Pentecost
September 13th, 2026



Sixteenth Sunday After Pentecost
8 am and 11 am Worship Service

As We Gather
We know that it is our calling in Christ to forgive one another, but that does not eliminate the
question of how much or how often we should forgive others. It becomes a particularly vexing
question when we are asked to forgive the same sin over and over again. The great temptation
is for us to make forgiveness conditional upon the person no longer offending us with their
words or actions, but God applies no such condition upon us. Our temptation is to count how
often we forgive but to forget how often we are forgiven. Our weakness counts the sins of
others, but could it be that God counts only the times we refused to forgive from the heart? We
know riches of the Lord’s limitless grace to forgive us without counting the cost. Today, we
pray that we may joyfully receive this precious gift of forgiveness and joyfully forgive others in
Christ’s name, counting not the cost to forgive but the cost to refuse forgiveness.

Welcome and Announcements
“Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven” LSB 793

Praise, my soul, the King of heaven;
To His feet your tribute bring;
Ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven,
Evermore His praises sing:
Alleluia, alleluia!
Praise the everlasting King.

Praise Him for His grace and favor
To His people in distress;
Praise Him still the same as ever,
Slow to chide and swift to bless:
Alleluia, alleluia!
Glorious in His faithfulness.

Fatherlike He tends and spares us;
Well our feeble frame He knows;
In His hand He gently bears us,

Rescues us from all our foes.
Alleluia, alleluia!
Widely yet His mercy flows.

Angels, help us to adore Him;
You behold Him face to face;
Sun and moon, bow down before Him,
All who dwell in time and space.
Alleluia, alleluia!
Praise with us the God of grace.

Public domain
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Invocation
In the name of the Father and of the *1- Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession and Absolution
Since we are here assembled to hear God’s Word, to call upon Him in prayer, and to receive
the body and blood of Christ, let us first think of our unworthiness; confess before God our sins
of thought, word, and deed; and acknowledge also that we, by our own strength, cannot free
ourselves from our sinful nature or the sins we have committed. Therefore, let us take refuge
in the infinite mercy and grace our heavenly Father, seeking and imploring Him to behold us
through Jesus Christ, saying:
God have mercy on me, a poor, sinful being, forgive me all my sins where | have
done wrong, and grant to me the Holy Spirit that | may amend my sinful ways;
through Jesus Christ, my Lord, | pray. Amen

God, has had mercy on us, forgiven us our sins, and will assuredly bring us to life everlasting.
As a called and ordained servant of Christ and by His authority, | therefore forgive all your sins
in the name of the Father and of the *I- Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

He who began this good work within you will bring it to completion on the day of our Lord Jesus
Christ.
Amen.

“From All That Dwell Below the Skies” LSB 816 (vs. 3)

All praise to God the Father be,
All praise, eternal Son, to Thee.
Alleluia, alleluia!
Whom with the Spirit we adore
Forever and forevermore:
Alleluia, alleluia!
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Public domain
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Service of the Word

Prayer of the Day
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray.
O merciful Lord, in Your goodness You acted with patience toward us sinners and delivered
up Your own Son to be our Savior and Redeemer. Grant to us patience with the erring and
grace to forgive one another as You have forgiven us, presuming nothing but in all things
holding fast to Jesus Christ; through Him who died that we might live and who now lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Old Testament Reading Genesis 50:15-21
(Please forgive the transgression of your brothers and their sin.)

15 When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “It may be that Joseph
will hate us and pay us back for all the evil that we did to him.” '¢So they sent a message to
Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this command before he died: '7 ‘Say to Joseph, “Please
forgive the transgression of your brothers and their sin, because they did evil to you.” ’ And
now, please forgive the transgression of the servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept
when they spoke to him. '8 His brothers also came and fell down before him and said, “Behold,
we are your servants.”

19 But Joseph said to them, “Do not fear, for am | in the place of God? 29 As for you, you meant
evil against me, but God meant it for good, to bring it about that many people should be kept

alive, as they are today. 2! So do not fear; | will provide for you and your little ones.” Thus he

comforted them and spoke kindly to them.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Epistle Romans 14:1-12
(Each of us must give an account before the Lord our God..)

14 As for the one who is weak in faith, welcome him, but not to quarrel over opinions. 20ne
person believes he may eat anything, while the weak person eats only vegetables. 3 Let not the
one who eats despise the one who abstains, and let not the one who abstains pass judgment on
the one who eats, for God has welcomed him. #Who are you to pass judgment on the servant of
another? It is before his own master that he stands or falls. And he will be upheld, for the Lord
is able to make him stand.

5 One person esteems one day as better than another, while another esteems all days alike.
Each one should be fully convinced in his own mind. ¢ The one who observes the day, observes
it in honor of the Lord. The one who eats, eats in honor of the Lord, since he gives thanks to
God, while the one who abstains, abstains in honor of the Lord and gives thanks to God. 7 For
none of us lives to himself, and none of us dies to himself.
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8 For if we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord. So then, whether we live
or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. ° For to this end Christ died and lived again, that he
might be Lord both of the dead and of the living.

