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The Toyota Sequoia was one 
of the first “Big Boy SUV’s” to 
hit American shores decades ago.

This 3 row SUV has remained 
a popular seller for Toyota for 
decades with minor changes and 
upgrades. New for 2019 is a TRD 
Sport trim with black 20-inch alloy 
wheels.

My test drive was during the 
set-up for our Legends of Auto 
Gala 10 Year Anniversary event 

in Monterey, CA and the large 
cargo space came in handy. With 
seating for 8 the Sequoia served 
as the Team Auto News taxi for 
our Legends event. See - www.
legendsofauto.com

With a 5.7L 381 hp V8 engine 
we had more than enough power 
to get us from Seaside, to Carmel, 
to Pebble Beach, and back to Mon-
terey in a hurry as we set up for 
our event. With 10 standard safety 

features including; rear backup 
cameras, blind spot monitoring, 
front and rear parking assist sen-
sors, and Anti-theft systems we felt 
safe as we picked up valuable silent 
auction items for our Legends of 
Auto Gala.

If your looking for a big 8 passen-
ger SUV with lots of room for gear 
and packed with safety features 
you should test drive the Sequoia 
SUV at your nearest Toyota dealer.

$2.00

It was a busy week for Team Auto News 
and Jim Farley, Ford President, at Weather 
Tech Laguna SECA Race Track and 
Concours d’Elegance in Pebble Beach
by Bill McCallum

It was another busy week for 
Team Auto News at this years 
Pebble Beach Concours d’ Ele-
gance. Our team arrived on Sunday 
this year to setup up for the thurs-
day night Ten Year Anniversary of 
our Legends of Auto Gala Dinner. 
(See page 10 photos). 160 guests 
attended our Gala Dinner and 
listened to stories from current 
and previously honored Legends 
(Page 1 photo) Wednesday night 
we attended Gordon and Molly 
McCall’s Jet Center Party. Friday 
we spent the day at the Weather 
Tech Laguna Seca race track visit-
ing old friends. Saturday we visited 
the Exotics on Broadway (Seaside) 
and Sunday we were also visiting 
old friends and checking out the 
cars on the 18th hole at the Pebble 
Beach Concours d’ Elegance.

Both Saturday and Sunday I had 
a chance to visit with Jim Farley. 
President of Ford Motor Co. I 
have known Jim since his days 

Legends of Auto Honors Lyn St. James, Ed Justice Jr., Corky
Coker, Barry Meguiar, Beau Boeckmann, Galpin Auto
Group, Dana Mecum,  Founder Mecum Auctions, Rita and
Rick Case, Case Auto Group, Steve Saleen, Saleen Car Co.,
and Ryan Falconer, Engine Builder at Monterey Gala Dinner 

as an executive with Toyota. Jim 
was Alan Mulally’s first executive 
hire when he (Alan) was brought 
in as CEO to save Ford Motor 
Company. Alan with Jim’s help 
turned Ford around, then Jim was 
sent to Europe as President where 
he helped turn around Ford of 
Europe.  Then Jim was brought 
back to the U. S. as a President. His 
schedule during Concours week 
indicates how this multi-tasker is 
one of the best executives in the 
auto industry. Midweek testing 
his Shelby GTO on the Laguna 
Seca race track. Saturday between 
races speaking at a Shelby Corral 
lunch.  Sunday up at 5 am for 
Dawn Patrol as they moved his 
concours car on the  18th hole at 
the Pebble Beach Golf Club. (see 
photo below) Then off to act as a 
Concours judge in the afternoon. 
“Jim, nice meeting your wife and 
daughter on Sunday at Pebble and 
hope to see you “down-the-road” 
as they say in  the auto industry.”
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Jr., Corky Coker, Barry Meguiar Bottom Row: Beau Boeckmann, Dana Mecum, Rita and 
Rick Case, Steve Saleen, Ryan Falconer  (photo by Joyce Chow)

The Toyota Sequoia is a Giant 
Tree In a Forest of SUVs . . . . . !

Toyota Sequoia parked at Historic Monterey Wharf During Concours Classic Car Week  
(photo Auto News)

Jim Farley, Ford President with his wife Lia and daughter 
with his Concours Car at Pebble Beach
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Two recent conversations with
new car owners led to this edi-
torial

One with a doctor at a car show 
who just bought a new BMW and 
another with a pilot I sat next to 
who was “ dead-heading “ back 
to LA from Seattle who had just 
bought a new Range Rover. Both 
loved their new vehicles, but both 
said “ ................... I will never 
buy another new vehicle.”  The 
reason “...... to much technology 
I never use and it takes to much 
time to understand.” (500 to 600 
page technology manual included 
in each vehicle)

Two questions I would ask 
automakers. 1- Is this a growing 
trend? 2- Should Automakers  
do more research to determine if 
their buyers really want to con-
nect with everything in their life 
while driving a car? The answer 
to the first question is YES. The 
answer to the second question is 
MAYBE.

Both answers could spell 
TROUBLE for the auto industry 
in the mid to long term. While I 
remove “safety technology”  from 
these examples, do we really want 
to connect with everything and 
everyone in our life while driving, 
or like me I want to DISCON-
NECT from everyone and every-
thing while driving. Time will tell.

See: page 20 book review, 
Never Stop Driving: A Better 
Life Behind The Wheel
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Row after row of elegant clas-
sic cars lined the fairway with the 
Monterey Bay as a backdrop. It 
was a picture perfect storybook 
day for the 69th annual Pebble 
Beach Concours d’Elegance, the 
world’s premier celebration of the 
finest automobiles at famed Pebble 
Beach Golf Course, the finale of 
Monterey Car Week in Monterey, 
California. 

Seeing history before your 
very eyes, it’s as if you stepped 
into today’s Great Gatsby era as 
you walk along museum worthy 
car collections. It’s a leisurely 
day as people peruse with wine 
in hand, reviewing their favorite 
cars, and simply enjoying the 
moments walking the fairway. 
Overlooking the show field are 
suites including Aston Martin, 
Bentley, Genesis, McLaren, 
Mercedes-Benz, Porsche, Rolls-
Royce with hospitality worthy of 
being southern hospitality.

Cars from around the world 
compete in 29 different classes 
including American Antique, 
European Antique, Packard Open, 
Duesenberg, Rolls-Royce Prewar, 
Mercedes-Benz Prewar, Ferrari 
Grand Touring and Historic Hot 
Rod Cover Cars. The cars are 
showcased on the show floor of 
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The newly stylized Corolla 
hatchback debuted in 2019 with 
promises of providing looks 
to remove the boring image of 
Toyota models.  This is the first 
time the Corolla has offered a 
hybrid to complete the Corolla 
line to the expectations of cus-
tomers that look forward to no 
less from the company that leads 
the world in hybrid vehicles.

I tested the 2020 Toyota 
Corolla Hybrid with the base 
LE trim.  The base MSRP of this 
model begins at $22,950.  Not 
bad compared to the best selling 
hybrid model in the world, the 
Prius, that begins at $24,700.  It 
is powered by the same DOHC 
16-valve 1.8-liter Atkinson-cycle 
inline four with a pair of electric 
motors like the ones used in the 
Prius.  There is also a 1.3-kWh 
battery stored beneath the rear 
seats.  The system as a whole 
produces 121 horsepower and 
105 lb-ft of torque.

The new hybrid comes with 
automatic climate control, an 
8.0-inch touchscreen infotain-
ment system and LED headlights.  
This base model LE doesn’t lack 
creature comforts to interfere 
with various surprise and delight 
features.  Trunk space, 11-cubic-
feet, is spacious enough for day-
to-day tasks.

With all the experience that 
Toyota has had with hybrids, 

If you are in the market for a 
compact hybrid, but you can’t 
stand the look of the Toyota Prius, 
check out the Honda Insight. The 
Insight offers great gas mileage 
(49 mpg) and styling that looks 
like it was designed for adults.

Although the Insight shares 
its platform with the Civic, the 
styling draws a lot from the 
midsize Accord. The grille, in 
particular, is almost the spitting 
image of the Accord’s, but on a 
slightly smaller scale. The nearly 
fastback roofline also mimics 
that of its larger sibling. This is 
a well- designed sedan with a lot 
of appeal. My test car received 
numerous favorable comments.

The interior of my test car 
also garnered praise. Perforated 
leather seats in my Touring 
model, and a cleanly designed 
dash with a soft-touch covering, 
made it look upscale. The large 
touchscreen on the dash delivered 
clear graphics, and was reason-
ably easy to operate. The info-
tainment system now includes 
Apple Carplay and Android Auto. 
However, there were a couple of 
nits to pick. The push-button gear 
selector on the console seems 
contrived, and the LaneWatch 
system, which Honda uses in 

2019 Mitsubishi Outlander PHEV 
GT S

The new Mitsubishi Outlander 
has had a nice face lift to include 
updates to security and safety 
features.  Let’s start with the 
efficiency the 12 Kwh battery 
gives this vehicle with a 74 
MPGe rating.  The plug in hybrid 
feature is convenient and the 
Outlander looks sharp with a new 
front end design modification.  
Nineteen safety and security 
features include Traction Control 
Logic, Active Stability Control, 
Hill Start Assist, Tire Pressure 
Monitoring, Forward Collision 
Mitigation, Blind Spot Warning, 
Lane Departure Warning, Acoustic 
Vehicle Alert, and a sophisticated 
airbag system.  The Outlander has 
a stable and particularly quiet ride 
and features a key passive entry 
system with push button start 
and panic feature.  Spice up your 
summer with a test drive today!

1882 136th Pl NE, Bellevue, WA 98005

(425) 646-3111

LamborghiniBellevue.com

Northwest Headquarters

for Luxury
New and Pre-owned Vehicles

Saleen 
Custom 
Magnets

New

Come join Saleen at the show. Featuring 
Saleen’s, Ford, Lincoln, Mercury and Euro Fords.  
Cars, parts, tools, memorabilia, collectibles and 
more will be for sale, as well as the latest and 
greatest products.  Checkout our Upcoming 
Events at saleen.com

Shop our selection of Saleen accessories, parts and memorabilia 
at teamsaleenstore.com

Post in members-only forums 
Upload photos and list your 
Mustangs’ specs and mods
Create Photo Albums for your cars.
Buy and Sell Parts
Access Saleen Members-Only 
News and Forums
Special Invites to Events
Special Discounts on items 
through out the year

Join the Team Saleen Club
Receive Club Kit with;
Team Saleen Member Card, Team Saleen 
Shirt, Saleen Tire Gauge, Saleen Enamel Pin, 
Saleen Pen, Team Saleen Drawstring Bag.

Saleen Registry
 The Saleen Registry covers all 
Saleen models manufactured 
from 1984-current in one 
unified registry.  The general 
purpose of the registry is to 
help maintain the authenticity 
and ownership history of every 
Saleen for posterity.  Moreover, 
the Saleen registry will help 
Saleen better understand who 
owns our vehicles today and 
where they are at.   This will aid 
us in better communicating 
with and supporting Saleen 
owners in everything from 
events to replacement parts 
and technical assistance.

See Page 18 – Saleen S1 Race Series
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In a game changing move, 
MAG Auctions of Nevada and 
Silver Auctions of Arizona have 
joined forces! Beginning this year, 
Silver Auctions of Arizona will 
do business under the MAG Auc-
tions brand through a partnership 
between owners Mike Oberle and 
long time car dealer Emmett Rice. 
About Motorsport Auction Group 
(MAG Auctions):

MAG Auctions is a Nevada auc-
tion company has been in business 
since 2015, specializing in classic 
cars, special interest vehicles, and 
memorabilia. Its’ premier auction 
is the Collector Car Auction held 
during Hot August Nights in Reno. 
In total, MAG has been in busi-
ness for 4 years and built itself 
to be a player in the auto auction 
industry through its dedication 
to its’ principal values: Honesty, 
Integrity, and Dedication to their 
Clients. 

At most MAG Auction events 
between 500 and 600 vehicles are 
auctioned off.

Jordan Williams
millennial writer

Want a Jeep and a truck? That’s 
what the new Gladiator is – a 
midsize pickup built by Jeep with 
all the ability and attitude you 
expect from a Wrangler – and 
it’s here now.   

Walking up to the Gladiator it’s 
instantly recognizable as a Jeep. 
The Jeep design team kept the 
Wrangler front-end in its entirety. 
Its only when you peak around 
the side that you see the bed. Of 
course from a marketing point 
of view the unique design of a 
Jeep is one of its greatest assets; 
so basing the truck on this iconic 
look is just good business.  

However, the 5-foot bed on 
this truck is not just welded onto 
the standard Wrangler frame. No, 
the Gladiator’s body-on-frame 
design offers the same four doors, 
but on a stretched frame 31 inches 
longer than the Wrangler. The 
wheelbase is also 19.4 inches 
longer and the rear axle and sus-
pension setup borrows heavily 
from the Ram 1500. This engi-
neering mix was necessary to hit 
the payload and towing numbers 
that the Jeep people envisioned.  

In the second year of this gen-
eration Terrain, GMC is offering 
a Black Edition: taking advan-
tage of the current popularity of 
blacked-out trim and wheels. 

GMC offers this package only 
on SLE and SLT trim levels. With 
it you get 19-in. gloss-black alu-
minum wheels, a darkened grille 
insert. The cars also feature a 
black surround, black mirror caps, 
roof rails and black exterior model 
and trim badging.

Beyond that, the car is similarly 
equipped to the other, more color-
ful, versions. 

Looking at the Terrain from the 
outside, the current thinking on 
GM’s crossover design is clear. 
While these vehicles are reminis-
cent of sport utility vehicles, now 
they communicate that they are 
spacious vehicles which aren’t 
trucks. That’s what buyers want, 
and GM is ensuring that they know 
the Terrain should fit the bill.

It is a strong looking vehicle. 
The front face makes it clear this 
is a GMC product. The roofline 
and greenhouse make it look like 
there’s plenty of room inside, 

GMC Terrain
Offers All-New
Black Edition

David Schmidt
feature writer

continued on page 7

About last year at the time, 
author Jessica Tyler of Busines-
sinsider.com introduced us to a 2 
plus million dollar SUV designed 
in Beijing by IAT automotive 
technology that is - or can be - not 
only bulletproof, but cut like a 
diamond.  It’s been described as 
a piece of art and showcases the 
peak of evolution combined with 
advanced technology in the auto 
manufacturing industry. - Just 
look at the image!

Named the Karlman King, it 
was showcased at the 2017 Dubai 
Auto Show. A visit to the Karl-
man King website details that 
the inspiration for the top of the 
line automobile came from the 
falcon. Each Karlman is designed 
by a team of 1800 people and 
the company›s goal is to have a 
unique collection of these cars, 12 
at first to be exact, throughout the 
world. Enough about the incred-
ible exterior.

The interior looks like a record-
ing studio, movie or sound room 
and is said to be luxurious and 
finely detailed. It has also been 
described as looking like the 

Sally Hanson, Auto News fea-
ture writer for the past 30 years, 
continues her visits to National 
Parks in press vehicles to give 
readers a view of new automotive 
offerings as well as an insight to 
our beautiful National Parks. 
Sally is scholarship co-chair of 
the Northwest Automotive Press 
Association.
by Sally Hanson

After driving our Toyota RAV4 
Hybrid around Washington State 
for almost a year, my husband 
and I headed to Colorado for a 
10-day road trip to explore parts 
of the state we’ve wanted to see. 
It was the perfect opportunity to 
road test the RAV4 in the Rocky 
Mountains and check out its 
capabilities touring and carrying 
passengers with lots of luggage.

