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'"20 Year Reunion of Legends of Auto"
Returns to Embassy Suite Hotel in Seaside/
Monterey on 8/13/26 During "Car Week"

by Bill McCallum

You are invited to attend the 20
year Reunion of Legends of Auto
and “Dealer ofthe Decade” awards
as we honor 30 living legends and
4 new car dealers on Thursday

August 13, 2026 at the Embassy
Suites Hotel in Monterey, CA.
during Pebble Beach “ Car Week.”.
(FOR ADVANCED TICKET
INFORMATION SEE - www.
autonewsonline.com
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Both Jim Farley, Ford C.E.O. and Beau Boeckmann (Rgt.) Galpin

Ford to be featured at Legends Event (photo Auto News)

AWD LTD. Performs Well On

Annual Fishing

I!-.-un_'i

U.S. with 4 horse power. (photo Auto News)

by Bill McCallum

When 1 started planning our
annual “road-trip” to Winthrop,
WA. this Spring , I reached out to
an automaker (OEM) that could
schedule a“testdrive” vehicle, that
wouldoffer ECONOMY,POWER,
COMFORT, and enough ROOM
for golf clubs and fishing gear. The
500 mile road trip was scheduled
for our annual fishing & golf trip

to our mountain cabin in Eastern,
Washington. The “Top Selling”
ToyotaRAV4HYBRID LTDAWD
metthe challenge and delivered the
“best trip ever.”

The 2026 Toyota RAV4 Hybrid
Ltd AWD (as tested) was priced
at $43,300 and gave us 41 mpg
(combined city/highway fuel
economy. With lots of room for
gear, the 2.5L, 4-cylinder Engine

Trip to Winthrop

, WA

w "

Toyota RAV4 Hybrid AWD LTD. parked in front of First Known SUV (covered wagon) crossing

produced more than enough power
for mountain highway driving.
The Toyota Safety Sense 4.0/w
Pre- Collision package includes 10
different safety features.
Thank you Toyota !!
(We understand the Toyoda
family wasn t making SUV's when
thefirst SUV, a covered wagon with
2 to 4 “horse power”, crossed the
U.S. - see PHOTO on same page)

2026 Jeep Grand Cherokee Summit Review

"Luxury Without the Six Figure Price"

2026 Jeep Grand Cherokee Summit (photo Chris Chung) (see story on page 2)

SEE 12 SHOWCASE TEST DRIVE REVIEWS ON PAGES 14 & 15
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New Car Dealers
Support Their
Communities

Bill McCallum
publisher

I have spent the last 45 years
supporting new car manufactures
(OEM’s), and new car dealers
across the U.S., Canada, and
Worldwide.

Sometimes we tend to forget
that the OEM’s customer is the
DEALER and the dealer’s cus-
tomer is YOU. While you may
have had an issue with a new car
dealer in the past they are one of
the largest employers across the
U.S. and they support your local
economy with taxes for schools,
and philanthropic projects in
your community.

As technology invades the auto
industry both OEM’s and new car
dealers are changing !

A FEW EXAMPLES ARE:

1-Is technology impeding the
“fun of driving” ?

2-1s technology causing an
increase in driver distraction ?

3-Are technology add-ons
making vehicles less affordable ?

4-Is technology making the
buying process easier ?

5- Withmore vehicles purchased
by women., are more women
entering the auto industry. ?

6- Are dealer service depart-
ments doinga good job of servicing
customers ?

7- Are dealers adopting the “One
person selling strategy ? i.e. ONE
dealer sales person guides you
through the buying process.

AND FINALLY ... s direct sell-
ing a good idea for the OEM, New
Car Dealer, the CUSTOMER, and
your local community ?

Time will tell and stay tuned
as the Auto News Pod Cast is
coming soon !!

2026 Jeep Grand

Summer 2026

Cherokee Summit Luxury and Utility Mercedes-Benz
Review: LuxuryWithout in the Lexus LX700

the Six Figure Price

Chris Chung
Digital editor

The 2026 Jeep Grand Chero-
kee Summit occupies a very
interesting space in today’s SUV
market. On one hand, it still car-
ries Jeep’s rugged DNA with real
four-wheel-drive capability and
off-road hardware. On the other,
it delivers a luxury experience
that genuinely feels comparable
to vehicles costing far more.

After spending time behind the
wheel, one thought kept coming
back to me: this thing feels
remarkably close to a Range
Rover — without the six-figure
price tag.

Ataround $66,000 as tested, the
Summit trim packs an impressive
amount of premium equipment.
Step inside and you’re greeted
by a beautifully finished cabin
trimmed in Palermo leather with
massaging front seats, heated and
ventilated seating in both rows,
ambient lighting, and one of the
quietest interiors in the segment.
Road noise is almost nonexistent,
giving the SUV a calm, isolated
feeling that makes long drives
incredibly relaxing.

The tech package is equally
impressive. A massive 12.3-inch
Uconnect 5 infotainment display
sits front and center, paired with a
passenger-side interactive screen
and a 19-speaker Mclntosh audio
system with a 950-watt ampli-
fier. It feels modern, upscale, and
thoughtfully laid out.

One surprise was the engine.
Under the hood is Jeep’s turbo-

continued on page 21
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Overtrail 4WD

)

Sally Hanson
editor

The evolution of Sport Utility
Vehicles (SUVs) has come a long
way since my recollection of out-
door adventures in my 1967 Land
Rover 88 Series IIA. Who would
have figured a luxury SUV built to
adeptly handle off-road conditions
like rocky paths, dirtroads and deep
snow could come all dressed up
in a package Lexus has created in
their LX700h Overtrail 4WD with
a twin turbo V6 hybrid engine?

Powered by a nickel-metal
hydride battery, the LX700h
offers a highly capable 3.4-liter
engine paired with a 10-speed
direct shift automatic transmis-
sion. The hybrid system produces
457 horsepower and an EPA esti-
mated combined fuel economy
rating of 20 mpg. Towing capacity
is 8,000 pounds.

When the vehicle arrived for
my test drive, I immediately
noticed the amazingly large 33
inch tires with tread extend-
ing almost halfway down the
sidewalls. These tires are often
referred to as “sidebiters” and
are designed for extra traction
in mud, sand and rocky off-road
conditions while also strengthen-
ing the sidewall against punctures.
I thought “surely no one would
drive a Lexus off-road needing
that kind of traction.” Mounted
on 18 inch alloy wheels, these
tires certainly gave the Overtrail
model an aggressive, rugged look
that cried out to go hill climbing
off road.

continued on page 12

CLA250 EV
"test drive review

9

Dave Kunz
LA feature writer

"

Mercedes-Benz made some big
headlines recently, introducing a
flashy new flagship EV, the AMG
GT 4-Door Coupe. But I was
recently quite smitten with the
other end of their electric lineup,
the new CLA 250+ Electric.

You may know the name CLA
as Mercedes’ entry-level sedan
over the years, but now it’s
gotten the brand’s EQ treatment,
the moniker all their EVs wear.
Two things that immediately
impressed: First, an EPA esti-
mated battery range of 374 miles.
Secondly, a starting price of just
under $50,000. If you’ve shopped
for an electric vehicle recently,
you know that those things are
pretty much never found in the
same model.

The new CLA is sleek, in that
4-door coupe shape. Compact in
footprint, but rather cavernous
inside. I found it to be a very airy
place to spend time, with the stan-
dard panoramic glass roof help-
ing in that regard. If you like large
infotainment screens, the optional
MBUX Superscreen spans the
entire width of the dashboard and
is rather stunning and crisp. The
front passenger has a separate
screen (not visible to the driver)
where streaming services like
Disney+ can provide road trip
entertainment.

Speaking of road trips, Mer-
cedes-Benz has built this new
EV around a new 800-volt bat-
tery system. With the right DC

continued on page 16

Polestar 4 EV
No rear window
No problem

Keith Turner
SF feature writer

The 2026 Polestar 4 Dual Motor
doesn’t just look different — it
feels like a deliberate attempt to
rethink what a premium electric
SUV can be.

Somewhere between a sleek
coupe, aScandinavianloungeanda
stealth fighter, the Polestar 4 lands
in that increasingly crowded EV
luxury space occupied by the Tesla
Model Y, Porsche Macan EV and
Audi Q6 e-tron. But unlike many
newcomers, the Polestar has an
actual personality.

The Dual Motor Pilot version
tested delivers 544 horsepower
and 506 Ib-ft of torque through an
all-wheel-drive setup, enough to
launch this surprisingly large EV
to 60 mph in roughly 3.5 seconds.
That is serious performance, but
what’s impressive is how com-
posed the car feels doing it. The
acceleration is immediate and
violent in classic EV fashion, yet
the chassis never feels chaotic or
overly digital.

This is a heavy vehicle — more
than 5,000 pounds —but Polestar’s
suspension tuning keeps it con-
trolled and refined. The available
continuously controlled dampers
help smooth out rough pavement
without turning the car into a floaty
luxury barge. It feels European in
the best possible way: planted,
precise and quietly confident.

Visually, the Polestar 4 may be
one of the cleanest-looking EVs
on sale today. Flush glass, hidden
handles and minimal body surfac-

continued on page 9
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Owning and
operating an EV in
Northern Michigan

Jim Trainor
feature writer

It’s been more than one year
since I reported on my experience
living with an electric vehicle in
northern Michigan. Many won-
dered if it made sense at all, much
less if it was a wise decision. The
hue and cry for an update has
been overwhelming, which I am
happy to provide.

I’ve now been through two
winters in Traverse City with my
Kia EV and the experience has
been overwhelmingly positive.
Big time. I can report only minor
issues.

One not so minor issue
involved a deer, a fairly large
one, that decided to jump in front
of my EV6 GT Line while I was
traveling at about 55 one Febru-
ary evening. While there were no
injuries to me or my passengers,
the car (and the deer) didn’t fare
so well. Both were deemed a total
loss.

Iloved the EV6 GT Line AWD,
with its more than 330 range and
320 hp. I hated to see it go and
I needed to replace it right away.
Even though empty nesters, my
wife and I often are out sepa-

continued on page 5
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Shelby F-250,
2026 Super Baja
Announced

Harold Allen
Texas feature writer

A New Line of Redesigned
High Performance Shelby Trucks

The redesigned Shelby F-250
Baja Truck will feature a new
design, advanced performance,
new suspension, and available
custom styling. The vehicle will
be built at Shelby Performances
new state-of-the-art facility in
Bristol, Indiana.

Shelby’s team developed their
version of the four-wheel drive
vehicle with high quality suppli-
ers in the industry. This version
will have a Ford 6.7-liter turbo
diesel with advanced technology
and superior handling with best-
in-class towing.

With the new King Shocks sus-
pension system that increases the
ride height, more travel and trans-
forms how the truck will perform
on and off the road. The Shelby
F-250 Super Baja has two-tone
20-inch alloy wheels and BFG
37-inch tires. Also, a new func-
tional air induction hood with
painted extraction vents.

OE style fender flares with
marker lights, powder coated
bumpers and LED lighting
enhance the truck styling. The
F-250 Shelby Super Baja has
full leather seat covers, digital
gauges, embroidered floor mats,

continued on page 10
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2026 Light-Duty Slate Auto-Start with Slot Car racing in

Pickup Trucks
for Supply Pro

Howard Elmer
truck writer

For 2026 we are seeing a pro-
found shift in the electric vehicle
market. Governments that sup-
ported EVs, with legislation and
generous rebates are changing their
tune. The full speed ahead rush to
complete electrification is paused—
and in some cases backing up. We
are seeing official support for tradi-
tional ICE trucks again and rebates
forall-electrics are suspended. Still
electric is now integrated into the
market in the form of hybrids. This
mix of gas and electric is doing
well—while all-electric is not. This
market shift is best exemplified
by the product direction Ram has
adopted this year.

Ram — till last year- was pro-
moting the coming of the REV,
an all-electric pickup while at the
same timekilling its gas 5.7L Hemi
engine. This was their future. Not
anymore, the REV is permanently
cancelled and the 5.7L gas Hemi
V8isback. This has been followed
by a host of other “Back to the
Future” model changes from all
the manufacturers. Electrics are
still out there, but for now they
are taking a backseat.

Despite this seismic shift in the
pickup market —there is not much
on offer for 2026. Tariffs, politics

continued on page 6

Jordan Williams
millennial writer

Withtaglinessuchas“Designed
for Real Life”, “It’s a Blank
Slate, You Call the Shots”, and
“Great cars got too pricey. We
fixed that”, start-up Slate the
Shots”, and “Great cars got too
pricey. We fixed that”, start-up
Slate auto company launched its
entrance into the United States
auto market, with its EV basic
truck model and is currently
taking orders.

Slate’s target audience is the
price conscious, tech savvy
younger generation, i.e. the Mil-
lennial and Generation Z market,
whose own phones would in most
cases replace what has become
a typical interior auto screen
feature.

The central idea of Slate auto is
to start with an affordable “blank
slate truck”, at a mid-twenties
price tag, and then add -on any
features one desires. A buyer can
even convert the truck to an SUV
with an add on option.

Currently, to begin, the company
requires $50 to place an order
hold. Then, each buyer selects
which battery they want and any
other pre installed accessories
“like wraps or an SUV Kit”. The
standard battery carriesa 150 mile

continued on page 8

a Blank Slate...Add Europe compared
What you Want!

to the USA

motorsports writer

In 1957 the Slot Car Racing Indus-
try ignited when Fred Francis, owner
of a miniature Model Car Company,
electrified his tin plate model cars.
His company was called Scalex, as
while good models they were not to
a specific scale.

This new line was then renamed
Scalextric the “tric” because they
were now motorized, with a small
electric motor, and could be driven
on a model race car track.

Sales took off as almost every lit-
tle boy wanted to be a race car driver,
and Model Car racing was born.

The by produce of that was a
love and passion for Cars that was
instilled in generations of children.
They became enamored with racing
and cars in general, and the real car
Industry supported that with themed
race sets for their brands.

Across the pond in the USA the
first experiences most had with Scale
Model Car Racing, or Slot Car Rac-
ing as it is known here, was Scalex-
tric. But the cost of an imported toy
from Europe and the construction
methods was not well received.

Scalextric cars were still tin plate,
and their track made of rubber so ex-
pensive to ship to America.

Several toy companies here in
the USA sent sample to Hong Kong

continued on page 6
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Larry See's
Slow Growth
for EVs

Larry Weitzman
EV specialist

About three weeks ago at the
direction of President Donald
Trump, Lee Zeldin, the EPA
Administrator abolished the
fictitious MPGe posted on EVs.
These numbers, created by some
convoluted formula, were suppose
to show the efficiency of EVs
in miles per gallon. The MPG
numbers that were posted on EVs
were outlandish, exaggerated by
a factor of 3, 4 or even 5. In the
case of electric pickups, the lie
was even greater.

