FEUDALISM IN GUERNSEY.”

BY LIEUT.-COLONEL T. W. M. DE GUERIN.

—_—

Ty history of feudalism in (iu.mwm"\' ]).(‘g_z'ins t‘:l‘l‘l:\' n .tlw
11th century, at which date we 'f.m«l 111& island xh\'n‘lwl into
two great fiefs ; one hvld 1‘)‘\' ;\lg'(,*l.)\‘ l('()l.lll(“illl ( olf'nll‘n,
(-mnpl'ising' the 1);‘1'is|1<-.<‘uf St. 1 l'tl.‘l'—l nrt.,:\t. hfnnpmn 3. St
Martin’s, the Forest, St. 4.\n¢lr(l\\‘ s and vl“l'l«’\:l‘l 3 and t[l(;
other consisting of the parishes ufrtlw Vale, the Castel, St.
Saviour’s and St. Peter-in-the-Wood, held by Anchetil,
Jic » du Bessin.

\1('”1}1‘1:); l‘omo ause unknown to us Dullw R.()]i(?l'l of N()}'-
mandy deprived the Viecomte du l}v.\‘sm 01‘ his lands in
Guernsey, and gave them, :11()11;:" \\'nh. certain dues 4-':1'1|wl
« melagia,” on the other portion of the island, h.cld by ng:cl,
Vicomte du Cotentin, to the famous Abbey of Mont Saint
Michel by charter sometime between the years 1028 and
1034.1+ These lands did not long remain in the possession of
the Abbey at this period, for William the Conqueror by a
charter of about the year 1042% restored them to Ranulph,
Vicomte du Bessin, son of Anchetil, and gave the Abbey the
islands of Alderney and Serk in exchange. Sometime later
Mont Saint Michel again became possessed of one-half of the
Guernsey fief of the Vicomtes du Bessin, but no record exists
to show how this came about.

Nigel II., Vicomte du Cotentin, son of the above men-
tioned Nigel, was one of the chiefs of the conspiracy against
William the Conqueror, which was crushed at the famous
battle of Val es Dunes. He escaped from the battle field,
and took refuge in Brittany, and his fief in Tuernsey was
forfeited, and the advowsons of his six parishes, and two
carucates of land, were given by the Conqueror to the great
Abbey of Marmoutier, near Tours. Nigel received pardon
some years later, and by several charters he and his children
confirmed to the Abbey the gifts made by Duke William.

* Lecture deiivered in the Ladies’ College, February 25th, 1909.
t Calendar of Documents in France. H. Round, p. 251.
t Calendar of Documents in France. H. Round, p. 281

[1909.]
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Some writers have supposed that Nieel
p()sscssif(‘)lnnf ]111 lands in Guernsey, g
as we find another Nieel, his son or orande COIT¢
about 1090, tt}‘l'l:litl f_"iﬁ: made bx?lllli.\”ltv;lll?l(::t“\-l.\i(:“!( F()Ilf11'11111]g.,
the Abbey of St. Sauveur-le-Vicomte A\v‘urn.l'n ll "“v(‘ll'_ll.\'(*_‘)' 0
been f“.““d“l by the Vicomtes du (‘nt:-ntin u;nl”*'\f' ’tl‘\]lu:h S
“.f. their great castle. It is therefore ln‘ulr(li)l‘](Zlhlla(l()‘v
V 1(2()111?(:5 du Cotentin continued in l"’“‘hl'u[‘ )(‘”‘ll‘}t the
their Guernsey manors until the commencemer t] ";»‘(-\*101)_ %
of Stephen. ‘ement of the reign
' The Vicomtes du Bessin also remained j
their portion of the island down to the same period for
of Pope Alexander, dated 1178, mentions Ilul- (-I“( -'-]m‘ A
etc., belonging to the Abbey of Mont St. Mick wrches, lands,
including certain dues (called 111(_‘]“&:&:1).();1 the lands of £
Lan ulpl (*“ terra comitis /.’m////////i”). showing ll;'lt"]l']’(- , (i o
Vicomte du Bessin, was still possessed (»f"‘th('l‘n ,},‘t‘h{l ]l)h 11115
been created Llarl of Chester by Henry L. in ll')Hd- ml 15
in 1178 he had long been dead, and his (ill(']‘l-;\»:‘»“l]f though
been in other hands for two generations, vet rh(l(l‘\. .“,”.lf -
comitis Ranulphi ™ still ('[lll;uv o lis ﬁ:'f 'L'“l’l 1l'll‘llm-(|3' terra
that portion of it known to us as “le fief (,ln‘ (‘()l;tl* o
Up to the end of the reign of Henry I. \;'(' ﬁlL:l ly tw
;{rcu'g lay fiefs existing in Guernsey, ouf of \\'l.li('] lt "’“ o
siastical fiefs had been dismembered by William t]wl('“” eccle-
those ()f the Abbeys of Mont St. Michel, :lll‘ll \I'“"““‘):‘l:_l'.l‘ol'(ﬂ',
. “9 b ]“'”' glance at the condition of (lllc i\‘]-ull.l .
this pm‘m(.l. ['he population must have been small ar .l d_;“- ﬁlt
engaged in fishing, the chief industry ”“d' \(\'k"liltl" (fm*lj,
people during the next two centuries.. The m“‘,“ l‘fo. trm
existed, can only have consisted of a few houses .\-tl‘. :{.‘l)ct
along the sea shore. Our parishes known lpy‘ti, :il-l(lh.%_mg
RIES already existed early in the century. = Tht 1)})11.(;\'8'“{;
Normandy owned no lands in the island \\‘:l;ik‘ll‘ \\'(‘)l\‘ (llil ‘\'L'l *01
as we I'mvv seen, into two great fiefs, hut’ these “_;l:,‘ ,ll‘_lf_t{f
subdivided into arrear fiefs held by persons of S;;”i(‘i(‘llfj \\% “d{t'ly
to make considerable gifts to religious ('.\‘tzlMir\'h‘mcntL'd'1
}\0"“‘“_“‘1."- Some of these seigneurs may h:ﬁ'v b(;““ 1-/-\'"\1 )m
in the island, but the bulk of them were owners ¢ “‘“_“’vt
and lived in Normandy. : TS OL property,

never recovered
but this is not correct,

1 I N ).\'S(i.\'.\'iO]l Of

el, in Gruernsey,

(')m' two \.'it‘('mlms were the representatives of a class of
]l'(‘l'(‘.(]ltﬂl'.v officials possessed of oreat powers. \\'llA(‘nche.
Normans overran Neustria in the tenth century thc;' wlm
f()l"mcd to the Frankish administration they f()un.d’ ;111'0"1(14' il;
existence, and mapped out their new domain into C(jilli)tics




60 FEUDALISM IN GUERNSEY.

the latter oranted to prominent chiefs of the
These viscounts, if not from the first here-
by the eleveuth century were the

and viscounties,
Norman host.

ditary, soon became S0, and by ] -
' of the duke In the provinces committed to

llixll(i:ll‘\t;lltl‘:l‘__‘lf‘(\ l»i\llll]'\ lu()]\'('tl \‘U].
help from the H])[)l'l‘.\‘.‘i“ll‘\' f" '
administrative
the tenants of
those they ]Nl.\'\l’\\wl on the main
| as were similar feudal courts
|>:li”i. ~iHiIl}_: as ]H'f‘\i1ll'lll.

To them the abbots and
the barons. We have no reason
to suppose that the ””',l .i}“l.i"i.”l POMWECLS of our
two viscounts over their fiefs in GGuernsey were
not as full and m»ml)lrl(' as
land. Their courts, COMPOSE
in Normandy, of a seneschal or )
with their suitors or chief tenanmts, as judges, would have
iullj_"wl all causes LT :
‘sword as well as pleas of land and chattels. [he few cases
reserved for the duke’s judgment would not have been ._~11t]1-
cient to warrant the assumption that :}11)'ll|mj_{' ;11»]»1‘()}1(']11]1}: a
permanent local ducal court was i}l existence in the 1sland at
this period. Assault iu the duke’s court, or on 1}1(' way to or
from it, offences committed in the host, or within a week or
its setting forth or 1its
violations of coinage, being the only causes reserved for the
duke’s judgment lv_\.' the * Consuetudines et Justii”” of William
the Conqueror 1091.1 . |
The reign of Stephen pml»:lbl)’ ushered in a new era of
our history. Stephen was the chosen king of both the
English and Norman barons who hated the Angevin Geoftrey.
The latter’s first attempt to conquer Normandy, to establish
his wife Matilda’s claims, failed conspicuously, and it required
two years of Stephen’s mis-rule to pave the way for his second
and “successful attempt in 1138. Both our overlords were
partisans of Stephen. Ranulph, Earl of Chester, was a
strong supporter of his up to 1140, though he afterwards
changed sides frequently during the civil wars, as occasions
offered for his own advantage. Roger, Vicomte du Cotentin,
was one of Stephen’s justiciars, and chief supporters in
Normandy, and was killed in an ambuscade by the partisans
of Geoffrey of Anjou, in 1138. The result when Geoftrey
became master of our island must have been the forfeiture
of their fiefs, which probably may account for the altered
condition of the island when we next hear of it under
Henry 1.
* Pollock & Maitland's History of English Law, Vol. L., p. 72, and F. M.
!;'Jl\“’i\"v"’l"(:.?U‘"li.”lf'llv;.l.;.LI‘L}.}',l;l;(_],I:I{;Ifi'\.(m[m" of Normandy.—English Historical Review,
t English Historical Review, July 1908, p. 503,

The Norman Consuetudines et Justii of William the Congueror, Professor C.
H. Haskins,

of their tenants, have held pleas of the

return, offences against pilgrims, and
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\‘\ e have no documentary evidenc: af these forfe;
ot alonh 6 YeoE 1S o el B e i se forfeitures,
3 A . at the i

e ;
[3”\\¢w] from the Earls of ( eten @i, ) ’ llwu ( Hl]lllt' had
- I 1ad alreag e
two gencrations in the hands of the Wal t already been for
k : 2 the Wakes, for ¢
Hueh Wake oives to the Abbey I at that date

> Ol ln‘li" e y 1 I
i ‘ : OUES, W ; > e
l(‘-(..llll_\ i »l'f!llr-:] 1 A\HI'H\ILH'I\'. C( I‘l:!ill land ( ]”f ]-l IH I.].!‘l
Guernsey, still called  Le Fief de Lonou .I :] I\}\ o
. . i i '1es,  at | avi i
formerly belonging to his father, (ieoffy W 8 Srtan
v A < . / 4 . ' .

