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THE FORTY DAYS OF LENT: GUIDED TO THE
CROSS

“He (Jesus) was in the wilderness forty days” Mark 1:13

The forty-day season of Lent represents the time Jesus spent in the
wilderness enduring the temptation of Satan and preparing to begin
his ministry. We use this time in a similar fashion — engaging in
spiritual reflection in quiet places, resisting the devil’s ploys and
getting our hearts ready to spread the news of Christ’s suffering,
death, and resurrection for our salvation.

In our noisy, busy culture, we are often afraid to simply sit in silence.

But Lent calls us to be quiet to pray to Jesus and listen for his voice
telling us which way to go in our lives of faith. Jesus set aside forty
days for quiet reflection in the wilderness, and he gives us the
strength to do the same.

The devil “prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to
devour” (I Peter 5:8). But we don’t have to be afraid. We have the
Word of God at our disposal to defend ourselves against the devil’s
lies, and we have the knowledge that Jesus never fell for any of the
devil’s temptations. Lent reminds us that Jesus has the power to not
only resist but defeat the devil by dying on the cross as the sinless
Son of God for our sake.

Lent is a period of preparation. We confess our sins to God. We read
the Passion narratives of the Gospels to remember the hardship and
the triumph of Christ’s sacrifice in our place. We consider those
things that we can do in response to Christ’s great love for us. We
can show compassion to our neighbor these days. We can preach the
Gospel message of forgiveness and everlasting life in the crucified
and risen Savior. Lent is a season that brings us close to the
heartbeat of God, who gave his Son to save us.

INSIDE THIS ISSUE

FROM OUR SHEPHERDS.......... 1-3
FROM THE VICAR.....ccoiviiiinins 4
WINTER FLASHBACK & PICS..... 5-7
UPCOMING FUN........ooeiiiinnnn, 8
FEBRUARY SCHEDULE................ 9
WOMEN’S MINISTRY............n. 10
VALENTINE’S MIX UP............... 11
VALENTINE’S WORD SEARCH....12
VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE............ 13
MEMBER MILESTONES............. 14
FEBRUARY CALENDAR.............. 15

SPECIAL POINTS OF INTEREST
« GUIDED TO THE CROSS
o« IMPORTANT THINGS ARE
WRITTEN DOWN
o LENTEN SERVICES
« PICTURES FROM ORPHANAGE

v




THREE TEMPTATIONS: Jesus was in the wilderness forty days. During those forty days he faced
three temptations from Satan. First, Jesus was tempted to turn a stone into bread. Then he was
tempted to throw himself from the top of the Temple to be saved by angels. Finally, Jesus was
tempted to bow down to the devil in order to rule over all the kingdoms of the world. The three
temptations remind us not to put physical needs over spiritual ones, not to seek fame for
ourselves and not to want power over others. The temptations also show us that Jesus never fell
to Satan’s temptations. He was sinless and perfect in every way so that he could make a perfect
sacrifice on the cross for the times when you and | have fallen to those temptations.

Traditionally the ACTIVITIES associated with Lent are penance, fasting and almsgiving. Penance
means saying we are sorry for the times we have gone against God. Fasting involves giving up
something we crave so that we can crave more from God. Almsgiving is about setting aside a
portion of personal wealth for the benefit of the poor among us.

Lent is also known for PRAYER. Here are some of the Biblical prayers that can be included in our
time of prayer during these forty days: - “God, be merciful to me a sinner!” (Luke 18:13). - “Your
will be done” (Matthew 26:42). - “Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right
spirit within me” (Psalm 51:10).

Lent is a time for special WORSHIP. Under the general theme of “Guided to the Cross” our weekly
themes for this season of Lent are as follows:

ASH WEDNESDAY: Guided to Forgiveness. WEEK ONE: Guided to Hope. WEEK TWO: Guided to
Love. WEEK THREE: Guided to Peace. WEEK FOUR: Guided to Trust. WEEK FIVE: Guided to
Perseverance. PALM SUNDAY: Guided to Humility. MAUNDY THURSDAY: Guided to Service. GOOD
FRIDAY: Guided to Sacrifice. EASTER: Guided to New Life. (Please note that all mid-week and Holy
Week services, except for Maundy Thursday, are held at noon and 7:00 p.m. Maundy Thursday
worship is at 7:00 p.m. only).

