October 17, 2026 | 9a-12p
Sandia Knolls Neighborhood Association Meeting
Location: Vista Grande Community Center
Attendees: 51 neighborhood residents + board members: President: Stephanie Siemek, Vice President: Janet Winchester-Silbaugh, Treasurer: Mark Emery, Secretary: Jennifer Goff
Meeting started: 9:09am 
Meeting adjourned: 11:53am
Agenda:
· 9-10am Wildfire risk, defensible space and mitigation opportunities
· Presented by: Ciudad SWCD, Ricky Reedy, 505-431-3547, ricky@ciudadswcd.org 
· 10-11am Sandia Knolls Wildfire Evacuation Route Improvement Project (Fall 2026)
· Presented by: Lieutenant Wildland Fire Coordinator, Bernalillo County, Fire Rescue, Joshua Skrondahl, (505) 250-7844,  jaskrondahl@bernco.gov
· 11-12pm General annual SKNA meeting topics & elections
Minutes (taken by Jennifer Goff and Janet Winchester-Silbaugh):
Questions for Ricky after his Wildfire Risk presentation (available on the SKNA website):
· What is average cost for homeowners’ wildfire reduction projects: $400 per acre
· Will homeowners be compensated for trees cut down? This has not been an issue, so no.
· What happens to the vegetation being cut down? Trees will be cut into logs, stacked in same location, and available for pick up on a first-come, first-served basis. Smaller thrash will be chipped and sent to the Transfer station where people can pick it up if desired.
· Regarding unoccupied property, is there any responsibility for owners to maintain their property?  Contact Bernalillo County Assessor who can possibly help (reporting anonymously is an option). https://www.bernco.gov/
· What if our neighbors won’t mitigate their property? Share/educate this information with them.
· Will the presentations be available? Will be put on the website.
Knolls Evacuation Project – Joshua Skrondahl, Wildfire coordinator
Due to the difficulty in establishing emergency evacuation routes in SKNA he is continuing to write grants. Currently they have received one for $100K focusing on what can be improved. See notes from Joshua in italics below.
Current focus is on hazardous fuels reduction to take place in the Bernalillo County setbacks and easements.
Per Joshua: "Bernalillo County Fire Rescue has received a $100,000 New Mexico Association of Counties Wildfire Risk Reduction grant that we intend to use for an evacuation route improvement project focused on reducing hazardous wildfire fuels through hand thinning with chainsaws along the identified roadways. The intent is to focus this work on the main evacuation routes used by the community, so the project provides the greatest possible benefit to residents and emergency responders. This work will improve roadside clearance, visibility, emergency access, and evacuation conditions while reducing the amount and continuity of hazardous vegetation adjacent to the route. I have attached a tentative project map showing the roadways currently being considered."
This project does not include roadway improvement. At the completion of the Wildfire Risk improvement project, improvements to road drainage and maintenance will be investigated.
This project includes two and a half miles of SKN roads, with the first 7 ft. (setback) to be cleared of most vegetation. The next zone (fuel-reduction) is 8 ft. beyond the first 7 ft. easement and will vary with how each property on interacts with the road. It will be the thinning and pruning (removing of lower limbs) and leaving healthy trees.

Siberian Elm are problematic, as they are not a native species and when chopped off at ground-level, aggressively sprout new saplings. Due to this, stumps will be treated with an agent to prevent saplings from proliferating.
Per Joshua: For the Siberian Elms, here is info that Ricky sent me after we received an email from a concerned neighbor about using Roundup...
"-As others have said, Glyphosate aka Roundup brand products will not be used. 
-Oaks and Siberian Elms that are within the 7ft set back off either side of the pavement along the project route are planned to receive a cut stump method chemical treatment. Cut Stump means that just enough chemical to cover the freshly cut stumps of the target trees is painted or dribbled onto the stumps. 
-The reason for using this treatment method on these species is that they actively resprout from the stumps and from their root systems if they are not treated. Often, these species come back even thicker than before they were cut as they will regenerate from both locations, the chemical application greatly reduces this.
-The chemicals that are used by Ciudad contractors for this type of project are Triclopyr based products, usually Garlon 3A or a similar generic/alternative Triclopyr based product. These chemicals are mixed with water and are rated for use in and around waterways, they are commonly used on Bosque restoration projects as well.
-The juniper and pinon trees that will be cut in this project will not receive any chemical treatment."
If a fence is located within the setback zone, thinning will take place up to the fence and not on the other side of the fence, even if the homeowner wants it to.

