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Note: Unless otherwise stated, photographs in 
this issue of The Call were taken by Elks mem-
bers as well as Lodge #174 Photographer Rich-
ard Beatty. 
 

NUMBERS TO REMEMBER 
 

 

Exalted Ruler………………………..….253-272-1117 

Lodge and Lodge Secretary.………..…..253-272-1117 

Membership……………...………….….253-272-1117 

Reservations and Banquets………..…....253-272-1117 

Golf Course (Pro-Shop)……...….…..….253-627-7211 

Barber Shop……………………….……253-393-6672 

Fax ……………………………….…….253-272-1303 

Lodge E-Mail………… tacoma.elks@tacomaelks.com 

Web Address……....…….….….www.tacomaelks.com 

The Urban Elk Restaurant.. 253-343-6090 

 

 
PLEASE OBSERVE THE FOLLOWING DEADLINE 

 
 

 

       “The Call”         copy deadline 20th of the month  

 
MEMBERSHIP ROLL INFORMATION 

Beginning Membership Total 04/01/2024           762 

Initiated Since Then               11 

Reinstatements                                   3 

Incoming Transfers                                                     0 

REMOVED FROM ROLLS AT MEMBERS’ OWN REQUEST       

Dropped                                                   1 

Transferred Out                1 

Absolute Dimits                           0 

Deceased                 3   

Calculated Membership Total            771 

 
RECRUITING/LAPSATION INFORMATION 

Number of Membership Applications on Hand           4  

Number of Reinstatement Applications on Hand         0 

Number of Transfer Applications on Hand     0 
  
  

Call (253) 272-1117 

 

Information Page . . . 
 

The Elks CALL, a publication of 
E. 

2013 S. Cedar Street 
Tacoma, WA  98405 

P.O Box 11008 
Tacoma, WA 98411-0015 
Telephone: 253-272-1117 

 
 

Published Monthly 
THE CALL Editor: Lee Frankie 

lee@tacomaelks.com 

 
2025-2026  LODGE OFFICERS 

 

 

Exalted Ruler..……….……….......…PER Gil Mendoza 
Leading Knight…………..…..........…...David Glenn 
Loyal Knight…………….......................Gary Schwartz 
Lecturing Knight…….........……..….....  
Secretary…...………...…….……….....PER Lee Frankie 
Treasurer…..…….….………….….…..Patricia Kennedy 
Tiler……………………..………. 
Esquire........…………….….……….….Paul Christel 
Asst. Esquire …………………………..Dave Christel 
Chaplain…….……....………….… 
Inner Guard………..………................. .Ross Roden 
Elks Pianist……………...…….……Beverley Dallman 

 
 
 

Board of Directors: Comprised of the 

Four Chair Officers + the Five Trustees Listed Below  
 

 

Michael Portman…………..……..……....Trustee 1 yr. 
 Eric Gilson ..………..……….............…..Trustee 2 yr. 
 Yvonne White ………   ……… ….…….Trustee 3 yr. 

 .   

 PER Melody Kennedy..……………....…Trustee 4 yr. 
 Nancy Guthrie……………………….…..Trustee 5 yr 

         
COB of Directors: Melody Kennedy 

 
 

Board of Directors Elks/Allenmore:  
Comprised of the 

Four Elected Officers   
 

   Gil Mendoza   Melody Kennedy  David Glenn  Eric Gilson 
 

Three Members At-Large   
 

Paul Christel   Dean Mazzuca Nancy Guthrie 

 President/COB of Elks/Allenmore:  Gil  Mendoza 

 
 
 

 

 Past Exalted Rulers’ Association           

PER President James Krager 
PER Secretary Lee Frankie 



                                                                                                                             

 

 

 