Last fall I reluctantly traded 
in my luxury sedan for my Elec-
tric Storm Blue RAV4 because 
the compact-crossover SUV 
was more practical for Eastern 
Washington living. In February, 
I became really glad I owned the 
RAV4 because we experienced 
six weeks of record-breaking 
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Toyota’s Highlander was a 
pioneer in the midsize crossover 
SUV category 17 years ago 
becoming the class benchmark. 
The third-generation model 
entered its fourth last year, seat-
ing up to eight, with a choice of 
three powertrains and four model 
grades, all adding up to an ideal 
family vehicle. 

The 3.5-liter DOHC, 24-valve 
V-6 with dual VVT-I delivers 231 
horsepower and 215 pound feet 
of torque. The Hybrid System 
is coupled to an electronically 
controlled automatic transmis-
sion with intelligence in three 
variants depending on the engine 
and drive configuration. The 
Hybrid features a Continuously 
Variable Transmission (CVT) 
with a planetary gear unit for 
gear reduction and power split-
ting; electronic all-wheel drive 
control system. AWD-i models 
are equipped with front and rear 
electric drive motors. 

The Hybrid System delivers 
280 horsepower (209 kW) with 
three permanent magnet Motor 
Generators – 650V max voltage. 
Max output MG2=167 hp (123 
kW) / 247 lb. ft torque / MG3= 
68 hp (50 kW) / 103 ft-lb. torque. 
Sealed nickel metal hydride bat-
tery pack with 288V nominal 
voltage and 45 kW Max power 
output. The System yields an 
impressive EPA fuel rating of 
27 mpg city/28mpg highway/28 
mpg combined, best in class for a 
three row mid-size SUV. Towing 
capacity is 3,500 pounds. 

Visually, the 2018 Toyota 
Highlander Hybrid was a car-
ryover from the 2017 model 
year, bowing with a bolder and 
more dynamic exterior persona, 
featuring a lower, sleeker roofline 
and narrowed “A” pillar. It has 
grown in length by approximately 
three inches while the width was 
increased one-half inch. Up front, 
the hood merges with the stylish 
trapezoidal grille, wraparound 
headlamps and deeply chiseled 
and pronounced fenders, deliv-
ering a bolder, more athletic 
appearance. 

The aft end finishes with a 
height-adjustable rear lift-gate 
with an available one-touch 
power open/close and driver 
selectable memory height set-
tings. The taillights and bumper 
display both style and strength. 
An integrated rear roof spoiler 
lip hints at performance. 

The 2018 Toyota Highlander 
Hybrid benefited from a premium 
interior design with advanced 
technological features, offering 
spaciousness for up to eight 
occupants, with an extensive 
array of standard comfort, con-
venience and technology features 
and equipment. There are no 
significant changes for the 2019 
model year.

All Highlanders feature an 
LCD in-meter-cluster Multi-

2019 may be a big year for 
Lincoln. The new styling has made 
a huge difference in the Lincoln 
line-up. Adding new models this 
year will help move the needle at 

Infiniti is in the midst of what 
it calls a “strategic restructuring,” 
which includes going all-in on 
electrification, withdrawing from 
Europe, axing the QX30 small 

Michelle Hale
asia correspondent

continued on page 6
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Subaru has clearly been on the 
forefront of pet safety and a trail-
blazer in supporting pet-focused 
charities for years. In fact, pets are 
an integral part of the company’s 

Something strange is happen-
ing. Car manufacturers are issuing 
a flood of plug-in hybrid cars. You 
are spoiled for choice with Mini, 
BMW, Skoda, Volvo, Porsche, 

* Excludes all options, taxes, title, registration, transportation charge and dealer prep fee. Options shown. Not all options are available in the U.S. For a full offering and pricing 
information, visit your local Mercedes-Benz Vans dealership.

The All New 2019 Sprinter
Starting at

$33,790*

Mercedes-Benz of Lynnwood
17800 Highway 99, Lynnwood, WA 98037

www.MBLynnwood.com
425-673-0505
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have revealed how far they are 
behind Tesla in pure electric by 
bringing out what are essentially 
copies of Tesla powertrains from 
six years ago but not all. Hyundai, 
Kia, for example, has one-year 
waiting lists for its excellent pure-
electric cars. They will clear that 
delay, releasing pent-up demand. 
Others will rapidly copy that 
success.”

“Well-funded start-ups go 
straight to pure electric. Tesla 
Roadster will have 1000 kilome-
tres range matching gasoline: it 
will then become commonplace. 
Those buying internal combus-
tion vehicles hope the city and 
country bans will not apply to 
hybrids, but they face increasing 
range anxiety from the number of 
gas stations plummeting – down 
90% in the UK in recent years 
for example as charging stations 
increase. They have financial 
anxiety from dropping resale 
values.”

Harrop concludes, “There is 
absolutely nothing to reverse 

it will sell and deliver cars nation-
wide online. The company aims to 
sell tens of thousands of Polestar 
2 vehicle globally.

“We looked at what are the 
towns that we need to be in as a 
first start,” Goodman said. “So we 
looked at Los Angeles, San Fran-
cisco, Orange County, and the one 
that always came out as well was 
Seattle. When you look at the EV 
infrastructure, when you look at 
the way the town is embracing new 
tech and everything else, it seems 
an obvious place for us to come.”

As Bob Bondurant retired after 
50 years of running his racing 
school, and potential new owners 
entered  their bids for the new 
ownership of the Bondurant 
School of Performance Driving,  
Florida resident Bruce Belser and 
his business partners delivered 
the winning bid. Bruce a former 
airline pilot and racing enthusiast 
has already moved to Phoenix and is 
on-the-ground at the racing school.  
The school was operational during 
the transition.

In an interview at the Weather 
Tech Laguna Seca Race Track 
during Concours Week, Bruce 
said “........ we will continue 

dropping market share for plug-in 
hybrids leading to decline in sales 
numbers. Indeed, with new inputs, 
we have just revised our forecasts 
down to show plug-in car sales at 
zero in 2030. Technologically they 
are becalmed while pure-electric 

Bruce Besler and Partners
Buy Bondurant Racing School

the tradition Bob built over the 
last 50 years and add some new 
programs.” Bruce has added Drag 
Racing to the school’s portfolio of 
programs. They are also working 
on an off-road program. The 
school is adding new instructors 
including Mike McGovern and 
Danny Bullock both with over 
20 years of experience. Bryan 
Shaffer a military and government 
consultant has also joined the 
Belser team. The FCA Dodge 
Challenger and Charger are still 
the official vehicles of the school 
and the school will be open 7 days 
a week. For additional info contact:  
Bondurant Racing School.

is evolving fast – from camper 
mode to solar versions that never 
plug in.”

For more information contact 
research@IDTechEx.com or visit 
www.IDTechEx.com/Research/
EV

Research Says: More Models but “No Future for Plug-in Hybrids”
Mercedes and others joining in. 
The fundamentals are all against 
them. Those offering the most 
desirable pure electric cars – those 
with the longest range and three 
times the resale value – have long 
waiting lists but they will catch up. 
No long wait for a plug-in hybrid.  
GM abandoned its Volt plug-in 
hybrid. Many users report two 
types of range anxiety: a small bat-
tery and a small gas tank. The UK 
withdrew PHEV support because 
people never plugged them in, 
benefitting the environment, not 
at all. Consequently, although 
plug-in hybrid sales have been 
rising, their market share has been 
dropping since 2013 (IDTechEx 
and BNEF).

Dr. Peter Harrop led the IDTe-
chEx team producing the new 
report, “Electric Vehicles 2020-
2030” with EV forecasts in 100 
categories. He says “Traditional 
automotive companies wish to 
keep the internal combustion 
engine going for a bit longer. Many 

Polestar, an electric car brand 
jointly owned by Sweden’s Volvo 
Car Group and China’s Zhejiang 
Geely Holding, will launch its 
second car and first all-electric 
vehicle in the city next year. Seattle 
was the first stop on Polestar’s road 
show with the new car Wednesday 
ahead of retail store openings 
mid-2020.

The four-door sedan will cost 
U.S. customers $55,500. The 
company is focusing its U.S. sales 
in California cities and in Seattle, 
Global Chief Operating Officer 
Jonathan Goodman said, though 
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processing for all types of motorsport events ranging from small social 
gatherings to the world’s largest participatory motorsport events.

“MotorsportReg is simply the best at what they do,” said Hagerty CEO 
McKeel Hagerty. “It’s how millions of people connect with their passion, 
whether it’s track days, autocross, road rallies, driving tours, vintage races 
or local car club events. Our goal is to enhance what they already do and 
make the experience of getting behind the wheel even easier and more 
immersive.”

MotorsportReg.com is used by millions of motorsports fans and by 
1,300 clubs, racetracks and sanctioning bodies to manage 40,000 events 
and 2 million registrations. Included in the sale is MotorsportReg.com’s 
popular “RaceHero” app, which brings everything about race day to your 
pocket in a fun, social way. RaceHero lets users access entry lists, sched-
ules, live timing and results from any device.  

MotorsportReg.com founder Brian Ghidinelli said he and the rest of the 
team are staying in place. “We’re all excited about this,” he said. “With 
Hagerty’s resources and expertise behind us, we can speed up our strate-
gic vision of connecting event organizers and participants to live out their 
passion for all forms of motorsport.”

Event organizers, he added, won’t see any change to service or data 
agreements but will benefit from Hagerty’s passion for motorsports. 
“Hagerty’s audience is 10 times larger than ours, which organizers will 
love because it means many more people will see their event listings. 
We’ll also be growing our team to improve our products, and expand our 
famous high-touch support.”

MotorsportReg’s customers include North America’s largest enthu-
siast clubs, including Sports Car Club of America (SCCA), BMW Car 
Club of America (BMW CCA), Porsche Club of America (PCA), Super-
Karts! USA (SKUSA), MotoAmerica, Canadian Automobile Sport Clubs 
Ontario Region, Street Survival and Circuit of the Americas.
About Hagerty

Hagerty is an automotive lifestyle brand dedicated to the love and pro-
tection of driving, and the world’s largest provider of specialty insurance 
to vintage vehicle enthusiasts. Hagerty is home to: 

Hagerty Drivers Club, the world’s largest community for automotive 
enthusiasts.

The Hagerty Valuation Tool, the gold standard for classic vehicle cur-
rent values and market trend insights.

Hagerty, the magazine, which is among the highest circulation car 
magazines in the country.

“The Barn Find Hunter,” one of the most popular automobile focused 
shows on YouTube with nearly 700,000 subscribers.

Hagerty Plus, the industry’s most comprehensive roadside service.
DriveShare, the nation’s only peer-to-peer classic vehicle rental mar-

ketplace.
About MotorsportReg

Created in 2003 as a prototype for a single car club in San Francisco, 
MotorsportReg.com is a membership, licensing and event management 
system that helps automate tasks, improve accuracy and grow participa-
tion. It is now used by more than 1,300 clubs, racetracks and sanctioning 
bodies to manage 40,000 events and 2 million registrations and by mil-
lions of motorsport enthusiasts to find and register for events.

continued from page 4

continued on page 10

Polestar Press Event in Seattle  (photo Auto News)
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All-New Jeep
Gladiator
“First Drive”
by 
Howard 
Elmer

Payload is a hefty 1,600 lb and 
the tow rating is a class-leading 
7,650 lb.   These numbers should 
appeal to any recreational hauler 
as well as the Jeep enthusiast. This 
is a real truck, with all the right 
capacities.

My first drive in the Gladiator 
came in Northern California; 
which didn’t seem like much of 
a workout – at least that’s what I 
thought when I was first invited.  
However, once there, three days 
of steady, cold rain turned the off-
road site that Jeep had prepared 
into a nasty mud-pit.  

Once on site the first thing I 
noted was the clearance. The 
Gladiator has 11.1-inches of 
ground clearance complemented 
with an under mounted spare tire 
that is tucked up above the rear 
axle. This is the reason for the 
rather shallow truck-bed. On the 
other hand this design makes it 
possible to reach the cargo bed 
anywhere along its length.  

Because the Gladiator is avail-
able with the same trim pack-
ages as the Wrangler (Sport S, 
Overland and Rubicon) it is 
progressively more aggressive in 
the off-road arena as you move 
up to the Rubicon outfit. These 
were the units we churned the 
mud with in California. These 
Gladiator/Rubicon trucks came 
with a Rock-Trac 4x4 system 
with a “4LO” ratio of 4:1; Dana 
44 axles; Tru-Lock electric front- 
and rear-axle lockers, Trac-Lok 
limited-slip differential and 
sway-bar disconnect. The truck 
has standard front and rear tow 
hooks, skid plates and steel bum-
pers that are winch-ready from 
the factory. The Rubicon version 
comes with 33-inch off-road tires 
giving it up to 30-inchs of water 
fording ability. 

As rain bore down steadily, the 
ruts on the off-road deepened till 
driving was more like running 
on train tracks. Once in the ruts 
the Gladiator steered itself – I 
just keep the accelerator down 
negotiating the hills and rocks. 
Though it dragged its belly it 
never got stuck despite the ever 
worsening conditions. On the 
steep slopes I also got to use a 
new safety feature – a TrailCam 
that projects images from the nose 
of the truck – it let me peak over 
the lip of hills on-screen; while 
out the windshield all I could see 
was hood and sky. 

Powering this truck is the 
long serving Pentastar 3.6L V6. 
Matched to a six-speed manual 
an upgrade to an automatic trans-
mission gets you an eight-speed. 

continued from page 3

place of blind-spot warning, is 
not great. It projects a picture on 
the screen when you turn on the 
right-hand turn signal, but there’s 
nothing for the driver’s side.

The Insight is one of the largest 
compact sedans in its class. The 
cabin is really roomy. This is most 
evident in the backseat, where 
even six-footers have plenty of 
legroom. Headroom is not as 
generous, but it’s adequate. The 
trunk is surprising large, about as 
big as that in a midsize car, at 15.1 
cu-ft., thanks to the battery pack 
being stored under the backseat.

Under the hood, Honda equips 
the Insight with a 1.5-liter gas 
engine, an electric motor and a 
battery pack. Honda calls it its 
“two-motor hybrid” system. It 
primarily uses the electric motor 
and battery for propulsion, not 
the gas engine. The gas engine 
generates electricity for the bat-
tery pack, and comes into play 
when more power is needed. The 
Insight doesn’t use a conventional 
transmission, but relies on the 
hybrid system to provide the 
right amount of power when you 
need it. I found that the system 
worked just fine. My Insight 
accelerated briskly, and the cabin 
only became noisy when the gas 
engine cut in.

Honda Insight
Hybrid Test Drive

of Lynnwood
#1 Certified-Pre-Owned Sales Volume in WA State

425-673-0505  |  MBLynnwood.com

Honda Insight Hybrid  (photo Ed Barrett)Toyota Highlander Hybrid  (photo Arv Voss

continued from page 2

continued on page 19

Additional
Jeep Gladiator
Stories on: 9 & 21

Hybrid’s Hybrid Synergy Drive 
System operates seamlessly and 
is highly efficient, while accom-
modating the entire family with 
seating capability for up to eight, 
with gear. A panoramic moonroof 
is also available.

