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More than Conquerors
“What, then, shall we say in response to this? If God is for us, who can be against us? He
who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all -- how will he not also, along with
him, graciously give us all things? Romans 8:31-32
St. Paul had gotten the word that a little mixed group
of Jew and Gentile Christians in Rome was beginning to
wonder what good there was in Christianity and why they
were going through all sorts of hellish things because of
their faith. The whole thing was making him lose sleep at
night. What, he asked himself, are you going to say?
What, after all, can you say? It doesn’t seem right. Why
do the righteous suffer and why do the wicked always
seem to get the reward? Finally Paul picked up the pencil, licked the end of it, decided to be a little more formal
(after all, the words had to go down the centuries and
stand the test of time), and wrote, “What, then, shall we
say in response to this?” And then it came, the perfect
answer, the only answer: “If God is for us, who can be
against us?” Notice no fancy, philosophical insight, no
logical arranging of the facts to suit his purpose. Just the
simple fact . . . God is for us.
Well, that would do it, if it were true. It is! I can prove
it: “He did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us
all.” That does it. Of course, he is for us. The gift of his

own Son, his life and death, is all the proof you need. I
mean, if he gave up his Son for us all, to die for us, you
can count on the rest. “How will he not also, along with
him, graciously give us all things?”
Now, don’t get me wrong. I don’t always wake up in
the morning feeling like a conqueror. I don’t always go to
bed feeling like I’ve lived like a conqueror throughout the
day. But this I know, God is with me in my sleeping and in
my waking and, therefore, nothing can be against me and
separate me from God’s love. That promise was for Paul,
for the church in Rome, for me and for you.
Paul could only have come up with that promise by
inspiration, the perfect answer, the satisfying response to
every human need or circumstance: “If God is for us, who
can be against us.”
God’s peace in Christ,
Pastor Dana Allen Brones

Cleanup Day at Bethlehem
November 3rd—8 am to noon
________________________________________________________________________________________________
Bethlehem Lutheran Church
1423 8th Avenue N. Jacksonville Beach, FL 32250 . (904) 249-5418 or 249-1204 Preschool
Pastor Dana Allen Brones, Senior Pastor . blcdana@bellsouth.net
www.blcjaxbeach.org

Stewardship
Monthly Totals:
Restricted:
YTD Totals:
Restricted:

Aug 2017
$50,987.42
1,457.68
$430,857.11
$43,640.46

Aug 2018
$43,008.00
1,942.14
$424,522.12
$19.095.27

Trunk or Treat
Come one, Come all. Meet new people while handing
out candy in your decorated vehicle. Share in the good
time and see all the children dressed in their costumes.
There will be games and crafts for the kids as well as
hotdogs for everyone. Looking forward to seeing you
there.

October 29th—Front Parking lot — 6-8 pm

August Attendance
Date
Aug 6, 2017
Aug 5, 2018

8 am
86
74

Aug 13, 2017
Aug 12, 2018

73
74

Aug 20, 2017
Aug 19, 2018
Aug 27, 2017
Aug 26, 2018

9:30 am
79
92

11am
101
88

Total
266
254

86
87

96
110

255
271

81
70

87
78

104
98

272
246

77
62

71
76

87
111

225
249

Your shopping makes a difference. Amazon donates
to Bethlehem Lutheran Church when you shop at
smile.amazon.com/ch/23-7061413. Thank you for
your support!

SENIOR GAME DAY
Monday, October 1st
Disciples Hall at 9:30 am
Going to Lunch Following
Talk with MaryAnn Lawrence 708-9492

