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Crown Granted Mineral Claims: (New Westminster D'istrictj 

Claim Name Record No. 

pg ; #1 

Lucky 4 3" 

Lucky 4 I '; 
;;iFv:: #6 

Epsilon Fraction 
Gamma Fraction 
Delta Fraction : 

990 
999 

1001 
989 

1033 
1034 
1098 

991 
998 

1000 

Rico holds a substantial interest in four Cheam Crown grants 

and two fractions known as: I 

Record NQ. 

Merry Widow 
Storm Fr. 
White 
Pl Fr. 

L1094 
LlO99 
L1097 
L988 
L1002 
L1095 

The area is located seventeen miles east of 

Chilliwack, British Columbia and is'almost due south of 

the village of Laidlow on the Trans-Canada Highway. 

Information 

The information for this report was obtained by a 

personal geological study in the field by the writer and by 

sampling of mineral showings wherever possible0 

All pertinent written information on the-property 

in reports by Dr. Dolmage, Henry Hill and W. N.-Plumb was 

carefully read; 

.  



? 
? 

-‘3- ”  

Conversations were held with Henry Hill and Mr. 

Malcom of Phelps Dodge to obtain the viewpoints ofother 

engineers on the deposits. 

,.I. 

1 
I 

Long discussions were held with T. H. Wilkinson 

on the historical aspects of the property. I wish at this 

time to acknowledge the help and assistance given by Mr. .- I 

Wilkinson whose knowledge of the area and personnel saved 
I 

days in orientation of the work. 

The geological work and sampling of ore bodies re- 

quired the use of helicopters for all the,work at higher 

elevations. The lower Portion of the work and examination 

of the geological contact conditions‘in the Granite - Foley 

Creek section was completed on foot which also permitted an 

assessment of the possibilities of access. 

Tonoarauhv 

The property is located at-the east end of the 

Cheam Range in the Coast Range-Mountains. This range is a 

knife edged ridge at about 6,000 elevation with eight peaks 

ranging up to 7,700 feet in height. In general the north 

slopes are very precipitous with the south slopes being steep 

but more approachable. 
1 

The western portion of the Rico - : 

property covers part ofthis ridge and is unapproachable 

from any direction. In the eastern portion from Foley Moun- 

tain the main ridge seems' to swing to the.northeast and a 
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second ridge branches off to the southeast forming a valley I 

about 1,000 feet 'wide and dipping at about 30' to the east. 
. 

At the head of this valley is the main showing of Rico and 

part way down is the east showing. This valley forms the 
I 

head waters of Granite Creek. The tops of the ridges are / 1 

. covered with year round glaciers and during the reconnaissance 

there was more snow than would be present later in the year 
/ 

making observations difficult at higher elevations. / 
/ 

It might be well to trace the descent from the I 
main showing to Ford (Foley) creek. From the main zone there ' 

is a fairly even 30'slope down from about 6,200 feet.to just I 

east of the east showing a distance of about 2,000 feet to an i 
, 

elevation of about 5,200 feet, then a precipitous drop of about ~. i 

700 feet to 4,500 feet at the head of Granite Creek, thenc,e a ~ 

gradual drop down Granite Creek for about a mile to about 3,700 

.( feet and thence a quick drop in the next half mile of about 906 

feet down to the level of Foley Creek0 

Geolosv 

The whole area of the property is underlain by grano-' : i 

diorite"intrusives in-the northern section and impure sediments : 

in the southern section. 

The granodiorite intrusives.are believed to be post 

jurassic in age and are clearly distinguishable because of 

their typical grey colour on weathering. 
1 

_ / 
j 
I 
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The impure sediments are commonly known as the 

Chilliwack group and are believed to be upper carboniferous ! 

in age. The exposed outcrops are impure argillites with a 

high iron content and weather a typical rusty red colour. 

The contact between these two rocks is clearly 

defined and has a vertical attitude on exposed cliff faces 

and strikes west - northwest. This contact passes between 

Cheam peak and the Four Brothers Mountain crosses just north 

of Stewart and Foley peaks runs down the valley leading to 

Granite Creek and along the south edge of the Granite Creek 

Valley, crosses Ford Creek and swings sharply south of Ford 

Creek. 

There is no visible alteration in the intrusives 

near the contact but in the sediments in many places there is 

minor alteration and silicification. In those places where 

there is an embayment in the contact you get the altered skarn 

zones in which the pods of massive sulphide mineralization 

occurs . 

The contact zone itself is obscured by overburden 

in the Ford Creek area and part way up Granite Creek except 

for two steep cliff faces. Itcan be observed near the east 

ore zone but is obscured by talus and ice farther up near the main' 

ore zone. Farther-west it can be seen but the slopes are so 

steep it cannot be examined. / 
.t 
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Ore Zones 

(a) Main Ore Zones 
, 

The method of sampling and drilling of the three 

zones was discussed thoroughly with Henry Hill and I believe 

that good technical practice was observed: In the field 

check samples were taken but due to depth of snow it was im- 

possible to sample and establish the size of the 'C' zone. 

The samples taken checked closely with results obtained by 
j 

Henry Hill. 