The Highlander comes with 
a Backup Camera and Toyota’s 
Entune audio systems. Upscale 
models offer advanced safety 
technologies such as Blind Spot 
Monitoring with Cross Traffic 
Alert, Rear Parking Assist Sonar, 
and an available Driver Technol-
ogy Package includes a Pre-Colli-
sion System with Dynamic Radar 
Cruise Control, Lane Departure 
Alert with Automatic High Beam 
Headlights and Safety Connect. 
Toyota Safety Sense P (TSS-P) 
driver-assist technology is now 
standard.

This latest iteration Highlander 
Hybrid handles spirited driving 
maneuvers deftly, and while not 
a sports car, it performs with 
surprising stability on the road, 
handling with an agile, on-center 
steering feel delivering a most 
comfortable ride quality. 

Considering the wide grade 
range in terms of equipment and 
feature content, the 2019 Toyota 
Highlander Hybrid presents itself 
as an ideal mid-size, three-row 
SUV. providing several choices 
for a variety of consumers. 

Bottom line, the Highlander 
Hybrid fills the bill as an outstand-
ing and luxurious Hybrid SUV.

Information Display, available 
in 3.5-inch black & white or 
4.2-inch color display. Ambient 
lighting is available around the 
front dash, which makes for a 
relaxing environment.

The 60/40 second row offers 
bench seating for three pas-
sengers or two captain’s seats 
that feature a collapsible side 
tray with cup holders for added 
convenience. The third-row 
has a standard recline function, 
enhancing comfort for up to three 
passengers. 

My 2019 Toyota Highlander 
Hybrid tester came in Limited 
Platinum trim and AWDi with 
a base sticker of $48,280 and a 
final total of $49,275 after factor-
ing in options plus the Delivery 
processing and Handling fee. The 
exterior was sprayed a metallic 
Predawn Gray Mica, while the 
interior was done in Saddle and 
Charcoal tones Black with matte 
finished wood trim accents on the 
doors and dash. 

SUMMARY: The 2019 Toyota 
Highlander Hybrid Limited Plati-
num continues with its bold and 
sleek styling, accompanied by 
enhanced interior appointments 
with upscale comfort levels, 
pleasing performance and oper-
ating efficiency. The Highlander 

Toyota Highlander
Hybrid Test Drive
continued from page 4

Behind the wheel, the Insight 
delivers predictable handling and 
a comfortable ride. The steering 
is nicely weighted, and provides 
decent feedback. The suspension, 
which is right out of the Civic, 
does its part by keeping the 
Insight well-balanced on twisty 
roads. Furthermore, this car 
smooths out bumps in the pave-
ment like a higher priced vehicle. 
My only disappointment was with 
the regenerative braking system, 
that didn’t seem to do much.

Honda offers the Insight in 
three levels of trim, LX, EX and 
Touring. The entry-level LX 
($23,725) is nicely equipped 
with LED headlights, Bluetooth 
connectivity, keyless ignition and 
the Honda Sensing safety system. 
Honda Sensing includes adaptive 
cruise control, lane-keeping assist 
and forward collision warning 
and mitigation. The EX ($24,955) 
adds an eight-speaker sound 
system, Sirius XM radio and 
remote start. The top-of-the-line 
Touring ($28,985) enhances the 
Insight with luxury touches like 
a moonroof, leather seats and a 
navigation system.

The Honda Insight does not 
sell in the numbers that the 
Toyota Prius does, but it offers 
traditional styling, fine driving 
dynamics and outstanding gas 
mileage. If you are shopping for 
a moderately priced hybrid, the 
Insight should be high on the list 
of cars you consider.
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size with its primary competition 
in the compact crossover segment. 

This includes Chevrolet’s Equi-
nox, which shares much with the 
Terrain. Others are the Toyota 
RAV4 and Honda CR-V, Mazda’s 
CX-5, Jeep Cherokee and the 
Ford Escape. Both Kia and Hyun-
dai are fighters in this segment, 
perhaps the most competitive seg-
ment of the crossover market.

The model I tested was the Ter-
rain SLT with all-wheel drive. My 
test car had the nice 2.0-liter tur-
bocharged four-cylinder engine. 
I would seriously recommend 

For all this opulence, the engine 
is a Ford F550 commercial cab 
chassis, complete with a lightly 
warmed up version of the standard 
6.8-liter V10 engine that boosts it 
up to 398 horsepower. The highest 
travel speed is 87 MPH - ya know 
all that bullet proof stuff. 

So what do you think? Will the 
world only see 12 of these? Or 

which there is. The interior is 
typical of this segment. Since it 
is a compact crossover there’s not 
so much cargo and people space 
to keep buyers for looking up to 
mid-sized version. But for the 
market it serves, it offers a com-
petitive amount of space. 

The interior looks good, although 
you’ll never decide you’re in 
a luxury vehicle. The seats are 
comfortable and there’s an airy feel 
to the cabin. The center screen works 
well to control the infotainment 
and other systems, providing an 
intuitive process. Apple CarPlay, 
Android Auto, and an onboard 
Wi-Fi hotspot are all standard.

I wasn’t much of a fan of the 
transmission buttons, although in 
today’s world of electronically 
controlled trannies, putting a huge 
lever in the middle of the console 
isn’t all that meaningful. But I 
would prefer a more clearly isolated 
and specific layout, to make the 
transmission selection easy and 
positive.

The interior reflects what this 
vehicle is, a capable smaller cross-
over to serve small families. This 
isn’t a tiny vehicle, as it’s 182.3-
in. long on a 107.3-in. wheelbase. 
It’s also 72.4-in. wide and 65.4-in. 
tall, putting it squarely in fighting 

cabin of a galactic Sheikh’s per-
sonal space ship -HaHa- by a sort 
of critic, Loz Blain at newatlas.
com, and available in various 
color schemes. It is outfitted with 
Playstation, satellite TV and a 
built in fridge. - Champagne 
anyone? - If you employ a driver, 
of course. 

many more? I have to say I was 
intrigued and LOVED the look, 
hence the story.

I would further love a test drive. 
Or even better, anybody want to 
buy me one? - Anybody? 

See you next time car aficio-
nados! 

I’ve enjoyed dreaming about my 
Karlman this edition.
See Photo on Page 26

GMC Terrain Test Drive by David Schmidt

Karlman King, A Two Million Dollar SUV

continued from page 3

continued from page 3

continued on page 8

GMC Terrain  (photo David Schmidt)

this engine. It produces 252 hp. 
and 260 lb.- ft. of peak torque. Its 
rated mileage is 26 mpg in the city 
and 30 mpg on the highway. 

The base engine for the Ter-
rain is a 1.5-liter turbocharged 
four-cylinder engine. This motor 
produces 170 hp. and 203 lb.- ft. 
of peak torque. Fuel efficiency is 
rated at 26 mpg in the city and 30 
mpg on the highway. 

The power from either engine 
goes through a nine-speed trans-
mission. This modern and capable 
tranny makes the best use of the 
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there is not much to work out 
in this new model.  The switch 
between battery and gas propul-
sion is smooth with the ability 
to pull away from a stoplight 
under electric power alone.  The 
powertrain occasionally makes a 
whirring noise when approach-
ing  stop lights that often gets 
your attention with a low siren 
sound.  No police vehicles in 
sight, however.

The new Corolla hybrid sur-
prises the industry by returning 
impressive miles per gallon 
numbers.  Long hiway runs came 
back with what I consider record 
breaking levels.  My best was 
58.6 mpg without any tricks or 
hyperdriving.  Around town mpg 
numbers in the high 40’s to low to 
middle 50 mile per gallon range.  
Total driving range can easily be 
in the 700 mile per tank range.  
This is an amazing example of 
what to expect from a well-done 
hybrid compared to a regular 
internal combustion power plant.

Safety and convenience fea-
tures have not been overlooked.  
Toyota Safety Sense 2.0 pre 
collision system with pedes-
trian detection, full speed range 
dynamic radar cruise control, 
lane departure alert with steering 
assist are some of the safety items 
that make this 2020 model part of 
the latest technology available. 

Electronic parking brake, star 
safety system, elect brake force 
distribution all add to the safety 
quotient.

Fabric six way adjustable 
driver’s seat, four way adjustable 
front passenger seat complete the 
inside story. Eight inch touch 
screen, six speakers hands free 
blue tooth, usb media port with 
one usb charge port are also 
included inside. Siri eyes free, 
with apple car play compatible.  
60/40 split fold down rear seat 
along with 7-inch color display.  

power it gets. Unfortunately, in the 
base engine that isn’t a really effec-
tive amount of power. While it will 
work for around-the-suburbs trips, 
on the highway the Terrain ben-
efits from the 2.0-liter engine.

However, the Terrain makes 
up for that sluggishness by being 
quite comfortable and quite 
inside. The MacPherson front and 
multilink rear suspension is tuned 
to make the ride smooth and calm, 
which it does. This isn’t a vehicle 
drivers are planning on throw-
ing around the mall parking lot, 
so that suspension pliability is a 
good thing. 

The Terrain’s offerings aren’t 
the least expensive of its competi-
tion, but GMC isn’t interested in 
being seen as a “value” product. 
As they say, they offer “profes-
sional-grade” vehicles. With that 
in mind, the prices for the Ter-
rain start at $26,195 for the SL, 
$29,295 for the SLE, $32,095 for 
SLT, and finally $38,995 for the 
Denali. The special Black edition 
costs $795. 

The model I tested was an SLT 
with AWD and plenty of options. 
Its list price was $40,500.

If you have any questions, com-
ments or ideas, please send them to 
comment@AutoWritersInk.com. 

continued from page 2

continued from page 7

GMC Terrain
Test Drive
by David Schmidt

Toyota Corolla Hybrid “Test Drive”

Toyota Corolla Hybrid  (photo Art Gould)

Automatic climate control with 
push button controls are a help-
ful addition.

Some interesting stats include 
the saving of $3500. savings in 
fuel costs over 5 years compared 
to the average new vehicle.  At the 
epa 52 mpg the annual fuel cost 
is $800. compared to gasoline 
pawed engines.

Check this out as hybrids when 
done correctly are starting to 
make more sense.  Many of the 
benefits of gas pawed without the 
electric vehicle delays.

With millions of drivers and 
pedestrians sharing the road, it’s 
more important than ever to help 
them do so safely. That’s why 
Volkswagen developed its Pedes-
trian Monitoring technology as 
part of its Front Assist system to 
help drivers stay aware of other 
road users.

The applied technology that 
makes Pedestrian Monitoring 
possible is a small radar, a narrow 
square a few inches on each side 
that discreetly fits behind the Volk-
swagen emblem on the front of the 
vehicle. Able to work in daylight or 
darkness, the radar sweeps points 
located in an area within about 35 
degrees and up to about 400 feet 
ahead of the vehicle hundreds of 
times per minute. The system then 
analyzes the data from the radar 
for the specific “signature” of 
pedestrians that are about to cross 
in front of the vehicle or walking 
away from the vehicle inside the 
vehicle’s path.

If the car is traveling at a speed 
between about 4 and 18.6 mph, 
and the Pedestrian Monitoring 
detects movement in front of the 
vehicle, the system applies auto-
matic braking to slow or stop itself 
to help avoid a collision, using a 
precise amount of braking force. 
At speeds between 18.6 and 40 
mph, the Pedestrian Monitoring 
system sends both audible and 
visual alerts to the driver – and if 
the driver does not respond, then 
automatic braking engages. The 
system does not operate at speeds 
above 40 mph.

It is important to note that Pedes-
trian Monitoring may not work in 
all conditions and environments, 
for example when the radar sen-
sor’s vision is blocked by dirt or 
snow; it can only function within 
the laws of physics But the radar 
technology can offer improved 
awareness of pedestrians in fog 
or harsh sun glare where a driver’s 
vision might be hindered.

Currently, Front Assist with 
Pedestrian Monitoring is avail-
able on all 2019 Volkswagen 
models except the Beetle, Jetta 
and Passat; it’s standard on the 
Arteon, Atlas, Golf, Golf R and 
Golf Alltrack and included on all 
but the base trim levels of other 
models. By 2022, Front Assist and 
autonomous emergency breaking 
(AEB) are expected be standard on 
nearly all Volkswagen models – an 
important step toward accident 
prevention.

Pedestrian
Monitoring
Available 
On All
Volkswagens
except the 
Beetle,
Jetta, and
Passat

INSIdE EUrOpE

by Bill McCallum

AUTO NEWS BYTES

FIrSt AutONOMOuS SHuttLE buS StArtS tESt 
OPErAtIONS IN HAMburG

It’s on the road – the new minibus for HEAT (Hamburg Electric 
Autonomous Transportation), Germany’s unique research and 
development project to integrate an autonomous shuttle bus into 
regular street traffic. The ambitious goal of the HEAT research 
and development project is to test uncharted territory: Proving 
that self-driving minibuses can be fully and safely integrated into 
street traffic and a city’s public transport system.

The HEAT minibus will be tested under real conditions in 
public streets and should, as planned, be capable of autonomous 
driving at speeds up to 50 km/h. Five meters long, weighing just 
under three tons, powered emission-free with electricity: The 
minibus will provide space for up to ten passengers traveling 
through Hamburg’s HafenCity as of mid-2020.

The youngest member of the Hamburg’s HOCHBAHN fleet 
will drive autonomously. In order to safely find its way along the 
test route, the minibus will communicate continuously with sen-
sors installed along the route and with the central HOCHBAHN 
control center. The minibus will begin test operations this August.

HEAT Presentation_Markus Schlitt (Siemens Mobility), 
Matthias Kratzsch (IAV), Senator Michael Westhagemann, 
Henrik Falk (CEO HOCHBAHN Hamburg)

INSIdE INdIA

by Bill McCallum
AUTO NEWS BYTES

MESSE FrANkFurt AcquIrES LIcENSE tO OrGANISE 
buSWOrLd IN INdIA, FurtHEr StrENGtHENING ItS 
MObILIty SEGMENt

Messe Frankfurt Trade Fairs India Pvt Ltd, the Indian subsidiary of 
the Group, has acquired the license to organise Busworld - the world’s 
leading B2B exhibition for the bus and coach sector from Busworld 
International CVBA. The agreement strengthens Messe Frankfurt’s 
position as the leading exhibition organizer for the mobility segment. 
Busworld India 2020, the 9th edition in the series, will be organized in 
Bengaluru.

The mobility and logistics industries are facing radical changes 
globally. With 50 trade fairs, conferences and other events worldwide, 
Messe Frankfurt showcases the current state of the art in the automotive 
aftermarket, transport and logistics sectors – and where the future of 
mobility is headed. With Busworld India now in its fleet, Messe Frank-
furt is targeting further portfolio development and expanding expertise 
in defined industry sectors in line with its corporate strategy.

Mr Raj Manek, Managing Director, Messe Frankfurt Trade Fairs 
India: “Businesses have to transform to meet the new market impera-
tive. The Indian economy has already seen transport move up the public 
agenda and focusing on this niche segment and business interests of our 
stakeholders, Busworld will prove to be an excellent addition to our 
mobility portfolio. With this, Messe Frankfurt now has fairs covering 
automotive technologies, auto components, OEM manufacturing and 
aftermarket in one of the world’s largest automotive markets – India.”   

