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The Baptism of Our Lord 
8 am and 11 am Worship Service 

 

As We Gather 
Today we hear the divine promise in Isaiah 42, identifying Jesus as God’s chosen servant. From 
the beginning, however, we are told He is not only to be King of the Jews alone but a light to 

lighten the Gentiles also. The great news is that He is the Savior of and for all people, the 
descendants not only of Abraham but also of Adam and Noah! By repentance of sin and faith in 
Christ, worked by the same Spirit that marked Jesus as the chosen one at His Baptism, now all 

who are baptized into Christ—Jew or Gentile—are the chosen people of God. Praising and 
thanking God for calling and saving us, we echo the Gospel to all people in the words of the 

Psalm: “Praise the LORD, all nations! Extol Him, all peoples!” (Psalm 117:1).. 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

The Star Proclaims the King Is Here LSB 399 (vs. 1-4) 
The star proclaims the King is here; 
But, Herod, why this senseless fear? 

For He who offers heav’nly birth 
Seeks not the kingdoms of this earth. 

 

 The eastern sages saw from far 
And followed on His guiding star; 

And, led by light, to light they trod 
And by their gifts confessed their God. 

 

 Within the Jordan’s sacred flood 
The heav’nly Lamb in meekness stood 
That He, of whom no sin was known, 

Might cleanse His people from their own. 
 

 And oh, what miracle divine, 
When water reddened into wine! 

He spoke the word, and forth it flowed 
In streams that nature ne’er bestowed. 

Public domain 
 

Invocation 
In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
 Amen. 

 

Confession and Absolution 
Jesus Christ is God’s chosen one, who came and who comes again today to call everyone to 

salvation from sin and death and who makes all who are baptized in His name 
to be the chosen sons and daughters of God. Marked by the sacred waters of 
Holy Baptism, let us receive God’s assurance and promise of forgiveness. 

 
 



3 | P a g e  

 Almighty God, our dear Father in heaven, in Holy Baptism You have marked 
us with the sign of the holy cross upon our foreheads and upon our hearts to 
mark us as people of Your choosing to be redeemed by Christ the crucified. 
Open our eyes to Your light of freedom and forgiveness and to Your calling 
of us to be Your own chosen people of Your eternal kingdom. 

 

Upon this your confession, the almighty God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given 
you the new birth of water and of the Spirit, has forgiven you all your sins. God 
strengthen you with His grace to life  everlasting. 
Amen. 

 

The Star Proclaims the King Is Here LSB 399 (vs. 5) 
For this Thy glad epiphany 

All glory, Jesus, be to Thee, 
Whom with the Father we adore, 

And Holy Spirit evermore. 
Public domain 

Service of the Word 
Prayer of the Day 

The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 

Let us pray 
Father in heaven, at the Baptism of Jesus in the Jordan River You proclaimed Him Your 
beloved Son and anointed Him with the Holy Spirit. Make all who are baptized in His name 
faithful in their calling as Your children and inheritors with Him of everlasting life; through 
the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 
 Amen. 

 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 42:1–9 
(The Chosen One of the Lord) 

1Behold my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; I have put my Spirit 
upon him; he will bring forth justice to the nations. 2He will not cry aloud or lift up his voice, 
or make it heard in the street; 3a bruised reed he will not break, and a faintly burning wick he 
will not quench; he will faithfully bring forth justice. 
4He will not grow faint or be discouraged till he has established justice in the earth; and the 
coastlands wait for his law. 5Thus says God, the LORD, who created the heavens and stretched 
them out, who spread out the earth and what comes from it, who gives breath to the people on 
it and spirit to those who walk in it: 

6“I am the LORD; I have called you in righteousness; I will take you by the hand and 
keep you; I will give you as a covenant for the people, a light for the nations, 7to open the eyes 
that are blind, to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, from the prison those who sit in 
darkness.8I am the LORD; that is my name; my glory I give to no other, nor my praise to carved 
idols. 
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9Behold, the former things have come to pass, and new things I now declare; before they spring 
forth I tell you of them.” 