Lent is a season when we are GUIDED TO THE CROSS. Throughout this holy time, we are drawn to
Calvary to live in forgiveness, hope, love, peace, trust, perseverance, humility, service, all
through the sacrifice of Jesus who leads us to new life. Each week, the services in our series will
reveal how Christ and his cross serve as examples for us of how to live our lives for and through
our crucified Lord and Savior. | look forward to worshiping with you again this Lent as together
we are Guided to the Cross.

In His service ... and yours,

e Lo Fome



| HAVE WRITTEN WHAT | HAVE WRITTEN...

Last week | had a great idea about what | could say in this space. Trust me, it would have been a
terrific newsletter article... It would have been so good... | should have written it down.

All the most important things are “written down” things. And thank goodness! Can you imagine
the world of your personal finances without receipts and visible account balances there on the
page or screen? That world would be chaos. Every Sunday we use liturgies that have been written
down to properly orient our worship. When we’re struggling to pray, written prayers can be a
tremendous aid. Even for this upcoming Valentines Day, it is my experience that our loved ones
truly like somehow seeing those words, “l love you,” written down. Of course, they know it’s true
regardless. But to write it down means you took a little effort. It makes it personal. It means
more. It’s somehow more secure.

In the Bible, we see this idea of things being “written down” fit into all three of the articles in the
Apostles Creed: Creation, Redemption, Sanctification.

Creation: “Your eyes saw my unformed substance; in Your book were written, every one of them,
the days that were formed for me, when as yet there were none of them.” (Psalm 193:16) This
reminds us that your life (and lifespan) is not an accident, nor are its details. You may be very
surprised by what your days bring to you, but God is not. All things, whether past or future, are
clear and present before God. And in them all, He looks on you, His creation, with love.

Redemption: The Apostle John says that his Gospel had been “written so that you may believe that
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in His name.” (John
20:31) Ultimately, all of Scripture has been written down so that you might know Jesus - know who
He is and what He has down to save you. He loved you enough to face the cross in your place and
ensure that His acts and teachings of love were written down — so that we might hear and believe.

Sanctification: Romans 15:4 and 1 Corinthians 10:11 both remind us that the accounts in Scripture
are not just stories for our amusement; they were “written for our instruction.” Or said another
way, Jesus loves you far too much to create you, save you, and then leave you purposeless. He has
designed good works for you to walk in and given instruction for a life well lived. It’s been written
down. Of course, you will have many ups and downs and bumps and bruises as you try to live out
that life. But eventually, the Spirit will finish His good (but maybe painful) work in you. And then!
On the other side of that, you will walk in Paradise. Where there is nothing evil or unlovely. Just
the endless joy of life with your Creator and with all “those who are written in the Lamb’s book of
life.” (Revelation 21:27) Take comfort in that truth. Live in that truth. Your name is before the

very eyes of God. Written down. W



FEBRUARY MESSAGE

Greetings fellow brothers and sisters in Christ!

It's February now so that means that Lent is right around the corner. Lent is a time where we usually reflect on
ourselves and remember our own sins, but more importantly, we remember Jesus, the Anointed one of Israel, who
took those sins upon Himself and took them to the cross. Lent is certainly a darker season than that of Advent, yet
it is all necessary. It was necessary that Jesus had to die that we might be adopted and grafted into God’s chosen
people. As we near Lent, | want you to meditate on these words from the prophet Isaiah who tells of the LORD’s
coming salvation.

