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Note: Unless otherwise stated, photographs in 
this issue of The Call were taken by Elks mem-
bers as well as Lodge #174 Photographer Rich-
ard Beatty. 
 

NUMBERS TO REMEMBER 
 

 

Exalted Ruler………………………..….253-272-1117 

Lodge and Lodge Secretary.………..…..253-272-1117 

Membership……………...………….….253-272-1117 

Reservations and Banquets………..…....253-272-1117 

Golf Course (Pro-Shop)……...….…..….253-627-7211 

Barber Shop……………………….……253-393-6672 

Fax ……………………………….…….253-272-1303 

Lodge E-Mail………… tacoma.elks@tacomaelks.com 

Web Address……....…….….….www.tacomaelks.com 

The Urban Elk Restaurant.. 253-343-6090 

 

 
PLEASE OBSERVE THE FOLLOWING DEADLINE 

 
 

 

       “The Call”         copy deadline 20th of the month  

 
MEMBERSHIP ROLL INFORMATION 

Beginning Membership Total 04/01/2024           761 

Initiated Since Then               47 

Reinstatements                                   9 

Incoming Transfers                                                     4 

REMOVED FROM ROLLS AT MEMBERS’ OWN REQUEST       

Dropped                                                   6 

Transferred Out                2 

Absolute Dimits                           0 

Deceased                15   

Calculated Membership Total            788 

 
RECRUITING/LAPSATION INFORMATION 

Number of Membership Applications on Hand           7  

Number of Reinstatement Applications on Hand         0 

Number of Transfer Applications on Hand     0 
  
  

Call (253) 272-1117 

 

Information Page . . . 
 

The Elks CALL, a publication of 
E. 

2013 S. Cedar Street 
Tacoma, WA  98405 

P.O Box 11008 
Tacoma, WA 98411-0015 
Telephone: 253-272-1117 

 
 

Published Monthly 
THE CALL Editor: Lee Frankie 

lee@tacomaelks.com 

 
2025-2026  LODGE OFFICERS 

 

 

Exalted Ruler..……….……….......…PER Gil Mendoza 
Leading Knight…………..…..........…...David Glenn 
Loyal Knight…………….......................Gary Schwartz 
Lecturing Knight…….........……..…..... Vivian Rody 
Secretary…...………...…….……….....PER Lee Frankie 
Treasurer…..…….….………….….…..Patricia Kennedy 
Tiler……………………..……………..Jeannie Sutton 
Esquire........…………….….……….….Paul Christel 
Asst. Esquire …………………………..Dave Christel 
Chaplain…….……....………….… 
Inner Guard………..………................. .Ross Roden 
Elks Pianist……………...…….……Beverley Dallman 

 
 

Board of Directors: Comprised of the 

Four Chair Officers  + Lodge Secretary and Treasurer 

+ the Five Trustees Listed Below  
 

 

Michael Portman…………..……..……....Trustee 1 yr. 
 Eric Gilson ..………..……….............…..Trustee 2 yr. 
 Yvonne White ………   ……… ….…….Trustee 3 yr. 

 .   

 PER Melody Kennedy..……………....…Trustee 4 yr. 
 Nancy Guthrie……………………….…..Trustee 5 yr 

         
COB of Directors: Melody Kennedy 

 
 

Board of Directors Elks/Allenmore:  
Comprised of the 

Four Elected Officers   
 

   Gil Mendoza   Melody Kennedy  David Glenn  Eric Gilson 
 

Three Members At-Large   
 

Paul Christel   Dean Mazzuca Nancy Guthrie 

 President/COB of Elks/Allenmore:  Gil  Mendoza 

 
 
 

 

 Past Exalted Rulers’ Association           

PER President James Krager 
PER Secretary Lee Frankie 



                                                                                                                             

 

 

 

A  Message From Our Exalted Ruler 

   
 

