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Course Construction began on July 12th 1930 

On August 14th 1931, the course was opened for play! 

In 1955, the course was purchased by the Tacoma Elks’ Lodge #174 
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NUMBERS TO REMEMBER 

 

Exalted Ruler………………………..….253-272-1117 

Lodge and Lodge Secretary.………..…..253-272-1117 

Membership……………...………….….253-272-1117 

Urban Elk Restaurant…………………...253-343-6090 

Events and Banquets………..…………..253-393-6654 

Allenmore Golf Shop …...…...….…..….253-627-7211 

Hair Salon………………………….……253-393-6672 

Fax …………………………….….…….253-272-1303 

Lodge E-Mail………… tacoma.elks@tacomaelks.com 

Reception Desk………. ….reception@tacomaelks.com 

Lodge Web Site……….....….….www.tacomaelks.com 

Elks Allenmore Web Site…...allenmoregolfcourse.com 

 
PLEASE OBSERVE THE FOLLOWING DEADLINE 

 
 

 

       “The Call”         copy deadline 20th of the month  

 
MEMBERSHIP ROLL INFORMATION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

REMOVED FROM ROLLS AT MEMBERS’ OWN REQUEST       

 

 

 

RECRUITING/LAPSATION INFORMATION 

 
 

Call (253) 272-1117 

Information Page . . . 
 

The Elks CALL, a publication of 
E. 

2013 S. Cedar Street 
Tacoma, WA  98405 

P.O Box 11008 
Tacoma, WA 98411-0015 
Telephone: 253-272-1117 

 
 

Published Monthly 
THE CALL Editor: Melody Kennedy 

Secretary@tacomaelks.com 

 
2025-2026  LODGE OFFICERS 

 

 

Exalted Ruler..……….……….......…PER Gil Mendoza 
Leading Knight…………..…..........…...Gary Schwartz 
Loyal Knight…………….......................Vivian Rody 
Lecturing Knight…….........……..…..... Paul Christel  
Secretary…...………...…….……PER Melody Kennedy 
Treasurer…..…….….………….….…..Patricia Kennedy 
Tiler……………………..……………..Jeannie Sutton 
Esquire........…………….….……….….David Glenn 
Asst. Esquire …………………………..Dave Christel 
Chaplain…….……....………….……...Kevin Ramsdell 
Inner Guard………..………................. .Ross Roden 
Elks Pianist……………...…….……Beverley Dallman 

 
 

Board of Directors: Comprised of the 

Four Chair Officers  + Lodge Secretary and Treasurer 

+ the Five Trustees Listed Below  
 

 

 Eric Gilson …………..………....…….....Trustee 1 yr. 
 Michael Portman…..……….............…. ..Trustee 2 yr. 
 Deanna Perkins……… . ………………..Trustee 3 yr. 

 .   

 Nancy Guthrie..……………………....…Trustee 4 yr. 
 Jose Garcia………………………….…..Trustee 5 yr. 

         
COB of Directors:  Eric Gilson 

 
 

Board of Directors Elks/Allenmore:  
Comprised of the 

Four Elected Officers   
 

   Gil Mendoza  / Melody Kennedy  / Paul Cristel / Eric Gilson 
 

Three Members At-Large   
Britt Hoglund / Dean Mazzuca / Barbara Ludtke 

 

 President/COB of Elks/Allenmore:  Gil  Mendoza 

 
 
 

 

 Past Exalted Rulers’ Association           

PER President James Krager 
 

Friendly Reminder to  
Please Pay Your Dues. 

If you have paid… 
 

THANK YOU! 

Beginning Membership Total (04/01/2026) 793 

Initiated Last Month 9 

Reinstatements 2 

Incoming Transfers 4 

Dropped 0 

Transferred Out 1 

Absolute Dimits 0 

Deceased 3 

Calculated Membership Total 812 

Number of Membership Applications on Hand 6 

Number of Reinstatement Applications on Hand 0 

Number of Transfer Applications on Hand 2 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Gil Mendoza 

A  Message From Our Exalted Ruler 

 

Message from our Exalted Ruler 

 

Welcome to August my Sister and Brother Elks. It is the center of summer, working into 

our Indian summer right around the corner. Perhaps it is the unusual spells of intolerable heat 

with occasional rain showers to break it up, which cause us Pacific Northwesterners to suffer 

uncertainty. Compounded with extra duties of child teaching and rearing, without the school 

system to help, and uncompleted tasks on top of new emergent life-demands, many suffer the 

schizophrenia of negative, hopeless thoughts that maybe things are as bad as we might imagine. 

