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Ascension of the Lord
Brothers and sisters, I, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to live
in a manner worthy of the call you have received, with all
humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one
another through love, striving to preserve the unity of the spirit
through the bond of peace: one body and one Spirit, as you
were also called to the one hope of your call; one Lord, one
faith, one baptism; one God and Father of all, who is over all
and through all and in all. Ephesians 4:1-7
Thus begins the Second Reading for the Mass of the Ascension
of the Lord. These verses from St. Paul’s Letter to the
Ephesians are a beautiful meditation. We should take time to
ponder and reflect on them. He begins by reminding us to live
in humility and gentleness for Our Lord said, “learn from me,
for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your
souls,” Mt. 11: 29. He adds, “with patience” because “love is
patient”, 1Cor. 13:4. We are called to love one another as Christ
loved us. It is through love that we bear with one another, which is
to say, support one another.
Our Lord gave to us the gift of His peace, a peace different from
the kind the world gives. At every Mass we are reminded of this
when we are invited by Christ, in the person of the priest, to offer
to one another the sign of peace. It is in virtue of this peace that we
strive to preserve the unity of the spirit. Like the first “community
of believers,” Acts 4:32, we strive to be of one heart and one mind.
Reflect on the marvelous oneness of the community of believers.
“For we being many are one bread, and one body: for we are all
partakers of that one bread,” 1Cor.10:17. The one bread is the
Living Bread come down from heaven, Jesus Christ, who gives us
the Blessed Sacrament of His Body.
How glorious is this unity, this oneness! One Lord, one faith, one
baptism, one God and Father of all. E pluribus unum is the motto
used on the Great Seal the United States found on most American
coins. Our nation aspires to be “one out of many.” As desirable
and commendable as this aspiration is, it is only truly realized in
the Church founded by Jesus Christ.
At the Last Supper, Jesus told the Apostles that it was good for
Him to go, Jn. 16:7, so that the Holy Spirit could come and guide,
instruct, and remind them of all that Jesus taught them. That is why
the Church reads the Acts of the Apostles throughout the Easter
Season. This New Testament book has been called the Gospel of
the Holy Spirit because it reveals how the Holy Spirt guided the
Apostles and first Christians in building this Church of ours which
is truly made one out of many. “There is neither Jew nor Gentile,
neither slave nor free, nor is there male and female, for you are all
one in Christ Jesus,” Gal. 3:28.
Jesus is now sitting at the right hand of the Father. He intercedes
for us. “The Spirit also helps our infirmities: for we know not what we
should pray for as we ought: but the Spirit itself makes intercession for
us with groaning which cannot be uttered,” Rom. 8:26.
This week let us make a good preparation for the Solemn Feast of
Pentecost which is next Sunday. I again recommend meditating on
the verses above from the Letter to the Ephesians. We have Jesus
the Living Bread in the Blessed Sacrament, we have the Holy Spirt
of truth, we have the bond of love and the gift of faith. We are well
prepared to do as Jesus instructs us. “Go into the whole world
and proclaim the Gospel to every creature,” Mk. 16:15.

~Fr. Stephen F. Watson, O.C.D.

Be more committed to
Mother Mary…
“She who is the Mother of
Sorrows and also the Mother
of Consolation, can
understand you completely
and help you.”
- St. John Paul II
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SAVE YOUR LIFE! SAVE OTHERS!
Pima County Health Department
and
Ss. Peter and Paul Parish
Invite you to get vaccinated against
The Corona 19 Virus!
Sunday, May 23rd, 2021
8:00 AM to 2:30 PM
Gramer Hall
Ss. Peter and Paul Catholic Church
Campbell Ave., Tucson, AZ
(Located across Banner University of Arizona Medical Center)
Please bring the following:
Available for those 18 years old and above:
1. Any form of Identification with your date of Birth
2. Insurance Card if you have one,
(If you have none, come anyway!)

Saturday, May 15th

8:00am Catherine Darmer/Improved Health
5:30pm Robert Reeves/R.I.P.
Sunday, May 16th

6:30am Santa Cruz Parishioners
8:00am In Honor of Our Lady of Guadalupe
10:00am Victor Gilbuena/R.I.P.
12:00pm Catherine Darmer & Manny
Velazquez, Jr./Improved Health
6:00pm In Honor of Saint Joseph

Confessions Saturday, 3:30—5:00 pm (English/Español)
Confession in Church Courtyard. You must wear a mask.
Confesión en el patio de la iglesia. Debes usar una mascara.

Weekday Masses Mon-Sat 8:00 a.m. inside church

Saturdays
5:30 p.m. Vigil Mass inside chur ch
Sundays
6:30 a.m. Mass inside chur ch
8:00 a.m. Mass (Spanish) at Capilla de Guadalupe
10:00 a.m. Mass inside chur ch
12:00 p.m. Live-stream and opened to the public Mass
5:00 p.m. Mass (Spanish) in the school field
6:00 p.m. Mass inside chur ch

Please check our Website
santacruzchurchtucson.com
and Facebook page Stephen Watson
for the latest updates.

Catherine Darmer/Improved Health
Ignacio & Hilda Vega & Walter Vega/R.I.P.
Catherine Darmer/Improved Health
Karen Estavillo/Happy Birthday
In Honor of Our Lady of Guadalupe
Catherine Darmer & Manny Velazquez, Jr./
Improved Health
In Honor of Saint Joseph
Catherine Darmer & Manny Velasquez, Jr./
Improved Health

In Honor of Our Lady of Guadalupe
Jimmy & Annie Vidal/R.I.P.

Parish Collection May 9th, 2021
Collection: $ 5,849.58

Want to receive direct messages from Fr. Stephen?

Thank you and God bless your generosity!
¡Gracias y que Dios bendiga su generosidad!

Sign up for Flock Notes:
text santacruzaz to 84576
or go online to
santacruzchurch.flocknote.com
Most Rev. Edward J. Weisenburger
Diocese of Tucson (520) 838-2500

Santa Cruz Catholic Parish
1220 South Sixth Avenue
Tucson, Arizona 85713

Parish Office (520) 623-3833 Fax (520) 903-2742
~ Website santacruzchurchtucson.com ~
~ Email santacruzparish@hotmail.com ~
Business Hours Monday - Friday 8:30am - 4:30pm
Closed for lunch 12:45pm - 1:45pm
Pastor:
In Residence:
In Residence:

Rev. Stephen Watson, O.C.D.
Rev. Jose Luis Ferroni, O.C.D.
Rev. David Costello, O.C.D.

New Parishioners: Always welcome!
Please register by using our forms available in the church.
Please note COVID protocols: masks required; distancing in pews

Sun. 6:30 am, 10 am, 12 noon,
5 pm school field (Bilingual) & 6 pm
Mon. - Fri. 8:00 am, Sat. 8 am & 5:30 pm (Vigil)
Confession: Sat. 3:30 pm - 5:00 pm

Baptisms: Call the parish office for more information / Llame a la oficina parroquial
Matrimony: Please call at least six months in advance.
Por favor de llamar con seis meses de anticipación.

Parish Administrative Assistant: Hada Reyes (520) 623-3833
Religious Education:
Martin Doe, Director (520) 882-9687
Santa Cruz Catholic School:
Angelina Schmidt, Director
(520) 624-2093

