Two Calaveras Measures Fall Short In Special Election

Two Calaveras measures to increase taxes in local fire districts fell short by about 3% in Calaveras County's Aug. 25 special election. With the latest results, fire protection districts in San Andreas and West Point have apparently failed to find funding through a proposed special tax increase. The percentage of votes received on measures in all three districts were around 63%, just 3% shy of the two-thirds of votes needed to pass. According to Calaveras Clerk-Recorder Rebecca Turner, less than 42% of eligible voters in each district turned out. The elections office will continue to count any ballots received between now and Friday, but Turner says she doesn't expect any additional ballots to change the results of the election. Measure A, would have established a special annual tax of $300 on property owners in the San Andreas Fire Protection District and Measure C would have increased the existing special parcel tax by $180 in the West Point Fire Protection district. Final results will be posted to the county website Friday, and the elections office will likely certify the election Sept. 5.
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