]nyml'\ of .\14'Il|u'!w, I:w”w L \vil"'l { I.\ C "I\l”, Teft no

oer, nte dn otentin left

¢l<‘\m‘nt[:»m~. and his Vvast Posse i

: . N . “i“ll~ iII \ WINE . 4
his niece Letitia, wife of Ralph Tesson. i GHEAN0y WA 10

the Cotentin, however, ren

he v }-mu””\]]il] of
i -

ained  escheated to the Crown

Letitia seéms 16 has
2 ms to have possessed some lands in (
. ‘ £ X ] : 4Nas 1 trnernsey ")
]ml»l_\ l]m\.l ol :". demesne lands of the \i\(.”“” l =47 l”'-b
(‘“[.\ mentioned 1n H,!H[‘(.:;‘_“ \\iI]' ]]“. N _1 S, Dt \]]1‘ 18
whereby she confirms, : verlor :

i rms, as overlord ']].‘ oft 1 | ]

% e : ord, g1t made by Robert
l,l ])Hllllll.ll to the A\M{u y of _\]:l}lrn;”!i.-y of ( S
that he held on her ficf. ¥igm ands

From the charters of the
century, and the Extente of
the lands forfeited in the

1sland in one charter

N(_rl'ln:m ;ul.lwl\\ of the twelfth
) 1;’1. ., which mentions many of
. : 5 he reign of King John, we oet an i o
“t. ”,l“ feudal holdings in Guernsey previous to tl g% A 0o
of Normandy. We find the island was divided '“ \]“I’:H:lel,
the 12th century into a nnmber of fiefs H"H\'I f'I] I]“' I(A“(I %
great Norman families of the (‘wr«lzv'in, . 'l:]v\_ 1[<; ,# ’I\ the
\“'““”"_\ du Bessin was divided lwf\\wli the “ll X 'I'}“l
neurs of I‘:ivl' du Comte, and the A\Hw‘\‘ of \‘}\l‘\. .\,‘.1!‘—
‘\[l"ll"_l' ’l 1““" i”‘]! ”1‘ two ]zl\‘:"\l In:lln‘nl" ill‘ I(i‘“‘l T‘:”m
:”."l of ”“"“; Roger Suhart, member of an import: y ll'\‘“‘llll
of 111(“ Bessin, I'n]‘l the Fief Suhart in the (]‘w\l(‘,l]m- ?'1“11\.1‘\'
l)“l(llvl s-in-the-Wood, and Robert Lecat. :mmllr'l'bl. .,,.J“;l- ~I b
the Vale. The remainder of the i~1:i—11|! I'¢ n':-\r: ~"“:-w ]”“‘ :'”
fief of the Vicomtes du Cotentin, '»\:‘l -1l]\u‘1‘1:]:”}‘-11'“‘ o
number of small manors, Of these, the ;?w\ :{l\l(lll’v‘ 1 Lol
the .l"j<>i‘ ,l‘)'.’\‘ | at St. Peter-Port ; the ,\'-‘i:v';]‘v-m\ l:»f “\.)\‘ l ll}ll[’l
en Saire h ld the Fiefs of Anneville and I‘ e

n

: . oville at St. S; S
son’s, which had probably been i thes ! . "!“ll’
: ] ) n 11 oszossion for +hye
- n i three
cgenerations, as they were forfeited. 1n tl -
e 1¢ 1011 n. 1l 2 \Wel orfreited, 1in the reion ot l\'H“' ] ’j n
o me John,

by two cousing, hn and Sampson d’Anneville: the I
| 1.1 7 3 s

itilliers held manors at St. Martin’s and St. Andrew’ tl
0 e e 1 1 v 1 ‘ e o ST e
de Barnevilles, descendants of the Sires de Rosel em t
N . a 2 SR
have held the Fief of Jerbouro .
Manor, and another member of the same family, Robert
3 . - 1 3 1 L . a . o ) “.
Mauvoisin de Rosel, held the Fief of Mauvoisin, at St
Saviour's, which he gave to the Abbey of Blanchelande :

]
201

now known as Sausmarez
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) &
| the Fief of Beggeville at Torteval,
bly already [m\’\‘«'\\('tl of the
part of Torteval, St.
Serk belonged to the

Richard de Martinvast hel
and the Le Canellys were
Fief au Canelly, which -ll':l}_["f_"l("\ over
. and St. Saviour s.
oiven about the middle of the twelfth
Vernon, Baron of Nechou, to the Abbey
of Montebourg, whilst A\l-tl‘rl'nj'_\' belonged to the 1'linginours,
one of whom, William 1'lingmour, Lm'-(l of Alderney, gave
part of the island to the .\1)1)(-_\'I of ,\()}]‘.(' Dame du Voeeu,
(‘]lt-l']\(!lll'u‘. in 1184. The bulk Hi these deigneurs \\\‘l'l“ f-"l"‘ll‘
. Normandy, therefore we must suppose 1t was
fisheries that cavsed our lands to be so

Jossession of a fishery was a valn-

IH'()]H|

l'(‘ll'l‘..\-'lll-l|Il'—\\‘n|
de Vernons, and was
century by William de

landowners in
the importance of our
much sought after, as the |
able asset in those days.

The manors in the
oreatly incereased in numbers. o
The Abbey of Marmoutier les Tours I‘ll‘ld a l;}l-f‘_.-“ fiof
stretching u\'(‘l'.]»:n'l of =t. l)l*ll'l'—l)li)l'l and ,\‘1, Martin's, now
merged in the « Fief le Roi,” .1;111 for .l:w]\' of documents 1t 18
at 1).1'(«(‘111 impm.~i|»l(- to locate 1ts position. ‘

The Abbey of Mont Saint Michel held nearly l)]l('—i(?ln‘th
of this island, consisting of the fiefs of Saint Michel, l“l}l()lhl.
f the Vale, the Castel, St. Saviour s

])H\\l’.\'\i(lll of the Church had also

ete., straggling over part o
and St. l)(‘lt‘l‘.\-ill-l]l(‘—\\vlm!l.

The Abbey of La Trinité, Caen, held the Fief of I’Abesse
de Caen at Qt. Andrew’s.

The Abbey of Cormery, near Tours, held the Fief of
Sainte Helene, and probably also that of La Haule at St.
Andrew’s.™

The Abbey of La Croix St. Leufroy, near Evreux,
held the Fief of La Refrerie, at St. Andrew’s, now corruptly
called ¢ La Rue Frairie.”

The Abbey of St. SQauveur-le-Vicomte also held a fief at
St. Andrew’s, of which the Franc-fief de St. Sauveur s a
pm'ti«m.

The Abbey of Longues held the Fief de Liongues at
St. Saviour’s.

The Abbey of Blanchelande held the Fief of Martinvast
at St. Martin’s, now known as Blanchelande, which had ori-
ginally belonged to the canons of Cherbourg, who were
dispossessed of it by King John, who gave it to Blanche-
lande.

# Cal. Pat. Rolls, 20 Edw. L., p. 486, April 24, 1292 atification by Edward L of
the sale by the Abbot and Convent of Cormery to Master William de Sancto
Remigio of their lands and rents in Guernsey belonging to the priory of St. Elena
in Hagna.
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]‘:liﬂ_\'. .Hu' Bishop of Coutances held
Andrew’s, still called the Fief L’ Eveque
At the end of the 12th cent: .
: . = entury we also find v
].‘.f.”“i ol Ylu‘ existence of a Im':ll |)|x<‘:1| (ourt lllll (‘I“ - ,t
When such a court was fist established i
i]ll])(?.\‘\ilbll‘ to say.

a fief at St.