Collective Action!
Not a particularly poetic title, but what a concept! And
how poetically it plays out in our lives if we let it and recognize it. How very fortunate I have been (and continue to
be) for being a part of it in a big way all my life. Collective
action provides each of us with unlimited opportunities
every day!
just moments ago participated in a little collective action with our new Vicar who led his first chapel event for
the little ones here at Bethlehem. After his lesson to the
kids about love and trust in Jesus, we joined to sing a
song or two and the kids began singing and the teachers
joined in: Collective Action!
For the past month I have been helping my daughter
and granddaughter, Carrie and Elizabeth prepare for their
move to Cape Cod. This past week Carrie’s dad from Los
Angeles joined to continue the help. Monday morning
some dear folks from the church joined to lend a hand.
Tuesday the number grew by several more to load the
truck and thanks to Collective Action they were on their
way. They will be stopping at my sister’s home for a day of
respite to regroup and prepare for the next leg of their
journey: Collective Action.
One of my very, very favorite examples of CA is the
choir and the praise team. Every single person arrives
with their own special talent and spirit to collectively ‘put it
together’ and come up with special gifts which none of us
could accomplish on our own. When we have our dinners
(fondly referred to as woe-be-gone parties), each person
brings a dish which results in a feast which no one alone
would come up with: Collective Action!
Our dinners here at the church – celebrations of one
thing or another - are the result of the collective action of
the Holy Smokers and everyone else who contributes.
Pretty cool concept!
Our beautiful services every week are definitely the result
of much Collective Action! The planning and the execution
of each service is the result many working together.
Jesus taught Collective Action by gathering His Disciples and sending them out to share the Word.
Every time I hear a symphony orchestra or a rock
band play I am reminded of the strength of Collective Action.
One of the ways we can make our lives and indeed
the world a better place is to find a way to participate in
Collective Action.
Perhaps not so poetic, but definitely a powerful and
glorious concept!
In His service and yours,
Kathleen Olive, Minister of Music
P.S. Be watching for some really cool examples of CA
during Advent………December 9 and December 19…….
______________________________________________

Hunger Fight
November 10th
8 — 10:30 am

Watch for a sign up sheet in the Narthex

October Birthdays
and Anniversaries
Bob & Linda Van Ness
Elyse Matthews
Linda Reed
Luke Smith
Erika Williams
Caleb Crafton
Nola Tostovarsnik
Bernie Brewer
Timothy Taylor
Ruth Morrison
Katie Gruhn
Elizabeth Halasz
Robert Murray
Jay Reep
Michelle Losey
Dedra Torelli
Mark & Michelle Fluegge
Anthony Mazzeo III
Lorna Boyajian
June Jamrich
Gordon & Valerie Gruhn
Laura Gundian
Lori Eischen
Michael Rosenbaum
Frank Swain
Katie Walton

10/2
10/4
10/5
10/6
10/7
10/8
10/12

10/13
10/14
10/16
10/17
10/18

Mark & Lynn McGiveron
Nolan Palmer
Romaine Moore
Loren & Jan Sifferath
Keith & Rebecca Bicknase
Anthony Lapointe
Joann Ekman
Robert Borcherding
Dorothy Mercer
Stephen & Lisa Smith
David & Cindy Huber
Shea Skorusa
Lyle Wiechmann
Megan Huber
Emma Williams
Wayne Lorenz
Mylasia Baskin
Jasper Richards
David Huber
Kayla Gruhn
William Maxwell
Roy Shimp
Charlee Troester
Matthew Gray
Pam Kessler

Schedule for October
Oct. 7
Oct. 14
Oct. 21
Oct. 28

8 am
9:30 am
11 am
8 am
9:30 am
11 am
8 am
9:30 am
11 am
8 am
9:30 am
11 am

Screens
Pat
Tami
Gina
Sam
Romaine
Susan S
Angela
Candice
Toni
Val
Brenda
Carol

Greeters

Val & Jackie
Joan R
Lee & Joan F
Rob & Deb B
Joan R
Julie T, Rita W
Larry & Eleanor
Joan R
Bruce & Holly D
Anna & David B
Joan R
Mary D & Jean S

It’s Time…

Our God is calling us
To make a difference.
10/19
10/20
10/21
10/22
10/23
10/24
10/25
10/26
10/27
10/28
10/29
10/30

Did you know that The Florida Georgia
District was formed 70 years ago with less
than 30 congregations? Today your church
is part of the 200 congregations that comprise the Florida-Georgia District. Now, just
imagine 50 new locations where Jesus and
the news of salvation can be proclaimed!
That is the goal that has been set, to
start 10 new missions (2 in each of the 5
District Regions) each year for the next 5
years.
You will have the opportunity, starting
in November, to help achieve this goal.
More information about how you can make
a difference will be coming soon!

10/31

Altar

Tami Val
Brenda
Carol
Jenn Susan
Amy
Kathy
Anna Val
Barbara
Beth
Carol Susan
Joan
Diana

Thank you for your service
If you would like to volunteer:

Screens—Kristine Perryman @ 536-0826
Altar—Val Gruhn @536-2912
8 am greeters—Anna Arno @ 223-1766
9:30 greeters—Joan Richards @ 463-6703
11 am greeters—Jean Shimp @ 249-2040

Mission House
Request for all worshippers: We need Mission House help every 3rd
Friday. 6:00 to 7:30 PM feeding the hungry and poor. A sign-up sheet is
in the narthex. 800 Shetter Avenue, Jacksonville Beach.

