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NUMBERS TO REMEMBER 

 

Exalted Ruler………………………..….253-272-1117 

Lodge and Lodge Secretary.………..…..253-272-1117 

Membership……………...………….….253-272-1117 

Urban Elk Restaurant…………………...253-343-6090 

Events and Banquets………..…………..253-393-6654 

Allenmore Golf Shop …...…...….…..….253-627-7211 

Hair Salon………………………….……253-393-6672 

Fax …………………………….….…….253-272-1303 

Lodge E-Mail………… tacoma.elks@tacomaelks.com 

Reception Desk………. ….reception@tacomaelks.com 

Lodge Web Site……….....….….www.tacomaelks.com 

Elks Allenmore Web Site…...allenmoregolfcourse.com 

 
PLEASE OBSERVE THE FOLLOWING DEADLINE 

 
 

 

       “The Call”         copy deadline 20th of the month  

 
MEMBERSHIP ROLL INFORMATION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

REMOVED FROM ROLLS AT MEMBERS’ OWN REQUEST       

 

 

 

RECRUITING/LAPSATION INFORMATION 

 
 

Call (253) 272-1117 

Information Page . . . 
 

The Elks CALL, a publication of 
E. 

2013 S. Cedar Street 
Tacoma, WA  98405 

P.O Box 11008 
Tacoma, WA 98411-0015 
Telephone: 253-272-1117 

 
 

Published Monthly 
THE CALL Editor: Melody Kennedy 

Secretary@tacomaelks.com 

 
2025-2026  LODGE OFFICERS 

 

 

Exalted Ruler..……….……….......…PER Gil Mendoza 
Leading Knight…………..…..........…...Gary Schwartz 
Loyal Knight…………….......................Vivian Rody 
Lecturing Knight…….........……..…..... Paul Christel  
Secretary…...………...…….……PER Melody Kennedy 
Treasurer…..…….….………….….…..Patricia Kennedy 
Tiler……………………..……………..Jeannie Sutton 
Esquire........…………….….……….….David Glenn 
Asst. Esquire …………………………..Dave Christel 
Chaplain…….……....………….……...Kevin Ramsdell 
Inner Guard………..………................. .Ross Roden 
Elks Pianist……………...…….……Beverley Dallman 

 
 

Board of Directors: Comprised of the 

Four Chair Officers  + Lodge Secretary and Treasurer 

+ the Five Trustees Listed Below  
 

 

 Eric Gilson …………..………....…….....Trustee 1 yr. 
 Michael Portman…..……….............…. ..Trustee 2 yr. 
 Deanna Perkins……… . ………………..Trustee 3 yr. 

 .   

 Nancy Guthrie..……………………....…Trustee 4 yr. 
 Jose Garcia………………………….…..Trustee 5 yr. 

         
COB of Directors:  Eric Gilson 

 
 

Board of Directors Elks/Allenmore:  
Comprised of the 

Four Elected Officers   
 

   Gil Mendoza  / Melody Kennedy  / Paul Cristel / Eric Gilson 
 

Three Members At-Large   
Britt Hoglund / Dean Mazzuca / Barbara Ludtke 

 

 President/COB of Elks/Allenmore:  Gil  Mendoza 

 
 
 

 

 Past Exalted Rulers’ Association           

PER President James Krager 
 

Friendly Reminder to  
Please Pay Your Dues. 

If you have paid… 
 

THANK YOU! 

Beginning Membership Total (04/01/2026) 793 

Initiated Last Month 6 

Reinstatements 2 

Incoming Transfers 5 

Dropped 0 

Transferred Out 1 

Absolute Dimits 0 

Deceased 3 

Calculated Membership Total 802 

Number of Membership Applications on Hand 3 

Number of Reinstatement Applications on Hand 0 

Number of Transfer Applications on Hand 0 



 

 

 