Isaiah 53

1 Who has believed what he has heard from us? And to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed? 2 For he
grew up before him like a young plant, and like a root out of dry ground; he had no form or majesty that we should
look at him, and no beauty that we should desire him. 3 He was despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows
and acquainted with grief; and as one from whom men hide their faces he was despised, and we esteemed him
not. 4 Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we esteemed him stricken, smitten by God, and
afflicted. 5 But he was pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the
chastisement that brought us peace, and with his wounds we are healed. 6 All we like sheep have gone astray; we
have turned—everyone—to his own way; and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all. 7 He was oppressed,
and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth; like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, and like a sheep that
before its shearers is silent, so he opened not his mouth. 8 By oppression and judgement he was taken away; and
as for his generation, who considered that he was cut off out of the land of the living, stricken for the transgression
of my people? 9 And they made his grave with the wicked and with a rich man in his death, although he had done
no violence, and there was no deceit in his mouth. 10 Yet it was the will of the LORD to crush him; he has put him
to grief; when his soul makes an offering for guilt, he shall see his offspring;

he shall prolong his days; the will of the LORD shall prosper in his hand. 11 Out of the anguish of his soul he shall
see and be satisfied; by his knowledge shall the righteous one, my servant, make many to be accounted righteous,
and he shall bear their iniquities. 12 Therefore | will divide him a portion with the many, and he shall divide the
spoil with the strong, because he poured out his soul to death and was numbered with the transgressors; yet he
bore the sin of many, and makes intercession for the transgressors.

| encourage you to read through this chapter with me at least once a week as we move through the Lenten Season!

Yaexom



DEC/JAN FLASHBACK

ATTENDANCE
DECEMBER JANUARY

Regular Service Advent Christmas

December 3 - 276 December 6 -82  Christmas Eve (5pm) - 48 January 7 - 244
December 10 - 249 December 13 -98 Christmas Eve (7pm) - 247 January 14 - 219
December 17 - 240 December 20-88 Christmas Eve (9pm)-86 January 21 - 254
Dec.24 (10am) - 158 Christmas Day (10am)- 57 January 28 - 229
December 31 - 216

SENIOR SHUFFLERS RAISE $700+ FOR POSSABILITIES PLUS

One of our highlights in December was the amount raised at the
Senior Shuffler’s Christmas party for PossAbilities Plus. All
attendees donated to support PossAbilities Plus, a local nonprofit.
PossAbilities Plus seeks to enhance the lives and opportunities of
individuals with special needs through training, employment, and
social opportunities. PossAbilities Plus allows individuals to train
onsite in a safe environment as they gain skills for the future. Check
out their resale store or their tearoom. We highly recommend
supporting this awesome nonprofit.
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BLC WINTER FLASHBACK:
BETHLEHEM GIVES TO GUATAMALAN ORPHANAGE

In December, the saints of
Bethlehem generously
donated funds to buy these
wonderful children
Christmas gifts, and to help
with orphanage operating
costs. Here is a peek at
their Christmas day.







FEBRUARY FUN!

FEBRUARY EVENTS AT BLC

Come out to the cottage at 6:00 PM on
Saturday the 10th for Galentine’s day. It will be
a blast! Bring your favorite chocolate/sweet
dish to share and a beverage of your choice.
Childcare is available, see you there!

The young adults will gather at Ed Austin Park to
play disc golf on Saturday the 17th! No experience
required and discs will be provided. If you have
your own discs, please bring them. Get some easy
exercise with awesome company. Disc golf is free,
we will meet for lunch after on our own dime. This

is a great event to bring a friend to. Join us! See
the “BLC YOUNG ADULTS” fb group for more info!

Adults...young adults...youth? All are invited
to our monthly games night! It is a potluck,
again, so please bring an appetizer or a side
dish. It is a lot of fun, please come out!

We had great food and a great turn out in Jan,
let’s beat those numbers in Feb!




FEBRUARY EVENTS AT BLC!

LWML MEETING
AFTER SERVICE

All women are invited to join us after the 11AM service.

£
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CARDS, CARDS, CARDS!