A  Message From  

Our Exalted Ruler 

 
  Happy June my Elks Family.  As we begin our entrance into summer, and brighter weather, I want to take the time 
to highlight a bright star in our midst.   
  Azalea Snowmassara is our Bright Shining Star for Tacoma Elks #174. She is a 13-year-old, 8th grade student in 
our local School District (Tacoma). She is the Student Body President and attends Hilltop Heritage Middle School.  
Why is she OUR shining STAR?  Because she took the time and interest to enter our annual Elks Americanism Essay 
competition, and not only took 1st place for our Lodge, and 1st place for all Washington State Elks; (LOUD drum 
role) she also captured FIRST PLACE, as her essay worked its way up through the Elks Grand Lodge competition. 
Yes, She Is our National Champion!  
  Every Year Grand Lodge provides a “prompt,” to which students may write an essay for judging at the local, (and if 
successful) state, (and if more successful) national levels. This year’s prompt was “What Does Patriotism Mean To 
Me?” At the National level there were 41 states that participated and over 40,000 essays submitted for all grade level 
divisions. 
  It is fitting we have and acknowledge our Champion, Azalea, immediately after celebrating Memorial Day, and the 
many men and women who made the ultimate sacrifice to preserve our way of life here in America, and those who 
served in the armed forces as patriots of our great country.  There is more. From the hearts, and minds, and expres-
sions of our youth come the words to which we must harken and pay close attention.  Azalea’s essay follows: 
  William McKinley once said, “Strong hearts and helpful hands are needed, and, fortunately, we have them in every 
part of our beloved country.” Despite the fact this was stated over 100 years ago, I believe it to be true today. In my 
opinion, there are still many people all over our country who represent patriotism on a daily basis. Patriotism is the 
action of caring for, representing, taking pride in, and respecting your country as well as the people who live there.  
  Often, patriotism is defined as being devoted to one’s country by embracing the flag or anthem, knowing its history, 
or being prepared to go to war for your country. While all this is true, patriotism to me is more than that; it’s being 
able to recognize when something is flawed and do something about it. You can do this by volunteering at a food 
drive or homeless shelter, planting trees, supporting local events, even going to the farmers market or buying local is 
an act of patriotism. 
  I believe if you are patriotic, it’s a way of telling people you are here and you are ready to help, despite the circum-
stances or obstacle to overcome. One of the easiest forms of patriotism is the acceptance of differences. Something as 
simple as making a new friend, embracing other’s flaws, and treating all people as equals can help to unify a commu-
nity and strengthen a nation. 
  I believe that patriotism is the heart of any nation; with its ability to bring together family and community, help in-
dividuals overcome personal challenges through communal aid, and show that a nation’s people care. Patriotism isn’t 
what it used to be, but to me it’s more important than ever. 
 
Work Cited 
 
William McKinley – March 4, 1901: Second Inaugural Address|Miller Center 
 
 
Azalea’s gifted teacher, Tanya Waller, and mom, Michaela Snowmassara, seem to be living what their child prodigy 
has put forth so eloquently. Children say what they have learned and know. We are blessed within our community. 
May all of our children have the opportunity to blossom so beautifully, as the flowers we will enjoy this season. 
 
ER gil 
 

 

Gil Mendoza 
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                    From the Desk of . . .  

Lodge Secretary  

Lee Frankie 
 
 
   
  As you can see in this news letter there are many activities happening in June.   
 There will be bands playing in the Urban Elk Restaurant on Saturday nights. The 
ABBAGraphs will be performing and we will have an Art / Garden Show on Sunday 
June 8th. Wednesday June 11th will be the Annual Flag Day Presentation in the 
Lodge Room. There will not be a regular Lodge Meeting on this evening, but an open 
meeting for Elks and non-Elks to attend. This service includes interesting               
information about our countries flags. 
We are planning more fun activities that will be starting soon. 
  If you are having issues with receiving your Membership card please let the office 
know.  If you have paid your dues and there seems to be an issue, again please let 
us know. If you haven’t paid your dues, now is a Great time to get this                   
accomplished. 
  We have some yearly lockers available in the Men’s shower room. 
 
  Stop by the Lodge Office to say hello. 
    
Fraternally & Respectfully, 
 

       Lee 

           
 

 
     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you are currently Serving in the military, or a Veteran we would like 
your information for a slideshow to honor them, 

Please send your : 
 ( Name / Years as a an Elk Member / Branch of Service / Picture ) 

 
Email their info to : buddyaladino@gmail.com  
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Valencia Jackson receives her Three Meeting Pin. 

