
Feast of St. John Vianney                  August 4, 2020 
 
Dear Parishioners and Friends, 
 
Tempus fugit! Time flies. Yes, it does. Time is a funny thing. St. Augustine, patron saint of the Diocese of  
Tucson, reflected on time. He became aware that time has three parts. The three parts of time appear to be 
moving. The past used to exist, the present cannot last forever, and the future will become the present and then 
the past. The present moment alone appears to have a claim to being real. 
 
Because the present moment is the really real, it is important that we live in the present with our minds and 
hearts, and all our senses, attuned to the presence of God. This has been called ñthe practice of the presence of 
God.ò Perhaps you have heard of a little book called The Practice of the Presence of God. It is a book of  
collected teachings of Brother Lawrence of the Resurrection, d 1691. He was a Discalced Carmelite friar who 
spent most of his religious life working in the monastery kitchen. As a simple friar (he was not a priest) he  
developed a keen awareness of the presence of God in everyday life. The little book has become a Christian 
classic. If I may recommend any spiritual reading, this book is perhaps the most beneficial at this time of  
disrupted routines and reordered relationships. What is important is for us to become aware of the presence of 
God at this time. A beloved maxim of St. Teresa of Jesus can help us become more aware of Godôs presence. 
It goes like this: Let nothing disturb you; Let nothing frighten you; All things pass away. God never  
changes. Patience obtains all things. He who has God, finds he lacks nothing. God alone suffices. 
 
By the time you receive this, I will be in Baltimore at the home where I grew up. My sister Maureen is the only 
one there now. She was taking care of my father until he died in February. We will finally be able to inter his 
cremains with my mother, in her grave. She died in April of 1996, near the end of my first six years as Pastor 
of Santa Cruz Parish. Since both my parents died while being Pastor of Santa Cruz Parish, it makes Santa Cruz 
special to me. After my home visit, my brother Tim and I will drive to Iowa, where my father was raised, to 
attend a Watson family reunion. 
 
I will be back in Tucson on August 20. Then on August 23, I and Fr. Godfrey will attend a meeting called the 
Chapter of the California-Arizona Province of Discalced Carmelite Friars. It is a meeting that takes place every 
three years in California. At this meeting we will make decisions about the next three years in the life of the 
Province. I invite you to pray for a good outcome of this meeting. 
 
Since I am going to be away for most of August, there will be no changes to our present schedule of Masses 
until after Labor Day. Confessions are on Saturday, 3:30-5 p.m. My reliable associates, Fr. Godfrey, Fr. David 
and Fr. Jose Luis, are available if you have special needs. 
 
I encourage you to check the parish website or Facebook for updates. You can also call the parish office for 
information. I have asked our parish business manager to send you a letter while I am away. I do encourage 
those of you who have not yet signed up for Flocknotes to do so. (See below.) And let us not forget that this is 
the month of the Glorious Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary. May she be your guiding star. 
 
 
 
 
Fr. Stephen F. Watson, O.C.D. 
 

*Donôt forget to sign up for Flock Notes: Text santacruzaz to 84576 or go online to  
  santacruzchurch.flocknote.com 
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