SAT

9:30 AM 'Y XX
This month is a pizza party! Join us for a game.

WOMEN'’S BIBLE STUDY

9:30 AM A\
New Location - The Cottage

WINE WOMEN & THE WORD

6:00 PM I

All women invited! Bring a snack to share. Childcare provided.

MEN'’S BIBLE STUDY
6:00 PM

Join us for a meal followed by our study of Spirituality of the Cross.

YOUNG ADULT DISC GOLF
10:30 AM

Golf is free, discs provided. Going out to lunch after - bring payment!

-
—r
m

ALL AGES GAMES NIGHT
5:30 PM-10:00 PM

Drop by anytime, bring some food, it’s a potluck!

LENTEN SERVICE SCHEDULE

MIDWEEK
All midweek services are 12 & 7 pm

WED FEB. 14, WED FEB 21,
WED FEB 28, WED MAR 6,
WED MAR 13, WED MAR 20

HOLY WEEK

Maundy Thursday 7 PM
Good Friday 12/7 PM
Easter 7/9/11 AM

See March’s newsletter for more info on
Easter and Easter breakfast.




s
WOMEN’S MINISTRY: LWML

IR ALL BLL WIMER

Join Us Feb 4th!

All Bethlehem women are invited to be part of the LWML. You don’t have to attend every event/meeting,

just help where you can.

All women of Bethlehem are invited to take part of the 2024 Planning Meeting on February 4th after the
11:00 AM service. The meeting will take place in the Fellowship Hall. We will be selecting projects for the
year. If you cannot make it to the meeting, please feel free to email suggestions to Becky Bicknase at
bicnbec2 @gmail.com.

LWML February News

2024 is the year the LWML FL-GA District holds its convention. This year it will be held on September 12-15 at
the Marriott Lakeside in Orlando, FL. If you are interested in attending, please let me know and | will get the
information to you.

As of November 2, 2023 $120,294.00 of the Mission Grants for the FL-GA District have been disbursed. Please
continue to prayerfully donate your Mite money so all the Mission Grants can be fully funded. For more about
the happenings in the FL-GA District your can subscribe to the Evangel at www.flgalwml.com. Did you know that
not only does your Mite money help fund the FL-GA District Mission Grants it also helps fund the LWML
National Mission Grants. The 2023- 2025 Mission Grant goal is $2,350,000. Of the 31 grants selected at the last
convention four of them have been completely paid. The Lutheran Women’s Quarterly is a publication put out
by the National LWML. Not only can you keep track of the Mission Grant goal but you read interesting articles,
use the Bible Studies that are included and see what other LWML women are doing to ‘serve the Lord with
gladness.” You can subscribe to the Quarterly on the LWML website: Iwml.org.

Pty e

The Bethlehem LWML society would like to thank all the people who took part in the Cookie Walk held in
December. Thanks to you we were able to send close to $500 to the Food Bank at Concordia Seminary in St

Louis. | know that the students and their families are very blessed by the food received from the Food Bank and
your donation helps make this blessing possible. Again, thank you to those who baked, those who set up, those
who worked the sale, those who took it down and all those who bought cookies.
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VALENTINE’S DAY MIX UP! i

Reorder the letters to unscramble the words!

1.ICASILFARIC
2.THARYIC
3.FEESLLSS
4.APEGA
5.VENISGEROFS
6. THANEFFUSSIL
7.APETINT
8. TAINS
9. TARRYM
10.LENTENAVI
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HAPPY VALENTINE’S DAY!

1 JOHN 4:10-11 (NIV) - THIS IS LOVE: NOT THAT WE LOVED GOD, BUT THAT HE LOVED US

AND SENT HIS SON AS AN ATONING SACRIFICE FOR OUR SINS. DEAR FRIENDS, SINCE GOD

SO LOVED US, WE ALSO OUGHT TO LOVE ONE ANOTHER.



VALENTINE’S DAY WORD SEARCH
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Gave
His
Only
Son

dk Enjoy this Valentine’s Day word search!
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Find and circle the words. Words may be forward, backward, vertical and diagonal.



