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Third Sunday in Advent 
December 14th, 2025 

8 am and 11 am Worship Service 
 

As We Gather 
It is certainly easy to complain. We all do it. We look around and see all those things that are 
not what we think they should be. We look in the mirror and we see what we lack. When John 
sent his disciples to Jesus, Jesus called them to rejoice in what is already present. Christ, the 
Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world, had come. He brings healing and salvation 
to all who will receive Him. Quite literally, these miracles are still happening all around us. 

Those wounded by affliction and despair find healing in Christ. The dead in trespasses and sins 
are raised up to life. The weak are made strong, the poor are made rich, and those with only a 

past are given an eternal future. What do you see and hear? Look at the world, and you will 
find only complaint and fear; but look to Jesus, and you will find peace that surpasses all 

understanding and joy without end. 

Welcome and Announcements 
 
Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus LSB 338 

Come, thou long-expected Jesus, 
born to set thy people free; 

from our fears and sins release us; 
let us find our rest in thee. 

Israel’s strength and consolation, 
hope of all the earth thou art, 

dear Desire of ev’ry nation, 
joy of ev’ry longing heart. 

 
. Joy to those who long to see thee, 

Dayspring from on high, appear; 
come, thou promised Rod of Jesse, 

of thy birth we long to hear! 
O’er the hills the angels singing 

news, glad tidings of a birth: 
“Go to him, your praises bringing; 

Christ the Lord has come to earth.” 
 

. Come to earth to taste our sadness, 
he whose glories knew no end; 

by his life he brings us gladness, 
our Redeemer, Shepherd, Friend. 
Leaving riches without number, 

born within a cattle stall; 
this the everlasting wonder, 

Christ was born the Lord of all. 
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 Born thy people to deliver, 
born a child and yet a king, 
born to reign in us forever, 

now thy gracious kingdom bring. 
By thine own eternal Spirit 
rule in all our hearts alone; 
by thine all-sufficient merit, 

raise us to thy glorious throne. 
Public domain 

 

Lighting of the Advent Candles 
 

Invocation 
In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
 Amen. 

 

Confession and Absolution 
Blessed is he whose help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is in the LORD his God. 

The LORD sets the prisoners free; the LORD opens the eyes of the blind. 
 

Silence for self-examination. 
 

Holy and gracious God, 
 I confess that I have sinned against You this day. Some of my sin I know—the 

thoughts and words and deeds of which I am ashamed—but some is known 
only to You. In the name of Jesus Christ I ask forgiveness. Deliver and 
restore me that I may rest in peace. 

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your 
sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I 
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

 

He who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ. 
  Amen. 
 

Kyrie (See insert) 

Service of the Word 
Prayer of the Day 

The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 

Let us pray. 
Almighty and eternal God, Your kingdom is everlasting and Your promises are sure. 
Grant us grace to live with unfailing confidence, knowing that You will bring about that 
time when all of Your enemies are defeated and all of creation truly is at peace. This 
we ask for the sake of Jesus, our Savior and our King. 
Amen. 
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Old Testament Reading  Isaiah 35:1–10 
(The desert shall rejoice and blossom.) 

 

35 The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad; the desert shall rejoice and blossom like the 
crocus;  2  it shall blossom abundantly and rejoice with joy and singing.   The glory of Lebanon 
shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon.   They shall see the glory of the Lord, 
the majesty of our God.  
 3  Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees.  
 4  Say to those who have an anxious heart, “Be strong; fear not!   Behold, your God will come 
with vengeance,   with the recompense of God. He will come and save you.”  
 5  Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped;  
 6  then shall the lame man leap like a deer, and the tongue of the mute sing for joy.   For 
waters break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert;  
 7  the burning sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs of water;   in the haunt 
of jackals, where they lie down, the grass shall become reeds and rushes.  
 8  And a highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Way of Holiness;   the unclean shall 
not pass over it. It shall belong to those who walk on the way; even if they are fools, they shall 
not go astray.  
 9  No lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it;   they shall not be found 
there, but the redeemed shall walk there.  
 10  And the ransomed of the Lord shall return and come to Zion with singing;   everlasting joy 
shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain gladness and joy, and sorrow and sighing shall flee 
away. 
 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 

 

Epistle  James 5:7–11 
(An encouragement for Christians to wait for the Lord with patience.) 

 
7 Be patient, therefore, brothers, until the coming of the Lord. See how the farmer waits for 
the precious fruit of the earth, being patient about it, until it receives the early and the late 
rains. 8 You also, be patient. Establish your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand. 9 Do 
not grumble against one another, brothers, so that you may not be judged; behold, the Judge 
is standing at the door. 10 As an example of suffering and patience, brothers, take the prophets 
who spoke in the name of the Lord. 11 Behold, we consider those blessed who remained 
steadfast. You have heard of the steadfastness of Job, and you have seen the purpose of the 
Lord, how the Lord is compassionate and merciful. 
 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
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Holy Gospel  Matthew 11:2–15 
(Jesus speaks about John the Baptist.) 

