Berry Pomeroy were the Peniles 
for much of the medieval period. Their heireu brought it in the 
reign of Henry VI (1422-61) into the Upcon family. It wu 
acquired by the Haynes in the 17th century and sold in abouc 
1788 by Charles Hayne to Sir Francis Buller, ancestor or the 
pre.sent owner, Lord Churston, whose descent is given on the 
following pages. Lord Churston owned Lupton House heR in 
the 19th century and derives part or his peerage Mme from dm 
Manor. The parish church of St Mary the Vagin has memorials 
to the Uptons, Haynes, and Bullers, sometime Lords or the 
Manor. As already noted, the Lordship lies in the town or 
Brixham on the south Devon cout, about Jive miles north-a.st 
or Dartmouth. There is a monument on the quay here to the 
landingon.5 November 1688ofW-illiam, Prince of Orange, who 
WIS lO bcoome King W-iJlillll m. The inscription reads in part 
that the invasion wu to preserve "the Protestant religion and 
the liberties of England." HMS Bcllcrophon anchored here ror 
several days awaiting the arrival of the defeated Emperor Na­
poleon who was conveyed on this ship 10 exile on St Helena in 
the South Atlantic. 

Bonvile 

DESCENT OF BONVILE, Lordi of LUPTON in lhe 15th century 

Sir William _Bonvile, living 1381, died 1408 = Elizabeth, Lady of Chute, Devon, daughter and heir of Henry FitzRoger 

Sir WiJJiam Bonvile (see text), created, 1449, Baron BonvileofOluton, executed 1460 = triargaret Meriet 

William, dvp j BJizabeth, daughter William, Lord Harington 

I 
WJJlfam, JcJJJed 1459 -

,,__-JI 
Lady C..lherine Nevil, daughter of 
Richard, Bari of SaJlsbwy 

C.edly •CJ) Thoma, Grey, Marquess of Donet 
(2) Henry Stafford, &rl of Wiltshire 

6# GREY, LORDS OP LUPTON 

Mary • Sir WilUarn Courtenay, U\ceslo ol ~-...-
Prelent Bari of Devon ' -
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DESCENT OF nm BULLERS, ANCESTORS OP THE LORD CHURSTON 

Richard Buller of Cornwall = ? heiress of Tregarrick 

r-----J 
James Buller, MP, of Morva!, Cornwall = Elizabeth, daughter and coheir of William Gould of Downes 

r---------J 
Alexander Buller of Llllesden, Devon, died 1555 = Elizabeth, daughter of Sir John Horsey Kt, husband of Margaret, 

I 
daughter of Thomas Trethurffe, ofTrethurffe, cousin and coheir 
of Edward Courtenay, Earl of Devon 

i---------------___J 

Francis Buller of Shilllngham, High Sheriff of Devon, 1600 = Thomasine,daughterofThomas Williams MP of Stowford, 
died 1615 I Devon, Speaker of the House of Commons 

I 
Sir Richard Buller, MP, High Sheriff, 1637, died 1646 = Alice, daughter of Sir Rowland Hayward 

Francis Buller of Shillingham and Ospringe, Kent, living 1640 J Thomasine, daughter of Sir Thomas Honywood 

I I 
Francis Buller of Shillingham, born 1630 = Elizabeth, daughter of John Buller 

I 
Ezekiel Grosse of of Morva I 
Gowlden 

---------------' 

= (1) Anne, daughter and heir of 
John Coode of Morva! 

(2) Jane, daughter and heir of 
Walter Langdon of Keverel 

James, dsp 1707 John Buller of Morva!, MP for = Mary, daughter of the Hon Henry Pollexfen, 
,...... __________ Ea_st_Looe __ u_nd_er_Cro_m_w_e1_1 _ __,j Lord Chief Justice of the Common Pleas 

John Francis Buller, MP for Saltash, Cornwall, died 1743 l Rebeoca, daughter and coheir of Sir John Trclawny Bart, 
Bishop of Winchester 

John Buller of Morva], Downes, and Shillingham, = 
MPfwComw.ol~d"'11765 I 
(2) I 

(1) Elizabeth, daughter of William Gould, of Downes 
(2) Lady Jane, daughter of 1st Earl Bathurst and sister of Lord 

Chancellor Bathurst 

the fourth son, Sir Francis Buller, ancestor of the Lords Churston (see that descent) 



DBSCENT OF THB CHURSTONS, BARON CHURSTON OF CHURSTON FBRRBRS ANO LUPTON, 
Lord• of Lupton and Otunlon Ferren 

Sir Francis Buller, created a Baronet, 1790, 4th son = Susannah, daughter and heir of Francis Yarde of Churston Ferren 
of James Buller, of Morva!, Cornwall, died lMO and Ottruy St Mary, Devon 

Sir Francis Buller-Yarde-Buller -
2nd Baronet, died 1833 I Elizabeth Lydia, daughter of John Holliday 

of Lincoln's Inn, London 
Edward, later Viscount Dilhome 

Sir John Buller-Yarde-Buller, 3rd Baronet, created = 
0 858) Baron Churston of Churston Ferrcrs and 
Lupton 

(1) Elizabeth, daughter of Thomas Wilson-Patten of Hall Bank, Lanes 
(2) Caroline, daughter of Sir Robert Newman, Bart, of Mainhead 

n> 
Col John Yarde-Buller, died 1867 = Charlotte, daughter of Edward Sacheverill Chandos-Polc of Radbome Hall, Lord of I Radbornc, Derbyshire . 

.. , ----------' 
John, 2nd Baron, died 1910 

I 

The Hon Barbara, daughter of Admiral Sir Hasting Yelverton GCB by his wife, 
Barbara, Baroness Grey of Ruthin and Marchioness of Hastings 

John Reginald Lopes, 3rd Baron, MVO, OBE, ADC to the Vice-Roy of India, = 
1902-3, and to HRH TIIE DUKE OF CONN AUGHT, 1904~, died 1930 

Jessie, daughter of Alfred John Smither 

Richard Francis Roger, 4th Baron, died 1991 

O) 

(1) Elizabeth Mary, daughter of Lt-Col William Baring du Pre, of 
Wilton Park (dioorctd) 

(2) Sandra, daughter of Percy Needham (divorctd) 
(3) Olga Alice Muriel Blair, illegitimate daughter of 2nd Baron 

Rothschild by Marie Barbara, formerly wife of Bryce Evans Blair 

John Francis Yarde-Bulter, 5th and present Baron Churston = 
of Churston Ferrers and Lupton, born 1934 I 

I 

Alexandra Joanna Philippa, daughter of Anthony 
Contomichalos, of London 

C>ne son and two daughters 

Cluuston 
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AT THE 11MB of Domesday Book (1086), the Lordship of 
Chunton Ferren was held by the Normm1, ludacl, who also held 
the Lordship of Brixham. The entry reads; 

ludael holds Churston Ferrers himself. Ulf held it before 
1066. I, paid taJCfor 1112 hides. Land/or 6 ploughs. In 

Lordship 2 ploughs; 7 slaves; 112 hide. 
3 conagers, 8 villagers and 7 smallholders with 4 ploughs 

and one hide. 
Woodland, JS acres; pasture, 12 acres; l cob; 6 caltlc; 8 pigs; 

120 sheep. 
Value formu/y and now 60s 

After this time it came into the hands of the Ferrers family who 
had travelled to England with the Conqueror and had received 
ample reward for their endeavours. The founder of the family 
was Henry de Fem:rs, the son of Walkelin, Lord of St Hilaire, 
Normandy, who served as a Domesday Commissioner. He i.s 
lnlditionally said to have been the 'equine controller' of William's 
army and had six horseshoes cmbluoncd on his coat of arms. 
He received the Lordship ofTutbury, Staffordshire. and control 
of the castle as a gift for his services for the Norman cause. His 
son, Robcn fought for Stephen, leading the charge 11 the Battle 
ofNorthallerton in l~or this act of valour he was created 
Earl of Derby. Robcro~ccdcd by his son, also Robert, 
the second Earl. Robert wu 'a deeply religious man and spent 
much of his life devoted to the mwiifiCQICe oft~ church. He 
was buried at Mecrvale in Warwickshire at an Abbey he founded, 
wrapped in an ox's hide. His son William was also a great 
benefactor to the Church. but seems to have played a small role 
in public life. 

Ferrers 

'Ibe founh Earl Robert, however, wu deeply involved in politi­
cal life and joined the rebellion against Henry D (1154- 1189) in 
1173 He marched at the head the men of Leicestershire and 
ucbd Nottingham, a stronghold of ~e King. He ls famed for 
bis violence towards the townsfolk, wuh many being put to the 

d by Derby's men. Later in the struggle Derby WU forced 
:,W:i,eat ro Tulbwy, which was besieged by the King's forces 
and captured. ;.. wu the cusrom or lhe day, Derby WIS merely 
forced ro submit to the King'• authority, though the cutlo wu 
demolimed. Derby was auccaded in his estaies by his son 
W'dliam, who sensibly refrained Crom emulating his father and 
.rewrmd to lhe family's religious work. 

William, the fifth Earl, was a companion or Richard I (1189-
1999) and accompanied him ID the Holy Land during the tlmd 
Crusade. He was killed 11 the siege of Acre in 1190c. He had 
evidently redeemed himself of some earlier misdcmeanour since 
at some point Tutbury Castle was temporarily removed Crom 
his possession and given to Prince John. His successor, Will• 
iam. the sixth Earl of Derby, fought to establish Richll'd's Ill• 
thority in England after the King had returned from his captiv­
ity in Germany. In reward for his assistance, Derby received an 
invitation to sit with therestofthepecrs at Richard's great council 
at Nottingham in 1194. At Richard's second coronation. Dcrl>y 
held one comer of the canopy over the King's head. Afta 
Richard's death. Derby swore fealty to his successor John and 
wu present at the new King's coronation. John obviously held 
him (or his power) in high esteem as he received a number 
Lordships and a mansion house in London. Derby was so pie~ 
with his rewards that he served John loyally throughout his 

• ·troubled reign. never once aiding with the barons who forced 
John'. to sign Magna Carta. On John's death in 1216, Derby 
pledged his allegiance to Henry ID Md aided the King's forces 
in quelling the rebellion of Henry de Braybroke. In the same 
year, his fon:ea defeated rebels holding Lincoln. Derby mar• 
ried Agnes, the sister of his boon companion. Runulph Bari of 
Chester, and received the Lordship and Castle of Chartley, 
Staffordshire IS a consequence. 

His aon and heir, W-tlliam, the seventh Earl was unf0r1unato to 
be affected by gout throughout his life. In his Bn.g/Lsh CJtronkl~ 
Matthew Paris writes of the Bari: This is noble had, from /ii$ 
earUut Y,ars, laboured IUlder an infirmity in his fut called_~ 
go,u, a.r his /allier had before him, and.from whom lie inliN~ 
it a.r II were, He wa.r iuwally carried from plac. to place 111 0 



liner or a carriage. OM day, as M WM procuding on his jour­
ney, ltis ttrVants, through careltss driving, allowed his carriage 
to be upset on a bridge (at St Ncoll in Huntingdonshire), and 
altltougla 114 esc~d wiJh his lVt al tM time, he was never prop­
erly tolUld in body afterwards, and soon after wenJ the way of 
alljlt!Sh. 

Montfort 

Robert wu a minor at the time of his father's death and his 
cstales were held by Peter de Savoy, the King's father-in-law, 
for 6,000 marks w11il he reached maturity. As soon IS he came 
into possession of his lands Derby began a campaign against 
Henry IIl, rallying to the cause of Simon de Montfort. His famt 
act wu the plunder and des1ruction of Worcester. and the King, 
in iesponsc sent a force under Prince Edward to Staffordshire. 
and laid waste to Derby's estates. Once again Tutbwy Castle 
was destroyed. Dcrl>y was present with de Montfort at the Baille 
of Lewes in May 1264 when Henry was defeated. In the next 
year, when de Montfort was defeated by Prince Edward, Derby 
wu forced to throw hinuelf on the mercy of the restored Henry. 
He duly received a full pardon, but was forced to pay 1,500 
muks and present a solid gold cup, payment for which he gen­
aated by selling a Lordship in Northamptonshire. 

Churston 

Derby wu forced lo swear an oath of allegiance ro Henry, but 
wballhould have been •strict reatraint wu ignored a few monlhs 
Iller, when he formed an army in Derbyshire and fought a battlo 
agaiala Prince Henry 11 Cheatenield. Derby managed to escape 
lbcfield by biding himself Wider a wooluck and finding refuge 
ill • c:hun:h. He confided in • woman in the church, but tho 

reported his whereabout, to the Prince'• men and Derby wu 
captured, Ho wu taken to London and imprisoned in tho Tow a-. 
Henry stripped him of all his land and tides, the estates being 
gifted to HelU)''• second son, Edmund Crouchbaclc, Earl of Le­
iceatcr. He was kept in the Tower for three years but was re­
leased after many appeals to the King In 1269. Derby made an 
agreement with the King to buy back his lands for payment of 
£50,000. This sum was never paid and the Earldom or Derby 
became extinct. 

Churston Perrera became the inheritance of the last Earl's son 
John, as his mother's heritage. John was treated with some mag­
nanimity by King Edward I, but had inherited his falher's tur­
bulent spirit and in 1277 joined the Earl ofHertford in opposing 
the collection of subsidies granted by Parliament lo the Crown. 
A civil war WIS only just averted by Edward's confirmation of 
Magna Carta and he declared that in future no tax would be 
imposed without the consent of Parliament. Perren wu par­
doned and a year later fought for Edward in Scotland. His valour 
wu such that he wu raised to the peerage, IS Buon Pcrrers and 
was summoned to Parliament He continued to serve the Crown 
and was constituted as Scneschal of Aquitaine in 1311. 

It is probable that the Ferrer, family held the Manor until the 
15th century by which lime it had passed to a cadet branch of 
the family. On the mmiage of William Ferrera' daughter ~ 
heiress Joan to Richard Yarde of Bradley it became the posses­
sion of this family who held it until 181h cenlUI)' when it passed 
through the mmiage of Susanna Yarde to Sir Francis Buller, 
one of the Justices of the King Bench. Sir Francis was the thiJd 
son of James Buller of Morva] in Cornwall and the Grandson of 
the Earl of Bathurst Born in 1746 he was educated 11 OUery St 
Mary Grammar school and ii I 763 entered the Inner Temple in 
London u a pupil of the celebrated William Ashurlt. By 1765 
he was successfully established in business u a special pleader 
and in 1772 wu called to lhe Bar. His rise after this wu rapid. 
His early cauSCJ cBB>res wu the libel trial of the Duchess of 
Kingston for bigamy. In 1777 he wu created a king's counsel 
and three days later wu appointed u second judge for Cheshire, 
the youngest man ever to be given lhis honour. Perhaps his most 
famous judgment wu that a man WIS allowed to thrash his wife 
with a stick no thicker than his thumb, a comment which earned 
him the nickname, Judge Thumb. In 1794 he took his place a 
judge for the Court of Common Pleu. He died in 1800. Sir 
Francis' grandson. John was raised to the peerage as the Isa Baron 
Chwston of Chwston Ferren and Lupton in 1858 an his de­
scendant. Lord Churston is lhe current Vendor. Tho desc::ne of 
the Churstons lies on the previous pages. Chutston Ferrera is an 
attractive village lying on the south sidooITorbay an is bounded 
on the West by the navigable River Dan. II is one 111d a half 
miles from Brixham. 
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~be l.1orbslJiP of ~afne!' 
Qto -eatb, 3lrelanb 

THIS LORDSHIP was part of the lands granted by Henry II to 
Richard Strongbow, second Bari of Pembroke, and gmnted in 
tum by the Bari to the de Lacys. Unlil recently the Manor was 
held by Viscount Oonnanston. who is descended from Robert, 
son of Roger, Mcmb« of Parliament for Preston. LanC1J1hirc, in 
1307. The family almost certainly d~ved its surnan1e from 
this town. Nearly opposite Preston, on the other sido of the 
Irish Sea, is Drogheda, whoso rich plains stretch down t:owards 
Dublin. The Prcstons of Preston seem to have become inter­
ested in Ireland u merchants; Droghcda had had an ei1.tcnsive 
wine trade u ecly u the 13th century. W'me oould be brought 
from the city ofBordcaux, then held by the English, to Dioghcda 
and thence to Carlisle, an imponant military base for Edward I 
in his campaigns against Scotland. 

The long Scottish wus may well have given rise the impression 
to the Piutom that the trade centre wu passing fr•)m the 
Lancashire town to Droghcda and that the Irish pons offered a 
more active field for their energies. So we find William de 
Piuton established at Drogheda in 1307, married to Mu.rguet, 
daughter of John Cosyn. 

The Prcstons did not sever all connection with England, as scv­
awl members of the family were adherents of the rebellious Earl 
of Lancaster in 1318, and were pardoned by Edward n. Four 
years later, the Piutom in Ireland had been so successful that 
William and Adam de Preston were asked by the King to aid Sir 
Robert Leybum. the King •s Admiral of the Western Sea,, in the 
Royal Sen-ice against the Scots. In 1326, Richard de Preston 
wu appointed Comtable of Drogheda Castle. 

Wdliam de Preston acquired the Lordship of Gafney in 1313. 
and thc ecquisition of the lands and Manors continued durough­
out the century. William wu succeeded by his son. Sir Robert, 
who acquired Rogcntown, Tanlwdstown. andNinch Lordships, 
togcdler with the Ba:rony of Dulcck. 

Sir Robert Preston was ctClled V'ISCOuntofGormanston in 1478, 
lhe oldest Irish V'JSCOUnle)'. Ho was Lord Deputy of Ircl1md in 
lhe reign of Edward IV when the King's son, Richard. Dulco of 
York - who wu murdered in the Tower of London by Richard 
m-held lhesinec:uropostofLord Lieutenant. ThcOormanstons 
suffered somewhat in the 16th ccnnuy for their adhesion to the 
Catholic cause and remporarily lost their lands to Lord Deputy 
Slteff'ang&on. now repre,ented by Vi,count Muscrccn1e and 
Fanni 11ie Gormamtol'IS survived the plantations of IEliz.a­
beth and Iam~ I, but espoused the forlorn cause of James II 
who wu dethroned in 1689. The seventh Viscount wu indicted 
fat high 1reason and oullawod in 1691, although he had dicr.' the 
month bo!oro publlcauon of his ban. Ninety-nine yean laier, 
Ibo family were ~ in blood and thrive IO 1h11 day. 