It all adds up to resignation and, in some cases, despair.  

I say we take up a simple defense of accepting that this too shall pass. Simple 

philosophy, yet proven effective by our wiser elders preceding us, I think of my step-mother, 

Betty, who at the age of 95 left us in 2019 with a lucid mind and detailed remembrances of the 

best of times. Having suffered rheumatic fever as a child, and numerous medical maladies later 

in life, as a result, she never expressed self-pity. She took her attitude from another famous of 

our elders, Anna Mary Robertson Moses (1860-1961). “Grandma Moses” medicine, from her 

memoires, “My Life’s History,” describes how a renowned American Folk artist famously began 

her painting career in her late 70s after arthritis made embroidery to difficult. Completely self-

taught she became a national icon for her nostalgic, vibrant landscape paintings of rural farm 

life. She noted: “Then Anna was born, so I had four babies to care for. But we got along very nice 

till the children got the scarlet fever, that was a hard year but it passed on like all the rest.” 

These two sentences constitute grandma Moses’ complete and unabridged account of one of 

her 92 years.  

In brevity, I believe, like Betty, it goes far to explain why they lived into their tenth 

decades. They were not inarticulate and could describe in loving and minute detail their 

wedding dresses, a Thanksgiving dinner, a practical joke they and another girl played on 

someone; but about a hard year they found nothing worth remembering except that “it passed 

on like all the rest.”  

 Nobody can explain genius, so exactly what it is that made Grandma Moses a 

magnificent painter - my step-mother Betty was an accomplished, self-taught painter as well - 

no person can tell. But if you want to know why they remained alert, vigorous, radiantly alive 

into their nineties, mull over the previously stated bit of philosophy. 

 Beauty, love, laughter and delight are imperishable memories, but all that is important 

about hardship is that it passes. How right Grandma Moses and Betty were with keen 

perception. If we could only remember this truth in the hard years, how many spiritual scars 

and deformities we could escape, and how much more abundant life would be in the years that 

are given to us. Focus on our blessings and the beauty of our shared lives. Address it as we 

must, but let hardship slip away into a passing moment, not to be perseverated upon. Celebrate 

life and the beauty of an Elks life. 

 

ER gil 
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       From the Desk of . . . Lodge Secretary  
 

     Melody Kennedy     
                

   Members and staff!  
 

If you have any questions please call my office 253-272-1117. 
 
We are still working on a solution to the fix the men’s steam room.  
The current bid for over $20,000.00 is not in the budget. If you all 
remember we did away with the $120.00 per year for membership in 
the fitness center to include everyone access to the fitness center. 
Our ER Gil Mendoza is working to find lower bids that will be ac-
ceptable to the budget and the membership. We will notify members 
as soon as the information gets in. One of the members suggested 
raising funds for this project. I’m not sure how this would work. If 
anyone has an idea please see me.  
 
Here’s a fun event coming up in October! On the weekend of October 
24th and 25th the Lodge is holding a Rummage Sale in 
the Pavilion. Vendors please call and reserve your 
space. Members are $50.00 for two days, Non-Members 
are $55.00.   
 
 
 
           
 

 
     

 

Members Needed for Lodge Audit and Accounting Committee 
 
This is a plea for volunteers to join our Audit and Accounting Committee. Members will receive 
our monthly Financial Reports for both the Lodge and Elks Allenmore for their review, and will 
meet quarterly to review and discuss our financial status.  With the Chair of the Committee,  
they will pose questions to our Boards and our Business Manager to seek clarity on and discuss 
our current expenditures against our adopted budget (s). They will make recommendations for 
action moving forward and for development of next year’s budgets. 
 
If you have interest in joining this important work group, please reach out 

to our Lodge          Secretary, Melody Kennedy, our Exalted Ruler, Gil 

Mendoza, or our Chairman of the Board, Eric Gilson. They can all be 

reached through our front desk.  

Please consider this opportunity for service and learning.  

Thank you. 



 

 

 

 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

May’s Initiation 
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The Crying Towel 
 

Members names drawn for the 
Jackpot 

Not present to win $100.00 
 

07/08/2026 
Stephen Bodoh 

07/22/2026 
Frank Bonser   

This is where you should be  
on Wednesday Nights @ 7:00 p.m. 

 Lodge Meeting! 
Have fun with all your Elk friends and 

stay in the know. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Need a Good Book to Read? 

 

Members, don’t forget the Elks have a 

small collection of books to borrow for 
your reading pleasure.   

The bookcases full of books can be found 
downstairs in the Member Only area on 
lower floor.   