Middle School Youth Gathering
November 2-4, 2018

Lake Yale Baptist Conference Center
39034 County Rd 452,
Leesburg, FL 34788
Cost: $65 per person
Due to Vicar by
deadline 10/03/18
(scholarships available, please see the Vicar)
Miscellaneous Gathering Information
Please do not forget to be prepared to bring towels and bedding for each member of your group.
If you are roomed at a camp, please plan to
bring these.
If you are roomed in a hotel style room you
will NOT need these. You will be notified in
your confirmation email of the need for towels
and bedding. Bring bug spray also as we will
be on a lake and bugs like water!! There will
also be a snack bar and a bookstore so have
your students bring extra money. Be prepared to
see lots of exciting wildlife, but also warn your
students as to the dangers of such. Remind
them not to try to touch or catch any wildlife
they might see.

Sunday we were in Sturgeon Bay, Wisconsin, for their worship
service. This came to us later that day via Facebook:
Our daughter Evelyn: “I loved that Dave Horn was at church
today. I loved his music” She especially loved the song you sang
about our bodies are weak.... during the confessions maybe? She
has a huge dr. appt tomorrow. She had been struggling with joint
pain like arthritis for 2 years. I knew as soon as I heard those

words she would connect with them, too.
The pastor took me aside after our concert there on Saturday and told me, "When you are here, you are my pastor. I
can just sit back and take it all in. I don't worry about what you are going to say. I don't analyze it, I just receive it. Thank
you." I was profoundly encouraged and humbled and thankful to God for this work we get to do.
Our previous visit there in 2016 had a Seminary professor send us this:
We were visiting at Prince of Peace, Sturgeon Bay, today, and what a delight to experience firsthand your presentation of worship and the Word, anchored in Lutheran theology and substantive textual study, with even some good literarycritical exegetical insights on the Markan crucifixion and resurrection narrative account, all woven around your musical
craftsmanship and seasoned with good humor. It is a wonderful gift to present Law and Gospel, grounded in Christ’s
death and resurrection with a warm, engaging style, and you do it well. A special word of appreciation also to Sabra,
whose contribution from the side was significant and marked by the humility of servanthood.
May God continue to guide and bless your intentionally itinerant ministry!
Andrew H. Bartelt
Gustav and Sophie Butterbach Professor of Exegetical Theology
Director, Specific Ministry Pastor Program
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis

Last winter there was a homeless man at an inner city LA congregation. He was being baptized that day. The congregation had been helping him get back on his feet. They had been working with him for some time. His baptism was already scheduled for the day we were coming to lead the service. We didn't initiate any of that. But, as the young man told
us afterward, "you made this great day even better."
That pretty well sums it up.
We don't start congregations or programs or projects. We give them an encouraging boost. You didn't start what
we're doing, either. But you do give us an encouraging boost, a place to call home, and the credibility of a divine call. We
thank you. You have our constant appreciation.

Dave Horn

Giving Thanks ...
I've been busy writing Thank You notes these past
couple of weeks. I've never been that good at writing
them. However, the Seminary with their Adopt-a-Student
program has helped show me the value in showing my
appreciation in writing. Consider this to be my Thank You
note to you all. Thank you for the amazing warm welcome
you have shown me in my first month here. I have loved
meeting you all and look forward to learning from each of
you. Thank you to the amazing crew who helped me unpack and who prepared the house for my arrival. Thank
you to the Holy Smokers for an amazing welcoming meal.
Thank you to all for the incredible gifts you have given to
fill my pantry. And lastly, thank you for all your kind words
and support through this first month. You have all been so
amazing. Thank you!
Amidst my Thank You note writing, I began to wonder.
If I wrote a Thank You note to God, what would it say? My
typical Thank You notes are only 3-5 lines, how long
would my Thank You note to God end up being? Do I
have enough paper? Right now, things are going well for
me, so I have a long list of things to thank God for. How
much shorter has the list been when things weren't going
as well?
There is a song called "Even If" released last year by