It ii wonb nocin& anocher family connectod wilh lhe ~~­
ID 1394, a young man by Ibo name of Iank:o Dartoil mi~ild In 
Ireland from Oucony wida JUdwd ll. IUchard had been bom 
in &rdauX ad Jllllico'I lifelona loyalty IO him WU ~Pl u 
a se,ult of du,, Alrhougb appaready wilholll any noble ia­
growxl. or oveo blckin1, Iuuco (alao ,poltJenloo~a ltiJI 
found ia D Vilcounll Oonaaaltaa ID ddl day) l'OIO '1 In 
lbefavourofD ICIDg. Ho wu an P.lquiaof Iba wilh 
a g,,a ol JOO nwb a yur 6om lhe 8Jlcboquer and ~ ed 
braYel)' ad widloomldeabie IUCCeU ill YlnOUI WUI, Ir• 

de Lacy 
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ticulu, Janioo was closely associated with the success of Rich• 
ard II'• campaign to force lhe Irish chief tans to ,ubmit to him in 
139S. 

J anico returned to Ireland in 1399 as lhe right-hand man of Tho­
mas Holland. Duke of Surrey. King Richard was determined co 
avenge the death of his cousin Roger, Earl of March and Ulster, 
who had been killed by lhe Irish chief tans in 1398 while on a 
mission to crtforcc their previous oaths of alleigance to the King. 
Janico headed an army which in two battles killed more than 
400 lrish soldiers. But King Richard was forced to abandon his 
campaign by events in England - the Lancastrians, led by the 
future Henry IV, threatened his throne. Events soon ovcrtoOk 
Richard and he was overthrown, Janico remaining loyal to the 
last 

For this loyalty he wu imprisoned in Chester Castle, but Henry 
IV ordered his release and took him into his service in 1400. He 
prospered under the new King and wu soon back in heland. 
where he began to receive grant& ofland. In 1404. he was made 
Admiral of Ireland in recognition of his efforts against the Irish 
chieftans. He died in 1426, having served four successive En­
glish Kings, and left a son. also Ianico and a daughier, Joan. 
Joan married Christopher Preston, son of Chirstopcr Preston and 
his wife, Elizabeth de Lond.res. On the death of the second 
Janico, his son, also Ianico succccdcd him in the lands. On this 
Janico'sdcalh in 1464,omeofhis lands passed to the Viscounts 
Oormanston. 

The Oonnanston Register hu been published and a OOPY is avail­
able for inspection at the Manorial Society of Great Britain. 
Viscount Oormwton, whoso descent follows on tho next page 
sold !he Lordship in 1989, and it is offered forsalo by the present 
owner. 



DESCENT OF THE VISCOUNTS GORMANSTON, sometime Lords of Gafney 

Phlllp de Preston 

I 
Preston 

I 
Roger de Preston 

' Sir Robert Preston, 1st Baron Gormanston "' Margaret, dau of Walter de Bermingham, Lord of Carbery 

Sir Christopher Preston, 2nd Baron Gormanston "' Elizabeth, dau and heiress of William de Loundres 

Christopher Preston, 3rd Baron Gormanston "' Jane D' Artois 

Sir Robert Preston, 1st Viscount Gormanston, ob 1503 = Janet, dau of Sir Richard Molyneux 

Sir William Preston,. 2nd Viscount Gormanston, ob 1532 = Anne Burnell 

Jenico, 3rd Viscount Gormanston, ob 1569 = Catherine, dau of 9th Earl of Kildare 

Christopher, 4th Viscount Gormanston, ob 1599 = Catherine Fitzwilliam 

Jenico, 5th Viscount Gormanston, ob 1630 = Margaret, dau of Nicholas St Lawrence, Lord Howth 

Nichol.as, 6th Viscount Gormanston = Mary, dau of 1st Viscount Bamewall of Kingsland 

Jenico, 7th Viscount, who having adhered to the lost cause of James II was indicted and outlawed for treason in 1691. 
He was succeeded by his nephew 

Jenko, 8th Viscount Gormanston 
suoceeded by his brother 

' 
Andrew, 9th Viscount Gormanston « Mary Preston 

I 
Jenico, 10th Viscount Gormanston, ob 1757 = Thomasine, dau of Baron Trimelstown 

Anthony, 11th Viscount Gormanston, ob 1786 = Henrietta Robinson 

Jenico, 12th Viscount Gormanston, ob 1860 = Margaret, dau of 2nd Viscount Southwell 

f.dward, 13th ViscountGormanston = LucretiaJemingham 

Jenko, 14th Viscount Gormanston = Georgina Connellan 

Jenica, 15th Viscount Gormaston, ob 1925 = Eileen, dau of General Rt Hon Sir William Butler 

WiJliam, 16th Viscount Gormanston, ob 1940 r Pamela, granddau of 9th Earl of Denbigh 

Jenibo Nicholas Dudley Preston, 17th and present Viscount Gormanston, Premier Viscount of Ireland 
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~be i.otbsbiP of Wapntorb5 
1Jjuchingbamsbire 

WAYNFORDS Manor is in the parish ofBierton in dtc Vale of 
A,ylcsbury. h ii likely that these bnds, and those of the Manor 
of Bierton. were part of thc Manor of A,ylcsbury that was held 
by the Crown at the time of dte Domesday survey. The Lord· 
lhip of A,ylcsbury was in the bands of the Mandevilles, Earls of 
Essex. in the 12dt Century. IArd Richard Pitt John died sicscd 
of the Manor of A,ylcsbury in 1297, which included the hmnlct 
ofBicnon. 

Filz.lohll 

On the putition of these lands upon his deadt, the MUIOT of 
Bierton passed to Richard de Burgh. Earl ofUlstec. During the 
reign of Hauy VI. a man called William Waynf ord held land in 
Bierton. This laid wu afterwards known as Waynford's Manor. 
Waynford lost his lands on the accession of Edward IV en ac­
count of having actively supported the Lancastrian cause dUT• 

ing the Wars of lhe Roses. 

His lands were l&I.Cf granlcd by the King to Thomas Seynllcger 
ill 1462. In 1467, Sir Ralph Verney obtained a grant of the Manor 
for himself and his heirs, to hold by military scrvicc. The grant 
IOtalJed duee mesRUgCS and 150 acres of land and meadow. 
Tbe lands passed to his younger son. Ralph. and then on lo his 
1C1D John. His widow, Dorothy, received the lands on his death. 
Some confusion exists, however, u it has also been said that a 
Sir Ralph Vemey sold the lands before his death. It is sugeslcd 
dial be 101d the Mmor IO Robert Woodlyfc, who immediately 
101d il on lo William Howse. 
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Temple 

William Howse held the Manor before 1 SS3. He obtained aqllit• 
c!&im from Edrmmd Verney, de.sccndant of the first Sir lulph 
Verney, and Edmunds son, also Edmund tried to recoYet ~ 
MIIIOI' for himself in 1598. He wu unsuccessful, the Lordship 
stayin& in dte hands of Francu Howse, son of William Ho~ 
A Thomas HowseofBicrton, prmunably arclationofWillilm. 
was summoned to nuke proof of his arms and gentility in 1634. 
His estates were confiscated under the Commonwealth as be 
was returned as a papist and delinquenL He died before 1647 • 

The lands were valued at £60 in 1647 by the Commiu.ee for 
Compounding. John Howse and his wife Martha held lheMIIIOf 
in 1670, and it passed through their son. Fmch Howse, ID Johll 
Temple Howse and his wife Mary who held the Manor in 1756. 

The Marquess of Buckingham purchased Waynf ords =-­
alon& with the neighbouring manor of Bicrton-Stonon in 1801. 
He later became the Duke orBuckingham andChandos. and on 
the death of the 3rd Duke, Wayn.f ords passed to the Ear\ Temple 
of Stowe. It was held until recently by dte prC$Clll 8th Earl 
Temple. The Manor lies about two miles nonh.-ast of Ay'dRl'/· 

Docummts associated with thls Manor: 

Court Rolls 
CounRolls 

1567 
1S54-15S7 

Rothschild & Co 



'([be JLorbsbiP of ~lbb:mrk . . 
~orlt~bite 

LYING IN THE PARISH of Alnc, this lordship is fonned around 
the townshipofthc umcnM1eand coven an IIIl:4 of2,314 acres. 
'lrus is a rurnl Lordship with most of the land being given up for 
arable cultivation. It lies on the River Ouse, about one mile 
&om a bridge over it which consists of 22 arches. The Ouse is 
navigable at this point and before the advent of the North EllSt­
em railway a lnrge trade in coal and lime was carried out in 
Aldwuk. The parish church of St Mary was built in the 14th 
century and houses a 'virgin's wreath' which was used at the 
burials of wunnnied women in the Middle Ages. 

At the time of Domesday Book in 1086 the lordship of Aldwark 
was held by the Count of Mortain, the uterine brother of Will­
iam the Conqueror. His elder brother was the infamous war­
rior, Odo Bi.shop of Bayeaux. In early 1066, Mortnin had been 
present at lhe council at Lillebonne, which had planned the 
Norman ConqucsL He personlllly contributed 120 ships to the 
invasion fleet, acoording the the chronicler Wace, but severe 
doubt has been cast on this contribution by later historians. Af. 
tcr the Conquest he was ten to defend Lindsey, Lincolnshire, 
against the Danes in 1069. He was present at William's death­
bed. pleading the case for Odo, later joining the Bishop in armed 
auppon of Rohen Curthose against the Conqueror's younger 
son W-illimn Rufus, the new King of England. In June 1088 he 
yielded lo William. Mortain was said to have received the larg­
est English possessions of any of the Conqueror's followers, 
estimated at more 790 Manors, many of them, lilce Aldwarlc, in 
Noithem England. 

_,. ____ . ... 
Mortain was said to have forfeited Aldwark which became the 
possession of the Archbishop of Canterbury who retained it un­
til lhe 15th cenlllr)' when it was granted to the Conyers family. 
In 15S6 it was divided between the co-heirs of John Conyers. 
In 1S85 the whole of Aldwuk was united in the ownership of 
Richard Franlcland who died in 1587. Richard left three sons, 
of whom lhe eldest. Henry, inherited Aldwark. Henry married 
die eldest daughter of Charles Wren and died in 1622 being suc­
ceeded by his eldest son, Anthony. He sold the Lotdship 14 
yean later to his uncle Thomas Franlcland who then settled in 
oa bia nephew Thomas, Anthony's half-brother. At the time of 
Thomas' dealh in 1644 he wu childless andAJdwarkpassed to 
Jail blotber Henry. 

1bo Lordship cben passed IO lhe senior branch of lho Frankland 
,-.illy which ruided at ThirkJeby. Thia aido of the family had 
,-.a cceaied Baronets in 1660 when W'aJUam Frankland wu r 

ewarded by tl1c restored Charles D for his loyalty during the 
Civil War. His son was Sir Thomas, who sat u MP for 1runk 
from 1685 to 1711. He in11erited a considerable fortune &om 
his uncle, the EMl of Pauconbcrg, and married a descendant of 
Oliver Cromwell. He was lord of Aldwarlc which passed on 
his death to his son Sir Thomas. This Sir Thomas also sat in 
Parliament, as MP for Harwich, and later became a Lord of the 
Admiralty. On his death in 1747 the family's estates passed lo 

his Sir Thomas' nephew, Charles Franlcland, the 4th BaroneL 
Sir Ch11rles was a diplomat and WIS Consul Genera] in Lisbon 
at the time of the earthqullke which destroyed the city in 175S. 
He survived this catastrophe and lived until 1768, being suc­
ceeded by his eldest son, Sir Thomas. 

Tiie Lordship of Aldwark remained in the Frankland family until 
the death of the last baronet, Sir Robert in 1849. It passed to his 
daughter, Augusta. who was married to Thomas Grey, fifth Lord 
Walsingham, The Grey family can trace their lineage back to 
William de Grey, who resided in Cavendish in the 13th century. 
The family prospered in the next three cenlUfies and by the end 
of the 17th centlll}' were considerable landowners and had en­
tered politics. The Greys were raised to the peerage in the per­
son of William Grey. He was the third son of Thomas de Grey, 
MP for Merton. and entered the legal profession as a lawyer at 
the Middle Temple in London. In 17S8 he became king's coun­
sel and three years later, solicitor- general to Queen Charlotte. 
In th.al same year he entered Parliament IS MP for Newport in 
Cornwall and two years later was made solicitor-general to King 
George m (1760-1820). In 1766 he succeeded to the post of 
Attorney-General and was knighted. In this position and in Par­
liament he WIS a fierce proponent of Lord Halifax and spoke in 
defence of the Secretary of State's use of the unpopular general­
warrants to suppress disscnL Grey was an opponent of the radi­
cal, John Wilkes, and conducted the legal campaign to have the 
laucr's emphatic election victory in Middlesex declared illegal. 
In J 771 Grey was prom01ed to Lord Chief Justice of Common 
Pleas, a position he held until 1780 when he was raised to the 
peerage as the 1st Baron Walsingham. He died in 1781 and 
WIS succeeded by his son Thomas. The fifth Baron, Thomas, 
became the lord of Aldwark in 1849 and lhe Lordship remained 
with this family until recently. 

Walsingham 
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Qi;be l.orbsbip of ~icton 
QCbesbire 

THB LORDSHIP of the Manor of Picton lies within the town­
ship of the same mme 111d is contained in the parish of Plernstall. 
It lies one and a half miles west of MickJe Trafford and four 
miles from Chester. It covers an area of 860 acres. 

Vernon 

After the Norman Conquest, the Lordship was held by Richard 
de Vernon, Baron of Shipbrook. The family came from Vernon 
in Normandy and Richard's father, William, had founded and 
endowed the collegiate church of St Mary there in 1052. His 
tomb, of white marble. still lies there in the choir. Richard had 
travelled with the Conqueror to England and been created Baron 
of Shipbrook by Hugh Lupuc, who had been granted the coun­
try palalinc of Chester in 1086. This was the year of Dome.Jday 
Boole and the entry for Picton reads; 

Picton. Told held it; he was a free man. 
l hide paying tax. 
Land for 3 ploughs. In Lordship 1;2 ploughmen; 
1 rider and 3 smallholders with 1 plough. 
Meadow 1/2 acre. 
Value before 1066, 30s, later Ss; now 16s. 

Picton continued in the hands of lhe Vcmons for the next two 
cauurics and Richard'• dcsccndanlS seem to have had a rather 
uncvend'ul time though, Wdliarn de Vernon had been Chief Jus­
tice ofCiewreduring the reign of Henry ID (1216-1272). This 
continued wiril lhe reign of Henry IV when Sir R.ich.-d de 
Vemon wu beheaded after the Battle of Slvewsbury in 1403 
for his put in the Welsh rising of Owen Olcndowcr. Altu this 
Picton seems lO have into the Crown. 

During the reign ofHemy VI (1422-1461) the Manor was granted 
to Sir John Savage. This family had for generations resided at 
Pmdsham Cude in Clieshire. John Savage, who lived during 
the reign of Edward ill(1327-1377). had increased the family's 
fortunes by manying the daughter of a wealthy merchant, John 
Ratcliffe. John'• grandson. abo JoJm, wu knighted during the 
mgnofffemy VI (1422-1461). His 10n and namesake married 
lhe daugh1er' of Lard Stanley, ancesror of the present Bari of 
Ded,y, and died in 1495. This wu lhroe years after the death of 
us.t 1011 Joba. Tbil John had been knlghled by Bdward VI 
(1461-1483) on lbooc:cuioo oflhe coronadon In Queen Eliza. 
bedl Woodville. in 1461 On lhe dealh of Ibo KJna In 1483, Sav­
ap w• one of lboM dlosen to help bear Bdward'1 body Into 
Wealmimcer Abbey. A year later he became mayor of Chesler. 
Ab« die rr,p:reipofBdwad V, oneof lho Princea murdered 

Savage 

in the Tower of London. Savage became a favourite of Richard 
m (1483-1485). Despite the shower of royal approval, Savage 
was soon busy plotting with the Elll'l of Richmond, Henry Tu 

dor, then an exile in Brittany. Once his treachery became appar­
ent to the King. Savage fled IO join Richmond who had landed 
at Milford Haven. Pembrokeshire. At the Battle of Bosworth, 
he commanded Richmond's left wing and after Henry's vic­
tory, Savage was rewarded for his support with a number of 
estates in the Midlands. He continued u a soldier in Henry's 
anny, and fought at the siege ofBoulogne in October 1492, dur­
ing which he was capture4 and killed by the French. 

The Lordship of Picton then descended to Sir John's son, also 
Sir John, was knighted by Henry VU and served as Sheriff of 
Worcestershire. It then remained with this family until the end 
of the 16th century when it passed to the Hurlcstones. This 
family had been settled at Hurlstone Hall in Lancashire from at 
least the reign of Edward m (1327-1377). The first recorded 
Hurlestone Lord of Picton, was Richard. son of Thomas. Rich­
ard died in 1589 and is buried in Plemstall. He wu succeeded 
by his son John who lived only until 1593. His son John held 
the Lordship until his death in 1669. His son and namesake 
lived until 1687 and was succccdcd by his eldest son Charles. 
In 1734 on the death of Charles Hurlestone, the estate wu di­
vided between his four nieces. Picton came to Mary Leche. 
La~ it pwed lo the Aston family before coming into the pos­
session of the Earls of Shrewsbury, whose decent lies on lhe 
following pages. 



DESCENT OF THE CHETwYND-TALBOTS, EARLS OF SHREWSBURY, WATERFORD, AND TALBOT OF HENSOL, Viscount5 lngestre, Prem-ier Earls 
or EnglaDd, HEREDITARY LORD HIGH STEWARD OF IRELAND, Lords or Picton and Little Neston 

Ralph de Talbol, mentioned in Domesday = a daughier of Gerard de Goumay, Baron of Yarmouth 

I i I 
Geafiey Rugh, living 1118 =: Beatrix, dau of William de Mandeville 

Richard de Talbot, living temp RICHARD I =:: a daughter of Stephen Bulmer of Appletreewick, Yorks 

Gilbct. granted lands at Linton by RICHARD I and had custody of Ludlow Castle = ? 