 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 

 

Epistle Romans 6:1–11 
 

(We are created to walk in newness of life in Christ) 
1What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound? 2By no means! How 
can we who died to sin still live in it? 3Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized 
into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4We were buried therefore with him by baptism 
into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we 
too might walk in newness of life. 
5For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with him 
in a resurrection like his. 6We know that our old self was crucified with him in order that the 
body of sin might be brought to nothing, so that we would no longer be enslaved to sin. 7For 
one who has died has been set free from sin. 8Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that 
we will also live with him. 9We know that Christ being raised from the dead will never die 
again; death no longer has dominion over him. 10For the death he died he died to sin, once for 
all, but the life he lives he lives to God. 11So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and 
alive to God in Christ Jesus. 

 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 

 

Holy Gospel Matthew 3:13–17 
(Jesus is baptized by John in the Jordan River.) 

 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the third chapter. 
 Glory to You, O Lord. 

 
13Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to John, to be baptized by him. 14John would 
have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” 15But 
Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.” 
Then he consented. 
 16And when Jesus was baptized, immediately he went up from the water, and behold, the 
heavens were opened to him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and coming 
to rest on him; 17and behold, a voice from heaven said, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I 
am well pleased.” 

 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. 
He descended into hell.  The third day He rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
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From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life T everlasting.  Amen. 

 

To Jordan’s River Came Our Lord LSB 405 
 To Jordan’s river came our Lord, 
The Christ, whom heav’nly hosts adored, 
The God from God, the Light from Light, 

The Lord of glory, pow’r, and might. 
 

 The Savior came to be baptized— 
The Son of God in flesh disguised— 
To stand beneath the Father’s will 

And all His righteousness fulfill. 
 

 As Jesus in the Jordan stood 
And John baptized the Lamb of God, 

The Holy Spirit, heav’nly dove, 
Descended on Him from above. 

 

 Then from God’s throne with thund’rous sound 
Came God’s own voice with words profound: 

“This is My Son,” was His decree, 
“The one I love, who pleases Me.” 

 

 The Father’s word, the Spirit’s flight 
Anointed Christ in glorious sight 

As God’s own choice, from Adam’s fall 
To save the world and free us all. 

 

 Now rise, faint hearts, be resolute; 
This man is Christ, our substitute! 

He was baptized in Jordan’s stream, 
Proclaimed Redeemer, Lord supreme. 

© 1993 James P. Tiefel. Used by permission. 
 

Message Pastor Nathan McCarty 
 

Prayers of the Church 
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Service of the Sacrament 
Preface LSB 194 

The Lord be with you. 
 And with thy spirit. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them up unto the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is meet and right so to do. 

 

Proper Preface 
It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
to You through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Therefore with angels and archangels and with all 
the company of heaven, we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You 
and singing: 

 

Sanctus LSB 195 
Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; 
Heaven and earth are full of Thy glory. 
Hosanna. hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He 
That cometh in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

 

The Words of Our Lord 
 

The Peace 
The peace of the T Lord be with you always. 
 Amen. 

 

Agnus Dei LSB 198 
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, grant us Thy peace.  
Amen. 

 

Beautiful Savior LSB 537 
Beautiful Savior, 

    King of creation, 
Son of God and Son of Man! 

    Truly I’d love Thee, 
    Truly I’d serve Thee, 

Light of my soul, my joy, my crown. 
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     Fair are the meadows, 
    Fair are the woodlands, 

Robed in flow’rs of blooming spring; 
    Jesus is fairer, 
    Jesus is purer, 

He makes our sorr’wing spirit sing. 
 

     Fair is the sunshine, 
    Fair is the moonlight, 

Bright the sparkling stars on high; 
    Jesus shines brighter, 

    Jesus shines purer 
Than all the angels in the sky. 

 

     Beautiful Savior, 
    Lord of the nations, 

Son of God and Son of Man! 
    Glory and honor, 
    Praise, adoration 

Now and forevermore be Thine! 
Public domain 

 

Post-Communion Prayer of Thanksgiving 
Let us pray. 

O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-
kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His 
sake You have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You 
not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds by Your 
Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

Blessing of God's People (Benediction) 
 

Sent Forth By God’s Blessing LSB 643 
1     Sent forth by God’s blessing, 

    Our true faith confessing, 
The people of God from His dwelling take leave. 