Let me give you some exam-
ples: An Audi Q4 45 e-tron EV
MPGe number was 115 mpg
(combined). A Ford Mustang
Mach-E EV MPGe number was
107 mpg (comb.) A TeslaModel 3
(2WD)EV MPGenumberwas 137
mpg. In other words the EPA was
telling you that an EV Mustang
Mach-E would achieve 107 miles
on a single gallon of gas. Why
even at $5 a gallon gasoline I’ll
be driving this Mach-E for about
five cents a mile. That’s a hor-

continued on page 5
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Land Rover
Defender 110
X-Dynamic SE

Arv Voss
feature writer

1947 marked the vision of Land
Rover when chief Designer Mau-
rice Wilks sketched a silhouette
in the sand of a Welsh beach - a
vehicle influenced heavily by the
Willys Jeep. Initially intended for
farm and industrial use, it was des-
tined to become an accomplished
and revered off-road transporter
that would serve equally for leisure
and rugged adventures.

From that beginning, there
have been a dozen series or
variations, in many forms with
the first generation Land Rover
Defender bowing in 1990. Range
Rover models became part of the
company’s offerings in 1970 and
the second generation Defender
appeared in 2020.

There are now 13 different
Defender models represent-
ing various levels of trim and
equipment ranging in price from
$58,750 to $169,650. The least
expensive is the S model and the
priciest is the Octa Editionl. My
test Defender was a four door
model seating five and came with
abase price of $73,725 and a final
sticker of $96,625. It‘s a blend
of functional utility and creature
comfort, loaded with a host of off-
road enhancing features such as
Terrain Response2 with Dynamic

continued on page 6
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Pre-Owned Reality Check:
When Scarcity Meets
Surplus on the Same Lot

Tony Rehn
feature writer

by Tony Rehn Sr., President,
TLR Automotive | COO,
Bidacar.com

The automotive market is set-
ting up for a shift that will impact
both everyday drivers and the
dealers who serve them. It’s not a
subtle change—it’s a fundamen-
tal supply imbalance that’s been
building for years.

To understand where we’re
going, you have to look back at
what didn’t happen.

During the COVID-era dis-
ruption, new vehicle production
slowed dramatically. As supply
chains broke down, manufactur-
ers simply didn’t build enough
vehicles—especially internal
combustion engine (ICE) models.
At the same time, demand didn’t
disappear.  Consumers  still
needed transportation, so they
turned to the used market in
record numbers.

That surge masked a deeper
issue: for roughly two to three
years, far fewer vehicles were
sold new. And if they weren’t
sold new, they don’t exist today
as late-model pre-owned inven-
tory.

That’s the root of today’s tight-
ening supply of used gas-pow-
ered vehicles.

continued on page 14
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“How The No Tax on
Car Loan Interest Volkswagen
Policy Could Impact ID. Buzz
Borrowers In 2026” “test drive”

Julia King
writer

The Treasury Department an-
nounced they planned to enforce
The No Tax on Car Loan Inter-
est policy in January, as part of
President Donald Trump’s One
Big Beautiful Bill Act (OBBBA)
passed in July. The policy aims
to help taxpayers deduct up to
$10,000 a year in car loan interest
on new cars assembled in the U.S.
and purchased between 2025 and
2028. Amidst widespread con-
cerns over affordability and the
upcoming tax deadline, the initia-
tive’s gradual rollout is pertinent
to American car loan borrowers.

To claim the tax deduction
ahead of the April 15 deadline,
individuals can file through
a new form with the IRS: the
Schedule 1-A, a new attachment
to the Form 1040. Taxpayers are
required to provide the Vehicle
Identification Number (VIN) to
help verify they’re eligible.

While the policy has garnered
attention for its potential to reduce
costs associated with purchas-
ing a new vehicle, there are key
qualifications borrowers must
keep in mind. The car in ques-
tion must be new, and the final
place of assembly must be in the
U.S. This potentially excludes
common models from foreign

continued on page 9

Scot McCallum
feature writer

The 2025 Volkswagen ID. Buzz
Ist Edition electric van is a return
to the classic vans we remember
from Volkswagen. And yet it is
replete with new technology and
features we all want today. The
ID. Buzz has exceptional visibil-
ity and spaciousness within its
spartan and comfortable interior
design. While driving it around
town for errands, I received many
“wow” and “that’s cool” com-
ments due to its sleek exterior
design and orange/candy white
color. This vehicle is aptly named
by Volkswagen as you will expe-
rience a consistent parking lot
buzz from other drivers.

The ID. Buzz has at least 12
safety and driver assist features
we all expect in a new electric
vehicle. The back row of seats
folds flat or it can be removed,
and there are multiple mobile
device charging points through-
out. The dashboard system is
intuitive and includes a Harman
Kardon premium audio system
with 13 speakers and subwoofer.
The ID. Buzz drives smoothly
and quietly and corners well for a
van. It is rated at 83 MPGe and a
driving range of 234 miles. Drop
by your local Volkswagen dealer
today for a test drive!

LIMITEFJ TIME EVENT!

1,000

TRADE-IN ASSISTANCE BONUS

We'll write you a check the same day -
even if you don't buy a vehicle from us.
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Trade-in assistance is in addition to your
vehicle's current market value.
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LindseyJeschJoins ""Team Auto News"

Lindsey Jesch is the co-creator
and host of That Car Show, a
weekly cartalk podcast explor-
ing car culture, the automotive
industry, and the hosts’ automotive
adventures. A lifelong car enthu-
siast, she’s also a writer, editor,
and communications consultant
who has collaborated with brands
including Hagerty, GuntherWerks,
and leading automotive technology
companies. She has been active in
high-performance driving since
2007, with home tracks at Pacific
Raceways and Willow Springs
International Raceway, and is
deeply engaged in the automotive
media and enthusiast communities
in Southern California and the
Pacific Northwest.

Lindsey Jesch
feature writer

THAT

CAR

SHOW

Larry Sees Slow Growthfor EVs...!

continued from page 4

rendous, intentional lie committed
by the Feds that President Donald
Trump and Lee Zeldin has just
abolished. Just think how many
people bought EV’s thinking they
were going to drive for a nickel
a mile. Sounds like 1960 again
when gas was 35 cents a gallon.
But also remember the dollar was
worth about 10 times as much,
new cars were about $3,000 and
a 1,500 sq. ft. house in California
cost about $15,000-$20,000.

About eight years ago I wrote
Motor Trend to tell them that these
MPGe numbers were fictitious, as
much as made up. In that letter |
wrote there is only one actual way
to compare energy operating costs
of EVsto gasoline/diesel vehicles
and that is energy per mile cost.
It’s all pretty simple. The aver-
age EV gets a return of about
3-3.5 miles per kilo Watt hour of
energy consumed. Pickup trucks
are about 2 miles’/kWh. I am not
going to discuss battery range and
refueling times for EVs. Those are
separate issues of EVs.

While electricity costs vary
across the United States gasoline
is much more uniform excepting
California, which also has some

of the highest electrical rates in
the country (it’s the 49th high-
est, Hawaii is 50th). But in many
jurisdictions rates are tiered. In
California, in El Dorado County,
where PG&E is the vendor, they
are tiered as to the time of day
and usage per month. There are
even special plans for EV charg-
ing with rates based on summer
and winter seasons as well as time
of day. One plan during summer
if you charge between 2 pm and
9 pm, the rate is 62 cents/kWh.
But overall, it costs on average
30-35 cents a kWh for electricity
(energy) to charge your EV. On
the road, if you charge at public
charging, energy could cost you
50-80 cents a kWh. But here’s
the rub, that cost is for a Level
2 charger, which adds about 20
miles of range per hour. Level 3
chargers which can charge your
battery in an hour are much more
expensive.

Atanaverage kWh of 35 cents/
kWh, EVscost 10-12 cents amile
for energy. Before the “Iranian
turkey shoot” gasoline averaged
less than $3.00/gallon. Most cars
sold today and for the last sev-
eral years averaged 30-35 mpg,
continued on page 8

Auto Nation Invests
in South Florida
Through Community
Leadership and Civic
Engagement

"I.;‘u!'i

From affordable housing with
Habitat for Humanity to the grand
reopening of Huizenga Park, Au-
toNation supports initiatives that
strengthen the region it calls home

AutoNation, Inc. (NYSE:

AN), one of the largest automo-
tive retailers in the United States
and a long-time South Florida
continued on page 10

.-..i-

h‘;_t;‘_‘ ""

AutoNation Chlef Execut|ve Officer Mike Manley joined Habitat
for Humanity of Broward’s CEO Build, working alongside fellow
executives to support affordable workforce housing for local
families. (Courtesy of AutoNation)
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Jim Trainor Reports on
Owning & Driving a Kia
EV in Northern Michigan

continued from page 3

rately and need two vehicles and
we make regular trips to Detroit,
a 720-mile round trip. Having an
EV for local and moderate-dis-
tance trips, and a hybrid SUV for
long trips, makes perfect sense
for us, especially with an in-
garage charger. It’s just so darn
convenient and inexpensive that
I can’t imagine having vehicles
with gas engines, Just think, no
more Visits to gas stations in the
middle of winter nor in spring
and summer rainstorms.

To replace the EV6, we
decided on a brand-new Kia
EV9. While not as sporty nor
fast as the EV6, it’s a very cool-
looking vehicle and has a range
of more than 350 miles. It looks
different than most cars on the
road but not in a way that makes
the driver look silly. (I’'m looking
at you, Cybertruck owners.) And,
the price was super attractive --
$489 per month for a two year
lease — with no money down.
Heck, a Mustang Mach E will
run you at least $500 per month

with a $3,000 down payment and
it’s a lot smaller and not nearly
the vehicle the EVO is.

So, speaking of the cost of
operation, the EV is brilliant. I
barely notice the cost of the elec-
tricity on my monthly electric
bill — about $14 — 17 for a full
charge. I receive a $10 rebate
every month for charging only
between the hours of 11 p.m. — 6
a.m., easily achieved by setting
these charging hours in the car.
That is on top of the $500 one-
time credit I receive from my
local utility company for having
installed a charger in my garage.
One real-life example of on-road
savings is this: twice a week I
make a 52-mile, round-trip visit
to my physical therapist as I
rehab a new knee. In my hybrid
SUYV, this would mean two gal-
lons of gas, or about $10 per trip.
That’s $20 per week and $80 a
month. With the EV9, the cost is
only about $4 per month. That’s
real savings in a blast-to drive
vehicle.
continued on page 7

“HOAX” —

affordability.

AUTO NEWS®
BYTES

Words Matter

“hoax”

"afford"
“affordability”

“An act intended to trick or
dupe.” also --- “Something accepted or
established by fraud.”

Comments: Over past decades the word
hoax was used most often to describe
UFO’s. While some people agreed with
the UFO sightings. There was no proof or
agreement on their existence i.e. a HOAX

“AFFORD” — vb. “To manage to bear or
bear the cost of without serious harm or loss.”
(NOTE) My 1997 edition of The Merriam-
Webster Dictionary does not include the word

“AFFORDABILITY”

Publishers note: In the next issue of Global
Auto News (Summer 2026 - June/July) -

I will define AFFORDABILITY as it relates
to purchasing a new or preowned vehicle.

WORDS MATTER AND
THEY ARE THE KEY TO
INTELLIGENCE

by BILL McCALLUM, Publisher
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Land Rover Defender 110

"test drive"
report

continued from page 4

Program, Configurable Terrain
Response, Rear Electronic Active
Differential, All Terrain Progress
Control, Hill Descent Control, Air
Suspension, Adaptive Dynamics
and 20” wheels.

Over the Defender line, there
are 4 available powertrains and
three body styles to challenge
truck-like competitors while

delivering an incredible range of
luxurious features comparable
to loaded Range Rover models.
The 2-door Defender 90 leans to
a more retro purist design, while
the 130’°s extended wheelbase and
third row seating is clearly more
suited to carrying people and gear.

My Defender’s power was
delivered by a 5.0 liter V-8 gas
engine that cranked out493 horse-
powerand 450 pound feet of torque
through an 8 speed automatic
transmission to all four wheels
continued on page 7

Land Rover Defender 110 (photo by Arv Voss)

Soul, electrified.
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Howard Elmer Reports on Light-Duty Trucks

for Supply Pro
continued from page 3

and production issues have cre-
ated a pause for many previously
announced new models. In fact,
most auto news is now concerned
with2027. Don’texpect much new
in this calendar year.
RAM

Ram 1500 features a refreshed
design and the return of the HEMI
V8 engine, alongside a trio of
engine options including the Pen-
tastar V6 and the Hurricane inline-
six. The 2026 Ram 1500 trucks
equipped with the 5.7-liter Hemi
V-8 eTorque engine are being built
atthe Sterling Heights (Michigan)
Assembly Plant and are available
now. When the return of the Hemi
was first announced Ram also
addedanew 10year/100,000-mile
powertrain warranty to the deal.
FORD

For 2026 Ford is adding trim
packages to its Maverick — like
the Lobo. Inspired by the lowered
truck era that lasted from the mid-
1980s to the early 2000s. The
Maverick Lobo is a new canvas
for modern street truck builds. It
joins the lineup that includes the
off-road capable Maverick Tremor
and the efficient Maverick Hybrid.
The F-1501is also getting the Lobo
treatment.

HONDA

PORSCHE

Ford Truck (photo Howard Elmer)

This year marks the 20th anni-
versary of the first-generation
Ridgeline launch. New for 2026
is the Ridgeline TrailSport which
also gets an exclusive Ash Green
Metallic paint. Ridgeline is avail-
able in three all-wheel drive trim
levels, starting with the well-
equipped Ridgeline Sport. Honda
says, “Throughout its history,
Ridgeline has offered features
pickup buyers look for, including
payload and towing capacity with-
out compromising the superior
ride quality its unique unibody
construction offers, setting the
standard for overall comfort and
capability.’

ELECTRIC PICKUP NEWS

continued on page 17

Auto News Foundation
Introduces TAP
Tuition Assistance

Program

by Bill McCallum, Publisher/
Founder

For TWO years we have been
developing our TAP (Tuition
Assistance Program) for students
attending Automotive Tech
Schools. Our goal was three fold.

1- To develop a workable pro-
gram delivering more potential
employee’s for auto dealers and
OEM’s across the U.S.

2- Using Global Auto News to
highlight each students path to
graduation over a two year period.

3- Passing on 70 % of the funds
raised by the Auto News Founda-
tiona 501 (3) (c)NON-PROFIT for
TAPscholarships starting in 2026.
RESULTS TO DATE: 10 TAP
scholarshipsto students attending:

* Shoreline Community College
- Seattle, WA

* Yakima Valley College -
Yakima, WA (see page 18)

* Monterey Peninsula College,
Monterey, CA

* University of Washington
(Business School) Seattle, WA

Slot Car Racing
Europe vs. U. S.

continued from page 3

to be analyzed. They produced a
cheaper version with plastic track
and cars and Slot Car Racing started
to boom in the USA.

So much so that car Manufactur-
ers commissioned Slot Car Sets to
be given out to new buyers of cars
so their children could play at car
racing. This endorsed branding too
where children as they grew became
owners of real cars from the brands
they played with in their childhood.

Americas fascination with Slot
Car Racing saw an explosion in sales
and from that a new Industry grew,
and that was Commercial Slot Car
Tracks. Across America somewhere
between 3000 to 10,000 raceways
appeared and the Slot Car crazed
took off.

With this and the need for speed
the industry of hopped-up cars grew
rapidly with new motors, gear, tires
and bodies arriving every Month or
so. The speeds at these Commercial
Raceways were more than a plastic
car could withstand, so the bodies
changed to less detail butyrate bod-
ies and finally Lexan.