Richard.living temp HENRY ill = Aliva, dau of Alan Basset. Baron of Wycombe 

l 
I 

Ricbaid. Bishop of London, 1260 Gilben, ob 1274 =: Gwendoline, dau of Rhys ap Griffith, King of South Wales 

Richard. Feudal Baron of Eccleshall = Sarah, dau of William Beauchamp, Baron of Elmley and Earl of Warwick 

Sir Gilbert Talbot. 1st Baron Talbot, Lord Chamberlain to EDWARD Ill. ob 1346 = Anne, dau of William Boieler, Baron of Wern 

Sir Richard, 2nd Baron, ob 1356 = Elizabeth, dau of John Comyn, Lord of Badenoch 

Gilbert. 3rd Baron, ob 1387 

(1) 

= (I) Lady Petronella, dau of 1st Earl ofOnnonde 
(2) Lady Joan, dau of 1st Earl of Stafford KG 

r 
Se Rklmd. 41h Baron l Anlwe< ,;, and hfr of John, Baron le ,..,,,, ofBlaciane«, ob 1413 

~L....--------------------------------------------------------------.J 
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Gilbert. 5th Baron KG, : (1) Joan. dau of Thomas Woodstock. 
ob1419 I I>ukeofGloucestcr,sanofEDWARDm 

(2) Beatrix. dau of the Pintos of Ponugal 

Sir John Talbot. 1st Earl of Shrewsbury KG, Lord LieDTenant of Ireland, 
termed by Shakespeare "the· Great Aleides of the field". Lord Lieutenant 
of Acquitaine: 1442 a Earl of Shrewsbury, 1446 and Earl ofWalerford. 
He was the las1 Consiable or Gucony, after whom the great claret Talbot is 

named. Created Hereditary Lord High Steward of Ireland lcilled at Chltillon. 1453 

= Maod, B~ Fumival 

Ankaret, Baroness Talbol and Strange of Blackmcre, dsp 1431 John, 2nd Earl of Shrewsbury and Watcnord KG, "" (1) Catherine, dau of Sir Edward BmncJJ 

Loni T=, of.,,.,_• at N"""'mp"" 1460 I (2) L,dy ""'""'· a.u of 41h &1 or Onn-

~ Eal, ob 1473 i L,dy Cuherin~ dau orHwnphn,y, Duke ofB.,t;ngham I Stt Gilbert T,lhot of Grafton, w..,., r PC • Eliubed,, dm or 70, Loni 

Gearxe. 4th Earl. (1) Anne, dau of William, Lord Hastings 
KG, ob 1538 (2) Elizabeth, dau and co-heir of Sir Richard Walden of Erith, Kent George Talbot of Grafton, 9th Earl, dsp 1630 fNhen he was succeeded by bis nephew 

7 ,., Em 1 Ma,y, dau of Thomas Loni llo= of Gilsl,nd 
ob 1560 

George. 6th Earl KG, had cusrody of MARY QUEEN OF SCOTS for 20 years till her = (1) Genrudc, dau of Thomas, Earl of Rutland 
excc:atioo in 1587; Lord High Steward of England, Hereditary Lord High Steward of I (2) Elizabeth, dau or John Hardwick of Hardwick, 
lre1and. Earl M.arshal of England, ob 1590, Dcrbys. BESS OF HARDWICK, a woman of 

(1) 

"masculine undcrstanding ... proud, furious. selfish 
and unfeeling" 

.--------------------+ 
Gilben, 71b Earl, ob 1616 = Mary, dau of Sir William Cavendish Edward, 8th Earl, dsp 1617 = Jane, dau of 1st Lord Ogle 

I 



John. 10th .Earl. ob 1654 .. Mary, dau of Sir Francis Fonescue KB 

'· aecke dspvp 1642 Fralicis, J 1th Earl, Jcilled in a duel, 1667 = (l) Anne, dau of Sir John Conyers l (2) Lady Anna Maria. dau of 2nd Earl of Cardigan 

OJarles. 12th Earl, er (1694) Marquess of Alton, Staffs, and Duke of Shrewsbury, Lord Chamberlain, to whom Gilbert, 13th Earl 
1 

George = Mary, dau of 4th 
• Viscount FitzWilliam QUEEN ANNE entrusred the Hanoverian successsion in the person of GEORGE I. Great-grandfather eight times dsp a priest 

to HM QUEEN ELIZABETII II, dsp 1118 

George. 14th Earl, dsp 1181 

r 
Omles, 15th Earl. dsp 1821 

Charles.= (I) Mary, dau of Robert Alwyn l (2) Mary, dau of Sir George Mostyn Bt 
T 

John = (1) Catherine, dau of Thomas Oifton of Lytham, Lanes 
(2) Harriet, dau of Rev Bacon Bedingfield ofNorfolk 

1 
Francis = (1) Anne, dau of 1st Earl ofFauconberg 
~ (2) Lady Margaret, dau of William Sheldon 

Charles = Julia, dau of Sir Henry Tichbome, Bt 
J John. 16th Earl. dspms 1852 

Beban, 171h Earl, ob wun 1853 the 18th Earl was descended from Sir Gilbert Grafton, 3rd son of the 2nd Earl, supra'" 
J 

~ Jobn Cbetwynd. 18th Earl of Shrewsbury and Watcn~rd. = Lady Sarah, dau of 2nd Marquess of Waterford. an entirely different 
3rd Ead and Sib Baron Talbot, Viscount lngestre, ob 1868 I family and title from the Earls of Waterford 

i 
Qades.191b Ead of Shrewsbury and Waterford, ob 1811 • Teresa, dau of Cmdr Richard Cockerell 

J 
~ 20dl Earl KCVO, Herediwy Lord High Steward of Ireland, ob 1921 = Ellen, dau of Charles Morewood of Ladbroke Hall, Warfts 

J 
~. VJSCOUDt Ingesire. dvp 1915 j Winifred Paget, dau of Lord Alexander Paget, son of 15th Marquess of Ailesbu.ry 

Jobn, 21Jt Earl. ob 1980 • (1) Nadine Muriel, dau of Brigadier Cyril Crofron, died 2003 I (2) Doris, Dowager Couniw of Shrewsbury, died 1991 

Qwles.-1 -Hemy--Jobn--BeMdi--". ct Crofton Chetwynd Cbetwynd-Talbot, 22nd and present Earl of Shrewsbury, Waterford and Talbot, Hereditary Loni High Steward of hcland 

•SJIIC)e Jimitarioas 4o nol permit a full pe.digree of lhis most lllusuious family, who bold three Earldoms, arc Premier Earls of England on the Roll, Hereditary Lord High Stewards of heland 

and maoy OCber aides 

:gL----------------------------------------------------
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otbe 'lorbsbiP of ~ericote 
Waduichsbire 

historically held of the King by service of a hound with red ears 

LYING IN the small parish of Ashow, lhc Lordship of Berioote 
forms its soulhcm boundary. It is centred on the small hamlet 
of the same name. which dates back before lhe Norman inva­
sion of 1066, when it was held by the Suon Alwin. At some 
point aftcr 1086 Bericote seci-ns to have been taken into the pos­
session of lhe Crown, since it was granted by Henry ll (1154-
1189) to his Sergeant Boscher. It was to be held by the service 
of keeping • young, white brachet, or hound, with red ears, to 
be delivered to the King at the year's end, and then to receive 
anothci' to breed up, with I half quarter or bran. 

On Boschcr's death, Bericote passed to his son, Henry, who 
oonveyed it to Stephen de Segrave. Segrave died in 1241 and 
his will granted it to Stonelcigh Abbey, Warwickshire, £or the 
rent of 100s. The rental was to be used to keep one monk at the 
Abbey and the grant was confirmed in 1265. The Abbey had 
al:rcady received an estate in the Lordship from Henry Doscher 's 
mother. 

Stoneleigh Abbey was founded during the reign of Stephen 
(1135- 1154) when a stretch ofland at Radmore, on Cannock 
Owe, in Staffordshire, was granted to two devout hermits Clem­
ent and Hervey and their companions. The hermits lasted only 
12 years at Radmore after finding their devotions continually 
intemipted by foresters. The whole institution then moved to 
S10neleigh. in Warwickshire. In 1241 the monastciy was burned 
down and the Shcciff of Warwickshire ordered that 40 oaks be 
delivered to the monks 11 his expense. In 1284, Edward I granted 
lhcm free warren over all their Manors, includingBcricote. They 
also received full manorial privileges such as goods of felons, 
IWnbrcl (a cart used for conveying miscreants to execution) pil­
lory. and assize of bread and beer. The Abbey was not isol11ed 
from the turl>ulence of lhe erL In 1288, it was auacked by an 
armed band and ransacked. and in 1321 it was forcibly entered 
by Sir RogC'l" de MortimC'l". This was during the period of tur­
moil caused by the Dcspenser family and Sir Hugh leDcspemcr 
had placed his coffers in lhe charge of the Abbot Mortimer 
broke open lhe boxes and took away £1,000 in gold and nwncr­
ous jewels and silver items. 

Liule is recorded of the social life of the Abbey, although in the 
12.30s the Abbot. William de Gyleford wu chosen u peniten- • 
tiary (Asmtant or companion) to the Papal Legate Pandulf and 
wu sent to Wales. This promotion caused a stir of resentment 

Mortimer 

among other abbots and Oyleford became a figure of some envy. 
In 1235, he wa.s deposed from the Abbey after allowing I duct 
between one of his shepherds and another mnn and for having 1 
cattle thlef hanged, the latter against Church canons that priests 
should not shed blood. His enemies seized on these offences as 
an excuse to have him removed. After Gylefords' departure 
the Abbey slid into laxness, apt1thy, t1nd dcclirte. It revived~ 
the 15th century and was prospering again by the time of its 
dissolution under Henry VIll, in the 1530s. 

Despencer 

Bericole was seized by the Crown after Stoneleigh Abbey's de­
mise and granted to Charles Brandon, the Dulce of Suffolk. in 
1542. Suffolk was the son of William Brandon, who had been 
Henry Vll's standard bearer at Bosworth and is said to have 
lcillcd Richard ill himself at the battle. He appears to have been 
a favourite of the young King, Henry vm, and was similar in 
stature and temperament In 1509 he was squire to the Icing's 
~ and appointed chamberlain of North Wales and knighted 
m 1512. In December of that year he was created V1SCOunt l..We 
on account of his marriage contract with Elizabeth, sole heir of 
Jo_hn Grey: VtScount Lisle. Brandon had arranged the contraet 
with the girl over whom he had been given wardship and when 
ahe came of age she refused to many Brandon and the patent 
was cancelled. However, he seems to have continued to use the 
title since he is refcncd to as Lord Lisle in 1513 when he was 
appointed marshal over the anny which was to invade France. 
In 1514, after serving in the war, he was created Duke of Suf­
folk. In that aame year Suffolk was sent as Ambassador to the 
new French King Francis I. Then, to the consternation of Henry, 
Suffolk married the king's sister Mary, the widow of Louis XU 
of France. After a time out of favour, Suffolk reemeiged at 
court and he accompanied Henry to his meeting with the Em· 
~or ~les V and Francis I at the Field of the Cloth of Gold. 
JUSt outside Calab • then an English possession . in 1520. In 
152;3, he commanded another invasion forco in Franco. Though 
It did liltlo in tho way of fighting, tho army was foc(IO(I &o dis· 
~ by tho fiorco winter. After tho fall of Cardinal Wolsey in 

-overHenry'sclivorcofromCatherinoofAragon-Suffolk's 
position grew at tho Court and ho IOok 1ocond placo in unpor· 
~ ~ tho Duko of Norfolk and accompanied HCIU)' IO 

an 1532 whon ho mot Francis I onoo more. 



Grey 

On lhc day of Anne Boleyn's coronation in 1533, Suffolk was 
waintcd High Steward and spent a god deal of time over the 

:exl twO or lhrce years securing Anne's daughter's position as 
one of the heirs ID the throne. That daughter was the future 
Queen Eliubcth. During the dissolution of the monasteries, 
Brandon profited heavily and from this he received a great deal 
of land including the Lordship Bericote. He then faded from 
public life, though he was one of Katharine Howard's judges, 
in JS41 and in 1542 he was on the boat with her that conveyed 
the wifortunate Queen through Traitor's Gate into the Tower. 
Katharine was Henry VIII's fifth Queen and was executed for 
adult~. Two years later, Suffolk was put at the head of Henry's 
lasl invasion of France in June 1544. He oversaw the successful 
siege of Basse Boulonge and returned to England in triumph. 
Suffolk died a year later and is buried at Tattershall, in 
Lincolnshire. On Suffolk's death, the Lordship came to Mat­
thew Wrouesley, who conveyed it to Thomas Marrowe in 1549. 
Marrowe sold it to John Harryoung, and in 1582 it was pur­
chucd by Sir Thomas Leigh, who successor, Lord Leigh of 
~tonel~gh Abbey, was Lord until recently. Stoneleigh Abbey 
1S.~ad1bonally the scene of the Royal Show, the biggest annual 
agnculatural event, attended by most members of the Royal 
Family. 

Leigh 
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~be 1LorbsbiP of 1Little ..fle~,ton 
QCbesbire 

11{E LORDSHIP of Litlle Neston lies in lhc parish of Ncston 
on the western bank of the River Dec on Ilic Wirral Peninsula. 
It is an agricultual c:ommunity but also has strong links with the ;:a. It was described by the writer Anne Seward, author of Black 

ea~ty as • clean a'nd lonely village on the atre~ verge of the 
:~rLI'~~- It ~s indeed a ne.st from the storm of the ocean, 

hic_h II. i.mmed1a1ry overhangs. We find pleasure in conJem• 
pla~ng llS neat lilirle church and churchyard on that solilary 
~nee lashed b•y the tempestuous waves.' Litllc Ncston', 
11~fting sands inspiircd another great children's author, Charles 
Kinglsey, who wrote of it: 

0 Mary, 1~0 and call the cattle home, 
And call the cattle home, and call the cattle home, 
Across the sands o' the Dee; 
The western wind was wild and dank wl' foam, 
And all alone went she. 
The creeping tide came up along the sand, 
And o'er and o'er the sand, 
And rowld the sand and round the sand, 
As far as the eye could sec; 
The blinding mist came down and hid the land • 
And lll!Mr came hom4! w. 

At the time of D,omesday Book Little Ncston was in the 
possscssion of Robcn de Neston and it remained with this fam• 
ily for some time. Owing the reign of King John (1199- 1216) 
Richard de Neston was recorded as its Lord and in 1260 his son 
Patriclc was sued by Cicely, widow of Lord Roger de Monie 
Al1o for dower of 11 tenement in Liule Neston. 

During the reign olf Edward II (1307-1327 Little Neston came 
into the possession. of the De Corona family. Thomas de Co­
rona is recorded as baving 'laxity of de.eds' over lhe whole Manor 
in 1317. Thomas divided the Lordship wilh alh.ird going to his 
sister-in-law Lucy ,and the rest being granted lo John le Blount 
of Chester, but in 11354 the Lordship was granted in whole lo 

John Blount of OMister, preswnably the original Blount's son. 
It remained with die Blowit family until the death of John le 
Blount in around 1402 when it was divided among his heirs. 
The majority of the Lordship passed IO his grandson Richard de 
Hogh while anotheir share became vested in a John de Ewlowe 
through John Blow11t's sister, Cecily. The De Hogh share de­
scended to Sir Johl11 Hulse. justice of Chester, who held it in 
1412 when it wu passed to his daughter's husband John 
Troutbeclc. Their daughter and heiress Margaret married John 
Talbot Esq, fath« of the first Earl of Shreswbury and direct an­
cestor of the curre.111 Lord of Utile Neston, the 22nd Earl of 
Shrewsbwy. The <llescent of the Earls of Shrewsbury lies on 
pages 89-91. 

The portion which had belonged to the Ewlowc family wash Id 
by Edmund Ewlowe in 1430 and passed to his daughter's he 
band Roger Bothe (,or Booth). In 1478 it was held by their: 
Roger who was suc,ceeded by his son Robert. This moiety . 
mained in lhe Bootht family until 1543 when the last Boothh;~ 
Agnes, married William Mordant Their son Edward inheri~ 
the portion in 1602 and in 1618 it was sold to John Cottingham 
It was held for six gi,nerations by the Cottingham family befor~ 
being sold the the Earls of Shrewsbury who consolidated the 
entire Ma.nor in !heir name. 

Sir Hor<Nio Nelson, KB, Rear Admiral 
of the Blue Squadron 

The most infamo1m person born in this Lordship was Emm• 
Hamilton, mistress of Lord Nelson. Born to a lowly family in 
176S she spent muc:h of her childhood in service. In 1780 she 
gave bith to an ille1~itimate child, probably lhe daughter of Sir 
Harry Pethers1onhalugh, who sheltered her for a while during 
this time. She was brought to London by her lover Charles 
Greville, an MP and son of Lord Greville, and lhey lived mod· 
estly for four years .. In 1784 Oreville 's maternal unclo Sir Wu• 
liun Hamilton, unlbassador to Naples, visited his nephew ~ 
on seeing Emma fell instantly in love with her, writing; She '! 
bdtu than anythi~ia in nature. In her particular way ~ IS 
finer than anythinlihaJ is to be found in an1ique art. Orevill~ 
seem, to havo had no scruple in allowing Hamilton to 'uko 
Bmma and aho Ira veiled 10 Naples in 1786. Sho 1,ecamo 
Hamilton 'a mistre~ and quickly developed a reputation as O: 
of the beauties of ~~e ago. Artists, poets, and musci.lnS r~ 
about her and hed o spread. In 1791 sho married Hamilton 



-

Lady Hamilton at Merton 

and became one the leading members of society in Naples. In 
1793, in a flying visit to Naples Lady Hamilton first met Admi­
ral Nelson, but in 1798, on hi, return to the city alter hi• mo­
mentou.. victory over the French at the Battle of the Nile, their 
auochrncnt was esl.lblishcd. Boarding his ship. Lady Hamilton 
saw Nelson and cried The conquering hero! Oh God i.r it pos­
sible/ and fainted in hiJ arms. The Hamiltons held a lavish 
celebration for Nelson and he lived with them for three months 
before returning to su. When the French invaded Naples in 
1799 the Hamiltons were forced to flee lhe city to Malta and she 
supposedly determined then to win Nelson's heart. 