Starting its journey in 1971 in Kortrijk, Busworld has gone world-
wide with several exhibitions covering all continents in Turkey, India, 
Russia, Kazakhstan, China, Indonesia and Colombia. With over 45 years 
of experience, it is today the oldest, biggest and most famous bus and 
coach exhibition. In India, Busworld made its debut in 2005 and with 
its consistent growth pace, has carved a niche as the most recognized 
international exhibition exclusively for the bus and coach industry.

Mr Vincent Dewaele, International Business Development Manager, 
Busworld International CVBA shared: “With some of the world’s lead-
ing mobility shows, Messe Frankfurt demonstrates the right model to be 
a preferred partner for us in India. We see a lot of opportunities for the 
growth of this sector and are sure that with our global reach and Messe 
Frankfurt’s regional expertise, it will be an ideal combination that can 
turn into a new growth phase for Busworld and its stakeholders globally.”

India is on an ambitious journey to electrify 30% of its vehicle fleets 
by 2030 as proposed by government think tank NITI Aayog. The Indian 
government is exploring new ways to switch to electric vehicles with a 
number of initiatives being implemented. Testing of operational feasi-
bility of electric buses, cars, two-wheelers, rickshaws, taxis and goods 
vehicles, are already making in-roads.
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Lincoln MKC  (photo Harold Allen) 

A distracted driver — such as 
answering a phone call, a text 
message, or being distracted by a 
passenger —  is 29 TIMES MORE 
LIKELY to wreck in a work zone, 
says Praveen Edara and a team of 
researchers.

“Unfortunately, crash reports do 
not include detailed information 
about driver behavior prior to a 
crash,” Edara said. “What’s unique 
about our research project is that we 
used naturalistic driving study data 
that provides information about 
how driver, vehicle, roadway and 
environmental factors contribute to 
a crash. In other words, we recon-
structed a driver’s actions and the 
surrounding environment prior to 
the crash from a firsthand account.”

The study’s results could provide 
recommendations on “behavioral 
countermeasures” to state trans-
portation agencies and the Federal 
Highway Administration, which 
are implementing countermeasures 
to decrease injuries and fatalities 
in a highway work zone. Of the 
seven current Federal Highway 
Administration funded projects 
using this data, only MU is using 
the data to specifically look at 
highway work zones.

outstanding and with the ability 
to use a CD it gets even better. 
Keep in mind some manufactur-
ers have discontinued CD players 
but offer high end sound systems 
obviously they have forgotten all 
the customers who have hundreds 
of CD’s the sound is so superb in 
high end systems. 

Warranty on this Lincoln is 4 
years/50K miles; pickup delivery 
service is also 4 years/50K. Pow-
ertrain is 6 years/70K.Ride and 
interior comfort is very good with 
heated and cooled seats with 12 
way power. Sync 3 keeps improv-
ing and voice navigation is a great 
tool if you have no idea where you 
are. This model also includes a 
Panoramic Vista roof with power 
shade. This 2019 MKC Reserve 
model stickered out at $43,395.00.  
If you want LUXURY in a small 
package this is a good Candidate 
to look at and it fits in the garage 
with a truck next to it.

the luxury brand. The MKC has 
been a good success story and 
has delivered new customers to 
the brand. Up graded dealerships 
have also played a part in changing 
perception and special services like 
pick-up and return of your vehicle 
for service. The 2019 MKC has just 
about everything you could ask for. 

Safety features include overall 
score of five stars. MPG on this 
vehicle ranges from 20 city and 
27 highway and combined 23 
MPG. The 2.0L Turbocharged 
I-4 engine is quick to respond to 
your needs. A six speed Selectshift 
automatic transmission is smooth 
and responsive. The color on the 
vehicle shown is an option called 
Rhapsody Blue for $695.00. The 
THX II® Audio Sound System is 

continued from page 4

Distracted
Driving Reaches
All Time High
According to Research
of University Missouri 

Lincoln MKC 
Test Drive

The Northwest Automotive Press 
Association named the 2020 Jeep 
Gladiator Rubicon 4x4 as the top 
vehicle at its annual Northwest 
Outdoor Activity Vehicle of the 
Year competition. The all-new 2020 
Gladiator came out on top with its 
excellent on-road drivability, off-
road prowess, and its impressive 
utility. This new pickup truck dem-
onstrated an unbeatable combination 
of performance, features, capability, 
and technology during the NWAPA’s 
25th annual Mudfest competition. 

NWAPA automotive media pro-
fessionals spent two days driving 22 
vehicles through a mix of on-road 
handling and off-road courses at 
The Ridge Motorsports Park in 
Shelton, Wash. Day one’s activities 
included on-road handling testing 
while the second day took journal-
ists through a custom-made off-road 
course built at The Ridge to evaluate 
the capabilities of the sport utility 
vehicles, crossovers, and pickups. 

Entrants in Mudfest competed 
in six categories: Subcompact and 
Compact Family Utility Vehicles, 
Mid-and Full-Size Family Utility 
Vehicles, Compact and Midsize 
Luxury Utility Vehicles, Full-Size 
Luxury Utility Vehicles, Pickup 
Trucks and Extreme Capabil-
ity Vehicles. NWAPA members 
also selected an overall winner: 
The Northwest Outdoor Activity 
Vehicle of the Year.

While the competition was fierce, 
and the voting was close, there 
can be only one winner from each 
category. These vehicles earned 
the praise of the 25 NWAPA media 
professionals who evaluated the 
vehicles:  
• Subcompact and Compact 
Family – 2019 Subaru Forester 
Sport
• Runner up – 2019 Jeep Ren-
egade Trailhawk
• Mid-and Full-Size Family – 2020 
Kia Telluride SX V6 AWD
• Runner up – 2019 Toyota 
4Runner TRD PRO
• Compact and Midsize Luxury 
– 2020 Mercedes-Benz GLE450 
4MATIC
• Runner up – 2019 Acura RDX 
SH-AWD A-SPEC
• Full-Size Luxury – 2019 BMW 
X7 xDrive50i
• Runner up – 2019 Mercedes-
Benz G550
• Pickup Trucks – 2020 Jeep 
Gladiator Rubicon
• Runner up – 2019 Ram 2500 
Power Wagon Crew Cab 4X4
• Extreme Capability – 2020 Jeep 
Gladiator Rubicon
• Runner up – 2019 Mercedes-
Benz G550
• NW Outdoor Activity Vehicle of 
the Year – 2020 Jeep Gladiator 
Rubicon
• Runner up – 2020 Kia Telluride 
SX V6 AWD

NWAPA (Northwest Automotive
Press Assoc.) Announces 
“Mudfest” Event Winners

INSIdE chINA

by Bill McCallum

AUTO NEWS BYTES

Automechanika Shanghai 2019 embraces the evolving auto-
motive ecosystem  ( december 3rd thru 6th, 2019 )

Long-time supporters of Automechanika Shanghai eagerly await the 
15th edition of the fair, and following another record breaking year, an-
ticipation is higher than ever. The show stands as a dedicated platform 
for world-renowned industry leaders to connect at one of Asia’s most 
influential automotive trade fairs. This year, the show expands on the 
automotive ecosystem concept by not only covering the entire supply 
chain but also exposing more opportunities for research and develop-
ment, insurance, investment, future technologies and more.

The show expects to host over 6,270 exhibitors across the impressive 
350,000 sqm of exhibition space, which will occupy the venue’s current 
exhibition area. A growing number of special sectors, zones and fringe 
programme events will amplify many of the latest advancements and 
rising trends throughout numerous areas of the industry.

Ms Fiona Chiew, Deputy General Manager, Messe Frankfurt (HK) 
Ltd, said: “Over the past 14 editions, Automechanika Shanghai has con-
tinued to thrive alongside Asia’s automotive industry; China has now 
become the world’s largest auto market.  When the show first opened its 
doors back in 2004, it hosted just 235 exhibitors and 9,000 visitors. In 
2018, a staggering 150,568 visitors filtered through every corner of the 
NECC. It has continued to embrace change and nurtured development 
by way of new themes and elements. Looking to the future, we plan to 
collaborate further with research institutes, universities, industry orga-
nizations, finance and insurance firms, and the wider automotive com-
munity, so that we can work together and advance the fair’s automotive 
ecosystem.”
Developing an automotive ecosystem

Automechanika Shanghai will echo the progressing concept of the 
automotive ecosystem. The developing term comes as a result of rapid 
advancements in the industry that are currently remapping the auto-
motive value chain. It zooms in on the concept of connectivity; not 
just through emerging technology, but also the notion of networks and 
knowledge sharing. As a result, Automechanika Shanghai will place 
more focus on digitalization, future technologies and services, as well 
as shaping more opportunities in the fringe programme, to work closer 
with research institutes and the wider auto community.
Digital trends spark new opportunities

The Tomorrow’s Service & Mobility sector will, once again, become 
a central area of the fair to demonstrate the show’s strengthened ability 
for emphasizing digital trends and connectivity. For instance, research 
suggests that the connected vehicle market in Asia Pacific is expected 
to reach USD 47.4 billion by 2023, expanding at a CAGR of 20 per-
cent. As such, the sector shines a light on communication between the 
vehicle, infrastructure, pedestrians and networks. With this in mind, 
exhibitors will cover the latest innovations for electromobility, intel-
ligent vehicle technology, car connectivity, mobility services, as well as 
lightweight materials and more.
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Legends of Auto Gala Dinner Event returning to Monterey August 13, 2020

Old Masters To Star at New 
Masters Gallery During Collector 
Car Week

The Automotive Fine Arts 
Society (AFAS) is expanding 
accessibility to member works 
by moving its legendary show 
during Monterey Collector Car 
Week to the New Masters Gallery 
in Carmel. The free exclusive art 
show, entitled, “Old Masters at 
the New Masters,” will begin on 
Saturday, August 10 and continue 
through Sunday, August 18.

“For many years, AFAS member 
pieces were primarily available 
only for a few hours on the Pebble 
Beach Concours green during Col-
lector Car week,” said Ken Eberts, 
AFAS president and founding 
member. “With so many events 
now occurring across the Monterey 
Peninsula, it is difficult for patrons, 
fans and collectors to enjoy the 
show. Moving our show into 
Carmel and expanding the days it 
can be seen allows us to better feed 
the growing demand for automo-
tive fine art. The ‘Old Masters at 
the New Masters’ show will make 
great art even more accessible to 
our global audience.”

While the location may be 
new, the focus of AFAS’s show 
continues uninterrupted. Member 
artists will show pieces that trans-
form many of the automobiles 
celebrated during Monterey Col-
lector Car Week into the rarefied 
realm of art.

“While there has been a great deal 
of reporting and speculation on new 
automotive technologies, automo-
tive design continues to seduce 
consumers, both in showrooms and 
on the road,” said William Motta, 
AFAS board member. “And within 
the global automotive market, 
design differentiation continues 
to be a prime motivator for many 
when choosing a vehicle. While 
countless cars and trucks have been 
sold on the merits of their appear-
ance, only the finest designs can be 
appreciated and reinterpreted by the 
artist’s eye while filtered through 

Goodman said the company 
plans to open some small-scale 
West Coast retail spaces. He envi-
sions 2,500-square-foot spaces 
amid downtown shopping centers 
that showcase two or three demo 
vehicles for customers to check 
out before they order.

In Seattle, Polestar is considering 
retail space in Ravenna, near Pike 
and Pine Streets and on the Eastside 
in Clyde Hill and Wilburton.

Goodman said there’s been a lot of 
interest in Seattle in terms of preor-
ders, but he wouldn’t provide details. 
Polestar will begin producing the car 
in the beginning of next year, and 

the viewer’s imagination.”
The AFAS show’s title, ‘Old 

Masters at the New Masters’, 
reflects both the years many AFAS 
members have been perfecting 
their craft and the show’s venue, the 
New Masters Gallery in Carmel. 
The gallery, opened in 1974 by 
Bill and Jennifer Hill, began in 
a small space featuring six local 
artists. That modest beginning and 
subsequent growth parallels AFAS 
history; it began with a handful of 
artists and has grown into an inter-
national membership satisfying a 
global demand for automotive art. 

“This will be the largest exhibit 
of automotive fine art available 
to the general public to enjoy for 
free during Monterey Collector 
Car Week in history,” said AFAS 
board member Richard Pietruska. 
“We love the synergy expressed in 
the show’s title and appreciate the 
efforts of Bill and Jennifer Hill in 
elevating the appreciation of art, 
in all of its many forms.”

Artists showing pieces at the 
New Masters Gallery include:

• Dennis Brown
• Sandrine Blondel
• James Dietz
• Ken Eberts
• Peter Hearsey
•  Yahn Janou
• Charles Maher
• Dan McCrary
•  William Motta
• Richard Pietruska
• Stanley Rose
• Barry Rowe 
• Tony Sikorski
While the AFAS show continues 

to reflect the collective passion 
for automotive history, the New 
Masters Gallery exhibit allows 
member works to be viewed by 
those visiting the area for the 
Pebble Beach Concours, auctions 
and vintage racing at their own 
pace. It also gives those residing in 
or visiting Carmel, long known as 
one of the West’s most established 
art communities, the opportunity to 
see the pieces without purchasing 
an event ticket.

start delivering them to customers 
around the end of the second quarter.

Polestar acts as a standalone brand, 
but is trying to partner with Volvo 
dealers to invest in tis retail spaces. 
Polestar has an investor in Seattle 
that Goodman declined to name.

Polestar will initially sell the new 
car in eight other countries: China, 
Canada, Belgium, Germany, the 
Netherlands, Norway, Sweden and 
the United Kingdom.

“We see the U.S. as a really key 
market for us,” Goodman said. “I 
think China will be the biggest 
market globally, but you’ve already 
got an established market in the 
U.S. and people embracing  EVs.

Mikaela Hopkins, Curing Kids Cancer (left) and Brandy Falconer (right) Legends MC 
present Beau Boeckman with his Legends award  (photo Auto News)

Legends of Auto
Gala Features
Artists and Art
from AFAS Members

Polestar Press Event in 
Seattle Kicks Off United 
States Product Launch

Alan Smith (left) Scale Racing Owner operates slot car track for Legend attendees at 
Gala Dinner  (photo Auto News)

Top Row: Diane Fitzgerald (President, RPM Foundation for Lyn St. James), Ed Justice 
Jr., Corky Coker, Barry Meguiar Bottom Row: Beau Boeckmann, Dana Mecum, Rita and 
Rick Case, Steve Saleen, Ryan Falconer  (photo by Joyce Chow)

continued from page 5
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Auto Group

Prices and Offers Subject to Change without Notice  +  Leases Subject to Credit Approval with information at Dealership

the all new

2020 cadillac ct6V
introducing the

2020 cadillac Xt6

DOUG’S CADILLAC   17545 Aurora Ave N, Shoreline, WA 98133     866-527-1744 Sales      www.dougs.com

DOUG’S HYUNDAI
20612 Hwy 99, Lynnwood, WA 98063

www.dougs.com      (425) 774-9000 Phone
(206) 523-0138 Seattle   (888) 200-9994 Toll Free

             2020 Hyundai Palisade Hyundai Venue

Inspiring the Road Ahead

DOUG’S LYNNWOOD MAZDA
22130 Hwy, 99, Edmonds, WA 98026

www.dougs.com      (425) 774-3551 Phone
(206) 523-3885 Seattle   (888) 827-0868 Toll Free

2019 Mazda 3

All New Mazda 3 Now In Stock

Arriving this Fall

Now In Stock

Available
AWD

2019 CX5 Diesel

Great
Selection!