The cars got faster, and lower and
less scale appearing, the branding was
gone, no longer were they Fords and
Ferrari cars, these were Asp, Manta
Ray etc. and the scale cars were gone.
Personally, I believe this was part of
the end in America of the boom of
Model Car (Slot) Car Racing.

It took a while but eventually the

continued on page 19
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A Flying Car Was
Introduced at the
Northwest Electric Expo

Heather Chirtea
Flying Cars

Flying Cars Hit the Skies: The
Soar Tour Brings the Future to Life

The future of transportation
has arrived — not in the pages
of science fiction, but in the skies
over America. A small group of
pioneers is piloting the nation’s
first coast-to-coast flying car tour,
giving the public a rare chance to
witness history in motion.

At the heart of the tour is the
BlackFly, an all-electric, vertical
takeoff and landing (eVTOL)
aircraft designed for everyday
people. Unlike traditional planes,
the BlackFly doesn’t require a
pilot’s license to fly. If you can
driveacarand handleavideo game
joystick, you have the basic skills
necessary to tackle the 2-week
training program and learn to fly.

John and Heather Chirtea, are a
father/daughter flying duo, and one
of the first five civilian owners of
the BlackFly in the United States.
Their story adds a deeply personal
note to this technological leap.

“My dad dragged me to the
Oshkosh Air Show year after year
to watch the flying car in devel-
opment,” Heather recalled with
a laugh. “It wasn’t even flying
yet. But we kept coming back.
We made hats, cheered from the
sidelines, and became obsessed
with the flying car. When the day
came thatthey started selling them,
we were first in line.”

That persistence turned them

into the nation’s first father-
daughter flying car team. John,
now the oldest flying car pilot
in the country, and Heather, the
first female consumer to fly one,
embody the passing of the torch
between dreamers and doers.

The BlackFly itself is decep-
tively simple: just 18 moving parts,
a vertical liftoff that takes about
ten seconds, and a glide into for-
ward flight that resembles a small
biplane in motion. Flights last
about 20 minutes on a charge, and
recharging takes only 40 minutes.
With no airports required, pilots
cantake off from driveways, fields,
Or open spaces.

“Really, the computer does the
flying,” explained tour pilot Tim
Lum, a former Air Force para
rescue man and smoke jumper.
“You tell it where to go with the
joystick, and the computer won’tlet
me push outside safe limits. It feels
like freedom, without the danger.”

For Lum, who has spent his
life in high-risk environments,
the BlackFly is something dif-
ferent: thrilling but accessible.
“I’ve jumped out of planes, fought
wildfires, taken risks most people
wouldn’t dream of. But this? This
feels like anew chapter. It’s exhila-
rating, and the margin of safety is
somewhere between motorcycle
and automobile.”

The Soar Tour is crisscrossing
the nation, giving thousands their
first up-close encounter with a
flying car. Attendees can sit in
the cockpit, grip the joystick, and
imagine themselves lifting off.

For Heather, it’s about more
than technology. “This is about
wonder,” she said. “It’s about
giving people that spark—that
feeling of, wow, the future really
is here. For us, it’s the Jetsons
come to life.”

Heather Chirteais the Nation's First Female Consumer

Flying Car Pilot.

For more information visit: www.thesoartour.com

Land Rover
Defender
"test drive'"

continued from page 6

with a twin speed transfer box.
It’s offroad credentials are stel-
lar and claimed by the company
to rank as the best Defender yet.
The design is elegant and modern
and visually extremely appealing.
Connectivity, infotainment and
comfort features abound and seem
almost limitless. Apple CarPlay
and Android Auto are standard fare
along with an in-dash navigation

system, a six-speaker stereo and
an onboard WI-FI hotspot.

Driver-Assistance and Safety
features include several special-
ized systems geared for off-
roading and towing. Automated
emergency braking with pedes-
trian detection and Lane Departure
Warning with lane keeping assist
are standard and adaptive cruise
control is available.

Bottom line, this mid-line
Defender is a classy, capable and
desirable machine for attending
the opera or for attacking back-
woods trails with confidence. It’s
come a long way from lines in
the sand.

14
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Jim Trainor, Former OEM Com-
munication Director, Reports
on Buying a Kia EV6 and Driving
itin Northern Michigan......!

continued from page S

On the minus side, I did have
a problem finding a charger one
time on a 225-mile trip. I used
more electricity than anticipated
on the trip, traveling at 85 mph on
the highway much of the way, and
had to find a charging station on
the way home. It shouldn’t have
been a problem, even in Michi-
gan, as the EV9 has the NACS
charging plug — the same style
Tesla’s use. However, not all
Tesla super chargers have con-

verted over to allow non-Tesla ve-
hicles to charge and I had to hunt
around to find a working charger.
This will change as more Telsa
chargers convert over, but it was
a hassle for me. Once, after a 30-
inch snowstorm, I got stuck going
up my hilly driveway, even in the
EV9’s snow mode. But a snowfall
that big is rare, even in northern
Michigan, so not a major concern.
Heck, even the guy who plows
our development got stuck in his

F-250. Typically, the EV9, and the
EV6 before it, operates very well
in snow, thanks to snow mode and
a heavy vehicle with its weight
mostly centered on the vehicle.

In conclusion, an EV is an
excellent choice for families like
mine where a second vehicle is
available for long trips. Even in
northern Michigan. And, my road
bike and mountain bike fit easily
in the cargo space. I can’t imag-
ine living without one.

The Rugged 2026 Ram 1500

Warlock Crew Cab 4x4 Was
Top Truck Pick at '""Mudfest"

Aftertwo days of pavement, dirt,
mud, acceleration testing, and off-
road trails in the Pacific Northwest,
the results from NWAPA Mudfest
2026 are officially in — and this
year’s competition may have been
the strongest yet.

Taking home the top honor of
NW OutdoorActivity Vehicle ofthe
Year was the all-new 2026 Subaru
Trailseeker Limited. Subaru’s
newest EV also captured wins for
Best Two-Row Family SUV and
Best Electrified Activity Vehicle,
impressing journalists with its
blend of strong acceleration, quiet

comfort, and genuine off-road
capability.

Other category winners included
the luxurious and shockingly fast
2026 Lucid Gravity Grand Touring,
which earned Luxury SUV honors,
while the V8-powered 2026 Jeep
Wrangler Moab 392 dominated
the off-road course to win Extreme
Capability Vehicle.

The rugged 2026 Ram 1500
Warlock Crew Cab 4x4 earned
top Pickup Truck honors thanks to
its off-road capability and classic
HEMI rumble. Kia’s refined and
adventure-ready 2026 Telluride

X-Pro SX-Prestige AWD won
Three-Row Family SUV, while
the efficient and capable 2026
Toyota RAV4 Hybrid Woodland
took home Best Value NW Outdoor
Activity Vehicle.

After driving all 19 wvehicles
ourselves at Mudfest, one thing
became clear: the future of
adventure vehicles is evolving
rapidly — and electrified SUVs
are becoming serious contenders
both on-road and off. But at the
same time there is a market that
years for traditional V8- powered
performance and capability.

20 Northwest Automotive Journalists Attend Annual 3 Day "Mudfest" Event to Test Drive
Manufacturers Vehicles (photo Auto News)

Land Rover
Certified
Technicians

12700 Bel-Red Road | Bellevue, WA 98005 | 425-688-0080

We know your (&

BIGGS ROVERS

Your Land Rover Dealer Alternative!
* Autologec Computer Diagmostics

* Factory Scheduled Maintenance
§ Service
# Pre-Purchazed Vehicle lspections
* Prevenatative Maintenance
* Air Conditioning & Heating
» Coaling & Blectrical Systems
* Drivability, Emissions & Power Train

# Brakes, Orive Train &
Transmission (chutches eic.)

# Accessary Installation

» Extended Warranties

* Complimentary Shuttle Service

: Meation this ad and receive :
' $20 OFF '
' Lube, Oi, Filter Change !
:. \DnE pex Customes | ,:
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call or visit our website biggsrovers.com to make an appointment
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Sam Pack, Texas Ford Dealer, To Be Honored as ""Dealer of the Decade (scepage12)

Dr. Sam Pack is a native Texan,
visionary dealer, and community-
minded leader whose five-decade
career in the automotive industry
has helped shape North Texas
business and civic life. His jour-
ney beganin 1956 at Tarleton State
University, where his early ties to
the region and a genuine passion
for people laid the groundwork
for a lifetime of entrepreneurial
achievement and service. In 1962,
he entered the automotive indus-
try with Ford Credit in Albuquer-
que, New Mexico, gaining deep
experience in automotive finance
and learning the value of long-
term relationships that would
guide his future as a dealer.[1]

In February 1980, Dr. Pack
took a bold leap of faith by pur-
chasing Lee Jarmon Ford in Car-
rollton, Texas, laying the founda-
tion for what would become the
Sam Pack Automotive Group.
Over the next 45 years, that single
dealership grew into one of North

Texas’ most respected automotive
organizations, today comprised
of six Five Star dealerships in the
DFW market and co-ownership
of six additional dealerships in
Tulsa, Oklahoma. Through indus-
try cycles, economic change, and
technological transformation, he
remained steadfast in a simple
philosophy: do what is right, care
for people, and deliver an excep-
tional five-star experience.[1]
Under his leadership, the group
has become known not only for
sales performance but for a cul-
ture where employees are treated
like family, customers are wel-
comed with sincerity, and com-
munities see the organization as
a trusted partner. The company’s
Five-Star Core Values—Integrity,
Caring, Self-Discipline, Con-
tinuous Improvement, and Fun—
guide every aspect of operations,
from employee development to
customer care. Long-standing
partnerships with Brookhaven

FIVE STAR

Dr Sam Pack pictured at Five Star Ford in Carollton, Texas

(photo Harold Allen)
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and Dallas Community Colleges,
along with other local schools and
universities, bring college courses
and continuing education directly
into the dealerships, reinforcing
his belief in lifelong learning and
professional growth.[1]

Dr. Pack’s commitment to
community is equally defining.
Through the Sam Pack Cares
charitable organization, Pack
Auto Group, the Pack family, and
their employees support hundreds
of local nonprofit organizations
each year. This spirit of giving
helped the group earn a Global
Marketing Award from Ad Age
and Automotive News in 2025
for its Little Wishes community
program, in addition to multiple
Better Business Bureau Torch
Awards for Ethics and numer-
ous “Business of the Year” and
dealer-of-the-year honors at the
local, state, and national level.
These accolades reflect his con-
viction that true success is mea-
sured not only in business results
but in the strength and well-being
of the communities served.[1]

His leadership and character
have been widely recognized.
Tarleton State University awarded
him an honorary Doctorate of
Humane Letters in 2023 and, in
2024, named its College of Busi-
ness the Dr. Sam Pack College of
Business. Brookhaven College
honored him with its inaugural
“Pillar of the Community” award,
and Stephenville High School rec-
ognized him as a Distinguished
Alumnus. Ford Motor Company
has presented him with its Salute
to Dealers Award for community
involvement, inducted him into
the Top Volume Dealers Hall of

Fame, and in 2025 selected him
as the first recipient of its Life-
time Achievement Award. Fair-
lane, home of the Clara and Henry
Ford Estate, has also named its
Welcome Center in his honor.[1]

Beyond industry recognition,
Dr. Pack has received the Texas
Automobile Dealers Association
“Legend” Award, TIME Maga-
zine’s National Quality Dealer
of the Year, and numerous local
honors including Citizen of the
Year and Entrepreneur of the Year
from the City of Carrollton, as
well as the United States Congres-
sional Patriot Award. A lifelong
student of the automotive indus-
try and its history, he remains
actively involved in daily busi-
ness and community leadership
and continues to serve on many
industry and civic committees.
Surrounded by his wife, Carol,
and their family—Todd, Tony,
Louisa, Carly, and Macy—Dr.
Pack is most proud of the relation-
ships formed, the careers built,
and the communities strength-
ened through the dealerships that
bear his name. Today, as the orga-
nization moves confidently into
the future with more than 1,000
employees and a strong next gen-
eration of leadership, his legacy
of faith, family, integrity, and ser-
vice continues to inspire.[1]

INSIDE MALAYSIA
AUTO NEWS BYTES

by Bill McCallum

Automechanika Kuala Lumpur 2025 advocates for green and
innovative developments in automotive mobility for Malaysian
and ASEAN markets

Automechanika Kuala Lumpur Kuala Lumpur Convention Centre, Malaysia,

15 -17 May 2025

Malaysian government policies and a shifting market landscape towards Al,
digitalisation, electrification, energy efficiency, and sustainability have resulted in the
country becoming an attractive investment destination, driven by demand for sustainable
products and solutions in the automotive industry. This year, Automechanika Kuala
Lumpur 2025, taking place on 15 to 17 May, features an expanded showcase across
six halls at the Kuala Lumpur Convention Centre. The exhibition will showcase the
evolution of the Malaysian market through new zones, the return of specialised areas
that spotlight new mobility solutions, the vibrant automotive culture at autoFEST@
KL, and green development throughout Southeast Asia, all around the fairground.

Under its Green Investment Strategy (GIS), Malaysia is targeting seven key
areas of investment potential: bioenergy, carbon capture, circular economy, energy
efficiency, green hydrogen, green mobility, and renewable energy. Nearly all of these
areas intersect with the automotive sector, and green mobility, in particular, is gaining
prominence in Malaysia. The drive for sustainable development has prompted leading
automotive brands to enter the Malaysian market, further enhancing its appeal for
auto investors and stakeholders.

Of late, Malaysia has attracted substantial investment and co-operation from global
industry leaders. For instance, the Hyundai Motor Company (HMC) plans to invest USD
479 million in Malaysia over the next five years. As part of this initiative, around 30
percent of the company’s vehicles that are manufactured in Malaysia will be exported
to other countries in Southeast Asia[1], adding to the development of the industry and
Malaysia’s status as an automotive manufacturing hub for the region.

Building on this momentum, domestic leader Proton has also made significant
strides by launching its first electric vehicle. With much of its stake held by Chinese
manufacturer, Zhejiang Geely Holding Group, Malaysian firms such as Proton are
presented with opportunities for growth and innovation as expertise is transferred
through this collaboration.

Ms Fiona Chiew, General Manager of Messe Frankfurt (HK) Ltd, commented:
“Malaysia is gaining significant traction from foreign investments and government
policies aimed at sustainable technologies. Together with Malaysia’s ASEAN
chairmanship for 2025, this positions the country to strengthen its leadership in
the Southeast Asian automotive industry. However, the development spurred by
these changes is rapidly reshaping the market, and local players must prioritise
workforce training, skill development, and modern technologies to adapt effectively.
The innovations at the 2025 edition of Automechanika Kuala Lumpur are vital
for Malaysia and the global automotive industry in meeting the rising demand for
charging technologies, electric parts and solutions, and automotive talent, fuelled by
the energy transition.”

Answering the needs of the industry throughout the fairground

Toaddress the new ideas, technologies, and innovations in the market, the Automotive
Mobility Solutions Zone makes a return in 2025. The area will explore innovative
solutions based on the latest advancements in green mobility as a response to the
heightened focus on new energy efficiency, new materials, advanced technologies,
and more. Exhibitors will cover topics such as Al and autonomous driving, automotive
manufacturing and automation, connectivity, electrification and digitalisation, energy,
logistics, and warehousing and supply chain.

