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LENT

Filled with the Holy Spirit,
Jesus returned from the Jordan
and was led by the Spirit into
the desert for forty days,
to be tempted by the devil.
Luke 4:1-2
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“Do not perform righteous deeds in order that
people may see them”

As we begin our Lenten journey of faith, the church encourages us to
intensify our participation in what are known as the three practices of
lent, prayer, alms giving, and fasting or penance as outlined by
Jesus in the Gospel of Matthew which we read this Ash Wednesday.
Notice that there is an underlying theme of humility, “don’t do these
things so others can praise you”. Humility is above all a letting go of
the emphasis on the self, the ego. As Bishop Barron often states,
“your life is not about you, it is about God and His plan in your life”.
Let us consider entering into the three practices of lent but from a
new perspective, namely that of letting go of self and allow God to
lead us, literally living the life of God through our actions.

Perhaps it would help by first exploring the meaning of the word
‘lent”. The word “lent” originates from an older English word “lencten
which means to make longer or to lengthen. It refers to the fact that
daylight hours are increasing which thereby refers to springtime. Lent
then means spring which is a time for renewal and growth. To
understand how we can renew and grow in our faith, it helps to see what
is happening during spring, in particular with plants and specifically with
say a rose bush. What does the rose bush need to grow? Three things.

First the rose bush needs sunlight. We can equate this to our need
for prayer (yes it is a need). Notice that the rose cannot initiate or
control the sunlight, it only responds to it. This is our initial lesson in
letting go. Prayer is not about us wanting to please God or thank Him
or asking Him for a need. Prayer is always a response to His call. He
initiates prayer and we respond. Whenever you get the feeling I
need to pray” realize that God has already planted that impulse
within you, He is calling, He is initiating this loving dialogue.

Second the rose bush needs water and nutrients. But plants in
general convert that which they receive into something that is of
value and use to us. Plants give us food, fuel, material for building
our homes, and in the case of the rose they provide beauty.
Consider this as alms giving. Alms giving is not an act of the ego, | in
my great magnanimity am giving to some poor unfortunates. Instead
consider it this way. God has gifted you, He has bestowed on you
three things, time, treasure, and talents. When you give alms, you
are distributing what God has already given you. Alms giving is not
about you, the superior, helping the poor, the inferior. It is about God
providing for those in need through you. He is using you as the
conduit or instrument by which he provides his loving care for the
other. This is not about you it is about Him and them.

Finally for a rose bush to reach its full potential in spring it must first
be pruned. This is fasting or acts of penance. Again, notice the plant
has no control over the pruning process that is in the hands of the
gardener. Fasting is not about you performing some sacrificial deed
to show off how holy you are, it is about allowing the gardener, God,
to prune you. Consider fasting not as giving up chocolates or coffee
or alcohol. Instead, this lent, spend time to take inventory. Recognize
those things in your life that need to be pruned. Perhaps | gossip too
much. Perhaps | have a tendency to be impatient with others.
Perhaps there is some vice that must be addressed, gambling or
heavy alcohol use. Through prayer allow God to point out to you that
which needs to be pruned. And as you begin to abstain or correct
that unhealthy behavior realize that this is God working on you and in
you. He is the one that prunes so that you may bring forth the fruit of
good works.

This lent may we enter more deeply into the three Lenten practices,
but may we do this in the spirit of letting go the self and allowing God
to actin us, to take over our lives. As St. Paul said, ‘the life | live is
no longer | but Christ who lives in me”.
Let us journey together in faith this Lent.

”

~Rico Chapa

Santa Cruz Parish
Friday Fish Fry Is Back!!!

Enjoy Good Food And Fellowship

Every Friday during Lent @ Spm
March 4th, 11th, 1Sth, 25th &
April 1st and Sth
Hosted by:

Knights of Columbus #14139
Fr. Bach ~ Bro. Angel de Santa Cruz

Stations of the Cross
You are invited to join us for Stations
of the Cross every Friday during Lent
at 6:30pm in the church.