I the 1sl; it 1
to say [t may date from as early :]]1 1|I...]",I-1(.‘](,‘” I;'
”(‘H'I‘_\; I. le' it 18 now being recognised that the bulk 1hl'“ X
administrative and judicial reforms which were for "1”\] -“ I]I'(I
buted to ll(‘ll!“\ [1., had not only their origin [ml““] :\ ”.“”_
‘]v\w‘l(v]w‘]. under ”"IH‘\\ I ln his 1'«'i~1|‘i\ noy \'\”""11“”‘\’
1.]1.‘. r:)'w-nllul! of the Norman lj\"]l""l["l'k with i1\ 'l“'“ i
.]Hw[lt'l:ll officers, who not only sat as Ii)w i;;,i oS ”I“”l”‘””?““‘“'
Ducal Court, but were :!I‘H-('HJ]'lll\t"l as j|1:v](-‘.\ { “|‘ \]”]M.(‘““‘
1]{1'«)11‘:]1()11! the duchy. Besides these [»w"m.'\lnv-nl l“ “)(IH pleas
with X stricted jurisdiction, under ducal i|v~»:i|'r\ . :| “]‘"'H‘Y\.
established throughout the duchy to keep in 1 -l-]\'\l.lh. already
S10N8 of the barons and \i\('«>11|1<:>."r : S oPpres-
[t is in the great Roll of the Norman Exchequer of 118
that we oet the first }_:Iilll]uw of the existence of \II (-l] “) IIM)
(-‘,1.“-1 i (ruernsey, a court under the |x1'\'\i<|l-m-\'“(.]]‘ ‘~I -Hmll
”ﬂ!ujr_ who would have executed inxlim: by judgme 1'1 l|’“4\];l
chief tenants, the suitors of the duke’s court \:]I'(')"" ('It t'll‘l.
summon T}I.l'l'l‘ times a year at our Court of ("h.iwl' l’],-l‘ .\\‘ ill
;.n 1!11\ }wl'lu(] in the local courts of the viscounts -1(]‘1;‘]A'|]"W
in A\tn'.m:nul.\. and 1n those of the sheriffs in l“,n'rl»n'ul' .1]‘ ln-m B
was given l»:\ the knights who held lands by —;lllil (.xf.} l-‘ h“'“'l'”
the nll_.\lru'l. in other words who owed the service of -f“””' »
the king’s justice. i
[he Jlll'mlu:tmn of our court must undoubtedly have bee
much more restricted at this period than we find it ';f't«" ilt
alterations m:luln- in our constitution by Kinge John "\ll']v-l I]('
!’l(' system u'i assizes, which Henry IT. ll:l‘I‘—l'('—ill~ti'1lll]'(l -"1“'1'\'
in ]1.1.\‘ reign in Normandy, had been extended to our i~|-(|‘ ]ll\
for in the Grreat Roll of 1180 we find Ralph de Havillax 1‘1“1(]\
deputy :»i' Hli~|~-ln~1'l de la Hougue, the fermor n‘f‘ “[‘“I'l.“-“:"’
accounting for X37 19s. 6d., the fines imposed at the ].‘].\[-
pleas or assizes. Further, he had been president of the ]n‘(‘.‘l
].)m‘:ll Court and, as such, had been fined by the justices *'4(:)
for being present and assisting in compounding a felony
of maiming. In other words for allowing the court to exceed
its jurisdiction, as maiming was one of the cases I'(‘\‘;‘l'\'('(l
for the duke’s judgment at this period. 'l‘llli; '|‘|\l.t'nl‘1'l'
proving the existence of a local court in the i\‘lilll‘i. - J

* See Administration of Normandy under Henry rof ) i
p. 209-232. English Historical Revie 2w, “”1';;‘11 Henry 1., by Professor C. H. Haskin,
t Do., do., pp. 220-221,
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The assizes at this period were the supreme court of
the king, travelling throughout the land ("ys(-utmg_r justice
in the king’s name to .:l” nn«l' sundry. They were h(‘.m
by royally “appointed officers, either 1}1('1111>\'1's_]<)f the Ix-
cfuoqui&r or great barons of the king’s council, and when
they sat all local courts 1n the nm_g‘hl».m.u'lm()(l were (-]()S(*(l,
whether those of the vicomtes and }):.ullls. or of .t‘h('_h*u.(lnl
gelgneurs, and all had to come to the king's (“(Hll't for justice.
But the iusli(‘vs' commission did not end '\\'lﬂ.] the adminis-
tration of justice, they had f\lso to enquire mto tl.w whole
ndministrat{on of the district since the ]'n'wwhng assizes, who
of the tenants in chief had died during the 1nt("r\':11. }\-h()
had been enfeoffed with new lands, so that the king might
claim his dues, what crimes had been ('(n.nmlt‘(od and by \\'hpm,
what had become of the chattels of the felon, :n.ul. what punish-
ment if any had been inflicted. These enquiries had to be
answered by the juries, twelve men, chosen from (“:l('].l of the
divigions of the distriet. The \\‘]10\0‘ of the ﬁm'f mflicted by
the justices had to be accounted for to the Ixchequer by
the fermor or bailli, over and above the sum that he owed for
the ferm of his bailiwick, and he or his deputy was subject to
a heavy fine if he had not administered justice rightly in the
court under his charge.

We thus see at the end of the twelfth century what
we may call political feudalism 1n tlm.islund being aradually
restricted. The seignorial courts being supervised by the
local ducal court and the latter by the justices of the assizes.
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of the King of Lingland, a favourite minister of Henry II
. . I~ - m P 4
who died in 1177. Then followed Gislebert de la Ho «Z, '.,
1180 and lastly Robert de Saint Mérve Eoli inl s

a : de Saint Mére Eglise, in 1198, member
» e o 1l ) 3 L | v .
of an important family of the Contentin and near relative of
William de Saint Mére Eglise, Bishop of London : .
On the loss of Normandy by King John many of the
owners of our manors adhered to Philip Augustus, and in ('0114
. . . . . s N
sequence lost their lands in the island. The principal fiefs
forfeited at this period were—Rosel, St. Peter-Port ; Anne
. al J 3 l g )
ville, St. Sampson’s ; Suhart, Castel and St. Peter’s-in-the
T . 1 T b /’v S i i
Wood ; Lemminge, Fortescue, Vielesse, Buard, and Gor
S i Bosoeyills: T vt Visle, el s e
St. Martin’s ; Beggeville, Torteval ; Legat, Vale, and several
small manors at St. Andrew’s. The lands of all the Norm'l‘n
abbeys were also forfeited for a time :
: : , and were only restore
about 1238, by Henry III. Bt
f we olance at the lis ) siasti
N ‘I .‘( __\.1.1 1‘( at t_h( list of the lfu-lcsl:mstu'al and Lay
Seigneurs owing suit of court at the Chief Pleas of the Royal
‘ > D . «
Court at a later period, who, as we have seen were the judges
of our early local court, we get an idea of the effect of these
forfeitures on its composition. :

SEIGNEURS owiNG Surr or Courr.

Bishop of Coutances.
Abbot of Mont St. Michel.

of Marmoutier-lez-Tours.

»
., of Blanchelande. | Lands forfeited on
,, of La Rue Frairie (de Longues). account of war.

of La Croix St. Leufroy.

e c

Still the government of the Isles was feudal, the knights : o
executed judgment under the duke’s officers, not because they Abbess of Lia Trinité Caen.
were chosen as the best fitted to do so, but because they held Seigneur d’Anneville (lands forfeited ).

1

51' their lands as suiters of his court, bound by the service . de Sausmarez, St. Martin’s.

- of performing his justice.” - des Bruniaux, St. Martin’s.

‘lf] It is rather difficult to say what were the powers of 3 des Mauxmarquis (lands forfeited).

£ the fermors of the Isles, whose names fignre on the Great 5 des Bruniaux de Nermont (not yet in existence).
i Rolls of the Norman Exchequer, whether their functions only — de Vaugrat.

i consisted of receiving the revenue, of which the balance, 1f - ¥ 5 des Philippes.

; anv. went into their own pockets, after paying into the 5 5 au Canelly.

’ Exchequer the sum due for their ferm ; or whether they also % de Fantome.

1 acted as baillis responsible for the administration of justice ” des Rohais.

Of these seigneurs, no less than nine for certain were
deprived of their lands by King John. The judges of the
king’s court were thus reduced by more than half their
number to seven or eight at most, that is supposing that all
the smaller fiefs now owing suit of court were then in
existence, of which we have no proof. This number would

E

and for the order and safety of the portion of the duchy

committed to their charge ; as did the fermors of the baili-

wicks and viscounties on the mainland. Anyway they were

usually important barons or knights. The first we know of

was no less a personage than William de Courey, * dapifer ”
= See Pollock & Maitland’s History of English Law, pp. 538-550.
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have been too small to carry on the business of the court, and
one of the reasons leading to King John’s
constitution by the institution of a bench of
mgnates of the island, under

pm]ml»ly was
alterations in our
twelve jurats, elected ]»_\‘ the n . slan
sdeney of the Governor of the Isles, or his lieutenant,
the feudal judges holding their lands by service of
‘\IIHIIIH'I' factor Ic':ulillj_" to this cha e was

the pl‘t'.\‘i(l‘
to replace
suit of court. : : . % ! :
undoubtedly the danger of leaving the administration of

justice entirely in the hands of the remaining chief feudal

tenants, many of whom had probably lost their lands in

Normandy, and who were connected by family ties with that
province. . -

Guernsey had also hecome of inereased political value on
the loss of A\:m'm:uul‘\. from the importance of our roadstead
as a place of safety for vessels trading ])«-I\\f‘t'n England and
Gascony. for we must remember that the ships of those days
were very small, without compasses, steered by the sun by day
or the stars by night; they rarvely sailed far out to sea,
but coasted nlniu_r from one port to another, making for the
nearest harbour of shelter on the approach of bad weather.
After the loss of Normandy had closed its ports to Inglish
shipping, we became the first harbour of refuge after leaving
Fneland on the trade route to Gascony.