Questions/Answers
· If a homeowner has stakes over 20ft. into their property, can they perform the thinning themselves prior to the project beginning? Yes, with final assessment done by Ricky and Josh.
· Ciudad now has a cost-share program to help with watershed erosion and flooding. For more information visit https://www.ciudadswcd.org/watershed-erosion-and-gsi-cost-share-program and/or contact annie@ciudadswcd.org. 
· Is there any other emergency exit from the Knolls? Not officially. There is an unmaintained pipeline road which requires AWD or 4WD and connects with the Mountain Valley neighborhood. Use of this road by multiple vehicles could result in damage to the pipeline which is only buried 1 ft. deep in places, so use is discouraged.
· Who is coming and what if homeowner doesn’t want a specific tree removed? Pre-approved contractors will be doing the work. If homeowner has specific trees they don’t want removed, they can email Josh to let him know. Fir trees are not being targeted. Pinon and Juniper are primary targets.
· When does the project start? Mid-November 2026, running through December 2026.
· Will they leave the chipping? No, you must go to the transfer station to pick this up yourself.
· Before the project begins, if we have dead trees on our property, cut them down, and put them within the easement, will the contractor take care of them? No. Suggested not to do. 
· Are you going up Oakhill? No.
· Will cars need to be moved if located within the setback areas? Yes, they will be asked to be moved and if not, the work will be done around them.
· With just one emergency exit route is there a way to do an imminent domain to provide another exit? Email elected officials for more information. 
· Will the evacuation clearing be extended to other streets? Hopefully, but depends on future funding.

Firewise – Presented by Janet Winchester-Silbaugh
Insurance a problem… two things we can do. One, apply to be a wildfire prepared home (see website). If certified, insurance carrier may listen. $125 to apply. 
Second, become a Firewise community. A board has been assembled. Create a 5 -year plan to include public education, chipper events, etc. More info is coming through SKNA website.
Social Interest within the Neighborhood: Discussion
A get together could be used as a fundraiser (with local bands) held at places like Rumor Brewing or Lantern Ridge.
Community garage sales suggested. Problems in the past were the left-over items that had to be discarded, which cost money and time.
Suggested people man their own items and be responsible for taking anything left at the end of the sale.
If you’d like to volunteer to manage garage sales, notify Stephanie.
Block party suggested… shut down road… potluck, get together and meet your neighbors.
On Derek Road, there is a large piece of land which belongs to APS that could possibly be utilized. We could ask APS if we could clean it up and utilize it as a community.
Pancake breakfast house-owner has moved. It was a private event, and all food was supplied by them.
Do a crawl… use neighborhood as a get to know each other.
Hold a raffle to get donations… anyone want to donate something of value?
Send Stephanie ideas after meeting.

Chipper Day Interest
Another Chipper Day interest is good. Will investigate grant opportunities. Suggested distributing a sign-up sheet for those who want to participate & could help fund it.
Concern regarding over-growth of trees and shrubs blocking narrow roads. Josh suggested emailing the Bernalillo County Assessor portal. Question of whether we are allowed to do the trimming ourselves within the easement zone? Yes. But the boundaries are not clearly marked so it could be an issue with the homeowners adjacent to the overgrowth problem.
Fire Phone-Tree
Fire phone-tree was asked about. Specifically, if someone has pets, directions on how to take care of them if they are not home and unable to get back in. Stephanie asked for a copy of the old one. This topic will continue to be addressed.
Josh mentioned how the public alerts function. You must be physically within the alerting boundary area to receive the text/email. He suggested signing up for the Everbridge Alert, so if you are not within the radius (i.e., working in Albuquerque) you will still receive these public alerts. *QR code to be added to Sandia Knolls website.
Bears & Wildlife
Bears? Another meeting with a game warden is in the planning. Until then, ensure anything attractive to bears is inaccessible to them (like trash) to prevent unnecessary euthanizing of the bears. Questions, contact Stephanie or her husband, Joe Acord (505) 538-5253.
DUES
Dues can be paid on website. $10 per year. Expenses listed in Stephanie’s slides are posted on the website.
Per Mark Emery, Treasurer: Currently we have a balance of $1000 which is incurring bank charges (for balances below $1500). 
Someone suggested we post signs reminding folks to pay their dues and where it can be done.
Elections held:
All current board members will remain in place for the next year.
Stephanie’s nomination of President was seconded by Mark Emery
Janet’s nomination of Vice President was seconded by John Duvall
Mark’s nomination of Treasurer was seconded by Jennifer Goff
Jennifer’s nomination of Secretary was seconded by Kathy McCoy
Voting – unanimous across the board in favor of retaining the current members.
	End of Minutes