Donations of books are always welcome. 



 

The lower floor at the Tacoma Lodge is for Elks Members to enjoy a 
workout, poker game, sauna, steam, shuffle board, handball, game of 
pool or billiards, tables games, quiet space to read, or a cool beverage  
and snack from The Rack! 
 
The traditional Saturday Game Night continues in the evenings and if 
there are any Elks that wish to host a game or activity of sort—please 
contact the front desk to get scheduled! 
 



  PAGE 8    

 

  Help keep our Lodge Clean!  
 

All cans, bottles, cigar and cigarette butts, loose paper, and de-
bris must be placed in one of our many waste receptacles on site.  
 
If you see trash on the ground, please help us by picking it up and placing it in 
one of the waste receptacles or report to front desk for staff to pick up.   
 
Your cooperation in keeping our facility clean is sincerely 
appreciated. 
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Bingo – Eight Years in the Making 

In June 2018, a small group of our members started having Bingo on Monday nights in the Lodge room. 

In these eight years, the same members of our Lodge (minus two people) are still supporting Bingo on 

Monday nights. This started to promote activities in our lodge and support our charities. As of today, it’s 

a main source of charity support for the Lodge. 

In the past four years, Bingo has contributed $98,107 dollars to various charities. Over 85% of the 

income generated by Bingo games goes to charities. All of this is possible because five volunteers help 40 

to 60 people have fun on Monday night. 

It all starts with player buying “cards” to play. We play 12 games using eight Bingo sheets. Each sheet has 

three Bingo cards on them and costs just $2.00 per sheet. In addition, we run a game called Power Ball 

where a simple $1.00 purchase can result in payouts ranging from $50.00 to over $1,000.00. Doors open 

at 5 p.m., card sales start at 6 p.m. with the games starting at 7 p.m. We are usually done by 9 p.m. 

These five volunteers I mentioned above are tired of being here 48 weeks of the year. To this end, we 

have reduced the number of Monday nights by taking one week off every month and not playing Bingo. 

In addition, three of these volunteers will be taking vacation in September and, unless we get some more 

volunteers to come forth in August to be trained, we will not have Bingo at all. That brings up the BIG 

question. 

Are there members of Tacoma Elks Lodge #174 willing to step up and support this activity which 

supports our charities? We need more than just players; we need volunteers to run the program. 

Without help from our members, this viable program, and our ability to support our community, will die. 

We have five weeks (not playing on August 17th) to have people trained and ready to run this valuable 

Lodge program. Are you willing to help save Bingo at Tacoma Lodge?  Contact the Lodge Secretary and 

she will put you in touch with the Bingo committee. 
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                        ER Gil Mendoza and Lodge Officers  
           presented $145.00  for the needed supplies 
           Sara Yergin uses in her Baked goods. She  
           auctions off cakes, pies or cookies the first      
           Wednesday of the month.  
            Sara picks the Charity the money goes to. Way 
            to go Sara !!                              ..  



 

 

 

 

Fun timers meet the second Wednesday of each Month 
 

Wednesday, August 12th is our next luncheon!  
 

Come join us and introduce yourself.  We meet about 11:45 a.m. in the Urban 
Elk Restaurant & Bar.  Enjoy lunch and then play the card game “31” if you 
want to stay.  It costs 3 quarters to play the game, and you might go home with 
everyone else’s quarters! It’s a fun way to spend an hour or two with usually a 
few laughs along the way. We teach those who do not know how to play “31” 
and it is easy to learn. 
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ALLENMORE 

WEBSITE 
FACEBOOK 

 

TUESDAY - FRIDAY 
3PM - 6PM 

 

MONDAY - ALL DAY! 

TACO TUESDAY 
TUESDAY - ALL DAY 

TACOS & TACO SALAD 
DRINK SPECIALS! 

STEAK DAY 
WEDNESDAY - ALL DAY 

HOME OF THE $20 STEAK 

THIRSTY THURSDAY 
THURSDAY - ALL DAY 

1/2 OFF SELECTED BOTTLES ON WINE LIST  
UNDER GLASS POURS 

 LIVE MUSIC 
MOST SATURDAYS 

5PM - 8PM 
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TACOMA ELKS LODGE #174 
P. O. Box 11008 
Tacoma, Washington   98411-0015 

 

Come play Bingo every  
Monday at 7:00 p.m. at the 
Lodge!  The more people, 
The bigger the pot! 

Cash prizes for every 
game!  Card sales 
begin at 6:00 p.m.  
Come have some fun! 


