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The Hole-in-the-Mountain Prairie is an 1,157-acre prairie 
and oak savanna wildlife preserve located south of Lake 
Benton along Highway 75. The preserve is part of a larger 
glacial escarpment that runs from southwest Minnesota 
through northeast South Dakota. Locally, this hilly region is 
known as Buffalo Ridge. 

Its undulating terrain is carpeted in wildflowers and alive 
with birds and butterflies during summer. The preserve 
provides excellent habitat for rare prairie-dependent 
insects (including 25 species of butterflies), nesting 
waterfowl, passerines, raptors, and other grassland birds. 

The Nature Conservancy encourages you to visit 
the preserve. We also strive to maintain as natural a 
setting as possible while minimizing wildlife disturbance. 
The preserve is open during daylight hours for hiking, 
birdwatching, photography, and any other non-
consumptive uses. We remind you that access is walk-in 
only (no horses, mountain bikes, ATVs, or pets) from the 
roads around the preserve. Vehicles can be parked near 
the main sign near the railroad, one mile south of Lake 
Benton along Highway 75 or on the edge of the gravel 
road on the south side of the preserve. Removal of 
plants, animals, or any natural materials is prohibited. If 
you pack it in, please pack it out!

The preserve harbors more than 60 species of grasses, 
sedges, and rushes, 10 species of trees and shrubs 
and 200 species of wildflowers. Native plants include 
six of special concern: prairie moonwort, small-leaved 
pussytoes, small white lady’s slipper, red threeawn, soft 
goldenrod, and slender milk-vetch.

Most unique to Hole-in-the Mountain are its 
butterflies, thriving on the native grasses and forbs 
protected here: The Dakota skipper and Ottoe skipper, 
both threatened species; and the Uncas skipper (Hesperia 
uncas), an endangered species. Visitors may also catch 
glimpses of a suite of prairie birds, mammals, and other 
insects including badger, coyote, white-tailed deer, wild 
turkey, red-tailed hawk, meadowlark, and bobolink. 

The prairie valley is the headwaters of Flandreau Creek, 
which runs in a southwesterly direction toward the 

Big Sioux River. Indians called the half-mile-wide valley 
“Mountain Pass” or “Hole-in-the-Mountain.” This preserve 
is owned and operated by The Nature Conservancy as 
part of a larger project that strives to enhance habitat 
across the Prairie Coteau region of Minnesota and 
South Dakota by working to protect native rangelands 
and wildlife through sound habitat management while 
working in partnership with the farmers, ranchers, and 
public agencies who share our interest in preserving this 
incredible landscape. Hole-In-The-Mountain Preserve 
represents in full beauty what the southern end of the 
larger 2.4-million-acre Prairie Coteau region might have 
looked like prior to European settlement.

The hole-in-The-MounTain Prairie

2018 Lake Benton Visitor’s Guide Page 23



Page 24 2018 Lake Benton Visitor’s Guide

Lake Benton Lake: one of the most 
popular lakes in southern Minnesota.

It’s no wonder Lake Benton 
Lake is so well known. This famous 
lake has an area of 2,875 acres, 
making it the sixth largest lake in 
southern Minnesota. Fishermen 
from throughout the upper Midwest 
come the year around to catch game 
fish, including walleye, northern 
pike, and large mouth bass. Pan 
fishermen enjoy catching beautiful 
yellow perch, crappies, bluegills, and 
bullheads.

Fishermen can be seen daily on the 
lake, in their boats and shore fishing, 
as they enjoy the peaceful and 
relaxing atmosphere of a pleasant 
summer day. In the winter a “little 
town” appears as the ice fishermen 
arrive with their unique houses. The 
aeration system, maintained by our 
local Sportsmen’s Club, prevents any 
winter-kill of fish. The fertility of this 
prairie lake provides the nutrients 
needed to produce fish that are 
above average in size and numbers. 
Many trophy walleye that are caught 
range from eight to twelve pounds. 
Walleye weighing two to four lbs. are 
common. Many perch are over one 
pound and many exceed two pounds 
in size.

