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We Need God
Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have summoned you by name; you are mine (Isaiah 43:1)
God sent his Son into the world “for us men and for our salvation” (Nicene Creed). We don’t much like the idea that
God thinks we need his Son at all. The confession that our salvation is in him has a way of sticking in our throats.
“We’re perfectly capable of taking care of ourselves, thank you,” we like to think. And we are totally serious when we
conclude that all our troubles are accidents, and such answers as there are for them will come from us.
The idea that we need no God is common in our day, but the roots of such thinking were laid as far back as the tower
built on the plains of Babel (Genesis 11). They had a hard time getting together in those days and a harder time staying
together. So the people erected a monument to togetherness, a lofty tower, to demonstrate how, when people join hands
and minds and muscle in a common cause, there is nothing they cannot do. Besides, it was hoped a common goal might
minimize some of the sins that were tearing them apart. It takes a lot of pride to work up much of a boast about your
basic weakness. But they had enough. So do we.
One of the loudest bangs in the history of this world came when God struck his pin into that great bag of pride way
back there in Babel. “the Lord came down to see . . . the tower,” the historian, Moses, confides (Genesis 11:5) If you
miss the irony, you miss the point. “This I’ve got to see,” God said, as he bent down and searched around until he finally
spied it . . . that little structure in the valley by which the people thought they had replaced him. And then he scattered
them!
We can’t get along without God, in time or in eternity. Something outside ourselves is needed “for us men, and for our
salvation.” And so God sent his son.
Perhaps you can join me in a prayer asking forgiveness for our pride and arrogance. After all, our Savior has come to
redeem and to renew us precisely because we cannot do that for ourselves.
And then, as you proceed through the day, count the ways (name them specifically), big and little, just for this day, or
for your lifetime, or for eternity -- in which you are reliant upon God. You will soon realize how much we need God . . .
and He is not us.
God’s peace be yours,
Pastor Dana Allen Brones
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Stewardship
Monthly Totals:
Restricted:
YTD Totals:
Restricted:

June 2017
$57,775.81
11,141.83
$324,040.72
$35,101.11

June 2018
$51,710.52
2,807.45
$318,862.38
$14,802.13

June Attendance
Date
June 4, 2017
June 3, 2018

8 am
98
84

9:30 am
111
98

11am
85
109

Total
294
291

June 11, 2017
June 10, 2018

87
85

81
82

48
76

216
243

June 18, 2017
June 17, 2018

82
85

84
117

92
94

258
296

June 25, 2017
June 24, 2018

91
92

88
74

65
79

239
245

As of July 19th BLC raised $2,450.05. What a
blessing for them as they daily strive to share the love
of Christ with women and men facing an unplanned
pregnancy. Thank you again for continuing to stand
with them as the lives of unborn children are being
saved.

Bowling with Friends
Bethlehem Bowlers begins at Mayport Naval Station in late August. BLC Bowlers meet every other Saturday night and everyone is invited. Bring your neighbors, friends or other bowling friends. You will need to
get a pass at MWR to get on the base. Questions,
please call Brenda Murray at 904.465.1781 and watch
for a sign up sheet in the Narthex.

Your shopping makes a difference. Amazon donates
to Bethlehem Lutheran Church when you shop at
smile.amazon.com/ch/23-7061413. Thank you for
your support!

SENIOR GAME DAY
Monday, August 6th
Disciples Hall at 9:30 am
Going to Lunch Following
Talk with MaryAnn Lawrence 708-9492

Did You Know?
You can remember or mark a special occasion with
Altar Flowers? Each of the beautiful arrangements are $30
per vase and a sign-up sheet for each Sunday of the year
is in the Narthex. This is a great way to acknowledge a
birthday, anniversary, and to remember a loved one who
has gone before. You can choose to take them home with
you after the 11 am service or mark for them to be delivered to a homebound congregant or someone in the hospital. Please put your donation in the offering plate or mail it
to the church.

Emails....
Are you receiving email notifications from the church? If
not, it may be that we do not have your correct email
address on file. When you sign the attendance book
today, please include the email address you would like
for us to use when sending out notifications. Notifications may be funeral announcements, events or just
general communication to all members. We don't want
anyone left out. Contact Carol at carolpiet@aol.com for
more information.

