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Newspaper Article: (Collaboration with Subject Matter Expert) 
 
The following article was prepared in collaboration with Mr. J. Thompson, Deputy Executive 
Director of the National Sheriffs’ Association.  It was written to appear as a defense of Asset 
Forfeiture Programs alongside a national newspaper’s editorial questioning these same 
programs.  A strict word count was adhered to as the article was completed 
 

********************* 
 
Problems once associated with civil asset forfeiture were corrected when the ‘‘Civil Asset 
Forfeiture Reform Act of 2000" was enacted.  This Act protects property owners and 
emphasizes their right to due process. 

A wide range of illegal activities that can progressively degrade a community are addressed 
by asset forfeiture programs.  Drug crimes top this list.  Communities plagued by prostitution 
and prostitution-related crimes can also be renewed by asset forfeiture program 
implementation.  Prostitution clients and those working in the industry may not fear a night 
in jail, or court appearances and fines.  They most certainly fear the loss of their property.  
Asset forfeiture is a tool that strikes at the economic foundations of criminal activity. 

Community concerns such a street racing, drunk driving, and abandoned real estate/rental 
property problems can be substantially reduced by good asset forfeiture programs.  These 
programs act as powerful deterrents and they provide equally powerful lessons.   

Asset forfeiture’s primary objective is to reduce (and then to eliminate) a variety of criminal 
activities.  A secondary benefit is that the supplementary income produced for law 
enforcement agencies allows them to continue their crime fighting activities with a reduced 
reliance upon public monies.  Asset forfeiture helps make communities safer by providing 
critical law enforcement assets and by supporting regional law enforcement task forces, 
which assist local agencies as they target crimes that might otherwise be beyond their 
resources. 

Sheriffs and police chiefs across the country have developed asset forfeiture programs that 
promote fairness, that protect a property owner’s rights, that meet all legal requirements and 
that successfully target criminal activities in their communities.   

The vast majority of law enforcement agencies in our country run well-organized and ethical 
asset forfeiture programs.  The elimination of these programs based upon isolated cases of 
abuse of powers would have a profoundly negative impact on law enforcement and upon 
the safety and values of the communities they serve. 

 