Villa crucis
Los invitamos a que nos %
acompafien al villa crucis todos

los viernes durante I3 cuaresma _ ‘
a las 6:30pm en la iglesia. '




Fiesta De La Familia 2022 Saturday, March ‘,Sth . ,
Our Fiesta De La Familia this year will be 8:00am Special Int./Fr. David Costello, O.C.D.
Saturday, May 14th and Sunday, May 15th! 5:30pm Joey Bernal & Fernando G. Burruel/R.1.P.
Our Fiesta Committee will be having a meeting I Sunday, March 6th
on Wednesday, March 16th in the Music room at, 6:30am  Santa Cruz Parishioners
6:30 pm. Everyone is invited! For more infor- I
mation please call Becky Lujan (520) 256-9438. 1 g-ggam Hector Carlos Vale/nzuela/ R.LP.
X - :00am Bianca Bracamontes/Happy Birthday
Fiesta De Lo Familia 2022 12:00pm  Special Int./Pueblo High School,

iNuestra Fiesta de la Familia este afo sera el

Sibado, 14 de mayo y el domingo, 15 de mayo! Administration & Cf)mmumty
Nuestro Comité de la Fiesta de la Familia 6:00pm Marcella & Gabriel Zepp/R.LP.
tendra una junta el miércoles, 16 de marzo a || Monday, March 7th
las 6:30 pm en el cuarto Carmelita.

In Thanksgiving to Our Lady of Guadalupe
8:00am Phillip & Lucy Woo/R.1P.
7:00pm  Dolores Bonillas/R.1.P.

Tuesday, March 8th
In Thanksgiving to Saint Joseph

iTodos son bienvenidos!

Altar Society of Santa Cruz

Is searching for creative reliable volunteers
to help care for and decorate the altar.

Contact the parish office 623-3833 8:00am. In Honor to Santa Lucia
for more info. 7:00pm “Paddy” Ward/R.1.P.
Wednesday, March 9th
— Catholic Men — In Thanksgiving to Saint Joseph

Support the Church and your community by . .
joining the Knights of Columbus Fr. Ignacio / 8:00am Julia Lopez/R.LP.

Bro. Angel Santa Cruz Council 14139 For more 7:00pm In Honor t Our Lady of Mt. Carmel

information on upcoming meetings please call
the parish office 520-623-3833. Thursday, March 10th

In Thanksgiving to Saint Joseph

Santa Cruz School News é 8:00am In Honor to Santa Lucia

Santa Cruz Catholic School Now Enrolling 7:0()pm Rene Canchola/R.1.P.
for the 2022-2023 School Year! Friday, March 11th

Santa Cruz Catholic School has been serving the Abelardo Franco/R.IP

Tucson community for over 100 years! We work hard o

to provide a high-quality Catholic education to as 8:00am Deacon Richard Ornelas
many students as possible. If you or someone you 7:00pm Lucia Reyes/R.I.P.

know is interested in joining our Santa Cruz family,
please contact our Scholarship Director, Erica Otero at
(520) 624-2093 or eotero@santacruzschool.org OR
you can visit our website at: (santacruzschool.org)

Parish Collection February 27th, 2022

Collection: $ 4,339.34

Most Rev. Edward J. Weisenburger New Parishioners: Always welcome!
Diocese of Tucson (520) 838-2500 Please register by using our forms available in the church.
Santa Cruz Catholic Parish *Please note that the 12 noon Mass is following full COVID protocols:
1220 South Sixth Avenue social distancing, masks required and distancing in pews
Tucson, Arizona 85713 Masses: Sun. 6:30 am, 10 am, *12 noon & 6 pm
Parish Office (520) 623-3833 Fax (520) 903-2742 8 am Spanish at Capilla de Guadalupe (409 E. 31st Street)
~ Website santacruzchurchtucson.com ~ Mon. - Fri. 8:00 am, Sat. 8 am & 5:30 pm (Vigil)
~ Email santacruzparish@hotmail.com ~ Confessions: Sat. 3:30 pm - 5:00 pm
Sign up for Flock Notes text santacruzaz to 84576 Baptisms: CaII.the parish office for more information / Llame a la oficina parroquial
Business Hours Monday - Friday 8:30am - 4:30pm Matrimony: Please call at least six months in advance.