Aug. Birthdays and Anniversaries
1
2
4
5

6
8

9
10
11
12
13
14
15

David & Janine Thiemann
Abigail Pohl
Richard Vook
Remington Heilig
Harry & Ann Baum
John & Elizabeth Jaranowski
Kaleb Quade
Kyle Wilhelm
Harry Baum
Michael Gregor
Amberleigh Usher
Micah Alenduff
Edward Boyajian
Barbara Cooper
Marianne Johnson
Braden & Amanda Radtke
Shannon Roberts
Daniel & Alanna Tostovarsnik
Jeff Parsons
Don Arthur
Patricia Burgains
Saralyn Crafton
Jean Roman
Donald Adkison
William & Darlene Maxwell
John & Kathy Poe
Justine Aleschus
Molly Clawson
Paul Winter
Stephanie Peacock
Matthew Smith
Isaiah Harrison
Hugo & Beatrice Pearson
Katey Wert

16
18
19
21
22

25
26
28
29

30
31

Larry Clawson Jr.
Scott Hill
Judie Knudtson
Logan Skorusa
Elizabeth Jaranowski
Karen Wilhelm
Christopher Junk
Kathy Maurer
Stephen Reed
Elijah Bennett
Anna-lise DeLos Santos
Julio & Julie Gundian
Julio Gundian
Kristine Gundian
Lois Klein
Darlene Maxwell
Shirley Kirkman
Mason Wortmann
Seth Carter
Robert & Brenda Murray
Bonnie Schill
Wes Kuehlthau
Rose McClure
Ryott De Los Santos
MaryAnn Lawrence
Lynn McGiveron
Rob Wortelboer Jr
Kimberly Cotea
Brian & Teri Kientz
Arlene Lorenz
Jeff & Joan Carr
Diana Clawson
Riley Hunter
John & Karen Woodsmall

Preschool
Sunday
What do Guatemala, South Africa,
South Korea, and Bethlehem's Pre-School
have in common? They are all mission
fields sponsored by our church. On Sunday, September 16, we are dedicating a
Sunday to telling the congregation about a
program in our own backyard that provides
a Christian education to children from infants to 5 years old. Our task as a church
has been for more over 30 years to provide
an atmosphere and resources to help our
children to nurture their spiritual and moral
development in an atmosphere of community and caring.
School is an important part of our society. And to many people, the purpose of
education is to prepare a person for a career. But in a Christian school, the focus is
to provide a Christ-centered environment. Bethlehem Lutheran Pre-School provides instruction, opportunity, and modeling
in loving our GOD and loving our neighbors. The school strives to meet the total
development of the child in encouraging
social, mental, physical, emotional, and
most importantly the spiritual needs in helping the children to understand their relationship to God as His children.
Join us on September 16, to learn
about the Christian ministry that is literally
in our own backyard.
Preschool Board

Schedule for August
Aug. 5
Aug. 12
Aug. 19
Aug. 26

8 am
9:30 am
11 am
8 am
9:30 am
11 am
8 am
9:30 am
11 am
8 am
9:30 am
11 am

Screens

Greeters

Altar

Sam
Candice
Gina
Val
Tami
Susan S
Angela
Brenda
Toni
Angela
Romaine
Carol

Jackie F & Val
Joan R
Lee & Joan F
Angela O & Terri
Joan R
Julie T, Rita W
Larry & Eleanor
Joan R
Bruce & Holly D
David B & Anna
Joan R
Mary D & Jean S

Tami Val
Amy
Beth
Jenn Susan
Tami
Carol
Anna Val
Brenda
Kathy
Carol Susan
Barbara
Diana

Thank you for your service
If you would like to volunteer:
Screens—Kristine Perryman @ 536-0826.
Altar—Val Gruhn @536-2912
8 am greeters—Anna Arno @ 223-1766
9:30 greeters—Joan Richards @ 463-6703
11 am greeters—Jean Shimp @ 249-2040

Welcome Vicar Jeremy Steinke!
Arrives August 10th.
Ordination on August 12th at 8 am
Welcome luncheon on August 19th

The next few months we will be publishing book reports that our confirmands
wrote during their class. Enjoy!

social and religious causes. was often supported by Protestant clergy who emphasized
the equality of all people. However, Martin Luther vigorously opposed the Revolt. In the ending stages of his life Martin
still faced death threats and constant scrutiny from the catholic and church and Catholics alike. Martin died February
18, 1546 and left a changed Europe and Christianity which would influence the world for years to come.
______________________________________________________________________________________________

2018-2019 Confirmation Classes will be starting for the
7th and 8th Grade in September.
If you have a child or grandchild you would like to attend,
please call the office or talk with Pastor Brones.

