Multiple Agencies Respond To Large Illegal Oil Dump

Calaveras Consolidated Firefighters, Calaveras County EOS, County Environmental, and Fish & Game were all called out yesterday to a large illegal oil dump on Vista Del Lago and Woodgate Road. Authorities located 46 five-gallon buckets and a 55-gallon drum of what appears to be motor oil over-turned and flowing into stormwater drain north of the Vista Del Lago Way and Highway 26 intersection on the Valley Springs area Wednesday morning. Firefighters placed small dikes around the storm drains and up-righted all of the containers. The oil had also worked its way into a field and collected it into a catch basin. Patriot Environmental Services Inc, an environmental services provider, has been contacted by the county to do the cleanup, the costs of which Calaveras County Office of emergency Services director John Osbourn estimated to be in the multiple thousands of dollars. The hazardous materials crew first categorized what the fluid was, then began the clean up. They will also rehabilitate the drain system by removing as much of the product as they can from the drain. The incident is under investigation by State Department of Fish & Game.
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