10Why do you pass judgment on your brother? Or you, why do you despise your brother? For we
will all stand before the judgment seat of God; ' for it is written, “As | live, says the Lord,
every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall confess to God.” '2So then each of us will
give an account of himself to God.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Holy Gospel Matthew 18:21-35
(Forgive your brother from your heart.)

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eighteenth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

21 Then Peter came up and said to him, “Lord, how often will my brother sin against me, and |
forgive him? As many as seven times?” 22 Jesus said to him, “I do not say to you seven times,
but seventy-seven times.

23 Therefore the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts
with his servants. 2 When he began to settle, one was brought to him who owed him ten
thousand talents. 25 And since he could not pay, his master ordered him to be sold, with his
wife and children and all that he had, and payment to be made. 2¢ So the servant fell on his
knees, imploring him, ‘Have patience with me, and | will pay you everything.’ 27 And out of pity
for him, the master of that servant released him and forgave him the debt. 28 But when that
same servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii,
and seizing him, he began to choke him, saying, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 2° So his fellow servant
fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and | will pay you.’ 3% He refused and
went and put him in prison until he should pay the debt. 3! When his fellow servants saw what
had taken place, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their master all
that had taken place. 32 Then his master summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked servant! |
forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. 33 And should not you have had mercy
on your fellow servant, as | had mercy on you?’ 34 And in anger his master delivered him to the
jailers, until he should pay all his debt. 3> So also my heavenly Father will do to every one of
you, if you do not forgive your brother from your heart.”

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Baptism of Tonya & Aislen Ringler (8am Service Only)
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Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was
buried.

He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead.

He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life "} everlasting. Amen.

“Jesus Sinners Doth Receive” LSB 609 (vs. 1-4)
Jesus sinners doth receive;
Oh, may all this saying ponder
Who in sin’s delusions live
And from God and heaven wander!
Here is hope for all who grieve:
Jesus sinners doth receive.

We deserve but grief and shame,
Yet His words, rich grace revealing,
Pardon, peace, and life proclaim;
Here our ills have perfect healing.
Firmly in these words believe:
Jesus sinners doth receive.

Sheep that from the fold did stray
No true shepherd e’er forsaketh;
Weary souls that lost their way

Christ, the Shepherd, gently taketh
In His arms that they may live:
Jesus sinners doth receive.

I, a sinner, come to Thee
With a penitent confession.
Savior, mercy show to me;
Grant for all my sins remission.
Let these words my soul relieve:
Jesus sinners doth receive.

Public domain

Message Pastor McCarty
Prayers of the Church
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Service of the Sacrament

Preface LSB 194
The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up unto the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is meet and right so to do.

Proper Preface
It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
to You through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all
the company of heaven, we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You
and singing:

Sanctus LSB 195
Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth;
Heaven and earth are full of Thy glory.
Hosanna. hosanna, hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He
That cometh in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.

The Words of Our Lord

The Peace
The peace of the =~ Lord be with you always.
Amen.

Agnus Dei LSB 198
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, grant us Thy peace.
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“I Lay My Sins on Jesus” LSB 606

I lay my sins on Jesus,

The spotless Lamb of God;

He bears them all and frees us

From the accurséd load.

| bring my guilt to Jesus

To wash my crimson stains

Clean in His blood most precious

Till not a spot remains.

I lay my wants on Jesus;
All fullness dwells in Him;
He heals all my diseases;
My soul He does redeem.
| lay my griefs on Jesus,
My burdens and my cares;
He from them all releases;
He all my sorrows shares.

| rest my soul on Jesus,
This weary soul of mine;
His right hand me embraces;
| on His breast recline.
| love the name of Jesus,
Immanuel, Christ, the Lord;
Like fragrance on the breezes
His name abroad is poured.

Public domain

Post-Communion Thanksgiving

Let us pray.
Heavenly Father, we give You thanks and praise that You are always faithful in Your

promises and in Your gifts. Grant that we may so receive the gifts of Your grace, that we
be led by Your Spirit to live holy, upright, and godly lives, multiplying Your mercies by
forgiving one another as You have forgiven us; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Blessing of God's People (Benediction)
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“l Leave All Things to God’s Direction”
| leave all things to God’s direction;
He loves me both in joy and woe.
His will is good, sure His affection;
His tender love is true, | know.
My fortress and my rock is He:
What pleases God, that pleases me.

God knows what must be done to save me;
His love for me will never cease.
Upon His hands He did engrave me
With purest gold of loving grace.
His will supreme must ever be:
What pleases God, that pleases me.

My God desires the soul’s salvation;
My soul He, too, desires to save.
Therefore with Christian resignation
All earthly troubles I will brave.
His will be done eternally:
What pleases God, that pleases me.

My God has all things in His keeping;
He is the ever faithful friend.
He gives me laughter after weeping,
And all His ways in blessings end.
His love endures eternally:
What pleases God, that pleases me.

Public domain

Go 1n peace to love and serve the Lord!

Thanks be to. God!

