
Life Lessons from 
John the Baptist 

Wednesday, May 27, 2020 

7:05 PM 

Bible Study 
  

Learn to speak the truth at all times 
● But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees come to his baptism, he said 

unto them, O generation of vipers, who hath warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 
 Matthew 3:7 

  
Use Case 
For Herod had laid hold on John, and bound him, and put him in prison for Herodias' sake, his 
brother Philip's wife. For John said unto him, It is not lawful for thee to have her. And when he 
would have put him to death, he feared the multitude, because they counted him as a prophet. 
Matt 14:3-5 
  
Let your speech be always with grace, seasoned with salt, that ye may know how ye ought to 
answer every man. 
Col 4:6 
  
Holding fast the faithful word as he hath been taught, that he may be able by sound doctrine 
both to exhort and to convince the gainsayers. 
Titus 1:9 
  

Let your character lead people to God 
He was a burning and a shining light: and ye were willing for a season to rejoice in his light.   
John 5:35 
  
Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill cannot be hid. Neither do men light a 
candle, and put it under a bushel, but on a candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that are in the 
house. Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your 
Father which is in heaven. 
Matthew 5:14-16 
  

 



The race for eternal life is not a competition 
Again the next day after John stood, and two of his disciples; And looking upon Jesus as he 
walked, he saith, Behold the Lamb of God! And the two disciples heard him speak, and they 
followed Jesus. 
John 1:35-37 
  

Doubt is a human tendency 
John answered them, saying, I baptize with water: but there standeth one among you, whom ye 
know not; He it is, who coming after me is preferred before me, whose shoe's latchet I am not 
worthy to unloose. These things were done in Bethabara beyond Jordan, where John was 
baptizing.The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto him, and saith, Behold the Lamb of God, 
which taketh away the sin of the world. This is he of whom I said, After me cometh a man which 
is preferred before me: for he was before me.  And I knew him not: but that he should be made 
manifest to Israel, therefore am I come baptizing with water. And John bare record, saying, I 
saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and it abode upon him. 
John 1:26-32 
  
And said unto him, Art thou he that should come, or do we look for another ? Jesus answered 
and said unto them, Go and shew John again those things which ye do hear and see: The blind 
receive their sight, and the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are 
raised up, and the poor have the gospel preached to them. And blessed is he, whosoever shall 
not be offended in me. 
Matt 11:3-6 
  

● Learn to defer to the revelation of God for you or about a situation over any 
human understanding 

● John sent message to Jesus for clarification 
  
Question 
(a) Do we accept reproach when we do things wrong ? 

But when Peter was come to Antioch, I withstood him to the face, because he was to be 
blamed. For before that certain came from James, he did eat with the Gentiles: but when 
they were come, he withdrew and separated himself, fearing them which were of the 
circumcision. And the other Jews dissembled likewise with him; insomuch that Barnabas 
also was carried away with their dissimulation. 
But when I saw that they walked not uprightly according to the truth of the gospel, I said 
unto Peter before them all, If thou, being a Jew, livest after the manner of Gentiles, and 
not as do the Jews, why compellest thou the Gentiles to live as do the Jews? 

● Galatians 2:11-14 



  
(b) Are we doing self reflection ? 

Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith; prove your own selves. Know ye not your 
own selves, how that Jesus Christ is in you, except ye be reprobates? But I trust that ye 
shall know that we are not reprobates. 
2 Corinthians 13:5-6 

  

Identify your purpose and run with it 
John bare witness of him, and cried, saying, This was he of whom I spake, He that cometh after 
me is preferred before me: for he was before me. And of his fullness have all we received, and 
grace for grace. For the law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ. No 
man hath seen God at any time; the only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, he 
hath declared him. 
And this is the record of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask 
him, Who art thou? And he confessed, and denied not; but confessed, I am not the Christ. And 
they asked him, What then? Art thou Elias? And he saith, I am not. Art thou that prophet? And 
he answered, No. Then said they unto him, Who art thou? that we may give an answer to them 
that sent us. What says thou of thyself? He said, I am the voice of one crying in the wilderness, 
Make straight the way of the Lord, as said the prophet Esaias. And they which were sent were 
of the Pharisees. And they asked him, and said unto him, Why baptize thou then, if thou be not 
that Christ, nor Elias, neither that prophet? John answered them, saying, I baptize with water: 
but there standeth one among you, whom ye know not; He it is, who coming after me is 
preferred before me, whose shoe's latchet I am not worthy to unloose. 
John 1:15-27 
  
  

Be Humble in your spirit 
● He never focused on himself but on the mission 
● He kept preaching the gospel of repentance 

  

Zealous is required to do God's work 
● In those days came John the Baptist, preaching in the wilderness of Judaea, And saying, 

Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. For this is he that was spoken of by the 
prophet Esaias, saying, The voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of 
the Lord, make his paths straight. And the same John had his raiment of camel's hair, 
and a leathern girdle about his loins; and his meat was locusts and wild honey. 

● John 3:1-5 



  
 

Question 
( c ) Why are we not zealous for God anymore ? 
( d) What are the things distracting us from doing the work ? 
  

Our faith will surely be tested 
● These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace. In the world ye 

shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world. 
● John 16:33 

  
That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it 
be tried with fire, might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of 
Jesus Christ: 
1 Peter 1:7 
  

Your message will be interpreted differently 
● John was focused being grounded in the word 

  

Jesus was the message 
● Always make Jesus the focus of the message 
● Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the 

Father, but by me. If ye had known me, ye should have known my Father also: and from 
henceforth ye know him, and have seen him. John 14:6-7 

  

God's Prophecy will always come to pass 
The voice of him that cries in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make 
straight in the desert a highway for our God. 
Every valley shall be exalted, 
and every mountain and hill shall be made low: 
and the crooked shall be made straight, 
and the rough places plain: 
And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, 
and all flesh shall see it together: 
for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it. 
Isa 40:3-5 