  Happy February - the Love Month - my Elks Sisters and Brothers. There are so many 
ways to show love; to others and yourself. It is said that anything you do which leaves 
you with a warm, centered fulfillment is said to manifest love in some way; some more 
than others, and those with another person proffered as most powerful. I offer a         
universal example befitting each and all of us. 
  Of all sad things we tell ourselves, the saddest is, “I didn’t make the most of the       
occasion.” We go to say goodbye; an old friend comes to see us; somebody does us a 
kindness; we have an argument; we meet a new acquaintance; and somehow, we do not 
do justice to the moment. 
  Afterward we try to imagine that we did. We make believe. We hear ourselves saying 
all the things we should have said; but then it is too late. The most we can do in the   
circumstances is to resolve that the next time .... The next time, we say, will be          
different. Yet, the danger is just as great that the next time, too, we shall fail. 
  People cannot see into the future (mostly), and so we should not lament too much our 
failures to realize what moments mean before they are remembered. But there is one 
thing we can do, and the happiest people (and I dare state, the most loving) are those 
who do it to the limit of their ability. 
  We can be completely present. We can be ALL THERE! We can control the tendency 
of our minds to wander from the situation we are in toward yesterday, toward tomorrow, 
toward something we have forgotten, toward some other place we are going next. It is 
hard to do this, but it is harder to understand afterward wherein it was we fell so short. 
It was where and when we ceased to give our entire attention to the person, the          
opportunity, before us. Those who have fewest regrets are those who take each moment 
as it comes for all that it is worth. It will never come again, likely, for worse or better. It 
is ours alone in this sense. We can make it what we will.   
  Storm Jameson (1891-1986), a prolific British novelist and activist, who helped many 
refugee writers escape Nazi-occupied Europe, stated “Only one person in a thousand 
knows the trick of really living in the present.” When you can, you are showing love 
to yourself, and to others. By being “all there,” you are facilitating your shared destiny 
to its greatest potential, and creating exponential opportunity in moving from simply a 
full life to a fulfilled life. Love to each and all of you! 
 
 
 

ER gil 
 
 

 

Gil Mendoza 
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                    From the Desk of . . .  

Lodge Secretary  
 

Lee Frankie 
 
 
   
    
We  are definitely in the busy time of year in the Tacoma Elks Lodge. The Office 
Staff is compiling many reports and working with the Membership records. 
 At this time we should all be thinking about what can I do for the Lodge. There are 
many committees and projects that need additional Member assistance This may be 
the time to consider being a Lodge Officer. Lodge Officers take some time to work 
with their positions, however the personal rewards are unlimited. Lets strive to 
make our Lodge efficient and a fun place to be a Member.  

  
    Fraternally & Respectfully,      

  Lee 

 

           
 

 
     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



                                                                                                                             

 

 

 

 

 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
  

   January Initiates 
 
 

Lisa Campbell, Kaylynn Poplawski,  
Dennis Early, Thomas Russell -Tutty, 

Brian Lawson, Barbara Ludke,  
Cheri Finnegan & Robin Dittmann 



  PAGE 6    

 

 

 

Every Member makes a difference to the Elks 
February is a month of love—and for the Benevolent and Pro-
tective Order of Elks, it’s also a time of           celebration. On 
February 16, we mark 158 years of   service, generosity, and 
dedication to our communities. 
 
Guided by Grand Exalted Ruler Bryan Klatt’s call to Be The 
Difference and the Elks National Foundation’s  mission of 
building stronger communities, we honor the spirit of Elkdom 
that has carried us through the decades. 
 
From scholarships for students to aid for veterans and support 
for neighbors in need, our work reflects the love and care we 
celebrate this season. 
 
Every Member makes a difference. Each new face strengthens 
our foundation, expands our reach, and ensures that Elkdom 
remains a vibrant force for good. To keep that heartbeat 
strong, it is vital that every candidate is initiated before March 
31 so that your Lodge can achieve a membership gain. Growth 
not only secures our future but also opens the door to fresh 
ideas, new opportunities, and greater ways to serve. 
 
This February, let’s celebrate love, legacy, and growth by 
choosing to Be The Difference. Whether through a kind act, 
welcoming a new Member, or joining a Lodge event, every ef-
fort keeps Elkdom thriving. Here’s to 158 years of service, 
love, and the enduring spirit of Elkdom!  
 