Message from our Exalted Ruler 
 

Happy July, our Nation’s semiquincentennial. We enjoy the luxury of freedom on this day in our country 
not due just to great military operations, such as the Allied invasion of Normandy in June 1944, and the bravery 
of those great men and women who planned, rehearsed, and carried out such a feat; but also to the bravery found 
in the smallest of things the “common” man, woman, and child manifest through their existence on a daily basis. 
Spoken in prose by the Marquis of Montrose (aka James Graham, 1612-1650), a prominent Scottish nobleman, 
poet and military commander who fought for King Charles I during the English Civil War, he penned, 

“He either fears his fate too much, 
Or his deserts are small, 
That dares not put it to the touch, 
To gain or lose it all.” 
Bravery means so much, and can be so big, or small, depending on intent of the demonstrator, providing 

they are speaking their own truth and being honest in that effort to control their own narrative.  
 This gives me cause to reflect on my brother-in-law, Dr. Masao Sugiyama, now deceased and never for-

gotten, who, as a child, was interred at a United States Japanese internment camp. While he was too young to 
have immediate recollection of every single detail, he never forgot, and carried memories of family conversa-
tions centered on their shared experience. He shared with me that it helped his family find their voice; their 
truth. For him, it led to a life of service in education, helping hundreds, if not thousands, of students find their 
voices and live their truths. Many of these students (Upward Bound) were typically marginalized from the edu-
cational benefits mainstream America had to offer.  He stressed, and modeled for them that they had to be will-
ing to risk much in order to win much. 

Aside, Masao shared with me that we do live in what could be construed as the greatest country; great 
meaning our national leaders could say it “looks like this,” or, “looks like that.” Great because it can, and weak 
because it can, he contended.  He taught me it was the Yin and Yang of our existence. Great because we, as citi-
zens, could decide for ourselves, and publicly profess whether it was great or weak. He never moved from his 
firm belief that taking the risk, such as inspired by the words of Montrose, wasn’t some poetic counsel to a rash 
willingness to “shoot the works.” But with the background of careful preparation – like that of the Normandy 
invasion – they became a rejection of fear of failure, after every preparation had been made and every contin-
gency anticipated. They are a counsel against timidity and for the bold recognition of those great moments when 
we must be prepared to “let the chips fall where they may.” 

In these troubled times we can exert effective leadership, and teach it to our young people, only if it is 
apparent to the whole world that there are certain things so important that, regardless of hazard, we dare to put 
all to the test, as becomes a people whose deserts are large. That is caring.  That is 
the Elks. 

 
 
ER gil 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Gil Mendoza 

A  Message From Our Exalted Ruler 
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       From the Desk of . . . Lodge Secretary  
 

     Melody Kennedy     
                

   Welcome to Summer, members and staff!  
 

If you have any questions please call my office 253-272-1117. 
 
This past month as I stated last month four of your officers attended 
the WA. State Convention in Pasco. The classes were well attended 
and our own Erie Bodoh presented on Financial issues. There was 
standing room only and the comments from the attendees were very 
complimentary. Ernie is a Past ER and Past DDGER with years of 
knowledge in the financial arena. He is frequently asked questions 
around his expertise. If you run into him please thank him for his 
service.  
Grand Lodge Convention is in Chicago this month and I will report on 
it in next months CALL. 
 
 

           
 

 
     

Thank you to the Elks Members that plan on participating or contributing to the 
Elks Blood Drive happening this month @ ________ 

Members Needed for Lodge Audit and Accounting Committee 
 
This is a plea for volunteers to join our Audit and Accounting Committee. Members 
will receive our monthly Financial Reports for both the Lodge and Elks Allenmore for 

their review, and will meet quarterly to review and discuss our financial status.  With the Chair 
of the Committee,  they will pose questions to our Boards and our Business Manager to seek 
clarity on and discuss our current expenditures against our adopted budget (s). They will make 
recommendations for action moving forward and for development of next year’s budgets. 
 
If you have interest in joining this important work group, please reach out to our Lodge          

Secretary, Melody Kennedy, our Exalted Ruler, Gil Mendoza, or our 

Chairman of the Board, Eric Gilson. They can all be reached through our 

front desk.  

Please consider this opportunity for service and learning.  

Thank you. 