" Tt has been suggested by some writers that we were in
])ossv.\'si(m of special privileges before the reign of King John,
and in proof they have been pointed to the existence of
similar customs to ours, such as the ]»1'i\ il(-:_x‘.- of v]('t'tinj_" their
magistrnt('s. ])r)s.\vssw] ]».\‘ w\('l':l] towns of ,\Vm'm:lml'\ in lln'
time of Henry I1., and perhaps earlier. But they forget an
all-important difference.” The towns possessing communes in
the twelfth century were the principal centres of trade in the
duchy, towns which may have had particular privileges of
jurisdiction, even from Frankish days, which only obtained
f()l‘mill rv(‘og_vnitinn at a I:llt‘l' ])("l'iwl: while \\'1'.\\1-1'(- only
a small rural district of no importance, until the loss of
Normandy brought into prominence the value of our roadstead
as a place of shelter on the trade route to Gascony. In
granting us the privilege of electing our judges, King John
was following a policy already initiated by Henry II. in
Normandy and Gascony, which he and his successors
developed most largely in the latter province. The granting
of ecommunal privileges to localities situated, as we were, near
hostile frontiers, had for its object the creation of centres
bound to the king by these privileges of self-government,
centres whose interests formed a counterpoise to the power of

—
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the feudal seigneurs of the distriets, who more often than not
studied their own particular interests rather than those of the
State. Many of our privileges, which differ from the eustoms
of Normandy, bear such a marked resemblance to those
of many towns in Gascony, which owe their communes to the
carly Plantaganet kings, that it i1s evident that they have a
common origin in the general policy of the English kings for
the government of their continental dominions after the loss
of Normandy.

With King John's establishment of what, for want of a
better expression, we may call our commune,” political
feudalism came to an end in Guernsey. True, the chief
tenants of the C'rown still retained some share in the adminis-
tration of the island even at the time of the assizes in the
early part of the fourteenth century, but this share was con-
sultative only, and gradually even this was lost. It is an
instance of the continuity of our customs that to this day the
Abbots of ruined Norman Abbeys and the Seigneurs of the
principal manors in the island shonld still be summoned to
appear three times a year at our Court of Chief Pleas.

We must now turn from what may be called the political
side of feudalism in Guernsey to glance at the tenures of our
manors and then at the economical side of feudalism in the
island, the relations existing between the lord of the manor,
the owner of the soil, and his tenants. What first strikes one
is the marvellons vitality of the manorial system. Once
a manor always a manor. It matters not whether, as in
the case of many of our Guernsey fiefs, that a manor was
escheated to the Crown in the days of King John, or at
a much later period, it never loses its identity, is never merged
into one general royal fief, but preserves through all these
centuries its own individuality. It had its own court and
administration, and even to this day it is its * douzaine,”
twelve sworn men, tenants of the manor, who draw up the
“extente,” or survey, of the holdings of the tenants.

There were two classes of manors in Guernsey, (1) those
held by military service, grand serjeantry or little serjeantry,
what are styled in France *fiefs hauberts,” and ¢ fiefs nobles,”
and (2) those held by vearly rent or its equivalent, such as a
pair of spurs, &c., which may be compared with vavassories.

Fief du Comte, the largest in the island, was held in
1240, by Baldwin de Vere, of Hugh Wake, as half a knight’s
fee, and an annual rent of £6 sterling. Its Seigneur, Nicholas
de Chesney, claimed in 1309 the right of court of his tenants ;
one fourth of the wreck of the sea of the whole island,
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except from ‘]'“. Abbot of ._\Ium St.l MIi.wht-]\’\l‘nm}mn':\‘ of
the Clos du Vale, and Lihou, and h““,' Matthew de
.\';mm:ll‘t‘/..‘\ fief of ,l]'-r].mn'g‘: also the right of chase Illl'ull"_g‘l]_

) e i>l:ll|‘ .
£ l‘l\l“:n:i!::n]w Manor, St. Nl:u)‘iin}. ul'ig‘in:l'll.\' 1.||\‘ Fief of
Jerboure, was held by f;'!':mll serjeantry of acting as the
third butler to the king \\]n-nw\lm: he \]l<.\ll|>l visit lIln" 1sland.
Undoubtedly this tenure places it m the first rank of Guernsevy
manors, but why : ; .
is puzzling, for it is the «',n]_\ manor IH('II?IHII(.‘!I n I‘Il-' ]‘,.\Iwnlw
of 1331 as held by serjeantry of butlership. The seigneur
owed suit at the three Chief Pleas, and held the Castle of
Jerboure. built on his lands, about 1327, by the people of the
island. This castle was granted to Matthew de Sausmarez by
FEdward IIL, in 1330, on condition *that the men of the
commonalty of the said island shall be received there with
their oods and chattels in time of war.” ™

He had also right of court for his tenants, held by his
vavassors under his prévot, © who would execute his justice for
him, and owed him certain spurs valued twelve sols tournois,”
t as well as “wreck of the sea on his fief, free warren, right
of chase, and his windmill, to which his men ought to bring
timber and millstones at their own cost.”

The Fief of Anneville was held by petty \«’1jj|-;mn'_\ of
k(.‘.],i,,}_p the ]<i|1f_v~'> ';rimn(le convicted of minor offences.
The seigneur owed suit of court at the Chief Pleas, and had
right of free warren by grant of Prince Edward (afterwards
Edward 1.), 9 June, 1261.

The manors of Rohais and of La Refrerie at St.
Andrew’s, were also held by petty serjeantry of keeping the
king’s prisoners. The other military fiefs of Brunianx, St.
Martin’s ; Mauxmarquis, St. Andrew’s; Bruniaux de Ner-
mont, Vale ; Vaugrat, des Philippes, Canelly and Fantome,
were held in common with the above by homage, relief and
suit of court, with right of court for their tenants and of
chase.

It is probable that most if not all of the military fiefs
had also the right of colombier, or the cherished privilege of
possessing a dovecot standing as an isolated tower. The
remains of two such buildings exist, one at Le Colombier.
Torteval, originally the dovecot of the Fief au Canelly, and
X #*In 1311.‘1!11' “0\'(‘1:]](_)]‘. Sir John Doyle, issued an order to Mr. Matthew de
;;l(l)l\\l'::élt(;lllls‘hltg,:\'lltl \(\)'z]\1:1::*11115(’:;':[(]';;1‘/:. (‘:(ll\\[“]:: n[fl li;f-l;'lh\t >)!|l(1.‘:hi;'ll'ltl»l |}1“ Il .Illlt' \tl-l;: )1\1\1: I'\'II‘XHI.II:)III']:AHI}:
should take command of the peninsula of Jerbourg in case of invasion. '

t Special Publication Société Jersiaise, 1902, pp. 91-94.

the seigneur was to act as third butler

v
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the other at I.ihon, to the north of the ruins of the priory.
The sites of others are, however, indicated by such names as
L.e Colombier, near Ronceval, St. S;nlu}»wn'.\: &e.  Probably
also Lia Colombelle. near lies Ruettes Brayes, may owe its
name from being the site of one of the smaller dovecots which
the lesser seigneurs were permitted to have attached to their
farm buildings.

The administration of a feudal manor has been regarded
from two points; (1) the old view, which represented every-

thing fendal as a grinding tyranny, whether from the king as
supreme in the State, down to the lord of the manor; (2) the
modern view, which sees the power both of king or baron
great, but not absolute. The king, the chief of the State,
but regarded by his barons rather as chief among equals than
as a superior. As the barons of Aragon said to their king—
“We, cach of whom is as good as you, all together better than
Y OU: o

So the feudal baron ruled his estate as chief among his
principal tenants, who formed his court and administered

justice under his representative, the seneschal. This system

is clearly shown in the records of manor courts in England,
and by the old * franchises” of our Guernsey Fief du Comte,
the carliest copy of which dates from 1406. Here we find
the seneschal, or president of the Manor Court, and the greftier,
or clerk, appointed by the Lord of the Manor. The eight
vavassors, or judges of the court, were the seigneurs of the
eight principal frank-fiefs of the manor, who held their land
by suit of court. By the sixteenth century only three of
these frank-fiefs retainéd hereditary seigneurs, namely those
of Du Groignet, Du Pignon, and De Carteret, the two first
held by the Iie Marchants, and the latter by a Blondel.
These seigneurs served as vavassors either in person or by
deputy chosen by themselves, subject to the approval of the
Seigneur du Comte., The vavassors of the other five franc-
fiefs, De Liongues, Des Reveaux, Du Videclin, Des Grantes,
and De La Court, were chosen by the lord of the manor,
and presented by him to take oath before the Manor Court.
They bore the title of seigneurs of the franc-fief they
l'vln'vwnl\-tl whilst acting as vavassors.