INSIDE CHINA
AUTO NEWS BYTES

by Bill McCallum

"Automechanika Shanghai 2026 scheduled for December 2, 3,
4, & 5,2026"

Automechanika Shanghai 2026 aligns its exhibition and event platform with global
shifts in innovation and sustainability Shanghai, May 2026. The 21st edition of Auto-
mechanika Shanghai will continue to champion the transformation of the automotive
industry. Held at the National Exhibition and Convention Center (Shanghai) from 2 to
5 December 2026, the show will occupy the entire venue, including 390,000 sqm across
16 halls and mezzanine floor to host an anticipated 7,600 exhibitors. In line with the
latest global and domestic automotive trends, the show will comprehensively highlight
three core themes: technological innovation, product evolution, and service enhance-
ment. By integrating the extensive exhibition platform with a highly impactful confer-
ence programme, Automechanika Shanghai 2026 offers comprehensive resources for
the automotive industry and its ever-growing ecosystem.

With approximately 100 conferences, workshops and forums running across the four-
day show, the programme bridges themes across the show floor through a mix of interac-
tive demonstrations and global industry dialogues. These sessions will feature insights from
market leaders, experts, and legislators on the trends shaping the future automotive industry.

Some highlights include the International Automotive Industry Conference — CEO
Summit, a series of technical seminars focusing on autonomous driving, intelligent cockpits,
battery technologies, and semiconductors, as well as the Global Collective, a conference
designed to promote global investment, facilitate international cooperation, and advance
business globalisation.

Automechanika Shanghai also offers a range of matchmaking sessions within the likes
of the Automotive Supply-Demand Matching Series fostering strategic partnerships among
OEMs, parts suppliers, and automotive technology companies. In fact, the fair offers oppor-
tunities to connect year-round in China maintaining consistent momentum across the entire
supply chain.

Technologies and innovations take centre stage The fair will offer participants a preview
of next-generation automotive technologies and innovations shaping the sector. Reflecting
this, nearly half of exhibitors at Automechanika Shanghai will present new energy-related
products and services. The New Energy & Connectivity sector is set to expand by 20 per-
cent to accommodate displays of electric powertrains, autonomous driving, embodied Al,
charging and battery swapping infrastructures, intelligent chassis, and thermal management
systems. Hybrid, fuel cell, and hydrogen solutions to elevate vehicle performance, safety,
and user experiences will also be on display.

Moreover, upgrades across parts and components, electrical and electronic systems,
accessories and customising, diagnostics and repair, body and paint, as well as tyres and
wheels will be prominently showcased. Advanced components, smart tyres, lightweight
wheels, advanced maintenance and inspection for new energy vehicles, infotainment elec-
tronics, and highperformance upgrades reflect significant advancements in automotive tech-
nology for both passenger cars and commercial vehicles.

Responding to the expanding scope of the automotive sector, “Automotive +” launches
as a defining theme for 2026, woven through both the exhibition and fringe events. The
principal centres around how vehicles can collaborate with emerging technologies and more
to create an intelligent mobility infrastructure. With Innovation4Mobility serving as the key
platform for this concept, focus will be placed on how fields such as AL new energy solu-
tions, hardware-software integration, and robotics are coming together, exploring what this
means for the next generation of vehicles.

Larry See's
Slow Growth
for EVs

continued from page S

making their energy cost slightly
lessthanan EV atabout 8-10 cents
a mile. The cost of gasoline will
be back to below $3.00/gallon in
a few weeks. This entire exercise
is to demonstrate that EVs are not
the equivalent of a 100 mpg car
when it comes to fuel economy.
The energy cost per mile ofan EV
is at best comparable to a conven-
tional vehicle. However the most
economical car to drive is a non
plug in hybrid which can achieve
50 mpg or a bit more.

History is again repeating itself.
EVs are not ready for prime time.
They have range and refueling
anxiety. They are justas expensive
to operate on an energy cost per
mile as a gasoline car and they are
more expensive to acquire.

Of course there are exceptions
to these “rules.” If you live in
Utah, energy is less than 13 cents
a kWh meaning you can drive an
EV for 4-5 cents a mile. Gasoline
in Utah averaged about $2.60 a
gallon, meaning an EV is slightly
less expensive to operate. Teslas
are very popularin Utah as long as
you don’t have to commute from
Salt Lake City to St. George or St.
George to Las Vegas. There are a
few other low population density
states like the Dakotas that have
cheap electricity, however it gets
cold in those states reducing bat-
tery efficiency. But the Southern
gulfcoast states haverates averag-
ing less than 15 cents a kWh and
they don’t get very cold. A good
bet for an EV.

Slate Auto —
Start with a
Blank Slate...
Then Add
What You Want

by Jordan Williams
continued from page 3

range. An additional battery can
be purchased to boost the car to a
250 mile range.

The company states at any time,
evenafter youown the vehicle, you
can add and “swap” accessories
using its Slate Maker feature.

The car maker so far offers
one color, “slate”. You can paint
-or wrap- the car any color
you would like, Jeff Jablansky,
company representative added in
a November 2025 interview with
Rich DeMuro @ktla Los Angeles.

Slate trucks are made in the
USA and the company is hiring
with most jobs based in Michigan
and Indiana.

In conclusion, Slate believes
buyers should call the shots/
pick what they want to make
the utilitarian Slate truck theirs,
without paying for features they
do not want or need. Jablansky
stated that there have already been
10,000,000 configurations within
the Slate Maker creative process.

Do youlike their concept? Have
you placed an order? I would love
to hear from you.

Slate has close to 200,000
followers on Instagram and states
it has received over 100,000
reservations/orders. Deliveries are
planned for late 2026. For those
interested, you can check them
out on IG.
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Polestar 4 EV Test Drive Review

continued from page 2

ing give it a futuristic simplicity
that stands out in traffic without
screaming for attention. The lack
of a rear window — yes, there is
no rear glass at all — sounds gim-
micky until you live with it for a
few days. Instead, a roof-mounted
HD camera feeds adigital rearview
mirror.

It may seem strange at first, but
after a few days it’s virtually un-
noticeable. In fact, the missing rear
window allows for more rear-seat
headroom and a dramatic coupe

profile without sacrificing pas-
senger comfort.

Inside, the cabin is classic
Scandinavian minimalism: airy,
modern and almost aggressively
uncluttered. Sustainable materi-
als, soft ambient lighting and a
massive 15.4-inch Google-based
infotainment screen create an up-
scale environment that feels more
boutique hotel than automobile.
The seats are excellent, particularly
for long distance driving.

That said, Polestar occasionally
mistakes minimalism for usability.
continued on page 24

Bardahl Returns to
Pikes Peakin2026:
Chasing Glory at
America’s Most
Demanding Race

Few races in the world test both
machine and driver quite like
the legendary Pikes Peak Inter-
national Hill Climb. Known as
“The Race to the Clouds,” this
iconic race pushes competitors up
12.42 miles of twisting mountain
roads, climbing to a breathtaking
14,115 feet through 156 turns —
a brutal test of power, precision,
and endurance.

For 2026, Bardahl is once again
stepping onto that stage, partner-
ing with elite driver Simone Fag-
gioli and the Faggioli Racing
Team in pursuit of victory.

A Proven Champion Returns

Simone Faggioli isn’t just an-
other competitor — he’s one of
the most accomplished hill climb
drivers in the world. After making
history in 2025 as the first Ital-
ian to win Pikes Peak, Faggioli
returns in 2026 with one goal:
defend his title.

His resume speaks for itself:

* 11-time European Hill Climb
Champion

* Multiple-time winner of
Trento-Bondone and other iconic
climbs

* A driver known for extracting
every ounce of performance from
both car and course

This year, he’ll once again pilot
amachine engineered for one pur-
pose — dominating Pikes Peak.
Built for the Mountain:

The Bardahl-Powered NP01

At the heart of Bardahl’s 2026
effort is the purpose-built Nova
Proto NPO1, a lightweight, high-
continued on page 15
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“How The No Tax on Car Loan Interest
Policy Could Impact Borrowers In 2026”

continued from page 4

manufactures, such as Hyundai
and Toyota. Cars weighing less
than 14,000 pounds qualify, while
ATVs, trailers, campers, and
similar models exceed the weight
limit. Additionally, the deduction
is capped at $10,000 per year, and
phases out for individuals earning
more than $100,000, or couples
earning more than $200,000.

So how beneficial will borrow-

ers find this policy? For many,
this initiative will likely only
save them hundreds of dollars in
tax savings instead of thousands,
according to research firm Cox
Automotive. In the same analy-
sis, they estimated a 72-month
new-car loan with an interest rate
0f9.5% on a $48,000 vehicle and
a 12.5% down payment would
generate roughly $3,800 in inter-
est in the first year, and would

lower each following year.
These findings infer that only a
significantly large loan would
ultimately produce near $10,000
in tax savings.

Amidst ongoing research
around the OBBBA, the full
impact of the newly-enforced tax
policy has yet to be seen. Bor-
rowers across the nation are sure
to encounter the full breadth of
its impact as the season unfolds.

ENGIN
TUNE-UP




Auto Nation Invests
in South Florida
Through Community
Leadership and Civic
Engagement

continued from page 5

corporate leader, demonstrated
its ongoing commitment to the
community through a week of
hands-on engagement supporting
affordable housing and investing
in shared public spaces in down-
town Fort Lauderdale.

Headquartered in Fort Lau-
derdale, AutoNation continually
strives to invest in the commu-
nity it calls home. Recently, Au-
toNation’s Chief Executive Offi-
cer, Mike Manley, joined Habitat
for Humanity of Broward’s CEO
Build, working alongside fellow
executives to support affordable
workforce housing for local fam-
ilies.

AutoNation has partnered with
Habitat for Humanity of Broward
for more than 25 years, sponsor-
ing six home builds and volun-
teering on many more. In the past
year alone, AutoNation associ-
ates contributed more than 450
volunteer hours to help future
homeowners and families transi-
tion from housing insecurity to
homeownership.

— -y -3
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Around the Track — Racing News

Shelby 2026 F-250
Super Baja To Be
Introduced At B/J Auction

Jennifer Biggs Honored as a N.W.

Legend of Auto at a recent event.
(see page 23 for additional photo)

BT . Tah SNl

Abbie Biggs (right) attends Washington State University and
helps her mother during school breaks

Drager’s

Il 1| AR 2

ager's?
We Buy & sell Classic Cars & Trucks
Most People Tell Us We Are A
Museum

Come check it out lor yourseif
16845 Walion O, Budingion, WA 208-533.5800
Call firgt wi snd by Rppoirmesm

continued from page 3

and billet racing pedals.

This exciting new truck has an
MSRP of $159,795, included is a
fully loaded Lariat Ultimate 4x4,
F-250 Super Crew chassis with a
6.7L Hi Output Power Stroke®
engine, which has an estimated
MSRP of $97,000. The truck
comes with a three-year, 36,000-
mile warranty. The powertrain
warranty from Ford Motor Com-
pany remains intact.

Manufacturing starting this

month with distribution through-

out North America; the public
debut will take place at the Bar-
rett-Jackson Collector Car Auc-
tion in Palm Beach, April 16-18
at the South Florida Fairgrounds.

There will be only 250 of
this limited production offered
through select Shelby Perfor-
mance dealers across the United
States. Each truck will be docu-
mented in the official Shelby
Registry and owners will become
members of Team Shelby, the
official enthusiast club.

Shelby Lariat F-250 Super Crew Baja to be introduced at Barrett-

Jackson

Drager's Museum and

Event Center Open To
The Public by Reservation
Call Today (206) 533-9600
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20,000 Sq. Ft. Museum & Event Center with a seating
capacity of 300 Guests

Event Center
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Doug’s Hyundai Dealership

NEW Edmonds Location on Hwy. 99

2026 Mazda3 Sedan
25S

Combines Design,
Function and

Economy %

2026 Mazda CX-50
Hybrid Preferred AWD

Thoughtfully Designed
to Inspire You

to Explore
Nature Freely. %
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From Around the U.S.

"One More Look Back to 2025
Pebble Beach Automotive Week"

An Unmatched Tradition of Auto-
motive Excellence

The year 2025 is coming to
a close, and even as we build
toward our 75th celebration next
August, we want to take the time to
recall the many great cars, special
gatherings, and magical moments
that made the 2025 Pebble Beach
Concours so memorable.

Great Cars, Special Gatherings
& Magic Car Moments
THE PEBBLE BEACH TOUR
d’ELEGANCE CELEBRATED
27 YEARS THIS AUGUST

On Thursday morning of Pebble
Beach Automotive Week, the vast
majority of Pebble Beach Con-
cours entrants rose before the sun
to queue up for the 27th annual

Pebble Beach Tour d’Elegance
presented by Rolex.
SHELBY COBRAS SHINE AT
THE PEBBLE BEACH CON-
COURS d’ELEGANCE

To mark the 60th anniversary of
one of the most intimidating cars
of its era, the Shelby Cobra 427,
the 2025 Pebble Beach Concours
d’Elegance featured a historic class

continued on page 25

"20 Year Reunion of Legends of Auto" Returns to
Embassy Suites Hotel in Seaside/ Monterey on 8/13/26

by Bill McCallum

We are happy to announce
we will be returning to the
Embassy Suites Hotel by
Hilton (Seaside/Monterey)
for our "20 year Reunion
of Legends of Auto" and
"Dealer-of-the-Decade"
event.

The event is on Thurs-
day night August 13, 2026
during Monterey Car Week
from 6 pm to 8 pm. SAVE
THE DATE and ticketing
information to be announced
in our Summer Issue (June/
July) See page 26 for addi-
tional information.

Embassy Suite Hotel -

Monterey/ Seaside

Retall-ready FASTER, turn your inventory MORE OFTEN

and obtain HIGHER margins

...it's what we do for dealers

i

DEI. Lil BERVICES

Proferaionally Statfed and Managed Detailing, Reconditinning and F&! Product Installation

s ipcressa T51
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Decreass Turmmround Time
Decrmass Managemeaint Costs
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wwwidensdealerservices. com
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Lexus LX700 AWD Overtrail

Review

continued from page 2

With one willing passenger and
one not-so-adventurous passenger,
I took the Lexus with those great
tires off-road to check out the
capabilities of the luxury SUV on
McBee Road out of Benton City in
South Central Washington. Climb-
ing 1,200 feet on a gravel road that
turned into a hardpan washboard
trail and then a very rocky surface,
the Lexus faced the challenge with-
out fault and the tires navigated the
rocks and deep ruts perfectly. Atthe
end of the 2-mile trek up McBee
Hill, we were treated to a gorgeous
view of the wine country, Yakima
Valley, the Tri-Cities, and a pan-
oramic look at Horse Heaven Hills.

After descending the hill and
entering the freeway, the not-so-
adventurous passenger admitted
that the ride was fun. I was definitely
impressed with the excellent han-
dling off-road and astounded by the
quiet ride those large tires offered
on the highway and city streets.

