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Twenty-Third Sunday after Pentecost

November 16", 2025
8 am and 11 am Worship Service

As We Gather
One of the great mysteries of the Christian faith can be summed up in the word “near.” “Near”
can indicate something that is almost here but hasn’t yet arrived. And at the same time,
“near” can point to something already with us, like those “near and dear” to our hearts. The
word “near” resounds with feelings of the here and now and the not quite yet. Today in
worship, Your Savior, Jesus, is near! He is present in the here and now, delivering grace upon
grace. And He is on His way, bringing the fullness of His freedom. Praise the God who comes
near in Jesus Christ, our Lord!

Welcome and Announcements

O God, Our Help in Ages Past LSB 733
O God, our help in ages past,
Our hope for years to come,
Our shelter from the stormy blast,
And our eternal home:

Under the shadow of Thy throne
Thy saints have dwelt secure;
Sufficient is Thine arm alone,
And our defense is sure.

Before the hills in order stood
Or earth received her frame,
From everlasting Thou art God,
To endless years the same.

A thousand ages in Thy sight
Are like an evening gone,
Short as the watch that ends the night
Before the rising sun.

Time, like an ever-rolling stream,
Soon bears us all away;
We fly forgotten as a dream
Dies at the op’ning day.

O God, our help in ages past,
Our hope for years to come,
Be Thou our guard while troubles last
And our eternal home!

Public domain
Invocation
In the name of the Father and of the -} Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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Confession and Absolution

The Lord has delivered us from the domain of darkness
and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son, in whom we have
redemption, the forgiveness of sins.

Almighty God and Father,
we confess, as Your people, our sinful human nature and the thoughts,
words, and actions that are evil in Your sight. We need Your rescue. We
need Your righteousness. We need a Redeemer. Mercifully draw near to us,
O Lord. For the sake of Jesus Christ and His cross, rescue us from our
troubles and cover our sin with true righteousness. Redeem our lives, that
our days and deeds would be directed in Your peace. Amen.

Almighty God, in His mercy, has given His Son, Jesus, to die for you, and for His sake forgives
You all Your sins. As a called and ordained servant of the Word made flesh and
by His authority, | therefore forgive You all your sins in the name of the Father
and of the ¥ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

All People That on Earth Do Dwell LSB 791 (vs. 1& 5)
All people that on earth do dwell,
Sing to the Lord with cheerful voice.
Him serve with mirth, His praise forthtell;
Come ye before Him and rejoice.

To Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,

A The God whom heav’n and earth adore,
From us and from the angel host
Be praise and glory evermore.

Public domain

Service of the Word

Prayer of the Day
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray.
Redeeming Lord Jesus Christ, at Your name bows every knee in heaven and on
earth. In Word and Sacrament, draw near to this holy gathering, that in
forgiveness and faith, Your people might confess You as Lord, be sanctified for
good works, and be prepared to meet You when You come again, for You live
and reign with the Father and the Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Old Testament Reading Malachi 4:1-6
(The day of the Lord is coming.)

4 “For behold, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant and all evildoers
will be stubble.

3|Page



The day that is coming shall set them ablaze, says the Lord of hosts, so that it will leave them
neither root nor branch. 2But for you who fear my name, the sun of righteousness shall rise
with healing in its wings. You shall go out leaping like calves from the stall. 3 And you shall
tread down the wicked, for they will be ashes under the soles of your feet, on the day when |
act, says the Lord of hosts.

4 “Remember the law of my servant Moses, the statutes and rules that | commanded him at
Horeb for all Israel.

3 “Behold, | will send you Elijah the prophet before the great and awesome day of the Lord
comes. ¢ And he will turn the hearts of fathers to their children and the hearts of children to
their fathers, lest | come and strike the land with a decree of utter destruction.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Epistle 2 Thessalonians 3:6-13
(Paul warns against idleness.)