The next important officer, the prévot or grangier of the
manor, whose duties 1n some measure ('ul'l'(',\'l)ulnh(l with those
of the prévot or sherift’ of the Royal Court, was curiously
chosen by the tenants of the thirty-two vellein bouvées
of the manor. Two of these bouvées in turn choosing

* Lord Acton’s Circle, p. 231.
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the ]\l'('-\‘fvl for the year. 'H“'l,.”’i\ rather i!m"“im”” officer,
who also acted as receiver of the _“".\Mlm oL I.M‘ 2401
should have heen elected )"”"l.‘ by the vellem  tenants
is a very interesting fact, S T
the cenerally conceived notions on yi""‘ alisn. 16 A
e : nest of one (HeINsey MIANeks, with

one cortainly quite contrary to

s ovailed 1n ' :
(1l[]l;‘t“(I‘[l(‘(]"]]):i\illlll l)ll 1]1:11 Hi. .]A:I l(H\I“I'j‘. l}”'ﬂ‘"“’_"ll\‘:' 1‘,‘ ll“‘
Seigneur 4’ Amneville, of which the "IIM"’\I.w‘.yl' wils hereditary
n the family of Brey, \\!m wore considerable landowners near
“Tes Grandes Capelles.
There were also seven s ' | .
held their Jands called “1l(t1'1'ifl:"'~ 1»]_\ service of acting as
police officers to the court. ['hey lm‘.x to :mv‘.twl itx sittings,
execute its orders, IH'\I) the ]ll't'\wlll 1 :|1'1'|~11A|1: t(‘“”m.\ of
the manor, and taking them to prizon: also in early times
they had to qseist him 1n recemving from the hands of the
! officers, felong, tenants of the manor condemned to
oval Court, and hang them on the manorial

luy]wiiw’t'\ of 1]‘[ ‘!‘: (Tomte \\]H)

king’s
(‘\«*‘('lllinl] ]».\‘ the ]
callows, otherwise
'um their escheats. A
" The court of Fief du Comte judged all minor cases of
* the tenants of the manor concerning lands and

the king and not the lord of the manor,

(]i.\[llllv,\ of . ( CLL
chattels. But there was :ll)‘lt':l] from its judgments to the
Royal Court. Some of the arrear fiefs of the manor, such
as de Longues and (iroignet, had also their own manorial
courts. Of that of Fief de Longues we have most infor-
mation, and even in the ceventeenth century we find records
of :l]bl)(":ll.* from its judgments to the court of l“in-f‘ le (‘umlt".
We may ]»i(‘llll'v to ourselves the weary ]wn;_vlh of a lawsuit
il] lll()sv.(l:l\'ﬁ. l)l'ﬂ'illllillj_“ .Ill d I()\\i'l' manor court, 1|ll‘l| \\(-|||l.1||_<_r
its way ﬂn'l«nl;‘ll the chief court of the manor on to the Roy al
Court for final decision.

The plea rolls of the conrt of Fief du Comte begin in
1479, and are perfect, with the exception ot some few years
in the sixteenth century down to the \Illhi»l'<"\i«\ll of the
_iullil-iul functions of the court in 1775. Unfortunately thes
do not contain matters of such wvaried 1nterest, throwing
]igllt on l]l(‘ .\‘Ul'iill ('nnlliliull of l\n‘ ]»wnlnlv. as do ~imil:n‘
records in England. The court had little correctional power
over the tenants. Only very few cases of the exercise of this
power appear, t'llin'H‘\ I'(’il('ll'illf__" to contempl of court, or
misconduct of officials. The ancient s al of the court still
exists. It represents a l\lnij_vlll on foot in full Hrllv armour
in the act of drawing his sword ; the nimbus round his head
and the letters S.G. above his shoulders show that the fioure
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s intended to represent St. Greerge. Accordine to Sir Edgar
\]:lw( ulloch it dates trom ;1‘!w|‘.i the mi ‘;'l}\\ of thi i'l‘i"unml)
contury.” It was used to seal documents concerning sale

of land or records of 1 loments ol the Court.”

The court of the Priory of St. Michel du Vale was the
laroest feudal court in the island, and consisted of a Seneschal,
eloven Vavasseurs, a Greflier, six Bordiers and a Wand-
hearer. [t was also th wM.\ other court in the island
which represents the Archaneel
Michael trampling Satan under foot.t

yossessing an official scal,

Every other important hel in the island had also 1ts

court, though with more restricted jurisdiction than the two

Just me ntioned.  Most of them still hold the ir Courts of Chief

Pleas three times a year, but their functions are now confined
Lo (':lilill_: over the roll of the tenants and \‘w'\'i\'tlw_' the chiet
rents 1[[1\’ Lo \]w \I'i‘i"ll\'ill'. Tlu il' l)l:u't s of lm'«'lillj_' l‘;lt'l}' ill
the llill«'lw‘lllll century  are ]‘v‘('ul'llwl l\_\‘ the late Mr. F.
(. Lukis. and are worth mentioning, as it is probable that
these were the traditional sites.

The Court of Fief du Comte was formerly held in
the Chapel of St. George. That of Auncville in the great
harn of 1||4 \l:sluu Hnm»v.

Sausmarcez. ot Martin's, in the ‘i\iitill1 old |wi}_‘~-. or

Court House. borderine the high road, near the gateway
\ulxi\u; to the back of Manor [House. .

The Court of St. Michel was held sometimes in the
Vale Chureh, at others at L’ Abbaye” the old priory to the
~1\lll|| of the l']llll"‘l] :‘\:Vi sometimes 11 the e lm‘l('l'.; of 1]“'
Castel Church, on a spot marked by some flat stones, under
the trees bordering the path to the north of the church.

The Court of Fief du Groignet was he Id in a large room
in the old Manor House, near the King’s Mills.

The Court of Fief de Liongues at L.e Haut, St. Saviour’s,
near the house of that name.

The Court of Fief Gaillard in the steep lane running to the
south of the cemetery of St Saviour's Church. The stone
seats for the seneschal and vavassors are still to be seen at the
foot of the thieght of steps leading up to the cemetery.

The Court of Kiel des (rohiers, RS ltw'l\:llnlulw ll‘_'lht‘
near St. Saviour’s parish schools. The stone seats for the
coneschal and vavassors are still to be seen along the
hedge bordering the lane.

The Court of Fief de Beuval in the conrtyard of My, Simon,

¥ Miss E
i Miss E.

P, Carey’s Chani lands, p. 83.

&
. Carey's Channel Islands, p. 86,
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des Sages, St. ]’vlvl"s-in-l]w-\\'umll. ’”H' stone seats for the
()Hi(-i;\];‘ of this Court are also still n existence.

The Court of Fief de la Corvée in the court vard at the
farm of Le Pont, St. Pierre-du-Bois.

The Court of Fief de Suart in the lands of lLe Long
Frie, St. Pierre-du-Bois.

The Court of Fief de Lihou in the court yard of M.
de Garis, Des Adams, St. Pierre-du-Bois.

The Court of Fief des Reveaux, in the high road near
Les Islets, St. l'it'l'l'l'—llll—l))i)i\.

The Court du Fief des Coltons in the court vard of the
farm at Le Grais.

The Court of Fief de St. Martin, alias de Calais,
alias de Fermain, was formerly held near the Town Church,
on a spot marked by a large stone, near le Pont Orson,
the bridee which used to span the mill stream.

It will be noticed that nearly all these courts were held
out of doors, as was very ﬁ'wlm'ml)‘ the custom in the middle
acges. The Abbot of St. Alban’s, for instance, held his court
under the ereat ash tree at St. Alban’s i 1257.

Early in the sixteenth century the Royal Court was
already :1.11(-111\‘11‘111‘3' to restrict the powers of the Manor Courts
by various 1//‘1./4”//4////”.\. In .~])itu of these l]n-.\ still continued
to flourish up to the middle of the seventeenth century, after
which date they declined rn]»it”)’. The court of Fief du Comte
retained 1ts j(.n'i,\'(li(-linn up to 1775, when it was suppressed
by Bailiff William Le Marchant. That of [ief St. Michel
was only abolished in 1861, These courts still exist in name,
their duties. and those of the other Manor Courts in the
island, now consisting merely of the appointment of officers
for the collection of the revenue due the seigneur, or on some
fiefs for the supervision of the streams, to see that the water
has free course.

Manors were usually divided mto the demesne lands, and
the tenures. The demesne, the lands surrounding the Manor
House, kept by the seigneur for his own use. The tenures,
the lands held by the tenants. The latter, in Guernsey, were
usually divided into frank-fiefs. if the manor was a large one,
free tenements and villein * bouvdées.” At the ,m-.\(:m day
many of our manors are entively held in tenures, the seigneur
owning no land, only receiving his seignorial dues from his
tenants.

The seigneurs of the frank-fiefs and the free tenants held
their lands by homage, relief, or one year’s revenue on
succession to them, and by suit at the Manorial Court at the

|

PEUDALISM IN GULERNSEY.

three Chief Pleas. They also !r:«irl dues called chef-rente or
« ponte censicore.” but were free from all villein servitudes.
This suit of court is still demanded by the seienenrs of
our manors from their tenants, and if the latter fail to appear
they are subject to a fine, and if defaulters for more than
three years their lands may be seized by the seigneur. There
is nothing of the nature of homage n this attendance of the
tenants  at the Manor Court. ”uln:l_u‘v was tml_\ done on
succession of a new seigneur to the fief or of a new tenant to
his Jands and never more than once in either case. Suit to a
Manorial Court was exactly the same as suit to the King’s
Court. The principal suitors. the chief tenants of the
.\‘t'i;{ll(‘lu‘. were 1 l':l!'].\ times the _jiul:tw of the court, which
could not be held except the requisite number were present.
They were also required to attend for the equally important
purpose of giving the seneschal and court information of all
that had happened in the manor since the preceding Chief
Pleas.

