AM QATIAN
FOUNDATION

—

Film Category: Experimental. Music Video. Short.

Genre: Drama. Fiction.
Shooting Format: Digital 4k.
Aspect Ratio: 16:9

Film color: Colored

First time filmmaker: Yes

Watch here
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My Friend The War Maker

MY FRIEND THE WAR MAKER is an exquisite
experimental film that draws its inspiration from
the life of the artist Karim Shaheen, masterfully
adapting the captivating acclaimed object theater
play War Maker into a breathtaking visual
experience. Unlike traditional documentation of
theater performances, this cinematic masterpiece
transcends mere replication, instead delivering a
dreamlike world through its stunning scenography
and mesmerizing manipulation of objects. The
resultant visual poetry is the defining feature of
both the film and the original play, offering a truly
unique and unforgettable avant-garde experience.
"My Friend The War Maker" is a must-see for
those with an appreciation for the finest artistic
expression, immersing viewers in a sublime realm
of pure imagination and transcendent beauty.

The film 1is inspired by the biography of
Palestinian visual artist Karim Shaheen. Based on an

original object theatre play written by Astrid Mendez,
Husam Abed and Marek Turosik

Director: Katarina Cakova

Producer & Puppeteer: Husam Abed

Scenography: Katarina Cakova, Astrid Mendez
Cinematography & Editing: Katarina Cakova
Music: Cyril Kaplan, Husam Abed

Sound mixing: Cyril Kaplan, Gaex

Stem mastering: Gaex

Special thanks to: Atelier Libusin, Frances Sander,
Dmitri Berzon, Reka Deak, Matilda Madaj-Solberg,

Anton Birkenmayer

With the support of A.M. Qattan Foundation

Dafa Puppet Theatre, Czech Republic, 2022
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Karim Shaheen:

Contrary to his background, Karim Shaheen, a
Palestinian artist who crafted traditional, folk
miniature facades of the ancient city of Damascus,
driven by his friend’s loss of his arm during the
Gulf War, dreamt of nurturing his passion for sci-fi
films and becoming a visual effects designer of the
silver screen in America. Was he a dream maker?

From his early childhood, Karim and his family
encountered war. First, the Iran-Iraq War
(1980-1988); second, the invasion of Kuwait during
the Gulf War in 1990; and then, Yugoslav civil wars
in 1991. Being a Gazan holding an Egyptian
document for Palestinian refugees puts him always
in exile.

Deported from Syria in 2000, Karim fled to more
congenial countries. His passage through Russia,
Ukraine, Romania, Hungary and the USA. In many
countries he went to, a war took place.

Was he a warmaker?!

One day we will become
what we want.
The journey hadn’t begun,

nor did the road end.

Mahmoud Darwish
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