Esquire Paul Christel with new Member Justin Givens, 
Justin has his Three Meeting Pin. 
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THOMAS A. BALERUD  
ATTORNEY AT LAW 
417 South G Street 
Tacoma, WA 98405 

T: 253-573-1111 
 
Helping car accident victims for 33 
years 
Active Lodge #174.  Member for 11 
years  
 

           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                   
 

 

           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



                                                                                                                             

 

 
This is where you should be  

 
Wednesday Nights. 

 

PM Lodge Meeting 
Have fun with all your Elk friends 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                  
The  

Crying Towel 
 

Members names drawn for 
the Jackpot 

Not Present to win $100.00 
 

5/07/2025 Andrew Taylor  
 5/14/2025 Miranda Sellman 
 5/21/2025  Edmond Richards 
    

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wanted 

Pool Players for the Tuesday Pool League 

Men and Women all levels of ability 

Come and have fun 

Contact :  Wayne Leslie  253-370–5162 

                  Bob Warren    253-564-7899 
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Saturday Game Night 
 

Remember to come to the Tacoma 
Lodge’s Sports Bar on Saturday  

evenings.  There are various things 
for you to do and play.  We are here 

to have fun. 

 
 
 
 

 

Check out the Allenmore  

PRO SHOP 

Many items to look at. 

 

Schedule a round of golf and 

Enjoy talking to the  

professionals. 

Need a Good Book to Read? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Need a Good Book to Read? 
 

Members, don’t forget the Elks have a small col-

lection of books to borrow for your reading 
pleasure.  The bookcases full of books can be 
found downstairs in the Club area.  Donations of 

books are always welcome. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
If you haven’t paid your dues, now is a 
great time so you can join in the fun. 



                                                                                                                             

 

 

Come to Bingo on Monday Nights at the Elks 

 Play Bingo at the Tacoma Elks. 

How about joining the Bingo family on Monday nights. Bring your family and friends 
and fill a table for fun and laughter! Maybe you will be the lucky one to win a big      
payout. You can purchase your Bingo cards starting at 6 pm with Bingo starting at 7 pm, 
and ending by 9 pm. Each strip contains 3 Bingo cards and each strip costs $2.00.  If 
you want to play every game and buy a Power Ball ticket, it costs $17.00. By playing 
Bingo, you help our lodge and our charities such as ENF, Tall Elks, Veterans, and other 
local causes.  Thanks to all who play and volunteer their time to help out.  By playing 
Bingo, you help us make charitable donations.   
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Planning your Summer Garden? 

 
 
 

WSU Gardening Publications 
 

Interested in learning more about something in your garden? WSU has publications you might 
find helpful or at least interesting. There is no charge for most documents you can download 
on your computer or phone.  Check them out at WSU Extension Publications at :               
https://pubs.extension.wsu.edu/gardening    

 

 
  
 Please don’t litter.  Help keep the Tacoma Elks Lodge’s grounds free of 
cans, bottles, cigar and cigarette butts, loose paper, etc. by placing your 
waste in one of our disposal receptacles.  If you see trash on the ground, 
please help us by picking it up and placing it in one of the disposal  

receptacles.  Your cooperation is sincerely appreciated . 
 
 

https://pubs.extension.wsu.edu/gardening


                                                                                                                             

 

 

 

 
 

Funtimers meet the second Wednesday of the Month   
 
  

Funtimers are seniors, but anyone can join us, who meet for lunch and 
card playing in the Urban Elk Restaurant once a month.  Take time to 
join us and enjoy lunch and maybe a few laughs. Wednesday, June 11th is 

our next luncheon. Come join us and introduce yourself.  We meet about 
11:45 to beat the lunch crowd. Enjoy lunch and then play the card 
game “31” if you want to stay.  It costs 3 quarters to play in the game 
and you might go home with everyone else’s quarters! It’s a fun way to 
spend an hour or two. We teach those who do not know how to play 
“31” and it is easy to learn.  
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BLOOD DRIVE 
 
 

Tacoma Elks Lodge 
June 29th 

10 AM—2 P)M 
 

 
More information to follow. 
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TACOMA ELKS LODGE #174 
P. O. Box 11008 
Tacoma, Washington   98411-0015 

 

Come play Bingo every  
Monday at 7:00 p.m. at the 
Lodge!  The more people, 
The bigger the pot! 

Cash prizes for every 
game!  Card sales 
begin at 6:00 p.m.  
Come have some fun! 


