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Note: Unless otherwise stated, photographs in 
this issue of The Call were taken by Elks mem-
bers as well as Lodge #174 Photographer Rich-
ard Beatty. 
 

NUMBERS TO REMEMBER 
 

 

Exalted Ruler………………………..….253-272-1117 

Lodge and Lodge Secretary.………..…..253-272-1117 

Membership……………...………….….253-272-1117 

Reservations and Banquets………..…....253-272-1117 

Golf Course (Pro-Shop)……...….…..….253-627-7211 

Barber Shop……………………….……253-393-6672 

Fax ……………………………….…….253-272-1303 

Lodge E-Mail………… tacoma.elks@tacomaelks.com 

Web Address……....…….….….www.tacomaelks.com 

The Urban Elk Restaurant.. 253-343-6090 

 

 
PLEASE OBSERVE THE FOLLOWING DEADLINE 

 
 

 

       “The Call”         copy deadline 20th of the month  

 
MEMBERSHIP ROLL INFORMATION 

Beginning Membership Total 04/01/2026           773 

Initiated Since Then               14 

Reinstatements                                   2 

Incoming Transfers                                                     1 

REMOVED FROM ROLLS AT MEMBERS’ OWN REQUEST       

Dropped                                                  0 

Transferred Out               1 

Absolute Dimits                          0 

Deceased                1 

Calculated Membership Total           788 

 
RECRUITING/LAPSATION INFORMATION 

Number of Membership Applications on Hand           6 

Number of Reinstatement Applications on Hand        0 

Number of Transfer Applications on Hand               2 
  
  

Call (253) 272-1117 
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Published Monthly 
THE CALL Editor: Lee Frankie 

lee@tacomaelks.com 

 
2025-2026  LODGE OFFICERS 

 

 

Exalted Ruler..……….……….......…PER Gil Mendoza 
Leading Knight…………..…..........…...Gary Schwartz 
Loyal Knight…………….......................Vivian Rody 
Lecturing Knight…….........……..…..... Paul Christel  
Secretary…...………...…….……PER Melody Kennedy 
Treasurer…..…….….………….….…..Patricia Kennedy 
Tiler……………………..……………..Jeannie Sutton 
Esquire........…………….….……….….Paul Christel 
Asst. Esquire …………………………..Dave Christel 
Chaplain…….……....………….……...Kevin Ramsdell 
Inner Guard………..………................. .Ross Roden 
Elks Pianist……………...…….……Beverley Dallman 

 
 

Board of Directors: Comprised of the 

Four Chair Officers  + Lodge Secretary and Treasurer 

+ the Five Trustees Listed Below  
 

 

 Eric Gilson …………..………....……....Trustee 1 yr. 
 Michael Portman…..……….............…. ..Trustee 2 yr. 
 Deanna Perkins………   ………..            Trustee 3 yr. 

 .   

 Nancy Guthrie..……………………....…Trustee 4 yr. 
 Jose Garcia………………………….…..Trustee 5 yr 

         
COB of Directors:  Eric Gilson 

 
 

Board of Directors Elks/Allenmore:  
Comprised of the 

Four Elected Officers   
 

   Gil Mendoza   Melody Kennedy  Paul Cristel  Eric Gilson 
 

Three Members At-Large   
 

Britt Hoglund Dean Mazzuca Barbara Ludtke 

 President/COB of Elks/Allenmore:  Gil  Mendoza 

 
 
 

 

 Past Exalted Rulers’ Association           

PER President James Krager 
 



A  Message From Our Exalted Ruler 

    Happy month of May my Dear Friends and Fellow Elks: This is the time of beautiful blossoms and flowers, and a 
time to share the optimism and happiness they bring. Ironic I would start with sharing a story of the recent death of a 
dear friend; well, more the sharing of his legacy and what it could mean to each and all of us.  At Tommy 
Lee Hilyard’s Celebration of Life many folks rose, and individually shared the impact Tom had on each of them - 
and the blessings he gifted them in their respective relationships. They were collectively, and magnificently 
summarized by our eulogist, who stated, if Tom would have had a ministry, it would have been a “Ministry of 
Presence.”  I spoke to this concept of being “All there” in my February ER Message, but thought it appropriate to 
embellish just a little fur-ther – in honor of “my brother” Tom. 

    George Bernard Shaw wrote, “The worst sin toward our fellow creatures is not to hate them, but to be indifferent 
to them: that’s the essence of inhumanity.”  Alone, no person can save themself. Alone, no person can find themself. 
Tom never let anyone feel alone. With his Presence, he was all in. We cannot love all our fellow men, except in the 
most abstract way. But we can at least not be indifferent to them. Like Tom, we can cultivate awareness and, like 
Tom, we can try always to connect. What is civilization, after all? Surely it is a person’s effort to grow away from 
their original state of brutal separateness, of indifference. It is the bridge one person throws up to connect  themself, 
like Tom, with another person. They can be present.  