¢ Now we command you, brothers, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you keep away
from any brother who is walking in idleness and not in accord with the tradition that you
received from us. 7 For you yourselves know how you ought to imitate us, because we were not
idle when we were with you, 8 nor did we eat anyone’s bread without paying for it, but with
toil and labor we worked night and day, that we might not be a burden to any of you. ? It was
not because we do not have that right, but to give you in ourselves an example to imitate.

10 For even when we were with you, we would give you this command: If anyone is not willing
to work, let him not eat. "' For we hear that some among you walk in idleness, not busy at
work, but busybodies. 2 Now such persons we command and encourage in the Lord Jesus Christ
to do their work quietly and to earn their own living.

13 As for you, brothers, do not grow weary in doing good.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Holy Gospel Luke 21:5-28
(Jesus prophesies the destruction of the temple and Jerusalem.)

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-first chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

5 And while some were speaking of the temple, how it was adorned with noble stones and
offerings, he said, ¢ “As for these things that you see, the days will come when there will not
be left here one stone upon another that will not be thrown down.” 7 And they asked him,
“Teacher, when will these things be, and what will be the sign when these things are about to
take place?” & And he said, “See that you are not led astray. For many will come in my name,
saying, ‘l am he!” and, ‘The time is at hand!’ Do not go after them. °® And when you hear of
wars and tumults, do not be terrified, for these things must first take place, but the end will
not be at once.”
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19 Then he said to them, “Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom.

" There will be great earthquakes, and in various places famines and pestilences. And there
will be terrors and great signs from heaven. '2But before all this they will lay their hands on
you and persecute you, delivering you up to the synagogues and prisons, and you will be
brought before kings and governors for my name’s sake.

13 This will be your opportunity to bear witness. #Settle it therefore in your minds not to
meditate beforehand how to answer, > for | will give you a mouth and wisdom, which none of
your adversaries will be able to withstand or contradict. ¢ You will be delivered up even by
parents and brothers and relatives and friends, and some of you they will put to death. 7 You
will be hated by all for my name’s sake. '® But not a hair of your head will perish. '° By your
endurance you will gain your lives.

20 “But when you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies, then know that its desolation has come
near. 2' Then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains, and let those who are inside
the city depart, and let not those who are out in the country enter it, 22 for these are days of
vengeance, to fulfill all that is written. 23 Alas for women who are pregnant and for those who
are nursing infants in those days! For there will be great distress upon the earth and wrath
against this people. 24 They will fall by the edge of the sword and be led captive among all
nations, and Jerusalem will be trampled underfoot by the Gentiles, until the times of the
Gentiles are fulfilled.

25 “And there will be signs in sun and moon and stars, and on the earth distress of nations in
perplexity because of the roaring of the sea and the waves, 26 people fainting with fear and
with foreboding of what is coming on the world. For the powers of the heavens will be shaken.
27 And then they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. 22 Now
when these things begin to take place, straighten up and raise your heads, because your
redemption is drawing near.”

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

The Nicene Creed
| believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
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and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
| acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and | look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life & of the world to come. Amen.

The Day is Surely Drawing Near LSB 508 (vs. 1-3 & 7) Tune: Nun freut euch)
The day is surely drawing near
When Jesus, God’s anointed,
In all His power shall appear
As judge whom God appointed.
Then fright shall banish idle mirth,
And flames on flames shall ravage earth
As Scripture long has warned us.

The final trumpet then shall sound
And all the earth be shaken,
And all who rest beneath the ground
Shall from their sleep awaken.
But all who live will in that hour,
By God’s almighty, boundless pow’r,
Be changed at His commanding.

The books are opened then to all,
A record truly telling
What each has done, both great and small,
When he on earth was dwelling,
And ev’ry heart be clearly seen,
And all be known as they have been
In thoughts and words and actions.
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0 Jesus Christ, do not delay,
But hasten our salvation;
We often tremble on our way
In fear and tribulation.
O hear and grant our fervent plea:
Come, mighty judge, and set us free
From death and ev’ry evil.

