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SERMON on the MOUNT:
A SERIES of SERVICES for the SEASON OF LENT
Vicar Jeremy, Kathleen, Tami, Jennifer and I have been working hard on our mid-week Lenten worship and sermon
series for this year. Our series for the season of Lent will take us through some of the most familiar teachings of Jesus
from His sermon on the Mount in Matthew 5 – 7 and relates them to the events surrounding Christ’s life, death and resurrection. In the process, the services will powerfully reveal that the cross itself is the ultimate sermon on the mount for our
journey of faith in this sacred season. Below you find our theme of each week beginning with Ash Wednesday on March
6th:
Ash Wednesday: Blessed Are You – Matthew 5:1-11
We who are poor in spirit, who mourn, and who hunger and thirst for righteousness are called blessed by our Savior in
His sermon on the Mount. Ash Wednesday reminds us that though we have been brought low by sin, our Lord will bless
us with new life in Him through the cross.
Week 1: Salt and Light – Matthew 5:13-16
Christ calls us to be salt and light in this world of sin. We who have tasted and seen his great love for us on the cross can
spend our Lent savoring his salvation and shining with his glory and grace in the places where He has put us.
Week 2: Prayer and Fasting – Matthew 6:5-18
Lent is a season of prayer and fasting. We grow in our relationship with Christ by communicating with Him, and we learn
more about Him and ourselves by giving up those things that can distract us from our connection to Him.
Week 3: Do Not Worry – Matthew 6:25-34
So much of our lives, even in Lent, is spent worrying about what might happen or what has happened. Christ teaches us
to stop being anxious, but simply to trust that He knows what is best and will take care of us to the very end.
Week 4: Judge Not – Matthew 7:1-5
We live in a very judgmental world, so Jesus’ advice not to judge sounds radical to our modern ears. When we leave all
judgment up to God, we free ourselves to look at one another through fresh and forgiving eyes.
Week 5: Build on Rock – Matthew 7:24-27
We build our lives on very shaky foundations, and then we are surprised when things start collapsing. Jesus reminds us
in His teachings that the only solid foundation is Himself, the Rock of our salvation. On Him alone we build.
I will be returning from our mission in South Africa just a few days before Lent begins on Ash Wednesday. I am looking forward to preparing my Ash Wednesday sermon while there. I just know the experience of being in South Africa will
help me develop thoughts around our Sermon on the Mount theme for all of Lent, but most especially the text for Ash
Wednesday: “Blessed are You.”
Remember that we have a noon service and a 7:00 p.m. service throughout the season of Lent. May our loving and
gracious Lord watch over you while I am away in South Africa. I look forward to coming home to you all and beginning our
Lenten journey together.
Grace, peace and mercy,
Pastor Dana Allen Brones
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Fellowship

January Attendance
Date
Jan. 7 2018
Jan. 6, 2019

8 am
106
81

9:30 am
90
80

11am
57
89

Total
253
250

Jan. 14, 2018
Jan. 13, 2019

79
69

75
86

101
98

255
254

Jan. 21, 2018
Jan. 20, 2019

91
73

112
92

79
108

282
273

Jan. 28, 2018
Jan. 27, 2019

71
63

88
82

104
89

263
234

______________________________________________

SENIOR GAME DAY
Monday, March 4
Disciples Hall at 9:30 am
Play cards at 9:30 am

Talk with MaryAnn Lawrence 708-9492

Spring Church work day is scheduled for April 6th at
9:00 am. Time to beautify the church before the Easter
season. There will be work to do inside and work to do
outside. A detailed list of things to be done will be posted
prior to the work day. Coffee and donuts will be provided
and possibly a lunch if we are working late.
Easter Breakfast will be served on Easter morning
from 8:00 am - 9:30 am. Come join us for a great breakfast and celebrate the Risen Lord with fellow church members. See you there.
Easter Egg hunt will be on Easter morning at 8:30 am.
Please have your children in the courtyard by 8:25 with
their baskets to join the hunt. Candy donations are welcome.