The DNR stocks the lake with more 
than two million walleye fry every 
two years. This is in addition to those 

produced in the lake itself.
Fishermen aren’t the only ones 

who enjoy the lake. Boating and 
water skiing are always popular in 
the summertime. Swimmers gather 
at the beaches for a day in the sun. 
In the winter, for a cure of the winter 
blues, snowmobiling is a fun sport.

The Lake Benton Lake Association 
is continually involved in projects 
to improve the water quality of the 
lake. They realize that a good lake 
is not only an asset to the residents 
who live on the lake, but it is also an 
economic asset to the local economy 
as well.

lake BenTon lake

2875
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lunch Box café
Located at 116 Center Street, Lake Benton. Enjoy home 
style cooking for your breakfast and lunch meals. (507-
368-3400)

The cenTer PosT
For large banquet or meeting events, contact The Center 
Post, located on South Center Street in downtown Lake 
Benton.  The Center Post has facilities available to rent 
for meetings, banquets or receptions.  In house catering 
services are also available.  (507-368-9387)

counTry house 
Located on East Highway 14, Lake Benton. Enjoy fine 
dining by indulging in a mouth watering four-course 
meal or dine casually in the lower level. They also offer 
catering, take out, bus and tour group packages, or book 
your next meeting. Children’s menu on both levels.  
(507-368-4223) 

knoTTy Pine suPPer cluB
Located near Elkton, SD. The Knotty Pine offers a gourmet 
menu, specializing in their well-known prime rib and garlic 
mashed potatoes. Their sports bar is a great place to 
watch the games with your friends, with prizes, specials 
and treats during the games. They also offer a party room 
for special occasions. (507-548-3781 or 1-800-442-7977)

lake BenTon Bar and 
dad's Wine & sPiriTs
Offers a large wine selection, along with off-sale beer 
and liquor sales. The on-sale bar side has a wide range of 
flavors, sure to please anyone's taste. Watch the game on 
the big screen TVs, or take on your friends with a game 
of pool or darts. The facility also offers delicious pizzas, 
sandwiches, baskets, appetizers and fresh popcorn to 
satisfy your appetite. (507-368-4507)

renee’s kiTchen
Located at Becker’s Resort. Delicious sit down and take-
out pizza, sandwiches, quesadillas and buffet meals. 
(507-368-4399) 

exPressWay
Located on US Highway 75, Lake Benton. The ExpressWay 
features Hot Stuff Pizza, Smash Hit Subs and many 
other delicious sandwiches and goodies. They also offer 
many convenience grocery items and video rentals. 
(507-368-4204)

dining

Make the Switch!

Call today!
605-594-3465

25353 485th Ave | Garretson, SD
Palisades offers beer, 

liquor, food, and a full kitchen menu

• propane & oil delivery service
• free tank switch out
• no tank rent/lease fee
• multiple contract options
• uhaul rentals

Junk Peddlers Paradise

107 E. Benton Street
Lake Benton, MN 56149

sanowmichelle@yahoo.com

507-530-9220

Michelle L. Sanow
Owner

Lunch Box
Breakfast | Lunch | Takeout

Mon.-Fri. – 7:00 a.m.-1:30 p.m.
(Dec.-March) – 7:30 a.m.-1:15 p.m.

Saturday – 7:30 a.m.-11:00 a.m.
(Dec.-March) – Call

507-368-3400 • 116 N. Center Street, Lake Benton, MN
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Open at 5:00 p.m., Thursday - Sunday

Catering in southeast South Dakota  
and southwest Minnesota

Country House 

East Hwy. 14, Lake Benton, MN

Email: aschwing@mchsi.com
Phone: 507-368-4223  |  Cell: 507-829-4843

restaurant & Catering
Casual Family Dining  |  Take out  |  Cocktails 

Private Party Room  |  Private Groups by Reservation

Steaks  |  Seafood  |  Broasted Chicken  |  Sandwiches

our 36tH year of serving you!

Big Screen TVs We have the BIG 10 Network. Watch the game with us!

