Local Schools Enter Week 2 Via Distance Learning

While some small business owners were plunged into confusion last week when Amador and Calaveras counties were placed on the state’s Covid-19 watch list, it was business as usual for local schools. Amador and Calaveras schools have already opened via distance learning. As Amador County prepares to enter the second week of the new school year, County Superintendent of schools Steve Russell said no changes were anticipated now that Amador County has been placed on the state’s Covid-19 Monitoring list and that students, teachers and families are adjusting well. Calaveras County, which was placed on the list last week, only to be removed later in the week, is also entering the second week of “long distance learning”. County superintendent Scott Nanik said all districts have opened in distance learning “except for small programs for at-risk students,” which he said were up and running before the state’s announcement. Those, he said, would “remain in-person at this time.” Nanik said the only private school in the area, Christian Family Learning Center, plans to open in-person after Labor Day, “so they have time to watch the numbers before changing plans.” Counties are placed on the state’s monitoring list based on numerous factors, including positivity rates, hospitalizations, intensive care unit admissions and the number of available ventilators.
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