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“Digital provenance,” (Bak 2024)
- What is digital provenance?
- Digital preservation, “immateriality,” digital materiality.

- Questioning the immaterial trope of the digital.
- The contexts involved in the creation and archiving of 

digital material.
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“Digital provenance,” (Bak 2024)
- Technical dimension: The technological systems of 

creation, use, and access.
- Socio-technical dimension: The systems of tacit 

knowledge involved in interacting with digital systems and 
material.

- Social dimension: The related societal contexts of the 
meanings/values ascribed to digital systems and material.
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POSTMODERNARCHIVES

        TOTAL ARCHIVES

“Seeing Archives,” (Nesmith 2002) + 
“Discharging our Debt,” (Millar 1998)

- Postmodern archives; the subjectivity of truth and 
individuals’ interpretative judgement. 

- “Implications for the Computerized Record” and the 
archival context of postmodern archives.

- Mass increase of electronic records.
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TOTAL ARCHIVES

        POSTMODERNARCHIVES

“Seeing Archives,” (Nesmith 2002) + 
“Discharging our Debt,” (Millar 1998)

- The mandate of total archives held through the 
diversification of communication technology through the 
nineteenth century.

- “The Spectre of Automation” and a third era of Canadian 
archives.

THEORETICAL CONTEXT



Laura Millar, “Discharging our Debt: The Evolution of the Total Archives Concept in 
English Canada,” Archivaria 46 (Fall 1998): 117



- BJHS Themes vol. 8, Histories of Artificial Intelligence: A 
Genealogy of Power.

- The dynamics of power and the relationship AI has 
with histories of computing technology, social science, 
and information.

- Challenging a semi-mythologized perspective of AI.
- Alan Turing, “Computing Machinery and Intelligence,” 

Mind, 59, no. 236 (Oct. 1950): 433-460.
- 1956 Dartmouth College conference.
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John McCarthy, Marvin L. Minsky, Nathaniel Rochester, 
Claude E. Shannon, 

A PROPOSAL FOR THE 
DARTMOUTH SUMMER RESEARCH PROJECT 

ON ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE 

(Dartmouth College, 31 August 1955), accessed via 
Project JMC, http://jmc.stanford.edu



HISTORICAL CONTEXT
- Artificial intelligence and “intelligent behaviour” (Minsky 

1950).
- Elements of randomness.

- Jonnie Penn, “Animo nullius,” BJHS Themes 8.
- Reviewing archival material regarding the Dartmouth 

conference from the Hoover Institute Library & 
Archives at Stanford, the Rockefeller Archive Center, 
and the Library of Congress.



Warren Weaver to Robert S. Morison, 
“Dartmouth College - Artificial Intelligence 
- (Computers),” 14 June 1955, RG 1, SG 
1.2, Series 200, Subseries 200.GEN, 
Rockefeller Foundation records, 
Rockefeller Archive Center.



HISTORICAL CONTEXT
- Jonnie Penn, “Animo nullius,” BJHS Themes 8.

- Animo nullius, from terra nullius, and the 
mind-computer metaphor.

- That a human mind could be understood as a 
computer with its own programs and functions 
and that a computer could emulate a mind’s 
mental processes.

- Dartmouth conference, funded by the Rockefeller 
Centre, IBM, and Bell Labs; facilities funded by IBM.



Robert S. Morison to John McCarthy, 
“Dartmouth College - Artificial Intelligence 
- (Computers),” 30 November 1955, RG 1, 
SG 1.2, Series 200, Subseries 200.GEN, 
Rockefeller Foundation records, 
Rockefeller Archive Center.



The mind-computer metaphor: 
that a mind could be understood 
as a computer with its own 
programs and functions and, 
correspondingly, that a computer 
could emulate a mind’s mental 
processes.



- An understanding of these histories is crucial for 
archivists navigating digital records in our current 
moment.

- “Responsible AI Practice in Libraries and Archives: A 
Review of the Literature” (Mannheimer et al. 2024)
- How is AI used in the practices of libraries and 

archives? 
- What ethical concerns are raised and addressed by 

the implementation of AI in archival and library 
practices? 
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(Mannheimer et al. 2024)
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- Technical and socio-technical dimensions of AI systems 
are over-emphasized in archival literature to the detriment 
of its consideration in the social dimension of use. 

WHY DOES THISMATTER?



Stanford University Institute for Human-Centered AI, 
AI Index 2026 Annual Report, p. 277.
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