The villein tenants did not formerly owe suit of court.
Besides chef rente they had to pay their seioneur tithes
of their crops, champart, the twelfth zheaf of their corn, or
the twelfth bundle of flax, “revart de champart,” on lands
uncultivated, * poulage,” a couple of chickens for each house,

"pt'.\lln"_:w.“ for the right of running their pigs loose on
the m:ll}()l‘i:l] COmMMmon. "|1|n|||:|]_v<'.“ a tithe on their wheat

g‘l'mlllrl ill I]H‘ In::lm\'i:ll mil\. X C. 'le\ :|l~<l w\\wI d lHlln]wl‘
of |w|‘>nn:\l sorvices to their seigneur, which varied on
different manors. We hear little of these services on Fief
du Comte, only of the duties of the villeing in carrying
their corn rents to the manor corn stack, and 1'11\1'!']!1:‘ and
watching it day and night until 1t was threshed and
garnered into the manor barn. On Fief Sausmarez, St.
Martin's., we find numberless ]M’l\nll:ll services demanded by
the lord of the manor from his tenants. The documents
which refer to these services are of 1330, [nquisition Post
Mortem. and two * Lettres” under the seal of the 1sland,
of 1390. and 1487. These give the fullest and most
valuable details we have of services due by villeins in the

island.  From the deed of 1390 1t would seem that most 1f not
all the holdings on this fief were villein. The tenants had to
carry their lord’s corn to Normandy, whenever required,
between Vauville and Mont St. Michel at their own cost, to
cart his wine and ale to the Manor House, give him one white
and one black loaf from every haking of bread, the half
of each fat beast or the quarter of each sheep they killed, and
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a oallon of ale from each brewing. Also to provide him with
fll‘\\wn] and furze for the use ot the ._\Itz!wi House. carry
their lord or his family to Jersey three tunes a year, receiving
for this the same payment = as 01V i“‘n_\ our uw-l'l]w- king to
Lis tenants,” as well as to pay tithes of their fish, cart

the lord’s corn wherever ordered 1n the ixland, besides payimg

other dues such as chef rente, cehickens loaves of bhread. and
money rents [n return, the lovd of !1|« manor provided the
seneschal ‘ml vavassors for the Manor Court.

These services give us an idea of the different working
of two important (ruernsep Ianors ‘iu feudal times.  On
Fief du Comte, a large manor straggiiia over four }m:ixln\
from St. Peter s-in-the-Wood to the Vale, with no Manor
]lulm attached to 1t, but consisting ]n";t-wixrxii\ of frank-fiefs
:lllti IH |1H] llll"\ \\I\H two ¢ Hll!}ru { “'l\) ‘]'\ of \[\M 11 ]I"! I\H”\
the * ]1&111—«]vu\ \1|mw Bouvées,” at \]l" astel. and ¢ Les
Onze Bouvdées \mw\»] . Atat, SAvVIour s : the vellein tenants
only owed perso nal service to their lovd m w»!mw-xi\m with the
collection and ;_wx.mlnu_ the tithes of their corn and Hlax, until
such time as the gramger ol the manor took charge of it.
On  Dausmarez \l:nlml'. d \mnH‘ I :1!141 <'ulx|1r‘u‘! estate, [h‘
holdings were almost ‘lxiil'<"\_\ villein, and held by a variety
of ['1'3\1»!1:«1 \l'\'\'lx"\. 'l']w\\‘ SCLVICES ]H}'IHW} Ihlri of lln‘ ;‘(-|i|

: . 1 : : ;
1[11\' by l]l(‘ tenants, and 1]):\ ]rl'u\wi\ | the lord of the manor

1
with ]rl'(l\i~iu||~ for his household. and for the carriage of
his @oods and produce. In neither case do we find any
]m'\l\mn for working the farm lands of the seigneur, which
in England always formed part of services of the villeins.

Already, by the end of the fifteenth century, these
lulwxlll services were found irksome, for the villein tenant
of one lord was !wll[(ll tly the free tenant of another, or
of the king, and often a large landowner. In 1480 we
find record of a «Ei\})lllr between the Seigneur of SNaumarez
and one of his tenants, who had refused to cart ¢ la feugere
du wi;_"mill‘ 4 =0n IIH\H‘].” and Ilwllj"ll the tenant \\;‘n,\ H
I||w|nln'l' of an i.n]ml::l:ll |.H|1i|_\. :lIll a l:lt'__L-' 1:||1w|u‘.\||4'l' on
other fiefs, he was sentenced to *une journée au regard du
chateau.” We must hope that twenty-four hours’ “contem-
]»I;llitm of Castle Cornet brought him to a proper sense of
his duties.

We also find some tenants owing such rents as chickens
with tails an inch long. eapons, geese from their ponds,
eels, €egas, and even congers, The latter secem to have been
looked upon as an i|1||m1'lzlll‘. article of barter even down
to the ]Jc;illllilng_" of the seventeenth century. SO many
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congers of _:‘uw'] merchantabl S17 often fionr in the not
ook of Georee Fashion, Seigneur d Anneville, as part of
the rent due from the tenants of his farms. No doubt
lllw\ were \:l\lv'rl down for fuatured ]l"‘\“]\'lwl U=C. (h\il\:
to the subdivision of property by our laws of imheritance,

these small rents became sometimes divided up into minute
]):11'1i«‘l(-\. one notable lawsuit 1n 887 was brougeht by the
l,,-(-\{.[ of Blanchelande against three of the tenants of the
) ‘\‘ ) 'l
1t siINLeernon

fief for the payment of “one fowl, one half and
of a fowl. one fortieth and one four hundred and eightieth

0o hree-fourths and

part of a fowl, '.\\-.MA\—‘i:‘lw coos, and
lvllf‘-1‘i;_"lllll of an ng_.u fivepence beine the usual fine tor
lltlll—[}:l.\lm'm.

In old Guernsey documents ard also to be found curious
redevances. For instance, the Abbot of Mont St. Michel
owed the Crown Officers three dinners a year, and the Prior
of Lihou owed one to the tenants of the Fief Thomas
Blondel. In 1393 a rent of a (‘ll:l|r|«l of roses on St.
John’s Day was owed. by John DBenest to the heirs of
Denis Le VMarchant, and another even mor curious one of
« o dozen butterflies,” was the subject of a lawsuit 1 1591.
(akes at Christmas time or at lhaster ar al~o hulmnll\
met with,  These nomimal rents ar »u}mwwl to owe therr
orioin to eifts of land, and as it was impossible to oive
outrieht land held of another person, they are simply a
* pro forma " acknowledgment of tenure.

Dinners to tenants on \]nwizl'i oceasions were trn-‘im-nll)'
given in the middle ages. To thiz day the Royal Court,
the Crown Officers, and the Seigneurs ot ficfs owing suit
of court. dine at the king's expens after cach of the
Courts of Chief Pleas. The ancient name ot these dinners
was ¢ Diner avece le Roi.”  Formerly they were held much
more frequent tly than three times a year, as at present.
An old document now in the archives at St. [Lo, dating early
in the reien of Edward 1., oives a list of the 'lvHu\\lIl“

other occasions :—When the Bailiff chose the juries of

the parishes for the assizes, when he mspected t the king’s
highways, and  when he taxed the fines of the ASS1ZER.
Also. when a felon forfeited his goods to  the king, or
when a trial by hattle was appealed and when 1t was
fought.

The seieneurs of the [)l'im-ilm\ fiefs also owed their

tenants a dinner after the three annual Courts of Chiel

Pleas. This custom is still kept up on many ficfs at the

]»1‘L‘>('m ll:ll\'.
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MANORIAL UHAPELS. ! Tne MANOR OF ANNEVILLE.

The de Chesneys, Seigneurs of Anneville and Fief du As already stated, it dervived 1ts name from the Seioneurs
(‘ulnlr]m“n-wu{ four manorial chapels in the fifteenth century, A’ Anneville—en-Saire, in  the Cotenting its owners in the
The chapel of St. Thomas d’Anneville, the ruins of twelfth century.  After the s paration of Normandy 1n the

which still exist in the rear of the old Manor House at reion of King John, it was forfeited by John and Sampson
Les Annevilles. A’ Amneville, who adhered to Il \|l|u Aunenstus. Tt remained
(2) The <‘i|:l}'l'] of ‘\Vuu'vv Dame de Pulias, sup- 1111‘ ‘)III'I"I\A(“I‘ Hlj‘ Crown until 12 -"‘. when H nry [11. gave i ""
posed  to be the same as Notre Dam de 1'Epine, Sir William de (lvv-«n«\ a of the Governor of
which was destroyed at the Reformation by the Gover- . the Isles, Philip \H””"‘- the elder, whom he had accom-
nor, Sir  Thomas L¢ichton, much against the wishes panied on his last voyage to the Holy Land in 1236, where

.