a Christian group named MercyMe. The song talks about
knowing that God is capable of removing any struggle and
any suffering. But even if He doesn't, He is still God. Even
if things don't go the way we hope they will, he is still
where our hope belongs. He still gave his Son to die for
us and raised him to life to redeem us from sin and death.
During the liturgy, we have a prayer after Communion that
is called the Prayer of Thanksgiving. When I was younger,
I was really confused at this point because I thought that
Thanksgiving was just the holiday in November. The
Prayer of Thanksgiving may not have anything to do with
Turkey, but it does have to do with saying "Thank You" to
God for the incredible gift that the meal at his altar is. We
thank him for the Lord's Supper and for strengthening us
in body and soul.
St. Paul writes in Romans 8:38-39, " For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present or the future, nor any powers,
neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation,
will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in
Christ Jesus our Lord" That is something to always exclaim "Thank you" to God for.
Vicar Jeremy

Advent by Candlelight
Special Ladies Event
Start off the Advent season this year with a new event at Bethlehem designed to prepare hearts for the true meaning
of the season: the birth of Jesus Christ. “Advent by Candlelight,” is a special ladies worship and fellowship event that does
just that.
Scheduled Sunday, December 9, 5-7 p.m., the evening begins with a special Advent-themed chapel service led by
the women of Bethlehem for our sisters in Christ and their guests. Scripture readings, special music, and congregational
singing will help everyone keep their eyes on Jesus before the Christmas rush begins.
Following the service, attendees will gather in Disciple’s Hall for an elegant
tea featuring hors d’oeuvres, dessert, tea, and coffee, all on beautiful tables decorated with festive Christmas centerpieces, lovely dinnerware and glassware,
and, of course, lots of candles.
This is a wonderful fellowship and outreach opportunity. All the ladies and
teen girls of Bethlehem are invited, as well as their guests. Ask your family and
friends to come. The event is sponsored by the Lutheran Women’s Missionary
League of Bethlehem. There is no cost. Advance registration is required.
Volunteers are needed to make the event successful. Approximately ten
women will host tables, decorating them with their own china, linens, flatware
and glasses. Guests will register in advance to sit at these tables. Hosts will be
able to reserve seats for their guests and friends.
Volunteers are also needed to bring food, assist with decorations, take registrations, and other duties. Signup sheets will be available soon. Consider how
you might get involved. Watch the weekly church bulletins for updates.
“Advent by Candlelight” has been popular at churches in other parts of the country. Now, it will be at Bethlehem for the
first time!
Keep your focus this holiday season on Christ. “Advent by Candlelight” will help you do that. For more information,
contact Bonnie Arndt, arndt.bonnie@gmail.com, 904-652-5401.

The next few months we will be publishing book reports that our
Confirmands wrote during their class. Enjoy!
Jonathan Gregor
The reformer, Martin Luther, was an important man who began a widespread change in the Christian church. It all
began in Eisleben Germany in 1483 when Martin Luther was born. The very next day his father took him to get baptized.
He was named after Saint Martin of Tours. Back then, for children, it was common to be named for the saint day one was
born on. Martin was a child with many anxieties. He was fearful of not being able to earn God's forgiveness because of
his sins.

Katharina von Bora was born in 1505 and became a nun. She and other nuns sent a secret message to Martin Luther.
She loved another man but he left and did not return. Her heart was broken but she fell in love with Martin Luther and
married him on June 25, 1525. They had six children. He was a stick father but loved them very much. Through his travels he wrote long letters to his family. During his travels he became ill.

