ALL IN
Have you ever heard of this term? These two words have been used increasingly lately. We see them everywhere. People use these words when they are putting everything that they have on the table. We are doing this while risking it all. We have not held anything back. There is nothing in our pocket or anything.
There is a problem with the battle that has been happening in the Church for many centuries. Confusion has occurred where one believes and thinks that all Churches of Christ are the same. 
Do we see a problem? Did you know that there are approximately 25000 different types of churches in the United States alone? We can see where this confusion can occur, but we need to show the accuracy and correction found in the Scriptures.

In II Timothy 3:16-17 we read about the scriptures being complete. Everything has been written and put all in the Bible for us through God and inspired by God.

The problem lies in the fact that people over past time have wanted to tweak the scriptures. The thought and concept are that we have the name church of Christ on the sign so that means it is okay to do some practices that are not authorized by God. 
They are not all in with God. The thought is “I follow the scriptures, but I still like to ________ (fill-in the blank).”  How can one think this way? How can one say they follow God but still like to do things that are transgressing God? Let us look at things we need to be all in with.

First, we need to be all in with faith. Our faith is our foundation with God. We start with faith and then from there we continue to build. Without faith it is impossible to please God (Hebrews 11:6). Anything less than 100 percent is unacceptable. 
How do you go all in with faith? We find out where our faith is established through the word. The word that is complete and inspired by God. It comes through the word of God by hearing (Romans 10:17). Our faith is built in the Bible. The things that were written in this book are so that we would believe it. Believing and trusting in the word of God (Psalms 37:5).

It is our duty to live by faith (Romans 1:17). Those that are of God and obey God have the all-in attitude. This is not halfway dedication. If Christ were here now, would we show an all-in attitude in front of Him?

Second, we need to be all in with service. We are all servants of God. Nobody is any more special than anyone. The preacher is a servant just as the members are servants there is no difference. We all have different abilities, and we use our abilities to the best. Some are song leaders, some are preachers, some are teachers. Let us make one thing for sure that we are all servants. 
We all have the same goal that is here and that is heaven (Acts 2:38). To achieve this goal, we all need to be servants of God.

Jesus in fact came into this world to serve (Mark 10:45). If we are following the example of Christ, then this understanding is clear and evident. Jesus came into the world to serve just as I am in the world to serve. He devoted His life for us and Christ asks the same from us. Jesus said clearly of who we need to serve (Luke 4:8). 
Once again, we cannot be halfway in our service to God. It is either all in or not. Joshua spoke of this choice also (Joshua 24:15). Christ spoke of this same thing also (Luke 16:13). Our choice of whom we serve does matter. How are we choosing?

Third, we must be all in with God. How dedicated are we to God?

Are we allowing outside distractions hinder and bother our dedication to God? It is the world vs. God.

What is important? Is it God? Is it our soul? Is it a temporal or eternal thing? These are questions that we must ask and answer to understand if we are all in with God.

Have we counted the cost (Luke 14:25-33)? Have we looked at our life and truly and honestly counted the cost? Have looked ahead and said yes, I am willing to serve God and show my dedication by placing God first in my life.

God commands obedience and entirety with that obedience. Following with all our heart is the answer (Luke 10:27).

To bear the name Christian means to be all-in with God. God will not accept anything less. He even spoke to Israel in this fact with their sacrifices (Malachi 1:7-8). God spoke to Israel to their best and ask us today. Are we All-in?  
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