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The Honorable Jahana Hayes
United States House of Representatives
108 Bank Street, 2nd Floor
Waterbury, CT 06702

Dear Congresswoman Hayes,

As a Newtown resident, I am writing to strongly support the Town of Newtown’s application for $1 million in Community Project Funding (CPF) under the Safe Streets for All (SS4A) program. I urge you to advocate for this critical funding to improve pedestrian and vehicle safety in our growing community.

Newtown’s rapid development—over 160 new housing and commercial units approved since 2022—has increased traffic and risks on key corridors like Route 34, Route 6, Route 25, and Church Hill Road, especially near schools, Sandy Hook Center, and Edmond Town Hall. With Connecticut’s high pedestrian fatality rate and local concerns about speeding and distracted driving, these upgrades are essential to protect children, seniors, and all residents.

The SS4A Safety Action Plan includes:
· Rectangular Rapid Flash Beacons (RRFBs) and raised crosswalks at 10 high-risk locations
· Sidewalk upgrades and traffic calming (flex posts, speed humps, curb extensions)
· “Drive Safe Newtown” education campaign on distracted driving and DUIs
· Pilot speed/red-light cameras (funded by fines)
· A diverse Vision Zero Task Force to prioritize equity in underserved areas like Sandy Hook, Church Hill Road, and the Main Street area.
This $1 million Phase 1 request (2026–2028) will fund high-impact infrastructure and leverage town contributions. Without federal support, strained local budgets will delay these life-saving measures. Expected benefits include a 20–50% reduction in crashes (relative to national benchmarks), local jobs, improved walkability, and alignment with Vision Zero and the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law.

Community support is strong, as evidenced by the Newtown Safe Streets 4 All Committee and resident input. Thank you for your service to our district. I respectfully ask for your help securing this funding and am happy to discuss further.

Sincerely,

[Your Name]
[Newtown Resident]