This article  can be located at Elks.Org in the Membership area. 
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THOMAS A. BALERUD  
ATTORNEY AT LAW 
417 South G Street 
Tacoma, WA 98405 

T: 253-573-1111 
 
Helping car accident victims for 33 
years 
Active Lodge #174.  Member for 11 
years  
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This is where you should be  
On Wednesday Nights. 
 7 PM Lodge Meeting 

Have fun with all your Elk friends 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                  
The  

Crying Towel 
 

Members names drawn for the 
Jackpot 

Not Present to win $100.00 
 

01/ 07/ 2026  Gary Meigs 
01/14/2026   
01/21/2026    Tom S Nelson 

01/28/2026 Ronald Hakanson  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wanted 

Pool Players for a Pool League 

Men and Women all levels of ability 

Come and have fun 

Contact :  Wayne Leslie  253-370–5162 

                  Bob Warren    253-564-7899 



                                                                                                                             

 

 
 

Saturday Game Night 
 

Remember to come to the  
Tacoma Lodge’s  “Member’s  Only 

Area”  on  Saturday evenings.  There 
are various things for you to do and 

play.  We are here to have fun. 

  Stop by  The Rack as well. 
 
 
 

 

Check out the Allenmore  

PRO SHOP 

Many items to look at. 

 

Schedule a round of golf and 

Enjoy talking to the  

professionals. 

Need a Good Book to Read? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Need a Good Book to Read? 
 

Members, don’t forget the Elks have a small col-

lection of books to borrow for your reading 
pleasure.  The bookcases full of books can be 
found downstairs in the Club area.  Donations of 

books are always welcome. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
If you haven’t paid your dues, now is a 
great time so you can join in the fun. 
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Come to Bingo on Monday Nights at the Elks 

  Win Money at the Tacoma Elks. 

Join us for Bingo  Bingo on Monday nights in the lodge room.  Bring your family and 
friends and fill a table for fun and laughter! Maybe you will be the lucky one to win a 

big payout. You can purchase your Bingo cards starting at 6 pm with Bingo starting at 7 
pm, and ending by about 9 pm. Each strip contains 3 Bingo cards and each strip costs 
$2.00.  If you want to play every game and buy a Power Ball ticket, it costs $17.00. 

Where would our charities be without the donations from you by playing Bingo? You 
help our lodge and our charities such as ENF, Tall Elks, Veterans, and other local causes.   

Thanks to all who play and volunteer their time to help out.   

For those who play Bingo and help by recycling your Bingo sheets, bottles and cans, 
thank you. The area guidelines are followed and no garbage, such as candy wrappers, 
single use cups, napkins or glass are accepted. Please do not stuff garbage in cans or  
bottles. 

 

 

 

 



                                                                                                                             

 

 

 

Wednesday,  February 11th is our next luncheon. Come join us 
and introduce yourself.  We meet about 11:45 in the Urban 
Elk.  Enjoy lunch and then play the card game “31” if you 
want to stay.  It costs 3 quarters to play in the game and you 
might go home with everyone else’s quarters! It’s a fun way to 
spend an hour or two with usually a few laughs along the way. 
We teach those who do not know how to play “31” and it is 
easy to learn. Happy Valentine’s Day from the Funtimers. 
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Great Plant Picks 
If you’re thinking of planting new plants or a new garden in the spring, it’s 

time to start planning Those garden catalogs that come in the mail are a great 
way to see what you might like.  You may find the site for Great Plant Picks 
helpful. Great Plant Picks is the primary educational program of the Elisa-

beth C. Miller Botanical Garden which debuted in 2001. Since then each year 
a comprehensive palette of outstanding plants for the maritime Pacific North-
west is published. To date over 1,000 exceptional plants have been selected for 

gardeners living west of the Cascade Mountains. Take a peak and see what 
you can find at https://www.greatplantpicks.org/. 

 
  
 Please don’t litter.  Help keep the Tacoma Elks Lodge’s grounds free of 
cans, bottles, cigar and cigarette butts, loose paper, etc. by placing your 
waste in one of our disposal receptacles.  If you see trash on the ground, 
please help us by picking it up and placing it in one of the disposal  

receptacles.  Your cooperation is sincerely appreciated . 
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TACOMA ELKS LODGE #174 
P. O. Box 11008 
Tacoma, Washington   98411-0015 

 

Come play Bingo every  
Monday at 7:00 p.m. at the 
Lodge!  The more people, 
The bigger the pot! 

Cash prizes for every 
game!  Card sales 
begin at 6:00 p.m.  
Come have some fun! 