    The sense of connection is like a muscle. Unused, it withers. Exercised, it grows. This was Tom’s wealth, and he 
shared it generously with others. Look at the faces you pass in our Lodge – or wherever you are, in a lobby, a theater, 
behind the counter from you. – but really look at it. Behind those eyes is a whole life, as complicated, as mysterious 
as your own. If for only a fleeting moment, you can feel the pressure of that life, you have hailed in passing 
that unique miracle – the other person. And you have manifested the miracle of Presence, as Tom created countless 
times. He was that flower in our garden, bringing optimism and happiness, as you can be in other’s. 

ER Gil 

Gil Mendoza 
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From the Desk of . . . 
Lodge Secretary  

Melody Kennedy    May 1,2026  

Greetings to members Of Tacoma Elks #174. I am honored to 
serve you this 2026-2027 Lodge year. I’m in a transition peri-
od and with the help of Lee Frankie and many others I’ll be up 
to speed within a couple months. As you all know, Lee has 
held this position for several years. It's a hard act to follow so 
grant me your patience. If you have need to call me, please 
do not leave a voice mail at this time as I am working through 
emails and hope to have this resolved soon. Call back if I’m 
not answering and press 0 during work hours of 9-5pm Mon-
day –Friday. God bless   

Melody 

If your dues haven’t been paid already, now is the perfect time to get 
this taken care of.  There are many events taking place this summer 

and you will want to be at the Lodge. 



April’s Initiation 
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Excited Officers for the 250th Lodge Year 



Buddy Keller Awarded as Elk of the Year 
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Easter at the Tacoma Elks Lodge 



Has any one seen my EGG ?? 
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Call the Lodge Office (253-272-1117) 



This is where you should be 
On Wednesday Nights. 
 7 PM Lodge Meeting 

Have fun with all your Elk friends 

The  
Crying Towel 

Members names drawn for the 
Jackpot 

Not Present to win $100.00 

03/ 04/ 2026  
03/11/2026    
03/18/2026    

03/25/2026 

Wanted 

Pool Players for a Pool League 

Men and Women all levels of ability 

Come and have fun 

Contact :  Wayne Leslie  253-370–5162 

     Bob Warren    253-564-7899 
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Saturday Game Night 

Remember to come to the 
Tacoma Lodge’s  “Member’s  Only 

Area”  on  Saturday evenings.  There 
are various things for you to do and 

play.  We are here to have fun. 

  Stop by  The Rack as well. 

Check out the Allenmore 

PRO SHOP 

Many items to look at. 

Schedule a round of golf and 

Enjoy talking to the  

professionals. 

Need a Good Book to Read? 

Need a Good Book to Read? 

Members, don’t forget the Elks have a small col-

lection of books to borrow for your reading 
pleasure.  The bookcases full of books can be 
found downstairs in the Club area.  Donations of 

books are always welcome. 

If you haven’t paid your dues, now is a 
great time so you can join in the fun. 



 

Come to Bingo on almost every Monday Night 

  Change of schedule. Your volunteers will be taking one Monday night a month off 
from Bingo.  In May there will be no Bingo on May 25th. On all other Monday nights in 
May, bring your family and friends and fill a table for fun and laughter! Maybe you will 
be the lucky one to win a big payout. You can purchase your Bingo cards starting at 6 
pm with Bingo starting at 7 pm, and ending about 9 pm. Each strip contains 3 Bingo 
cards and each strip costs $2.00.  If you want to play every game and buy a Power Ball 
ticket, it costs $17.00. Where would our charities be without the donations from you by 
playing Bingo? You help our lodge and our charities such as ENF, Tall Elks, Veterans, 
and other local causes.  Thanks to all who play and volunteer their time to help out.   

For those who play Bingo and help by recycling your Bingo cards, bottles and cans, 
thank you. The area guidelines are followed and no garbage, such as candy wrappers, 
single use cups, napkins or glass are accepted. Please do not stuff garbage in cans or  
bottles. 
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   Funtimers meet the second Wednesday of each Monh 

Wednesday,  May 13th is our next luncheon. Come join us and 
introduce yourself.  We meet about 11:45 in the Urban Elk 
Restaurant & Bar.  Enjoy lunch and then play the card game 
“31” if you want to stay.  It costs 3 quarters to play in the 
game and you might go home with everyone else’s quarters!

It’s a fun way to spend an hour or two with usually a few 
laughs along the way. We teach those who do not know how 
to play “31” and it is easy to learn.  



 Please don’t litter.  Help keep the Tacoma Elks Lodge’s grounds free of 
cans, bottles, cigar and cigarette butts, loose paper, etc. by placing your 
waste in one of our disposal receptacles.  If you see trash on the ground, 
please help us by picking it up and placing it in one of the disposal  

receptacles.  Your cooperation is sincerely appreciated . 
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    Thank you to all Tacoma Lodge Members who donated to 
the Lodge Scholarship  Program Fund.  

    Congratulations to the 49 students that were this years 
$1,000 local Scholarship Winners!! 
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Allenmore Golf 
Shop’s Spring 

Merchandise 
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TACOMA ELKS LODGE #174 
P. O. Box 11008 
Tacoma, Washington   98411-0015 

Come play Bingo every  
Monday at 7:00 p.m. at the 
Lodge!  The more people, 
The bigger the pot! 

Cash prizes for every 
game!  Card sales 
begin at 6:00 p.m.  
Come have some fun! 