Public domain

Message Vicar Caleb Gustafson

Prayers of the Church

Service of the Sacrament

Preface LSB 194
The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up unto the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is meet and right so to do.

Proper Preface
It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
to You through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all
the company of heaven, we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You
and singing:

Sanctus LSB 195
Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth;
Heaven and earth are full of Thy glory.
Hosanna. hosanna, hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He
That cometh in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.

The Words of Our Lord

The Peace
The peace of the I~ Lord be with you always.
Amen.

Agnus Dei LSB 198
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, grant us Thy peace.
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Great Is Thy Faithfulness LSB 809
Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father;
There is no shadow of turning with Thee.
Thou changest not: Thy compassions, they fail not;
As Thou hast been, Thou forever wilt be. Refrain

Refrain: Great is Thy faithfulness! Great is Thy faithfulness!
Morning by morning new mercies | see;
All | have needed Thy hand hath provided;
Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me!

Summer and winter and springtime and harvest,
Sun, moon, and stars in their courses above
Join with all nature in manifold witness

To Thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love. Refrain

Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth,
Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide;
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow,

Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! Refrain
© 1923, renewed 1951 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission.

Dismissal

Post-Communion Prayer of Thanksgiving
Let us pray.
Lord Jesus Christ, as You have enlivened our hearts through Your Holy Supper, keep us ever
alert and awake, ready to meet You and rejoice in Your drawing near. By Your grace, allow us
to stand in Your truth and lift our heads in firm faith, that free from fear, we would witness to
Your redeeming love for us and for the world, for You live and reign with the Father and the
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Blessing of God's People (Benediction)

Built on the Rock LSB 645
Built on the Rock the Church shall stand
Even when steeples are falling.
Crumbled have spires in ev’ry land;
Bells still are chiming and calling,
Calling the young and old to rest,
But above all the souls distressed,
Longing for rest everlasting.

Surely in temples made with hands
God, the Most High, is not dwelling;
High above earth His temple stands,
All earthly temples excelling.
Yet He who dwells in heav’n above
Chooses to live with us in love,
Making our bodies His temple.

8§|Page



We are God’s house of living stones,
Built for His own habitation.
He through baptismal grace us owns
Heirs of His wondrous salvation.
Were we but two His name to tell,
Yet He would deign with us to dwell
With all His grace and His favor.

Here stands the font before our eyes,
Telling how God has received us.
The_altar recalls Christ’s sacrifice
And what His Supper here gives us.
Here sound the Scriptures that proclaim
Christ yesterday, today, the same,
And evermore, our Redeemer.

Grant, then, O God, Your will be done,
That, when the church bells are ringing,
Many in saving faith may come
Where Christ His message is bringing:
“l know My own; My own know Me.
You, not the world, My face shall see.
My peace | leave with you. Amen.”

Public domain

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God!
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Twenty-Third Sunday after Pentecost
9:30 am Contemporary Service

November 16,2025
Welcome and Announcements
Opening Song of Praise
Invocation

Old Testament Reading Malachi 4:1-6
(The day of the Lord is coming.)

4 “For behold, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant and all evildoers
will be stubble. The day that is coming shall set them ablaze, says the Lord of hosts, so that it
will leave them neither root nor branch. 2But for you who fear my name, the sun of
righteousness shall rise with healing in its wings. You shall go out leaping like calves from the
stall. 3 And you shall tread down the wicked, for they will be ashes under the soles of your feet,
on the day when | act, says the Lord of hosts.

4 “Remember the law of my servant Moses, the statutes and rules that | commanded him at
Horeb for all Israel.

5 “Behold, | will send you Elijah the prophet before the great and awesome day of the Lord
comes. ¢ And he will turn the hearts of fathers to their children and the hearts of children to
their fathers, lest | come and strike the land with a decree of utter destruction.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Epistle 2 Thessalonians 3:6-13
(Paul warns against idleness.)