Arriving Soon

Now In Stock

NOW
IN STOCK

 

Arriving
This Fall



VISIT www.autonewsonline.com Fall 2019 SEMA 12

you’re a fan of historic cars, look-
ing to buy a car at auction, Rolex 
Monterey Motorsports Reunion at 
Laguna Seca, motorsports gather-
ings – The Quail, Legends of the 
Autobahn, Japanese Automotive 
Invitational, Concorso Italiano, 
Concours d’Lemons, searching 
for the latest luxury car and want 
to test drive it or if you want to 
meet your favorite legend at Auto 
News’ Legends of Auto Gala.  It’s 
simply is as good as it gets.

CARS, STARS and filmS
Joyce Chow Covers 2019 Concours d’Elegance at Pebble Beach
Pebble Beach golf course, along the 
legendary scenic 17-Mile Drive.

Approaching winner’s circle in 
a sea of yellow and white streamers 
with car shaped confetti, Best of 
Show honors for the 2019 Pebble 

Talbot-Lago T150C-SS Figoni & 
Falaschi Teardrop Cabriolet, 1936 
Mercedes-Benz 540K Erdmann 
& Rossi Special Cabriolet, and 
a 1962 Aston Martin DB4GT 
Zagato Coupé.

Outside the Pebble Beach 

Lodge, the Concept lawn gives a 
glimpse into the future with the 
visions including Bentley, BMW 
Vision M Next, De Tomaso P72, 
Ford GT Mk ll, Infiniti Project 
Black S, and the undeniable crowd 
favorite according to security of 
the Volkswagen ID.Buggy. 

If you’re car lover, experi-
ence the Pebble Beach Concours 
d’Elegance, it is one of life’s 
bucket list items. Leading up to it, 
there are numerous events whether 

Beach Concours d’Elegance was 
awarded to a 1931 Bentley 8 Litre 
Gurney Nutting Sports Tourer, 
owned by the Hon. Michael 
Kadoorie, Hong Kong. Crowds 
surrounded the line of the Best of 
Show nominees including 1938 

continued from page 2

2019 Pebble Beach Concours d’Elegance Best of Show Nominees (left 
to right): 1962 Aston Martin DB4GT Zagato Coupé, 1938 Talbot-Lago 
T150C-SS Figoni & Falaschi Teardrop Cabriolet, and 1936 Mercedes-
Benz 540K Erdmann & Rossi Special Cabriolet, 1931 Bentley 8 Litre 
Gurney Nutting Sports Tourer  (photo Joyce  Chow)

2019 Pebble Beach Concours d’Elegance Best of Show 1931 Bentley 8 
Litre Gurney Nutting Sports Tourer, owned by the Hon. Michael Kadoorie, 
Hong Kong  (photo Joyce  Chow)

This partnership is so much 
more than just raising money, 
CKC also has the opportunity to 
share these auctions with patient 
families. Kids from local children’s 
hospital attend the auction and have 
the chance to drop the hammer 
for CKC. It is a great time for all 
as their families enjoy a fun day 
looking at cars and meeting the 
Mecum Auctions team.  

If you are interested in 
learning more about Curing Kids 
Cancer, visit curingkidscancer.
org or email Mikaela Hopkins, 
Partnership Manager, at mikaela@
curingkidscancer.org. 

the Mecums and the Mecum 
family getting to know the Owen 
family, a partnership was formed. 
Now, Mecum Auctions customers, 
staff and partners have helped 
CKC raise more than $6 million 
for childhood cancer therapies. 
The relationship with Mecum 
Auctions involves the world’s 
largest auction house donating a 
neon sign or clock to raise money 
to find cures for all childhood 
cancers. This has blossomed 
into countless customers and 
companies becoming involved by 
donating cars, motorcycles and 
memorabilia. 

Ella with Dana Mecum

Curing Kids Cancer – An Update 
on this 14-year -old Charity

raised more than $15 million! 
Much of CKC’s success can 

be credited to its partnerships, 
especially the one with Mecum 
Auctions. More than seven years 
ago, Grainne and Clay Owen had 
the opportunity to meet Dana 
Mecum at an auction after a donated 
motorcycle crossed a Mecum 
Auction block in Kissimmee, F.L. 
After some time getting to know 

Back in 2005 when Curing Kids 
Cancer (“CKC”) was founded – it 
was just two parents at their kitchen 
table grieving the loss of one of 
their twin boys. But these parents 
knew they had to act because as 
their 9-year-old son Killian was 
battling leukemia they learned 
about a new drug. At the time, this 
specific drug was stuck in the lab 
and was too underfunded to get 

into treatment. This knowledge 
inspired the Owens to start CKC, 
because they did not want any other 
families to go through the same 
loss they did. Grainne and Clay 
Owen began fundraising one year 
after losing Killian. That was 14 
years ago. Since then the “CKC” 
team has grown to have five full 
time employees in three locations 
across the United States, and has 
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Sally Tours Great Sand Dunes
Natl. Park in her New Toyota RAV4

location and brought us back up 
the hill effortlessly.

After the spring thaw and a 
snow. The RAV4 performed like 
a champ descending our hilltop 

summer of fun, we headed to the 
Rocky Mountains in Colorado. 
Our first real test of the RAV4 
was the drive to the top of Pikes 
Peak — a National History Land-
mark — located west of Colorado 
Springs. Pikes Peak is one of two 
mountains in the Colorado Rock-
ies that are over 14,000 feet in 
elevation (14ers) and accessible 
by automobile. The remaining 
56 14ers in Colorado are for foot 
traffic.

WOW! I was very impressed 
with the power and handling 
offered by my RAV4. The 2.5L 
4-cylinder engine delivering 194 
horsepower with CVT climbed 
the 19 mile road and all its 
switchbacks effortlessly. From 
Colorado Springs’ elevation of 
6,035 feet, we climbed over 8,000 
feet without pause to reach the 
14,115 foot summit of Pikes Peak 
where a new Summit Complex is 
under construction with the open-
ing expected in the fall of 2020. 
Spectacular 360 degree views are 
the reward once you reach the top 
of Pikes Peak.

My decision to purchase a 
hybrid was based mostly on the 
advantage of fuel economy. I 
could almost feel the savings in 
my pocketbook as we descended 
the mountain. Driving in low 
gears and occasionally braking, 
the hybrid’s battery was charg-
ing up and increasing the mpg. 
I have been exceeding the EPA’s 
estimated miles per gallon of 34 
mpg in the city and 30 mpg on the 
highway since purchase.

After getting to the lower lands, 
we headed south on Interstate 
25 and then west to the Great 
Sand Dunes National Park and 
Preserve. The dunes sit on a large 
area of high desert land just west 
of the Sangre de Cristo Mountains 
in the Rocky Mountain range. The 
dunes are the tallest sand dunes in 
North America rising to a maxi-
mum height of 755 feet. The field 
of sand dunes covers more than 
30 square miles.

The park and preserve includes 
part of a national forest and prop-
erty that helps preserve the ground 
water of the valley and the ecologi-
cal integrity of the dunes. Medan 
Creek flows along the eastern edge 
of the dunes and its moisture is 
a vital part of the dune-system 
environment. Snow boards and 
plastic sleds make sliding down 
the dues a fun activity when the 
sand is slightly wet.

Night in the dunes offers fan-
tastic views of the night skies. 
The park’s elevation of 8200 feet 
makes it a favorite with stargaz-
ers and the park offers special 
astronomy programs May though 
September.

The forest wilderness, alpine 
lakes and mountain summits 
surrounding the dunes offer excel-
lent hiking, backpacking, fishing 
and the opportunity to observe 
wildlife, wild flowers, and many 
species of birds. Two 14ers border 
the park — one on the north and 
another on the southeast.

After spending 10 days on the 
road, I was extremely pleased with 
how comfortable the seating is. I 
was glad I had the front windows 
and windshield tinted before we 
went on our trip because the sun 
in the higher elevations is intense. 
(The lack of window tinting on the 
RAV4 has been my only disap-
pointment.) Overall I found the 
RAV4 to be a great touring vehicle 
with easily accessible storage for 
everything we needed to blaze 
new trails.

continued from page 3

THE RIDE:
The VW Beetle pictured above 

is in it’s final year of production, 
It has been an all time best seller 
for VW dating back to the 1950’s  
Labeled as the “Peoples Car” the 
VW Beetle was one of the first cars 
sold around the world after World 
War II and helped grow VW and 
it’s subsidiaries to the largest car 
company in the world.

At a $23,045 MSRP as tested, 
and 33 MPG on the highway you 
can see why the Beetle was and is 
so popular.

THE DRIVE:
Your drives on the 9 hole 

Bear Creek golf course located 
in the Methow Valley outside of 

Winthrop, WA will land on well 
groomed fairways. Bear Creek 
is managed by Laurie and Mike 
Hilton. Their two daughters also 
help around the club house when 
they are not in school or on the 
course. The snack bar offers food 
& beverages. There are separate 
tees when you tee it up for the 
second nine. The 18 hole yardage 
is 6,271 years from the men’s tees 
and 5,310 yards from the ladies 
tees. We recommend Bear Creek 
at Winthrop, WA as part of your 
Northwest hiking, cycling, camp-
ing, fishing, hunting, river rafting, 
or your road-trip vacation in East-
ern, WA. For additional  informa-
tion: Call-(509) 996-2284 or visit 
- www.bearcreekgolfcourse.com

Ride & Drive:
Volkswagen Beetle

at
Bear Creek Golf Course

The Sangre de Cristo Mountains tower above the entrance 
to Great Sand Dunes National Park and Preserve in southern 
Colorado  (photo Sally Hanson)

Toyota RAV4 in Great Sand Dunes National Park and 
Preserve with the tallest sand dunes in North America in 
the background  (photo Sally Hanson)

2019 VW Beetle at Bear Creek Golf Course  (photo Auto 
News)
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Best of Show winner in 2019 
Concours d’Elegance Suisse 
cruises into Las Vegas 

This October, the inaugural 
Las Vegas Concours d’Elegance 
(LVCE) is bringing world-class 
vehicles to Las Vegas, including 
previous Concours winners from 
around the world.

For its first appearance in the city 
of Las Vegas, the 1953 Ferrari 250 
Europa Vignale will be judged in 
the inaugural car show. Originally 
unveiled at the 1953 Paris Auto 
Show, the 1953 Ferrari 250 Europa 
Vignale was the first pure road 
Ferrari to receive a 250 GT motor 
and was the first car to feature the 
three-liter V-12 engine that would 
power the rest of the sports and 
grand touring cars for the next 12 
years of Ferrari production. 

In creation, Ferrari provided the 
engine and chassis, while Italian 
coach builders, Pininfarina and 
Vignale were tasked with creating 
the body of the vehicle. Only 22 of 
the 1953 Ferrari 250 Europa cars 
were built, but more specifically 
only four of the 22 manufactured 
were created by Vignale. 

In June of 2019, this car took 
home the President’s Choice 
Award and was voted Best of Show 
by the international multidisci-
plinary jury in the fourth Concours 
d’Elegance Suisse. Held at the 
Château de Coppet on the shores 
of Lake Geneva, this car stood out 
among more than 90 other vehicles.

“We are thrilled to have the 
1953 Ferrari 250 Europa Vignale 
in our inaugural show,” said Stuart 
Sobek, Founder and Chairman of 
LVCE. “This year’s Las Vegas 
Concours d’Elegance will feature 
vehicles of high authenticity and 
history and the 1953 Ferrari Vig-
nale is the perfect fit.”

LVCE will be held Oct. 25 
through Oct. 28 and will feature 
a curated collection of approxi-
mately 120 vehicles at Dragon-
Ridge Country Club at MacDonald 
Highlands. In addition to the car 
show on Saturday, Oct. 26, the four-
day event will include an opening 
night gala at the Keep Memory 
Alive Event Center on Friday, Oct. 
25, a Tour d’Elegance down the 
Las Vegas Strip on Sunday, Oct. 
27 and a celebrity golf tournament 
on Monday, Oct. 28.

For additional event informa-
tion, or to buy tickets, please visit 
lasvegasconcours.com. To stay 
up-to-date with LVCE, follow us 
on Facebook and Instagram at @
lasvegasconcours. To get a feel for 
what is to come, please watch here. 
For press inquiries or for creden-
tials during the event, please reach 
out to the media contact below.

SHOWCASE REVIEWS

autonewsonline.com/showcase reviews

*** all information on vehicles as tested

ACURA RDX SH-AWD A-SPEC

This popular SUV from Acura
is built on a new platform.
With  new seat designs  and
new infotainment system you
are “styling” inside the cabin.

BASE PRICE: $38,295
TYPE: SUV
ENGINE: 2.0-Liter
TRANS: 10-speed AT
HORSEPOWER: 272 hp
MPG: 21 city / 26 hiway

VOLVO S60 T6 R-Design

The Volvo S60 T6 is a
premium offering from Volvo
loaded with new safety features,
above average MPG  and an
elegant interior.

BASE PRICE: $38,000
TYPE: Luxury Sedan
ENGINE: 2.0L Turbo I-4
TRANS: 8A
HORSEPOWER: 316 hp
MPG: 26 city / 36 hiway

SUBARU CROSSTREK HYBRID

With a 480 mile total range and
Subaru’s StarDrive technology 
this plug-in hybrid has been a
winner for Subaru. Also a MOTOR
TREND Comparison TEST winner.

BASE PRICE: $22,870
TYPE: SUV
ENGINE: 2.0 Liter BOXER
TRANS: CVT
HORSEPOWER: 152 hp
MPG: 35 city / 90 hiway

HONDA CIVIC 4D TOURING

This value based Honda
is loaded with new safety 
features and above average
MPG. With new designs and 
more room it’s a “winner”.

BASE PRICE: $27,300
TYPE: Sedan
ENGINE: 1.5 Liter
TRANS: CVT
HORSEPOWER: 174 hp
MPG: 30 city / 38 hiway

RAV4 ADVENTURE AWD

A major redesign for Toyota’s
all-time best seller. Shares an
engine with the Camry and 
lots of room for road trips and
packed with safety features.

BASE PRICE: $26,500
TYPE: SUV
ENGINE: 2.5L 4 cylinder
TRANS: 6-speed AT
HORSEPOWER: 203 hp
MPG: 25 city / 33 hiway

KIA SOUL GT-LINE

The Kia Soul is classified
as a hatchback, but most
consider it as a small SUV.
Lots of room, nice value
good mpg and fun to drive.

BASE PRICE: $17,000
TYPE: Hatchback
ENGINE: 1.6 Turbo
TRANS: 7-speed
HORSEPOWER: 201 hp
MPG: 27 city / 32 hiway

Las Vegas
Concours 
d’Elegance 
Adds
Concours-
Winning 1953
Ferrari 250
Europa Vignale
to Field
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The 1968 Mustang GT Driven 
by Steve McQueen in Classic 
Film “Bullitt” to Cross the Block 
During the World’s Largest Col-
lector Car Auction

After more than 40 years spent 
so well hidden that most believed 
it had been destroyed, the hero car 
from the Warner Bros. movie “Bul-
litt” reemerged in January 2018 at 
the North American International 
Auto Show in Detroit, and it’s 
now slated to cross the Mecum 
auction block at the world’s largest 
collector car auction this coming 
January in Kissimmee, Florida. 
Known simply as “Bullitt” after 
its namesake motion picture, the 
original Highland Green 1968 
Mustang GT was driven by the 
“King of Cool” Steve McQueen at 
dangerously high speeds through 
the busy streets of San Francisco 
as the hero car in one of his most 
memorable motion pictures, and 
it is now on the fast-track to join-
ing the ranks of the most valuable 
American-made collector cars ever 
sold at auction.