So for all practical purposes we can assume that 

Hill's‘ estimates, as follows, are acceptable: 

Tons Oz; Gold 02, Silver $ Copper 

High Grade 25;ooo .07 
Low Grade 75,000 

,j:; 
3 

- 
Total 100,000 .02 204 3.52 .'a 

From the drilling it would seem that the area beneath the 'A' 
i ', zone was not too well explored and a further eight holesmight '. 

have increased the above figures,perhaps by 15 or 20%. The 

accompanying plan would indicate this area. There are many 

large clear quartz crystals in vugs in association with the 

\ copper ore and could have important by-product values. It 

would be well to point out at this time that the estimated 

tonnages of low grade could not be considered ore with the 

present system of access since it could not be mined at a 

profit. ,' 
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(b) East Ore Bbdv 

The surface outcrop of chalcopyrite is not large 

.at the east ore body although the skarn zone is quite exten- . : 

sive extending down a 200 foot cliff, The chalcopyrite zone 

is about 20 feet long and 15 feet wide and extends down the : _' 
cliff for a short distance. It assays 6.05% copper, There 

is evidence of tunnels at two elevations below this zone with " 

the top one caved and the bottom one almost unrecognizable .I 

except for a trench type depression. However, there is' an 

extensive rock dump just below the old tunnel which looks 

like the tunnel may have been two to three hundred feet long 

which it would have had to be to reach the east ore body. 

The extent of the dump at the lower elevation would lead one 

to believe that the prospectors must have had some encourage- 

'merit in this tunnel and when proper access to this area is 

est,ablished it should be'cleaned out. It would take two men 

probably a month to clear up this tunnel and make it safe for 

,entry and-would cost about $2;500.00. 

It would be comparatively easy'to,drill this east 

ore body from the intrusive side of the contactsince there 

is the sloping bottom of the basin to drill from and the east 

showing is much higher,‘ It is impossible to work from the 

sedimentary side because there is continually slides of rock 

from the steep slopes to the south. 'The contact zone between 

the two ore zones could be drilled in a similar manner0 
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.1 
A couple of long holes could be drilled from the .. 

bottom of the cliff to the area east of the east zone and 

would indicate if the zone extends‘east at depth. -1 
Ore Possibilities 

The known ore bodies are replacements in the 

sediments near the sedimentary igneous contact and in each 

case the ore bodies themselves although of good grade are 

plums of limited tonnage. The possibility of there being ' _' 

further similar plum type bodies along this contact would / 
. 

be considered good. 

The only set of conditions which are different 

where the known bodies occur seem to be minor folding or 

&J - embayments in the contact and similar conditions could be 

present anywhere along the contact.' The contact area should ', 
'. 

: 
i' ,, I '1 j be prospected by geological and geophysical methods all along 

from Granite Creek down Ford Creek right to Ford Lake. ,This 'I 
! :,. could be done by a three man party including a geologist, 

I , 
i 

/ '. 
1 

geophysicist and prospector and could be completed in six 1 

weeks to two months for a cost of about $8,500,00. If proper 3 
‘ 

access is established then the contact area from Granite Creek / 
I 

up to the main zone can be tested by diamond drilling. I 

West of the main ore zone would not be of particular .. 1 I, 
interest at this time since access is all but impossible and -1 

I you would have to have a money making operation in progress ! 

before considering this type of risk capital. 
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Access 

I believe the controlling factor in any future 

operation at Rico is possible access to the ore areas. 

; Rapid examination of the route from Laidlow up Jones 

Creek and past Janes Lake led me to dismiss this possibility. , 
11 Thorough examination of the Ford Creek - Granite Creek : 

route would lead me to believe it would be feasible to build a I ' 

road, although probably fairly difficult in the lower section of ': 

Granite Creek. It would have the following advantages: 

(a) Slopes would be more moderate and could be kept open 
year round. 

(b) It would be'controlled by Rico. 

(cl It parallels the favourable contact zone and any bodies 
found would have .easy access to this road. I : 

(d) It could be used to handle all ore from the main zone ', Q 
east and south. 

There is evidence from an old trail that the prospectors : , 

in the early work crossed the Granite Creek basin above the cliff 

on a pack trail and proceeded along the south side of the Granite 1 

Creek basin at about 5,200 foot elevation and then headed north 

up Foley Creek. It is not known where this pack trail came out ' 

but it would be difficult to prepare a road this'way. 

Conclusions and Recommendations 

There are two main problems at Rico that must be over- 
I. 

come for this property to become a producing mine, namely there 

must be a suitable; reasonable cost method of access obtained 

and further tonnages of ore must be discovered to make the 

capital expenditure a realistic figure per ton of 

\ 
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MINING AND EXPLORATION CONSULTANTS LIMITED 
i#?%“de% NTARIO . PHONE EM. 4.1429 OR EM. 4-1420 

Rica Cop er l4ims Limited ' 
4- 821 &eet Fender Stre&, 
VAlKmJmR 1, B.C. 

1. Field Work and Report on property 
fn Cheat RarGe 

2. (a) 

03) 

(cl 
Id) 

(69) 

(f) 

likpens~ incurred 
Tranaportatbon - Toronto - Vancouver 
T.C.A. return 

T. I% Kerr - mpenm account 

(a 
(b 1 

PiePd transportation ground 

Ii 

Q.ges in field 
c Local flying - ChiPliwack - Cee8fea 
d Board and Iodg;fng, camp %uppP%es 

Pacific Hslicoptsra L&sit&d 
Express samples and baggage 

&maying 

TeLephone and telegram charge8 

$3;ooo.~ 

296.00 

i%*E 
72:oo 

321.24 

433.33 
28.50 
%%.OO 

42.50 

$4;647.47 

e -7 

C 0 
0 I 
P L 
Y Y 
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POSSIBLE MINE DEVELOflwENr 

SCALE: I’= 1000” JULY, 1961 
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