    The Supper is ended. 
    O now be extended 

The fruits of this service in all who believe. 
    The seed of His teaching, 
    Receptive souls reaching, 

Shall blossom in action for God and for all. 
    His grace did invite us, 
    His love shall unite us 

To work for God’s kingdom and answer His call. 
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     With praise and thanksgiving 
    To God ever-living, 

The tasks of our ev’ryday life we will face. 
    Our faith ever sharing, 

    In love ever caring, 
Embracing His children of each tribe and race. 

    With Your feast You feed us, 
    With Your light now lead us; 

Unite us as one in this life that we share. 
    Then may all the living 

    With praise and thanksgiving 
Give honor to Christ and His name that we bear. 

© 1964 World Library Publications. Used by permission. 
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The Baptism of Our Lord 
9:30 am Contemporary Service 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

Invocation 

Opening Songs of Praise 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 42:1–9 
(The Chosen One of the Lord) 

1Behold my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; I have put my Spirit 
upon him; he will bring forth justice to the nations. 2He will not cry aloud or lift up his voice, 
or make it heard in the street; 3a bruised reed he will not break, and a faintly burning wick he 
will not quench; he will faithfully bring forth justice. 
4He will not grow faint or be discouraged till he has established justice in the earth; and the 
coastlands wait for his law. 5Thus says God, the LORD, who created the heavens and stretched 
them out, who spread out the earth and what comes from it, who gives breath to the people on 
it and spirit to those who walk in it: 
6“I am the LORD; I have called you in righteousness; I will take you by the hand and keep you; I 
will give you as a covenant for the people, a light for the nations, 7to open the eyes that are 
blind, to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, from the prison those who sit in darkness. 
8I am the LORD; that is my name; my glory I give to no other, nor my praise to carved idols. 
9Behold, the former things have come to pass, and new things I now declare; before they spring 
forth I tell you of them.” 
 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 

 

Epistle Romans 6:1–11 
 

(We are created to walk in newness of life in Christ) 
1What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound? 2By no means! How 
can we who died to sin still live in it? 3Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized 
into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4We were buried therefore with him by baptism 
into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we 
too might walk in newness of life. 
5For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with him 
in a resurrection like his. 6We know that our old self was crucified with him in order that the 
body of sin might be brought to nothing, so that we would no longer be enslaved to sin. 7For 
one who has died has been set free from sin. 8Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that 
we will also live with him. 9We know that Christ being raised from the dead will never die 
again; death no longer has dominion over him. 10For the death he died he died to sin, once for 
all, but the life he lives he lives to God. 11So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and 
alive to God in Christ Jesus. 
 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
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Holy Gospel Matthew 3:13–17 
(Jesus is baptized by John in the Jordan River.) 

 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the third chapter. 
 Glory to You, O Lord. 

 
13Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to John, to be baptized by him. 14John would 
have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” 15But 
Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.” 
Then he consented. 16And when Jesus was baptized, immediately he went up from the water, 
and behold, the heavens were opened to him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a 
dove and coming to rest on him; 17and behold, a voice from heaven said, “This is my beloved 
Son, with whom I am well pleased.” 

 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. 
He descended into hell.  The third day He rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life T everlasting.  Amen. 

 

Praise Song 

Message Pastor Nathan McCarty 
 

Confession and Absolution 
Jesus Christ is God’s chosen one, who came and who comes again today to call everyone to 

salvation from sin and death and who makes all who are baptized in His name 
to be the chosen sons and daughters of God. Marked by the sacred waters of 
Holy Baptism, let us receive God’s assurance and promise of forgiveness. 

 Almighty God, our dear Father in heaven, in Holy Baptism You have marked 
us with the sign of the holy cross upon our foreheads and upon our hearts to 
mark us as people of Your choosing to be redeemed by Christ the crucified. 
Open our eyes to Your light of freedom and forgiveness and to Your calling 
of us to be Your own chosen people of Your eternal kingdom. 

 

Upon this your confession, the almighty God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given 
you the new birth of water and of the Spirit, has forgiven you all your sins. God 
strengthen you with His grace to life  everlasting. 
Amen. 

Holy Communion 

Prayers 
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Blessing of God’s People (Benediction) 

Closing Song of Praise 
 

Acknowledgments 
Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series A, Quarter 1. Copyright © 2025 Concordia Publishing House.  All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

Unless otherwise indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of 
Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. 

 