Thursdays Barrringo! Lots of prizes, loads of fun! 7-9 p.m.

Friday Night Bar Jackpot 7 p.m. - big money giveaway!

Lake Benton Bar and Dad's Wine & Spirits

Get your fun on!

114 North Center Street, Lake Benton  |  507-368-4507
Like us on Facebook to check out our upcoming events and daily specials! Keywords: Lake Benton Bar & Off-Sale

Check out our expanded Off-Sale selection! Big selection of wines!  Affordable prices! 

Serving Meals!

Monday-Friday 5-7 p.m.
Happy Hour

Pizza, Baskets, Sandwiches, 
Burgers and Appetizers 

11 a.m. - 11 p.m. Monday-Saturday
11 a.m. - 6 p.m. Sunday

 Take Out — Call 507-368-4507

Daily Noon Specials
Nightly Specials

Open 11 a.m.-2 a.m. Monday-Friday, 10 a.m.-2 a.m. Saturday, 11 a.m.-6 p.m  Sunday
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Becker’s resorT
Since taking ownership of Becker's Resort, Renee Becker 
has remodeled all of the units and has them available 
year-round for ice fishing and summer activities. Most of 
the units have kitchenettes and all are clean, modern units. 
Keep Becker's Resort in mind when making reservations for 
wedding parties, hunting, fishing and vacation plans. They 
also offer boat rentals. Food and a full bar is available on-
site at Renee's Kitchen. (507-368-4399)

Benck lakevieW lodge
Under new management in 2017, Tami and Chad Benck 
have remodeled all 9 units, which are available for rent year 
round.  Two of the units are double cabins with kitchenette 
facilities.  Benck Lakeview Lodge boasts a beautiful view 
of the lake with easy public access and is within walking 
distance of town.  Come visit Benck Lakeview Lodge to 
enjoy fishing, boating and sight-seeing in beautiful Lake 
Benton.  (507-368-2585)

lodging

Where the service and the price are Worth the trip!

Hours: 
Monday-Saturday 9-8  
Sunday 1-8

Kjergaard sports 1951 200th avenue  |  Lake Benton, Mn  
507-368-4696  |  service Line 507-368-4894

• Over 4,000 firearms in stock
• Full line of Beretta, Benelli & Browning
• Dog training supplies
• Hunting clothing items
• Gun Repair
• Reloading Supplies
• Danner Boots
• Under Armour

www.kjergaardsports.com
kjergaardguns@itctel.com
Located from Lake Benton: 4 miles north on Hwy 75, 1 mile east on Co. 13, ½ mile north on 200th Ave

Help for veterans and families

LincoLn county  
Veteran SerViceS
Dan Kuss, Veterans Service Officer

319 N. Rebecca St.  |  PO Box 29  
Ivanhoe, MN 56142

Cell: 507-215-3159  |  Phone: 507-694-1033
DKuss@co.lincoln.mn.us

Wooden diaMond B&B
The Wooden Diamond is a year-round B&B, subtly hidden 
on the shores of Lake Benton Lake, offering a truly unique 
and memorable experience!   The Wooden Diamond 
offers the “Parsonage”, a large guest suite with private 
bath & kitchenette.  Plus two new rooms coming in 
2018 - the "Lakeside" and the "Acreage".   A private deck 
overlooks the lake, plus the use of the fire-pit for those cool 
nights!  Breakfast may be served in your room or in the 
three-season room.  Call Bill and Jenifer for reservations  
(507)368-4305.   email: billandjenifer@gmail.com   
Facebook: WoodenDiamondB&B
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Open Wednesday-Sunday at 5 p.m.

(507) 548-3781
Located 1½ miles east of Elkton, SD

Delicious Hand Cut Steaks 
Nightly Seafood Specials | Chicken | BBQ Ribs

Homemade Soups Everyday 
Slow Roasted Prime Rib on Fridays and Saturdays

 Something for Everyone to Enjoy!

Rehearsal Dinners | Banquets
Birthday Parties | Anniversaries 

Special Occasions

Join us in our cozy lounge  
with big screen TV or relax in  

our spacious dining area.

