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QUITE DIIMFIERENTLY IN TENNESSIEE

Tennessee Hold’Em® Poker is a unique take on a true classic that has only recently received a patent solidifying both its
inventiveness and originality. Its creator, Scott Hill, sat down with Jake Graves for an exclusive interview.

Starting off, Scott Hill identified the most glaring problem he
had found in the Texas and Omaha iterations of Poker - the
absurdly high percentage of folding. This is an issue that

has been evident as a wide array of studies have reported.

Due to this, it's unsurprising that these games lack sufficient
inclusivity, damaging their ability to keep players fully engaged
mentally and leading to too much “downtime” where players are
waiting for a decent hand.

Keeping this in mind, Scott set his sights on creating an innovative
new form of the famed card contest that solved this issue
specifically. Explaining that, under close analysis of Poker's most
popular form, Texas Hold Em, it is clear that over 60% of hole card
combinations are unplayable.

"No wonder Texas Hold Em has the lowest participation
percentage of all casino games!"”

Taking this into consideration, Tennessee Hold’Em® Poker adds
phases to the sequence of dealing. Thus the first 2 hole cards do
not necessarily determine the playability of the hand. Scott's new
form of poker cards may also be discarded which are revealed
before the round is concluded, adding another layer of table
action, which requires close observation and strategic thought.

More players have higher ranking hands than in its traditional
counterparts - meaning that it is more likely that there will

be an abundance of tangible competition when every hand
reaches the showdown.

"Tennessee Hold'Em® was never intended to undermine
current Poker competitions. In fact, it is specifically targeted
to expand the market."”

Seeking to negate poorer aspects of the Texas game, Scott
explains that he wanted to minimise chip-bullying and eliminate
side pots found in traditional forms of Poker, by creating a
progressive betting system with fast moving table action,
increasing player participation and mental concentration.

The "Tennessee Hold'Em® Poker Tournaments” patented
"Overdrawn Chips" (ODC) system gives players a last chance
to recover when they go “all-in" by maintaining the cumulative
nature of the single pot for every hand.

When discussing the granting of the Tennessee Hold'Em® Poker
patent, Scott explained why it was a million to 1 long shot. “Top
Patent lawyers all told me it couldn’t be done... Patents are almost
always granted as a result of case law, which consists of previous
landmark judgements.”

To over simplify, previous judgements had ruled all new 52 card
based games were “Abstract ideas”. The Supreme Court ruled
that “purely conventional steps” associated with the physical act
of playing cards do not “supply a sufficiently inventive concept.”
Therefore, new multiplayer Poker variants were considered
"verboten" by specialist patent lawyers.

"Convinced that Tennessee Hold'Em® Poker could disrupt the
industry in a positive way, | decided to prosecute the patent
myself. No one wanted the job! There were many setbacks. The
application was rejected several times. After the Final Action, | had
one last chance to resubmit and prove the patent’s worth... To my
amazement, though | was contesting the judgement, my examiner
actually agreed that the entire system holds societal benefits

for everyone involved.”
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players. Drawing similarities to individuals who practise other
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players tangibly improve their results. .

Ever exuberant about his innovation, Scott showed great
enthusiasm when describing the assistance and support he
has received on his momentous journey to Tennessee Hold
'Em®’s landmark patent.

He cites the annual conferences available in his hometown,
London, where ICE and iGB at the Excel Centre were essential to
getting the ball rolling. Michael Caselli, the founder of iGB, has also
been a great supporter of Scott's skill based gaming concepts,
recognising him with an award at iGB's Amsterdam event for
“Solitaire of the Gods", an application that highlights Scott's skill
based ideas for iGaming, and, unlike slots, is especially attractive
to female players, for more inclusive competition.

He would also recall attending an edition of SIGMA's European
Summit on the Mediterranean shores of Malta where he
encountered the group's founder, Eman Pulis, “who has given

: me (him) fantastic encouragement and advice which has been
@ i essential to getting Tennessee Hold'Em® launched!"
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