Summary

This sermon explores the difference between being a volunteer and being a servant, using Maslow's
hierarchy of needs as a launching point to highlight humanity's deep, hardwired desire for transcendence.
The pastor argues that while volunteering is admirable, Christians are called to something deeper: a
lifestyle of servanthood modeled after Jesus Himself, who declared that He came not to be served but to
serve. Drawing from Mark 7:31-37, the sermon outlines three principles of Christ-like service: proximity
(serving those around us), personal and private service (avoiding the temptation to publicize our good
deeds), and prayerful service (relying on the power of the Holy Spirit). The pastor closes with the vision
of a 'table and towel' ministry, where the church is known for welcoming people well and serving them

quietly and consistently in everyday life.

Intro Prayer

Heavenly Father, we come before You today grateful for the example You set in Jesus, the greatest servant
who ever lived. As we gather together, we ask that You open our hearts and minds to what You want to
speak to each of us today. Remove any distractions, any pride, and any desire to simply go through the
motions. Help us to hear Your voice clearly and to leave this time changed, challenged, and ready to serve

the people You have placed in our lives. In Jesus' name, amen.

Ice Breaker

What is the most memorable act of service someone has done for you, and how did it make you feel?

Key Verses

e Mark 7:31-37
e John 14:12
e Matthew 6:2-4



Questions

e The pastor draws a distinction between volunteers and servants. In your own words, what do you
think is the most important difference between the two, and which one best describes how you
currently approach serving others?

¢ Maslow's hierarchy of needs places 'transcendence,' or helping others, at the very top. Why do you
think God wired human beings with a deep need to make a difference in the lives of others?

e Jesus chose to heal the deaf man privately, away from the crowd. Why do you think privacy and
humility matter so much when it comes to serving others? Have you ever been tempted to seek
recognition for something you did for someone?

e Matthew 6 warns against announcing our good deeds publicly. How does social media complicate
this teaching in today's world, and how can we navigate that tension as followers of Jesus?

e The pastor described a brief but meaningful interaction with a Walmart employee during a road trip.
He told his daughter, "My entire life with this woman is right here, right now.' How does that
perspective change the way you think about everyday encounters with strangers?

e Jesus said in John 14:12 that those who believe in Him will do even greater works than He did.
What does that promise mean to you personally, and does it change how you approach praying for
others?

¢ The 'table and towel' concept describes a church that welcomes people well and serves them
consistently. What would it look like for your small group or your family to live out a 'table and
towel' lifestyle this week?

e The sermon suggests that servanthood is not about signing up for events but about a constant,
ongoing posture of availability. What is one area of your life where you feel God might be calling

you to be more consistently available to serve?

Life Application

This week, look for at least one opportunity each day to serve someone quietly and without recognition. It
could be a neighbor, a coworker, a stranger, or a friend going through a hard season. Do not post about it,
do not mention it to others, and do not wait for a formal sign-up sheet. Simply show up, meet the need,
and pray for that person. At the end of the week, reflect on how living as a servant rather than a volunteer

changed your perspective on everyday life.



Key Takeaways

e Christians are not called to be volunteers but servants. Volunteers serve when it is convenient, while
servants serve out of a compulsion rooted in love for God and others.

¢ Proximity matters in service. We are called to serve the people God has already placed around us,
whether they come to us or we go to them.

¢ Serving others should be personal and private. Jesus took the deaf man aside from the crowd, and
Matthew 6 reminds us that our giving and serving should not be done for public recognition.

e Prayer is the most powerful tool a servant of God carries. Jesus looked to heaven before healing,
and we have been given that same access to the Holy Spirit's power.

e The goal of the church should be a 'table and towel' ministry: welcoming people with grace and

serving them consistently in simple, everyday ways.

Ending Prayer

Lord, thank You for this time together and for the reminder that You, the King of all creation, got down on
Your knees and washed dirty feet. Forgive us for the times we have waited for the perfect opportunity or
the public stage to serve. Help us to go from this place with a servant's heart, ready to meet needs quietly,
prayerfully, and consistently. Give us eyes to see the people around us who need to be loved well, and
give us the courage and humility to step in without hesitation. May our lives reflect the table and the
towel, welcoming others with grace and serving them with love. In the name of Jesus, who came not to be

served but to serve, amen.