One of just two Mustangs used 
to fill the role in the 1968 action/
thriller “Bullitt,” named after main 
character Lt. Frank Bullitt played 
by McQueen, this car was the 
film’s “hero” car and was driven 
by McQueen in countless scenes 
throughout the movie, including 
in the infinitely famous car chase 
scene, which went on to become 
the most influential car chase scene 
in all of film history. After the 
filming of “Bullitt” concluded, this 
car was sold to a private buyer and 

was thought lost to history until its 
unveiling for the 50th anniversary 
of “Bullitt” just last year. The 
car—considered by many to be the 
world’s single most recognizable 
and celebrated vintage Mustang—
remains in original condition and 
retains many distinguishable and 
unique elements from the movie.

The announcement of the car’s 
upcoming offering at the Jan. 2-12 
Kissimmee 2020 auction was made 
at Mecum Monterey 2019 with 
auto and entertainment reporters, 
photographers, social media influ-
encers and others looking on as 
the Bullitt Mustang was presented 
under tight security in a one-car 
“glass house.” Longtime owner, 
Sean Kiernan, was present along-
side Mecum Auctions President 
and Founder Dana Mecum for the 
reveal and announcement of the 
car’s impending sale, and it proved 
to be an emotional unveiling for 
the second-generation caretaker 
who originally inherited the car 
from his father.

Last seen at LeMay—America’s 
Car Museum in July, the 1968 
Bullitt Mustang will be exhibited 
at various automotive events 
around the country leading up to 
the Mecum Kissimmee 2020 auc-
tion in January.

 For interview and photo 
requests, please contact dmorton@
mecum.com.

For more details on upcoming 
auctions, to consign a vehicle or to 
register as a bidder, visit Mecum.
com, or call (262) 275-5050 for 
more information.

Mecum Unveils Bullitt Mustang
Hero Car to be Auctioned at 
Kissimmee 2020  (See back page Ad)

Dana Mecum and Sean Kiernan Address the Crowd at Mecum Auctions in Monterey 

Bullitt Mustang Being Revealed at Mecum Auctions in Monterey
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Sarah Deccio, who was featured 
in a previous “Women in the Auto 
World” special has added another 
chapter in her portfolio of automo-
tive related activities. Sarah joined 
Auto News seven years ago as a 
spokes model. Within a few years 
she was appointed Distribution 
Manager and has helped expand the 
Auto News distribution network in 
Northern CA, Nevada, and Idaho.

Sarah has been a practicing artist 
specializing in pencil drawings for 

Sarah Deccio Auto News Dist.
Mgr. Launches Another Career
with Her Pencil Drawings

WOMEN in the
AUTO WORLD

WOMEN in the
AUTO WORLDwomen in The AUTo woRlD

Chanterria McGilbra – Prancing Ponies Foundation
Lyn St. James – Indy Race Driver
Felicia Fields – Ford HR VP
Mary Barra – GM CEO
Michelle Christensen – Acura  Design
Lisa Copeland – FCA Dealer
Monika Kalenski – MEK Magnet
Chanterria McGilbra – Prancing Ponies

Elena Cortesi – Ford Comm. Mgr.
Muffy Bennett – Car Collector
Jennifer Biggs – Repair Shop Owner
Joyce Chow – Social Media Mogul
Sarah Deccio – Distribution Mgr.
Valerie Thompson – Motorcycle Racer
Ashley, Courtney & Brittany Force  –  Drag Racing Champions
Toyota of Marysville – Ladies at Work

Previously Featured: “women in the auto world”

a number years. She is launching 
her own company “Drawings by 
Sarah” and will be displaying her 
pencil drawings of cars, trucks, and 
pets at Northwest Car Shows. (see 
photos on this page) If interested 
in a original one-of-kind pencil 
drawing of your car, truck, or pet - 
send a photo with your CONTACT 
INFO to AUTO NEWS - P.O. Box 
3327 - Bellevue,WA 98009 or 
bill@autonewsonline.com

Sarah Auto News (left) with Weezy the Artist at Barrett-Jacksons Scottsdale 
Collector Car Auction  (photo Auto News)Two of Sarah’s Pencil Drawings  (photo Auto News)

Sarah, Team Auto News with Toyota 4Runner  (photo Auto News)

HOW TO ORDER  A Pencil Drawing of Your Special Vehicle:
* Email 3 Photos (Front, Side, Angle) To:  SDeccio357@hotmail.com
* Mail (Snail) $175 Check To: Sarah Deccio c/o Auto News • P.O. Box 3327 • Bellevue, WA 98009

Sarah Deccio, Auto News Distribution Mgr. Displays her Pencil Drawing 
of her Truck

Alan Smith, Scale Racing Center Owner Displays Sarah’s Pencil Drawing 
of his Car



Fall 2019 SEMA VISIT www.autonewsonline.com 17

McCormick’s 67th Auction Scheduled for
November 22, 23, & 24 in Palm Springs

Breaking Classic Car News - 
1969 Jaguar XKE Roadster Heads 
To McCormick’s Auction Block 
In Palm Springs, California...this 
vehicle has had the same owner 
since 1970, he purchased the car 
when it was two months old from 
fellow Navy fighter pilot friend and 
it has been his pride and joy ever 
since. 27-time driven class winner 
in local/regional events. In addition 
to the 27 Driven class trophies, 
this car was also National Jaguar 
Club of North America winner in 
the Driven class in 1998 and 2004.

San Diego has been home to 
this car throughout its life. The 
car received a total engine and 

drive train overhaul in 1989, and 
total restoration of the remainder 
of the car followed immediately 
thereafter. This included new wire 
wheels, replacement of windshield, 
convertible top, side windows, 
chrome, gas tank, and interior 
upholstery.  In 1990 I had the car 
repainted to my favorite Jaguar 
color ñ Opalescent Blue.  In Febru-
ary of 2018 extensive rework was 
done by Classic Showcase (cost 
$13,123), and additional rework 
was accomplished in 2019, includ-
ing new clutch and installation of a 
brand new five speed transmission 
(cost $16,810). All maintenance 
and upgrade receipts are available. 

LOWEST ENTRY FEES IN THE BUSINESS AND ONLY 6% SELL FEE
Friday, Saturday and Sunday Lots are $300, $400 for prime time and $600 for 
covered canopy lots. No numbers will be reserved without consignment fee being 
paid in full. Visa, Mastercard and AMEX are accepted. Positions will be filled on first-
come, first-served basis. To reserve the position you desire, send your check covering 
the entry fee or phone in your credit card number. You may specify the cars you’re  
entering at a later date. Entry fees are REFUNDABLE less $50 handling fee if 
you notify us in writing 14 days prior to the auction. Color photographs may be 
included in our exclusive color brochure. We strictly limit the number of positions 
available in this three-day event of 580 cars. COMMISSION STRUCTURE: FLAT 
6% OF SALES PRICE (One of the lowest in the business). WE SOLD OUT OF 
LOT NUMBERS DURING OUR PREVIOUS SALE SO BOOK EARLY.

www.Classic-CarAuction.com

FRIDAY, SATURDAY & SUNDAY – NOVEMBER 22, 23 & 24, 2O19

WE SOLD 70% OF ALL CARS ENTERED AT OUR LAST AUCTION! 
The McCormick family invites you to their 67th auction featuring over  
580 antique, classic, exotic, muscle, sports and special interest autos.
Ask for Keith, Jason or Michele to answer your questions  
(760) 320-3290.

WHERE TO STAY
Call our host hotel at the Hilton Palm Springs at 76O.32O.6868  
and use promo code “MCK” for special room rates. Also visit  
VacationPalmSprings.com for more options.

OUR MAIN OFFICE
244 North Indian Canyon Dr.

Palm Springs, CA 92262 

 
AUCTION LOCATION 

The Palm Springs  
Convention Center

277 N Avenida Caballeros 
Palm Springs, CA 92262

SPONSORED BY

LOCATION

1969 Jaguar XKE to be sold at McCormick’s Auction
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S1 Saleen
Cup Race

The Saleen Cup is the first-ever 
“arrive and drive” racing series. 
Drivers apply to rent a race car, and 
all 20 cars are kept in track-ready 
status by Saleen. This series based 
on Saleen cars, offers prospective 
drivers and a turnkey, once-in-a-
lifetime racing opportunity where 
all cars are equal–allowing the best 
driver to showcase his or her skills.

The Saleen Cup Series takes 
place during the second half of the 
2019 Blancpain GT World Chal-
lenge America series. This race 
in Portland is the inaugural round 
of the Saleen Cup. After this, the 
series heads to Watkins Glen, Road 
America, and then a finale at Las 
Vegas Motor Speedway.

The Saleen Cup series includes 
two 50-minute races at each event. 
Two driver are permitted behind 
the wheel of each of the 20 cars. 
The series includes two separate 
categories: Young Drivers (less 
than 23 years old), and Gentlemen 
Drivers (23 and older). At the 
conclusion of the five-race series, 
the top driver from each category 
will secure a paid ride in Saleen’s 
GT4 America entry for the entire 
2020 season!

The cost to drive in the Saleen 
Cup series is $42,000 per weekend, 
or $170,000 for the season. 
Because the Saleen 1 Cup series 
features two-racer teams, the 
cost to participate can be split 
between two drivers. That makes 
a per driver cost of only $21,000. 
Contact the Saleen Cup staff at 
this event if you’re interested in 
signing up.

Saleen 1 Cup Car Technical 
Specifications

• Racing version of the new 
Saleen 1 supercar

• Engine: 2.2-liter turbo four-
cylinder

• Horsepower: 450
• Weight to power ratio: 3 Kg/

HP
• Holinger sequential gearbox 

with paddleshift
• Adjustable racing suspension
• TM Performance racing 

brakes
 • Front: 6-piston calipers, 

380mm disks
 • Rear: 4-piston calipers, 

355mm disks
• 18-inch racing wheels
• Advanced racing aerody-

namics designed via CFD analysis
 • Front splitter
 • Rear diffuser
 • Rear wing
• Safety equipment according to 

the FIA international specifications

Steve Saleen with S1 at Portland Race

Discover new products, trends 
and ideas that will drive more 
sales for your business.

Register to Attend at
SEMASHOW.COM

TRADE  ONLY

19SS_Attendee_Ad_AutoOne_News_Online.indd   1 8/26/19   9:39 AM

SALEEN Cup Delivers Single-Make Exotic Racing

Saleen S1 Race Car
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OEM & AFTERMARKET PARTS
United Pacific Industries Launches New Classic Car
Parts E-commerce Website 

• Arnott’s new air springs feature 
a high-impact resin top mount and 
bottom piston
• The Arnott air springs are 
assembled with an OE-quality air 
sleeve
• Arnott replacement air springs 
are designed, assembled and tested 
in the U.S.
 Arnott, the industry leader in after-
market air suspension products, 
has introduced new aftermarket 
replacement air springs for the 
2013-2018 Range Rover and 
2014-2018 Range Rover Sport.

 Arnott’s new rear air springs 
A-3025 for the 2013-2018 Range 
Rover L405 chassis and A-3027 
for the 2014-2018 Range Rover 
Sport L494 chassis feature an 
OE quality air sleeve, heavy-duty 
crimping rings and high-impact 
plastic resin top and bottom 
pistons.

In an effort to better serve their 
classic auto enthusiast custom-
ers, United Pacific Industries 
has introduced an all-new online 
shopping website: UPcarparts.
com. This website allows users to 
easily search for items by product 
name, key word or part number 
while also providing the option 
for customers to peruse all avail-
able products for classic Chevy 
and Ford automobiles as well as 
merchandise such as a t-shirt, gift 
items and car accessories.

United Pacific has released the 
new site with clean and modern 
designs. Online shopping at UPcar-
parts.com provides the United 
Pacific brand experience to the 
customer. Customers can easily 
search products and add them to 
their shopping cart, which is a 
brand-new feature for the company. 
Listed on the site are more than 
6,000 parts and accessories for 
automobiles such as the 1932 Ford 
vehicles, 1966-89 Ford Mustang, 

Arnott® Introduces
New Rear Air Springs
for Range Rovers® &   
Range Rover Sport 1966-77 Ford Bronco, Chevrolet 

C-10 and more. 
Additional features of the 

website include customer reg-
istration for email notifications, 
customer support and a blog and 
news section. United Pacific has 
created a mobile-ready version 
of the site as well. The website is 
also extremely protected, giving 
customers the security necessary 
to confidently purchase products 
from the website. 

“We are thrilled to launch the UPI 
e-commerce website for U.S. cus-
tomers. This significant milestone 
adds another layer to the buying 
experience. Our U.S. customers 
will now have 24 hour access to 
the best of UPI’s car parts and 
accessories via their computers, 
smartphones and tablets from any-
where in the U.S.,” said Jai Baek, 
marketing and creative director for 
United Pacific Industries. 

 The new website is currently 
live, and customers can visit the 

This automatic was what I drove 
and it works flawlessly whether 
on the freeway or handling 5,000 
rpm in low-range off-road. This 
V6 makes 285 hp and 260-lb-ft 
of torque – it also comes standard 
with an engine stop/start fuel 
saving feature.

You know, the last time Jeep 
offered a pickup was 28 years ago. 
With an absence from the truck 

site to make purchases of all of 
the products they need to rebuild 
or customize their classic vehicle.
About United Pacific Industries

United Pacific Industries is a 
leading manufacturer of heavy 
duty truck and classic vehicle 
parts. With parts engineered with 
superior reliability to meet the 
demands of customers and auto-

market that long my expectations 
were high – and Jeep’s need to 
deliver was even higher.  They 
did it. 

As the day wore on, I couldn’t 
find a fault with this new mid-size 
truck on-road or off. Though I 
didn’t have a chance to tow with it 
(I will get to that this summer) the 
overall performance and interior 
livability of this Jeep is simply 
put – very good.  

motive enthusiasts, United Pacific 
sets the standard for quality, design 
and innovation. More than 20,000 
parts are available from United 
Pacific for big rigs and classic 
cars. For more information, call 
866.327.5288 or visit UPcarparts.
com. Follow United Pacific: 
facebook.com/UPcarparts or Ins-
tagram: @unitedpacificlongbeach.

All-New Jeep Gladiator Test Drive
continued from page 6

All-New Jeep Gladiator  (photo Howard Elmer)

“Infiniti’s Logo is meant 
to represent a horizon”... 
of exciting New Products
SUV and moving its global head-
quarters back to Japan in order to 
gain more synergies with its parent 
Nissan.

This is good news for loyal 
Infiniti fans who were devoted to 
the G and loved the FX, as this 
means new products are coming, 
presumably with more help from 
the Nissan stable.

To be sure, Infiniti’s latest 
offering, the QX50, is one of the 
best-looking luxury SUVs in the 
mid-size segment, sporting the 
first series production engine that 
can vary compression ratios on the 
fly for both power and efficiency. 
The QX50, however, is built on 
a unique platform, not currently 
shared with any other vehicles 
in the Nissan (or for that matter 
Renault) portfolio. While it’s a 
cracker of a chassis, delivering 
a smooth, capable ride, gone are 
the days when automakers can 
continue to grow deploying single-
use platforms.  

