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At  i t s  co re ,  t h i s  gu ide  i s  a  roadmap  to  nav iga te  cu l t u re  i n  a  way

tha t  hono r s  God ,  exa l t s  Ch r i s t ,  and  re l i e s  on  t he  empowermen t  o f

t he  Ho l y  Sp i r i t  f o r  t he  g lo r y  o f  God  and  good  o f  ne ighbo r .  We  a im

to  p rov ide  c la r i t y  and  conv i c t i on  fo r  impac t fu l  and  seam les s

engagement  t ha t  keeps  ou r  consc ience  c lea r  and  i n v i t e s  mo re

peop le  i n to  a  t rans fo rmat i ve  re la t i on sh ip  w i t h  Je su s .  Embrac ing

th i s  m i s s i on  o f ten  l eads  u s  to  t he  uncomfo r tab le  bu t  c ruc ia l  space

whe re  ou r  p raye r  to  re f l ec t  Je su s  rec l i n i ng  a t  t he  tab le  w i t h

s i nne r s  and  tax  co l l ec to r s  becomes  a  tang ib le  rea l i t y .

He re  a re  t he  s teps  we  th i n k  you  ough t  to  take  as  you  t h i n k  t h rough

Engag ing  Cu l t u re  du r i ng  t h i s  Ha l l oween  season :

A – Acknowledge God’s Sovereignty:  
As  we  g rapp le  w i t h  t he  d i f fe ren t  i n f l uences  a round  u s ,

acknow ledg ing  God ’ s  sove re ign t y  he lp s  u s  to  d i sce rn  t he  good ,

redeem the  d i s to r ted ,  and  re jec t  what  doesn ' t  r e sona te  w i t h  God ' s

t r u th  and  l o ve ,  a l l ow ing  u s  to  be  t he  beacons  o f  l i gh t  and  agen t s

o f  t rans fo rmat ion  i n  a  comp lex  wo r ld .

Remember  t ha t  e ve r y th i ng ,  i nc l ud i ng  Ha l l oween  and  eve r y  o the r

day ,  comes  f rom  God  (Co lo s s ians  1 : 1 7 ) .  Unde r s tand ing  t he  b roade r

na r ra t i ve  o f  t he  Gospe l ,  f r om  Crea t ion  to  Res to ra t i on  (Genes i s  1

t o  Reve la t i on  2 1 ) ,  h igh l i gh t s  how God ' s  p lan  t r i umphs  ove r

da r knes s  and  ce leb ra tes  H i s  l im i t l e s s  power .



I t ' s  l i ke  v i ew ing  t he  Gospe l  t h rough  e i t he r  two  chapte r s  o r  fou r .
Some see  t he  gospe l  a s  so le l y  abou t  two  chapte r s :  s i n  and
sa l va t i on  (Genes i s  3  to  John  3 : 1 6 ) ,  g i v i ng  too  much  c red i t  t o  ev i l .
Bu t  a  mo re  comp le te  v i ew  o f  t he  gospe l  i nc l udes  fou r  chapte r :
C rea t ion ,  t he  Fa l l ,  Ch r i s t ' s  r edempt ion ,  and  t he  p rom i se  o f
Res to ra t i on ,  s howcas i ng  God ' s  u l t imate  au tho r i t y .

Rea l i z i ng  t h i s  comprehens i ve  pe r spec t i ve  he lp s  u s  nav iga te  no t
j u s t  Ha l l oween ,  bu t  e ve r y  a spec t  o f  ou r  cu l t u re .  Whe the r  i t ' s  t he
San te r ia  i n  sa l sa  mus i c ,  t he  t hemes  o f  ma le  chauv i n i sm  and
v io lence  i n  h ip -hop ,  o r  t he  va r i ou s  soc ia l  agendas  i n  ca r toons ,
ou r  unde r s tand ing  o f  God ' s  sove re ign t y  gu ides  u s  to  d i sce rn  t he
good ,  t rans fo rm  the  negat i ve ,  and  re jec t  what  doesn ' t  a l i gn  w i t h
God ' s  l o ve .  A s  we  engage ,  we  a re  ca l l ed  to  be  bea re r s  o f
Ch r i s t ' s  t rans fo rmat i ve  l o ve ,  app roach ing  eve r y  cu l t u ra l
i n te rac t i on  w i t h  w i sdom ,  g race ,  and  a  s i nce re  des i r e  to
i l l um ina te  God ' s  l i gh t  i n  t he  m ids t  o f  da r knes s .

R –  Receive the Good:
As  we  d i sce rn  Ha l l oween ,  r ecogn i ze  t he  good  aspec t s  o f  t h i s
fe s t i v i t y .  Rece i v i ng  t he  j o y  o f  commun i t y  engagement ,  t he
i nnocen t  f un  o f  cos tumes ,  and  t he  sweetnes s  o f  ne ighbo r l y
gene ros i t y  i n  t he  fo rm  o f  cand ie s ,  we  acknow ledge  the  goodnes s
o f  God  i n  t hese  cu l t u ra l  exp res s ions  ( 1  Co r i n th ians  8 ) .