BLC FEB VOLUNTEERS!

SCREENS

FEB. 4

8 - Patrick
9:30 - Kristine
11 - Gina

FEB. 11

8 - Valerie
9:30 - Claira
11 -Carol

FEB. 18

8 - Susan
9:30 - Tami
11 - Toni

FEB. 25

8 - Samantha
9:30 - Chris
11 - Lloyda

STREAMING

FEB. 4
Bob
FEB. 11
Jerry
FEB. 18
Brandon
FEB. 25
Margie

SAT. FEB. 3 WED. FEB. 14 SAT. FEB. 24
Set Up - Tami Set Up - Dee R. & Set Up - Anna
SUN. FEB. 4 Bell Choir SUN. FEB. 25
8 - Valerie 7 PM - Tami 8 - Susan
9:30 - Barbara Clean Up - Valerie = 9:30 - Brenda
11 - Kathy SAT. FEB. 17 11 - Bonnie
SAT. FEB. 10 Set Up - Carol WED. FEB. 28
Set Up - Susan SUN. FEB. 18 Set Up - Bell Choir
SUN. FEB. 11 8 - Valerie 7PM - TBD
8 - Susan <1)1:30B— ;l;laml Clean Up - Beth
. - Be
(191' ?iODeI;IEa WED. FEB. 21
Set Up - Bell Choir
7 PM - TBD
Clean Up - Brenda
FEB. 4 FEB. 18 FEB. 4
8 - EIC Paul & Jamie 8 - EIC Paul & Jamie Mark/Holly
9:30 - EIC Joe & Al 9:30 - EICJoe & Al FEB. 11
11 - EIC Dan & Brandon L.~ FICDennis &Allan gy /ljan
FEB. 11 FEB. 21 FEB. 18
) Noon - EIC TBD
8 - EIC Paul & Gordon 7 _ EIC TBD Emma/Barbara
9:30 - EIC Joe & John FEB. 25 FEB. 25
11 - EIC Alex & John 8 - EIC Paul & Gordon Diane/Barbie J.

FEB. 14
Noon - EIC TBD

9:30 - EIC Joe & John
11 - EIC Bruce & Jack
FEB. 28

7- EICTBD Noon - EIC TBD
7 - EIC TBD
BLC APPRECIATES YOU!



FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES

BIRTHDAYS

Tiffany Freeborn 1-Feb Sharon Connell 10-Feb
David Thies 1-Feb Larry Corbett 11-Feb
Wyatt Briggs 2-Feb Ethan Barrett 12-Feb
Nitasha Mazzeo 2-Feb Laurie Leker 12-Feb
Erica McCarty 2-Feb Robbie May 12-Feb
Mary Scheidt 2-Feb Julie Truax 12-Feb
Logan Hunter 3-Feb Lori Bennett 13-Feb
Tom Potratz 3-Feb lan Bugbee 13-Feb
Stephen Smith 3-Feb Sven Helberg 13-Feb
Janelle Heumann 6-Feb Mark Starkey 13-Feb
Madilyn Wert 6-Feb Asher Randolph 15-Feb
Douglas Brauer 7-Feb Deborah Donnelly 16-Feb
Christian Carr 7-Feb Deborah Addis 17-Feb
Jake Clawson 7-Feb Smith Mattila 17-Feb
Paul Green 7-Feb Elliott Randolph 17-Feb
Christopher Johnson 7-Feb Allan Werner 19-Feb
Doug Peacock 7-Feb Nathanael Adams 20-Feb
Barbara Zikeli 7-Feb Teri Kientz 20-Feb
Nina Gordish 8-Feb Chad Lee 20-Feb
Dale Mills Jr. 8-Feb Rebekah Romer 20-Feb
Steven Pietrasiuk 8-Feb Paul Monaghan 22-Feb
Mariah Thies 8-Feb Jim Pitts Il 23-Feb
Charlotte Cobb 9-Feb William Randolph 23-Feb
Stephen Corbitt 9-Feb Linda Tester 23-Feb
Becky Whitaker 9-Feb Iris Noakes 24-Feb

