
Summary

This Easter sermon focuses on a unique detail from the resurrection story - the folded face cloth

found in Jesus's tomb. The pastor explores why Jesus would take time to fold the burial cloth,

connecting it to the concept of order and control. Throughout Holy Week, while everything appeared

chaotic to observers, Jesus remained in complete control of every event, including his crucifixion and

resurrection. The folded cloth serves as evidence that Jesus wasn't a victim but was sovereignly

orchestrating his death and resurrection. The simple act of folding demonstrates that Jesus calmly

rose from the dead, defeated death, and walked out of the tomb in complete control. This detail

proves the resurrection wasn't a hoax or theft, because "dead men fold no clothes" - therefore, the

King is alive.

Intro Prayer

Heavenly Father, we come before You this Easter morning with hearts full of gratitude for the

resurrection of Your Son, Jesus Christ. As we gather together to study Your Word, we ask that You

would open our hearts and minds to receive what You want to teach us today. Help us to see familiar

passages with fresh eyes and to understand the depth of Your love and sovereignty. May Your Holy

Spirit guide our discussion and draw us closer to You. We pray that You would speak to each person

here in the way they need to hear from You today. In Jesus's name we pray, Amen.

Ice Breaker

What's the most unusual or specific detail you've ever noticed in a familiar story or movie that you

had seen many times before?

Key Verses

1. John 20:1-10

2. John 20:7

3. John 13:26-27

4. John 10:17-18

Questions

1. What strikes you most about the detail of the folded face cloth in Jesus's tomb? Why do you think

John included this specific detail in his account?

2. The pastor suggests that while Holy Week appeared chaotic to everyone else, Jesus was actually

in complete control. How does this perspective change the way you view the crucifixion?

3. When Jesus told Satan through Judas 'what you're going to do, do quickly,' what does this reveal
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about Jesus's authority even in his darkest hour?

4. How does the concept that 'dead men fold no clothes' serve as evidence for the resurrection?

What other evidence for the resurrection do you find compelling?

5. The sermon connects folding clothes to bringing order. In what areas of your life do you need

Jesus to bring order out of chaos?

6. Jesus said in John 10:18 that no one takes his life from him, but he lays it down willingly. How

does this truth impact your understanding of the cross?

7. What does it mean to you personally that we serve a living King rather than a dead religious

leader?

8. How can the truth that Jesus is alive and in control bring you peace during chaotic or difficult

times in your life?

Life Application

This week, identify one area of chaos or disorder in your life and intentionally invite Jesus to bring his

order and control to that situation. Each day, remind yourself that 'the King is alive' and has authority

over every circumstance you face. Practice surrendering control to him through prayer and trust.

Key Takeaways

1. The folded face cloth in Jesus's tomb demonstrates that he calmly and deliberately rose from the

dead - 'dead men fold no clothes'

2. Jesus was in complete control throughout Holy Week, even when events appeared chaotic to

everyone else

3. The resurrection proves we serve a living King, which separates Christianity from all other

religions

4. Jesus's death was not the result of being a victim, but a willing sacrifice made in love for humanity

5. Even Satan must obey Jesus's authority and cannot act outside of God's sovereign will

Ending Prayer

Lord Jesus, we thank You that You are not a dead religious leader, but our living King. Thank You for

the evidence of Your resurrection found even in the smallest details like the folded cloth. Help us to

remember that You are in control of every situation we face, even when life feels chaotic. May we live

this week with the confidence that comes from knowing our King is alive and reigns over all. Give us

opportunities to share this hope with others who need to know that You have defeated death and

offer eternal life. We celebrate Your victory today and always. In Your powerful name we pray, Amen.
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