R –  Redeem the Distorted:
Whi le  recogn i z i ng  t he  good ,  we  mus t  a l so  c r i t i ca l l y  engage  w i t h
the  d i s to r ted .  Mar k  7 : 14 -25  u rges  u s  to  d i sce rn  t he  hea r t  beh ind
ac t ions .  Sepa ra t i ng  t he  cu l t u ra l  p rac t i ces  f rom  the i r  negat i ve
conno ta t i ons ,  we  can  redeem the  fe s t i v i t i e s .  Pa r t i c ipa t i ng  i n
a l te rna t i ve  ce leb ra t i ons  o r  commun i t y  ac t i v i t i e s  t ha t  p romote
pos i t i v i t y  and  i nc l u s i v i t y  can  be  ways  to  redeem the  ho l i day .

R –  Reject the Harmful:
Wi th  d i sce rnmen t ,  we  acknow ledge  tha t  some  e lemen t s  o f
Ha l l oween  p romote  ha rmfu l  o r  unwho le some  p rac t i ces .  Re jec t i ng
the  g lo r i f i ca t i on  o f  fea r ,  e v i l ,  o r  any th i ng  con t ra r y  to  God ’ s
cha rac te r  i s  c r uc ia l .  T h i s  i nc l udes  re f ra i n i ng  f rom  ac t i v i t i e s  t ha t
unde rm ine  t he  va l ues  o f  l o ve ,  compass ion ,  and  commun i t y ,  a s
p resc r ibed  i n  t he  Gospe l  (Ma r k  12 :30-3 1 ) .
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What  does  i t  mean  to  acknow ledge  God ' s  Sove re ign t y?

How Does  t he  Gospe l  Na r ra t i ve  Shape  Ou r  Take  on  Ha l l oween  and

Othe r  Cu l t u ra l  Fes t i v i t i e s?

2  Chapte r s  v s  4  Chapte r s  Gospe l :  What ' s  t he  D i f fe rence?

Exp lo re  t he  3  R ' s  o f  Gospe l -Cen te red  Cu l t u ra l  Engagement !

Reflection Questions



Considering the “Bad” Elements:
I t ' s  c r uc ia l  t o  d i sce rn  what  exac t l y  w i t h i n  Ha l l oween  con t rad ic t s
b ib l i ca l  p r i nc ip le s .  I s  i t  t he  candy  sha r i ng ,  t he  cos tumes ,  o r  t he
cu l t u ra l  cu s toms  as soc ia ted  w i t h  t h i s  day?  We  a f f i rm  tha t  t hese
ac t i v i t i e s ,  i n  t he i r  e s sence ,  a re  no t  i nhe ren t l y  e v i l .  T he  i s sue  l i e s  i n
t he i r  cu l t u ra l  conno ta t i ons ,  no t  t he i r  i n t r i n s i c  na tu re .

Practicing Gospel Hospitality:
Open ing  ou r  doo r s  and  hea r t s  to  t he  commun i t y  on  Ha l l oween
re f l ec t s  ou r  ca l l  t o  hosp i ta l i t y ,  m i r ro r i ng  Je su s ' s  we lcom ing  na tu re
(Heb rews  1 3 :2 ) .  Shu t t i ng  o f f  l i gh t s  and  igno r i ng  ou r  ne ighbo r s
con t rad ic t s  t he  e s sence  o f  t he  Gospe l .  Ou r  a im  i s  t o  fo s te r
re la t i on sh ip s  t ha t  can  u l t imate l y  l ead  to  i n t roduc ing  o the r s  to  t he
t rans fo rmat i ve  power  o f  Ch r i s t  ( Romans  12 : 1 3 ) .
Embrac ing  M i s s i ona l i t y :  Wh i l e  re f ra i n i ng  f rom  exp l i c i t l y  ce leb ra t i ng
Ha l l oween ,  we  ac t i ve l y  engage  w i t h  ou r  commun i t y ,  embody i ng  a
m i s s i ona l  l i f e s t y l e .  B y  be ing  p re sen t ,  pa r t i c ipa t i ng  i n  commun i t y
even t s ,  and  i n i t i a t i ng  mean ing fu l  conve r sa t i ons ,  we  c rea te
oppo r tun i t i e s  to  sha re  t he  l o ve  o f  Ch r i s t ,  e f fec t i ve l y  becoming
re la tab le  agen t s  o f  God ’ s  g race  (Mat thew 5 : 1 6 ) .