The exterior design on the
LX700h features an aggressive
grille with a three-dimensional
shape comprised of seven sets of
floating bars creating a seamless
and frame-free structure. The
thickness of each bar is fine tuned
to provide the high-level cooling
performance required for the twin
turbo engine. The side radiator
grills also have large openings to

ensure cooling performance. Run-
ning boardsunder the doors and two
handles located inside the vehicle
for each door made entry and exit
feel secure.

The luxurious interior of the
LX700h is so welcoming that you
may want to sit and take it in for
a while before enjoying the drive.
The driver-focused cockpit design
allows easy access to the controls
without veering from the forward
sightline. The LX lineup offers five
massage options for the driver and
front passenger seats equipped with
semi-aniline leather trim. Lumbar
support is excellent and makes
even a long drive tireless. In the
center console is a cool box that
is perfect to keep chocolates from
melting and keep a soda drink-
able. The standard audio system
is a 10-speaker premium surround
sound. My test vehicle included a
25-speaker surround sound which
provided full-bodied and balanced
tones to all passengers.

Auvailable in two and three row
seating configurations, a 60/40
split folding second-row seat is
standard with a third row available
with power-folding rear seats that
are split 50/50.

Lexus did an excellent job
blending utility with luxury in
their LX700h Overtrail 4WD. The
combination of style, comfort,
and performance on and off-road
definitely redefines SUV.

i "1-.""

SaIIy takes the Lexus LX700h Overtrail 4WD Luxury off-road to
enjoy the view of Washington’s wine country, Yakima Valley and
the Tri-Cities area from McBee Hill

Auto News Newspaper available
at Baja Cantina in Carmel Valley!
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Pat
Armstrong
FO l'd - , vaur Local Ford I]r.a:l-lurs

Serving L =
the Greater
Wenatchee

Valley

For decades, Pat Armstrong
Ford has been a trusted name for
drivers throughout the Wenatchee
Valley and across Eastern Wash-
ington. Built on a reputation of
straightforward pricing, customer
care, and community commitment,
the dealership continues to serve
generations of families who return
year after year.

Founder Pat Armstrong believed
that a dealership should operate
with the same values that define the
Wenatchee community itself—hard
work, integrity, and treating people
fairly. That philosophy still guides

®
the store today. Customers know
when they visit Pat Armstrong Ford )
they will find a team focused on
making the buying and ownership

experience simple and transparent.

Located in the heart of the
Greater Wenatchee Valley, the
dealership proudly offers one of

the region’s strongest selections of ’
new Fordtrucks, SUVs, and adven-
ture vehicles, including the legend-

ary Ford F-150 and the iconic Ford

Bronco lineup. Whether customers
need a capable truck for work, an
SUYV for family travel, or a vehicle
ready for Northwest adventure, Pat

Armstrong Ford delivers.

One of the dealership’s most
unique advantages is its Lifetime
Limited Warranty, offered on quali-
fying vehicles. From big repairs to
small ones, customers enjoy added —
peace of mind long after they drive G | - .
off the lot. M
PatArmstrong Ford also proudly e L
reminds buyers that they beat —————
Westside prices every day, giving

Eastern Washington values to cus- N u r't hWE St Fﬂ r'[l D EH | E r S

tomers through out the northwest.
BuyFordNow.com
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"Pre-Owned

Reality Check:
When Scarcity
Meets Surplus

on the Same Lot"
by Tony Rehn

continued from page 4

As a result, pricing for desir-
able pre-owned ICE vehicles has
remained stronger than many
expected. Even as interest rates
have risen and affordability has
become a concern, the simple
reality is this—there just aren’t
enough quality used gas vehicles
to meet demand.

But while one side of the
market tightens, the other is
about to expand—quickly.

Over the past several years,
aggressive government incen-
tives and manufacturer-backed
programs  accelerated  elec-

Summer 2026

SHOWCASE REVIEWS

2026 Lucid Air Touring Land Rover Defender 110 X-Dynamic SE

The 2026 Lucid Air Touring
blends futuristic luxury,
astonishing efficiency, nand
effortless performance into

one sleek EV sedan. Its ultra-
quiet cabin,n 396-mile range,
advanced technology, and
dual-motor AWD system make
it feel like the future of premium

BASE PRICE: $55,395 *

TYPE: Compact Luxury SUV
ENGINE: 2.0L Turbo 14
HORSEPOWER: 280 hp
TRANS: 8-Speed Auto AWD
MPG: 22 City/28 Highway/24
Combined

The Land Rover Defender 110
X-Dynamic SE blends iconic
styling with real off-road
capability and upscale luxury. Its
turbocharged inline-six delivers
smooth power, while the refined
cabin, advanced tech,and
rugged 4WD system make it
equally comfortable downtown

BASE PRICE: $75,200*

TYPE: Luxury Off-Road SUV
ENGINE: 3.0L Turbocharged
Inline-6

HORSEPOWER: 395 hp
TRANS: 8-Speed Automatic
MPG: 18 City / 22 Highway /
20 Combined

electric motoring today. or deep into the wilderness.

tric vehicle adoption. Leasing
became a primary driver of that
growth.

Now, those leases are begin-
ning to mature.

A significant volume of electric
vehicles—many just two to three
years old—is starting to return to
dealer inventory.

Economics 101 will take over.

As more pre-owned EVs hit
the market, pricing pressure is
inevitable. For many consumers,
this won’t just be about access—
it will be about affordability.

For dealers, this creates a bal-
ancing act unlike anything we’ve
seen in recent years.

We are no longer in a single
pre-owned market.

We are operating in two—and
they’re moving in very different
directions.

Mazda CX-5 Toyota bZ XLE FWD Plus

The Mazda CX-5 has been ~ BASE PRICE: $38,990 * The Toyota bZ Electric SUV BASE PRICE: $37,900 *

In today’s pre-owned market, redesigned for 2026 and TYPE: Compact SUV is“priced right”in a very TYPE: Electric SUV
the question isn’t whether it’s is priced right with above ~ ENGINE: SKYACTIVE-G 2.5 L competitive electric market. ENGINE: Single Electric
a buyer’s market or a seller’s | 0500 MPG offering a HORSEPOWER: 187 hp Available in both FWD and HORSEPOWER: 221 hp

market—it’s which side of the lot
you’re standing on.

Tony Rehn Sr. is President of
TLR Automotive, a consulting
firm focused on improving used
vehicle performance in fran-
chise dealerships, and COO of
Bidacar.com, a dealer-to-dealer
marketplace connecting inven-
tory across the country. He brings
decades of hands-on dealership
leadership experience to opera-
tors looking to improve inventory
velocity and profitability.

“Value Based” Mazda.The
Premium Plus model is
packed with extra options.

TRANS: SKYACTIVE Sport Mode AT
MPG: 30 highway

AWD. AWD model offers 338
hp.Tech improvements on
both models offer improved
dashboard viewing.

TRANS: AWD
MPGe: 131 combined

Toyota RAV4 LTD Hybrid AWD VW Tiguan SEL R-Line Turbo

Foundation
Donations

by check
mailed to:

Auto News

The Toyota RAV4 was a
“test-drive” vehicle on our recent
Road Trip (see page 1 story) The
2026 RAV4 performed well as to

BASE PRICE : $43,300 *
TYPE: SUV

ENGINE: 2.4L 4-Cylinder
HORSEPOWER: 236 HP

BASE PRICE: $43,085 *
TYPE: SUV

ENGINE: R-Line TURBO
HORSEPOWER: 268 hp

We tested the VW Tiguan at the
NWAPA “Mudfest” event in May
of this year. Northwest Auto
Writers commented on how the

PRICE, POWER & PERFORMANCE. TRANS: ECVT VW Tiguan Compact SUV was TRANS: ECVT
F d t' We suggest a“test drive: at your MPG: 41 combined A"value based”SUV loaded with ~ MPG: 29 highway
ou n a |0n local Toyota dealer. EXTRA OPTIONS

P.0.Box 3327
Bellevue, WA
98009

* All information listed “AS TESTED”

autonewsonline.com/showcase reviews




Summer 2026

2025 Range Rover SE P530

Lexus IS 350 F Sport

The 2025 Range Rover SE SWB

P530 delivers private-jet comfort BASE PRICE: $134,100%
with commanding presence and TYPE: Full-Size Luxury SUV

surprising athleticism. Its twin-
turbo V8, luxurious cabin, and
advanced four-wheel steering
create an ultra premium SUV
experience equally suited for
city streets, mountain roads, or
snowy ski trips.

ENGINE: 4.4L Twin-Turbo V8
HORSEPOWER: 523 hp
TRANS: 8-Speed Automatic
MPG: 16 City / 23 Highway /
19 Combined

with the things you like in a

FUN-TO-DRIVE sports sedan.
The Lexus Safety System 3.0
offers the driver confidence

behind the wheel.

The Lexus IS Sports Sedan is a
“top-seller” for the brand. Packed

BASE PRICE: $56,363 *
TYPE: Sports Sedan
ENGINE: 3.51 V6
HORSEPOWER:311 hp
TRANS: All Wheel Drive
MPG: 26 highway

Toyota C-HR XSE AWD

Toyota Land Cruiser Hybrid Wagon

As Electric EV sales“Bounce
Back” with the elevated price
of gas, Toyota's timing is right
for the all-new 2026 C-HR.

It fits well in Toyota’s lineup of
Hybrids & electric EV vehicles.

BASE PRICE : $39,000 *
TYPE:EV

ENGINE: Dual Electric Motors
HORSEPOWER: 338 hp
TRANS: All Wheel Drive
MPGe: 112 combined

The Toyota Land Cruiser has
been an ALL-TIME best seller
for the brand and a favorite
of the off-road crowd.The
Hybrid model offers buyers
a savings at the pump.
A“test-drive” is suggested.

BASE PRICE: $ 62,645 *

TYPE: SUV

ENGINE: I-FORCE MAX 2.4L 4 cyl
HORSEPOWER:326 hp

TRANS: 8 speed AT

MPG: 25 highway

VW Atlas SEL Premium R-Line

Volkswagen ID. Buzz

The Volkswagen Atlas
keeps VW in the SUV
market with a lower
price vehicle and lots
of new features.

BASE PRICE :$ 53.205 *

TYPE: 4-door SUV

ENGINE: 2.0L -DOHC-TURBO - 4 CYL
HORSEPOWER :269 hp

TRANS: 8 speed AT

MPG: 25 highway

The VW ID BUZZ van

gets the Auto News
“thumbs-up-award” for
2025 during an"test drive”
SEE STORY ON PAGE 4

BASE PRICE: $ 65,495

TYPE: Minivan

ENGINE: Electric
HORSEPOWER: 282 /335 hp
TRANS: 1-speed direct
MPG: 83 MPGe

* All information listed “AS TESTED”

autonewsonline.com/showcase reviews
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Bardahl Returns to
Pikes Peakin2026:
Chasing Glory at
America’s Most
Demanding Race

continued from page 9

performance hill climb weapon
designed specifically for extreme
conditions.

Key specs include:

Engine: 3.0L twin-turbocharged
inline-6

Power: 750 horsepower

Chassis: Carbon fiber mono-
coque

Weight: Just 1,477 lbs (670 kg)
Transmission: Sadev sequential
gearbox

Tires: Pirelli P Zero

This combination of high
power and ultra-low weight
makes the NPO1 perfectly suited
for the high-altitude challenges
of Pikes Peak, where thin air
robs naturally aspirated engines
of performance and every pound
matters.

Why Bardahl Belongs at Pikes
Peak

Pikes Peak isn’t just a race —
it’s a proving ground. And that’s
exactly why Bardahl continues to
show up.

For decades, Bardahl has built
its reputation on high-perfor-
mance lubrication and additive
technology, including its sig-
nature polar attraction formula,
which helps oil cling to engine
components even under extreme
stress.

That matters here.

At Pikes Peak:

* Engines run harder due to
reduced oxygen

* Temperatures and loads fluctu-
ate rapidly

* Reliability can make or break a
run

Bardahl’s technology is de-
signed to reduce friction, pro-
tect critical components, and
maintain performance under the
harshest conditions —making it a
natural fit for one of the toughest
races on earth.

More Than aRace—A Statement

Bardahl’s return to Pikes Peak
is about more than defending a
title. It’s dominance continues to
prove a legacy of performance,
durability, and innovation by the
Bardahl team and their products.

From grassroots racers to
world-class hill climb champi-
ons, the same philosophy applies:
* Build products that perform
when it matters most.

And there’s no better place to
prove that than 14,115 feet above
sea level.

Follow the Climb

As the 2026 Pikes Peak Inter-
national Hill Climb approaches,
all eyes will be on Faggioli and
the Bardahl-backed team as they
attempt to make history once
again.

* Learn more and follow the
journey here:
https://qr.codes/qtYSEM
Final Thoughts

In a world increasingly focused
on electrification and new tech-
nologies, Pikes Peak remains one
of the last pure tests of mechani-
cal performance—and Bardahl
continues to rise to the challenge.

With a proven driver, a pur-
pose-built machine, and decades
of engineering expertise behind
it, Bardahl’s 2026 Pikes Peak
effort is one to watch.
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Previously Featured: '""Women in the Auto World"

Lyn St. James — Indy Race Driver

Felicia Fields — Ford HR VP
Mary Barra - GM CEO

Michelle Christensen — Acura Design

Lisa Copeland — FCA Dealer

Sandra Button — Pebble Concours

Courtney Kramer — Auto News

Amber Geissler — Reaction Motorsports

Monika Kalenski —

MEK Magnet

Chanterria McGilbra — Prancing Ponies Foundation
Nancy LeMay — LeMay Family Collection

Muffy Bennett — Car Collector

Jennifer and Abbie Biggs — Repair Shop Owner
Carolyn Jackson — VP Brand Strategy Barrett-Jackson
Monterey Touring Vehicle (MTV) Heather Gardner

Pam Nelson — Nelson Auto Group

Joyce Chow — Social Media Mogul in Hollywood

Sarah Deccio — Distribution Mgr.

Valerie Thompson — Motorcycle Racer

Ashley, Courtney & Brittany Force — Drag Racing Champions

Toyota of Marysville —

Ladies at Work

Dana White — Chief Comm. Officer - Hyundai N. America
Rita Case — Rick Case Auto Group
Connie Peters — Automotive Writer

Thurgood Marshall
Elementary School Students
Step Out in Style in New

Athletic Sneakers Provided by

Rita Case and Soles4Souls

The 4EveryKid initiative helps
Broward County youth get paired
with,properly fitted shoes to
improve focus, grades andfitness.

Every student at Thurgood
Marshall Elementary School
in Fort Lauderdale has an extra
spring in their step after receiving
a new pair of name-brand athletic
shoes, socks and books through
the 4EveryKid initiative led by
Rita Case, president and CEO of
Rick Case Automotive Group, and
Soles4Souls.

Volunteers from Rick Case
Cares, Children’s Services Coun-
cil of Broward County, Bealls,
United Way of Broward County,
UKG and Broward County Prop-
erty Appraiser’s Office helped
almost 300 students find the
perfect fit.

“Kids grow so fast and that
sometimes puts a financial strain
on families to keep up. Sixty-nine
percent of students expressed dif-
ficulty focusing in the classroom
due to improper footwear. Shoes
should never interfere with their
learning and concentration,”
said Case, who founded the
4EveryKid program in Broward
County with Soles4Souls. “We
not only encourage all children
to get a proper education, but to
also remain physically fit. New
sneakers that fit properly can help
achieve both.”

