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WEST HENNEPIN

Police Commission 2021
Mayor Marvin Johnson, Chair
Mayor Julie Maas-Kusske , Vice Chair
Lynn Betts, Councilmember
John DeLong, Councilmember

DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC SAFETY
Gary Kroells | Emergency Management

Investigations West Metro Drug | | sgt. Rick Denneson Administrative Assistant
Officer Lance Zilles Task Force Use of Force Kim Curtis
Officer Josh Brozek CPS Tech. Lynda Franklin
Citizens Academy
Mobile Field Force

Police Chaplains -

Officer Ben Anderson
Reserve Coordinator
Field Training Officer

Officer Lance Zilles
Firearms Instructor

Reserve Officers

Lisa Schreier

Blake Tyra

Joshua Walters
Micah Vorderbruggen

Officer Ben Raskin
Field Training Officer
SWAT Officer

Officer Shawn Ebeling
Firearms Instructor
Field Training Officer

Officer Jon Howes
Evidence Room Tech
Mobile Field Force
Citizens Academy

Officer Cody Thompson
Crime Prevention
Coordinator
Night to Unite Coordinator
Mobile Field Force

Officer Josh Brozek
SWAT Officer
Narcotics Officer

Officer Scott Isaacson

Serving our Community proudly with our core values:

HonoCour ad€®emmon SeResxpect &
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As Director of Public Safety
Safety Depart mert0,2 11 Apmu\awlldté:hen
great pride and honor

The year 2021 was anoeltdh er e | yaet
procedures and requirements fc
of you as citizens.-sAhfhedght w
am pleased t report that the
Depart ment C tinued to provi
response rvi c 82 4htooursura cdiatyi,

e C

r

~

S
days a wee ontinued to p

with the prop per sonal pr ot
theirjobstothefullest, t o

5ANBOG2NI 27 dzc')f7\ LTS48 : . :
DI NE YNRGfflgkN 2021, the building housing
and We s t Hennepin Publ i c Saf e

extensive remodeling. l ncl uded

| ooyerdue technology upgr dadéds gafmdhaha&acivYloiut ¥ od
construc

e h

while we were under t ti on. | f you W
Depart ment tour, pl eas reac out to us. We
you.

Al so i n 2021, WHPS began our reseadoch I Came:
policies for all of our police of fwocrenr sc.a mier ¢
pai-r with our existing squad cameras to hel
cases. The full I Aol renmecnatmeetriaosn woi fl b obdeygi n i n
After the death of Daunte Wright i n Brookl 'y
Mobil e Field Force (WCMFF), i ncluding offici
deployed to Brooklyn Center to maintain peac
I am proud of our police officers who stepp:¢
Center in their time of need. As | aw enfor c¢
provide the highest | evel of servi-cei andalwih
We s t Hennepin Public Safety Department rema
Togeth we will work through any emergency
As your police chief, | wel come all of you t
you may have. My door is always open,-0600yort

by email ighgomeé | at@Qwest hennepi n. com
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The Mi nnesot a Peace Of fice nd
Board (POST Board) | icenses fi
i n th state. Li ke many ot I
stat e, of ficers must ear 848 at
hours of continuing edwaaltlii ry
period. Typically, one hour Y
credit. With the increasing ‘. » qgui
topics such as the wuse of or n
Auti sm, i mplicit bi as, firs : us
pursuits, and sever al ot her g L
mandatory training requirem

((PATROL y
Several mandatory training av"ayii
through a program that we —c e cC a
Online, provided by the League of MN Cities
subject matter and then have a test at the
much of the training online, ot her mandat or
have a practiocdlasappl suathi as pursuit driving
i ntervention, and firearms qualifications at
Training -iirsc raenaseivreg part of a police officer
perfor m. I n any shift, an officer may deal \
suicidal, deliver a baby, wei gh an over wei gt
deal with child custody iIssues. We need to Kk
out so that you can open the trunk, and we c
your replaced tire, you may need directions
people are unsure who to call, they typicall
Of ficers must know cri minal | aws, ci vil | a w:
to know the | aws and regul ations regarding ¢/
safety seats. Training iIs constant for pol i«
| aws and not violate someone's rights.
Many people have said that ©police officers I
realize how much training a police officer
have suthaweédtl officers dedicated to underst
standard of professionali sm.
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2021 saw major construction al
needed anodvernd dueg safety i mpr ¢
Hi ghway 12 Safety Coalition ha
Hennepin County over the past
construction projects on Hi gh
remains the safety and protec
Hi ghway 12.