In 1800 she returned to England and spent ,o much time with 
the Admiral lhat they were rarely apart TIie affair became 
serious, despite their cffort.s to keep up a show of platonic pu· 
rity. Despite the growing cvid~nce of an affair, Sir William re­
mained furn friends with Nelson until hiJ death in 1803 and 
seems to had refused any 'slur' on his wife's name. lnough 
Lady Hamilton inherited almost £5,000 from her husband she 
had amassed an astonishing glllllbling debt of £1,000 and she 
was forced to apply for a pension from lhe Queen of Naples, 
which was refused. lnough Nelson expressed his desire tommy 
Lady Hamilton they remained unmarried on his death at the 
Battle of Trafalgar in October 1805. Though Nelson left her 
the bulk of his fortune and his house at Merton, Lady Hamilton's 
endemic gambling and dissolute lifestyle swallowed up this 
inhertiance and by 1813 she was arrested for debt and impris­
oned in the King's Bench. She died in France in 1815 in abject 
poverty. 

;~~:,:r ·• '!~ 411!lt-,~--~,'.'." • • <'r.~:.. • ~.. -~ ·~ . b..ffl~"•>_~, .,. 
~\ .: • t:·t~~;,'!' }• ·''.·. • ••• ·'':, ,,- ••• 

•;.';,\., 
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Merton Place, the Seat of Admiral Lord Nelson (northfacade) 
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tn:be l.orbsb ip of ~ribetuell ~al~ce 
tbe patisb of ~t QCiente111t 119anes, in t!I:be QC1tp of lLonbon 

encompassing Fleet Street 

WB BBUEVB th.at this is the first Manor to come up tor sale 
within the City of London and, so far as can be asccrtalincd, it 
includes the small ecclesiastical parish of St Clement D1111es to 
the west. across Aldwych from the Royal Courts of Justi1:e. To 
the cast lies the ancient parish of St Brides, which starts at 
Black.friars Bridge westward to St Clements, northw·ard to 
Ludgate and Fleet Street, and southward to the Thmm:s Em­
bankment. Hard though it may be to believe now, the area was 
• well-wooded retreat. lying between the city walls of London 
and Westminster, when the tiny village of St Clements with its 
church was founded by a party of Danes in 1022 in the ru:ign of 
the Danish King Canute. St Brides was founded slightly )atA:r, 
but ccnainly before 1087. probably by Danes sillce St Blides is 
a diminutive of St Bridget. a Danish sainL Discovery of 111efacts 
during development in the 19th century demonstrate that the 
area was occupied by Romans or Romano-Britons, perhaps 
wealthy ones with interests in the trade of Londinium. A royal 
tower or castle stood here by 1087, according to the 1611h cen­
tury writer, Stow, 'for I read that in 1087, the 20th (year of the 
reign) of William I, the city of London with die Churcl~ of St 
Paul being burned, Mauritius (Maurice), then Bishop of Lon­
don. afterward began the foundation of a new church, •111here­
W1to King William gave the choice stones of his castle stnmding 
near near to the bank of die river Thames, at the west endl of the 
citie. • The bank of the river came much further north then 111d 
was probably flat and marshy, the Thames not being confined in 
its present course until Sir Joseph Bazalgctte built the Thames 
Embmlc:mcnt in the 1860s. Consequently, much of tlne area 
known as die Temple to the soudl would have been tidal. If you 
look at the river-side of the Tower of London, grass separates 
that fortress's walls from the river, but until the reign of Queen 
Victoria the river ran up to its outer walls. Indeed, the. River 
Gate is obviously named and state prisonct1, such as Anne 
Boleyn and Katherine Howard, were rowed through Traitor's 
Gate to be imprisoned in the Tower where they met their doom. 
The Manor wu early called the Royal Precinct of Bridlcwell, 
and it was physically separated from the City of London by the 
Fleet River, which joined the Thames near Blacldiiars Bridge. 

Katherine Howard 

The area seems ro have atlrlCled its firat colony of D~,a be­
cause of. repured holy spring which WU IUppOsed IO posse,s 
minculoul curative powen, and bore the saint's name. In due 
course, rho royal palace hard by wu called 'Bridewell'. Tho 
wt public use of !he sprin& appears to havo been in 1821 when 

The old Fleet Bridge 

several men were employed in filling thousands of bottles for 
the coronation of King George IV on 19 July that year, an early 
example of 'spring water' perhaps which infests every resuu­
r111t these days. The idea was apparently that of a Mr Wallcer, 
who owned the hotel in Bride Lane, and the water was obtained 
by melJIS of a cast iron pump in the lane. 

After the demolition of the castle at Bridewell, die palace or 
mansion was built, for Henry ID and his Courts resided here in 
1225. King John in 1210 summoned the leading clergy to 
Bridewell where he imposed a tax of £100,000, a colossal swn, 
impossible to convert into a value today because of the infi­
nitely more complex nature of our economy. But if die gross 
domestic value of England dlen was perhaps £1.S mill.ion, dlen 
one gains an impression of the size of this imposL 

Salisbury 

The Bishops of Salisbury then lived at Bridewell, giving their 
epucopal namo to Salisbury Square. The Manor appears even­
tually lo have passed inlo the hands of Cardinal Thomas Wolsey, 
Lord Clwu:ellor lo Henry VIII (1S0947). and on his fall from 
royal favour it fell into the hands of tho King in 1529. Of tho 
Cardinal's ownership, Cavendish, his biographer, says, 'Ho fo~ 
means to be mado ono of tho King's CoW1Cil, and IO grow in 



good estimation and favour with the King, to whom the King 
gave, house 1\ Bridewell in Flee\ Slrccl, sometime Sir Richard 
Bmpson '1, where he kept a house for his family, and daily at­
tended the King'• Court.' 

1n 1522, Henry VIll rapidly repairod the palace at considerable 
expense for tl,e reception o[thc Holy Roman Emperor Charles 
V, although that monarch lodged atBlackfriars (near the present 
Underground station), although his suite was housed at 
Bridewell, a gallery of cummunication being put across over 
lhe Fleet River estuary, and a passage cut lhrough the City wall 
into the Emperor's apartments, After Wolsey's fall, Henry him­
self lived at Bridewell, and the whole of the Third Act of 
Shaltcspcarc's Henry VIII passes at this place: 

The most convenient plocc thot I can think of 
For such recclpt ofleomlng Is Blackfrilll'S; 
There shall ye meet obout this mighty matter• 

Shauspeare, Henry VIII. Act ii 

• a reference to the King's impending divorce from Catherine 
of Aragon, the Emperor's aunt. 
Hall, in his chronicle, says: 

In 1528 Cardinal Campelus (Campcgglo) was brought 
to ye l<inge's presence, then living at Brydcwell. by ye 
Cardinal of Yorke (Wolsey), and was carycd in a chayer 
of aunson velvet borne between lill (four) persons, for 
he was not able to stand, and the Ca.rdynall of Yorke and 
he ut both on the ryght hand of the I<lnge's throne, and 
there was one Frandsd. Secretary to Cardinal Campelus, 
made an eloquent oradon In the Latin tongue. And the 
sunc King caused al his r,obilitio, judges, and rounsaylors 
wt {with) diverse other persons to come to his palace of 
Brydewcll on S=day the vill (eighth) day of of Novem• 
ber at after none (afternoon) In his great chamber, and 
there delivered a speech to them concerning his maniage 
with Catherine of Aragon. 

The King held a Parliament at Blackfriars in 1525, and at 
Bridewell Palace at the same time, he created or advanced the 
following men in the peerage: 

Harry Filuoy, (a child he had had illegitimately by Elizabeth 
Blwit) to be Earl of Nottingham and Duke of Richmond), also 
Lieutenant-General from Trent oonhward, Warden of the East, 
Middle, and Western Marches. 

He,vy Courtney, Bari of Devon, cousin german to the King. to 
be Marquess of Exeter. 

He,vy Brandon. a child of two years old, son of the Earl of 
Suffolk. to be Earl of Lincoln. 

Sir Thomas Manners, Lord Rosse, to be Earl of Rutland (ances• 
tor of the present Dulce of Rutland, of Belvoir Castle). 

Sir He,vy Clifford, to be Earl of Cumberland. 

Sir Robert Rdcli/fe, to be VlSCOunt Fitzwalter, 

Sir Thotnos Belvin (Boleyno), father 10 Anne Boleyne. or Bullen. 
IO be Vilcowu Roohtord. 

We bave mmdonod lhe Ri,er Pleet which give, Ill name 10 the 
,.._.PJeccSrreer, 'ancealrll' homeoflfleBrillshnalionalp-ea, 
wJ&cre lmJil about 20 years ago, many of lhe great newspaper 

titles were based: The Daily Telegraph, Tu Daily Express, TM 
News of the World, The Evening Standard, while just off Fleet 
Street were TM Daily Mall,The S1111, The Daily Mi"or. Reuters 
and the Press Association arestill located in Pleet Street, u are 
numerous regional newspapers with London office,. The de­
parture of much of the media for places like Canary Wharf has 
not altered the fact that 'Fleet Street' is still the generic name 
for the national press, and the bars and restaurants located there, 
or just off the throughf are, continue to be frequented by jour­
nalists and lawyers. In the case of the lawyers, there are two 
Inns of Court within the ancient precincts of the Manor• Middle 
and Inner Temple • and the Royal Court, of Justice. • 

Restaurants and public houses, famous for the press, continue 
in Uld around Fleet Street, some dating from the medieval pe­
riod: the Mitre, in Mitre Court; the Che.shire 0-, El Vino. 
the Wig and Pen, the Printers' Pie. Being adjacent to the City, 
though not p4rt of that corporation until later, Bridewell was 
less regulated. Because Icings sometimes held courts and par­
liaments in the precincts, the area was, therefore, full of enter­
tainments, from brothels to hotels, and dangerous, u noted in 
Lodowiclc:Bany'sRam'sAlley, orMurieTricks, printed in 1611: 

Wlll Smallbanlces and the rest of his fellows, while be­
Ing conducted after supper by torchlight from the Mitre 
In Fleet Street to the Savoy, are set on, swords drawn, 
by Throat and his desperadoes, who carry off the pre­
tended heiress unperceived towards St Giles. Thos. 
Srnallbankes, nclUed at this ill-luck, alflnns that she has 
run off towards Fleet Brldge; but Wall asserting It as a 
thing not possible, Thomas reiterates:• 

Upon my life, 
They went In by the Greyhound•, and sostrooke 
Into Bridewell,. to take water at the doclc-

• a tavern on the southside 

de Lacy 

By the time the Fleet River arrived at Bridewell Palace it had 
been fed by broob and rivulets upsueam. It was known as tho 
'river of wells' in thereignofEdwudl(1272-1307)on account 
ofii,beingtheeasiesuourceof'msh'watcrbcfoielho'Ilwnes. 
which wu and Is tidal and. thcrefore. aalinatecL Wo quote 'fresh• 
in tho preceding sentence bocauso u early as the bo&inning of 
the 14th century complalnu about its polulk>n were bcought 
bef'oro Parliament. mooting ll Carllalo in 1307, in lho followina 
tenn1 by Henry de Lacy, Bari of Lincoln: 

Whfflll (In tunoa put) the c:oune ol watw l\lNWl8 at 
London unde,- Oldboume Bridge and fleet Bridge In 
the Th11ne1 had been ol audl bredth and depth that 10 
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or 12 ehlps, navies at once with merchandises were wont 
to come to the aforesaid bridge of Fleet, and IODle o( 
them to Oldbourne Bridge. now the Mme t'OUIII! (by 
filth of the 'Iannen and auch others) WU aore decayed 
abo raising of wharves but especially by a diversion of 
water, made them of the New Thmple, for their mtlles 
atanding without Baynard'• Ca.,l)e ln the flnll year of 
King John {1199-1200), a.nd by olhl!l'9 divers lmpcdl· 
men ts,'° that the said ships could not enter as they were 
wont and as they ought. Wherolore he desired the 
Mayor of London, with the Sheriffs, and other discreet 
Aldennl!II, might be appointed to view the said course 
of the $11ld water, and that, by the oaths of good men, all 
the aforesaid hindrances might be removed, and Is to 
be made as ii wu wont of old. Whl!l'C!upon, Roger de 
Brabazon, the C.Otutable of the Tower (of London) with 
the Mayor and Sheriffs, were assigned lo takewtth'ihcm 
honest and di9CI'Cd men, and to make diligent scan:h 
and Inquiry how the aaid river was in former time and 
that they leave nothing that may have hurt or 1t0Pi,e It, 
but keep II in the sune estate that II was wont to be. 

M _with 10 many milters then u now, legislation wu one thing, 
acbo~ anothei-, and the rivei-• a filthy brook in reality. got worse, 
despite efforts at a clean-up in 1502 and again in 1589. Not 
only wei-c the waste products of 'Tanners llld such others'. 
particulcly millers• cut into the river-, but all the waste from 
private houses. Utl1e wonder that disease spread when it was 
thought that this happened through the air and not through wa­
ter, a scientific fact that was not appreciated and adopted until 
the 1860s. 

The Royal Navy was victualled from the Acct throughout the 
Middle Ages, the last time being in 1624 when Junes I planned 
a campaign against the French in defence of French Protestants 
at the Ile de RM, Brittany. The Lord Mayor was ordered to 
supply Sir Allen Aspley, one of the surveyors-general for the 
Navy, 2,000 quarters (a quancr = 28lbs (about 125kgs) to be 
made into biscuit from the storehouses in Bridge Street, 
Bridewell. During the reign of Charles II, the Navy was trans­
ferred to Owham. Kent. with a staff college at Greenwich. de­
signed by Sir Christopher Wren, one of the finest Baroque build­
ings in England. 

So dirty 111d limpid had the Pleet become, that JampoOJIJ were 
wrillen ■bout it, Including by the poet Ale:undcr Pope • 
Duncald, ii: • m 

This labour past, by Bridewell all dC!$Cend, 
As morning prayer and flogellotlons end, 
To where the Fleet Ditch with d~m bogulng 1lrC1am 
RoU1 the large tribute of dead dogs to Thames, 
The King of Dykes! than whom no sluke of mud 
With deeper sable blot, the silver flood. 

Jonathan Swift called for lhe Fleet to be filled in in his City 
Shower. 

In 1756, Blockfriars Bridge was built across the Thames, join­
ing Bridewell with Southwark, but even by 1812 there were 
still only three bridges across that river. In the next 70 years, 
during the Victorian hey-day, 10 more were built, plus five for 
railways. 

The Manor came into the hands of the Royal Hospital of 
Bridewell St Thomas's and Christ's by Grant of King Edward 
VI in 1553, and is still owned by their heirs at law, the Special 
Trustees of St Thomas's and Guys Hospital. The suppression 
of the monasteries and other relgious houses during the Refor­
mation led IO London becoming flooded with starving or neces­
sitous people from the provinces. HitherlO, such people had 
largely been catered for by Church charity. The idea was pro­
moted by Nicholas Ridley, Bishop of London, an ardent Protes­
tant who was burned IO death by Blood Mary as one of the 'Ox­
ford Martyrs' in 1556. The Grant was made two days before 
the young Edward VI's death, whose memory was commemo­
rated in these lines in thi: old Bridewell Chapel: 

This Edward of fair memory the Sl.xlh, 
In whom with greatness, goodness was commixt, 
Gave this Bridewell, a palace in old time, 
Por • chastizl.ng house of vagrant crime. 

River front al Bridwell, showing granaries circa 1660 



Fleet Ditch 1769 

In some ways, the Royal Hospitals were the forerunners of the 
Poor Law, inaugurated by Queen Eliubeth at the end of her 
reign. which Law, as amended, survived until 1945. Medieval 
Onm:h charity - no doubt as cold as any other charity· was not 
of itsdf a ma1ter of chastizcment, but in the case of the Royal 
Hospitals it became so which accounts for the allusion in Pope's 
poem quoled above: '~ morning prayer and flagellations end. .. ' 

Nicholas Ridley 

The Bridewell became • prison for many and I place of punish­
ment for being po«. It was also I place of puniwnent for 
Mrious crimuwl and corture wu carried on there in the reign of 
Queen Elizabeth. Pope', honlcal reference wu thal morning 
,nyc, wu followed immediately by floggings either al I spo­
r.ial whipping posr, near thc Law Courts, or by being tied IO thc 
rlil of I can and whipped through thc llrCCU, This WU a long 
w,y from rhe loundina Ordinances of 1551, which were, 'lhc 
IDp0fflDCc of ,uccour and relief for the poor, sick, and aaed: to 
JieJd aim, ao rhe poor and honest decayed houJeholder; 10 train 
Ip dlO bcuar', child in vinuou, exercise, and to compel tho 

Royal Hospitals 

wilfully idle and dissolute to better ways .. .' As evcr, the devil 
is in the detail, the ' wilfully idle and dissolute.' They wei-e to 
receive oll'enders, 'and examine and punish the same; to visit 
taverns, alehouses, dicing-houses, bowling-alleys, tennis-plays, 
and all suspected places of evil resort in and about London.' If 
these are just different words for those used today ·nightclubs, 
discos, drugs, promiscuity - lhen legislation and coercion were 
as ineffective then IS now. Those industrious poor who did 
work often ran up against the liveries in the City of London. 
concerned to maintain lheir closed shop and. lhus. maintain 
prices. It would not do if Bridewell unsold genuine mastcB 
and journeymen who were members of City guilds. 

D«eml,u 1556: -A woman. resident in Soulhwarlc, was jud1e.­
to be whipped at Bridewell, and sent to the Govcrnors of Ouisfs 
Hospital for a further reformation. and subsequently to be placed 
in the pillory in Cheapsidc with I paper in her band. whcr~ 
WIS wriuen. 'Whipped 11 Bridewell for leaving and forsaking 

her children. 

July J 559: . A woman named Jane Foster wu ~ught ~ ;!: 
house for enchanting Margaret Storer, and trying 10 bring 
into dissolute and evil ways. 