Rita and her husband Rick got
involved with Soles4Soulsin2013.
They began by providing coats and
shoes for children at Boys & Girls
Clubs in Broward County. Since
becoming the founding sponsor

and chief fundraiser for4EveryKid
Broward in Spring 2022, Rita has
raised more than $575,000, which
is enough to ensure all kids who
face housing insecurity in Broward
County Public Schools (BCPS)
receive one new pair of shoes and
socks every year for five years. At
events like this one, the generosity
goes beyond those specific students
to include the entire mschool
population.

Soles4Souls is a global non-
profit that has distributed more
than 550,000 mpairs of shoes
nationwide through the 4Every-
Kid program. Since Fall 2022,
the organization has provided
15,849 pairs of shoes through the
m4EveryKid program in Broward
County in partnership with orga-
nizations such as BCPS Homeless
Education Assistance Resource
Team (HEART) and the Boys &
Girls Clubs.

Afterreceiving new shoes, more
than 95% of kids increased their
physical activity, felt more equal to
their peers and were more excited
to participate in school. The free
footwear helps parents and guard-
ians allocate their in school. The
free footwear helps parents and
guardians allocate their budgets
towards other essential expenses.

The 4EveryKid sneaker give-
away was made possible thanks
to generous partners including
Rita Case, Rick Case Automo-
tive Group, Children’s Services
Council of Broward County, UKG,
United Way of Broward County,
Channel 7 Foundation, The Cathy
and James Donnelly Fund, and
Rotary Club of Weston.

Rita Case (holding shoe) with students at Broward County Event

Rick Case Kia
Sunrise Honored as
Exclusive Member of
Kia America’s
President’s Club

President and CEO Rita Case recognized
for exceptional customer service and
sales success

Kia America has named Rita
Case, president and CEO of Rick
Case Automotive Group, as one
of only 50 dealers in the United
States to earn a spot in the brand’s

S -_.-
b

-

prestigious  President’s  Club.
Selected from a network of nearly
800 retailers, the Kia President’s
Club recognizes dealers who have
achieved the highest sales perfor-
mance and delivered exceptional
customer satisfaction. This is the
seventh year in a row that Rick
Case Kia Sunrise has received
President’s Club honors.

“I am very proud to represent
the Kia brand. Rick Case Auto-
motive Group not only has a Kia
dealership in Sunrise, Florida,
but we also have one in Atlanta,
Georgia,” said Case. “It’s always
an honor to receive recognition

for the hard work my team and I
put in every day. We take pride in
our customer satisfaction, which
leads to our sales success. We
treat customers as our friends.
This builds a longstanding rela-
tionship of trust and loyalty.”
Kia America continues its
remarkable momentum as the
brand achieved its eighth consec-
utive year of retail sales growth
in the U.S. in 2025. “Last year
marked significant milestones in
the continued growth of the Kia
brand in the United States, and on
behalf of the Kia family, I would
continued on page 22
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Rita Case with Kia executives and Jimy Contreras, general manager Photo courtesy: Rick Case

Automotive Group

Mercedes-Benz CLA 250 EV "test drive review"

continued from page 2

quick charger, the company says
you can get an amazing 202
miles of charge in about 10 min-
utes. Public charging is eased by
twin ports: NACS (Tesla-style)
and J1772/CCS located behind
a single charging door. No adap-
tors needed, no matter where you
charge.

Like the brand’s other EVs,
the CLA is quick and quiet.
Need more performance, and

all-wheel drive? You can step up
to the CLA 350 4MATIC with
349 horsepower (versus 268 on
the CLA 250+), though you’ll
be stepping up to a steeper base
price by about $2500. The 350
4AMATIC also gets by with less
range, 312 miles estimated.

Of course that $50,000 base
price range is just the starting
point. My test CLA 250+ was
piled with options like an AMG
appearance package and Pin-

nacle trim, so it was more like
a $60,000 EV. Still, consider-
ing what else is out there in the
electric space, that’s right in line
these days.

And if you’re not ready for a
full EV but want a Mercedes-
Benz in this entry class, a hybrid
version will be coming along.
The CLA line is built on flexible
architecture allowing for internal
combustion assisted by a 48-volt
hybrid system.

Mercedes-Benz CLA 250 EV (photo Dave Kunz)
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' The official Mudfest 2026 results

2026 "MUDFEST™

Automotive Press Association, 19
SUVs, EVs, trucks, and off-road
vehicles were put through pave-
ment, dirt, off-road obstacles,
acceleration testing, and more.
And this year’s grand prize
winner is: 2026 Subaru Trail-
seeker Limited
The all-new Subaru Trailseeker
Limited was named NW Outdoor
Activity Vehicle of the Year, while
also winning:
* Best Two-Row Family SUV
* Best Electrified Activity Vehicle
With quick EV acceleration, a
quiet cabin, strong comfort, and
real outdoor capability, the Trail-
seeker stood out as one of the most
balanced vehicles at Mudfest 2026.
Other Big Winners
LuxurySUV:2026 Lucid Grav-
ity Grand Touring

are in and Subaru takes the gold.

WINNERS ARE HERE... @ ondtsins wis t Nortmwes

20 Northwest Automotive Journalists Attend Annual 3 Day "Mudfest" Event to Test Drive
Manufacturers Vehicles (photo Auto News)

Extreme Capability Vehicle:
2026 Jeep Wrangler Moab 392

Pickup Truck: 2026 Ram 1500
Warlock Crew Cab 4x4

Three-Row Family SUV: 2026
Kia Telluride X-Pro SX-Prestige
AWD

Best Value: 2026 Toyota RAV4
Hybrid Woodland

This year’s results show how
quickly electrified adventure
vehicles are gaining ground —
while V8-powered machines like
the Wrangler 392 and Ram War-
lock prove there is still plenty of
passion left for traditional power.

Read the Full Mudfest 2026
Winners Article

More Mudfest 2026 coverage is
still coming soon, including full
galleries, video vlogs, individual
reviews, and off-road highlights.

2026
Light-Duty
Pickup
Trucks for
Supply Pro
by Howard Elmer

continued from page 6

GM

For 2026 Chevy introduces i1:] ,
2 “Custom™ package, a “Plus” FRIDAY, SATURDAY & SUNDAY - NOVEMBER
package and added features like i —
the Multi-Flex tailgate, and a ' ‘ —
“Premium” package that includes
Super Cruise, head-up display, and
amid gate. Chevrolet will also offer
its popular off-road Trail Boss trim
as part of the 2026 Silverado EV
lineup. With a 2-inch lift, the Trail
Boss has 24% higher ground clear-
ance comparedto thebase Silverado
EV. The coil suspension system is
uniquely tuned with a hydraulic
rebound control system.
RAM

Ram 1500 Ram charger: This
extended-range electric vehicle
(EREV) uses electric motors for
propulsion and features an engine
thatacts asagenerator. It’s still sup-
posed to arrive in 2026 — however
they have dropped the Ram charger
name along with the death of the
all electric REV.
FORD

Ford’s Lightning — the all EV
truck — is dead. However, in the
next 12 months. Ford Motor Com-
pany will build the next generation
ofthe F-150 Lightning which (like
the RAM) will be an extended
range electric truck — utilizing a
gas engine to charge the battery.

This EREV will offer the best of
both worlds: the seamless, instant
power ofan electric powertrain and
the freedom of a generator-backed
estimated range of more than 700
miles.

70% SALE RATE AT OUR LAST AUCTION - DON'T WAIT, BOOK YOUR
SPOT NOWI The MSComiick Samily imviles you be et BOM cucten lealuting
ovar 400 ontique, classic
Ask for Keith, Jason or our friendly office staff to answer
your questions (760) 320-3290.

WHERE TO STAY
Call our hast holel et the Hillan Palm Spriegs af 760
and use pe

VocalionPolmSpdngs.com for more opliors.

eate, muscls

1ot and special interes! oulon

200 468568

e "MCC" tor special room rojes. Als

LOWEST ENTRY FEES IN THE BUSINESS AND ONLY 6% SELL FEE
Friday, Saturdoy and Sunday Lots are $300, $400 for prime fime and $400 for
covered conopy lots. Mo numbers will be reserved without consignment fee being
paid in full Yisa, Mastercard and AMEX are occepted. Positions will be filled on
first-come, hirstserved basis. To reserve the posifion you desire, give our ofhce o

SROMAORED BY

- MECORMICKS
PALM SPRINGS
COLLECTOR:
CARAUCTIONS |

Unlike a traditional hybrid, the coll ot 760.320.3290 with yout cradit cmd_ handy. You moy specily the cars you're OUR MAIN OFFICE
F-150 Lightning EREV is propelled entering al o laler dote, Eniry fees are REFUNDABLE less $50 handling fee I 244 Norh Indien Conyon Di.
100 percent by electric motors. This you nolify us in writing 14 doys prior lo the oudion. Color photogrephs may be Palm Springs, CA 92262
pr(.’thdeS raip1d accellplratﬁgn 'antd included in our exclusive color brochure. We sindlly limil the number of positions
?Illgleﬂ’?é) f:eg)?o St‘gp 1;13 I(I;;:;agé available in this three-day even) of 500 cars. COMMISSION STRUCTURE: FLAT AUCTION LOCATION
during long-distance towing. Like 4% OF SALES PRICE (One of the lowest in the business). BOOK YOUR SPOT Al Jesapeerich
the current F-150 Lightning, the EARLY FOR BEST PLACEMENT - CALL (760) 320-3290  The Palm Springs
nextgen version will also offer . . Convention Center
exportable electricity that can T 277 M Avenida Coballeres
power everything from work sites +COMm Face'bﬁnk Palm Springs, CA 92262

to camp sites to homes during a
power outage.
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The "McCallum Family' Has a Long
History in the Tacoma, WA Auto Industr

(Left to Right) Marnce, Kathy, Jonathan & Billy McCallum with Toyota Land Cruiser in Tacoma
(see page 15 Review)

Summer 2026

2026 VW Tiguan SEL
R-Line Turbo "Test Drive

W | Review"' by Bill McCallum
(See page 14 for Recap)

2026 VW Tiguan SEL R-Line Turbo (photo Auto News)

i /’\1 . <
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Lexus of Bellevue

D= 1=
Lexus of Tacoma

Toyota of Kirkland
=/ TOYOTA

Toyota of Renton
(D TOYOTA

NACURA

Acura of Seattle a s

VW of Kirkland

The O'Brien Auto Group serves the N.W.
with 12 Dealerships and we take in a
bunch of quality frade-ins every day. Our
customers are constantly trading up to a
new vehicle leaving us with a tremendous
selection of wellmaintoined, one-owner
pre-owned vehicles-many still with factory
warranties including Cerified Pre-Owned.

Stop by one ot our stores or shop us online.

From commuters to luxury,
we've got what you're locking for!

("—“‘ _

amm

OBRIEN

AUTOGROUP

OBrienAutoGroup.com

Over 4,000 New & Pre-Owned Choices EVERY DAY!

The finest new car franchises = Truly great frade-ins

Toyota of Portland
(Z)TOYOTA

Subaru of Portland

Rudi of Wilsonville

R

JAacuarR
JAGUAR TACOMA

Bt

Land Rover Tacoma

VOLVO OF TACOMA
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July 16t

% Private Garage Tour

July 17t

% Pony Trails Cruise

July 18t

% MCA Judged Show

July 19t

LW MERE SCAM

at Bellevue College Ok g R R R i ool UMGATE
__AMto __PM -
"Trophys, Vendors, Food e - "ﬁﬁ’éﬁ- ' _
it " 1 . kT
Trucks, T-Shirts, ... All . \ = if
Ford Vehicles Welcome!" o /

REGISTRATICON VISIT: MUSTANGSNORTHWEST.ORG

Slot Car Racing | BRM Slot Cars & SCALE RACING Celebrate 10t Annual Event
Europe vs. US. | "24 Hours of Tacoma" with International Teams from Europe

continued from page 6

love of cars, and the excitement of
racing a Ferrari, or Ford etc. at least
for now was gone.

Back in Europe, speeds stayed
more scale appearing, the cars stayed
models of real cars, and the hobby
continued and still is going on to this
day.

Model Car racing inspires chil-
dren of all ages, the thrill of rac-
ing, the excitement with almost no
chance of injury, except maybe to
your ego.

There are tournaments where
100’s will attend, races are staged
some even as long as 24 hours.
Where racers young and old can pit
their skills against each other and the
clock.

The Hobby of Model Car racing
has grown again in North America,
first from Scalextric, and then other
brands being reintroduced here.

This hobby has created many fa-
mous real race drivers and Team
owners, but that is another story. - = . .

Hopefully we will see you at the | Alan Smith (canter) Kicks Off BRMS "24 Hours of Tacoma" Alan Smith Scale Racing Center's wife Audra (left) &

Races!! daughter Julia at Event

Order A Custom Made 13 foot by 8 foot Table Top Track with Cars, Controls, etc. for$3999 or

A PoliCar Slot Car Starter Kit. Including Track, Two Cars &
Controls for only $599 including shipping - ORDER TODAY - While Supplies Last!

Scale Racing Center
3723 S Lawrence St
Tacoma, WA 98409

(253) 564-1445
(253) 255-1807

www.facebook.com/ScaleRacingCenter

www.132slotcar.us

-

Ford GT 40 MKII siot cars

Arriving for the Holidays!!

$179 each

2 for $499 plus Track Set

The Perfect Glft for:
Grand Dads & Grand Kids Starter Kit at his Center in Tacoma
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The V38 Legacy
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2026 Jeep Grand

Cherokee Summit
Review: Luxury Without
the Six Figure Price

continued from page 2

Auto News Foundation

charged 2.0-liter Hurricane four-
cylinder paired with an 8-speed
automatic  transmission.  On
paper, a four-cylinder in a luxury
SUV of this size might sound
under whelming, but in practice
it moves the Grand Cherokee
surprisingly well. Acceleration
feels smooth and responsive, the
drivetrain never struggled during
daily driving, and it got 23 mpg
combined (21 city/26 hwy)

bill@autonewsonline.com

chris@autonewsonline.com
Digital "Fast Blasts" $ 350 each

The Summit also backs up its
luxury credentials with genu-
ine capability. Quadra-Lift air
suspension,  Quadra-Trac  1I
four-wheel drive, Selec-Terrain
traction management, and an
electronic limited-slip differen-
tial mean this SUV can still con-
fidently handle snow, dirt, and
rough terrain.

What makes the Grand Chero-
kee Summit compelling is its

balance. It delivers upscale com-
fort, advanced technology, real
off-road capability, and strong
road manners at a price point that
undercuts many European luxury
competitors.

For buyers who want Range
Rover vibes without Range
Rover pricing, the 2026 Jeep
Grand Cherokee Summit might
be one of the best luxury SUV
choices on the market today.