 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eleventh chapter. 
 Glory to You, O Lord. 

 

2 Now when John heard in prison about the deeds of the Christ, he sent word by his disciples 
3 and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?” 4 And Jesus 
answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: 5 the blind receive their sight and 
the lame walk, lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised up, and the 
poor have good news preached to them. 6 And blessed is the one who is not offended by me.”  
 
7 As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds concerning John: “What did you go 
out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? 8 What then did you go out to see? A 
man dressed in soft clothing? Behold, those who wear soft clothing are in kings’ houses. 9 What 
then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 10 This is he of 
whom it is written,   
 “ ‘Behold, I send my messenger before your face, who will prepare your way before you.’  
 
11 Truly, I say to you, among those born of women there has arisen no one greater than John 
the Baptist. Yet the one who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. 12 From the 
days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven has suffered violence, and the 
violent take it by force. 13 For all the Prophets and the Law prophesied until John, 14 and if you 
are willing to accept it, he is Elijah who is to come. 15 He who has ears to hear, let him hear. 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. 
He descended into hell.  The third day He rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life T everlasting.  Amen. 

 

Herald, Sound the Note of Judgment LSB 511 
Herald, sound the note of judgment, 

    Warning us of right and wrong, 
Turning us from sin and sadness 

    Till once more we sing the song. 
 

Refrain: Sound the trumpet! 
Tell the message: 

Christ, the Savior king, is come! 
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Herald, sound the note of gladness; 
    Tell the news that Christ is here; 
Make a pathway through the desert 

    For the one who brings God near. Refrain 
 

Herald, sound the note of pardon— 
    Those repenting are forgiv’n; 

God receives His wayward children, 
    And to them new life is giv’n. Refrain 

 

Herald, sound the note of triumph; 
    Christ has come to share our life, 
Bringing God’s own love and power, 

    Granting vict’ry in our strife. Refrain 
© 1977 Moir A. J. Waters. Used by permission. 

 

Message  Pastor Dana Allen Brones 
 

Prayers of the Church 
 

Service of the Word 
Preface LSB 194 

The Lord be with you. 
 And with thy spirit. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them up unto the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is meet and right so to do. 

 

Proper Preface 
It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
to You through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Therefore with angels and archangels and with all 
the company of heaven, we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You 
and singing: 

 

Sanctus LSB 195 
Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; 
Heaven and earth are full of Thy glory. 
Hosanna. hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He 
That cometh in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

 

The Words of Our Lord 
 

The Peace 
The peace of the T Lord be with you always. 
 Amen. 



7 | P a g e  

Agnus Dei LSB 198 
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, grant us Thy peace.   

 

Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence LSB 621 
Let all mortal flesh keep silence 

    And with fear and trembling stand; 
Ponder nothing earthly-minded, 
    For with blessing in His hand 

Christ our God to earth descending 
    Comes our homage to demand. 

 

 King of kings yet born of Mary, 
    As of old on earth He stood, 
Lord of lords in human vesture, 
    In the body and the blood, 
He will give to all the faithful 

    His own self for heav’nly food. 
 

 Rank on rank the host of heaven 
    Spreads its vanguard on the way 
As the Light of Light, descending 

    From the realms of endless day, 
Comes the pow’rs of hell to vanquish 

    As the darkness clears away. 
 

 At His feet the six-winged seraph, 
    Cherubim with sleepless eye, 
Veil their faces to the presence 

    As with ceaseless voice they cry: 
“Alleluia, alleluia! 

    Alleluia, Lord Most High!” 
Public domain 

 

Dismissal 
 

Post Communion Prayer of Thanksgiving 
Let us pray.   
O Lord God, heavenly Father, ruler of all things, You have promised to return in Your 
appointed time to right all wrongs and defeat the power of sin, death, and Satan. Send 
Your Holy Spirit that, having now received this Holy Sacrament, we may joyfully continue 
our earthly pilgrimage until that time when we are gathered into Your heavenly kingdom to 
share in Your blessings for all eternity. This we ask through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen. 

 

Blessing of God's People (Benediction) 
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When the King Shall Come Again  
When the King shall come again 

All His power revealing 
Splendour shall announce His reign 

Life and joy and healing 
Earth no longer in decay 
Hope no more frustrated 

This is God's redemption day 
Longingly awaited 

  

In the desert trees take root 
Fresh from His creation 

Plants and flowers and sweetest fruit 
Join the celebration 

Rivers spring up from the earth 
Barren lands adorning 

Valleys this is your new birth 
Mountains greet the morning 

  

Strengthen feeble hands and knees 
Fainting hearts be cheerful 

God who comes for such as these 
Seeks and saves the fearful 

Deaf ears hear the silent tongues 
Sing away their weeping 

Blind eyes see the injured come 
Walking running leaping 

  

There God's highway shall be seen 
Where no roaring Lion 
Nothing evil or unclean 
Walks the road to Zion 

Ransomed people homeward bound 
All your praises voicing 

See your Lord with glory crowned 
Share in His rejoicing 

CCLI Song # 1890352 Christopher Idle 
© Words: 1982 Christopher Idle - The Jubilate Group (Admin. by Jubilate Hymns Ltd, sub to Hope Publishing for various regions) (Admin. by Hope Publishing 

Company)   Music: Public Domain For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 
CCLI License # 1673894 

 

 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! 