 

 

 

 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

May’s Initiation 
 
 
 

 
   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  PAGE 6    

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                  
 
 

The Crying Towel 
 

Members names drawn for the 
Jackpot 

Not present to win $100.00 
 

03/04/2026    
03/11/2026      
03/18/2026     
03/25/2026   

This is where you should be  
on Wednesday Nights @ 7:00 p.m. 

 Lodge Meeting! 
Have fun with all your Elk friends and 

stay in the know. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Need a Good Book to Read? 

 

Members, don’t forget the Elks have a 

small collection of books to borrow for 
your reading pleasure.   

The bookcases full of books can be found 
downstairs in the Member Only area on 
lower floor.   

Donations of books are always welcome. 



 

The lower floor at the Tacoma Lodge is for Elks Members to enjoy a 
workout, poker game, sauna, steam, shuffle board, handball, game of 
pool or billiards, tables games, quiet space to read, or a cool beverage  
and snack from The Rack! 
 
The traditional Saturday Game Night continues in the evenings and if 
there are any Elks that wish to host a game or activity of sort—please 
contact the front desk to get scheduled! 
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  Help keep the our Lodge Clean!  
 

All cans, bottles, cigar and cigarette butts, loose paper, and de-
bris must be placed in one of our many waste receptacles on site.  
 
If you see trash on the ground, please help us by picking it up and placing it in 
one of the waste receptacles or report to front desk for staff to pick up.   
 
Your cooperation in keeping our facility clean is sincerely 
appreciated. 
 

A small group of Elks Allenmore Staff; Kaleb, Bryon, Kenny, Christa, Tony, Gabe, Theo (not 
pictured)  teamed up on the hottest day of the year to do a little cleaning of the parking lots.   
The team started at 8:00 am and finished by 10:30 a.m. 
 
What they found: 
10,000 cigarette butts; 9,000 good or broken golf tee; 7,000 good or broken golf pencils; 1,000 
empty beverage or food containers; 100 lost golf balls; 30 beer cans; and 1 debit card. 
** Now these numbers could be a little exaggerated based on the heat, but it was a good day of 
cleaning for the Elks Parking lots. 
 
If you wish to come out and participate, our next cleaning party will be sometime in Septem-
ber, before the rainy season.  



 

Thank you to ALL Tacoma Lodge Members who donated to the Lodge 
Scholarship Program Fund.  

Congratulations to the forty nine (49) students that were this years 
$1,000 local Scholarship Winners!! 

Fun timers meet the second Wednesday of each Month 
Wednesday, July 8th is our next luncheon. Come join us and introduce your-
self.  We meet about 11:45 in the Urban Elk.  Enjoy lunch and then play the card 
game “31” if you want to stay.  It costs 3 quarters to play the game, and you might 
go home with everyone else’s quarters! It’s a fun way to spend an hour or two 
with usually a few laughs along the way. We teach those who do not know how to 
play “31” and it is easy to learn. 
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ALLENMORE 

WEBSITE 
FACEBOOK 

 

TUESDAY - FRIDAY 
3PM - 6PM 

 

MONDAY - ALL DAY! 

TACO TUESDAY 
TUESDAY - ALL DAY 

TACOS & TACO SALAD 
DRINK SPECIALS! 

STEAK DAY 
WEDNESDAY - ALL DAY 

HOME OF THE $20 STEAK 

THIRSTY THURSDAY 
THURSDAY - ALL DAY 

1/2 OFF SELECTED BOTTLES ON WINE LIST  
UNDER GLASS POURS 

 LIVE MUSIC 
MOST SATURDAYS 

5PM - 8PM 
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If you wish to make a donation, please contact the persons above 

for procurement form and more... 
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Come check out some of our latest 
retail in the Allenmore Golf Shop 
that is in support of our nations 
250th Anniversary! 
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TACOMA ELKS LODGE #174 
P. O. Box 11008 
Tacoma, Washington   98411-0015 

 

Come play Bingo every  
Monday at 7:00 p.m. at the 
Lodge!  The more people, 
The bigger the pot! 

Cash prizes for every 
game!  Card sales 
begin at 6:00 p.m.  
Come have some fun! 