CONTACT US
TODAY FOR
A CUSTOM

PACKAGE

Visit — autonewsonline.com 21
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Auto News
Introduces
501 (3) (¢)
Non-Profit

Foundation
(see page 24 & 25)

More Than One Lap
Record Per Year
For Pirelli At
The Nurburgring
Nordschleife

The Most Recent Records Set This
Year With The Audi RS 3And Audi
RS 08 Performance

From 2019 up to now, Pirelli
has set more than one lap record
per year on average at the legend-
ary Niirburgring Nordschleife
in Germany. These records have
been established with all sorts of
vehicles, ranging from electric
supercars to SUVs to compact
hatchbacks, yet Pirelli has been a
constantwhen it comes to lowering
the Nordschleife lap times across
every category of car.

All the tires in the P Zero range
but the novelties introduced
recently can boast a lap record
around the Ring in the last five
years: P Zero Trofeo R on the Audi
RS 3 and P Zero on the Audi RS
Q8 performance in 2024; P Zero
Trofeo RS on the Porsche Taycan
Turbo GT in 2023; P Zero Corsa
on the Porsche Taycan Turbo S in
2022; P Zero Corsa on the Porsche
Cayenne Turbo GT and P Zero
Trofeo R onthe AudiRS 3in2021;
and finally P Zero on the Audi RS
Q8 1in 2019.

The most recent records have
come this year with the Audi RS
3, set on the P Zero Trofeo R — a
semi-slick tire specialised in circuit
use—and Audi RS Q8 performance
equipped with the P Zero: the Ultra
High Performance tire most fre-
quently chosen by manufacturers
to equip their top models. The Audi
RS 3record of 7m33.123s lowered
the benchmark for compact cars by
more than five seconds, while the
RS Q8 performance became the
fastest production SUV ever to lap
the Ring, in a time of 7m36.698s
that broke the existing record by
more than two seconds. The same
models had previously established
the class records in 2021 and 2019
respectively, again on P Zero Trofeo
R and P Zero tires.

The Niirburgring Nordschleife,
one of the most challenging cir-
cuits in the world, serves as a key
testing ground for Pirelli, where
the company rigorously evaluates
its tires and latest developments
on high-performance vehicles,
particularly in partnership with
German carmakers. A standout
example is the P Zero Trofeo RS
for the Porsche Taycan Turbo GT:
the most sporting tire in the P Zero
range, designed for track use but
fully approved for the road.
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Time to Start Traveling “Again”

Rick Case Kia Sunrise Honored
as Exclusive Member of Kia
America’s President’s Club

continued from page 16

like to express my sincere appre-
ciation to Rita Case and the staff
at Rick Case Kia for their unwav-
ering dedication to exemplary
sales performance and outstand-
ing customer satisfaction,” said
Seungkyu (Sean) Yoon, President
and CEO, Kia North America and
Kia America.

This milestone also represents
the brand’s highest-ever U.S.
market share, underscoring the
continued consumer demand
for Kia’s diverse model lineup.
Adding to this momentum is
the all-new 2027 Kia Telluride,
featuring its first-ever available
hybrid powertrain and expanded
X-Pro capability, marking the
next chapter for Kia’s flagship
three-row SUV.

As part of Kia’s commitment
to helping those in need and sup-
porting local communities, the
brand’s “Accelerate the Good”
Dealer Match program contrib-
uted more than $4.7 million to
non-profits nationwide in 2025.
Together, Kia America and its
dealers provided assistance to
those affected by a wide variety
of issues from childhood cancers
to homelessness and hunger, to
natural disaster relief and envi-
ronmental causes.

Locally, South Florida Kia
Dealers donated $150,000 last De-
cember to Feeding South Florida,
the leading hunger-relief organi-
zation serving Palm Beach, Bro-
ward, Miami-Dade and Monroe
Counties. This donation supports
Feeding South Florida’s mission
to end hunger in the community
by providing immediate access

to nutritious food, innovative pro-
gramming and advocacy efforts.
The organization serves food-in-
secure individuals across its quad-
county region, including children,
seniors, veterans and single par-
ents. For every $1 donated, four
nutritious meals are provided to
those in need.

Located at 14500 West Sunrise
Blvd. in Sunrise, Rick Case Kia
Sunrise is open seven days per
week. Visit rickcasekiasunrise.
com or call (954) 715-7581 to
reach the sales department.
About The Rick Case Automo-
tive Group

Founded in 1962, the Rick
Case Automotive Group has been
honored by Automotive News as
the National All-Star Dealer and
President and CEO Rita Case was
named the 2024 TIME Dealer
of the Year. Rick Case Automo-
tive Group is the nation’s largest
female owned and operated auto-
motive dealer group in America,
offering Honda, Hyundai, Gen-
esis, loniq, Volkswagen, Kia,
Acura, Audi, Mazda, Maserati,
Fiat, Alfa Romeo, Honda Motor-
cycles and E-Z-Go golf carts.
Celebrating more than 60 years
in business, the Rick Case Auto-
motive Group has 12 dealerships
in South Florida and Georgia.
The South Florida dealerships are
known for holding national sales
records, consistently ranking
among the top performers in mar-
kets they serve. Rick Case Auto-
motive Group is headquartered at
14500 W. Sunrise Blvd. in Sun-
rise, Florida. For more informa-
tion, visit www.RickCase.com.
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United Way Broward’s Women
United Volunteers Inspired 500
Young Readers During Read Across
America Week-Long Celebration

United Way Broward’s Women
United volunteers, alongside
Kathleen Cannon, President &
CEO of United Way Broward,
and Rita Case, President & CEO
of Rick Case Automotive Group,
celebrated and supported the
National Education Association’s
Read Across America initiative
by reading “All Are Welcome”
at Sunland Park Academy in
Fort Lauderdale. More than 50
volunteers from Women United
and generous community partners,
including Rick Case Automotive
Group, read to 500 elementary
school children.

“Reading opens doors to oppor-
tunity, imagination, and lifelong
learning. By instilling a love of
reading and fostering the curi-
osity and excitement that every
book brings, we’re helping equip
students with skills that matter in
every aspect of life,” said Kath-
leen Cannon, President & CEO of
United Way Broward. “Together
with our community partners, we
are not just encouraging literacy,
we are helping change the trajec-
tory of students’ lives.”

During the celebration, Stanley
C. Panther, the official mascot of
the Florida Panthers, paid a visit
to the children and each child
received abrand-new copy of “All
Are Welcome” to add to theirhome
libraries and reinforce positive
learning environments. In addi-
tion, WSVN Reporter Brandon

Beyer read to the children with
Cannon and Case.

“We’re proud to celebrate read-
ing and support at-home libraries
for students through the Read
Across America program,” said
Case. “Too many children in our
community don’t have access to
age appropriate books at home,
and we know that literacy is one
of the most powerful ways to help
children build confidence and
create brighter futures.”

To date, United Way Broward
has distributed more than 100,000
books to elementary school
children Pre-K through second
grade through its Reading Pals
initiative. To get involved, visit
https://www.unitedwaybroward.
org/readingpals.

Women United is a network
of strong and influential women
dedicated to making a meaningful
and lifechanging impact in our
community by correcting social
and racial disparities, expand-
ing educational opportunities for
elementary school children, pro-
moting maternal health, advancing
women’s equality, and inspiring
and engaging new generations
of women.

About United Way Broward

United Way Broward mobilizes
communities to action so all can
thrive. True to our founding spirit,
whenever there is a need in our
community, United Way is there.
For more than 85 years, United
Way

Broward has brought a com-
prehensive approach to every
challenge, actively listening and
responding to local needs. Our
reach across the communities in
Broward County means we can
share innovations and scale impact
to improve lives in collaboration
with our donors, volunteers, cor-
porate and agency partners. From
strengthening local resilience to
advancing health, youth opportu-
nity, and financial security, we’re
working towards a future where
every person in every community
can reach their full potential. To
learn more, visit United WayBro-
ward.org.

Media Contact

Kip Hunter Marketing

Aimee Adler Cooke | 561-302-
6902 | aimee@kiphuntermarket-
ing.com

Lexi Udine | 954-812-3844 |
lexi@kiphuntermarketing.com
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DAISYWAGEN SERVICE, LLC

Daisywagen Service has served the
Seattle area since 1980. Daisywagen is
a family run business and Larry Dreon’s
daughter Candace Hopkins recently
took over the company. Daisywagen is
the premier independent Volvo service
specialist in the Northwest. With six
employees and seven service bays,

Daisywagen can work on 20 to 25 cars
a day.

Daisywagen is open 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Monday through Friday. Appointment are
recommended, but walk ins are welcome.
All work is guaranteed for 24 months.
Look for the Daisywagen Service, LLC
ad in the Auto News Service Directory.

Jennifer Biggs recently Honored as a

"Legend of Auto"

NORTHWEST

LAND ROVER SERVICE & REPAIR

LINM BEL-RED ED
RELLEVUE, WA 9R004%
4156480080

o bippseantlasiomesiog oo

LAND ROVER

VIMIR LAND ROVER DEALER ALTERNATIVE!

AUTOMOTIVE SALES & SERVICE

$ Brooks Biddle Suzuki
17909 Bothell Way NE

SUZUKI Bothell, WA 98011
www. brooksbiddle.com
Prosoks Biddle Surukl Phaome (425 3B6-1212
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TROPHIES, PLAQUES, AND MORE
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VOLYO SPECIALLSTS

WEST COAST

COLLECTOR CAR INSURANCE

Bill Smallwood, 1
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AMERICAN MUTUAL
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PRE-OWNED VEHICLE SALES

AUTO 206 INC.

18110 East Valley Highway, Kent ‘Wi

Tel: (206) 454-0683 | Fax: (208) 424-3311

DEALER DETAIL SERVICES
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EUROPEAN CAR REPAIR

ean Car Ay
Mercedes « Saab « Audi - Land H.u:-'cr
BAMWY - Porsche « VW Volvao
425+881+2185

A FULL SERVICE AUTO REPAITR FACILITY
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9111 Willaws Road « Redmoad, Wh QR0%2 « Fax (425) BR1-23%7
www EuropeanCar Avsthaonty coen ¢ BUALeam @ Europeant ar AaiBony com

BIGGS
EASTSIDE

AUTOMOTIVE
(Land Rover)

Conveniently located at 12700 Bel-Red
Rd. in Bellevue, Washington, Biggs East-
side can serve the entire Seattle metro-
politan area. They specialize exclusively
in Land Rover and Range Rover service,
and you can expect the best quality of
service available for Land Rovers in the
entire northwest.

The shop has an Autologic diagnostic
system with all the latest software, capable
of everything the Dealer’s TestBook can
do and more, even on the newest models.
Unlike many independent shops, they also
carry a full line of factory equipment and
replacement parts. All the technicians
are Land Rover factory, ASE and ASA
certified.

Biggs Eastside is truly the “dealer
alternative.” For more information, log
onto www.biggsrovers.com and look for
the Biggs Eastside Automotive ad in the
Auto News Service Directory.

UNITED STATES

SERVICE MANUALS FOR SALE
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NON-PROFIT FOUNDATION

TUTO®NETS

FOUNDATION

“Reaching Out To Community Colleges
Across The Nation, with Automotive
Programs To Attract A Younger Generation
To Enter The Automotive Industry”

(See Story on Page 25)
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Auto News Foundation

Matt Kennedy, (center) with Tech School Students at Olympus Rally (photo Auto News) | and mechanics.

FOUNDATION

501(c)(3) NON PROFIT

“Finding Tomorrows Technicians for New Car Dealers”

About the Auto News Foundation

The Auto News Foundation is a 501c3 non-profit foundation that was created with
the intention of empowering the next generation of automotive technicians while

supporting community colleges and tech school automotive programs.

Donation Tiers
All donations are tax deductible. 100% of donations shall go towards
starting the Auto News Foundation Scholarship Fund to help aspiring
youth join the automotive industry.

“Biggs Rover” Tier
Up to $1,000

“Drager” Tier
Up to $2,500

“Doug lkegami” Tier

Up to $5,000

“Rita Case” Tier
Up to $10,000

Subscription to Auto
News

Subscription to Auto
News

*Lifetime Subscription
to Auto News

Lifetime Subscription
to Auto News

Acknowledgment on
Foundation Website

Acknowledgment on
Foundation Website

Acknowledgment on
Foundation Website

Acknowledgment on
Foundation Website

*Recognition Plaque &
Honor Roll Scarf

Recognition Plaque &
Honor Roll Scarf

Two Tickets to next
Legends of Auto Event

Two Tickets to next
Legends of Auto Event

Two Tickets to next
Legends of Auto Event

*Special
Acknowledgement at
Legends of Auto Event

*Special
Acknowledgement at
Legends of Auto Event

*Artical about you or
your Business on Auto
News Website

*Artical about you or
your Business on Auto
News Website and
*Print Publication

Collector Museum
Tour

*Denotes Added Benefits

All donations are tax deductible. 100% of donations shall go towards
starting the Auto News Foundation Scholarship Fund to help aspiring
youth join the automotive industry.

Methow Valley, WA Tech Students
Experience Olympus Rally Up Close

Students from the Methow
Valley School District Auto Pro-
gram recently stepped out of the
classroom and into the world of
professional rally racing during a
multi-day field trip to the Olym-
pus Rally in Western Washington.

Led by Automotive Instructor
Matt Kennedy, the trip included a
visit to the LeMay Museum, tours
of South Puget Sound CC’s auto-
motive, machining, and welding
programs, and multiple Olym-
pus Rally events. Students met
rally legends including Travis
Pastrana, Lia Block, and former
WRC driver Jari-Matti Latvala
while exploring race cars, service
areas, and speaking with drivers

We caught up with Matt Ken-
nedy after the trip and he stated:
“Overall we had a great trip. The
goal was to get students out of
town to get exposure to a part of
the automotive industry that most
of'us do not see on a regular basis.
The students learned a ton about
rally racing, how to get involved
and how to access this sport as a
driver/co-driver or a mechanic. |
heard so many thoughtful ques-
tions from the students during our
trip. There is a ton of excitement
about the trip and we are hoping
to go again next year.”

The experience continues the
momentum of Methow Valley’s
growing automotive program as
many students recently earned
ASE certifications and are con-
tinuing their education through
automotive technical programs
and apprenticeships across Wash-
ington.

2026 Polestar 4
"Test Drive
Review"

continued from page 9

Too many functions live inside the
touchscreen, including some basic
climate and vehicle controls. Like
many modern EVs, there’s alearn-
ing curve that may frustrate less
tech-savvy buyers and navigating
the touchscreen menus while driv-
ing can be tedious.

Range is respectable rather than
class leading. The EPA rates the
Dual Motor at 280 miles, with
charging speeds up to 200 kW on
DC fast chargers. In real-world
driving, expect something closer
to the mid-200s if you fully enjoy
all head-snapping 544 horsepower
— and you will.

Pricing for this Pilot-equipped
tester lands around $67,400 includ-
ing destination. Considering the
performance, design and premium
feel, it stands for decent value in
today’s luxury EV market.

The Polestar 4 isn’t perfect. The
camera mirror won’t be for every-
one. The interface can occasionally
overcomplicate simple tasks. And
some rivals charge faster or travel
farther.

But very few EVs feel this
cohesive.

The 2026 Polestar 4 Dual Motor
succeeds becauseitdoesn’tmerely
chase Tesla. It dares to be some-
thing else entirely: stylish without
being flashy, fast without being
juvenile and futuristic without
losing its humanity.