EVERYBODY COUNTS
Recently, I joined with a few of the BLC women and men, my Christian sisters and brothers, honoring our members
called to their eternal rest and their families by preparing and serving luncheons. I had been asked a few times to assist
and finally, I was able to do so. Wow, I sure picked a busy week but was so pleased I had done so.
A few days later and after discussion of the topic when "hanging" with my sisters, I had the opportunity to compose a
brief message to share with you. Then I read Pastors message in the September newsletter. It really hit home for me
and my thoughts on my previous conversation with the girls.
EVERYBODY COUNTS
You, me, every body counts. Wow, what an amazing statement and it is directed to each and everyone of us.
Although I did not know Zeke or Bonnie when the day of their celebrations started, I knew some amazing history of
their lives before the celebrations ended. I knew Gail, but not nearly all I learned in my couple hours of service to the
Ford family.
And the added bonus...
Meeting 3 wonderful families and conversing with them. The gratitude extended by these families was so heartwarming and endearing.
My week was very busy as it was for the few folks we had helping. Although it was an amazing experience, it was
the same group of workers each time. That is where all of you come in.
You can donate your time and/or experience in serving Jesus and the Church. We need a list of volunteers and from
there we hope to have enough to make call lists to allow for service needed by each volunteer to be limited to maybe
once or twice a year.we have a large congregation so this should be easily accomplished.
We have had quite a turnover within the congregation over the time of my membership, 7 or 8 years. Either with life
lost, relocations, both in and out. I am sure some may not realize the great opportunities we have to serve our Lord. All
the women are members of LWML as a member of the Lutheran Church. There are no fees or applications to join in the
activities. You can pick and choose how you wish to serve.
Men, you as well. Our Holy Smokers are so wonderful and some of the best cooks I know. I am sure, however, they
could use some helpers from time to time.
As Pastor Dana so stated in the newsletter...
"Onward Christian soldiers with the cross of Jesus going on before."
Please, if you have not yet done so, read the September newsletter. It was meant for each one of us directly.
We have a shoebox in the Narthex and some note paper and pencils. Please, on the note paper, write your name
and contact information, which service you attend and what you would be interested in assisting with. We will need
phone committees, food donaters, servers, prep workers and other various positions filled.
Thank you and God Bless you all
Your sister in Christ,
Joan Richards

When little children come to church, adults sometimes wonder why! Actually, bringing children into the sanctuary is
something like letting them eat at the dinner table. Even though their manners are far from elegant, it's done in the hope
that, given time, they'll begin to feel a part of the family.
Children giggle, they poke, and they swing their legs simply because they're children. But they also sing, pray and give
with us. So this page is written to suggest that we adults should accept - even value –
the children's restlessness during worship, trusting that they are also learning:
. that it's important to come to this place each Sunday,
. that they belong to this special company of people,
. that the sights and sounds and feels of the sanctuary are good, though not
always understandable,
. that something is expected of them in this place, and that they may respond
in song, in prayer and in offering.
Bringing a child to church can be a real exercise in aggravation. But then again, so
are many other facets of parenting, and the rewards are well worth the effort-. While we
do not want our children to be disruptive or hamper the church's worship, we must remember that baptized children are members of the church. Children should be among the worshiping people. They may
riot participate in just the same way adults do, but they are growing in understanding and teaming to take their places in
the church family.
Young children in worship may have bad moments, but it is their birthright as Christians to worship. Our satisfaction
comes in later years when we see them stand in the midst of the church with a faith of their own.

Safe and Secure
Online P@sswords
Create Strong, Complex Passwords
Combine lower case, upper case, numbers, and special
characters such as # $ !
Use substitute letters or characters in common
words to help make the password more complex, while
easier to remember like E=3 a=@
Examples:
S=$
I=!
o=0
B=8

Try a “Passphrase”

String several words together in a phrase that’s easy
for you and the kids to remember such as
“ilovebunnyr@bbits!” instead of the single password
“rabbits.” Passphrases are significantly stronger than an
individual (pass)word.
Change your passwords often!
Do not reuse the same password for different sites
and devices.
Talk to kids about privacy and explain why we have
passwords—to keep private information private and to
keep the bad guys out.
Don’t forget to use passwords at lock screens on
all mobile devices and computers! This means
laptops, phones, tablets, or anywhere you have
the option to use a password.
SafeAndSecureOnline.org
Center for Cyber Safety and Education

Like us on Facebook
for the latest in news,
photos and fun!

October 28th
(Observed)

Emails....
Are you receiving email notifications from the church? If
not, it may be that we do not have your correct email
address on file. When you sign the attendance book
today, please include the email address you would like
for us to use when sending out notifications. Notifications may be funeral announcements, events or just
general communication to all members. We don't want
anyone left out. Contact Carol at carolpiet@aol.com for
more information.

Did You Know?
You can remember or
mark a special occasion
with Altar Flowers? Each
of the beautiful arrangements are $30 per vase
and a sign-up sheet for
each Sunday of the year is
in the Narthex. This is a
great way to acknowledge
a birthday, anniversary,
and to remember a loved
one who has gone before.
You can choose to take
them home with you after the 11 am service or mark for
them to be delivered to a homebound congregant or
someone in the hospital. Please put your donation in
the offering plate and mark it for altar flowers or mail it
to the church.

