Ione Approves New Round Of Homes For Castle Oaks

The Ione City Council approved a new round of home-building in the Castle Oaks development among other items of City business at their meeting last night.
The Council voted to approve a package of documents to allow Castle Oak Village 8A to proceed with dividing land, building roads and other improvements and allowing home construction to proceed on an additional 48 units of single-family homes.
The Council also voted to extend last year's budget, which covered the 2019 to 2020 fiscal year, until October. A new budget for the City was scheduled to start in July, but uncertainty over both revenues and expenses caused by the Covid-19 pandemic has caused several delays with the new budget, resulting in the extension of last year's budgets as a stop-gap measure. Finally, the Board approved an employment contract extension for City Manager Jon Hanken. The contract runs through the end of the year and pays Hanken an annual salary of $84,000 per year plus $15,000 in health benefits.
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