February 1595: - H Hodges tol1Urcd by manacles to find out 
where £100 wu hid in the ground, he having stolen goods ml 
money, and secreted lhem, !he property of Sir H Bagnall. Kni&hl. 
attendant about Her Majesty's person. 

September 1682: - A beadle was appointed to correct prisoners 
in lhe house, and those who were to be punished lhrough the 
streets of the City, instead of the Ollpcl Beadle. who had per­
Conned the office - for tho better witnessing the correction. the 
whipping post lo bo raised. 

Tho practice of sending offenders to Bridcwcll rnciely to ~ 
ccive corporal punishment continued until ther 1850s. In 1793. 
u much u £80. 6s wu paid to one of tho boadloa for Dogging 
pruonen dwing tho previous two years at five shillinls each. 
which givea aboul 160 u 1he number of persons punished by 
ono man in this w.-;. 

In tho 1860s, Bridowoll u a prison wu closod and Kin& 
Bdward"a Orammar Schools established, lho rant of lbeao be­
ing built at Witley, Surrey. Boys and girb wore sopara&ed in 
1867, thus bringing to an end. or at least aovere!y curCailin&. 
what tho rocords describe as the 'debauchery' ofdlO 'Bridewell 



Boys'. It was also found that boys and girls 1ucnded to their 
lessons better when separated, particularly the boys. 

An idea of the commerce conducted in lhcr l Blh century can be 
gleaned from the small advertisements in the local papers: 

D«anber 1719:-&imund'Thomas 1tthe 'OldBrunswiclcMum 
and Spruce Becrhousc' against Bridewell Bridge, Fleet Ditch, 
sells right Brunswick Mum and Spruce Beer• wholesale and 
retail. Note, ft hth a large quantity of new spruce just arrived, 
and is the only pcnson in London thal deals in these two com• 
moditics and nothing else. 

•alooholic drink made of molasses and flavoured with spruce 
twigs and cones; mum was a type of beer made from cereals, 
such as beans. and was of German origin. hence 'Brunswick'. 

JIily 1723: • Mr Hart, formerly partner to Mr Taylor, a governor 
of Bridewell. was well in hcnlth on Tuesday night. but found 
dead in his bed the next morning. 

Sq,tetnbu 1723:. Yesterday evening, one Bird, a watchmaker, 
aged above 20, living in Bridewell Precinct. cut his own throat. 
but not doing it effectually, hanged himselr aflcrwum on the 
bannister of the staircase. 

Augll.st 1730:. Mr Alderman PIROns has wrote to Mr Aldcnnan 
Child from France.. to desire he will hold the annual Court Thurs­
day at Bridcwcll, where I fine enlUtainmcnt will be prepared at 
the expense of twelve stewards, the said Alderman having put 
off his return to England for some time. 

--~•-ir,-:,--- ... .,..~ .. --~ 

- -

Treasurer's Residence, Bridewell 

King Edwants School/or Boys 
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al:be i.orbsbip of ~Ulenj 
<!Cantbrib gejbi re 

TI-fB LORDSHJP of Allens lies in the parish ofTcvcrsham, four 
miles east of Carnbridgc, next to the parish of Cherry Hinton. It 
is rural, chlefly concerned with arable fanning. At the time of 
Domesday Book (1086), Alic~ seems to have belonged lo the 
main Tcvccsham Lordship, for which the entry reads; 

In Tevcrsham Count Alan holds 11 /2 hides. 
land for 13 ploughs but they are not there. 

This land Is assessed with the Count's Manor of 
Olerry Hinton. 
2 Pn-cmm, Edeva's men held It, they could not 
l'\-ithdraw from her; 
They found l cartage and 1 escort for the Sheriff. 
In the same village Robert holds l hide from C.ount 
Al1111. Land for l plough; It Is there; meadow for t 
plough. 
The value is and always was tOs. 
S of Edeva's men held this land and could not with­
dr•w from her; they found 3 escort for the sheriff. 

The Count mentioned in the extract is Alan, Cowit of Brittany, 
who held Tcversham and what was to become the Lordship of 
Allens. He had arrived in England with William the Conqueror 
and was one of lhe new King's most trusted advisors. His father 
was Eudon, who ruled Brittany until 1079 after seizing the prov­
ince from his father, Duke Geoffrey. After 1066, Alan was 
granted a large number of estates, including Teversham. many 
of them formerly belonging to Earl Edwin. a Saxon Overlord. 
It is thought lhat he had upwards of 400 Manors in 
Cambridgeshire, Yorkshire, Lincolnshire, Norfolk. and Suffollc. 
In CambridgC$hue, Alan founded the Abbey of Swavesey, and 
cben. together wilh King William, fowided St Mary's Abbey at 
York. Known as lhe Red, Alan continued as one of William's 
advisers throughout the Conqueror's reign and led the Normm 
forces al the siege of St Suunne in Maine, France. After this he 
built Richmond Castle. Yorkshire, which formed the caput of 
me Honom or Barony of Richmond, which he then held. The 
BIIIOllY DOW belongs to the Crown. The descent of the Earls of 
Richmond lies oD the following pages. After the death of Wil­
liam. Alan sided with William Rufus, the late King's second 
son, wbo succeeded as William Il. during the rebellion of 1088. 
He died in 1089. 

William/I 

Ji. wN Picceeded u Count of Brittany by his brother, Alan D, 
JalowD u Ibo Black, who died unmarried in 1093, Tho OIIIIOI 
tbmpaued ao alhird brodur, Srephm, who aJsoholdtheHonour 

Royal Hospitals 

of Richmond and consolidated the family's estates. Like his 
brothers, he was a religious man, supporting St Mary's Abbey 
and founding the Abbey of St Croix, in Guingamp, Britw1y, 
and the Cistcrcian AbbeY of B~gard. He died in 1136 and was 

' • succeeded by his second son, Alan m, (also known u theBlaclc. 
or niger) who was created Earl of Richmond. In 1140 Rich­
mond seized the castle of Galclint in Yorkshire, from William 
d'Aubigny and was gifted the county of Cornwall, by King 
Stephen (1135-1154), from which he styled himself Earl of 
Cornwall. At the banleof Lincoln. in 1141, Alan. unsurpisingly, 
fought with Stephen against Matilda and was taken prisoner by 
Ranulf, Earl of Chester. Ranulf forced Richmond to surren­
da Cornwall lo Reynold de Dunstanville illegitimate son of 
Henry L 

Af1er the death of Alan min 1146, the family atates began to 
disintegrate 111d it seems likely that the l.oidship of Allcns pused 
to tenants around this time. Unfortunately its descenl is ob­
scure until the 13th century, when it appears to have become 
vested in the Aleyn family, from whom it took its name. There 
are memben of the family reoorded at living in Tevenham in 
the 1360s. At least part of the Lordship of Manners, also in 
Teversham. was incorporated into the demesne of Allens: Ibis 
Lordship having been previously in the pouession of die Man· 
nets family. In the 1380s, John Aleyn wu noted u being ldive 
in local politics, but he is the last recorded member of the fam~ 
ily. By 1460, Allens wu held by John Ansty. Lord of 
Warbletons, and he passed it to his son, John. in 1477. His son. 
also John, died seized of the Lordship in 1501 and it passed fO 
his son Robert. In 1509 Robert granted Allens and lhe 
neighbouring LordshipofM111ners, to thenowly crcaledSavoy 
Hospital, which is recorded as holding them in 1535. 

Thil institution wu suppressed in 1553 and Allens was lhen 
granled, in tho aamo year, to the newly creuod Royal Hospital 
or St Thomu' and Christ's. The Lordship has Nmlinod the 
property of this Institution until the posont dq. A copy of tho 
Charter of King Edward VI. grandn& lhis and Olher Manor& to 
tho Royal Hospilala, will fOffll put of 1M 11le. 
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... ,--------------------------------------------------------------------, s 
DESCENT OF 1lIB 1ST EARLS OF RICHMOND: Lordship of Allens 

Eudo,CountofBrita.nny 

I . 
Alan, sumamed Rufus or Fergaunt {from his = 
Red hair); commanded the Rear at the Battle 
of Hastings; 1st Earl of Richmond 

(I) Constance, dau of WILUAM THE CONQUEROR 
(ob 1090) 

= (2) Ermengarde, dau. of William IX·, Duke of Aquitaine (ob 1119) 

(2) 

Conan Le Gros Earl = Matilda, dau of KING HENRY I 
of Richmond I 
(ob 1148) 

I I 
H.ael. or Eudo Bertha = Alan Niger (E. or Richmondjure uxor) 
(dsp 1158) I dau. of Stephen Count of PENTHIEVRE 

~ Niger, Earl of = Bertha, dau and heir of 
Richmond,Duke Conan,DukeofBrita.nny 
Britanny ;ure wcor 
(ob 1165) 

Conan Le Petit = Margaret, dau. of Henry Brian 
(ob 1171) I Earl of Huntingdon of 

KING WILLIAM OF SCOTS 

Alan; Lord 
ofBedale 

T 
Guy, ancestor 
of the Barons 
Strange 

1 
Reginald 

~i~~. ~I 
+ + I . l I l no._ a:., 

Richmond 



ConsiAnct' • (1) Geotrniy Planta11enc1, 401 Son 
of KING HENRY II 

(2) Rll.lph de Blondvlllc, 
Earl of Chester 

(3) Guy Viscomte de Thouars 

(1) (1) (3) (3) 

Arthur, said to have 
been murdered by his 
uncle, KJNG JOHN 

Eleanor 
(dsp) 

Alice ~ Peter de Dreux, son of 
Robert, Count de Drewc of 
the Blood Royal of France 
(ob 12S0) 

Katherine ,. Andrew de Vitre 

John de Dreux, Eul of Richmond "' Blanche, dau. of KING, 
andDukeofBritanny(ob 1286) I THEOBAI.DOFNAVARRE 

Jolande = Hugh Le Brun, 
Count of Picardy 

Jo'bn de Dreux, E. or Richmond = Beatrix Plantagenet, dau. 
D. of Brittanny (ob 1306) I of KING HENRY m 

I 
Arthur, D. ofBritanny 7 (1) Mary of Limoges 

(2) Jolaota de Montfort 

1 
John, E. of Richmond 
(dsp 1334) 

(1) (I) ('2) .(2) 
• I 

John, E. of Richmond = (1 Y Isabel, dau of Charles Count of Valois Guy 
(d,p 1341) (2) llbncho, W of tlue KING OF CAS'llLE • I John de Dreux, E. of Blanche "' Philip, 

• (3) Margaret, dau of Co11nt of Savoy 
de Brenon • Joan, dau. of Artois 
(ob 13;5) I Louis Court 

ofNevers 
l 

Joan = Charles, son ofGuy, Count of Blois Joan • Ralph, Lord Bassett 
of Drayton 

John de Dreux., the Valiant E. of= 
Richmond, Earl of Montfort, 
Duke ofBritanny 

(1) Mary Plantagenet dau. ofKlNG EDWARD ill 
(2) Joan, dau of Thomas Holland Earl of Kent 
(3) Joan, dau of CHARUS THE BAD, KlNG OF NAVARRE 

(she marr. KJNG HENRY IV OP ENGLAND) 

(2) 

Mary= Guy 
of St Pol 

(2) 

Alice, Abbess 
ofFontevraud 

John, Duke of Britanny j Jane of Flanders 

I 

Arthur, D. of Britanny Richard, Count of Etampes = Margaret of Orleans 
(ob 1451) . r1 

Francis, D. ofBritanny • Isabel of Scotland 
in 1442 1 

I 
Mary • John Viscomtt Rohan 

Peler D. of Brit:1My • Frances d'Arnboise Francis D. of Bdtanny in 14S8 -= (1) Margaret] 
In 1450 {dsp) 

Anne, heiress of Brttanny i KING LOUIS XII of FRANCE 

The VALOIS KINGS OF FRANCE 

(2) Mazgaret de Foix 

;;......_ ________________________________________________ J 



~be 1Lorbsbip of ,Surbeleps 
Q!:aiubribgesbire 

BU~DBLEYS lies in the parish of Combcrton and appears to 
dcnve £rom two hides of land held of Picot, lhe Sheriff of 
Cambridgeshire. At Domesday, in 1086 it is mentioned !huts: 

In Combcrton, 2 n,en hold 2 hides and 2 acres 
from Picot. Land 

for four ploughs. In Lordship 2; 
7 villagers With 11 smallholders have 2 ploughs. 
Meadow for 1 plough. 
The value Is and was EiOs; before 1066, fA. 
7 freemen of King Edward's time held 
t hide and t virgate of this land; 
they found S cartages and 3 escorts. 2 other 
Freemen had 3 virgates and could withdraw 
(le leave the Manor without the Lord's consent); 
one of them was Archbishop Stigand's man, 
the othera Earl Waltheof's man. 

The Lordship was held by a number of tenants under the 
overlordship of various baronial families. In 1166 it was in1 the 
possession of Eustace Picot, who left it to his daughter, l..a11t1etta, 
the wife of Hugh Burdeleys. It is from him that the Lorcfahip 
dczives its name. Laurella died in 1224 and Burdeleys pai1sed 
to he grandson, William, who died in 1233. He was succeeded 
by his two brothczs in turn, Hugh and Geoffrey before the escate 
passed the latter's son John. 

Before this time, however, the Lordship appears to have un,der­
gone subinfeudstion and there follow several minor owners. 'The 
majority of the dernC51lc remained wilh lhc Burdeleys fa11rlily 
until the 1330s when it was granted out to Thomas Patcslbull 
and then John Francis. 

Beauchamp 

Thomas Pateshull wu a descendant of Sir Simon PateshulJ, a 
judge and knight, who lived during the reign of Heruy ill (1216-
1272). In 1257, Sir Simon wu appointed IS King's Justice ver 
die Jews. In 1258 hiJ Manor of Crawley in Buckinghams~iire 
wu invaded and damaged by William de Beauchamp. Theri-is 
no reoord of what caused Ibis feud. In 1260 PaleShull wu J~ 
poinfed Sheriff of Norlhlmpconslure. but lhen joined Simon de 
Molllfort. Earl of Leiceller's, CIUH and WU with him w~ri: 
WU baiepd by Kina Henry at Northampton in 1264. Ayj~ 
la&er he joiaecl Im odl« rebel baron, at the liege of Kenil~f111 
Cude. Allol)' ii IOld of Sir Simon Pateahull, 1h11 on hium~ 
Cd cleldl bod Jn 1273 be dem•nded !IMS lut rilel, After~~ 
been given he boc■me ,poochleu, but • relic from tho ~ of 
Simon de Mcalfort WU llroupt lo him end be immedillely f8• 

covered. 'Ibis •miracle' blr.ed only• ye.-since died In 127 . 
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Winchester 

John Francis' son John then held the Lordship until 1347, when, 
dying a minor, it was divided among his sisters, Elizabeth and 
Joan. On the former's death the Lordship was united with Joan 
and her husband, Gilbert Chamber. On his death in 1360 Joan 
remarried, to John Fitzjohn, but he refused to maintain Gilbert's 
children and Joan left him and lived at Comberton until her death 
in 1375. Her son, Edmund Chamber inherited Burdcleys from 
her. However, Fitzjohn claimed that the lands were his until his 
death, which occurred in 1394. F.dmund Chamber then held the 
Manor until his death in 1400 when it passed to his mother, 
Margaret. In 1419 she sold Burdcleys to William Balcer of Care 
in Suffolk. 

The descent is then a little unclear until the 1450s when a later 
William Baker sold the Lordship to Thomas Pouncey who then 
devised it to John Denston of Denston in Suffolk. He died in 
1462, leaving Burdeleys to his wife Catherine for life. h then 
passed to his daughter Anne, who married John Broughton of 
Denston. Their JOn John was the heir and he died in 1483. The 
Lordship then came to his brother Robert, who came of age in 
1487. He died in 1506, leaving Burdeleys to his son John, who 
liveduntil 1518. In 1514,hehadsoldtheLordship tolheBishop 
ofW111chester and others who included it in their endowment of 
the Savoy Hospital in London, which WIS established in 1517. 
This was dissolved in 1553 and Burdeleys came to lhe Corpora­
tion of London who used it in the endowment of a new hospi­
tal, St Thomu's in Soulhwarlc. The Lordship hu remained in 
the ownership of the Royal Hospitals of StThomu's and Christ's 
to the present day. A copy of lhe Charter of King Edward VI in 
1553, in which this and other Lordships weie granted to the 
Royal Hospitals, will be included in the sale. 

Burdeleys lies between tho parishes of Toft and Burton, somo 5 
miles south west of Cambridge, and is sometimes spcltBurlyncs. 
or Burdlymes. 

---
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JLorbslJip of ~f nton ~etberball 
Qtantbrfbgesbire 

dating from Queen Edith c. 1050 

..-==-=REAT SURVEY of England made in 1086 by Will­
IN THB G . known as Domesday Book, the Lordship of 
. 1 othcfWJSC f H' 11111 ' 

11 
hall fonncd part of the larger manor o mton. 