Philip died and was buried in the church of the Holy
.\'wl.lll('ln'«- at Jerusalem. William de Chesney also owned
large estates in the counties of Devon. Herts, Somerset

of the inhabitants ot the Vingtaine de I'lipme.  The site
of this chapel has not yet been satisfactorily identified.
l’]'.;i):llrl\ it may have bheen the "|l:l]l«‘| of the Fief des
Bruniaux de Nermont, and built by the de Burnels or their
Inui(u\\m‘\ the Legats, long before this fiet came into

Lincoln and Cambridege, as well as several manors in Jersey.
He was also an important personage at the Court of Henry LII.

the possession of the de Chesneys. In 1253 he pm(hlw'l the Fief du Comte from Baldwin
(3) St. George, which originally be lonced to the Abbey de Vere. and thus became the largest landowner in Guernsey.
‘ For two hundred and fifty vearst the de Chesneys oce u!m:l ‘

of Mont St. \||l|u\ and 1s mentioned in a Bull of Pope

Adrian IV., in 1150. How it came into the }m\\n-\»iun of in insular affairs a position very similar to that of the de

Carterets in Jersey, but they unlx occasionally resided in the

the de Chesneys 15 not known. [t was unfortunately pulled h ; ) ' )
. [N | 1 \ * l . |\l;|n<|. A\(I l.-\‘ ll\:\l] I]HH (\ lln!n were (ru\(lllul H' l]l“
down at the end of the eighteenth century by My J. Guille. b - o
: Co . . I<les. Sir Nicholas de Chesney, 1297-1298, Sir William de
of St. George, on account of a 111\| tte with his neighbours - . : . Lo - : 5
O p : : » (hesnev. 1331 and 1343, and Sir Edmund de Chesney from
concerning a right ot way to 1t over his land., 3 A = : ; 3
: i ) 1359 to 1366. Another, Edmund de ( hesney, member of a

(4) St. Brioc, Torteval. This chapel stood on the [ief

: oo . > x junior branch of the familv. was Bailift of Guernsey in 1480,
de Beuval, which was already in the possession of the de :

I)III was de pose o« from that othice the iullu\\iw_" year. He then

(||t~>nv.\.~v:tl']4\ in the fourteenth century. e ok et e Royal Court, e e T
Another manorial "l“‘l"'l was that of St. Michel du been a sort of extra jurat, as during his term of office there
Manoir, St. Peter’s Port, the chapel of the * Manoir de wore no less than thirteen jurats on the bench.
Haut,” which stood on the site of the present Constables’ The de Chesneye: i suats, claimed precedence over
Office, and which belonged to the [.e Marchants for several all their (.”]](‘;,:“,.\; a ’,1-}(,(.(],,,“.(. allowed to Nicholas
centuries. The chapel was to the south of the arch leading Fouaschin, Seioneur of Anneville, on his election im 1519.
from High Street. It is me ntioned in an old document Lord \\'illungm»\ de Broke, heir Ill'mw'l his erandmother of
of 1388, \\hwr«]»_\ Pierrot T.e Marchant and his brother the <enior I.l-;m(-!} of the de Chesneys, sold, in 1509, the manors
Janequin sell a plot of land to the south-west of this chapel, of Amneville, Le Comte, and ;‘H,, whole of his estates in
and stipulate that the buildings to be erected thercon shall not y 3 Giuernsev to Nicholas Fouaschin, of Guernsey, merc ST
”l’,‘“'”‘* ‘l"" light of its windows. This chapel was still 1n o of \nmhnnplmx. one of the gentlemen ushers of the Household
existence in 1521. When the old house n l]i:h Street to ot “(lll\ VIII.
”',(' south of the arch was pulled down, at the beginning In 1595 Queen Elizabeth sent commissioners to (nwnm\
"'. the last century, the remains of some of the old walls to hold an (llllllll\ concerning the manors held of the Crown,
t"i the 1"]l:l[n‘l were discovered. On the northern one was and Thomas Fas <hion. then \(]umm d’/ \]]]]1‘\[”(‘. was (':IHp(l
found a """_"l”“'i“f'-“ which 18 now in the hall of Rosenheim, upon to show lr\ what tenure he held his lands. This inquiry
‘\“,'l”'“ = was the origin of the extraordinary legends that have passed
We may now glance at the history of a few of the for history concerning the manor of Anneville. Thomas

[ll'lll('llllll manors we ilil\'(' lllL‘llliUll('l{.

Fashion pm(luc ed before the commissioners what purported to




o
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he an extract from the rolls of the ]“‘\V"I'V“‘W“" of Rouen,
of the reign of William the Congueror : 1t s almost needless

to state that the I‘:\t"lw\uwr of \w'm:m‘{»\ had no existence
before the reign of Henry [., and that rolls of its proceedines
t'u\' !lu‘ ]\\«‘Hll) century even ‘IH Nnot exIst, _\1‘4'uy'\“|“1~ to Illi\

remarkable document, William the Conqueror, having heard
that Guernsey had been ravaced M)' a pirate ecalled Te
Grand Sarasin, who had established himself in *“le chateau du
Grand Sarasin,” on the site of the present Castel Church,
x]r~}ﬁl?ﬁ]pq] his Esquire, Sampson &._\I{M‘ ville, to « xpel him.,
Sampson was successful and was @iven the Manor of
Anneville. which was said to have then meluded Fief dn
Comte. as a reward. On the death of his son, Richard
d’Anneville. the manors were escheated to Robert, Count of
Mortain, the Conqueror’s step-brother, who gave them to his
Fsquire, Robert de Vere, whose son Baldwin sold them to Sir
William de Chesney.  Well, Robert, Count of Mortain, was
dead before 1100, and Sir William de Chesney was still alive
in 1261 : still E
swallowed this Hl:i‘«liﬂiwu|!) of dates without (question.

Jlizabeth’s  commissioners  seem  to have

.\1n|w\i|h»[\n\-«wl1]wvn1:11w Fashions to the Andros family in
1663, on the marriace of Charles Andros and Alice, vl:ulg'l.\rn‘x'
and heiress of Thomas Fashion, and has remained to this day
in the hands of their descendants. The old Manor House
is mentioned 1n a charter of 1350, concernine the division of
the estate of Sir William de Chesney, by which Sir Edmund
de Chesney, his eldest son, who received as his portion the
Fief du Comte, stipulates that he shall have the use of
it whenever he shall come to the island.

This manor has been looked upon as the most important
in the island, but it owes this ’)l)‘ililill more to the accident of
its having been the residence of the de Chesnevs and conse-
(IHPIIII.\ the ]n-:u] of their ])H“v“ilrll\ iII (iiixAI'll\"\. )‘:Il]lt'l'
than to any particular nobility of its tenure. for it was only
held hy petty serjeantry v»i'lilw:;dl|g‘!|x<- King’s prisoners. l

LE Fier pu ComTE.

Tﬂhi\ manor urigﬁrully\ hli(nlgwwi to the \'iVlH)Hi‘ﬁ du
Bessin, who, early in the reign of Henry I., became Earls of
f.l]P\1l'r.jllUl derives its name from this circumstance. Early
]IRTIIP reign of Henry II. it passed into the hands of Geoffrey
\\';11\«‘, whose descendants lmxu‘\w"] it, until 1240, when ”HU]I
W nlfr granted it to Baldwin de Vere, to hold of him by
service of a half a knight’s fee and the yearly payment of £6
sterling. It was one half of the <)ri;:i1n11 fief of the Vicomtes
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w]ll “l'“ill. l}h othel !!'!II 'w’: 1O :m W)w O=2eS=101 u!. T“:r -A\"llll‘.'\

of Mont St. .\lv‘*“"h so 1t wo ld seem hat the entire fief
of the Vicomtes was reckoned as knicht’s fee. In 1 2.?.1
l‘x..lwi\xihfi' \.‘M.” .‘.:wiwm" the above 1l ‘ l’»;a:ri‘\m_
sold his fief to Sir William de ( hesneyv, Willy 2y ‘i‘\wi rww.
lone CNIOA peacen | possession, ax 1 1260, th A irlru‘\‘. ol
Mont St. Michel elaimed the whole fief as overlord, pleading
th ovioimal oift ol Dok Robert [1.. 1028-1052. He died
Bortly afterwards, leaving his widow, Felicia, to continue the
L1\\~1|3I. In 1268 the Abbot V:nrux'\v*i the (e ernor, LI‘.:‘.
de Trubleville. = his dear friend,” for his counsel a advice

half the revenue of the market of * ],‘; l,v"wn lu Mane ]

which he also claimed, and should he win his cause, hall ol 'ﬂw
l‘<i"l du Comte to il”‘\’; of him Dy homage I l?w‘ I WOrids,
1]!1‘ _\]r\nﬂ !li(‘ll to i)l'ilw‘ I}\l‘ :;wlli\_f«' to !‘ Tl ‘\i‘y‘.“‘\. H'

was. however, unsuccessful, and the kine confirmed the de

(‘hesneys in the |ux\\v~\fu||xrf their lands.

Af the Assizes of 1299 and 1509, the de Chesneys were
called upon to show by what \iglll the A -W.Hl[nw} l\n‘(flwuyl|| ol
1\“‘ wreck of 1||w G| I|wa_’1vlm‘ the \\\wir 1\|:11|‘1_ :||«fv4 T]IV\‘
riecht of court [Hl'i}.‘i\ tenants, and of chase on the l\lll: S

[Fief.  Therr r||w\\ was the first of the legends which grew up

: S
aronnd this fief,.—namely, that Robert, Count ol Mortain, had

s o it to hie servants Baldwin de Viere, whose son and heln
Tl <old it to Sir William de Chesney, and that Sir William

Baldwin and the Earl had all enjoyed thes ’»vixl\“;r 5, In

face of documentary evidence <t1ll in existence, 1t 12 1ncom-
}‘I'('lu 1|\i|>it> lm\\ rm'lx a statement A'Ull” 11‘\‘.1‘ heen rlw:lrlw.

l]ll rlll (Tomte was HH by I‘nl"l \\!“4 ‘\:\1]{\ 4||‘ l;l'll\\'v.
: O \11']1411:1\ l'.mi:tw'llill.

in 1509, with the rest of his manors,
s ]

L
It remained in th PORSESSI0N of the latter's deseendants tor
century. when 1t was s 1d i 1630 by Georee

x\!n\:nwl\ of a ) 0] i . y &
Fashion to Peter Priaulx. It was wl{ 1 ﬂ 122 %ﬁ:1h.'| riaulxs

to the I Marchants, and at the begimnmn r Ol senth
century 1 Iw:|~\n‘i by 1 w:i:;v from th latter t 1 ) ][‘\\_
SONS. l'r]nllur\~vln seronenr, My, T =4:¢}N
collection of 1:1'<||!1\m‘!‘i} ts relatime to Rolls

of the Manor Court and the * [ixtente <7 or Surveys of the
manor commence in the middle of the fifteenth century
Other earlier documents referring to EFief du Comte are now
at Warwick Castle. They came into the possession 1J'llni
ancestors of the Barl of Warwick throueh the marriage 14
‘\ll l“lIH\‘t‘ “I"'\i“i' \\illl l]l«‘ ]hil't\\ Hf‘ Ilu- \\'thlllQll]r_\ <, 1n
the \i\11w~n1|1t'vlullr).