Stewardship
Monthly Totals:
Restricted:

Jan 2018
$45,193.47
1,279.68

Jan 2019
$52,522.80
6,812.06

___________________________________________

March 3

March Altar Guild

set up—Tami
8:00 am Val
9:30 am Nina
11:00 am Kathy
March 6
set up—Jenn/Tami
Val
March 10
set up—Jenn
8:00 am Susan
9:30 am Brenda
11:00 am Carol
March 13
set up—Jenn/Tami
Diana
March 17
set up—Anna
8:00 am Val
9:30 am Barbara
11:00 am
March 20
set up—Jenn/Tami
Anna
March 24
set up—Carol
8:00 am Susan
9:30 am Tami
11:00 am Diana
March 27
set up—Jenn/Tami
Brenda
March 31
set up—Susan
8:00 am Val
9:30 am
11:00 am
Please contact Val Gruhn if you can help with this mission
904-536-2912

Mission House
Request for all worshippers: We need Mission House
help every 3rd Friday. 6:00 to 7:30 PM feeding the hungry
and poor. A sign-up sheet is in the narthex. 800 Shetter Avenue, Jacksonville Beach.

It is a good idea to plan. We did have a plan that included a brief stop in Milton, Florida, to visit friends. But
our front trailer jacks had been giving us real headaches
for months and we left Texas only with the aid of a hydraulic jack. We had planned on an hours long stay at the RV
hospital to track down what previous repairmen thought
was a bad wiring issue. Our house was in the shop for
twelve days. It turns out the right front leg that does the
heavy lifting was completely stripped out and useless. The
part had to be ordered from Indiana, which was currently
closed – Indiana, I mean, not just the RV supply shop –
due to the Polar Vortex.
We played a few games of what if… but, the Lord had
taken care of the details! We stayed with our friends a bit
longer (fun for us) and used their home as our base for
travel to Meridian, Mississippi, for a weekend service, and
then to Santa Rosa Beach for the next weekend. We even
got to spend some quality time with Dave’s aunt who winters in Fort Walton Beach.
The RV legs were under warranty and fixed to everyone’s satisfaction. We have since moved twice without
incident, praying as we always do each move. It is hard to
have such dependence on our stuff, but thankfully our true
dependence is on our Lord, who takes care of all
things. The worry that walks around the back of your mind
when you struggle with a problem even though you have
handed it to the Lord every time, is grueling labor, and
completely unnecessary. “Does this bring you joy?” No,
Marie Kondo, (Google her) it does not. Thankfully, He
knows how frail we are and loves and cares for us anyway.
We are looking forward to seeing you this
month! Peace to you in Jesus.
Dave Horn

The Perfect Day

March Birthdays
and Anniversaries
Kimberley Barteau
Robin Buckner
Madison Gray
Lucy Barley
Brandy Fredell
Emily Palmer
Bob Johnson
Jaylah Nystrand
Debra Borcherding
Benjamin Huckaba
John Woodsmall
Margaret Buerkle
Susan Helberg
Anthony Mack Jr.
Seth Smith
Jack Ahern
Joan Fischer
Veronica Allen
Peggy Harris
Staci Hunter
Susan Setina
Ann Baum
Joyce Ray
Claira Williams
Eugene & Rita Wells
Logan Gruhn
Margaret Limbaugh
Michele Bacon

3/1
3/2
3/3
3/6
3/8
3/9
3/10
3/11
3/12
3/13
3/14
3/15
3/16
3/18
3/19

Linda Cox
Daniel Heumann
Patricia May
John Poe
Peyton Swatkowski
Joan Carr
Mary Spreier
Don & Laurene Arthur
Maxwell Cadet
Shari Gruhn
Emily Lambert
Angela Matthews
Thomas Chao
Jeanne Mackert
Cade Werhner
Brenda Murray
Chloe OConnor
Marilyn Seibel
David Elo
Cynthia Stafford
John Garner
Dr. David Pietrasiuk
Ayden Zarski
Reese Williams

3/21
3/22
3/23
3/24

3/26
3/27
3/28
3/29
3/30
3/31

Please call the office if your
birthday or anniversary has been
omitted.