H' ion Ne ,er • be • 
Ill • th Norman invasion, Hinton had en a possession 

PreVJOUS ~-~ wife of Edward the Confessor. Queen Edith, 
of ~ecn h

1 
t ~ have been the eldest child of Earl God wine of 

who JS tboug S • I • • wiusually well educated for a axon gir , rece1v111g 
~~ wasw·iron Abbey and married Edward the Confessor in 
t111UOR •

1 1 
cd "Lad " h • al 

5 
Although sometimes referr to as y, s e is so 

J04.d •L ... as "Queen" or "hallowed Queen". She was re­
of\en cscr,~ • d --'' • h • tl Ed nowncd for her beauty and piety ~ tr":'"llon as It ~at • 

. ...1 er consummated his mamagc with her due to his own 
w11u nev • Ed'th 1 deeply held religious beliefs. TI1ough pious, 1 was 7ss scru-
pulous in politics and she is thought to h•~edertalceden cohns1dcrinhable 
bribes 

10 
influence lhe King and was cons1 to ave er­

. ed her farnily's tendency lo greed. She amassed considerable 11
1 

tes in Cambridgeshire, including Hinton Netherhall, 
;u~hamshirc, Bcrlcshire, Esseit, and Wesseit. Her relation­
ship with Edward was one of complete submis~ivenes~ in rub­
lic. often sining at his feet at banquets and he m tum 1s s11d to 
hlve loved her. Despite this, when her father and brothers, Earl 
Godwine and the future King Harold, were outlawed in 1051 
for conspiring against him, Edward made no objection to the 
proposal of Archbishop Robert that he should be separated from 
her. All hl'r property was seized, and she was exiled to Wilton 
Monastery. When her father was reconciled with the King a 
year Iller, Edith was allowed back to Court and her land, in­
cluding the Lordship of Hinton Neth!'rhall, was restored to her. 
She is said to have stood at the foot of Edward's deathbed at 
Ciristmas 1065, chuishing his feet and trembling al his proph­
tt:1 <( evil. Edward commanded her-into the care of her brother 
Harold, despite her affinity for the ca11Se of Harold's enemy, 
Earl Tostig of Northumbria, and on her h11Sband's death retired 
ID W-mchcster to await the outcome of Tostig's expected en­
counter with her brother. Tostig failed at the battle of 
Stamfordmdge, Yorkshire. in September 1066, and she is re• 
arded lhen as wishing William Duke of Nonnandy to succeed 
her husband. It was no SUIJ>rise, therefore, that after the 
Conqueror•, victorY at Hastings in October of the same year 
~ paid him tribute and acknowledged him as King. She sur• 
VIYcd the Nonnan conquest with her lands intact until her death 
in 1075. 

Edward tht Confessor 

William/ 

In 1086, Hinton Netherhall was held of the Honour of Rich­
mond and appears to have been in the possession of the Hinton 
family. The entry in Domesday for Hinton reads; 

Count Alan hold Cheny Hinton. 7 hides. 
Land for 13 ploughs. 
1n lordship 3 hides; 4 ploug}ls there. 
19 villagers, 22 smallholders with 9 ploughs. 
4 slaves; meadow for 3 ploughs,4 mills as 25s; 
pasture for the vilbge livestock; 
4 ploughshares, from the marshes 25d; 
from the cart 6d. 
The total value ls and wu £18 before 1066 £12. 

Mowbray 

After this time it came into tho hands of tho Mowbnys. during 
tho roign of Richud D (1377-1399). When tho Mowbray lino 
booamo extinct, in 1476, tho Lordship pwod IO tho Berkeley 
family. William Marquess ofBerkoloy lhca gavo tho Lordship 

IO Sir Reginald Bray. Bray was tho ~ son_ of Sir ~ 
Bra~ who had boon ono of tho Pivy Council during Ibo !Olgllof 
H~ VI (1422-1461). Reginald bogm his cueor u thoiecoiver· 
general of tho household of Sir Henry Stalford. Ho aponl lhD 
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next few years discreetly fighting against the Yorkist cause and 
on the accession of Hcruy VII (148S-1S09) in 1485 he joined 
the Tudors. He quiclcly became a favourite of Hcruy who re­
warded him richly by m~g him a Knight of Bath and then a 
Knight of the Garter. When Henry went 10 France, in 1492, 
Bray wu entrusted with looking after the King•, estates held of 
the Duchy of Lancutcr. In 149S, he was granted, for life. the 
Isle of Wight, Carisbroke Castle, and a number of Lordships. A 
yurprcvious IO this he had been made High Steward of Oxford 
and Cambridge universities. In 1497, there was a rebellion in 
Cornwall by Lambert Simncll, a pretender IO the thonc, and Bray 
fought for the King at the Battle ofBlackhcath. After the rebel­
lion had been CfUShed, Bray was made Knight BannereL He 
also wu a talented architect and his designs can be seen in the 
form of St George's Chapel at Windsor and Hcruy VIl's chapel 
at Westminster Abbey. He died in 1S03, without issue, and the 
Lordship of NctherhalJ Hinton pwcd to the Savoy Hospital. 
When this institution was dissolved it was granted as part of the 
founding endowment of the Royal Hospitals of St Thomas'• and 
Christ's in London in 1553, the Special Trustees of which are 
the prC$C111 Lords of the Manor. A copy of the 1S53 Grant of 
King Edward VI will be handed to the new owner. 

The Lordship lies in the parish of Chcny Hinion. two miles 10 

die south of Cambridge and !Oday forms a suburb of the city. In 
the 17th and 18th century it was a noted centre for the produc­
tion of saffron. ' ' \ l 

\ I 
I I 
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ffi:be lLodJ~bip o·f ~borebttcb 
lLonb,on 

. _ac7 rrtJ •"'ED al the heart of Ilic London Easl 

.-- rrcH JS S '" • U ·1 lh sHORED th of Spiial.fields and B 1shopsgat.c. nil e 
,...,i i11st to the nor ·t.a1 in lhe 18th century, the area was 
oi ... ,- 1 n of t11e cap• . 
~pid cXP,ns O . 'de tlie City walls. Eventually 11 was ,. al lying outs1 . . bu lik 
JargclY JUJcd u'p in tlte relentless surge of ur~ai:uzaulon, . ~ lef 
,wallo"' d -1 ctains a sense thal 11 ts a p ace tn Ilse 

··• in Lon on, • r • 'al 
111any ar- . . ly sought after res1dcnu area. 
and i.l now 111 mcrcasmg 

. aid to derive iis name from Jane. Shore, a city 
The 1,orough ~ s h was said to have been a mistress of Ed-

hsn1's wife, w o 'bed • Id I mcit 83) Her siory is descn m an o , me an-
ward IV (1461- • 
cholY ballad; 

Thus weary of my life, at lengthe 

1 yielded up my vital strength 
Wllhln I ditch of J04thsome scent, 
Where carrion dogs dJd much trcquenl; 

The whlch now, since my dying day 
ls Shoredltch called, as wrilers saye; 
Which Is a witness of my sllme, 
For being the concubine of a ldnge. 

U til ecently tltcre was a tavern called The Jane Shore in 
n r • • £th 1 ShCJ1edi1Ch High Strcel, bul the true denv auon o e p accname 

1w more do do wilh tlte earliest known Lords of the Manor, the 
Shocedileh family. Also known as Shorcditch Place, the Lord­
ship was fonned from land accumulated in the 12th and 13th 
cauurie.s by lhis family. By the 1330s it ~as in the. hands ~f 
John Shorcdi1cll who was the son of Benedict Shored1tch. Has 
f&thtthad received a grant of land in the area, formerly belong­
ingtoJorum Maker•~ a Jewish merchant, expelled with the rest 
of Fn&lish Jewry by Edward I ( 1272-1307). John appears u an 
a.ivocate in lhe Court of Arches, • religious court of appeal 
(socalled for being held under the arches at Bow, nearby) dur­
iagthmignof Edward ll (1307-1327) who lhen appointed him 
u 111cnvoy IO lhe King of France in 1325. In that same year, 
he was made chief cleric oflheBench with an impressive salaxy 
of £100 • year md the Lordship of lhe Manor of Passenham in 
Nonhunp10nshirc. When Edward m came to the throne (1327-
lln) Shoreditcll seems to have fallen out of favour with the 
King's mother, Queen Isabella, for most of his land was stripped 
&orn_him. He complained in person to Parliament about the 
lo~s in 1330 and Edward promised him compensation. After 
~he ~•uent to France to treat with the French King, a mis­
: ~uled him until 1332. Shore.ditch was then Jcnighted 
bJer be • member of the King's Council in 1334. A year 
lllcn, bet wu 5e:lt to lhe continent IO arrange the marriage settle­
On ~ ween Edward's daughtcr Joan and the Duke of AustriL 
~ in ~;min 1336, he was made a Baron of the Exchequer, 
P.dw•d' 9 he appeared before Philip V of Prance to defend 

1 
assumption of lhe title 10 Philip's kingdom. 

In 1343 he was 
Aviinon With le sent by Edward 10 visit Pope Clement VI at 
he 11w u 1oo tiers of C-OmplainL Edward was angry with what 
P0pc ll&IJed ~uch papal intcrference in England. When the 
~ ~6cea She ~ only appointed two forelgncn to Bn­
'>idtd 1~ l:4r/ ~educh replied Holy Pa1her, you have pro• 
!:big Ot,d all ,1ie':;' Pirigord lo the deanery of York, and the 
'ftht ki,,g atid the ~ 0/ England reckon him a capital enemy 
~~with st!'''!"m; The Pope was said 10 be greatly 

edilcb I boldnes$ and the E.ngluhman was 

given licence IO leave Avignon immediately lest he be arrested . 
In 1345, after returning from France, he was at his family home 
in Wuc, Hertfordshire, when he was smolhcred by four of his 
servants. The reasons are not known. Hi, murderers were 
arrested, tried, and hanged, drawn, and quartered. Their heads 
were placed on spikes outside Newgale Prison. 

John was succeeded in his posSCS8ion of Shoreditch by his wife 
Ellen and brother Nicholas. They in turn were succeeded by 
Nicholas' son, John, who is recorded as being active in Hack­
ney in the 1380s, In 1422 John's grandson and successor re­
ceived the Lordship oflclcenham in Middlesex. The Shored itch 
family retained this Lordship until about 1490 when it was sold 
IO Hcruy and John Tey. In 1513 William Tey appcan to have 
surrendered lite Lordship to the Crown, who were probably 
Overlords. Shored.itch was lhcn granted to the Savoy Hospital, 
which had been founded in 1505. In 1535, lhe Hospital was 
recorded u holding the Lordship of Shorcditch Place, some­
times known as lngrilroweshold. When this instirution was dis­
solved, in 1553, Shorcditch was regranted in by Edward VI IO 
the Royal Hospitals of St Thomas', and Christ's. and it has re­
mained with this institution until lhe present day. 

Canterbury 

, •t.a1 , ded in about 1215 within 'The first St Thomas s hosp1 was •0Wl 1 ·the • ts of the monastery of St Mary Overy. London. t 
~ted to St Thomas Bcclccl, Archbishop of CanterbllQ', 

was ca , atcd on the steps of his altar in 1170, and pro­
who was assassin r and homeless. It was situated. 
·vided shelter for the very poo Th in Southwack. 
lthcn, as now, on the south bank of the to~ and a new hall 
:By 1238, the hospital had already ~gW\ al!: charitable value 
·was added. Such was StThomas.s mor ifted a 
Ito the City of London lhat a Jewish thmcrchxant t,lOOisaacy~ lhere 

nb • 1299 Over e ne ' 
lhouse 10 the mo 10 • abling the b;>spital to 
•were a large ~umber o~ifls :r;~l=cester and Hertford. 
iexpand. Gilbert de art, fhis chwch at Btetchin&ly, 
1grantcd the hospital lhe advowso~:i wasnvaged by thcpla&uc 
:Swrey, in 1314. In 1349, lhe~ospi . arlon from illegiti-
1and Walter de Marlowe obtained a ~pier t,ecause no one 
imacy in order that he mighl be appo 
i~.lso was fit for for the post. 
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Clare 

It was in the grounds of the the Hospital that lhc first 1rar11slalion 
of lhc Bible into English wu said to have been undcruJccn by 
MiJcs Coverdale, aftei-Thomas Cromwell had ordered that lhc 
Saiptures be translated to M vulgar tongue. In 153:5, after 
visiting the wards, Richard Layon, the monastic visitor, wrote 
to Thomas Cromwell. describing the hospital as • bawdy". This 
seems likely since at the time Southwark was the • red-light' 
district of London and many prostirutcs used St Thomas 's after 
contracting veneical disease. Its former fame and useJrulness 
could not save St Thomas's from Henry vm•s Dissolution and 
the institution wu suncndercd to the Crown in 1540, despite 
pleas from lhe aldermen of the City of London that the), be al­
lowed to lake over its administration. However, in 15:52 Ed­
ward VI (1547-1553) reopened the Hospital under the c::ontrol 
of the City of London, aftet the Corporation had purchased the 
Lordship of lhcManor of South wade, which they still own~ hold­
ing an annual Court Leet in Borough High StrccL Shoi:editch 
was gifted to the corporation as part of the endowment of a new 
hospital, granted by Edward VI, as the Royal Hospitafa of St 
Thomas's and Christ's. When it was reopened in 1553, ilt could 
aocommodate 260 patients. The hospital remained on its: origi­
nal sile and in 1693 the old buildings, now deerepit, w,ere re­
placed, paid for by public subscription. The new building con­
sisted of three airy squares, to which the Governors, including 
lbe Lord Mayor and lhe court of Aldermen, added a lari~e and 
handsome building in 1723. This consisted of a number of new 
wards, especially for women. The hospital hu contin111ed 10 

grow and in 1859 it became home to a school for nursing, estab­
lished by Flormcc Nightingale. Today St Thomas's is 1:me of 
lbe lbe most important hospitals in London and is a world ccn­
tte for medical research. See the Lordship of Bridewell in this 
Calalogue. 

In lSS3. when Shorcdirch became the property of St Thomas',, 
die Manor wu still a semi-rural area, although the urban sprawl 
was app-oachin&, There were a number of buildings CORJilCCted 
with die Lordship, including Shorcdirch Place and Orovc House, 
part of die capital measuage of Do La Orave. The house was 
rebuilt by alaWUofStThomu•s William Cro11 in 1612. Lat.or 
known u Share Houac ii luted at Jcut until lho 18th tury 
end ienwns were excavarod in 1978 at 18 Shoro Road. 

Durin& die reip of Henry V (1413-1422) an archery con~~~ 
don was held hen before dieKJn&, who besrowed rho tillo il~ 
of ShoRcllidJ• on tho winner, ono Barlow. Henceforth, th cap­
lain of die compan)' of London arcJim alway• bore lhl dllo, 
By die 16cb century, Sbaredirch had gained 10methlng of a epu• 
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talion u a place ofrellidencc for thieves. Perhaps because it lay 
oulSide the jurisdiction of the City, villains felt safer. Around 
this timo also it bccarno home lo a number of theatre compa­
nies, again , outside the control of the Corporation who kept 
strict licence on performances within lhc City. In 1576, one of 
tho first purpose-built theatres in London, aptly name The The­
atre, was built in Shoreditch High Street and it is thought that 
William Shakespeare worked here as a young stage hand. In 
1599, The Theatre wu taken down and the timber used to con­
struct the famous Globe on Bankside, Southwark. The thes­
pian history of Shoredilch is reflected in the mother church of 
the area, St Leonards, which is sometimes referred to as the 
Actors Church. Indeed, Richard Tarleton, upon whom 
Shakespeare modelled Yorick in the graveyard scene in Ham. 
let, was buried here in 1596. Perhaps its most famous inhabit­
lltlt is perhaps Richard Burbage, who was regarded as the great­
est actor of his day and famous for his Shakespearian roles. 
Shakespeare is believed to have written many role fOf' him. At 
his funeral in 1619, a vast aowd gathered, 'from all parts of 
London, in honour of the Roscius of his time, the fi.rstsovcreign 
of the English stage. Richard Burbage, who has acheived his 
grcot fame by acting in Shakespeare's plays, who was intimately 
associated with the poet during all his working years in Lon­
don.' 

Shorcdilch contains the infamous Hoxton area. a haunt of thieves 
and stage for duels. In the 16th century, this was opened fields 
and it was here that one of the most famous duels in English 
history took place, between the playwright Ben Jonson and the 
actor Gabriel Spencer. In September 1598 Jonson and Spencer 
met 10 settle a score, Jonson, one of the most famous men of his 
day, killed Spencer outright. He was arrested and pleaded guilty 
to murder. He demanded 'benefit of clergy' (if a man could dem­
onstrate that he could read the 51st Psalm, he could escape hang­
ing) and was released after being branded in the hand so that he 
might not a second time get the benefit of his neck- verse. 
Spencer's death is commemorated in Jonson's line, M who lives 
by the sword, dies by the sword. Spencer, it seems, had himself 
killed a man during a duel some months before. 

Over the next two centuries the rural character of Shoreditch 
disappeared and what was a village became a borough. geo­
graphically the smallest (consisting of just 658 acres) and one 
of the most densely populated in the metropolitan area. Like 
Spitalfields to the south, Shoreditch became a centre of the tex­
tile trade, a trade which, though greatly diminished, is still car­
ried on in lhc borough today. 

The Lordship of the Manor of Shoreditch is still retained by St 
Thomas's hospital, and the Special Trustees of this institution 
are the vendors. 

Royal Hospitals 



m:be I.orbsbip of ~opcHffes 
<ltruttbribgesbire 

IN THE PARISH of Mcldrcth, nine miles south-west of Cam­
bridge., lies the Lordship of the Manor of Topcliffcs. In com­
mon with many Cambridgeshire parish, Mcldreth wiu divided 
at a ,,cry early period into a number of Lordships. Topcliffes 
formed part of such a Lordship, which wu held at the time of 
Domesday Book (1086) by the Abbey of St Evroul in Orne, 
France. The entry for this reads: 

In Mcldrcth the Abbot of St Evroul holds two hides 
from Earl Roger, Land for 5 ploughs. 
In Lordship 2 ploughs; 
S ,,Wagers and 3 muillholdcrs with 3 ploughs. 
2 slaves; 2 mills, al 1 s, 4d; meadow for 2 ploughs. 
Total value fl,; when acquired 40s; before 1066 £8. 
Goda hcld this land under Earl Algar; she oould sell. 

In the early 12th century Thomas Mansell gave the abbey fur­
ther lands in Mcldrelh, but by the 13th century the Lordship had 
been divided into two, Sheen l!ld Topcliffes. From 1204 IO 1304 
there were a number of disputes between the Bassingboum fam­
ily and others over what was to become Topcliffes and it seems 
as though this family m11y have eventually gained conttol of the 
Lordship from the abbey although it seems that it may have 
also, at some point, belonged to the Brompton family. In 1309, 
however, the Bishop of Ely took control of the Lordship and it 
was then gr1J1ted back to theBrompton family. John Brampton 
was recorded as the Lord here in 1331. He was succeeded by 
his son George, a minor, who was in the care of Sir Walter Manny 
and the administration of the Lordship fell to him. 