KNOTTY PINE SUPPER CLUB

www.TheKnottyPineSupperClub.com 

Wooden Diamond B&B

 A visit to the Wooden Diamond is most surely an experience to 
be treasured. Located on the shores of Lake Benton Lake, the 
"Parsonage Room" offers a large guest suite with private bath, 
kitchenette, free wireless connectivity, and D-TV. Choose to be 

outdoors? The private deck overlooking the lake with your morning 
coffee and use of the fire-pit for those cool nights add to your 

enjoyment! Breakfast may be served in your room or in the three-
season room. Two new rooms to be added in 2018 - the "Lakeside 

Loft" and the "Acreage." Check out our FB page for  progress! 

NEW OWNERSHIP IN 2017
Bill and Jenifer Vollmer

1593 Shady Shore Drive, Lake Benton, MN 56149
(follow the signs on Highway 14)

Telephone (507) 368-4305
e-mail: billandjenifer@gmail.com
Facebook: WoodenDiamondB&B

Open year-round and located on the shores 
of Lake Benton Lake. A truly unique and 
memorable Bed and Breakfast experience!
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Buffalo ridge anTiques 
has furniture, vintage clothing, collectible and antiques 
galore located at 112 East Benton. This unique shop is 
a shopper's haven, so stop in and spend the day away 
finding hidden treasures you are sure to enjoy for years 
to come.

hole-in-The-MounTain equiPMenT 
is a business that offers a wide variety of compact 
tractors and recreational vehicles. Give Steve Nichols a 
call to add a little fun to your leisure time.

kjergaard sPorTs 
is the largest gunshop in the area, just outside of Lake 
Benton. You’ll be able to pick up any and all your hunting 
supplies with an amazing selection of guns, accessories, 
clothing and services. Stop out and see Steve and the 
crew, you won’t go away empty-handed.

lake BenTon hardWare and gifT 
has about everything you would need, from gifts and 
garden items, seasonal supplies to the hardware section 
where you will find tools, paint and appliances. They have 
everything you may need to repair anything. The friendly, 
good hometown service also features free gift wrapping.

neW 2 you consignMenTs 
is located at 128 East Benton Street, Lake Benton. New 2 
You has a variety of consignment items such as clothing 
for babies, children and adults. Several household items 
available. (507-215-7636)

junk Peddlers Paradise 
is located in downtown Lake Benton.  The shop contains 
a variety of home, garden, vintage and unique antique 
"JUNK".  The Junk Peddler also carries quality clothing for 
the entire family, vintage décor and furniture, jewelry 
and so much more. Come check it out, something for 
everyone. (507-530-9220)

The beauty and charm of Lake Benton is 
magnified by the shopping opportunities 
available. You will find our fine retail stores 
and specialty/antique shops ready to cater  
to your very need from the new to the 
old. You will feel like royalty with the old-
fashioned personal service.

sPecialTy shoPs
haPPy hound grooMing 
is located at 109 South Center Street, in downtown Lake 
Benton.   The owner/operator offers dog grooming by a 
certified dog groomer.  Call for appointment.  (507-530-
1251) 

Prairie rose anTique gallery 
contains a plethora of antiques and collectibles ranging 
from coins to furniture and more. Located at 102 North 
Center Street the Prairie Rose Antique Gallery will 
provide a variety of beauty to any home. The Prairie Rose 
Antique Gallery also serves as a studio for the beautiful 
and unique artwork of Marge Petersen.

cPr - courTeous Professional rePair 
Is located at 309 North Center Street.  Owner, Larry 
Robbins, has over 40 years of experience repairing anything 
from bicycles to industrial robots.  CPR repairs, maintains 
and sells all types of equipment, in addition to tool and 
equipment rentals for the do-it-yourselfer.  CPR also offers 
recycling of old, gas powered equipment.  Open Wednesday-Sunday at 5 p.m.