“In Praise to the Lord!”
June 20-23, 2019
Mobile, Alabama
The National LWML is gearing up for the convention in Mobile,
AL. It is going to be a great convention. There is a need for volunteer workers to help make it run smoothly and it is a good way to go
to the convention for less money. If you volunteer you will be asked
to work two four hour shifts and you can choose from several different areas. If interested please contact Becky Bicknase, 605-9491608, for a registration form. (Do not use the regular registration
form if you are volunteering). If you wish to attend but have no interest in volunteering you can find the information for registration on the
LWML website or contact Becky for a copy. Please email me at bicnbec2@gmail.com if you are interested in attending. It would be
great if we could go as a group.
The Mite Goal for the 2017-2019 biennium is falling short so
there is a special push to collect money to make the goal. Please
prayerfully consider making a special donation to help.
Locally the LWML group meets every other month on the first
Sunday of the month after the 11am service. Our next gathering is
March 3rd. (Some months the date is changed because of conflictwatch the bulletin for the date.) We meet in the Cottage. This year
we will be trying to put together some fundraisers to support a couple of projects within Bethlehem. Even if you cannot attend every
meeting or participate in every project you can still be part of the
LWML. Contact me for more information.
Becky Bicknase

I've not written or said much about this topic,
but as some of you have found out in recent
weeks, I am a big NASCAR fan. And when I
say big, I mean big! I am a fanatic. I have hats
and shirts galore. I collect the die-cast car
models with various paint schemes and drivers. And I watch every race. I don't miss them.
Even if I have something going on, I will record
the races and watch them later. I am a big
NASCAR fan.
Recently I got to experience going to Daytona International Speedway to watch a race.
It was not the Daytona 500, but it was NASCAR on the high banks of that historic speedway. And it was incredible. It was more than I
imagined it could be. I got to meet drivers and
get autographs. I even got to walk on the track
and sign the finish line! The experience was
absolutely incredible and was quite possibly
the greatest weekend of my life so far.
But it wasn't a perfect weekend. Not by a
long shot. As I reflect on that experience, a lot
of things did not go right (which I should've
expected since NASCAR turns left, haha). A
glaring example was that it rained or sprinkled
the whole weekend I was there. The races
themselves were not particularly exciting either. But it didn't matter if everything went
wrong, I was still smiling and excitedly saying
"I'm in Daytona!"
Our minds can sometimes think of
"perfect" scenarios or we dream up ideal
events. But our lives are far from ideal or perfect. There's either minor or major things that
we would gladly change if we could from the
history of our lives. As much as we want to
achieve perfection and for everything to go as
planned, we know it doesn't. We know we are
imperfect. But those major events go forward,
even though they may not be perfect they're
still memorable. Just think about yesterday
and all of the things that went wrong, but you
still woke up today as a beloved Child of God,
living under his grace.
As we enter in to the season of Lent, we
know we are not perfect, but we have a Savior
who is. And even though our minds can't fully
grasp what perfection looks like, each year at
this time we are directed to the cross. To the
punishment that the Perfect Jesus took upon
himself in our place. "For our sake he made
him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him
we might become the righteousness of
God" (2 Cor.5:21). It may not be the perfection
we dream up, but it is the perfection we need.
And we will experience it all on that last day. A
day that will be millions of times better than my
best weekend at Daytona. Perfect.
In Christ,
Vicar Jeremy

Amazing Grace

– “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith – and this not from

yourselves, it is the gift of God – not by works, so that no one can boast. - Ephesians 2: 8&9.
As we sing and/or listen to one of the world’s most beloved hymns, it is interesting to ponder how it came into being
and why it remains one of the most popular songs in the world. The history of Amazing Grace, written by John Newton,
is a long and fascinating story. The words and tune (as we know it today) did not begin together, but were joined much
later from different sources. It remains timely to this day and I am certain will continue on long past all of us.
The early life of John Newton was not easy. Born in 1725, he lost his mother, a Godly woman at age six. He was sent
away for formal education for several years when his father remarried. He left school and joined his father’s ship at age
11 (think 5th grade!) not exactly a wholesome life. He soon developed into an even rougher lifestyle as a captain of a ship
transporting slaves to the West Indies and America. In 1748 while at sea his ship experienced an extremely severe
storm. It was thought that the ship and all passengers and crew would not survive. During this storm, Newton read the
book: “Imitation of Christ”, which is still printed today as a religious classic. This ultimately resulted in Newton’s conversion. For the next several years he struggled with what he was doing as a slave runner and what his convictions were.
Finally he became a crusader against slavery and felt the call to preach the Gospel. He studied for the next few years
and was soon preaching in his own church as well as large buildings where he could spread the word. He searched for
music that would compliment his message. Unable to find enough hymns for his purpose, he began to write his own. (I
love that!) He wrote more than 280 hymns (5 are in our hymnbook).
The tune with which we are all familiar is called New Britain, based on an old Appalachian tune which was first published in a collection called “Colombian Harmony” in 1829 to the text ‘Arise , my soul, my joyful powers’. It was set to
‘Amazing Grace’ in a collection called “Southern Harmony in 1835. Many of the lyrics are taken from the New Testament:
The Prodigal Son in Luke – “was lost and now is found.”. Healing the blind man in John – “was blind and now I see”. The
metaphors are obvious, not only in the life of Newton, but to all of us. In the novel of Harriet Beecher Stowe – ‘Uncle
Tom’s Cabin’, is quoted:
“When we’ve been there ten thousand years, Bright shining as the sun,
We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise
Then when we’ve first begun.
There are literally thousands of recordings of this song. It was #15 on Billboard’s Hot 100. It appeared in hymnbooks
that were handed out to soldiers during the Civil War. It is published in more than 4000 hymnals. Marion Williams, a gospel singer said: “That’s a song that gets to everybody!” and she is so correct. In days gone by, whenever I played in piano bars or restaurants and every nite in the cabarets of Paris, it was my closing song. It remains one of my favorites as
well as a favorite of many. It has occurred to me that it is truly a song that could be sung every week and would fit the
message.
“The Lord has promised good to me. His word my hope secures; He will my shield and portion be as long as life endures.”
Blessings and Amazing Grace to all.
Kathleen Olive, Minister of Music