Ely 

Manny, who later became Baron de Manny, was the son of a 
French nobleman, Le Borge de Mauny, of Yalcncicnncs, and 
wu born in Hainault. modem Belgium. He is recorded as at­
tending Queen Isabella on her visil lhere in 1326 and came to 
EoJ)and in lhe following year in lhe train of Queen Philippa of 
Hainault who married Edward m. He was knighted in 1331 
and greatly distinguished himself in the Scottish Wm of Ed­
ward m. He rook a prominent role in the siege of Berwick and 
wu .rewarded with gcnaoua grant, of land and lho CUJIOdy of 
Harl«.h Cude, Merionethshire, in North Wales. In 1337, he 
was recalled from Scotland and made admiral of lhe fleet north 

dela Pole 

of the Thames. A year later, he accompanied E.dward to Antwerp, 
and took part in several of the French campaigns, including the 
naval B11tle ofSluys in 1339, where he was noted to have been 
the bravest of Edward's knights. For the next few years he was 
heavily involved in military matters, including helping the Count­
ess of Montfort against Charles of Blois and as a marshal of 
Gascony in the service of tlie Earl of Derby. During this cam­
paign. Manny is supposed to have mastenninded the capture of 
60 towns and castles. In November 1345, Manny was sum­
moned to Parliament as a Baron and continued lo receive Writs 
until 1371. He spent the ensuing years as a diplomat. aiding in 
drawing up treaties with Fraicc during th.is period of the H~­
dred Ye11s'War. In 1355, he accompaniedEdw11dID toArtois 
and hastily returned with the King to save Berwick from the 
Scots. He spent many months there and eventually relieved 
the town. When the French broke the peace in 1359, Manny 
was made a Knight of the Garter and went to France with Ed­
ward, the Black Prince. He remained here until 1371 when he 
returned lo England. In this year he founded a house of 
Carthusian monks, known at the London Chartcthouse. now 
famous as a retirement home in the City. Manny died in 13n. 

Despite efforts by the Bassingboum family to recoverTopcliffes. 
George Brompton held it unlit his death in 1361, when it p11Ssed 
to his sister Alice. She and her husband, John Topcliffe. (from 
whom the Manor received its name) held it until later in the 
14th centllI)'. After this time it came into the hands of the de la 

Pole family. 
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Camoys 

Sir Edmund de la Pole held it at the end of the 14th century. He 
was the son of William de la Pole., who had been a merchant in 
Kingston upon-Hull and mayor of that borough. In 1337, Wil­
liam was contracted to furnish an army for Edward W's (1327-
1377) invasion of Scotland. This left him a very rich muu and 
he was later able to lend Edward £1,000 in gold. For this wm. 
iam was Cl'Cllcd a Baron of the Exchequer and made a baru,.crct. 
Edmund's eldest brother wu Michael de la Pole who was cre­
ated Earl of Suffolk in 1385 and served as Lord Chanccllo1r un­
der Richard ll (1377-1399). In 1403 Sir Edmund de la Pole 
settled the Lordship ofTopcliffcs on his son Sir Walter. He in 
l1ltD was suc:cceded by his daughter Margaret, who wu mauricd 
to Thomas Ingoldisthorpc. Their son and heir wu Sir Edmund, 
who died in 1456 leaving Topcliffcs to his wife Joan, wiith a 
revcnion to lhcir daughter Isabel. Though she was married to 
John Neville, Marquess of Montagu. the Lordship seems to have 
been vested in Isabel's grandson, John Stonor, ancestor ol' the 
present Lord Camoys of Stor Park. and sometime Lord Cham• 
berlain at Buckingham Palace. He died a minor in 1498 and 
Topcliffcs passed to his sister Anne who was married to, Sir 
Adrian Fortcsc:U. In 1513 he sold the Lordship to feofics. for 
che benefit of the Savoy Hospital, who arc recorded as holding 
it in 1531. After lhc Dissolution of lhat institution, Topcliffes 
was seized by the Crown and granted by Edward VI to the R1>yal 
Hospitals of St Thomas's and Christ's in 15S3. The Scpcial 
Trusiees of St Thomas' have held the Lordship since then and 
arc che current vendors. A copy of the original 1S53 Grant is 
included in this sale. 

Royal Hospitals 
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m:be I.orb~IJip of 'otib.sbelf 
ilaerbp.sbi re 

TIBSHELF IS a parish and village of some considerable size, 
covering an area of 2,400 acres and lies eight miles south-cast 
of Chesterfield, on the Derbyshire-Nottinghamshire border. The 
parish abounded with coal and was a centre of the industry until 
the 20th ocntury. In the 18th and 19th centuries there w11s also a 
nourishing fr-ame-kniuing industry in the village. 

The Survey of 1086, otherwise known as Domesday Book, fea. 
turc.s an entzy for 1ibshelf. which reads; 

In nbshelf Ugulf has 3 carucatcs of land taxable. 
Land for 3 ploughs. 
W'illlam Pevercl has dull'ge for the King. 
Now in Lordship 1/2 plough 
9 villagers have two ploughs. • 
Meadow, 1 acre; woodland pasture 1 league long 
and 1 Wide. Value before 1()66, 40s now 10s. 
Robert holds It. 

E,·idcntly at this time, Robert held the Lordship from the King 
under the mcsne Lordship of William Peverel. libshelf's his-
1ory aftc-x this is somewhat obscure, but by the reign of King 
John (1199-1216} it was held by the Heriz family. This family 
are first noted during the reign of Henry II (1154-1189). It 
appears that they displeased that King for none auendancc and 
nan-paymen1 of their feudal dues and the lands of William Heriz 
were sciud. He lived at Wybcrton in Nottinghamshire and was 
married to the dau&htcr of Lord Bassett of Drayton. in Stafford­
shire. He died in 1180, having probably regained his land, since 
be left an estate, including Tibshelf, to his brother Robert He 
was succccdcd by his son lvo, who paid Richard I (1189-1199) 
a large sum for hunting rightson his land. King John Iller granted 
lvo a number of estates which had belonged Ralph B1LSsetL This 
gt-an1 was short lived since ~vo joined the Barons revolt against 
John and his lands were seized. When Heruy ill came to the 
throne in 1216 Bassett was allowed to resume ownership. 

Pevere/ 

Afw this date 1ibshelf seems to have passed, fust to the Belers 
family and then the Swillingtons. Roben de Swillington died 
&ciud or the Lordship in 1429. After this there followed a 
lui~lhy court-suit between Lord Cromwell and the Pierrepont 
fmuly about ~l~ had the rights over Tibshelf. The latter obvi-
aw;Jy won thu 'lllCe Sir w·,,:._ p· . . . 
lSJ3 Th p· 1 ua,11 1errepont was hold111g at 111 

• e ,errcpont family came to England with William !he 

Piemepont 

Conqueror in 1066 and Robert de Pierrepont WILS granted sev. 
eral manors in Suffolk. The family prospered in England and 
gained other estates in Lincolnshire and Balingwerk in Flintshire, 
Wales. During the reign of Henry m (1216-1272} Simon de 
Pierrepont was involved in I successful dispute with Earl 
Warrene over m11110rial rights. The latter granted Pierrepont 
hunting rights over all his Lordships. Simon was succeeded by 
his grandson Robert, who was one of the largest landlords in 
England who was not a nobleman. He fought at the Baula of 
Lewes, for Henry ill against Simon de Montfort, in 1264 where 
he was taken prisoner with the King. He was freed on paying 
700marks. 

Robert WILS suix:ceded in his estlles by Henry, who was swn­
moned as a Baron to the Parliament of Edward I 1280. Unfor­
tunately for Henry, he lost his seal and was forced lO go to the 
Chancery al Lincoln Cathedral to ask the public for their help in 
finding it He was followed by Simon, who was also called 10 

Parliament and went with Edward to Gascony. Simon's son 
Robert fought in King Edward's Scottish wars and wu ~csenl 
al a Parliament held at Newcastle upon Tyne in 1315. 'I1uee 
years later he wu made governor of Newark Castle in 
Nottinghamshire. The family centred their wealth in this counry 
and, during tl_te reign of Henry VI (1422-1461), we find Hemy 
Pierreponl fighting for the Yorkist cause during the Wars of the 
Roses. In 1430, he had received free-warren in all 
Nottinghamshire Lordships and ii seems probable that he was 
granled1ibshelfby Edward IV (1461-1483). This could possi­
bly explain the laiercourt case between Lord Cromwell and the 
family. The PierreponlS became Dukes of Kingston and Ea.rls 
Manvers, both titles now extinct 

As mentioned above, Sir William Pierrepont held Tibshelf in 
1513 and he was succeeded by his son George. He in IUm gifted, 
or sold, the Lordship to the governors of a Royal Hospilals of St 
Thomu's and Christ's, founded in 1553 by grant of King Ed­
ward YI. This institution has continued in its ownership of the 
Lordship of lhe Manor of'Jibshelf and are tho present vendors. 
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~be JLot·bsbip of ~ressingbnm Jriorp 
~odolh 

THIS LORDSHIP lies in the parish of Bressingham, or 
Brissingham. It is a long village which follows lhe course of 
lhe river Wavcncy and lies llucc miles north-west of Diss. It is 
is almosy entirely rural wilh most of the land given over to 
arable farming 

Acoording to Blomlicld (Vol l p63) the Manors of this Parish 
wcic Brisingham, Boyland, Middlctons, Pilbics, and lhe Priory. 
He writes of the Priory manor that it was taken out of the GreaJ 
MQMf in the beginning of the reign of Edward II, when Sir John 
Verdon granled to the Prior of St JQ/N!s the Apostle of Old 
Bukenham, and the convent there, divers lands, tenements, rents 
andservicesofthefeeofthesaidJohnofthetownofBrisingham, 
all of which the King licensed the prior. the convenl and canons 
there, to purchase of him, after which he confvmed thtm to 
that house, together with an acre of turf-land in the Fen, which 
Richard, son of Robert de Scinges, gave them. The value of this 
Manor in 1474 was Jls Sd in quit renls be.sides the demense; 
the whole wnporality of the Priory here was taxed at 26s as 
appears by the taxalicn of the revenues of the religious f ounda­
tion. 

It continued in this house lllllil its dissobltion; from which time 
ii remmned in the Crown till 1557 when Philip and Mary, by 
their lnterspalDll,granted ii to ThomasGu:,bonofLynnRegis 
Esq, and Wuliam Maynne of London, Gent, to be held in fealty 
only infru socage,asofthe Manor of East Greenwich in Kt!nl. 
In a few years they sold it to Robert Francis Braton of 
Tlbbenham. inNorfollc; and they, in 1560, to Ednwnd Hoare t;( 
Palgrave in Suffollc. He, in 1561, sold to Thomas Howard of 
Burston, who, in 1604, left ii to Robert Howard of Burston, his 
S()ft, wlu:> wilh hisfeoffee, Thomas Harvey cf London, conveyed 
il u, Robert Hqward of Tyham, his son and heir. Then Robert, 
August 24, 1613, sold ii to Thomas Howard of Burston, his 
brother. whose daughter and heiress marrid Mr Dowe; she in 
her widowhood passed ii to Mr Bringloes. Mr John Bringlots 
bang the last malt heir of thal family who ,njoytd it, whose 
daughter married Mr Robert Onge, of Henning hall, the present 
Lord, who now, ( 1736) halh the whole MQIIIJf' and part of the 
de,nulse; the other part called Priors Lands, lying at CrossgaJe 
in Fersjield and Brisingham, were held from the Manor by the 
Bmons and are now divided into parcels, some being held by 
Mr John Edwards t;(Winfarthing, and other divers persons. 

By die second half of the 19th cenllll)' this Manor had come 
iruo lhehands of Henry Rushmere Upton, of lhe Hamlet of Balon, 
in lhe city of Norwich who conveyed it on September 22 185S 
10 Mauhew Sallit Emcnon, also of Norwich. The latter con­
veyed it in 1887 to Joseph Bcaumon1, of Great Coggeshall. 

The CuslDms in this and othez M1110rs in tho parish w«o that 
lhc o1desl son inheriled on lho inles11ey or the fllhcr; tho ten• 
11111 had liberty ID pull down and WIiie their copyhold hollSCI, 

10 fell and cut down wood and timber on their copyholds with• 
ouc licence to planl and Cfll dawn all manner of wood and tim• 
be, a,auut their own lantb, by the nama of frtebord or outr1111, 
GIid to dig cl4y and 111rf and c111 fuu and bushes on au rhl 
UJmmOnl. T/,q Wlfl IUIIUllally fru from the normal lirUON 
lncldatls of copylll>ld UlullY. Breaslnglwn Is a very ancilllll 
ICCdemenl and is roc:orded u early u 963 u boJna given by 
Osulph le Sire ro die Abbey of Sc Edmund '1 Bury. The Abbey 
coarioued IO hold lhe capital Lordship here untll lhe limo of lhe 
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Normnn Conquest in 1066, and arc still noted as lords in 
Domesday Book. where the entry reads; 

In Bressingham Aclmcr held I carucite of land from St Edmund 
before 1066; now Roger Bigot holds from the Saint. 
Always I villager; 4 smallholders. 
Then 2 ploughs ln lordship, later and now 1 1 /2. Then and later 
2 men's ploughs, nowt. Woodland, 6 plv; meadow, 6 acres. 
Then 3 c:obs, now I. Then 4 head of cattle, now 3. Then 
20 pigs, now 8. Now 60 sheep. Also 1 freeman. at 11 /2 acres. 
Value al ways 20s. 

The priory of Old Bokcnham, or Buckenham, was founded in 
1146 by William Albini, second Earl of Arundel, and Que.en 
Adeliu, his wife. It was a fairly weah:hy house. but it rarely 
exceeded 11 or 12 canons. In 1310 the prior received a leUcr of 
thank.I from Edward ll after the canons had provided a sizeble 
contribution of supplies for the King's army in Scotland The 
Priory made few other interventions into life outside its walls 
and possessions and when Bi.shop Goldwell visited lhc house in 
1492 he found that there were a few complaints about reli­
gious olncrvance. However, there were many complaints from 
lhe canons about !heir treatment at the hands of the Prior, John 
Buclccnham. The Victoria County History for Norfolk notes that 
they were to the ejf ecJ that Prior John did not show yearly to the 
chapter the state of the house,· that he was too partial, and thaJ 
there was not perfect charily among the canons; thal there was 
not a suffrc~ncy of fish on fast days; that he did not seek advice 
of his chapter on serious affairs, but did everything after his 
own judgment; thal he had pledged a silver gilt bowl, value 
eight mar/cs; thal if any of the brethren were ill he did not as• 
sign anyone to attend them in the inf,rmary bill obliged them to 
attend hall; that he/armed out the dairy to the great loss of the 
house; that the /rater was not urvtd save in Lall and Advenl, 
nor was care taunfor the observance of silence in cloister and 
quire; that the food/ or the kitchen was not good or wholesome; 
that the house and walls of the priory were ruinous; and with a 
wtain woman named Isabel Warner was often at the priory 
IUlder suspicious citrumstances. 

On 10 November 153S it bccamo known to the last prior, John 
Millgaie, that the supreuion of tho houso wu imminent so ho 
wrote lO Thomu Cromwell boaoachlng hhn to IIVO ll lout pan 
of the houso but Cromwell wu not moved and tho houso wu 
1uprossed lhe next yow. 

Doc:umenll usoclllod with lhb manor. 
Cour1 Book: 1839-1931, Norfolk RO 



'Ql:be 'lorbsbip of ~oftlep 
JlottlJutttberlanb 

11tIS LORDSHIP is localed 10 miles soulh-wcstof Poathcrstone 
Cu& near tho border with Cumbria. It is in the Parish of 
llaltwhistlc in Tindalc Ward. The immediate area is notable 
forconllining part ofHadrian 's Wall and the Roanm Road called 
lbe .. Maiden's Way". 

Northumbcrl11nd was not covered by the Domesday sUJVey. It 
la likely that 1his Mll!lor formed part of the holdings ofWillinrn 
de Monte, who built Featherstone CastJe during the reign of 
Kina Stephen (1135-54). TI1e Castle sits in a vale (or haugh) 
and is a simple square tower built as a defence against the tribes 
ofn,bbcrs known a.s Moss-troopers. It was vaulted underneath 
ID allow sheep and Oock.s to be protected during times of attack. 

Tbe family of de Monte took the name Featherstonchaugh be­
:fon the reign of Edward I (1272-1307). Sofllcy was in the pos­
llaiono(Thoma.s de Fcathentonehaugh in 12n and 1307, and 
.Aluander de Fcathentonehaugh was in possession in 1366. He 

IUCC:Ccded by his son Thomas before 1369. The Manor 
through the family for several generations, Sir Albany 

IIFilladientonchaugh owning it in the reign of Queen Elizabeth. 
was appointed High Sheriff of Northumberland in 1560 and 

considerable lands in Northumberland and CwnbriL His 
son. Henry, was appointed Receiver of the King's Rev­
in Cumberland and Westmoreland in 1603. His son. Tuno­

• was knighted under the King•, banner and fought in many 
during the Civil Wu. He was taken prisoner at the battle 

Worcester in 1651 and was beheaded, along with the seventh 
o( Derby, al Bolton for his a Royalist sympathies. Many 

bis lands wci-e confiscated as a result. but Feathcutonc Castle 
lhe sunounding Manors appear to have been exempt from 

wu sold to the Earl of Carlisle during the 17th century 
has remained in the family until recently. The descent of 
Earls of Carlisle is mown overleaf. 

Carlis/~ 
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Plantagmtt of Cornwall 

Sir John-Joan. d.au of Sir Richard Walton 
.<~1409) I 
Elizabeth-12th E. of Oxford 

• Sir. William Howard-(!) Gilla1 cbu of Sir William de Tcningron 
(~. IJOK) j i(2)Ahcc,dauofSirRobcndcUtf'ord 

Sirb-o-hn-•-Joan,--da-u -ors=ir-::Ri::-.dwd:--:-:-de-:C:-o-mwa--=11,-n-,rur.alson of Richard s1 William -Joan 
(d. 1340) ! Plantagenet, EofComwall (2nd J.Of KING JOHN_, . (dspante 1328)" 

sir John f Ali_~· dau of Sit Rdbert B~ys 
I •.. . 