After many years of waiting, C
I's a controlled intersection,
onto Highway 12. The intersec
October 27 wi-dtht t angri bboamon
I ndependence City Hall

SANBOG2NI 27
DIF NE YNR

Highway 12 at County Road 90

hway 12 was widened from Baker
f concrete centoenr | @d ma&s hoeisvi tdlea ts
hi s ar ea.
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e and stand

e
partment wi |
e

e safety of HighV

iew of the construction area south of Highway 12, where the road-
ways are being realigned and work on the new bridge has begun
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Unf ortunatel vy, in 2021, t nn
the deaths of over 500 peo ra
hi ghest totals I n mor e th '
Il ncrease over 2020 and a | 0\
Speed was the | eading contg or
crashes, followed by i mpai

MN Traffic Fatalities: Contributing Factors

Jan 01-Dec 26

100 ; { SNEBSI yi 5 ¢
P t I 0Nt Sty
20 23 > ” - 24
’ 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021

e Spe e[ e flcohol Distraction e |inbelted
We s t Hennepin Publ i c Safety partners wi t |
additional traffic enforcement each year.
through the Towards Zero Death initiative
street outside of their regular shifts. Tr
(DWI'), speeding, distracted driving, and s
Il n 2021, West Hennepin Public Safety (WHPS
speci al feder al grant di st rii fuftiecde boyf tThrea f!
This grant gave WHPS an added $4,800.00
roadways. The grant money all owed us to ad
above and beyond officers' regular shifts.
The speed grant was timely as we were able
construction detour route. Officers watche
carel ess drlving, nd distracted and i mpai
crashes, ther I's no doubt that the office
the road prevented crashes that would have
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The West Hennepin Public % me n
provide career devel opmen gk '
process i1is to rotate the
experienced patrol office

Of ficer Lance Zilles was I nv
2020. He has been with We Pub
for six years. Prior to t Zi |
with investigating intern ne
burgl aries, domestics ass h

%A f
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Il n May of 2021, a West Hennepin Public S
from a resident who stated his Dblue Dodge
trailer ($2,000 value) were stolen from e
owner initially believed that a family me
mi ssing vehicles to our department.

Through i nvestigation, l nvestigator Zi ||
unl awfully sold to an unknown person by t
with other family members and possible wi
pawnshop in the City of Rockford, where t
Zilles went to the pawnshop and i dentifie
bil |l of sale to pawn the trailer The payv
was retrieved and returned to the owner.,
A few days following the incident, t he |
stolen truck to another pemeeainr d ok @wmor
register the vehicle, it was flagged as s

Wi t h t he hel p fro t he
Depart ment , the stol en
and returned t o t he r
suspect was identified
theft regarding the stol
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Il n July of 2021, a citizen reported that
of the road. The citizen then transferre
Public Safety (WHPS).

|l nvestigator Zilles checked the firearm's
and determined that the gun was not repo
had the Al cohol Tobacco and Firearms (ATEF
to try to | ocate the current original 0\
weapon resides in Missour.

|l nvestigator Zilles contacted the owner ¢
gun and it was a gift to his wife. | aske
he said his wife iIis visiting family in M
family member's address and spoke with t
vehicle parked in the driveway and advi
unl ocked car.

WHPS conductued ifndalelroyw ews with the perso
firearm, and they ultimately confessed to

once it was in their possession.

ony thef

The theft suspect was facing fel
the firearm

pursue charges. WHPS returned
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Il n February of 2021, Ma p
Pl ain apartment bui | S
had items stolen fro arl
an Amazon package i 00T
l nvestigator Zill es 1 an
footage and was abl e t h
suspects entered on h e
i t ems |
l nvestigator Zill es Iy
suspects based on p h a
apartment A search e d
and executed for th | e
t o t he recovery of en
WHPS returned them t er
Confessions were gat. , . 0
suspects involved and” ar ged h
suspects wit hl eMesldetmeeafnto.r
@ ®
| n December of 2021, |
received information fr
el ection officials that
t he 2020 el ection. I
conducted <criminal hi s
subject. The criminal
reveal ed that the suspe®e
registering t o vot e a
ﬂl VOTED voting due to felony co
The suspect admi tted t
i nterview afildey | laé me& the
Al t hough t his may see
of fense, It stillleveéelo
puni shment . WHP S s ubmi
the Hennepin C®uPPtyi Ae¢
charges.
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The West Hennepin Public Safe
another productive year in 20
our communities by riding wit
hel ping at community event s,
WHPS and the cities of Mapl e
The ongoing service provided
reserve officers to our commu
modest value of $24.69 per ho
that is a value of $44,614 t
mi ni mal cost
The r e@deerdviecsati on to WHPS wa:c
continued volunteering of the
heal th and safety risks, for
L . During t-he FRawvdemi c, many peo
hYOSN] . Sy IYyRSNB@Yntinue working or |iving
wWSaSNBS [/ 2ZENRMYASIZNNeserves volunteered t
whenever they were asked to
help in even the most diffi ddulhearitnse st hsehyo w
are a citizen willing to volunteer your ti
consider becoming a WHPS Reserve Officer. |
get to work with some of the most remar kabl
WHPS held many training events for thweorrnes
camer as, recei ved eftihrad a renxsp oasnudr el,e stsaser , p e
and wuse of force training. The Reserves a
i ncluding the Vehicle Fair, Mapl e Pl ain F
Triathlon, Tour De Tonka, Toys for Tots, ar
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Patches of Police
agencies that have hired

WHPS Reserve Officers