Neil Robar 27-Feb
yappY

ANNIVERSARIES

Edward and Lorna Boyajian 9-Feb Allan R. and Lisa Werner 26-Feb
Daniel and Janelle Heumann 15-Feb



2. FEBRUARY BLC CALENDAR 2024

SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

01

9:30am Vicar Bible Study
6:15pm Choir Practice
6:45pm AA Meeting

02

03

8:45am AA Meeting

OLV Fifth S. after Epiphany

8am Liturgical Worship

9:30am Contemporary Worship
9:30am " le Study

9:30am Adult Bible Study

9:30am Sunday School

11am Liturgical Worship w/ Live Stream
12pm LWML Meeting

05

9:30am Senior Cards - Valentine’s Pizza
Party

6:30pm Small Group @ Dellingers

7pm Gideon’s Meeting

06

6pm Hand Bell Rehearsal

07

9:30am Women'’s Bible Study
9:30am Preschool Chapel
11am Staff Meeting

5:30pm Confirmation
6:30pm Youth

7pm Adult Bible Study

08

9:30am Vicar Bible Study
5:15pm Ministry Meeting
6:15pm Choir Practice
6:45pm AA Meeting

09

10

8:45am AA Meeting

10:30am Girl Scouts

6pm Galentine’s Wine Women and the
Word

\_\_ Transfiguration of our Lord

8am Liturgical Worship

9:30am Contemporary Worship
9:30am "Misfit" Bible Study

9:30am Adult Bible Study

9:30am Sunday School

1lam Liturgical Worship w/ Live Stream

12

13

6pm Hand Bell Rehearsal
7pm Elders’ Meeting

\_N_. Ash Wednesday

9:30am Preschool Chapel
12pm Ash Wednesday Service
1pm Staff Meeting

5:30pm Confirmation

7pm Ash Wednesday Service

15

9:30am Vicar Bible Study
6pm Men'’s Bible Study
6:15pm Choir Practice
6:45 AA Meeting

16

17

8:45am AA Meeting
10:30am Young Adults Disc Golf @ Ed
Austin Regional Park

\_m 1st S. in Lent
Feed My Sheep Sunday

8am Liturgical Worship

9:30am Contemporary Worship
9:30am "Misfit" Bible Study

9:30am Adult Bible Study

9:30am Sunday School

1lam Liturgical Worship w/ Live Stream

19

Preschool Closed
Church Office Closed

20

6pm Hand Bell Rehearsal

21

9:30am Preschool Chapel
12pm Lenten Service
1pm Staff Meeting
5:30pm Confirmation
7pm Lenten Service

22

9am District Pastors’ Meeting
6:15pm Choir Practice
6:45 AA Meeting

23

5:30pm All Ages Games Night

24

8:45am AA Meeting
10:30am Girl Scouts

Nm 2nd S. in Lent

Mites Sunday

8am Liturgical Worship

9:30am Contemporary Worship
9:30am "Misfit" Bible Study

9:30am Adult Bible Study

9:30am Sunday School

1lam Liturgical Worship w/ Live Stream

26

27

6pm Hand Bell Rehearsal
7pm Executive Council Meeting

28

9:30am Preschool Chapel
12pm Lenten Service
1pm Staff Meeting
5:30pm Confirmation
7pm Lenten Service

29

9:30am Vicar Bible Study
6:15pm Choir Practice
6:45pm AA Meeting

Contact Us:

Pastor Dana - BLCDana@bellsouth.net
Vicar - Vicar@bethlehemlutheranchurchjaxbeach.org
BLC Office: officeadmin@bethlehemlutheranjaxbeach.org

Pastor Nate - revnathan@bethlehemlutheranjaxbeach.org
Eblasts/Newsletter - CommunicationsatBLC@gm