¢ Now we command you, brothers, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you keep away
from any brother who is walking in idleness and not in accord with the tradition that you
received from us. 7 For you yourselves know how you ought to imitate us, because we were not
idle when we were with you, 8 nor did we eat anyone’s bread without paying for it, but with
toil and labor we worked night and day, that we might not be a burden to any of you. ? It was
not because we do not have that right, but to give you in ourselves an example to imitate.

10 For even when we were with you, we would give you this command: If anyone is not willing
to work, let him not eat. "' For we hear that some among you walk in idleness, not busy at
work, but busybodies. 2 Now such persons we command and encourage in the Lord Jesus Christ
to do their work quietly and to earn their own living.

13 As for you, brothers, do not grow weary in doing good.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Holy Gospel Luke 21:5-28
(Jesus prophesies the destruction of the temple and Jerusalem.)

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-first chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

3 And while some were speaking of the temple, how it was adorned with noble stones and
offerings, he said, ¢ “As for these things that you see, the days will come when there will not
be left here one stone upon another that will not be thrown down.” 7 And they asked him,
“Teacher, when will these things be, and what will be the sign when these things are about to
take place?” 8 And he said, “See that you are not led astray. For many will come in my name,
saying, ‘l am he!” and, ‘The time is at hand!’ Do not go after them. °® And when you hear of
wars and tumults, do not be terrified, for these things must first take place, but the end will
not be at once.”

19 Then he said to them, “Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom.

" There will be great earthquakes, and in various places famines and pestilences. And there
will be terrors and great signs from heaven. '2But before all this they will lay their hands on
you and persecute you, delivering you up to the synagogues and prisons, and you will be
brought before kings and governors for my name’s sake. '3 This will be your opportunity to bear
witness. ' Settle it therefore in your minds not to meditate beforehand how to answer, > for |
will give you a mouth and wisdom, which none of your adversaries will be able to withstand or
contradict. '® You will be delivered up even by parents and brothers and relatives and friends,
and some of you they will put to death. "7 You will be hated by all for my name’s sake. '8 But
not a hair of your head will perish. ° By your endurance you will gain your lives.

20 “But when you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies, then know that its desolation has come
near. 2' Then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains, and let those who are inside
the city depart, and let not those who are out in the country enter it, 22 for these are days of
vengeance, to fulfill all that is written. 23 Alas for women who are pregnant and for those who
are nursing infants in those days! For there will be great distress upon the earth and wrath
against this people. 24 They will fall by the edge of the sword and be led captive among all
nations, and Jerusalem will be trampled underfoot by the Gentiles, until the times of the
Gentiles are fulfilled.

25 “And there will be signs in sun and moon and stars, and on the earth distress of nations in
perplexity because of the roaring of the sea and the waves, 26 people fainting with fear and
with foreboding of what is coming on the world. For the powers of the heavens will be shaken.
27 And then they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. 28 Now
when these things begin to take place, straighten up and raise your heads, because your
redemption is drawing near.”

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

The Nicene Creed
| believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
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And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
| acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and | look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life % of the world to come. Amen.

Praise Song
Message Vicar Caleb Gustafson

Confession and Absolution

The Lord has delivered us from the domain of darkness
and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son, in whom we have
redemption, the forgiveness of sins.

Almighty God and Father,
we confess, as Your people, our sinful human nature and the thoughts,
words, and actions that are evil in Your sight. We need Your rescue. We
need Your righteousness. We need a Redeemer. Mercifully draw near to us,
O Lord. For the sake of Jesus Christ and His cross, rescue us from our
troubles and cover our sin with true righteousness. Redeem our lives, that
our days and deeds would be directed in Your peace. Amen.
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Almighty God, in His mercy, has given His Son, Jesus, to die for you, and for His sake forgives
You all Your sins. As a called and ordained servant of the Word made flesh and
by His authority, | therefore forgive You all your sins in the name of the Father
and of the ¥ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Holy Communion

Distribution Songs

Prayers

Lord’s Prayer

Blessing of God’s People (Benediction)
Closing Song of Praise
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