Senior Bunko
and Pizza Party

Your shopping makes a difference.
Amazon donates to Bethlehem Lutheran
Church when you shop at smile.amazon.com/
ch/23-7061413. Thank you for your support!

March 10th
3:00 pm
Fellowship Hall
Donation of $5.00
No experience necessary
Please sign up on the bulletin board
and talk with MaryAnn Lawrence
246-3279

Food Support
We have a great group of ladies that help support
grieving families with a luncheon following a Memorial Service at BLC. We are blessed. If you would
like to help with your time or with food donations,
please talk with Joan Richards or email her at nanajoan1977@comcast.net.

National Youth Gathering
ROAR
June 10-14,
2019
Make your VBS the
mane event! This
epic African adventure engages the
whole herd. At
Roar, kids explore
God’s goodness
and celebrate a
ferocious faith that
powers them
through this
wild life.

Held every 3 years since 1980, the LCMS Youth Gathering provides thousands of youth and adults the opportunity
to come together as a community of God’s people to learn
more about Jesus Christ, the Christian faith and their Lutheran identity. The next Gathering will be held on July 11-15,
2019 in Minneapolis, MN.
During the five days of the Gathering, youth spend time
together in God’s word, worship, service, and fellowship with
others from across the synod. This event is organized
by LCMS Youth Ministry in Saint Louis, MO.
For additional ways to connect to LCMS Youth Ministry,
please visit www.lcms.org/youth.

Guiding Principles
•

Youth Gatherings proclaim the Lordship of Jesus Christ
and God’s saving grace to His people through Christ. In
this setting, young people grow in their personal relationship with God and grow in their fellowship of Word and
Sacrament in Christ’s Church.
• Youth Gatherings are a vehicle by which the Church
reaches out to, cares for and affirms young people, both
churched and unchurched.
• Youth Gatherings equip youth and adults for ministry in
a variety of settings in their congregations, communities,
and world.
• Youth Gatherings affirm, equip, and support adults who
work with young people.
• Youth Gatherings celebrate the meaning of Christian joy
in all of life’s situations.
• Youth Gatherings recognize and affirm the diversity of
God’s people
Youth Gatherings affirm, support, and promote the ministry
of LCMS Districts and congregations.

March 10th

CONCORDIA COLLEGE
NEW YORK
Concordia College New York is a Christian higher education community of learning where mutual respect flourishes,
responsibility is developed and reverence for God is cultivated so that students can pursue lives of passion, purpose and
service.
We will be blessed to have Dr. Victor Belton, Regional Representative for Advancement, visit us again in March.
"We are a small school, but our faith-based, ethics- infused interdisciplinary education prepares our students to
make a BIG impact in the world. The same faith on which we were founded in 1881, grounds us today and will
keep us growing into the future."
Rev. Dr. John A. Nunes, President
For more information visit:
https://www.concordia-ny.edu/
171 White Plains Road | Bronxville, NY 10708 | USA

+1 (914) 337-9300

