Is a Basenji Right for You?
A Guide to Understanding the Unique and Wonderful World of Basenjis

Thank you for taking the time to learn more about Basenjis. This guide will help you decide if
this rare and intelligent breed is the right fit for your family. Basenjis are not like typical dogs—
they’re a unique blend of cleverness, independence, and comedy that’s earned them the
nickname “the barkless dog.” But don’t be fooled. What they lack in vocal cords, they more than
make up for in personality.

A Glimpse into Their Roots: The African Barkless Hunter

The Basenji is one of the oldest and most primitive dog breeds in the world, with roots tracing
back to ancient Egypt and the central African Congo region. They were prized by African tribes
for their agility, silent hunting abilities, and keen sight and scent tracking. These dogs worked
closely with humans to flush game into nets, and images of Basenji-like dogs have even been
found in ancient cave paintings and pharaoh tombs.

Their unique larynx shape is what makes them incapable of barking in the traditional sense.
Instead, they "yodel" or make other unusual vocalizations, adding to their charm and quirkiness.

Important Basenji Considerations: Not for the Faint of Heart

Basenijis are full of energy and instinct—and that instinct is to chase anything that moves.
Whether it’s a squirrel, cat, or jogger, if it runs, they’re going after it. For that reason:

¢ Never allow a Baseniji off-leash unless in a securely fenced area.
e Many Basenjis have darted out open doors or windows, and some have been hit by cars.
¢ They can even jump or climb fences, so your yard must be “Basenji-proof.”

To help them stay balanced and well-behaved, Basenjis need space to run freely several times a
week. Once their energy is released, they’re calm, cuddly, and far less mischievous at home.

Health and Genetic Testing

While Basenijis are generally healthy, they are prone to certain genetic conditions, including:
e Fanconi Syndrome (kidney disorder)
e Progressive Retinal Atrophy (eye degeneration)

All of our parent dogs are DNA-tested to ensure puppies are not at risk of developing these
diseases. You can also visit OFA.org for more on Basenji-specific statistics and health screenings.



Additionally, some Basenjis may have umbilical hernias—most are harmless but should be
monitored. Dew claw removal is becoming less common, and some breeders leave them intact.
Monthly nail and dew claw checks are a must.

Basenjis are prone to skin sensitivities and may develop allergies to scented detergents or
soaps. We recommend hypoallergenic, fragrance-free products.

Preparing for Puppy Life: What to Expect

Bringing a Basenji puppy home is similar to bringing home a newborn—it requires patience,
consistency, and lots of love.

e They may cry for the first few weeks, missing their littermates.
¢ The first month at home will shape their personality for life.
e Crate training or a safe “puppy zone” is essential for both your sanity and their safety.

Don’t let their small size fool you. They can and will chew everything if left unattended. This
includes cords, remotes, furniture, socks, toilet paper, and even batteries. Provide safe chew
toys and discourage bad habits with patience.

Training and Socialization
Basenjis are smart—and they’ll train you if you’re not careful. We strongly recommend:
e Puppy obedience classes (Petco and PetSmart offer great options)
e Positive reinforcement only—never harsh punishment
e Use code words like “treat” to encourage crate time
e Reward them when quiet, not when whining, to avoid teaching bad habits
Potty Training Made Easy (Usually)
Basenjis are naturally clean and often quick to housetrain. Tips include:
o Take them out after waking, eating, and playing.
e Expect a puppy to hold it for roughly one hour per month of age.
¢ Some Basenjis hate rain—a covered potty area helps.
o If you work long hours, consider litter training with non-toxic litter.
Nipping and Chewing: The Teething Terror Phase

Like all puppies, Basenjis explore with their mouths. It’s important to curb nipping early.



Say “ouch!” loudly like a littermate would.

Swap your hand for a chew toy.

Gently inspect their mouth when they nip.

Never hit a Basenji—they’ll take it as a challenge.
Use time-outs and calm redirection instead. They respond beautifully to consistency.
Choosing the Right Toys
Avoid anything with small parts, strings, squeakers, or buttons. Stick to:
e USA-made knuckle bones
e Heavy-duty rubber toys
e Tough chews that don’t splinter
Yard Safety: Expect the Unexpected
Basenjis can jump fences like deer or climb chain link like squirrels. Solutions include:
e No-climb expanded metal fencing
e No-dig bars or buried fence bases
e Solid fencing or close-pattern wire that can't be climbed
We recommend K9KennelStore.com for safe outdoor play areas.
Dog Park Safety Tips
Dog parks can be risky. We suggest:
e Always have updated vaccinations
e Visit small dog sides if separated
e Keep your Basenji leashed for introductions
o Never get between fighting dogs—use sprays or noisemakers
Some owners prefer private playdates over dog parks to avoid injuries.
Why People Fall in Love with Basenjis

Despite all their quirks, Basenjis are incredibly lovable. Here’s why so many say they’d never
own another breed:



¢ They clean themselves like cats

¢ No “dog smell” and very low shedding

e They’re quiet (but hilarious when they “talk”)

e Goofy sleeping positions and expressive eyes

e Use their paws like hands, playfully pouncing and interacting
They’re clever, clean, clownish, and completely unforgettable.
Final Thoughts

Basenijis aren’t for everyone—but for the right family, they’re a once-in-a-lifetime companion.
Thank you for taking the time to learn more about them and exploring whether one of these
special pups might be a match for your home and heart.

If you have any questions, don’t hesitate to reach out.

Warmly,
Susan
https://basenjipuppyadoption.com/
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