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How do we best 
manage student 
work? 

“Never help a child with a task 
at which he feels he can 
succeed” - Maria Montessori
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❑ We use an individualized approach to assess each students’ 
abilities and achievements.

❑  According to Montessori for Today, “Grading in Montessori 
schools does not consist of letter or number grades. Children 
who learn the Montessori way get encouragement and 
progress reports rather than letter grades. Rather than being 
measured in comparison to peers, Montessori children are 
allowed to work on things at their own pace and are evaluated 
on individual progress.”(Jones, 2022) 

❑  The teachers grade their students with constructive criticism 
and feedback on what they do, guidance and encouragement, 
and self-assessment.

❑  Once a semester we send report cards home that rate 
children’s learning on scales of 1 to 4.  

❑  State-mandated testing like NWEA also provides us with 
some feedback on how the children are doing in comparison 
to peers at area schools. 

Montessori schools do not use 
traditional grading systems.

Grading Systems
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Student Engagement

Montessori Materials

The classroom is full of beautiful 

Montessori materials and a 

pleasant environment. 

Create a safe & supportive 
classroom 

All students are valued and encouraged.  

Our focus is on consistent, hard work 

versus grades and tests. 

Check in often

Teachers circulate the room 

checking student work during 

entire work cycle

Differentiate Work 

Work is given to students 
based on their level.



Student Work

A hybrid of public with Montessori 

methods. 

Public Montessori Methods
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❖ Our overall goal for the children is that they are self-motivated 

learners with the life skills needed for their future. These skills include 

the ability to study areas of interest, independent work habits, 
organizational skills, and acceptable social skills.

❖ Children are given small group, large group and individual lessons. 

They practice the lessons through individual and partner work. At 

this level, works become more involved and may take longer to 

complete. In Middle Elementary we are focusing on the quality of the 

child’s work and encouraging them to take pride in their work rather 
than how quickly they complete the work.

❖ During the Work Cycle the children are guided to make their own 

choices of what to work on by planning out their works on their work 

plan and using it to keep track of the works completed. Students can 

self-check work but once at least three works have been completed 

they must be checked by a teacher. 

❖ We do still adhere to Indiana State Standards. Within these 

guidelines we will provide instruction related to the standards so that 
students can feel confident on tests and within outside peer groups.



Assignments 

-This is an example of a Montessori workplan. Students are 

given individualized workplans with work being introduced at 

the appropriate level for that student. 

-Every day students have a 3-hour work cycle in which they 

are expected to complete a certain number of works each 

day. In the afternoon students do recess, specials and some 

group lessons, the class meeting or activity.  

Example workplan 
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Impact on Grade 
Level & Content Area

Standardized tests such as I-READ, I-Learn and 

NWEA 3rd and 4th grades provide more outside 

pressure and accountability during these years. 

At GMA we have two grade levels in each 

classroom so that students may align with the 

levels that are most appropriate (outside of 

testing).

 

3rd and 4th Grades in One Classroom 
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Circle Time

• At Circle Time students are given the opportunity each 

morning to practice certain roles such as chairperson, 

meteorologist, jester and more. 

• During the last portion of Circle Time the teacher gives 

announcements 

• A large group lesson often will take place to review 

“morning work” . 

• Students complete “morning work” during the first 15 

minutes of the school day. 

Brief, important routine each day 
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https://cii.wwu.edu/showcase2017/currier/index.shtml
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
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