 
 

https://songselect.ccli.com/about/termsofuse
http://www.ccli.com/
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Third Sunday in Advent 
9:30 am Contemporary Service 

December  14 t h ,  2025 
Welcome and Announcements 

Opening Song of Praise & Lighting of Advent Wreath 
 

Invocation 
 

Old Testament Reading  Isaiah 35:1–10 
(The desert shall rejoice and blossom.) 

 

35 The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad; the desert shall rejoice and blossom like the 
crocus;  2  it shall blossom abundantly and rejoice with joy and singing.   The glory of Lebanon 
shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon.   They shall see the glory of the Lord, 
the majesty of our God.  
 3  Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees.  
 4  Say to those who have an anxious heart, “Be strong; fear not!   Behold, your God will come 
with vengeance,   with the recompense of God. He will come and save you.”  
 5  Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped;  
 6  then shall the lame man leap like a deer, and the tongue of the mute sing for joy.   For 
waters break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert;  
 7  the burning sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs of water;   in the haunt 
of jackals, where they lie down, the grass shall become reeds and rushes.  
 8  And a highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Way of Holiness;   the unclean shall 
not pass over it. It shall belong to those who walk on the way; even if they are fools, they shall 
not go astray.  
 9  No lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it;   they shall not be found 
there, but the redeemed shall walk there.  
 10  And the ransomed of the Lord shall return and come to Zion with singing;   everlasting joy 
shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain gladness and joy, and sorrow and sighing shall flee 
away. 
 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 

 

Epistle  James 5:7–11 
(An encouragement for Christians to wait for the Lord with patience.) 

7 Be patient, therefore, brothers, until the coming of the Lord. See how the farmer waits for 
the precious fruit of the earth, being patient about it, until it receives the early and the late 
rains. 8 You also, be patient. Establish your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand. 9 Do 
not grumble against one another, brothers, so that you may not be judged; behold, the Judge 
is standing at the door. 10 As an example of suffering and patience, brothers, take the prophets 
who spoke in the name of the Lord.  
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11 Behold, we consider those blessed who remained steadfast. You have heard of the 
steadfastness of Job, and you have seen the purpose of the Lord, how the Lord is 
compassionate and merciful. 
 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 

 

Holy Gospel  Matthew 11:2–15 
(Jesus speaks about John the Baptist.) 

 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eleventh chapter. 
 Glory to You, O Lord. 

 

2 Now when John heard in prison about the deeds of the Christ, he sent word by his disciples 
3 and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?” 4 And Jesus 
answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: 5 the blind receive their sight and 
the lame walk, lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised up, and the 
poor have good news preached to them. 6 And blessed is the one who is not offended by me.”  
 
7 As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds concerning John: “What did you go 
out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? 8 What then did you go out to see? A 
man dressed in soft clothing? Behold, those who wear soft clothing are in kings’ houses. 9 What 
then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 10 This is he of 
whom it is written,   
 “ ‘Behold, I send my messenger before your face, who will prepare your way before you.’  
 
11 Truly, I say to you, among those born of women there has arisen no one greater than John 
the Baptist. Yet the one who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. 12 From the 
days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven has suffered violence, and the 
violent take it by force. 13 For all the Prophets and the Law prophesied until John, 14 and if you 
are willing to accept it, he is Elijah who is to come. 15 He who has ears to hear, let him hear. 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. 
He descended into hell.  The third day He rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life T everlasting.  Amen. 

 

Praise Song 

Message Pastor Dana Allen Brones 
 

 



11 | P a g e  

Confession and Absolution 
Blessed is he whose help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is in the LORD his God. 

The LORD sets the prisoners free; the LORD opens the eyes of the blind. 
 

Silence for self-examination. 
 

Holy and gracious God, 
 I confess that I have sinned against You this day. Some of my sin I know—the 

thoughts and words and deeds of which I am ashamed—but some is known 
only to You. In the name of Jesus Christ I ask forgiveness. Deliver and 
restore me that I may rest in peace. 

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your 
sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I 
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

 

He who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ. 
  Amen. 

Holy Communion 

Distribution Songs 

Prayers 

Lord’s Prayer 

Blessing of God’s People (Benediction) 

Closing Song of Praise 
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