Por favor de llamar con seis meses de anticipacion.

Closed for lunch 12:45pm - 1:45
osedorHnch 12.4opm - 1:opm Parish Administrative Assistant. Hada Reyes (520) 623-3833

Pastor: Rev. Stephen Watson, O.C.D. Religious Education: ~ Martin Doe, Director (520) 882-9687
In Residence: Rev. David Costello, O.C.D. Santa Cruz Catholic School: (520) 624-2093




The Most Complete

Online National

FINDaPARISH.com
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Check It Out Today! [P R Parishes
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The Sponsors Who Appear On This Bulletin. It Is Through
Their Support That This Bulletin Is Made Possible.
Business Owners Interested In Advertising Please Call

T J.S. Paluch

1-800-231-0805

Catholic Cruises andTours and The Apostleship
& of the Sea of the United States of America
M—r £ Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.
a d & Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
== 8 eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com
could | www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com
be in

this ll'

space! MA S S

CONSTRUCTION, L.L.C.
Residential

General Contractors

LIC - Bonded - Insured
ROC 291999

940-6596
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WHY IS IT
® O @ A man wakes up after sleeping
A olale | under an ADVERTISED blanket
CARRILLO’S on an ADVERTISED mattress
TUCSON and pulls off ADVERTISED pajamas
MORTUARY bathes in an ADVERTISED shower
TUCSOINl?ISC(')LDEST shaves with an ADVERTISED razor

brushes his teeth
with ADVERTISED toothpaste
washes with ADVERTISED soap
puts on ADVERTISED clothes
drinks a cup
of ADVERTISED coffee
drives to work
in an ADVERTISED car
andthen....
refuses to ADVERTISE
believing it doesn’t pay.
Later if business is poor
he ADVERTISES it for sale.
WHY IS IT?

&< Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”

and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

Jank Yl“é

“Faithfully Serving the Catholic Community”

Family Owned & Operated by
the Carrillo Family Since 1914

Call 622-7429
204 South Stone Ave.
Pre-planning Available

Get this
weekly bulletin
delivered by

email - for FREE!
Sign up here:

Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.
I am patronizing your business
because of it!

www.jspaluch.com/subscribe

Courtesy of ].S. Paluch Company, Inc. Q

Crow Yo s v o,
Support Your Church & Bollefin,
Free professional ad design & my help!

www.jspaluch.com

email: bordersc@jspaluch.com

TONY’S AUTO GLASS
417 W. Irvington

889-2422
3732 N. Oracle
887-5416

_udia Borders

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAIert'

24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY! ¢
v'Ambulance SolunonsasLowasS 19 95 4 month
‘This Button SAVES Lives!

v'Police Fire
Y
As Shown GPS,

v'Friends/Family
4 %)b f]‘(\)I\.A';l 800080913352 GPS Tracking wlFalL:;z;:’i[:if):mmM

Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

M DMedA /ert EASY Set-up, NO Contract

Sale-Guarding Americé's Seniors Nationwide! ~ 24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

ﬁ;;‘ §
FREE Shipping

FREE Activation
NO Long Term Contracts

d
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517140 Santa Cruz Church

ONE ) PARISH

Grow in your faith,

Protecting Seniors
Nationwide

245 E90 EN

Medical Alert System find a Mass, and
: T with your
29.95/Mo. billed quarter W
$ / 5 . Catholic Community

* One Free Month

WL e with OneParish! .
¢ NoLong-Term Confrac ‘
* Price Guarantee o
. * Easy Self Installation Download Our-Free App or Visit

Call Today!

Toll Free 1. 877 801.8608 MY.ONEPARISH.COM

For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-231- 0805

www.jspaluch.com



