Mother Lode Unemployment Rate Follows Downward Trend

While California’s jobless rate dipped to 13.3% in July from 14.9 percent in the previous month, the jobless continues to fall in the Mother Lode as well. According to Friday’s unemployment report issued by California’s Employment Development Department (EDD), the state’s unemployment rate fell by 1.6 percentage points since June. The Mother Lode followed that downward trend for a second straight month. Amador County’s rate dropped from 12.7 percent in June to 11.9 percent last month. Out of a workforce of 14,230, there remain 1,690 without a job. In Calaveras County, the July jobless rate decreased to 9.6 percent from 11 percent in June, leaving 1,980 unemployed out of a workforce of 20,600. Tied for the lowest rate are Lassen and Trinity counties with 8.8 percent. Imperial County has the highest rate at 26.8 percent, which is actually down from June’s 27.3 percent rate. The national unemployment rate fell to10.2% in July from 11.1% in June. According to the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, unemployment rates fell in 30 states, rose in nine states, and stayed the same in 11 states and the District of Columbia.
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