(507) 548-3781
Located 1½ miles east of Elkton, SD

Delicious Hand Cut Steaks 
Nightly Seafood Specials | Chicken | BBQ Ribs

Homemade Soups Everyday 
Slow Roasted Prime Rib on Fridays and Saturdays

 Something for Everyone to Enjoy!

Rehearsal Dinners | Banquets
Birthday Parties | Anniversaries 

Special Occasions

Join us in our cozy lounge  
with big screen TV or relax in  

our spacious dining area.

KNOTTY PINE SUPPER CLUB

www.TheKnottyPineSupperClub.com 

Lake Benton Realty, Inc.

Lisa J. Willert
Broker

1637 Edgewater Dr., Lake Benton, MN 56149

E-mail: lisa.willert@outlook.com
Website: www.lakebentonrealty.com

Phone: 507-530-5361
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Lincoln County’s oldest newspaper, continuing the Lake Benton News
Valley JournalLake Benton

124 N. Tyler Street, PO Box Q 
Tyler, MN 56178

507-247-5502
www.tylertribute.com

120 N. Center, PO Box 328 
Lake Benton, MN 56149

507-368-4604
www.lbvalleyjournal.com

202 S. Main Street Plaza, PO Box 5 
Hendricks, MN 56136

507-275-3197
www.thehendrickspioneer.com

Buffalo Ridge Newspapers
Tyler Tribute • Hendricks Pioneer • Lake Benton Valley Journal

Covering all the newsn e Buffalo Ridge!

Hendricks

Pioneer
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The members of the Economic 
Development Authority (E.D.A.) 
board work together with other 
organizations, individuals, and 
agencies so that Lake Benton can 
reach its business potential and keep 
abreast of the changes and progress 
occurring in the business world.

Lake Benton Economic
Development Authority

For residential locations,
inquire about apartment availability 
and the newly developed residential 

lots in the Mork Addition.

Assisting with the expansion of existing business and the development of new business.

COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL 
LOTS AVAILABLE

For business locations,
 inquire about the lots available in the 

Industrial Park development.

Please contact the Lake Benton 
Economic Development 

Authority at 507-368-4641 ext. 1



January 27   Sportsmen's Club Ice Fishing Tournament 
  - Al's Landing 
March 17  Sportsmen;s Club Wild Game Feed - Center Post
March 17  LB Opera House Season Opener "Broadway
  Meets Lake Benton" 
March 24  LB Area Foundation/LB Volunteers for Education 
  Gala - Center Post
April 6-8, 13-15   LB Opera House Spring Play "Steel Magnolias"
May 11-13  RTR Spring Play - Lake Benton Opera House
May 12  Minnesota Walleye Opener
May 24-27  Larry Olsen Music Fest - Larry Olsen Farm
May 26  City Wide Rummage Sales
May 28  Memorial Day Services - Lake Benton 
  Opera House
June 15-17  Saddle Horse Holiday Weekend
June 30  Lake Benton Lake Association - Pork Sandwich 
  Fundraiser/Member Drive
July 21  Kjergaard Sports Buffalo Ridge Demo Shoot - 
  Kjergaard Sports 
July 26-29, August 2-5   Lake Benton Opera House Summer 
  Musical "Footloose"
August 3-5  Benton-Fremont / Te Tonka Ha Rendezvous - 
  Hole-In-The-Mountain Park
September 8  King of Trails Market Day-Highway 75 
  - Lakeside Park
October 5-7, 12-14   LB Opera House Fall Play "A Little Murder Never 
  Hurt Anybody" 
November 12  Veteran's Day Program - Lake Benton School
November 17  LB Opera House Children's Theatre
November 24-December 15  Lake Benton Business Holiday Open Houses
December  Holiday Tree Walk - Heritage Center
December 1  Lake Benton Opera House Christmas Show
December 7  Residential Holiday Lighting Contest
December 8  Santa Claus Day - Lake Benton Elementary School
January 2019  Lake Benton Chamber Kickoff Event 

www.lakebenton.us

Find us on Facebook: 
search Lake Benton  
Convention and  
Visitors Bureau