The soon-to-be-a-collector’s 
item QX30 is a great looking SUV 
that shares a chassis with  Mercedes’ 
GLA. The company said they 
couldn’t make the business case 
work and it’s a pity as it probably 
brought new customers to the brand. 
Production will end soon.

Infiniti turns 30 this year, having 
debuted at the North American 
International Auto Show in 1989. 

It’s had some standout products 
and breakthrough technologies 
and, like other luxury brands that 
are part of bigger groups (as Cadil-
lac is to GM; Lincoln is to Ford; 
Audi is to VW, etc.), it has tried 
to maintain differentiation with 
Nissan through its distinct design 
and engine performance.

The need to differentiate is 
why former Nissan executive and 
current Aston Martin CEO Andy 
Palmer moved the brand’s HQ to 
Hong Kong in 2012 – to give it 
room to grow on its own outside 
the yoke of Yokohama. In January 
in Detroit, Palmer spoke about 
the challenges luxury brands face 
while operating as part of larger 
automakers. 

Like many millennials, it’s time 
to move back in with the parents. 
Let’s hope the move achieves 
the synergies and efficiencies to 
expand the portfolio in significant 
ways. The Company has said it 
will electrify its entire lineup in 
the coming years, using traditional 
battery electric powertrains and a 
technology exclusive to Nissan 
called e-Power, which uses a 
traditional gasoline engine as a 
generator to keep a battery charged. 
The motor is powered exclusively 
by the battery, not the gas engine, 
and according to the Company, this 
eliminates range anxiety associated 
with battery electrics. Nissan intro-
duced e-Power on the compact.

continued from page 4
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TECHNOLOGY
Hagerty Publishing “Never Stop Driving” Book

owning, driving and maintaining a 
car is an intentional act of being “in 
the moment,” a form of mechanical 
Zen, as it were. That focus drives 
out the distractions of modern life 
and demands that we be “present”.

Never Stop Driving even offers 
practical, how-to advice on choos-
ing and buying that perfect week-
end car from collector and dealer 
Colin Comer, who has bought and 
sold thousands of vintage cars over 
the past 33 years: “I think I have 
enough deals under my belt to 
know one thing: It doesn’t matter 
how many or what kind of cars 
you buy, there isn’t one of us who 
hasn’t screwed up at least once.”

Like no other book out there, 
Never Stop Driving shines a light in 
a new and profound way on why we 
find these machines so captivating 
and why, as a nation, out love affair 
with cars and car culture is certain 
to thrive long after the advent of 
the autonomous age.

Never Stop Driving: A Better 
Life Behind the Wheel, by Larry 
Webster. Published by Motor-
books | Available July 23, 2019 
| Hardcover, 192 pages | $28.00 
USD, $34.99 CAN | ISBN: 
9780760363416

McKeel Hagerty in a recent tele-
phone interview explained to me 
how he got the idea for publishing 
Never Stop Driving. He said,   “..... 
I was attending a global conference 
on the auto industry in 2017 when 
the  CEO of  an AI Tech company 
working on driverless technology 
said to me ‘...... I am sorry what 
we are doing is going to put you 
out of business’. “That started me 
thinking on how we needed to 
counter that misconception. Thus 
the idea for Never Stop Driving  
was born along with other pro-
grams Hagerty Media Properties 
LLC is developing.”

The fact is, everyday,  countless 
millions of Americans still find 
relief from their over-connected 
stressed out lives by just going 
for a drive, or simply working on 
their cars.

In fact, every day countless 
millions of Americans still find 
relief from their over-connected, 
stressed out lives by just going 
for a drive, or simply by working 
on their cars.

With glorious photography and 
sharp writing, Never Stop Driving: 
A Better Life Behind the Wheel 
author and auto journalist Larry 
Webster – along with an A-list 

cadre of other top automotive 
journalists - presents the case for 
the mental and social benefits of 
driving and engaging with auto-
mobiles. It also shows you – from 
dreaming about a car to living with 
it–how to jump in and get the most 
from your machine. “The book is 
essentially a love letter to the art 
and act of driving,” says Web-
ster. “With driverless cars on the 
horizon, it’s worth celebrating the 
fact that for many people there are 
enormous benefits to simply taking 
a drive in the country or getting 
dirty under the hood.”

The book celebrates the many 
benefits and pleasures of driving, 
racing, finding, owning and tinker-
ing with cars, from the sense of 
freedom and adventure they offer 
to the sheer rush of commanding an 
object that represents a high point 
of human ingenuity and design. 
“When you see that green flag 
wave, you immediately undergo 
a sort of reversible lobotomy,” 
writer/racer Sam Posey muses. 
“Everything from your mortgage 
payment to your lingering self-
doubts about your ability–it all 
vanishes.”

For some, there’s even a medi-
tative aspect to cars. To them, 

Alan (left) Scale Racing Center owner hosts slot car 
competition at Legends Gala  (See Story on Page 10)

(Across from Griot’s Garage)
3723 S Lawrence St
tacoma, WA 98409

(253) 564-1445
or (253) 255-1807



Fall 2019 SEMA VISIT www.autonewsonline.com 21

an IED (Improvised Explosive 
Device) explosion while conduct-
ing combat operations in Iraq in 
2005. The incident left him with 
the permanent effects of Traumatic 
Brain Injury (TBI), Post Traumatic 
Stress (PTS) and a seizure disor-
der. Since medically retiring from 
the military, Diaz has dedicated 
himself to helping other veterans 
suffering from similar injuries by 
co-founding Hidden Wounds, an 
organization that helps “Heroes 
battle the invisible war at home” 
where he currently serves as its 
chief operating officer and pro-
gram manager.

 This year’s campaign contin-
ues Nexen Tire’s commitment to 
show its appreciation to America’s 
combat-wounded heroes for their 
incredible sacrifices while defend-
ing the nation’s safety, while also 
maintaining a commitment to 
keep drivers safe on the road by 
manufacturing some of the indus-
try’s most reliable and highest-
quality tires. The program is also 
designed to help bring awareness 
to the Purple Heart Medal and its 
recipients to ensure their devotion 
to the nation does not go unnoticed.

The Jeep Gladiator, which is 
being customized by legendary 

honor their sacrifice with our ser-
vice, and we will continue to sup-
port the Nexen Tire’s Nexen Hero 
campaign in any way we can.”

 The nomination period runs 
May 15 to July 24 and the recipi-
ent will be announced August 
7, National Purple Heart Day. 
Nominees must be a member of 
Military Order of The Purple Heart 
and the Jeep Gladiator recipient 
will be selected by members of 
the Purple Heart Foundation based 
on a variety of factors including 
heroism, sacrifice and an ongoing 
commitment to their community.

For more information on the 
Purple Heart Foundation, visit 
https://purpleheartfoundation.org.

Please visit http://www.nexen-
tireusa.com/nexenhero to nomi-
nate a Purple Heart recipient and 
for official giveaway rules.

For all media inquiries, please
contact nexen@godriven360.com.
About Purple Heart Foundation:

The Purple Heart Foundation is a 
501(c)3 Veteran Service Organiza-
tion that fundraises for programs, 
services and resources that benefit 
veterans and their families. Over 
the past 60 years, the Purple Heart 
Foundation has funded academic 
scholarships, the MOPH National 
Service Officer program, research 
efforts and resources regarding 
veteran issues such as Post-Trau-
matic Stress and Traumatic Brain 
Injury, grants for service dogs, 
and much more.  The Purple Heart 
Foundation’s Mission is to holisti-
cally enhance the quality of life 
of all veterans and their families, 
providing them with direct service 
and fostering an environment of 
camaraderie and goodwill among 
combat wounded veterans.
About Nexen Tire:

Inspired by Nexen’s global 
family of drivers to engineer 
superior performing tires – from 
championship-winning Formula 
DRIFT drivers, rock-climbing 
off-road enthusiasts to everyday 
commuters – Nexen Tire utilizes 
proprietary technology and the 
highest quality standards in the 
industry to guarantee world-class 
products backed by unrivaled 
customer support for the life of 
each tire. As a worldwide leader 
in high-performance, passenger, 
SUV / light truck and winter offer-
ings, the company is second-to-
none in research, development and 
state-of-the-art manufacturing. 
And as part of a select group of 
tire manufacturers worldwide that 
are specified as standard fitment 
on original equipment vehicles, 
Nexen delivers premium products 
at a sensible price.

Nexen Tire America and Purple Heart Foundation
Team Up to Give Away 2020 Jeep Gladiator

Nexen Tire America, Purple 
Heart Foundation Team Up for 
Second Time To Honor Combat-
Wounded Veteran with 2020 Jeep 
Gladiator Giveaway

• Following Nexen Tire’s suc-
cessful “American Muscle for 
American Heroes” program in 
2018, the “Nexen Hero” program 
provides a deserving Purple Heart 
Medal recipient a custom 2020 
Jeep Gladiator Sport S equipped 
with 35-inch Nexen Roadian MTX 
Extreme Off-Road Mud Terrain 
Tires

• Program designed to honor 
combat-wounded service mem-
bers’ sacrifice to nation and bring 
awareness to Purple Heart Medal 
recipients

• The Nexen Hero program runs 
May 15 to July 24 and winning 
recipient to be named August 7, 
National Purple Heart Day

In the wake of last year’s highly-
successful ‘American Muscle 
for American Heroes’ program, 
Nexen Tire America, Inc. has 
partnered with The Purple Heart 
Foundation for a second time to 
honor a combat-wounded veteran 
and Purple Heart recipient by 
giving away a custom 2020 Jeep 
Gladiator Sport S. The “Nexen 

Hero” Campaign is designed to 
honor a well-deserving veteran 
who was wounded in combat 
and awarded the Purple Heart 
Medal by giving away a new Jeep 
Gladiator equipped with 35-inch 
Nexen Roadian MTX Extreme 
Off-Road Mud Terrain tires and 
several Mopar aftermarket parts. 
The campaign begins on May 15 
and the winning recipient, who will 
be selected by the Purple Heart 
Foundation, will be announced on 
National Purple Heart Day, Aug. 7.

Last year, Nexen Tire showed 
its gratitude for the safety and 
security provided by U.S. service 
members through the “American 
Muscle for American Heroes” 
program by providing a deserv-
ing Purple Heart recipient with a 
custom 2018 Dodge Challenger 
R/T 392 Scat Pack equipped with 
Nexen Roadian HP Street Sport 
All-Season radial tires. Purple 
Heart recipient and retired Marine 
Cpl. Steven Diaz was selected to 
receive the custom Nexen Tire 
Purple Heart Dodge Challenger. 
He was selected by representatives 
from The Purple Heart Foundation 
from thousands of nominations 
across the country.

Diaz was severely wounded by 

car builder Kenny Pfitzer of Zero 
to 60 Designs in Corona, CA, will 
feature several Mopar aftermarket 
parts and other customizations, in 
addition to one-of-a-kind Nexen 
Tire and Purple Heart graphics. 
Pfitzer and his team at Zero to 
60 Designs were the customizers 
behind the 2018 Dodge Chal-
lenger R/T 392 Scat Pack for the 
“American Muscle for American 
Heroes” program.

“Last year, Nexen Tire dedi-
cated itself to bringing awareness 
to America’s combat wounded 
veterans, and after the amazing 
success of the ‘American Muscle 
for American Heroes’ campaign, 
we are thrilled to continue our 
relationship with the Purple Heart 
Foundation and kick off an all new 
program to give a Jeep Gladiator to 
a very deserving combat-wounded 
veteran,” said John Hagan, execu-
tive vice president of sales for 
Nexen Tire America Inc. “Our 
heroes’ dedication to providing 
safety and security to the nation 
naturally aligns with Nexen Tire’s 
commitment to creating the safest 
and most reliable tires on the road, 
so was very important for us to 
continue this program and work to 
bring even more awareness to the 
sacrifice of these combat-wounded 
American heroes.”

“It is an absolute pleasure to be 
once again teamed up with Nexen 
Tire USA to select a very deserv-
ing combat-wounded veteran. Our 
organization is dedicated to serv-
ing these brave individuals who 
sacrificed so much for our nation’s 
safety, and it’s refreshing to be 
tied to an organization that shares 
that same vision,” said Stephen 
Ruckman, chief executive officer 
for The Purple Heart Foundation. 
“Our motto has always been to 
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Carmel Valley residents, Rob and 
Heather Gardner have turned a classic car 
collecting hobby into business.  The busi-
ness, Monterey Touring Vehicles (MTV) 
uses the Gardner’s 30 classic cars as a 
rental fleet for tourists and local residents 
to tour Carmel, Monterey, Big Sur and the 
world famous Pebble Beach 18 mile drive.  
The Gardner’s said “.....we thought these 
cars need to be driven and why not let our 
clients have fun driving them.”  

The Monterey Touring Vehicle (MTV) 
fleet includes; a 1965 Ford Shelby Cobra, 
1988 Chevy Camaro, 1955 Ford Thun-

derbird, 1970 Chevy Corvette, 1985 
Nissan 300 ZX, 1988 Mercedes 560SL, 
2008 Tesla Roadster, 1965 Ford Mustang 
GT, 1961 Volkswagen 22-window van, 
1970 Pontiac Firebird, 1955 Porsche 550 
Spyder, 1957 Chevy Bel Air, 1971 Cadillac 
Eldorado, 1978 Volkswagen Bug Convert-
ible, 1949 Willy’s Overland, 1978 Citroen 
2CV, and a 1981 Delorean to name a few.  
You can rent a classic car for 1/2 a day (4 
hrs.) or a full day (8 to 24 hrs.) Prices range 
from $200 (1/2 day)  to $800  (full day). 
For more information or reservations, visit 
www.montereytouringvehicles.com 

MONTEREY TOURING VEHICLES (MTV)

WE pAY cASh FOr cArS

Cash For Cars

Top Dollar paiD For

Any CAr or TruCk!
CALL (206) 650-0505

www.platinumautos.com

Michael R. Conley

Email: mike@conleyauto.com

Cell/Text 206.715.3990  •  Office 360.668.6368
Fax 360.668.6375  •  website: www.ConleyAuto.com

9514 - 180th Street Southeast  •  Snohomish, WA 98296

Daisywagen Service has served the 
Seattle area since 1980.  Daisywagen is 
a family run business and Larry Dreon’s 
daughter Candace Hopkins recently 
took over the company.  Daisywagen is 
the premier independent Volvo service 
specialist in the Northwest.  With six 
employees and seven service bays, 

DAISYWAGEN SERVICE, LLC
Daisywagen can work on 20 to 25 cars 
a day.  

Daisywagen is open 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Monday through Friday.  Appointment are 
recommended, but walk ins are welcome.  
All work is guaranteed for 24 months.    
Look for the Daisywagen Service, LLC 
ad in the Auto News Service Directory.
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LANd rOVEr SErVIcE & rEpAIr

UphOLSTErY & cONVErTIBLE TOpS

LEAThEr rESTOrATION + MOrE

You Can Buy
This Space

for $40/mo.
(206) 484-6529

ANTIQUE BOATS FOr SALE

FOrEIGN cAr SErVIcE

cLASSIc cArS - LOS ANGELES

TEchS WANTEd

rAcETrAcK AT ThE rIdGE

AIr BAG SErVIcE & dIAGNOSIS

cLASSIc, ANTIQUE, hOTrOd SALES

European Tech

WANTED

Call Today: (425) 881-2185

AUdIO & AccESSOrIES

•  Redmond, WA

•  Top Dollar

• Benefits

• Flexible Hours

Conveniently located at 12700 Bel-Red 
Rd. in Bellevue, Washington, Biggs East-
side can serve the entire Seattle metro-
politan area. They specialize exclusively 
in Land Rover and Range Rover service, 
and you can expect the best quality of 
service available for Land Rovers in the 
entire northwest. 