Sir Robett - Mirzcry, dau of Robert Lord Scales 

7r John - (I) Marxarct, dau and heir to Sir John Plaiz of Mountpitchet, Essex 
(d.1436) J r2)Aiice,_4auofS~WilliamTcndcrin1 

·T 
Margaret 

r 
Sir Robcn Howard - Lady Marprct. <hu offiomas Mowbray, D. ofNorfollc, 

and co-heir of Richard FrtzAbn, E. of Arundel 

Carlisle 

H~ Eliiabeth 

John Howard, 1st Dulce of Norfolk, KG,• ( 1) Katheri~e, dau of William Ld Moleyns Marguet-Thomas 
Lord Howard, Earl Marshal of England, - (2) Marpict, dau of Sir John Chedworth Danyell. Ld. of R.athwin: 

E. ofSum:y, Ld. Admi111l-ofEngl;ind and L Cath°1mc - Edward Nevill. 
Ld of Ahcrpvcnny 

Iceland (killed at Bosworth, 14115) 

.. l Thomas. 2nd Duke etc~ ( 1) El~beth, dau of Sir Fredk Tilncy 
- (2) Agnes: is.we, including present E. of Effingham • Catherine - John Ld Bcmc:rs 

Thomas, 3rd Dulce etc:- (1) PRINCE ANNE. dau of EDWARD fV ( dsp J.S 13) 
- (2) Elmbeth, dau of Edward, D. ofBudcmifiam 
J r 

Henry, KO, E of Suney- Lady rnnca; de: Vere: .. dau of E of 
(ex. 1547) I Oxford-

Edwird,KG 
(d. 1513) 

' I •• Edmond •Joyce Culpepper Eliz:abetlf.;.Thomas Vue Rochford from wbom 

I ANNE BOLEYN, 2nd wife afKING HENRY 
r-----------r---·.__ ______ __, ••• vm (ex. tS3'6) I I 1 •• • 

Henry-Anne Howard Martzrct •SirThomas Arundel CATHER!NE HOWARD - KING HENRYvtn 
ofWardour (ex. 1S'43) 

Thomas, 4d1Duke etc- Mary, d.au :.ind heir of Henry He~ry. KG, E. of Northampton Ja'nc - Ol~rles, I:. of W~1morcland Catherine - Henry, LA Bcrlcc:lcy 
( ex 1572) FitzAlan, E. of Arundel 

Margaret - Henry, W. Saopc 
of Bolton • 

T T , 
~.E.. '6.Anmddfrom whom, 
Miles. 17dl and piac:nt Duke of 
. Norfolk.KG 

William - Elizabeth, dau and heir of Gcorfe. ui. Dicrc of Gilsland, gr niect ofThomas. descended from Thomas, Baroo Multon 

,----------------___J' (d. 133) ' • • 

Thomas, Ld. Howard de Walden 

I 

i 
I 

l 
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Sir Wtlliam Howard= Mary 

Owies (acated 1661 Baron Dacre, Viscount Howard 
of Morpeth, and IstEarl of Carlisle) = Anne 

Edward. 2nd Earl of Carlisle= Elizabeth (d of Sir William IBvedale) 

Charles. 3Id Earl of Carlisle := Anne (d of 1st Earl of Essex the second) 

Henry. 4th Earl of Carlisle KG,= (2ndly) Isabella (d of 4th Lord Byron) 
I 

Frederick. 5th Earl of Carlisle KG KT PC.= Margaret (d of 5th Duke of Devonshire KG) 

George 7th Earl of Carlisle KG PC (Lord Lieutenant of Ireland ob 1864 when he was succeeded by his brother) 
I 

William. 8th Earl of Carlisle, died 1889 and was succeded by his nephew 
J r 

George, 9th Earl of Carlislj = Rosalind (d of 2nd Baron Stanley of Alderley) 

r 
George, 10th Earl of CarlislC? = Rhoda (d of Col Page L'Estrange) 

Charles, 11th Earl of Carlisle:= Bridget Baroness Ruthven 

Charles. 12th Earl of Carlisle = Ela (d of 2nd Viscount Allendale) Carlisle 
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llorbsbtp of llptcbett ~atrabers 
JlBorset 

TifB 1:,-0RDSHIP and parish ofLychcll M11ravcrs lies partially 
on •~t and in avaltey, 1mitecutofBas1 Morden. It i.urnral 
area wuh fine views of Poole Harbour and covers 3 413 acres 
The Lordship takes its name from lhe ancient 'ramily of 
Maun-avers or Maltravers, who held it at the time of Domesday 
Book, in 1086. The entry reads 

Hugh holds Lltchct, of William. 
Tholl held It ln l<lng Edward'• time 
and lt was taxed for twelve hides. 
There bland to elght ploughs. 
There are two plough.I In the demense, 
three servl and sixteen vlllclns 
and elevt!II C05CU with five ploughs. 
There are 40 acres of meadow, eleven quarcnlcns 
of pasture; wood, half a league betWl!cn length 
and breadth. ln Warham two gardens and one borda:r, 
It was worth £9 now £10. 

This sizeable and profitable Lordship was held by Hugh 
Matravers, who also had land in SomerseL Hugh was succc,edcd 
in his estate by his son Walter, whose brother William, on hi5 
nwriage to his wifeDarncta, obtained the Honour of Ponte fr act. 
in Yodcsbire.. This had been taken from Rohen de Lacy by Henry 
I (1100.113S). Waltec'a gnndson Sir Walter was a favourite of 
Richard I and accompanied the Lionheart on his Crusade to the 
Holy Land in 1190. He died in 119S and Lycheu passed to his 
nephew, John de M1u1ravcn, who joined the Barons' p11ty in 
lbeir war with King John in 1216. Later that year all hi.5 llands 
were seized by the Crown and returned to him only aft,cr he 
swore an oath of allegiencc to King Hcruy m 11 Bristol ir, No­
vember 1217. John de Mau1r1ven died in 1221. 

In 1274 Lychett was in the hands of another Sir Johin de 
Mautravers, seneschal of the King's Household and Kinn Ed­
ward l's (1272-1307) chief forester 10ulh of the TrenL At his 
death in 1297 Im estates, including the Lordship of Lychell 
passed ro Im son John. who WIS knighted by Edward 1 in 1306 
11 the aame time IS the Prince of Wales, and he followed the 
Prince on his expedition to Scotland in the same year. In 1306 
be received free warren over the Lordship. 1rus Sir John was a 
an active panicipant in national politics and was said to have 
been found whoever anything wa.s stirring in tM Kingdom. He 
gained siz.uble eswes in lrclmd once Edward D came to the 
throne. including the town of Limerick. In 1313 he again trav­
elled to Scotland and spent most of the next few years in the 
North fighting. He continued his loyal service to the Crown in 
the 1320s and does not seem to have taken part in the dcpoi;ition 
of the King in 1327. 

Edward m summoned hlm to two great co1mcils at Nottingham 
in 1330, and he continued to serve as a soldier until his death, 
IOUlCtime af1U 1342 when be was suc:cceded by his son John. 
This John had been knighted by Edward II in 1309 at a to,wna­
ment at Dunstable md he fought at the battle of Bannockburn in 
1314 where was taken prisoner by the Scots. His captivity did 
not Jut long and on his return to England be was summoned as 
a knight of rhe Shire lo Parliamen1 al York. Ho evidently look 
put in Roga- Lord Damory's attack on tho power of the 
De,pencer {amily, the deeply unpopular favourite& of Edward 
D. lince be was granted• pardon for his aclimu in 1322 John 
ignored the King's mercy and was part of the rcbelliow 1111"11\y 
which bwncd Bridgcnorth in Shropshire. Edward ordered all 
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the Sherill's in England to ann and raise the posse comilatis 
against him and his confederates and special commissionen were 
also appointed for his apprehension. In 1322 , at the Battle of 
Boroughbridgc Bridge the b1Uonial opposition was temporarily 
broken md Matravers fled abroad. He remained in France un­
i.ii the accession of Edward m in 1327 when he was allowed 
back to England with the full restoration of his esllles. In Arpil 
of that year ho was appointed keeper of the deposed Edward 11 
Berkeley Castle. Edward, of colll'IC, famously died under his 
care in September 1327. The Dorset historian Hutchins rcmarlcs 
that AU our hisrOf'ian.s accMSe him (Matravers) of having treated 
tM ,mfortuanJe prince with greaJ cruely and inhumanity; con­
sciou.s of his guilt as an accessory to mwdu M fled illlo Gu­
many, and conJirwed there for se.1ual ~ars. The tragic end of 
the foolish Edward ll is poignantly told by Christopher Marlowe 
in his play Edward II. 

Although there is a current theory that Edward somehow es­
caped from Berkeley Castle, the general concensus has been 
that M11ravers and his accomplice Thomas de Berkeley had 
Edward murdered in a partieulary gruesome way, or even 
commited the act themselves. Hutchins was misllken in his 
belief that Matra.vers went 10 GcrmlflY since he was granted a 
pardon in 1329 and auendcd the King at Woodstock Palace, 
Oxfordshire. His good favour luted only a year when, in 1330, 
he was summoned to Parliament and charged with the murder 
of the King's Uncle, Edmund, Earl ofKenL John was accused 
to telling Edmund that his brothcc was still alive, which stress 
eventually killed the Bari. Matravers went on tho run before 
the sentence of hanging could be curled out and a reward of 
£1000 was offered to any man who took him alive. John once 
more fled from England and his estates wore seized and redis­
tributed. 

He remained in Flanders until about 1346 when, after a visit 
from Edward to secure Flanders for Bngland. M11r1von threw 
himself on the King'• mercy and he was received back into 
favour. The King graciously afforded hlm tho honour of de­
fending himself against his peen in parllament. He doe., not 
appear lo have liken up this favour, but instead fought for Ed­
ward at the baules ofCrky and Poitien underthorankofBaron. 



~ 
Dillon-Trenchard 

In 1351 he was finally cleared by Parliament and ~e rcciev«:<1 
• tes including Lychett Mattavers and on his death, 111 

~:.~C: 1 very respectable career u Governor of the Chan­
nel lslanck, he was buried in the church at Lychett Ma~avers. 
He was succeeded by his wife Agnes, who on her death 111 1374 
J'll buried next to her husbmd. 

Lydlett Matravcrs eventually pllSSed lo Sir John's second daugh­
ltl, AlilllOr. on whose marriage lo Sir John Arundel, brought 
die Lordship 10 this ancient and powerful family. It remained 
'llilh them until the reign of Elizabeth I (1558-1603) when it 
wu granted ID Henry Tcnchard. This family can be traced back 
1> the reign of Henry I and they resided in Dorset for the next 
~ years. Henry was succeeded by his son George who was 
blighted by Elizabeth in 1588 and sat in Parliament as a mem­
ber for Dorset. In 1619 he was granted a gild of Swans for 
4'dleu. On Sit George's death the Lordship passed IO his son's 
second wife and then to her son Sir John Tenchard who served 
as MP for Wareham during the !au.er years of lhe reign of Charles 
1111d wuone of those who argued (or the king to be executed in 
1649. During the proceeding Civil Wu he had fought for the 
Par!wn01tary side and caused much comtemation in lhc county 
in his methods of obtaining money and land from Royalists. 

lfu grandson, Sir John Trenchard, wu a prominent politician 
lowlld$ !he end of the 17th century and in 1692 wu appointed 
one ~-Wtl!iun ID's principal sccraterics of State and made a 
llellh,.. of the Privy Council Earlier in his career he had been 
a~ncroftheDuJccofMonmouth, the bastard son of Charles 
Bed Whose doomed uprising in 1685 was defeated 11 the B11tle of 
~~- On the evening of the battle, Trenchard had been 
ia!~ wuh his friend William Speke 11 Ilminstcr when he was 
feet.:: of lhe Duke's defeaL He is said to have leapt to his 
'llllt Its, ~ounted hi! horse, admonishing his friend 10 do the 
Did; u hey be st,ud and hanged for his attatcNMnl ot IM 

rt. nerode I I.; ch . . . hid himself. . 0 Y eu but instead of gomg 10 his house he 
onio I boar 111 ~ &arnclcecpcr's lodge who then smuggled him 
11\ade it 

00 
f:~eymou~. Tradition says that his friend Speice 

Before the r_lhan his house where he was found hanging. 
rio11s Rcvol~ s•on of Willi1m ID in 1688-9 during the Olo­
Yrt1liarn heh on, Trenchard returned to England. AJ a friend of 
for ,L. ad been co • • 
. uic Protestaru to .~us1oncd 10 pave a favowable way 

'10n Tr111cha.rd arrive an England. After William•, accu-
l'r~h.rd f~iJw: m~~ Sarjeant-at-Anns IO the King. The 
Ma111ve,, Ind Y Dilhon-Trenchards have retained Lychen 

Ire the present Lords of IJ1e Manor. 
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tltbe 1Lorb~bip of ~nti~&p 
merbp~bi re 

IN THB RmON ofBdwud the Confessor, the manor ofSmisby, 
or Snuthsby, wu held by Bari Edwin of Mercia. Dy the time of 
Domesday Book in 1086 ll was in the possession of Nigel de 
Slafford. 

In Smlsby, Bdwln had 2c of lnnd taxable. 
Land for 2 ploughs 
Now In Lordship 1 plough 
S vWagera wtth 1 plough 
Woodland pasture l /2 league Jong 
and 6 furlongs wide. 
Value before 1066 40,, now 2os 

Nigel de Stafford's tenure was brief and the lordship soon passed 
inlo the Comin family. These were lhe descendants of Robert 
de Comin, Earl of Northumberland. De Comin was a native of 
Flanders but followed William the Conqueror to England in 1066 
as one of his baronial chiefs. He displayed such military prow­
ess lhat William gave him the task of subduing the north of En­
gland 11 lhe end of 1068. He was created Earl of Northumberland 
and set out with his forces from Gloucester in January 1069. As 
the winter was severe he advanced unopposed to Durham. The 
bishop of that city, Ethel win, came to the Earl and warned him 
of the ill-feeling against him in the city. Comin ignored the 
bishop's warning and enlercd Durham. He treated it as a cap-
1med town and I.he Northumbrians took severe umbrage. They 
rose in force and attacked the Nonnans, massacring them. 
Comin took refuge in the bishop's house but this was set on rue 
and he perished in the flames. The Conqueror's savage des true• 
lion and laying waste of the north. which followed, was said to 
be due in part to the death of the Earl. 

de Stafford 

Smi.sby TCmAincd with the Comin family until 1300, when the 
heir co the family CSLate$, Joane Comyn. married Wtlliam de 
Shepey, AJ. this time lhe Cominl, or. u they became. the Comyns, 
wei:e c:au,ing a stir in Scodand. John Comyn. Earl of Buchan, 
'NN adaimanl to thothionoofScotland, and his son, John, was 
murdered by Robert the Bruce. Uble ia known of the Derbyshire 
Comyns, or their links widi Scottish Comyns. It is poaslble thal 
Che Joane Comyn who married William de Shepcy wu the heir­
• to the Comyn Barony. 

TIie Shepey1 of Smiaby wc,o • younger brand, of the Shepoy'• 
of Lei~. They were of Norman origin and had pIC· 
seru.ed land co the Abbey of Mirav ale. William de Shepoy wu 
lhe grandson of Ibis bcnef~. Smisby remained with lhis 
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family until reign of Hcruy VI { 1422-61) when M agarel Shepcy 
manied Bllltholomew Kendall. The Kendalls were also from 
Leicestershire and had not held I-and in Derbyshire prior IO 
lh.is. The most prominent member of lhe Kendall family was 
John, who was secretary to Richard m (1483-5), assayer of the 
mint and ranger of the forest of Dean, and keeper of the King's 
wardrobe. He was killed at the Battle of Bosworth in 1485 and 
was sufficiently notorious to be attaintcd by the Parliament of 
Henry VII. On the death of Bartholomew it passed to his son 
William. On his death it passed lo his son, also William and 
from him it came into the possession of his son George in 1500. 

Smisby remained with the Kendall's Wltil 1627 when it was 
sold by Henry Kendall to Sir John Harpur of Swarlccstone. ll 
then descended wilh the Harpur family and the title remained 
with the Harpur Crewe estate until recently. 

Smisby is a village and parish on the south-east border of 
Derbyshire, 9 miles from Burton on Trent. It amsists of 1,270 
acres of mainly arable land. The name Smisby is of Danish 
origin and it is probable that this area constituted part of the 
Danelaw. 

Documents associated with this Manor: 

Manorial Papers 1784 Huntingdon Library, CA. USA 

Harpur Crewe 
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List of Publications 

Blood Royal, to mark the Queen's Golden Jubilee in 2002 from 
the time of Alexander the Orcat to Queen l!liubeth ll 
(£29.95) 

TIit Monarchy, fiftw1 /11,ndrtd years of British tradition 
(£19.95) 

TIit Horist of Lords, a thousand ytars of British tradition 
(£16.95) 

The Houstof Commo,u, 700 yta,sof Brilish tradition (£16.95) 

Tht Sudtkys, Lords o/Toddington (£14.95) 

Ro:,al Armada (£6.00) 

Manorial Law, by AIV & C Barsby, Ltgal Rtstarch & Publish­
ing ([49.95) 

Mutiny on tht Bounty (£6.00) 

Blount's Jocular Tenum (£95.00) 

Charttr and Stllllllory Morktts, proceedings of a Co,ifumu 
held on 17 May 1994 (£JS.DO) 

Tire !And Registration Act 2002 
the publishtd proceedings of a stminar held by the SocitJJ al 

the Royal /nstitruion of Charttrtd Surveyors, Lo,vlon, 
4 Novtmbtr, 2002. (£58.75) 

All books published by the M/lllOrial Society 
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List of Descents 

Chetwynd Talbots, Earls of Shrewsbury 
De Vere, Earls of Oxford 
Hoare Baronets 
Carew Baronets 
Pomeroy 
Shir]eys, Earl Ferrers 
Garland 
Fitz-Osborne, Earl of Hereford 
Clare 
Thomas de Brotherton 
Dukes of Beaufort 
Scotts, Earls of Eldon 
Earls of Eldon 
De Lacy 
Geneville 
Maurice, Baron of Naas 
Viscounts Gonnanston 
Nu gents, Earls of Westmeath 
Stanhopes, Earls of Harrington 
Baron St John of Bletso 
Marquess of Camden 
Baron Latimer 
Montagus 
Grey, Marquesses of Dorset 
Bonvile 
Bullers 
Baron Churston 
Earls of Richmond 
Howards, Earls of Carlilse 
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