LSB 719
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Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost
9:30 am Contemporary Service

Welcome and Announcements
Opening Song of Praise
Invocation

Old Testament Reading Genesis 50:15-21
(Please forgive the transgression of your brothers and their sin.)

15 When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “It may be that Joseph
will hate us and pay us back for all the evil that we did to him.” ¢ So they sent a message to
Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this command before he died: '7 ‘Say to Joseph, “Please
forgive the transgression of your brothers and their sin, because they did evil to you.” ’ And
now, please forgive the transgression of the servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept
when they spoke to him. '8 His brothers also came and fell down before him and said, “Behold,
we are your servants.”

19 But Joseph said to them, “Do not fear, for am | in the place of God? 29 As for you, you meant
evil against me, but God meant it for good, to bring it about that many people should be kept

alive, as they are today. 2! So do not fear; | will provide for you and your little ones.” Thus he

comforted them and spoke kindly to them.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Epistle Romans 14:1-12
(Each of us must give an account before the Lord our God.)

14 As for the one who is weak in faith, welcome him, but not to quarrel over opinions. 20ne
person believes he may eat anything, while the weak person eats only vegetables. 3 Let not the
one who eats despise the one who abstains, and let not the one who abstains pass judgment on
the one who eats, for God has welcomed him. 4 Who are you to pass judgment on the servant of
another? It is before his own master that he stands or falls. And he will be upheld, for the Lord
is able to make him stand.

5 One person esteems one day as better than another, while another esteems all days alike.
Each one should be fully convinced in his own mind. ¢ The one who observes the day, observes
it in honor of the Lord. The one who eats, eats in honor of the Lord, since he gives thanks to
God, while the one who abstains, abstains in honor of the Lord and gives thanks to God. 7 For
none of us lives to himself, and none of us dies to himself.

8 For if we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord. So then, whether we live

or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. ° For to this end Christ died and lived again, that he
might be Lord both of the dead and of the living.
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10Why do you pass judgment on your brother? Or you, why do you despise your brother? For we
will all stand before the judgment seat of God; ' for it is written, “As | live, says the Lord,
every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall confess to God.” '2So then each of us will
give an account of himself to God.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Holy Gospel Matthew 18:21-35
(Forgive your brother from your heart.)

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eighteenth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

2" Then came Peter to him, and said, Lord, how oft shall my brother sin against me, and |
forgive him? till seven times? %2 Jesus saith unto him, | say not unto thee, Until seven times:
but, Until seventy times seven.

B Therefore is the kingdom of heaven likened unto a certain king, which would take account of
his servants. 2* And when he had begun to reckon, one was brought unto him, which owed him
ten thousand talents. 2 But forasmuch as he had not to pay, his lord commanded him to be
sold, and his wife, and children, and all that he had, and payment to be made. 2¢ The servant
therefore fell down, and worshipped him, saying, Lord, have patience with me, and | will pay
thee all. ¥ Then the lord of that servant was moved with compassion, and loosed him, and
forgave him the debt. 28 But the same servant went out, and found one of his fellowservants,
which owed him an hundred pence: and he laid hands on him, and took him by the throat,
saying, Pay me that thou owest. 2 And his fellowservant fell down at his feet, and besought
him, saying, Have patience with me, and | will pay thee all. 3** And he would not: but went and
cast him into prison, till he should pay the debt. 3' So when his fellowservants saw what was
done, they were very sorry, and came and told unto their lord all that was done. 32 Then his
lord, after that he had called him, said unto him, O thou wicked servant, | forgave thee all that
debt, because thou desiredst me: 33 Shouldest not thou also have had compassion on thy
fellowservant, even as | had pity on thee? 3* And his lord was wroth, and delivered him to the
tormentors, till he should pay all that was due unto him. 3 So likewise shall my heavenly Father
do also unto you, if ye from your hearts forgive not every one his brother their trespasses.

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.
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Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was
buried.

He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead.

He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life "} everlasting. Amen.

Praise Song

Message Pastor McCarty

Confession and Absolution
Since we are here assembled to hear God’s Word, to call upon Him in prayer, and to receive
the body and blood of Christ, let us first think of our unworthiness; confess before God our sins
of thought, word, and deed; and acknowledge also that we, by our own strength, cannot free
ourselves from our sinful nature or the sins we have committed. Therefore, let us take refuge
in the infinite mercy and grace our heavenly Father, seeking and imploring Him to behold us
through Jesus Christ, saying:
God have mercy on me, a poor, sinful being, forgive me all my sins where | have
done wrong, and grant to me the Holy Spirit that | may amend my sinful ways;
through Jesus Christ, my Lord, | pray. Amen

God, has had mercy on us, forgiven us our sins, and will assuredly bring us to life everlasting.
As a called and ordained servant of Christ and by His authority, | therefore forgive all your sins
in the name of the Father and of the *I- Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

He who began this good work within you will bring it to completion on the day of our Lord Jesus
Christ.
Amen.

Holy Communion

Distribution Song(s)

Prayers

Blessing of God’s People (Benediction)

Closing Song of Praise
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Go in peace to love and serve the Lord!
Jhanks be to God!
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