The shop has an Autologic diagnostic 
system with all the latest software, capable 
of everything the Dealer’s TestBook can 

do and more, even on the newest models. 
Unlike many independent shops, they also 
carry a full line of factory equipment and 
replacement parts. All the technicians 
are Land Rover factory, ASE and ASA 
certified.

Biggs Eastside is truly the “dealer 
alternative.” For more information, log 
onto www.biggsrovers.com and look for 
the Biggs Eastside Automotive ad in the 
Auto News Service Directory.

BIGGS EASTSIDE AUTOMOTIVE
Jeri Drager, owner of Drager’s Classics, 

has been in the collector car business for 
over 30 years. Jeri’s dad opened Drager’s 
Harley Davidson in 1950 on Dexter 
Avenue, and Jeri eventually converted the 
store to a classic car show room. He also 
maintained a location on Aurora for years.

In 2001, Jeri moved his operation to 
18805 Aurora Ave. North where he has 
converted a warehouse into a classic car 
and motorcycle show room and museum 
featuring ‘30s, ‘40s, ‘50s and ‘60s 
American cars, old motorcycles, pedal 
cars, toys, old bikes, signs, automobilea 

DRAGERS CLASSICS
and stuff. We suggest you call ahead 
(206) 533-9600) and Jeri will take you 
for a trip into the past.

Drager’s Classics has over 100 classic 
cars, motorcycles, and bikes on display 
Jeri calls his place “Drager’s Club 
House” and rents it out to friends and 
customers for parties, meetings and 
special events. Drager’s Classics is open 
by appointment only, and you can check 
out the inventory online at www.dragers.
com. Look for the Drager’s Classics ad 
in the Auto News Service Directory.



VISIT www.autonewsonline.com Fall 2019 SEMA 24

SLOT cAr rAcING & SALES NON-prOFIT FOUNdATION

Thank You To All Our Legends of Auto
Gala Partners - See You Next Year 8/13/20

AUTOBOOKS - AErOBOOKS

AUTOMOTIVE FINE ArTcArMEL crAFT BrEWErYLUXUrY rEAL ESTATE

MONTErEY TOUrING VEhIcLES EUrOpEAN cLASSIc cAr SErVIcErAcETrAcK INFOrMATION & SErVIcES

BOOKS 4 cArSBAJA cANTINA GrILLBrANd MANAGEr cONSULTANT

EVENT pLANNING LEGENdS chArITYrEAL ESTATE & MEMBErShIp SALES

dupont rEGISTrY  |  MEdIA SpOrTS cAr MArKET  |  MEdIAMEcUM AUcTIONS

3051 Tech Drive, St. Petersburg, Florida 33716
Direct: 727.897.8337

Media

P: 262-275-5050

445 South Main Street, WalWorth, Wi 53184 // MECUM.COM

1-253-225-1807                             1-253-564-1445
www.facebook.com/ScaleRacingCenter

Carmel Craft Brewing Co.

Mark Fitch
Head Brewer

(805) 407-4464

CarmelCraft.com

Direct: 312.543.5732  |  Toll Free: 855.537.4579
diane@rpm.foundation | www.rpm.foundation
333 W. North Avenue, #408. Chicago, IL 60610

Hans Auto repair
Expert Auto Service

volvo Specialist
384 Olympia Ave.

Seaside, CA 93955

831.583.9820
www.hansautorepair.com

Tracy and Mike Brooks



Fall 2019 SEMA VISIT www.autonewsonline.com 25

Automakers Promote Pet Safety Programs
DNA. Now, we are starting to see 
other manufacturers follow suit. 
Here are just a few examples of 
what car companies are doing to 
keep our furry friends safe on 
the road.

Hyundai - A long trip or a trip 
to the mall are made easier with 
Hyundai pet safety and travel 

your pets. The Rav4 features a 60/40 
split, reclining, fold-flat second-
row seat which is a perfect place 
for your pet. The Toyota Tundra 
is a great vehicle because it boasts 
plenty of room for the kids and 
your pets. In addition, the Toyota 
4Runner is another pet-friendly 
vehicle that you can explore. This 
model has 40/20/40 split reclining 

accessories. With Hyundai pet 
seat covers your seats stay clean 
and your pet will be much more 
comfortable. Hyundai also makes 
pet ramps help small or elderly pets 
climb in and out of your vehicle 
with ease. And Hyundai pet liners 
keep your floor clean and dry. 

Toyota – Toyota has a full line up 
of vehicles built for adventure with 

As Pet Industry Expands – Services Expand  (photo Auto News)

PET FRIENDLY AUTO MAKERS
and fold-flat second-row seat to give 
you more space for your luggage 
and the gear for your pet. 

Mazda cars are for pet lovers too! 
The Mazda 3s’s fold-flat rear seats, 
rear lift gate, low ride height, spa-
cious cabin and handy under floor 
storage make it an ideal vehicle for 
a dog owner. In addition to produc-
ing pet-friendly vehicles, Mazda 
also has an ongoing partnership 
between the Mazda Foundation 
and the SPCA.

How about those Helpful Honda 
People? Many Honda dealerships 
participate in an annual Helpful 
Honda Pet Adoption to help dogs 
and cats find their forever homes. 
By hosting pet adoptions at dealer-
ships, they provide new pet parents 
with free dog washes, leashes, food 
bowls and doggy bags.

These are just a few examples 
of what car companies are doing 
to keep our pets safe. Here are a 
few helpful hints on pet safety for 
car travel.

• Pets should have their own 
space in the vehicle, preferably in 
the cargo area or restrained in the 
back seat using a leash and harness

• Don’t ever leave your pets in 
a hot car

• Don’t let your pets distract 
you or risk getting injured during 
sudden stops

• Make your pets comfortable, 
give them a blanket or chew toy 
to help them relax on the road

continued from page 4

Bruce Titus Tacoma Subaru uses Outdoor Billboards to Promote his Pet Friendly Subaru 
Dealership  (photo Auto News)

SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL
SUbARU DEALER

17225 Aurora Ave. N., Seattle, WA 98133

(800) 426-1332  Fax (206) 546-5711

CarterSubaruShoreline.com

11803 N.E. 116th St., Kirkland, WA 98034

(425) 820-8993  Fax (425) 820-8078

eastsidesubaru.com
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This Season’s Guests:
Eddie Murphy, Seth Rogen, 

R icky  Gerva i s ,  Ma t thew 
Broderick, Jamie Foxx, Sebastian 
Maniscalco, Martin Short, Mario 
Joyner, Melissa Villaseñor, Bridget 
Everett, and Barry Marder.

About Comedians in Cars Getting 
Coffee:

Jerry Seinfeld’s roving talk 
show combines coffee, laughs, and 
vintage cars into quirky, caffeine-
filled adventures with the sharpest 
minds in comedy. This season’s 

Maniscalco, Martin Short, Mario 
Joyner, Melissa Villaseñor, Bridget 
Everett, and Barry Marder.

Previous seasons of the series 
are currently streaming on Netflix.

guests include: Eddie Murphy, Seth 
Rogen, Ricky Gervais, Matthew 
Broderick, Jamie Foxx, Sebastian 

Jerry Seinfeld on his way to get coffee with fellow comedian Eddie Murphy on Jerry’s show Co-
medians in Cars Getting Coffee  (photo Netflix)

A New Season of Comedians in Cars Getting Coffee Comes to Netflix on July 19, 2019

Karlman King 2 Million Dollar SUV  (Story on pages 3 & 7)
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Mecum’s recent collector car
auction, held Aug. 15-17 in 
Monterey, California, brought 
$32.2 million in overall sales 
by auction close, and totals 
have since reached $38 million 
with the addition of successful 
post-auction Bid Goes On deals 
and sales of vehicles within the 
Blackhawk Exposition offering. 
As negotiations continue, Mon-
terey totals are still growing and 
quickly closing in on the $40 
million mark. Leading the live 
auction’s top-selling vehicles was 
a magnificent 1967 Ferrari 275 
GTB/4 (Lot F119) that brought 
in a strong $2.75 million.

The GTB/4 was far from the 
only Ferrari to demonstrate a 
strong demand at the Monterey 
auction. In fact, top sales were 
dominated by Ferrari’s finest, with 
the top two high sellers both of 
the Prancing Horse brand and the 
top 10 list including a total of four 
Ferrari factory creations. While it 
was a vintage Ferrari that came 
out on top, the second-highest 
seller hailed from modern-day 
Maranello in the form of a 2014 
Ferrari LaFerrari (Lot S102) that 
sold for $2.64 million. Other 
seven-figure sales included a 2015 
Porsche 918 Spyder (Lot F91.1) 
with low miles and the desirable 
Weissach Package, which sold for 
$1.43 million; a one-of-200 1966 
Ferrari 275 GTS (Lot F122) that 
brought $1.1 million; and the last 
289 Cobra sold to the public (Lot 
F139), CSX2588, which garnered 
a $1.05 million sale.

The exclusive lineup of vintage 
and collectible motorcycles that 
was offered at Monterey proved 

AstOn MArtin
Galpin Aston Martin – www.galpin.com
Park Place Aston Martin

DODge / rAM
Gillis Auto Center – www.gillisautocenter.com
West Hills Dodge – www.westhillsautoplex.com

FOrD
Sunset Auburn – www.sunsetautofamily.com
Galpin Ford – www.galpin.com
Gillis Auto Center – www.gillisautocenter.com
West Hills Ford – www.westhillsautoplex.com

Acura of Seattle – www.obrienautogroup.com
AcurA

gMc
GMC of Puyallup – www.harnishautofamily.com
Haselwood GMC – www.westhillsautoplex.com

BMW
BMW of Seattle  –  www.BMWseattle.com

Land Rover Tacoma – www.obrienautogroup.com
LAnD rOver

Galpin Jaguar – www.galpin.com
Jaguar of Tacoma – www.obrienautogroup.com

JAguAr

Lexus of Bellevue – www.obrienautogroup.com
Lexus of Tacoma – www.obrienautogroup.com

Lexus

vOLvO

vOLksWAgen
      Galpin VW – www.galpin.com
       VW of Kirkland – www.obrienautogroup.com
Volkswagen of Puyallup – www.harnishautofamily.com
Haselwood VW – www.westhillsautoplex.com

Volvo of Tacoma – www.obrienautogroup.com
Galpin Volvo – www.galpin.com

MAzDA
Doug’s Mazda of Lynnwood – www.dougsmazda.com
West Hills Mazda – www.westhillsautoplex.com

POrsche
Porsche of Newport Beach – www.newportautocenter.com

Fiat of Tacoma – www.fiatoftacoma.com
FiAt

suBAru
Subaru of Puyallup – www.harnishautofamily.com
Galpin Subaru – www.galpin.com
Roy Robinson Subaru – www.royrobinson.com

tOyOtA
Toyota of Portland – www.obrienautogroup.com
Toyota of Renton – www.obrienautogroup.com
Toyota of Kirkland – www.obrienautogroup.com
Heartland Toyota – www.westhillsautoplex.com

AuDi
Audi of Newport Beach – www.newportautocenter.com

BentLey
Bentley of Newport Beach – www.newportautocenter.com

Buick
Buick Puyallup – www.harnishautofamily.com
Haselwood Buick – www.westhillsautoplex.com

cADiLLAc
Doug’s NW Cadillac – www.dougscadillac.com

chevrOLet
Roy Robinson Chev – www.royrobinsonchevy.com
Sunset Chev Sumner – www.sunsetautofamily.com

chrysLer
Gillis Auto Center – www.gillisautocenter.com
West Hills Chrysler – www.westhillsautoplex.com

kiA
Sunset Kia Auburn – www.sunsetautofamily.com
Portland Kia – www.obrienautogroup.com
West Hills Kia – www.westhillsautoplex.com

JeeP
Gillis Auto Center – www.gillisautocenter.com
West Hills Jeep – www.westhillsautoplex.com

inFiniti
Infinity of Bellevue – www.infinitiofbellevue.com

hyunDAi
Doug’s Hyundai – www.dougshyundai.com
Haselwood Hyundai – www.westhillsautoplex.com

Galpin Honda – www.galpin.com
Honda of Marysville – www.obrienautogroup.com
West Hills Honda – www.westhillsautoplex.com

hOnDA

LincOLn
Galpin Lincoln – www.galpin.com

MerceDes-Benz
Mercedes-Benz of Lynnwod – www.mblynwood.com

MitsuBishi
Sunset Auburn – www.sunsetautofamily.com

to be a winning one as well, with 
six examples bringing in six-
figure sales. Two coveted Crocker 
small-tanks topped all motorcycle 
sales as an unrestored 1936 model 
(Lot S103) brought a whopping 
$825,000, and a restored 1937 
example (Lot S142) achieved 
$715,000.

Leading up to the Monterey auc-
tion kickoff, on Aug.14, Mecum 
announced the upcoming offering 
of the 1968 Ford Mustang GT 
hero car from the classic Steve 
McQueen action movie “Bullitt” 
in a dramatic reveal by Dana 
Mecum and Bullitt Mustang 
owner Sean Kiernan. The car, after 
nearly a half-century in hiding, is 
slated to cross the auction block 
at the world’s largest collector car 
auction in Kissimmee, Florida, in 
January 2020.

The complete top 10 collector-
car sales at the Mecum Monterey 
2019 auction include:

1967 Ferrari 275 GTB/4 (Lot 
F119) at $2,750,000

2014 Ferrari LaFerrari (Lot 
S102) at $2,640,000

2015 Porsche 918 Spyder (Lot 
F91.1) at $1,430,000

1966 Ferrari 275 GTS (Lot 
F122) at $1,100,000

1965 Shelby 289 Cobra 
CSX2588 (Lot F139) at $1,045,000

1936 Crocker Small Tank (Lot 
S103) at $825,000

1935 Auburn 851 SC Boattail 
Speedster (Lot S131) at $742,500

1973 Ferrari 365 GTB/4 Day-
tona (Lot S113) at $715,000

1937 Crocker Small Tank (Lot 
S142) at $715,000

1933 Stutz DV-32 Dual Cowl 
Phaeton (Lot S126) at $495,000

Mecum Monterey 2019 Daytime 
Auction Approaches $40 Million

1967 Ferrari 275 GTB/4 (Lot F119) sold at $2,750,000

2014 Ferrari LaFerrari (Lot S102) sold at $2,640,000
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For Complete Auction Consignment or Bidding Information go to Mecum.com or call 262-275-5050

THE EXPERIENCE  BEGINS AT  MECUM.COM
#WhereTheCarsAre

1968 FORD MUSTANG GT “BULLITT”
THE HERO CAR FROM THE ICONIC MOVIE “BULLITT”  • DRIVEN BY STEVE McQUEEN

T O  B E  O F F E R E D

FL License AB1919, VI/1021119/1

BUY. SELL. SPECTATE.
(per person) // children 12 and younger admitted at no charge

GATES OPEN DAILY AT 8 AM
$30 DAILY GENERAL ADMISSION
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