Keith Turner is an auto writer
based in Northern California.
Check out his video reviews at
Carguy Drives on YouTube.
Keith Turner
Auto Review Producer/Writer
Global Auto News
(reaching over 1 million industry
experts online, in video and in
print)

Carguy Drives on YouTube (35K
subscribers)

Blog: https://diamondsatyour-
doorstep.wordpress.com/
Member: Western Automotive
Journalists (WAJ).

Phone: 530-615-8054/ E-mail:
carguy@hotmail.com
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Idaho,
Alberta, Briti

NW Car Events
Calendar

Listing events in:
n, Montana, Washington,
Columbia and special events
in Monterey & Reno

Auctions * Museums = Tours = Cars & Coffee
Swap Meets = Car Shows * Cruise-ins » Races

59" Annual Edition!

Top 4 States With
Automotive Tech Programs

1. Michigan
. Baker College of Owosso
. Delta College
. Ferris State University
. Kalamazoo Valley
Community College
5. Lansing Community
College
6. Macomb Community
College
7. Monroe County
Community College
8. Northwest University
9. Oakland Community
College
10. Schoolcraft College
11. University of Northwestern
Ohio
12. Washtenaw Community
College
13. Wayne County Community
College District
14. Western Michigan University
15. WyoTech

2. California

. Cerritos College

. Chaffey College

. Citrus V

. College of Alameda

. College of San Mateo

. Cypress College

. Diablo Valley College

. Los Angeles Trade
Technical College
9. Miramar College

10. Palomar College

11. San Diego Miramar College

12. Santa Barbara City College

OO
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2. California continued

13. Skyline College

14. Universal Technical
Institute (UTI)

15. WyoTech

3. Ohio
1. Cincinnati State Technical
Community College
2. Clark State Community
College
3. Columbus State
Community College
Cuyahoga Community
College
5. Lorain County Community
College
6. Northwest State
Community College
Ohio Technical College
Owens Community College
. Sinclair Community
College
10. University of Northwestern
Ohio

4. lllinois
Black Hawk College
College of DuPage
College of Lake County
Danville Area Community
College
Lincoln Land Community
College
Lincoln Technical Institute
. Moraine Valley Community
College
8. Parkland College
9. Prairie State College
10. Universal Technical
Institute (UTI)
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Auto News Foundation
Introduces "TAP':
(Tuition Assistance
Program).in 2025...!

by Bill McCallum, Publisher/
Founder

For TWO years we have been
developing our TAP (Tuition
Assistance Program) for students
attending Automotive Tech
Schools. Our goal was three fold.

1- To develop a workable pro-
gram delivering more potential
employee’s for auto dealers and
OEM’s across the U.S.

2- Using Global Auto News to
highlight each students path to
graduation over a two year period.

3-Passing on 70 % of the funds

raised by the Auto News Founda-
tion a 501 (3) (c) NON-PROFIT
for TAP scholarships starting
in 2026. RESULTS TO DATE:
10 TAP scholarships to students
attending:

* Shoreline Community College
- Seattle, WA

* Yakima Valley College -
Yakima, WA (see page 18)

* Monterey Peninsula College,
Monterey, CA

* University of Washington
(Business School) Seattle, WA

Cade Farrington Phi Kappa Psi Member and Univ. of Wash
Graduate accepts TAP Award (photo Auto News)

Dan Brigantino First TAP Award recipient receives Second

TAP Award during "Car Week" (

(photo Auto News)

Shoreline

COMMUNITY COLLEGE
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"One More
Look Back
to 2025
Pebble
Beach
Automotive

Week"

continued from page 12

of Shelby Cobras, showcasing the
car’s lineage from the First Produc-
tion Cobra to the Last 427.

THE 74th PEBBLE BEACH
CONCOURS d’ELEGANCE
FEATURED LAND ROVER
SPECIAL EXPEDITION CARS

The colorful details, unique
configuration, and varied equip-
ment on each car heightened the
curiosity of anyone who took an
up-close look. They captured the
attention of people and left them
wanting to know more about each
car’s story.

100 YEARS OF MORETTI
CELEBRATED AT THE
PEBBLE BEACH CONCOURS
d’ELEGANCE

This class was created in cel-
ebration of Moretti’s centennial
anniversary. Ofthe seven cars, two
traveled from out of the country
while the other five came from
different areas within the United
States.

On Concours Sunday, all cars
were judged apart from one exhib-
ited car.

THE BMW ART CAR MARKS
ITS 50th ANNIVERSARY

To celebrate the 50th anniver-
sary of its iconic series of Art
Cars, now 20 in number, BMW
brought two stellar examples to
the 2025 Pebble Beach Concours
show field: the latest BMW Art
Car No. 20 by Julie Mehretu was
paired with the BMW Art Car No.
4 by Andy Warhol.
EIGHTICONICROLLS-ROYCE
PHANTOMS GATHER AT
PEBBLE BEACH

Rolls-Royce marked the centen-
nial of the Phantom this year. All
eight iterations of the Phantom,
from I to VIII, were present on
the lawn of The Lodge at Pebble
Beach for Pebble Beach Automo-
tive Week, and the gathering was
preserved for posterity in both
photos and videos.

Purchase Tickets to the 2026
Pebble Beach Concours
d’Elegance

Join us on August 16, 2026 for
the 75th Pebble Beach Concours
d’Elegance at The Lodge at Pebble
Beach in California. Watch style
icons, innovative prototypes, and
racing greats compete for the top
prize in the collector car world,
while you enjoy the camaraderie
of auto enthusiasts from around
the globe.
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Distribution Outlets in Apartments, Condos, Post Offices and Retail Automotive Outlets
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in 7 Western States (photo Auto News)
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dation

Presented Awards at
Monterey “Car Week”
August 2025

Honored Members of Legends of Auto

George Barris”

Beau Boeckmann
Bert Boeckmann
Bob Bondurant®

Sandra Button

Rita & Rick Case*

Corky Coker
Frank Corrente
Tom duPont
Vic Edelbrock™®

Rita Case, C.E.O. of Rick Case
Auto Group was recently

honored as the Philanthropic
“Dealer of the Year for2025”

Rita Case with egends of Auto Award at Rick Case Auto

Ryan Falconer
Jim Farley
Mark Fields

Henry Ford Family
Galpin Group Family

Ken Gross
Dan Gurney*
Lee lacocca®
Craig Jackson
Lyn Hiner

Group Headquarters honored in Monterey

Legends of Auto Gala Event attendees at dinner during
presentations at previous event.

Tim McGrane
Bruce Meyer
Peter Mullin®
Roger Penske
Pierre Ford Family
Stewart Reed
Steve Saleen
Carroll Shelby*®
Danny Sullivan
*Departed Legends

Lyn St. James
Parnelli Jones
Ed Justice Jr.

Jay Leno

Ken Lingenfelter
Keith Martin
Barry Meguiar
Bruce McCaw
Dana Mecum

SEE - www.LegendsofAuto.com

Lyn Hiner, Artist, Honored

Lyn Hiner, with Legend of Auto Award in Monterey during
2025 "Car Week", has studios in San Clemente, CA and
Yokohama City, Japan SEE: www.lynhiner.com

Mission Statement 1o recognize and award individual accomplishments, that have significantly
advanced the auto industry around the world and to help develop the next generation of auto industry leaders.

Global Auto
News Expands

* Retail Location

* Direct Mail

* Email "Fast Blasts"
* Social Media

* Al Platforms

* Auto Show Events

by Bill McCallum

When you start on a journey
sometimes you have no idea when
or where it will end. That’s where [
was 40 years ago when the idea of
anautonewspaper was born. [ was
publishing 2 weekly newspapers
at the time “Uptown News” in
Bellevue WA and the Coal Creek
Newcastle News to the South. Both
papers had asmall auto sectionand
were growing. [ wasn’t a car guy
but I grew up in the business with
family members involved with
new car dealerships. I discussed
the idea of an auto newspaper with
Jim Hammond, the founder of the
Puget Sound Auto Dealers Asso-
ciation and the original organizer
of the Seattle Auto Show. He said
“go forit” and you can countonmy
support. Thus Puget Sound Auto
News was born. A few years later
we expanded to Eastern WA, and
Oregon and changed the name of
the paper to Northwest Auto News.

With Californiabeing the largest
new car marketinthe U.S. that was
the next big step in our expansion
and another name change to Auto
News of America.

Enter Jay Leno. I first saw Jay
at a comedy club on Sunset Blvd.
shortly after we started circulating
our paper in LA. Jay was the “car
guy” that inspired me to expand
our reach to include car collectors
and collector car auctions. (see
back page ad) I watched Jay’s first
TONIGHT show and attended his
last TONIGHT show in person.

Nextchapter. From our launch in
Calif. we build a network of over
1,000 retail automotive distribu-
tion locations in four more states.
(Ariz, Nv. Id, & Mt) and changed
thename of our paperto GLOBAL
AUTO NEWS and launched our
online program. (www.autonew-
sonline.com) Currently we have
added a digital platform sending
out e-mail “fast blasts” reaching
over 500K auto enthusiasts, media
& PR firms, OEM’s and car col-
lectors.

Foundation
Donations

by check
mailed to:

Auto News

Foundation
P.0.Box 3327
Bellevue, WA

98009
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The Ford Expedition Tremor is for Buyers Who Need Full-
Size SUV Practicality, but want Real Off-Road Capability

The 2025 Ford Expedition
Tremor takes everything people
love about Ford’s full-size SUV
and injects it with genuine off-
road capability. If the standard
Expedition is built for family road
trips and towing duty, the Tremor
is built for families who don’t
stop when the pavement ends.
Off-Road Muscle Meets Full-
Size Comfort

Under the hood, the Expedition
Tremor packs Ford’s 3.5-liter
EcoBoost twin-turbo V6, produc-
ing a healthy 440 horsepower and
510 1b-ft of torque. That’s serious
power for an SUV this size, and it

10 Years in the Making:
Evergreen Ford’s

New Issaquah
Facility Set to

Open March 2027

After more than a decade of

planning, development,
overcoming challenges,

in March 2027.

The project has been years in
the making, with development
efforts and permitting discussions
dating back well over 10 years.
Now, the long-awaited state-of-
the-art Ford and Lincoln facility
is nearing reality and promises to
dramatically expand Evergreen
Ford’s ability to serve custom-
ers throughout the Eastside and

greater Seattle region.

We recently caught up with
Sean Bell, COO of Cam Clark
Automotive Group and General
at Evergreen Ford,
who shared his excitement about
finally bringing the project to

Manager

completion.

“We are so excited to be bring-
ing this to completion in Issaquah
with over 10 years in develop-
ment,” Bell said. “Big thank
you to Dan Rowe, the previous
owner, for all the challenges he
overcame with the new location.
We wouldn’t have been able to do

it without him.”

The new facility will feature
over 50 service bays, signifi-
cantly expanding service capac-
ity for Ford and Lincoln custom-

€r18S.

“We will finally have the facil-
ity to allow us to best take care
of our guests, including the most
amazing Lincoln location,” Bell

added.

Evergreen Ford says prepara-
tion for the move has already
been underway for over a year,
and the dealership is actively
hiring both technicians and sales

staff ahead of the opening.

“We have bays for technicians
NOW — we need salespeople

122

now

The opening marks one of the
most significant dealership devel-
opments in the Pacific Northwest
in recent years and represents a
major investment in the future of
automotive retail and service in

Issaquah.

Ever-
green Ford is finally set to open
its brand-new Issaquah location

shows. Acceleration is strong and
confident, especially when merg-
ing or passing, and the 10-speed
automatic transmission keeps
things smooth and responsive.
This isn’t just a cosmetic pack-
age. The Tremor gets real off-
road hardware:
* Unique suspension tuning
* Increased ground clearance
* 33-inch all-terrain tires
¢ Trail Control (low-speed off
road cruise control)
* Rock Crawl mode
* Steel skid plates protecting
critical components
The front end features bold

and

57217

orange Tremor accents and tow
hooks that make it clear this isn’t
your typical suburban hauler.
BigonSpace, Biggeron Capability
Inside, the Expedition Tremor
remains every bit the full-size
SUV. There’s generous seating
for up to eight passengers, with
ample legroom in all three rows.
Cargo space is massive — perfect
for road trips, camping gear, or
hauling sports equipment.
Technology is modern and
intuitive, highlighted by a large
center touchscreen with Ford’s
SYNC system, wireless Apple
CarPlay and Android Auto, and a

Evergreen Ford Lincoln

230th AVE SE

issaquah

fully digital gauge cluster. It feels
high-tech without being over-
whelming.
Towing remains a major strength,
with capacity that can exceed
9,000 pounds when properly
equipped. Boats, trailers, or toy
haulers are well within its com-
fort zone.
How It Drives

Despite its size, the Expedi-
tion Tremor drives with surpris-
ing composure. Steering is light
enough for daily use, yet stable
at highway speeds. On rough
terrain, the suspension soaks up
bumps impressively well for such

a large SUV.

It’s big— there’s no hiding that
— but Ford has done an excellent
job making it manageable.

Final Thoughts

The 2025 Ford Expedition
Tremor is for buyers who need
full-size SUV practicality but
want real off-road credibility. It
blends power, technology, tow-
ing strength, and trail capability
into one commanding package.

If you want an SUV that can
haul your family in comfort dur-
ing the week and tackle mountain
trails on the weekend, the Expe-
dition Tremor is hard to ignore.

Opening
March 2027
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70% SALE RATE AT OUR LAST AUCTION - DON'T WAIT, BOOK YOUR
SPOT NOW! The MSCormick family invites you lo Iheir B0th oudion fealuring
aver 400) anfique, classic, exofic, musdle, sports and special interest aufas
Ask for Keith, Jason or our friendly office staff to answer

your questions (760) 320-3290,

WHERE TO 5TAY

Call cur host hoitel at the Hillon Palm Springs a1 760.320,6868

and use proma code “MUCC" for special room rates. Also visit
YocationPalmSprings.com for more oplions

SFONSORED BY

LOWEST ENTRY FEES IN THE BUSINESS AND ONLY 6% SELL FEE

Friday, Saturday and Sunday Lats are $300, 5400 for prime time and $600 for MECOR,M]CK S/
covered canopy lofs. No numbers will be reserved withou! consignment fee being PALM SPRINGS

paid in kill. Yisa, Mastercard and AMEX are accepted. Positions will be filled on (LEEL#;‘EEEEH
firstcome, firstserved basis. To reserve the position you desire, give our office a - ¥

call al 760.320.3290 with your credit card handy. You may specily the cars you're OUR MAIN OFFICE
entering at a later date. Entry fees are REFUNDABLE less $50 handling fee it 244 North Indian Canyon Dr,
you nofify us in writing 14 days prior fo the auction. Color photogrophs may be Palm Springs, CA 92262

included in our exclusive color brochure. We sirictly limit the number of positions
ovailable in this three-day even! of 500 cars. COMMISSION STRUCTURE: FLAT

&% OF SALES PRICE (One of fhe lowes! in the business). BOOK YOUR SPOT AUCTION LOCATION
EARLY FOR BEST PLACEMENT - CALL (760) 320-3290 The Palm Springs
Conventlion Center
‘277 N Avenida Cobolleros

Find us on

WWW, com ' Facebook Palm Springs, CA 92262