Faith, Hope and Charity..
and of course., Music
I woke up this morning with that song in my mind, or
as Elizabeth says: “stuck in my brain”. It was a song that
my mother used to sing and we had the music sheet – it
was blue and had a photo of Dale Evans on the front.
“Have faith , hope and charity; that’s the way to live successfully. How do I know, the Bible tells me so.” It was an
odd thing with which to wake up as I have not thought
about it for many, many years. So I took it as a sign as I
had been searching for a theme for my newsletter, and I
decided to examine it more closely. I knew that it came
from I Corinthians 13:13: And now these three remain:
faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love. It’s
kinda right up there with the Golden Rule – a Christian
triad (a three note chord); basic harmony. These have all
been strengthened in my life over the past 10 here at
Bethlehem. They are also what will continue to get me
through the next phase of life. As I (and we) face separations which sometimes feel very painful, faith, hope and
charity (and of course music) will help me (us) to carry on.
The Vicar and his family departing and my very own family of Carrie and Elizabeth also departing – well this is pretty darn hard! Lizzie (and her mom and Christian) arrived
when she was just 4 (about to be 5) from Los Angeles.
Carrie drove across the country with Christian (age 5),
Elizabeth (age 4), two or three cats and a giant (I mean
really huge) stuffed giraffe in her car. Just embarking on
that journey requires a great deal of that Christian triad
(F,H&C). And how happy we were to have them. They
experienced their Baptisms performed by Pastor Dana.
Lizzie was quite excited and was old enough to be in-

structed on what it was all about. We met in the conference room with Pastor Dana who arrived with his Bible
and many little pieces of paper marking verses which he
would read and explain to her. (Remember, she was 4).
She sat quietly with rapt attention while he went on (and
on) as Pastors are prone to do. She stayed right with
him. When he finished he said to her: “How do you feel
about all that?” Without missing a beat she replied: I feel
full of joy!” I knew right then that Elizabeth was going to
be alright – always! As they move on to Cape Cod, where
Carrie spent much of her early years and Elizabeth will
continue on in high school and on to Harvard or MIT or
whatever she elects to do and Carrie finishes her degree
in Marine Biology (minutes from Woods Hole – a marine
headquarters of the US, they will take with them all the
Faith, Hope and Charity which all of you at Bethlehem
have so graciously shard with them. Although I know they
will miss the friends they have made here, and all the babies and kids who have become part of their lives every
Sunday they will take all that they have gained here and
share it with others. I keep reminding myself that I am not
losing them, but rather I now have a very cool place to
take my vacations. So to all of you who are moving on,
thank you for all that you have brought to us and keep
your faith, hope and charity strong and share it with all
you meet.
With teary eyes and much love, I remain,
Kathleen, Minister of Music

We are always planning! In May we celebrated 10
years of life full-time on the road. People ask how we like it?
Don’t you miss having a “real” house? Do you miss being in
one spot? Where do you keep all of your stuff?
Well, the answer to the last question is we have too much! On a recent stop, we weighed our dear haRVey and
found that we were 200 pounds overweight. So, we had to look at everything and shed some weight. Easier for an RV
than the people living in it. We know that paper is heavy, but we need to have some handy; how many envelopes? How
many bowls and silverware? Pots and pans? Which books stay?
Jesus said, “A man’s life does not consist of the abundance of his possessions.” Most of us don’t live with an external constraint to do with less and less. Mostly it seems to go the other way. But we have no choice. We lighten the load
or tires blow, the axles crack or the truck burns out. So we get creative and we reduce.
But most burdens can’t be measured in pounds. We are still perfectly capable of collecting those and dragging them
around with us. “My burden is light,” He said. “How about we trade?” The lightness of being with Jesus flows from the
forgiveness of sin and flows into people. Jesus collected people to love and serve. His estate consisted of the clothes on
His back. But His wealth lay in that little group of people waiting in the city to be clothed with power from on high, to proclaim the King of love, to go to the ends of the earth – and just next door – to increase the abundance of His loved ones
Dave Horn

