California ISO Calls For Energy Conservation Today!
With upper 90's and triple-digit heat forecast for today throughout the region, the state's grid operator is calling for afternoon and evening energy conservation as one way to make sure that the supply of power stays ahead of demand. The California Independent System Operator (CAISO) has called for a "flex alert", from 3 P.M. to 10 P.M. today. With high temperatures in the forecast, the grid operator is predicting an increase in electricity demand, primarily from air conditioning use. Reduced capacity, along with fire activity and heat, has led to a potential shortage of energy. PG&E is asking customers to cut their power use and help keep the lights (and air conditioning) on for everyone. For example; if the outside air is cool in the night or early morning, open windows and doors and use fans to cool your home...close your shades, sunlight passing through windows heats your home and makes your air conditioner work harder...clear the area around your AC, your air conditioning unit will operate better if it has plenty of room to breathe. And, set your thermostat at 78 degrees or higher, every degree you lower the thermostat means your air conditioner must work even harder to keep your home cool. Forecasters say, temperatures will begin a cool-down on Friday.
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