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The 65th Annual Meeting of the Montana Council of Cooperatives was called to order by Vice 
President Beth Satre at 8:05 a.m., January 14, 2025, at the Great Northern Hotel in Helena, 
Montana.  Welcome everyone and thank you for attending the Annual meeting.    

 
Secretary/Treasurer Dave Kelsey, read the Notice of the Annual Meeting and noted a quorum is 

present.  Reading of the minutes is suspended.  It was moved and seconded to accept the minutes 
as presented.  With no further discussion, the minutes are approved as presented.   
 

Juanetta Keeler presented the financials, reviewing the profit and loss report.  With no further 
discussion, it was moved and seconded to accept and file the financials as presented.  

 
Videos are played from Senator Daines’ and welcome Eliza from his office. Senator Sheehy’s 
video was played and welcome to Brooke and Thomas for attending.  Congressman Troy 

Downing also had a video thanking the Council for their work.   
 

New Business 

 

Vice President Beth Satre called for New Business, the first of which is to elect Directors.  

Nominated from District 1 is Kina Jo Kuhn from Blackfoot Communications, District 3 is Dave 
Kelsey from Yellowstone Valley Electric, District 5 is Josh Johnson from Sheridan Electric 

Cooperative and District 7 is John Burgmaier from Sun River Electric Cooperatives.   
 
Vice President Beth Satre called for further nominations from District 1, it was moved and 

seconded to cease nominations and cast a unanimous ballet for Kina Jo Kuhn.   
 

Vice President Beth Satre called for further nominations from District 3, it was moved and 
seconded to cease nominations and cast a unanimous ballet for Dave Kelsey.   
 

Vice President Beth Satre called for further nominations from District 5, it was moved and 
seconded to cease nominations and cast a unanimous ballet for Josh Johnson. 

 
Vice President Beth Satre called for further nominations from District 7, it was moved and 
seconded to cease nominations and cast a unanimous ballet for John Burgmaier.   

 
Vice President Beth Satre noted there are no nominations from the floor for Districts 2, 4, and 8. 

 
Tracy McIntyre gave an overview of the 2025 workplan noting there will be a series of smaller 
webinars along with five larger outfacing webinars; district gatherings to engage cooperatives; 



Golf Tournament (fundraiser); Co-op Academy; Endowment Fund; work with MSU & U of M 
on a business curriculum class; Co-op Impact report (which will need assistance in raising 

funds); and continue to visit existing cooperatives throughout the state. 
 

Dave Kelsey thanked the staff of MCDC for their hard work with the Secretary of State office, 
reaching out to the cooperatives, and the legislative outreach for this event.  Even through all the 
obstacles, which included the State of the State of the State address and the Governor’s 

Foundation dinner for the same nights of our event, we had a decent turnout (25 – 30).   
 

Dave Kelsey also noted there will be discussion in the future on a possible merger with the 
Montana Council of Cooperatives and Montana Cooperative Development Center.  The two 
entities already work together, and service in the same area and there is some confusion among 

the two organizations.  Each would need to keep their status as 501 (c) 6 (MCOC), and 501 (c) 3 
(MCDC).  Chris Christiansen asked how MCDC is funded.  Tracy McIntyre, Executive Director 

noted the Center is funded with State Appropriation Funds of $65,000 which sunset in 2027; 
Federal grants; management contract with MCOC; private funds from donors; plus, several 
foundation grants.  This discussion and process will not happen overnight and will take time to 

get into place. Further discussion on the idea will take place with both the MCOC Board and the 
MCDC Board.   

 
Old Business 

 

Tracy McIntyre gave an overview of the last year noting on the MCDC side of things, five new 
cooperatives have been formed with one of those being a Native American cooperative.  The 

MCOC Board had strategic planning, a new membership packet has been developed, the bylaws 
have been updated with a new Associate membership and a couple new Associate members have 
joined.  The staff continues to visit existing cooperatives throughout the state.  A list of all 

cooperatives in the state has been developed and district visits are in the making.  The CHS 
membership will be lost in 2025.  This is not a reflection on just Montana, this came from 

corporate noting all memberships were being reduced.  The directors and staff will continue to 
work with the local branches in Montana to see if it’s possible to get some of those members 
back.  Tracy is working with Legislators Gillespie and Miner on updating the wording to remove 

the non-profit wording and the word foreign in LC3214.   
 

With no further business to come before the board, the meeting was adjourned at 8:45 a.m. 
 
Minutes taken by, 

Juanetta Keeler 
Director of Operations 

 
 
 

 