Call to Action:
Le t ' s  r emember  t ha t  ou r  i n vo l vement  i n  Ha l l oween  and  eve r y
cu l t u ra l  e ven t  i s  abou t  sha r i ng  t he  i nc red ib le  news  o f  t he  Gospe l .
I t ' s  no t  j u s t  abou t  a  s i ng le  day ;  i t ' s  abou t  show ing  t he  wo r ld  t he
g lo r y  o f  God  and  fu l f i l l i ng  t he  m i s s i on  Je su s  l e f t  u s  w i t h .  Th i s
means  pas s iona te l y  r each ing  ou t  to  t hose  who  haven ' t  ye t
expe r i enced  the  l o ve  o f  Ch r i s t  and  mak i ng  su re  we ' re  obed ien t  to
H i s  ca l l ,  powered  by  t he  Ho l y  Sp i r i t .

We  shou ldn ' t  l e t  fea r  gu ide  u s .  I n s tead ,  l e t ' s  tap  i n to  t he
i nc red ib le  s t reng th  t ha t  comes  f rom  God .  Ou r  goa l  i s  t o  b r i ng  hope
to  t hose  i n  t he  da r k ,  t o  show them the  way  to  Je su s .  Th i s  j ou rney
requ i re s  u s  to  be  w i se ,  we lcom ing ,  and  i n ten t i ona l  i n  ou r  app roach
to  eve r yone ,  r ega rd le s s  o f  t he i r  backg round  o r  be l i e f s .  Le t ' s  be
tha t  sh i n i ng  l i gh t ,  a  l i v i ng  examp le  o f  Ch r i s t ' s  l o ve ,  and  a  rea l - l i f e
s to r y  o f  how the  Gospe l  can  t rans fo rm  l i ve s .



Our  wo rds  and  ac t i ons  shou ld  be  a  pas s iona te  te s tament  to  t he
t r u th  t ha t  i t ' s  t h rough  ou r  l o ve ,  k i ndnes s ,  and  unwave r i ng
commi tmen t  to  sha r i ng  t he  Good  News  t ha t  t he  wo r ld  w i l l  t r u l y
come  to  know the  l i f e -chang ing  power  o f  Je su s  Ch r i s t .  

F i na l l y ,  a s  we  nav iga te  t he  comp lex i t i e s  o f  cu l t u re ,  l e t ' s  r emember
the  power fu l  l e s son  f rom the  Book  o f  Reve la t i on .  J u s t  l i ke  how
Jesus  conque r s  a l l  t he  bad  s tu f f  and  b r i ngs  eve r y th i ng  unde r  H i s
con t ro l ,  we  can  have  fa i t h  t ha t  ou r  e f fo r t s  to  engage  w i t h  cu l t u re
i n  a  pos i t i ve  way  a re  backed  by  t he  u l t imate  v i c to r y  o f  ou r  Sav io r .
Th i s  v i c to r y  g i ve s  u s  t he  cou rage  and  s t reng th  to  face  t he
cha l l enges  o f  t he  wo r ld ,  k now ing  t ha t  one  day ,  e ve r yone  w i l l
r ecogn i ze  Je su s  a s  t he  u l t imate  r u l e r .

When  we  s t r i ve  to  hono r  God ,  up l i f t  Je su s ,  and  l e t  t he  Ho l y  Sp i r i t
gu ide  u s ,  we ' re  e s sen t ia l l y  s how ing  t ha t  Je su s  has  a l r eady  won  the
bat t l e  aga in s t  da r knes s .  Le t  t h i s  t r u th  mot i va te  u s  to  i n te rac t  w i t h
cu l t u re  con f iden t l y ,  unde r s tand ing  t ha t  ou r  genu ine  and
pu rpose fu l  ac t i ons  can  be  a  l i gh t  fo r  o the r s ,  l ead ing  t hem towards
the  l i f e -chang ing  power  and  e te rna l  sove re ign t y  o f  ou r  w inn i ng
Sav io r ,  J e su s  Ch r i s t .



Ca l l  ou t  t he  cu l t u ra l  no rms  t ha t  c la sh  w i t h  b ib l i ca l  p r i nc ip le s .  Bu t ,

wha t  a re  we  supposed  to  do  w i t h  t hese  "bad  e lemen t s "?

Hosp i ta l i t y  -  i t ' s  mo re  t han  j u s t  l a y i ng  ou t  a  we lcome  mat .  Bu t ,

how  do  we  show warmth  and  k i ndnes s  i n  a  wo r ld  t ha t ' s  gone

c razy?

When  i t  comes  to  engag ing  w i t h  t he  cu l t u re  a round  u s ,  wha t ' s  ou r

ma in  m i s s i on?  Le t ' s  ge t  c r y s ta l  c l ea r .

Th i s  . pd f  has  some  rea l  t r u th s  to  chew on .  How do  t hey  impac t

you r  ta ke  on  cu l t u re  and ,  fo r  examp le ,  spooky  day s  l i ke

Ha l l oween?

Reflection Questions