Tupper. History of Guernsey, 2nd Ed., p. 73.




80) FEUDALISM IN GUERNSEY.

From the importance of its court and other ancient
liberties. Fief du Comte was by far the most ml]mrr int mnnl-
in the island. Tt has no less than thirty-cight minor “'Hu,]”
‘]"]H'Illlvlll l)t. il_ \i/, ‘— < S

Pomare ... St. Peter’s-in-the=-Wood
Rozel ... VYale.

[.a (Court A

(- , { ( :1]1-].
Grantée L

Longue [ (S S ;
Fouqués . el ke DAVAOH LS
Bequepée ... o

Au Crochon : l ” ,
Nt Mitice Pierre du Bois.
Huchon I

(Gouie ... St. Saviour’s.

Des Cherfs...
(‘obois
Bellenzére
Grangier
I’w\ungm-.\'
[’ Ecachier ...
],H(IHI\
Saumier et Gatels
Des Feuvres
De la Landelle
Des Queux...
Des Forgiers
Moullinets ...
Canviére

Au 1’)!'('1()!1
Cleres de I'Exée ... )
Mauxconvenants

Hillaive ... .. .. >t Saviow’s,
Trois Vattiaux
Du Quartier du C amp Rouf’
Au Carpentier
l\()]u rt (rosse Im
Richard de Nermont |
Du Qll:ll'!l(-l des Goubies... [ Vale.
Du Camp des Hais
Richard de la Felie
Dame Alianor

In addition t

held the fiefs of 1

to lln'\v the Seigneurs du Comte formerly
e Groignet, Videclin, and Carte ret, Castel ;
asLel
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Beuval. St. Peter’s-in-the-Wood ;: Bruniaux, St. Martin’s ;

Bruniaux de Nermont, St. George and Le Canelly, but only
the first three were dependencies of Fief du Comte, the

remainder being distinet fiefs.
QATUSMAREZ MANOR, ST. MARTIN'S.

The ancient name of this manor was “le fief de Jer-
bourg.”  From a letter whic h has very recently come to light
in the Patent Rolls of 1230, it seems to have rl'lu”rull n 1]10
twelfth century to the great Norman family of de Barneville.
At the commencement of the following century it had
descended to an heiress, Nicholaa de Barneville, wife of
Maurice de Luey, probably a relative of Geoffrey de Luey,
Warden of the Isles, 1206-7 and 1224-26. Maurice was
killed during an invasion nl (yuernsey in the reign ui' John,
and his estates fell to the Crown tlmmu the minority of his
heir.. On the 27th J:lml;n_\, 1230, * the king restores to
Jordan de Luecy (in another letter called de Barneville) T son
of Maurice de Lucy, his father’s and mother’s lands of
Jerbourg ((zereburg). How it passed into the possession of
the de Sausmarez 18 not known, }m“i]\l} l»_\ Ill:ll‘l'.l:lg'w with a
de Barneville heiress. Anyway, in a King's Writ of the
year 1319, relative to proc edings of Placita de quo Waranto
('Hll(‘l‘]‘]li[t"' Matthew de Sausmarez’ llf_'hl.\ on his fief of
Jerbourg, it is stated that his father \]‘11111\'\\. and grandfather
Nicholas, had enjoyed the manor and all its privileges before
him §.

The manor was held, as already stated, by grand serjeantry
of acting as the third butler to the king when he should visit
the island, also by homage, relief. and suit of court at the
three Chief Pleas.

In the sixteenth century Sausmarez Manor passed to the
Andros family by marriage in 1542 of Judith, daughter and
heiress of Thomas de Sausmarez, with John Andros, of Nor-
thamptonshire, who came to Gruernsey with the Governor, Sir
Peter Meutis. About the middle of the eighteenth century M.
Charles Andros sold it to Mr. John de Sausmarez, a descendant
of a junior branch of its former owners.

LA Rure FRrRAIRIE, ST. ANDREW’S.

The name of this manor is a corruption of La Refrerie
which belonged in the 13th and 14th centuries to the Abbey
of La Croix Saint Leufroy, near Evreux. Through some

*Cal: Pat: Rolls, 14 Henry IIL., p. 282.
t{ Cal: Pat: Rolls, 15 Henry IIL., p. 514.
t Record Office, Exch. Accts. Bundle 89. No. 8.
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inexplicable cause not only has its name become most har-
barously (mlnplul but an imaginary Abhot of La Rue
Frairie has disposse wwsed the Abbot of Loneues from the
list of Seigneurs owing sutt at the Court of Chief Pleas
and consequently the Abbot of l.a Croix Saint Leufroy

virtually figures twice over. At the Assizes held in 1304
the Abbot of La Croix St. Lieunfroy was sued for failing
to ]nll(illll his duties in connection with this manor :mn
by an III‘;III\IIIHI\ then held 1t appears that he was hound

to ](l'<‘]' monks at La Refrerie ’:1]»'i'| Refreria) in the ]r;ll'i\h
of St. Andrew’s to say masses for the souls of “our lord
the king, hiz ancestors and successors.”  T'he smit ended in
:l ('11111[']‘Hl|xi~<‘. th A bbot }Hill'_' \w!'mﬁtlrl to let his l:xlu]\

1 Guernsey for a ar, and was excused the sayving of the
masses on payment uf 100 sols tournois to the kino.

Another reference to this manor i1s to be found in the
accounts of John des Roches, Governor of the Isles, 1327-1330,
as follows :—labe de la referie (corrected to 'abé de la
Croes) a une priort¢ a Saint André et 1 doivet estre moignez
residens et chantez III messes checune semaine en la —<!itv
eglise por le roi dengletere et fera anumones. 8

The correction of *“1'ahé de la frerie” to “I’'abé de la
Croes” 1s instructive as it oives a 1[»“«1’.']“ clue to the oriein
()f our mmlm'n e _I/l‘/u' de la /)’/// /'./'///-/',r'/_u ;|])\| iY \\l!']]l] \(.'w]”

to indicate that the Abbot of Lia Croix Saint Leufrov was
locally called I'Abbé de la Refrerie as early as the 14th
century. '

At the Inquest held 1248 it is recorded that the Abbot
of La Croix Saint Leufroy held three carucates of land
by service of keeping the king’s prisoners.

) .'l‘lu' charters of this Abbey are now in the Bibliothéque
Nationale, Paris. but as far as I am aware they have never
been examined by our local historians. It is liuilw possible
that much interesting matter concerning the Abbey’s Guernsey
fief might be found in them. ' -

THE GREAT METEOR OF FEBRUARY 22xb, 1909.

BY MR. B. T. ROWSWELL.

Resipexts in the Channel Islands, in common with the
dwellers along the south coast of Kngland and the north
of France, were }n'i\il«»«_’vwl to enjoy a maonificent view of the
oreat Meteor of Monday eve ning, February 22nd, and of the
lunw—h\ul trail of hight it left behind. Iad the phenomenon
oceurred with an overeast sky we should have missed what
Mre. W. F. Denning, of Brictol. the celebrated observer of
comets and meteors has described as ¢ the meteorie \}u't't:n'[t‘
of a g‘wnwr:uliun.“ But as it fortunately happene d the weather
Was |1~~x'1'w" for the observation of celestial phenomena ; we
were pa“mvv Iin‘ull'_"ll H ~|ol|“h illl mterve 1| uf !l(\lh”(‘\\ (1|\~

in fact the 22nd was the fifth successive day of unbroken
~\m\|\mw cach of which five days was followed by a clear
starlight night.  On the evening in question a very licht E.
l»rww/r iu'r\-:i'mi and the moon, a delicate crescent less than
two and a half \:|'\ s old, !:1‘\ low in the S.W. \l\'\.

The regrettable thing of course in connection with the
passage of meteors is that the time of their visibility cannot be
foretold. IEeclipses of the sun and moon are predicted to
the second, every movement of the |||ntt~ among the starry
host is charted long before, and H((ll] tations of stars 1)\
1]1!‘ moon can bhe lfllilll:llf"l years iH :l*l\:mm- l‘ Ilw'('\‘ml].\.
but the day and hour on which a magnificent meteor will
flash Iln'nu;h our l\\ no man knoweth or can venture to
p]'mlix't. Without the slichtest warning of its :1]r]:|'->:u']1 the
celestial visitor s 1n our midst, and before we have time
to realize the fact it is gone—streak and all as a rule.

The most that astronomers can do 1in connection with
shooting stars 1s to say that on certain days of the year
the earth, in its revolution round the sun, 1s likely to
encounter a larger number of these little bodies than at other
times. so that a careful watch on these well-known dates
mav result in something out of the ordinary being seen—
I)m:h:l}».\' a shower of fiery trails, or. it may be, a large
meteor. Owing to the fact that these several known meteor

[1909].