It's So Hard To Say Goodbye; or, A Rambling Discourse
on the Nature of Giving and Receiving
It can, indeed, be hard to part ways. And not just for us adults. From the youngest of ages we learn that separating is
a hard thing.
In the course of preparing to move, my family and I always avail ourselves of the opportunity to purge a bit of the
"stuff" that accumulates so rapidly. Unfortunately for Joy, we also impinge this purge on her. Being the rascally parents
we are, we required her to give away two of her stuffed animals to a less fortunate child. That's it. Just two. In her case, it
would be two out of the approximately 14.7 Billion stuffed animals she already owned. You wouldn't think it would be that
hard for her to say farewell to just two "stuffies." But it was like pulling teeth. Tough luck, kid. "It's more blessed to give
than to receive."
Parting ways is hard. It is hard for me to leave you, having spent a year learning from you all in so many important
ways. I have tried my best (mostly) to preach and teach God's Word to you in all of its electrifying authenticity. But an interesting thing happened during my time here. I found that the more I tried to minister to Christ's people, the more Christ
continued to minister to me - often through His people. Often through you. It began the day we arrived with extra hands
unloading the truck. It continued when you took my pregnant wife and growing family under your wing, providing for us
materially what we could have never attained ourselves. No wonder we so quickly felt like part of the Bethlehem family. I
felt it every single Sunday as the people of God at Jax Beach perked up their ears, listened to God's Word, and then went
out and applied it to their own lives and families. Then you would be back the next week with an encouraging handshake
and we'd do it all again! It was an odd sensation - the more I tried to give, the more I seemed to receive. I guess they go
together.
You have the opportunity to both give and receive, all at once in these next weeks. Difficult or not, we will part ways.
You will "give" me back to the church for continued education and formation, and you will "receive " Vicar Jeremy into
your fellowship just as you welcomed me and my predecessors. Receive him warmly! Even in the act of receiving him,
though, you are also "giving" to him the chance to learn, teach, and grow. Giving, receiving, all bound up together.
Words cannot express my gratitude to you all for your generous giving. I received a great vicarage. I will miss you all,
and will probably get a bit misty-eyed driving away. However, we aren't the only ones for whom giving and receiving are
bound up together. Nor are we the only ones who know the pain of separation.
Our Lord Jesus Christ experienced the pain of separation from His own Father, and from the Spirit, when He took on
our sins, our suffering, and ultimately, our death and damnation. In place of our life, He gave His. Through this act, and
through His words, He taught us, "It is more blessed to give than to receive." (Acts 20:35) Even in his giving, though,
Christ was receiving! Giving Himself on your behalf - but also receiving you into the family of the forgiven, the family of
the saved, the family of saints. In fact, Christ's giving is how you, too, came to be received into this Bethlehem family!
It's really hard to say goodbye. Yet, as I leave to begin a new year elsewhere, I leave you with one final request.
Please continue to devote yourselves to receiving Christ Himself. Be in Church and Bible Study whenever you possibly
can. Be in your family. Not because you need to give God something. Rather, because you need to receive what He
gives. After all, giving and receiving go together.
God's Richest Blessings in Christ,
Nathan McCarty

___________________________________________
2018 LWML FL-GA DISTRICT CONVENTION
ORLANDO AIRPORT MARRIOTT LAKESIDE, ORLANDO, FL

SEPTEMBER 28-30, 2018
“STRENGTHENED! HELPED! UPHELD”!
• Regular registration will be $190—MUST BE postmarked on or before August 31, 2018.
• Late registration will be $210—MUST BE postmarked on or before September 7, 2018.
• Pastors OR Young Woman Representatives—$95
There will be NO online registration or payment available. There are THREE MEALS included in the registration fee: Saturday
lunch and banquet, and Sunday breakfast. Forms on the bulletin board in the Narthex.
CANCELLATION/REFUNDS: Refunds will only be given for cancellations made prior to September 7, 2018. There is a $25 cancellation fee. NO REFUNDS after September 7, 2018. Please note: The weekend is a package deal; there will be no refunds for anyone who has to arrive late or leave early.

